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Board member Ronnie
Broughton asked that it be
passed again this year
because the board has three
new members and the 2015
legislative session will begin
next month.

“We passed this resolution
last March,” he said. “We
have a new board, and this
resolution goes to the legisla-
ture; it goes to all the BESE
members, (State Superin-
tendent) John White, all
gubernatorial candidates. It
goes to everybody that will
have something to do with

it.”
Superintendent of Schools

Dr. Dan Rawls says when
CCSS was implemented, 43
states had immersed the
standards into their school
systems; now that number is
down to nine. 

“The main concern with
states pulling out is it wasn’t
the standards that were the
problem,” he said in an inter-
view before the board meet-
ing. “It was the curriculum
that follows the standards
that’s the problem. When
people finally got the curricu-

lum and started to teach it
and started to see what was in
it and found out how far off it
was from the old Louisiana
Comprehensive Curriculum,
people started balking.”

He says the standards were
rolled out without any type of
support material to guide the
teachers on how to teach it.
There were no textbooks, no
guidelines, no workbooks,
nothing. Teachers were hand-
ed the standards and told to

Adopted by a unanimous
vote, the Webster Parish
School Board is resubmit-

ting a resolution asking the state
of Louisiana to withdraw from the
Common Core State Standards.

BY MICHELLE BATES
michelle@press-herald.com
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A state law that currently
allows the Downtown Devel-
opment Commission to hire
and fire a manager could
cause four members of the
seven-person panel to lose
their commission seat if it is
not amended in the upcom-
ing legislative session.

“We are really kind of at an
impasse,” Minden Mayor
Tommy Davis
said, explain-
ing the position
of the City of
Minden and
the commis-
sion. “The orig-
inal documents
that started the
D o w n t o w n
Development Commission
say there are ways the board is
supposed to be appointed.”

In La. R.S. 33:2740.24, com-
mission members are
described as two appointed
from a list of nominees sub-
mitted by the Minden Cham-
ber of Commerce, two sub-
mitted by the Retail Mer-
chants Association, which is
now defunct, two requested
by the Minden Historic Dis-
trict Commission and one by
the Minden branch of the
NAACP.

“In recent years, that has
not been followed,” Davis
said. “So, we have a board that
we can question whether they
have any authority or not
because they were not prop-
erly appointed.”

During a meeting Monday
with Davis, some members of
the Minden City Council and

DAVIS

PAT CULVERHOUSE
pat@press-herald.com

Four counts of molesta-
tion have been filed against a
48-year-old Webster Parish
man for allegedly having sex
with an underage girl, Web-
ster Parish Sheriff Gary Sex-
ton says.

Parish deputies arrested
James Kevin Ratliff, who lives
on Kings Corner Road in
Sarepta, after he reportedly
confessed during questioning
by investigators that he had
sex with the juvenile.

“He admitted to having
intercourse with the juvenile
at his house and at her house
on four different occasions,”
the sheriff said. “He was

Commission
appointments
may be in
violation of
state law

DOWNTOWN 
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Sarepta man
arrested,
accused of
sex crimes
with child
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Two teachers at J.E.
Harper Elementary
approached the Webster
Parish School Board shar-
ing their frustrations about
the lack of accommoda-
tion for faculty and stu-
dents alike regarding a
school that was not built to
handle approximately 500
kindergarten and first
grade students.

The issue at hand is the
lack of space, the noise fac-
tor and lack of facilities to
accommodate the number
of small children attending
the school. Rachael Brown,
a kindergarten teacher at
the school and the parent
of a student there, talked
about the physical issues
that face them every day.

“We love our children at
Harper and our love for
children and learning is
why we are so passionate
about the issues we have at
Harper,” she said. “Regard-
less of how long we have
been there, you don’t have
to be there long to under-
stand the magnitude of our
problems.”

The other teacher, Beth
Clark, reiterated many of
the things Brown men-
tioned, and it was on that
note that Superintendent
of Schools Dr. Dan Rawls
asked for a special called
meeting regarding options
to fix the issues at Harper.

“It is a very complex
issue, and it’s going to be
very costly,” Rawls said. “I
have spent over 100 hours;
I have enough information
that we’d be in here several

hours going through it as
options for you (the board)
to look at. I want to make
sure I have everything in
front of you so you can see
the numbers, the time-
frames, and what it’s going
to take to accommodate
their needs.”

Board member Ronnie
Rhymes visited the school
Monday, and he says the
school’s issues need to be
addressed quickly.

“I was shocked by what I
saw,” he said. “I mean,
there were almost 500 kids
on the top floor of Harper
and you’ve got restrooms –
there’s only two toilets in
each restroom – in the four
corners. One restroom
only has one toilet in it and
that’s for special needs stu-
dents. I’ve been in elemen-
tary school (as a faculty

member/principal) all my
life, and when you line up
kindergarten and first
grade kids, it’s going to take
a classroom 15 or 20 min-
utes to use the bathroom
because they’re little kids.”

He also mentioned the
noise level, which remains
a concern for many of the
faculty members. In an
earlier interview, Rawls
said a committee has been
exploring options to figure
out the best way to move
forward in addressing
Harper’s needs. The logis-
tics alone of either moving
students off site during
construction or construct-
ing around class time can
be costly, he says.

The special meeting has
been set for 6 p.m., Mon-
day, March 16, at Harper
Elementary School.
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The Webster Parish School Board will gather for a special meeting at 6 p.m., Monday, March 16 to discuss options
on the overwhelming issues that plague Harper Elementary students and faculty. During consolidation in 2010, the
school became home to all of Minden's kindergarten and first grade students. While it is an elementary school, the
open air design no longer fits the needs of these little ones.  With infrastructure issues, noise levels and lack of
space, a committee has been hashing out the best options to present to the board for approval. File Photo

BONNIE CULVERHOUSE
bonnie@press-herald.com

The Minden Police Department added another
officer to its ranks Monday night with a unanimous
vote of the Minden City Council.

Mitchell Hackett, who already has one year of law
enforcement experience, is now a part of the force.

“He will be a big asset to the police department,”
Minden Police Chief Steve Cropper said.

During Monday’s meeting, council members also
addressed condemned properties and annexed prop-
erty off Homer Road.

The council voted to declare property condemned
with demolition of structures and cleaning of the lot
within 60 days at 615 Sibley Road.

Vernell Thomas, owner of property at 210 Chrysler
Street, was given 180 days to rehabilitate the structure
on that property.

The council gave Mayor Tommy Davis authoriza-
tion to appoint a curator to handle property at 110
Camp Street.

Council members unanimously approved an ordi-
nance for annexation of property in the vicinity of
Homer Road and Southridge Drive. A house is located
on the front portion of the property, but acreage
behind the house was never annexed.

In other business, the council approved the follow-
ing items.

n A resolution authorizing the mayor to negotiate
and enter into a temporary trial period contract for
the concessions services at the Minden Recreation
Complex

n A resolution showing support of the completion
and submission of the State of Louisiana Office of
Community Development Water Enrichment Fund
application and empower the mayor to execute docu-
ments to accept and implement a grant on behalf of
the city

n The monthly police report.

Minden
police add

to the ranks

placed under arrest,
charged with four counts
of molestation of a juve-
nile and booked in at
Bayou Dorcheat Correc-
tional Center.” 

According to
Louisiana revised statute
14:81.2,  “whoever com-
mits the crime of
molestation of a juvenile,

when the victim is 13
years of age or older but
has not yet attained the
age of 17, shall be fined
not more than $5,000, or
imprisoned, with or
without hard labor, for
not less than five nor
more than 10 years, or
both.”
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the commission, the main
discussion centered
around the composition of
the commission.

It was agreed that strik-
ing the description of
nominees was not a prob-
lem.

“(If amended) commis-
sion members’ names
would be submitted to the
city council for appoint-
ment – just like what we’ve
been doing, but maybe not
what we should’ve been
doing,” Davis said. 

The matter of where
commission members live,
vote and work brought
about the most discussion.

According to the state
law, passed in 1990, “The

commission shall be com-
posed of seven members,
all of whom shall be quali-
fied voters of the city of
Minden, and shall have
their principal place of
business or profession in,
or own property in, the
Downtown Development
District. The seven mem-
bers shall be appointed by
the mayor of the city of
Minden with the approval
of the city council.”

Commission President
Catherine Hunt says mem-
bers met in December and
voted to change the word-
ing to read “The commis-
sion shall be composed of
seven members, no more
than nine, all of whom
shall be qualified voters of
Webster Parish with a vest-
ed interest in the Down-
town Development District
and the Minden Main

Street Program.”
Davis told Hunt the

problem he sees comes
from funding for commis-
sion projects.

“The commission is
operating with city funds
inside the city of Minden,
and our legal counsel says
that we cannot have peo-
ple that live outside the
city on this commission,”
Davis said. “It’s not a parish
deal, it’s a city deal.”

Hunt, who had studied
acts in other parishes, as
well as Springhill, Shreve-
port and Ruston, told the
group that many others
use verbiage pointing
toward commission mem-
bers being voters or busi-
ness owners of a parish or
city.

“Springhill’s doesn’t
even address residence,”
Hunt said. “Pineville said

theirs shall be a registered
voter of Rapides Parish.”

Hunt describes the
commission as a “working
board” with volunteers
responsible for events
bringing thousands of peo-
ple to the parish and city,
including Main To Main
and the Fasching Festival.

“Our hours are immeas-
urable, and I don’t think
you can limit the commis-
sion,” she said. “These
events are weeks upon
weeks of planning, plan-
ning, planning. With Main
To Main, we are there from
5:30 in the morning until
late at night.”

Hunt is one of the board
members who would be
affected if the wording in
the act remains the same.
Tammy Eaton, Elaine
Eaton and Jeri Bloxom
would also have to resign,

leaving Bertha Winzer,
Deborah Cooksey and Bill
Cook as the remaining
members.

“This is a board of vol-
unteers, and it may be hard
to get people inside the city
limits to work on it,” Winz-
er said.

Davis and Hunt have
talked with state Rep. Gene
Reynolds, who has provid-
ed a “rough draft” of the
amended act as a place-
holder for the upcoming
legislative session.

“It will hold a place until
the mayor and the com-
mission get together on
what they want to change,”
Reynolds said. “It can be
changed to be whatever
they want to do.”

Reynolds said the bill
has been advertised, which
buys some time for the
mayor and commission.

“We can go right up
until April 13,” which is the
start of the legislative ses-
sion, Reynolds said. “This
Friday is the deadline to
pre-file it, and if I need to
do that, I can. But after that
we can amend that baby all
the way up through the
process. From my stand-
point, I want these two
groups to get together on
what they want.”

Verbiage in the act came
to the forefront last month
when an attorney general’s
opinion on the law showed
the commission has the
right to hire and fire the
Downtown Development
Director.

Hunt requested the
opinion after Davis fired
former director Pattie
Odom in December.

figure out how to teach
them, he says.

Last Thursday, a federal
court denied the Depart-
ment of Justice’s attempt to
throw out Gov. Bobby Jin-
dal’s lawsuit against the
Department of Education,
allowing the case to pro-
ceed.

“Gov. Jindal argues in
the suit that the Obama
administration has used
federal grants to compel
states to enter binding
agreements to adopt and
fully implement a single
set of federally-defined
content standards and to
utilize assessment prod-
ucts created by a federally-
sponsored ‘consortia,’”
officials with the gover-
nor’s office say.

State Rep. Gene

Reynolds, district 10, says if
the suit prevails and Com-
mon Core is withdrawn
from Louisiana, the legisla-
ture is already working on
a solution to replace it.

“There are some solu-
tions in the works now on
Common Core,” he said.
“To me, the governor
should stay home and
engage locals, the legisla-
ture, the BESE board and
Department of Education.
That’s the way you fix

things. I’m optimistic that
we can find a solution to
this thing. I know there’s a
lot of people working
behind the scenes to get
that done.”

He says his objection all
along has been when peo-
ple say ‘Get rid of Common
Core,’ they have no plan
with which to replace it. 

“Now, I think a plan is
near,” he says. “I think they
are wanting to transition
over to a set of standards

and curriculum people can
agree to, and I think people
are now beginning to talk a
little bit. So, I feel sure that
we’ll have a solution to this
coming up. BESE can do a
lot, and once we see what
they do, we’ll just have to
see what bills are filed.”

If CCSS is discontinued,
other questions arise, such
as what will replace it, a
timeframe for doing so and
what will it look like?

Reynolds and

Broughton both brought
up the fact that a new gov-
ernor will be elected next
year and that could make a
huge impact on education
decisions.

“Whatever we do from
this point on needs to be
something the new gover-
nor can live with,”
Reynolds said. “In the next
few weeks, I think we’ll see
some movement on that.”

The 2015 legislative ses-
sion will begin April 13.
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A Minden man is facing a
felony assault charge after a
reported Saturday night fight at
an Angelee Street residence sent
another man to the hospital with

a serious knife wound.
Keandre R. Dillard, 36, has

been charged with aggravated
second degree battery after what
investigating officers say began
as a fight inside the residence
turned into a stabbing, Minden
Chief of Police Steve Cropper
says.

“Lt. Seth Young arrived at the
address and saw the victim,
Anthony Montgomery, come out
of the house with some blood on
his hands,” Cropper said. “Dil-
lard came out of the house short-
ly after and he, too, had blood on
his person.”

Cropper says Dillard claimed

he had been stabbed, but offi-
cers later learned the injury
occurred when he kicked in a
bedroom door. Officers talking
with Montgomery saw he was
bleeding around his waist and he
was taken to Minden Medical
Center. Cropper says his officers
reported 18 stitches were neces-

sary to close the wound.
Dillard is being held at Bayou

Dorcheat Correctional Center.
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perspective

LoTs oF PEoPLE sure hate the Koch brothers.
The Kochs get death threats like this: “if i had a

chance to murder a Koch brother in cold blood, i
would surely take it.”

Jim Dean doesn’t want to kill the Kochs, but he
does want new laws to limit their influence. Dean’s
brother Howard was a Democratic presidential
candidate, and Dean chairs a group called Democ-
racy for America.

“get money out of politics,” Dean says on my
show this week.

But Dean’s not just unhappy
because the Kochs have money to
throw around. He doesn’t like
their politics.

“The Koch brothers are poster
boys for everything that is wrong
in politics because they spend so
much,” he says, and they have
extreme goals like “getting rid of
social security and environmen-
tal laws.”

But they don’t. They just think
today’s environmental laws go too
far, and they want to save social
security from going broke.

Dean says social security “has
been one of the best social programs we’ve ever
had.” When i point out that it’s unsustainable, he
says, “The math works for another 20 years.” Wow.
20 years.

if the Kochs’ views were the same as george
soros’, i don’t think liberals like Dean would com-
plain as much. But Dean claims he’s no hypocrite.

“We don’t like it when Democrats play the same
game. Rahm Emanuel, mayor of Chicago ... is giving
away taxpayer-owned assets in the city to big busi-
nesses whose principals funded his campaign.”

it is disgusting when big shots use their money
to get handouts from government — ethanol subsi-
dies, limits on sugar imports, loan guarantees for
Boeing or special deals from Rahm Emanuel. That’s
government helping well-connected rich people,
handing them money that once belonged to tax-
payers.

But the Kochs aren’t like that. The brothers made
their billions by growing their businesses. That’s a
good thing. That’s real wealth creation, jobs for
people and products people want.

The Kochs oppose subsidies, even for their own
company.

They’d get rid of them if everybody else would.
i should disclose that i’ve spent time with both

David and Charles Koch. They’ve paid me to speak
at a few of their events. i happily took the money
and gave it to charities.

But anyone who understands libertarianism
knows i’d agree with the Kochs even if i’d never met
them. They are pro-immigration, anti-drug war.
They want less defense spending. They got praised
by Attorney general Holder for their campaign to
jail fewer people.

Why is the left so mad at them? it’s definitely not
because they’re the only big spenders in politics.

During the last presidential election, it was
reported that the Kochs spent $60 million. Tom
steyer, the big environmental activist, spent $70
million a few years later.

Yes, groups affiliated with the Kochs spent $400
million. But the Huffington Post reports that labor
unions spent much more: $1.7 billion. union
spending dwarfs Koch spending.

i wish libertarians could just pay the government
to shrink. But that’s not going to happen soon.

The unions, unlike the Kochs, promote econom-
ic ignorance. They push rigid hiring rules, limits on
firing lazy workers, “buy American” campaigns,
taxes on imports and other ideas that stifle growth.
They push inefficiency on a grand scale, and politi-
cians usually go along.

But last month, i was surprised when new Jersey
governor Chris Christie vetoed a bill that would
have required public contractors to buy American.
He wrote, “these bills will simply drive up the price
of doing business, and threaten job creation. Build-
ing economic walls around our state ... will not
improve the lives of our citizens.” Right.

Christie is no libertarian, but maybe he attended
an economic literacy seminar sponsored by the
Kochs.

since unions spend big to get politicians to out-
law smart, efficient business decisions, i’m glad
when people like the Koch brothers come along to
spread the message that government should spend
less and get out of the way.

i wish the Kochs spent more on politics. They
promote a message we don’t hear often enough.

John stossel is host of “stossel” on Fox news and
author of “no They Can’t! Why government Fails,
but individuals succeed.” 

Analysis: Common Core puts Dardenne 
at odds with opponents 

Among LouisiAnA’s candidates
for governor, Republican Jay Dard-
enne is alone in his support for the
divisive Common Core education
standards, a position that could help
define his campaign.

stakeholders in the heated educa-
tion debate disagree about whether
that stance is wise or toxic for the lieu-
tenant governor, and it remains
unclear whether it could help deter-
mine Dardenne’s fate in the october
election.

But it’s now a distinguishing fea-
ture that separates Dardenne from the
three other contenders in the race:
Republican Public service Commis-
sioner scott Angelle, Democratic state
Rep. John Bel Edwards and Republi-
can u.s. sen. David Vitter.

At a candidate forum in shreveport
last week, Dardenne ardently defend-
ed Common Core, while the other
three men offered varying levels of
opposition to the grade-by-grade
benchmarks of what students should
learn in English and math.

“now is not the time for Louisiana
to retreat,” Dardenne said.

use of the Common Core stan-
dards has stoked controversy around
the country as opposition has spread,
particularly among conservative
Republicans.

The standards were developed in a
coordinated effort among states as a
way to better prepare students for col-
lege and careers and measure student
performance. more than 40 states
have adopted Common Core.

opponents accuse the obama
administration of coercing states into
using the standards as an effort to
nationalize education and wrest con-
trol of education policy and curricula
from local school districts. such senti-
ments are repeated by term-limited
gov. Bobby Jindal, a one-time Com-
mon Core supporter who now oppos-

es the standards.
meanwhile, problematic rollouts of

the standards in many states have
generated complaints from some
Democrats, who also criticize Com-
mon Core-aligned standardized tests.

Louisiana’s state lawmakers and
the state education board have
refused to yank the standards from
public school classrooms. Jindal and
other Common Core opponents
promise a renewed effort against the
standards in the leg-
islative session that
begins in mid-April.

Dardenne sug-
gests other candi-
dates in the gover-
nor’s race have
taken their posi-
tions based on
“which way the
wind is blowing.”

“i’m standing by
my principles that
we need to have sta-
bility in education,”
he said.

Edwards previously had raised
some concerns about the standards
and testing, but now has come out as
a direct opponent. Angelle worked for
Jindal when the governor was pushing
the standards, but last week
announced his opposition to them.

Vitter has made the most dramatic
about-face on the issue.

in August, the senator described
Common Core as “very strong, signif-
icant, positive standards.” Four
months later, Vitter completely
reversed course, saying Louisiana
should establish its own system of
standards and testing.

For Republican candidates, the
position taken by Angelle and Vitter
puts them in the good graces of con-
servative groups. The stance taken by
Dardenne keeps him in line with busi-

ness leaders who donate heavily to
political campaigns.

not surprisingly, Common Core
supporters and opponents disagree
on the implications of three guberna-
torial candidates coming out against
the standards.

Rep. Brett geymann, R-Lake
Charles, one of the Legislature’s lead-
ing Common Core opponents, said
having nearly all candidates for gover-
nor against the standards could help
the repeal push gain traction with
state lawmakers.

“i think it’s one of the biggest issues
that voters are going to look at in the
fall, and i think that’s why you see so
many people switching their opinions
on the issue,” geymann said.

He’s not sure Dardenne could lose
an election on that issue alone, but
added: “it’s going to make it difficult
on him.”

Barry Erwin, the president of the
Council for A Better Louisiana, a non-
partisan group that supports Com-
mon Core, disagrees.

He doesn’t believe opposition from
gubernatorial candidates translates
into newfound opposition across the
Legislature. And he doesn’t believe a
candidate’s position on the standards
is a deciding factor for voters in an
election cycle expected to focus heav-
ily on state financial issues.

“i don’t think Common Core is a lit-
mus test issue for hardly anybody
except some at various extremes,”
said Erwin, whose organization does-
n’t endorse candidates.

Dardenne also said he doesn’t see
Common Core as a singular issue
leading to the oct. 24 election. He’ll
find out in the coming months if he’s
right.

melinda Deslatte covers the
Louisiana Capitol for The Associated
Press.
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A local man who hails
from Minden and Shreve-
port has been honored
with United Way’s 2014
Clyde Fant Award.

Harry E. McInnis Jr.
received the award United
Way of Northwest
Louisiana gives annually to
honor an accomplished,
outstanding community
member who has been
supportive of United Way.

McInnis was a member
of the Board of Directors
for Minden Bank and Trust
Company from 1978 to
2000, when the bank
merged with Regions Bank. 

He served as Chairman
of the Board from 1991 to
2000 and also chaired the
executive committee and
loan committee. McInnis
served from 1976 to 1988
on the Executive Com-
mittee of the Louisiana
Association of Business
and Industry and was
Chairman of the Board in
1983. 

McInnis twice served a
term as president of the
Associated General Con-
tractors, Shreveport. He is
a past president of the
Committee of 100 of
Shreveport-Bossier, LSU-S
Foundation, Minden

Chamber of Commerce,
LSU Alumni Association,
Minden Economic Devel-
opment Corporation, and
Minden Jaycees. McInnis
served as Chairman of the
Advisory Board for North-
west Louisiana Vocational
Technical School from
1975 to 1994. He was also a
member of the Louisiana
Board of Commerce and
Industry from 1982 to
1984. 

McInnis is a former

Chairman of the Board of
the LSU Health Sciences
Foundation and is a mem-
ber of the Board of Trustees
of Centenary College and
the Louisiana Committee
of 100. 

McInnis is a member of
First United Methodist
Church of Shreveport,
where he has served as a
member of the Board of
Trustees, the Building
Committee, and the
Finance Committee. 

He was recognized as
Minden’s Outstanding
Young Man of the Year in
1973 and as one of The
Times Outstanding Lead-
ers in 2009. 

McInnis is married to
Frances Carter McInnis, a
retired Caddo Parish
school librarian. McInnis
has three children, Mar-
shall P. McInnis, Katherine
M. Webb and Kyle C. McIn-
nis. He also has six grand-
children.
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Wednesday, March 4

State Rep. Gene Reynolds will host a “Stop the
Burn” meeting at 6 p.m. at Mt. Zion CME Church on
East Union. All concerned citizens are invited to
attend.

Thursday, March 5

Adult Christian Education Class from 6:30 until 8
p.m. at St. John’s Episcopal Church, 1107 Broadway.
Topic for third week: Jesus Crossing Borders (Mark
4:35-8:21).

Parent PARCC test information night will be held
from 6 until 7:30 p.m. at the Doyline High School
cafeteria. Parents can learn ways to assist a child
with the timed PARCC test, express concerns and
ask questions about upcoming Phase I and Phase II,
learn strategies to assist their child with PARCC tests
and the implications of “opting out.” call 318-745-
3673 for information.

Saturday, March 7

Plate lunch benefit for cancer victim Jameelah Salim
from 10 a.m. until 2 p.m. at First Baptist Church of
Cullen. Lunches available for $8 per plate. Free
gospel concert at 6 p.m. at the church with gospel
recording artist Jay Williamson, Springhill High School
class of 1995, as special guest.

Jonquil Jubilee Garden Tour will be from 10 a.m. until
4 p.m. in Gibsland. Tickets for the self-guided tour
are $10 and will be available at the Juvilee booth.
Begin the day with a pancake breakfast from 8 until
10 a.m. at a cost of $5.

Sunday, March 8

Springfield Baptist Church, 2287 Hwy. 517, Mt.
Lebanon, will celebrate its 151st Church Anniversary
at 3 p.m. The Rev. Calvin Williams is pastor; guest
speaker and choir are the Rev. John Cole and Mt.
Comfort Baptist Church.

New Light Missionary Baptist Church, 413 W.R.
Reeder St., will host Annual Deacon and Deaconess
Day Celebration at 3 p.m. Special guest is the Rev.
Reggie Lofton, Pastor and Mt. Nebo Baptist Church.
The Rev. Asby K. Glosson, New Light pastor, invites
the public to attend.

Around TownUnited way honors Mcinnis

Harry McInnis Jr., left; his wife, Frances Don Olsen, 2014 United Way NWLA
board chairman; and Bruce Willson, United Way NWLA CEO. Courtesy photo

New ‘LittLe Library’ 
Dax Cline is dropping off an “out-grown” book at the new “Little Library” that

faces Turner's Pond on Lakeview United Methodist church property on

Lewisville Road. The concept is based on the honor system. Bring a book, and

take a book.  The books may be for children or adults.  Everyone is invited to

participate. Courtesy photo 

Celebrate weddings,
engagements, or 
anniversaries with 
Webster Parish! 
Send an email to 
community@press-
herald.com to find 

out how!
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blake@press-herald.com

The Glenbrook Apache
baseball team was sup-
posed to compete in the
Pine Tree Tournament in
Pine Tree, Texas over the
weekend but inclement
weather forced that tourna-
ment to be canceled.

However, Spring Hill
High School - a Class 4A

school in Longview, Texas
that was also scheduled to
compete in the
tournament -
offered to make the
trip to Minden to
play the Apaches in
a Saturday double-
header.

In game one,
Spring Hill pitchers
Jared Blake and
Braedon Sims com-
bined to no-hit the
Apaches on their
way to a 5-0 win. 

Freshman Nick Mourad
took the loss for
Glenbrook, throwing two
innings, striking out four,

and giving up two earned
runs on two hits.

Clay Simonton
came in to relieve
Mourad throwing
the final four
innings, striking
out two while giv-
ing up one earned
run on two hits.

In game two,
Glenbrook didn’t
fare much better,
dropping that con-
test 5-1.

The Apaches can at least
say they weren’t no-hit in
this contest, with Caleb
Wilson, Colt Wilson and
Clay Simonton all collect-

ing base hits. 
Simonton drove in the

lone run of the double-
header on an RBI single.

Spencer White started
on the mound for the
Apaches going four
innings, giving up three
earned runs, four hits and
striking out three.

Clay Simonton came in
to finish this game off as
well, throwing the final
two frames giving up no
hits and striking out one. 

“I felt like we pitched
well enough to win,” head
coach Jonathan Hardy
said. “We made a few mis-
takes defensively and at

the plate we have to get
better. We struck out way
too much.”

Despite the result, the
Apaches should learn a lot
from these two games
against stout competition.

“Credit to them,” Hardy
said. “They had some real-
ly good pitching. and I
believe that will help us
down the road.”

Glenbrook will look to
reschedule a game with
Claiborne Academy that
got rained out Monday,
with hopes to be back on
the diamond come
Wednesday versus the
Rebels.

BATON ROUGE (AP) -
Thanks to a three-game win-
ning streak, the LSU men’s
basketball team’s postseason
picture is starting to come
into focus.

In fact, the picture is much
clearer now for both the
Southeastern Conference and
NCAA tournaments follow-
ing Saturday’s crucial 73-63
victory over Ole Miss in the
Pete Maravich Assembly
Center.

It was crucial because it
gave LSU a leg up over both
Ole Miss and Georgia in the
race for the No. 4 seed in the
SEC tournament, which
begins March 11 in
Nashville, Tennessee, and it
enhanced the Tigers’ NCAA
tournament résumé.

While earning a berth in
the NCAA tournament for
the first time since 2009 is
the season-long goal, LSU
(21-8, 10-6) still has some
work to do to secure the
fourth seed for the confer-
ence tournament — and the
double-bye that comes with
it.

If not for a near-flawless
second half in which LSU
outscored Ole Miss 50-36
after trailing by four at half-

time, the Tigers would’ve
had little to no shot at landing
the fourth spot in the league
with only two games remain-
ing in the regular season.

“That was something we
talked about before the
game,” forward Jarell Martin
said. “We definitely came out
determined. … We wanted
it.”

By the end of the day,
LSU, fueled by guard Tim
Quarterman’s triple-double,
was tied for fourth with Ole
Miss and Georgia. What’s
more important is that the
Tigers hold the edge over the
Rebels and Bulldogs in the
event of a two-way tie with
either team. LSU also would
get the nod in a three-team
deadlock after going 3-0
against those teams.

The good news carried
over to Sunday when
NCAA.com and ESPN.com
released their updated RPI
lists. LSU made a big jump
in both — rising nine spots to
46th on NCAA.com and
winding up 45th on
ESPN.com.

Yet that was the last thing
on the minds of the LSU
players at halftime Saturday
after the Tigers shot 29.6 per-
cent — their third-worst
shooting half of the season.

“You have it in the back of
your mind, but you don’t
want to have it up front,”
guard Keith Hornsby said of
what was at stake in the key
game. “You have to take the
game as it comes to you, but

it’s good to have it in your
mind so it inspires you to do
well during the game.”

That played a part in a
comeback, which included a
21-3 run in a 10-minute
stretch spanning the end of
the first half and the start of
the second. That gave LSU,
which shot 54.5 percent in
the second half, the momen-
tum it needed to overtake Ole
Miss.

The first half was striking-
ly similar to how LSU,
which trailed by 11 at one
point, played during an 81-
77 upset home loss to
Auburn on Feb. 5.

“That second half was
vitally important,” said
Hornsby, who scored 16
points for his 12th consecu-
tive double-digit game. “I
think we were a little stag-
nant on offense, and Ole
Miss was making some good
plays.”

“Nobody got down on
themselves as a team,” said
Quarterman, who posted
LSU’s first triple-double in
23 years with 18 points, 10
rebounds and 10 assists
despite an ankle injury he
suffered in Friday’s practice.
“That happens in basketball;
you’re not going to make
every shot. As a team, we
went out in the second half
and held each other account-
able.”

Still, there were some
anxious moments in a game
they needed badly.

“I couldn’t help but think

about (the Auburn game),”
Hornsby said. “It was just in
my mind like, ‘Not again.’
But, like we normally do, we
fought our way back and put
ourselves in a good spot.”

As a result, LSU is in a
much better spot going into
its home finale with
Tennessee on Wednesday
and a matchup with
Arkansas, which is second in
the conference, on Saturday
in Fayetteville. If it wins

both, LSU wouldn’t have to
play until the SEC quarterfi-
nals March 13.

“For these guys, it’s all
about chapters,” coach
Johnny Jones said. ??We all
know where we were last
year with the conference
wins, and these guys have
done a terrific job of improv-
ing this year. They under-
stand, and they also under-
stand the significance of
where they are right now.”

SPORTSSPORTS

Know the Score
Need to report a score or have an

interesting sports story? Send a 

message to Blake Branch.

Phone: 377-1866 Ext: 109

E-mail: blake@press-herald.com
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DETROIT (AP) —
Ndamukong Suh can test
the open market when
free agency begins March
10 after the Detroit Lions
did not use the franchise
tag on the star defensive
tackle.

The deadline for teams
to designate franchise or
transition players came
and went Monday, and the
Lions did not say any-
thing publicly about their
decision. There was only
a report early in the day
on the team's website say-
ing the franchise tag's
price of around $27 mil-
lion for Suh proved too
daunting.

Last month, general
manager Martin Mayhew
said he was optimistic
about getting a deal done
with Suh, but the fran-
chise tag may have been
the team's best source of
leverage, and actually
using it could have come
at a prohibitive cost.

When the franchise tag
is used, a team must ten-
der the player a one-year
contract for a figure based
on the average of the five
highest salaries at his
position — or for 120 per-
cent of the player's prior
year's salary, whichever is
higher. It's the latter pro-
vision that pushed Suh's
price tag so high, making
it difficult for the Lions to
use the franchise tag.

Suh has been a force in
the middle of Detroit's
defensive line ever since
the Lions drafted him
with the second overall
pick in 2010. He has 36
sacks in five seasons,
including 8 1/2 in 2014,
when the Lions made the
playoffs as a wild card
while boasting one of the
league's top defenses.

MINNEAPOLIS (AP)
— The Minnesota Vikings
have been trying to take
advantage of their opportuni-
ty to communicate with
Adrian Peterson.

General manager Rick
Spielman said Monday the
organization has had "open
dialogue" with the star run-
ning back since the NFL
tabled his suspension and
returned him to the special
exempt list. That's where
Peterson spent much of the
2014 season, essentially paid
leave, while the child abuse
case he was involved in
played out in court.

The league made that
move Thursday after U.S.
District Judge David Doty
overruled the arbitrator who
denied Peterson's appeal.
Under the parameters of his
suspension, the Vikings
weren't allowed to have any
direct contact with Peterson.
Now they're able to, for the
time being. That's critical
with the NFL's transactions
period starting March 10.
Peterson will turn 30 five
days later.

If the Vikings are going to
keep him, they need to assess
his feelings about staying. If
he's not interested, they'd
likely try to trade him to
receive some compensation
for an elite player rather than
release him for no return. 

SportS
briefs

nfl

Suh hits free
agency market

nfl

Vikings, Peterson
begin talks

Problems started crop-
ping up as late as six
months or so ago. I began
getting calls and comments
from worried folks about a
rather strange and unset-
tling problem. What has
happened to the birds?

Seeds in our feeders
were sprouting and getting
moldy. We had set the table
for songbirds that visited
our yards but the little
feathered fiends were
thumbing their beaks at us.
Only occasionally did a
chickadee or titmouse drop
in for a quick snack but that
was about it.

One of the birds that
stood out by being absent
was the cardinal. Brilliant
red coloring of the males
caused them to be the cen-
ter-piece of our avian flocks
but there was no red to be
seen. It was as if they had
migrated which, of course,
they didn’t because cardi-
nals don’t do that; they’re
here all year long. Of all the

missing birds, the absence
of cardinals has been
lamented the most.

I did some research on-
line as well as visiting with
folks more knowledgeable
about bird behavior than I
am and the source of the
no-bi rds-a t - the-feeder
problem seems to be the
generous attitude of Mother
Nature this year. In short,
the woods were full of
things birds like to eat; they
didn’t need our seeds and
suet.

The year 2014 was a
banner year for growing
stuff in the wild. Plenty of
rains that came every week
or so along with ideal grow-
ing conditions put every
weed that produced seeds
bending to the ground with
a bumper crop. Ditto for all
sorts of berry bushes. Oaks
were flush with acorns. In
other words, not only birds
but deer and other wildlife
were able to tell us thanks –
but no thanks – when given

a choice of commercial
food vs. what Nature pro-
vided. Birds and critters
preferred natural foods over
ours, hands-down.

I hope
I don’t
throw a
shoulder
out of
j o i n t
when I
r e a c h
around to
p a t
myself on
the back
because a

prediction I made via this
column back then was that
should we get snow, sleet or
ice encapsulating natural
wild foods, the birds would
be back.

I was right on the money.
After a few weather fore-
casts predicting snow have
gone awry, northern
Louisiana finally got it last
week. As many as two inch-
es of sleet/snow/ice covered

my yard, rendering the
remaining natural food
unreachable to birds. As a
result, my yard is alive in
flit and flutter.

I have stayed busy keep-
ing feeders filled, an event
necessary several times a
day. What wasn’t eaten
quickly on the exposed
feeders was soon covered
with sleet, creating a situa-
tion not unlike what has
happened in the woods. I
decided to do something
about it and although
messy, it has given the birds
a sheltered place to feed on
seeds not covered by sleet
and snow.

Placing a piece of tin on
my back porch out of the
weather, I have tried to
keep seed available for the
birds but it has been a con-
stant chore as half an hour
after putting out seed, it’s
time to do it again.

The species of bird that
has been the most predomi-
nant in my yard since the

frozen stuff arrived are
goldfinches. Easily num-
bering in the hundreds,
they’re everywhere, on the
feeders, on the thistle bags
and on the porch.

Then there are other
species such as juncos,
doves, white throated spar-
rows, chipping sparrows,
blue jays, and purple finch-
es. One visitor to a suet
block I have hanging is a
Carolina Wren. But the one
bird that has created the
most excitement by its
return is, you guessed it, the
cardinals. When I look out
and see at least a dozen
splashes of crimson on the
feeders, on the ground or in
the bushes next to the yard,
it tells me at least for this
brief icy visit from Mother
Nature, all is right with the
world. 

Glynn Harris Outdoors
is proudly sponsored by
DSK, Ltd. of Minden.

harris

hardy

Winter precipitation arrives, so do birds
L O U I S I A N A  O U T D O O R S

H I G H  S C H O O L  B A S E B A L L

LSU tournament hopes taking shape
C O L L E G E  B A S K E T B A L L

gLENBROOK SWEPT at home 
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BABY BLUES | RICK KIRKMAN AND JERRY SCOTT

BEETLE BAILEY | MORT & GREG WALKER

BLONDIE | DEAN YOUNG AND JOHN MARSHALL

FUNKY WINKERBEAN | TOM BATIUK

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE | CHRIS BROWNE

HI AND LOIS | BRIAN WALKER, GREG WALKER AND CHANCE BROWNE

MOTHER GOOSE & GRIMM | MIKE PETERS

SAM AND SILO | JERRY DUMAS
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RENTAL
COMMERCIAL OF-
FICE SPACE 9’X13’ 
$300/mo. Has desk 
& utilities paid. Pri-
vate entrance. 422-
6471 

BOATS
FOR SALE 2008 
Nitro Z-6 115 HP 
Merc. $12,500 
Firm. 318-265-
0266 

EMPLOY-
MENT

CARING & COM-
PASSIONATE CNA’S 
WANTED
Apply in person.
Cypress Point 
Nursing Center
Bossier City, LA
(behind Lowe’s on 
Douglas Dr.)
318-747-2700
Come & make a 
difference in some-
one’s life 
LPN POSITION Busy 
medical clinic looking 
for an LPN who dem-
onstrates great work 
ethic and dependabili-
ty. Job responsibilities 
will include but not 
limited to; phoning in 
prescriptions, sched-
uling tests and ap-
pointments, answer-
ing telephone calls. 
Office hours are Mon-
day thru Friday, 8:00 
to 5:00. No weekends 
or holidays required. 
Salary based on ex-
perience. Insurance, 
401K, and paid vaca-
tion after probation-
ary time. Please send 
resumes to: LPN Po-
sition P. O. Box 300 
Homer, LA 71040 
MAIN STREET 
HOMER seeks Main 
Street Manager. 
Previous non-profit 
& economic devel-
opment exp pre-
ferred. Strong or-
ganizational, event 
planning, computer 
skills required. 
PT, some travel, 
reports to MSH 
board. Resumes 
to MainStreetHom-
er@gmail.com by 
3/15. Visit www. 
MainStreetHomer.
com for complete 
details. 

M A I N T E N A N C E 
T E C H N I C I A N S 
Fairfield property 
management, a 
residential property 
management firm, 
is currently seek-
ing maintenance 
technicians to join 
our team. General 
maintenance expe-
rience is required.
For more informa-
tion or to apply, 
please call us at 
318-227-8693. To 
apply, visit us on-
line at www.fair-
fieldmanagement. 
com/careers. 
If you do not have 
access to the in-
ternet, you may 
fax your resume to 
318-424-6547 

N O T I C E

Notice is hereby 
given that, in 
accordance with 
L.R.S. 3:1609 and 
LAC 7:XV.314 
(A), the Louisiana 
D e p a r t m e n t 
of Agriculture 
& Forestry, 
Louisiana Boll 
Weevil Eradication 
Commission, has 
established a boll 
weevil eradication 
zone, the Louisiana 
Eradication Zone, 
consisting of all the 
territory within the 
state of Louisiana.  

Notice is further 
given that all 
producers of 
commercial cotton 

in Louisiana 
are required to 
participate in 
the boll weevil 
e r a d i c a t i o n 
program, including 
cost sharing, in 
accordance with 
the Boll Weevil 
Eradication Law 
and regulations.  
This includes, 
but is not limited 
to, reporting of 
cotton acreage, 
and destruction of 
cotton plants and 
stalks by December 
31 of each crop 
year.  A copy of 
the law and rules 
and regulations 
may be obtained 
from the Boll 
Weevil Eradication 
C o m m i s s i o n , 
P.O. Box 3596, 
Baton Rouge, 
LA 70821-3596, 
telephone number 
(225) 922-1338.

Notice is also given 
that the planting 
of noncommercial 
cotton is 
PROHIBITED in 
Louisiana unless 
a written waiver 
is obtained from 
the Commissioner 
of Agriculture 
& Forestry in 
accordance with 
LAC 7:XV.319(C).  
To request a 
waiver, submit a 
written application 
to the Department 
of Agriculture and 
Forestry, at the 
address provided in 
this notice, stating 
the conditions 
under which such 
written waiver 
is requested.

March 3 & 10 & 17, 2015
Minden Press-Herald
_______________ 
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Rates

PricingÊisÊe asy!

$7.75
Per Day - Up to 20 
words! Additional 

words are only 30¢ 
cents more!

GarageÊS ales
No word limit.

$11
One Day

$16.50

Two Days
Receive a FREEÊGar ageÊS aleÊ

KitÊ with your two day ad!

*Garage Sale ads must be prepaid.

Deadlines

Ads
Line ads must be

submitted by noon
the day before

publication. Display ads
two days prior to

publication.

Public Notices
Public notices must be

submitted two days prior to 
publication date depending 

on the length. Notices
may be emailed to

classifieds@press-herald.com

Payments
Cash, Checks, Billing

GrowÊ YourÊB usiness
Call Jamin to place your ad!

Classified line ads are
published Monday 

through Friday in the 
Minden Press-Herald, 
Bossier Press-Tribune

and online at

377-1866
PLACEÊ YOURÊ
ADÊ TODAY!

RealÊE stateÊNot ice
“All real estate advertised herein is 

subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or discrimination 

based on race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination. We will not 

knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate, which is in violation of the law. 

All persons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on an 

equal opportunity basis.

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

SMALL ADS DO SELL!
CALL AND PLACE YOURS 

TODAY! 
377-1866
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CLASSIFIEDS
Grow Your Business
The Press-Herald wants to help you 
grow your business. Contact advertising 
representatives Telina McVay and Curtis 
Mays today.  
Phone: 377-1866
E-mail: advertising@press-herald.com

STATEWIDEÊ ADS
Attorneys

SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY  BENEFITS. 
Unable to work? Denied 
benefits?  We Can Help!  
WIN or Pay Nothing! 
Contact Bill Gordon & 
Associates at 1-800-
715-6804 to start your 
application today!

Auction
Caddo Parish Commission 
& District Attorney, U.S. 
Bankruptcy Court, Bossier 
Sheriff’s Office and Open 
Consignment Auto & 
Equipment Auction, Sat., 
Feb. 21 at 10AM.  Cars, 
trucks, excavators, SUVÕ s, 
drug seizure vehicles, 
office furniture and much 
more.  The Lawler Auction 
Facility, 7781 Hwy. 1 
North, Shreveport, LA.  For 
photos, lists, terms, and to 
place absentee bids, click 
on www.lawlerauction.
com or call (318) 929-
7003.  Danny Lawler, 
Auctioneer, La. Lic. # 1201.

Education
AIRLINE MECHANIC 
CAREERS Get trained as 
an FFA certified Aviation 
Mechanic. Financial Aid 
for qualified students. Job 
placement assistance. 
Cell Aviation Institute 

Maintenance 877-902-
6315

PHARMACY TECHS 
NEEDED NOW! 
Pharmacies are hiring 
now!  NO EXPERIENCE 
NEEDED! Ayers can get 
you job ready! Day & 
Evening classes! Ayers.
edu/disclosures 1-888-
247-9245

TRAIN AT HOME TO 
PROCESS MEDICAL 
Billing & Insurance 
Claims! Online training 
at Ayers can get you 
ready HS Diploma/GED & 
Internet required  1-888-
778-0456   

Financial
Reduce Your Past  Tax 
Bill by as much as 75 
Percent. Stop Levies, 
Liens and Wage 
Garnishments. Call The 
Tax DR Now to see if you 
Qualify 1-800-916-6934 

Sell your structured 
settlement or annuity 
payments for CASH 
NOW. You donÕ t have 
to wait for your future 
payments any longer! 
Call 1-800-402-5744 

For Sale DISH TV 
Retailer -  SAVE! Starting 
$19.99/month (for 12 
months.) FREE Premium 
Movie Channels. FREE 

Equipment, Installation 
& Activation. CALL, 
COMPARE LOCAL 
DEALS! 1-800-638-4396  

Get The Big Deal 
from DirecTV! Act 
Now- $19.99/mo. Free 
3-Months of HBO, starz, 
SHOWTIME & CINEMAX 
FREE GENIE HD/DVR 
Upgrade! 2014 NFL 
Sunday Ticket Included 
with Select Packages. 
New Customers Only 
IV Support Holdings 
LLC- An authorized 
DirecTV Dealer Some 
exclusions apply - Call for 
details 1-800-413-8235

REDUCE YOUR CABLE 
BILL! Get a whole-
home Satellite system 
installed at NO COST 
and programming under 
$1 a day. FREE HD/
DVR Upgrades. CALL 
NOW 877-381-8008  

Switch & Save Event 
from DirecTV! Packages 
starting at $19.99/mo. Free 
3-Months of HBO, STARZ, 
SHOWTIME & CINEMAX 
FREE GENIE HD/DVR 
Upgrade! 2015 NFL 
Sunday Ticket Included 
with Select Packages. 
New Customers Only 
IV Support Holdings 
LLC- An authorized 
DirecTV Dealer Some 
exclusions apply - Call for 
details 1-800-697-1573

Health
Canada Drug Center  is 
your choice for safe and 
affordable medications. 
Our licensed Canadian 
mail order pharmacy will 
provide you with savings 
of up to 75 percent 
on all your medication 
needs. Call today 1-800-
315-6241 for $10.00 off 
your first prescription 
and free shipping.

Got Knee Pain? Back 
Pain? Shoulder Pain? 
Get a pain-relieving 
brace -little or NO cost to 
you. Medicare Patients 
Call Health Hotline 
Now! 1- 800-457-6014

Medical Guardian - Top-
rated  medical alarm 
and 24/7 medical alert 
monitoring. For a limited 
time, get free equipment, 
no activation fees, no 
commitment, a 2nd 
waterproof alert button for 
free and more - only $29.95 
per month. 800-685-6707

Help Wanted
25 DRIVER TRAINEES 
NEEDED NOW Become 
a driver for TMC 
Transportation! Earn 
$700 per week! No CDL? 
No Problem! Training is 
available. 1-888-300-
8841

25 TRUCK DRIVER  
TRAINEES NEEDED! 
Become a driver for 
Stevens Transport! Earn 
$800 Per Week! NO 
CDL? NO PROBLEM! 
Train here in Shreveport! 
1-888-778-0484  

TRUCK DRIVERS-NO 
EXPERIENCE NEEDED! 
Begin a new career as 
a driver for Schneider 
National! Local CDL 
Training gets you job 
ready! Call for details! 
1-888-379-3550

Miscellaneous
BLANKET LOUISIANA 
Reach 2 million readers. 
With the Louisiana 
Statewide miniClassified 
Advertising Network you 
can place your 15 word 
(maximum) classified 
ad over 100 Louisiana 
newspapers all across 
Louisiana for only $125. 
For more info call 800-
701-8753 ext.106.

DIVORCE WITH OR 
WITHOUT children 
$125.00. Includes name 
change and property 
settlement agreement. 
SAVE hundreds. Fast 
and easy. Call 1-888-733-
7165, 24/7

DONATE YOUR CAR, 
TRUCK OR BOAT TO 
HERITAGE FOR THE 

BLIND. Free 3 Day 
Vacation, Tax Deductible, 
Free Towing, All 
Paperwork Taken Care 
Of. 800-953-9884

GET THE WORD OUT! 
Use the Louisiana Press 
AssociationÕ s Press 
Release Service to get 
your news out.  We can 
send your release to 346 
media outlets, both print 
and broadcast (or choose 
115 newspapers or 231 
broadcasters) in the State 
of  Louisiana for one low 
price. Call Mike at LPA for 
info. 225-344-9309.

The LPA 2014 Directory 
is now available.  Order 
yours now - THE source 
for info on Louisiana’s 
newspapers as well as 
broadcast media in the 
state.  Names, addresses, 
phone and fax numbers, 
demographics - it’s all 
here.  Call the LPA at 225-
344-9309 or 800-701-
8753 to order.

YOUR AD HERE! Place 
your classified ad in 
over 100 Louisiana 
newspapers, with a 
total circulation of more 
than 1 million for only 
$265.  We also offer out 
of state placement. For 
information call Mike at 
The Louisiana Press 
Association 225-344-
9309.
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