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Charges against Erin
Maness, a woman accused
of stealing more than
$12,000 from her former
employer, have been
amended to racketeering.

Maness was in court on
May 18 in front of 26th
Judicial District Judge Jeff
Cox on arraignment on an
amended bill of informa-
tion for charges of theft of
$1,500 or more, racketeer-
ing and conspiracy to
commit racketeering.

Assistant District Attor-
ney Hugo Holland says
Maness pled
not guilty to
the charge
of racketeer-
ing and trial
has been set
for June 15.
She has
been
remanded
into custody
on the new charge. Her

bond was set at $15,000.
“I am going to dismiss

the other charges as the
racketeering encompasses
all of them,” Holland said.
“Unless she pleads guilty,
which is unlikely, she is
going to be tried by a jury
of her peers.”

Maness was originally
charged with one count of
felony theft of more than
$12,000 and 28 counts of
theft of business records,

Webster Parish Sheriff
Gary Sexton said at the
time of her arrest.

The business records
were state certificates,
which potentially could be
valuable, he says. 

“The company per-
formed an internal audit
and found the losses,” Sex-
ton said during the initial
investigation. “They pro-

Maness’ charges amended to racketeering
COurt WatCh

Suspect accused of stealing more
than $12k from former employer

MANESS
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Just in time for the Memorial Day
weekend, Caney Lakes recreation
areas’ gates are opening for the sea-
son.

Beginning Friday, families can
enjoy the swim beach, volleyball
court, boat launch and camping areas.  

Caney Lakes is located just north of
Minden.  The campground will fully
accommodate motor homes includ-
ing water and electrical hook-ups. 

The day use entrance gate will be
open at 6 a.m. until at 8 p.m.   To
accommodate fishermen and other
lake users, the entrance gate from
Methodist Camp Road will be open at
all times and the recreation permit
will be required. 

Guests at Caney lakes participating
in any day use activities, including
fishing, will be charged a fee of $3.
The permit is valid for the purchaser
and other passengers, not to exceed
six people.  Camping fees include $15
for Beaver Dam Campground and $10
for Turtle Slide Campground. Seasonal
day use permits are available at $30 or
$15 with the America the Beautiful
Senior Pass and are valid for an unlim-
ited number of visits during the cur-
rent recreational season.  Seasonal
permits are valid for the purchaser
and other passengers, not to exceed
six people per vehicle.

Kisatchie officials say 95 percent of
these fees are returned to Kisatchie
National Forest to maintain and
improve recreational facilities.

Only certified aid dogs are allowed
in the swimming and ski areas.  Only
dogs on a leash are permitted in the
recreation area.

Caney Lakes
recreation
area opens
Friday

Day use entrance gates that have
been closed to visitors all winter will
open to Caney Lakes recreation areas
beginning at 6 a.m., Friday.  File Photo

OutdOOrs

Anne and Kerry Easley stand with the gate they purchased during the construction of The
Courtyard. Kerry Easley says the gate is roughly 250 years old, and with the fence and stair-
case, they wanted to give it a French New Orleans feel.  Michelle Bates/Press-Herald

Courtyard grand opening,
ribbon cutting is Saturday

After eight years of hard work and building
a vision, Kerry and Anne Easley are inviting
the public to come to The Courtyard for its
official grand opening and ribbon cutting.

Set for 5:30 p.m., Saturday, May 23, the
Easleys are excited about the public getting to
be a part of their investment in the arts and
historic downtown Minden. The event, locat-
ed at 105 Pearl St., will feature the official rib-

bon cutting, followed by
live music, jambalaya and
beer, all free of charge. 

Kerry Easley, owner of
Easley Studios and The
Courtyard, says the build-

ing and courtyard hold special significance for
him and his wife Anne.

“We’re now able to invest in ourselves
instead of a 401K,” he said. “We’ve taken an
eyesore and turned it into a destination. We’ve
been in business for eight years now, and
we’ve moved to this new location, so it’s just to

BY MICHELLE BATES
michelle@press-herald.com

The staircase was purchased with the
help of former downtown develop-
ment director Pattie Odom, who
helped the Easleys obtain a Restora-
tion Incentive Grant to make the pur-
chase. The grant was in the amount
of $10,000. Michelle Bates/Press-Herald
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Green headlights lead to man’s arrest
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Homer
Police

Department
seeking
reserve
officers

The Homer Police
Department is seeking

individuals interested in
applying to be a reserve
officer. For more infor-

mation and to obtain an
application, contact

Homer Police Depart-
ment Officer Johnnie

Hough, Police Chief Rus-
sell Mills by phone at

318-927-4001, 
email at homerpo-

lice9@gmail.com or stop
by the Homer Police
Department at 400

East Main St. in Homer.

MICHELLE BATES
michelle@press-herald.com

A Minden man was
stopped in the vicinity of
Moore Street for having green
headlights.

Tqunoneon D. Mims, 24, of
the 300 block of South Abney

Street, was arrested Friday, May
15, and charged with posses-
sion of a stolen firearm and
headlamps other than white.
Bond was set at $33,000.

Police Chief Steve cropper
says while Officer Chris Ham-
montree was on patrol on East
Street, he noted a vehicle with
green headlights. Hammon-

tree initiated the traffic stop
on that vehicle. 

“You can’t have green
headlights or blue,” Cropper
said. “There are some head-
lights that give the appear-
ance of blue, but these were
green.”

He clarified, saying the
only legal headlights are the

clear bulb headlights.
Cropper says the officer

“observed” signs of drug use
and one of the passengers in
the vehicle gave a false name. 

Mims was asked permis-
sion to search the vehicle, and
upon consent, Hammontree
found a 9 mm handgun
inside, Cropper says.

“They ran the gun and got
an NCIC hit for being stolen
out of Arkansas, and at that
point, Mr. Mims was arrested
for possession of a stolen
firearm,” the chief said. 

He was booked at the Min-
den police station and trans-
ported to Bayou Dorcheat
Correctional Center.

MIMS

let everyone in town know
that we’ve moved and that
we have a new building.”

Originally, the Easleys
bought the Rogers frame
shop. They expanded from
just framing into photogra-
phy for all the schools for
Webster Parish as well as
some in Bossier Parish. 

The Courtyard is an out-
door photo studio and
event center. They rents
The Courtyard for various
events such as weddings,

Mardi Gras parties, and the
Minden-South Webster
Chamber of Commerce
has rented it for special
events as well.

“When we bought this
building, there was just a
vacant lot next door,” he
said. “Anne and I love New
Orleans, and we love that
New Orleans courtyard feel
and we wanted to take that
empty lot and turn it into
something nice.”

Much of the materials at
The Courtyard are salvaged
materials, such as the front
fence. Easley says the
wrought iron picket fence
came from New Orleans,

and the gate is roughly 250
years old.

The Easleys say the old
Crichton building was con-
structed in the 1920s by
Thomas Crichton Sr. It
originally housed four sep-
arate businesses – three
downstairs and one
upstairs – none of them
connected, only accessed
through the outside.

“Mr. Crichton was
known to build stout build-
ings since he also owned a
concrete and gravel com-
pany,” Anne Easley said. “It
was originally and always
has been a stand-alone
building, unlike all of the

other historic buildings in
Minden which share
walls.”

Kerry Easley says former
downtown development
director Pattie Odom was
instrumental in their quest
to revitalize the building
and The Courtyard. She
helped them apply for and
were awarded two state
grants for the project. One
grant was a Restoration
Incentive Grant for
$10,000, which helped pay
for the exterior stairs. Kerry
Easley says the stairs cost
about $26,000.

“It really helped us fin-
ish this thing off the way

we wanted it, which was
really nice,” Kerry Easley
said. “We wanted it to have
a French New Orleans his-
torical look. (Odom) was
extremely helpful in help-
ing us get the forms we
needed, the tax incentives,
and if it weren’t for her, we
wouldn’t have known
about (these grants).”

The other grant was a
Tax Incentive Grant, which
allowed the Easleys to get
credits against their state
taxes for 25 percent of the
total cost of the project. 

They also shoot product
photographs for
Amazon.com, which

means they photograph
products the online com-
pany is selling, Easley says.

The company is also
part of the Cultural Arts
District, which means any
art that is sold, no taxes are
charged. 

“It means we have been
designated from the State
of Louisiana as a cultural
art (business),” he said.
“We were also the first art
gallery to open in Minden.
Minden has City Art Works
too. Now we do art, pho-
tography, custom framing
and music. Anne and I like
it because it’s just a cool
job to have.”

EASLEY
Continued from page 1

LUKE CREASY
Special to the Press-Herald

A three-time world
champion bareback rider
will be the featured rider at
the Ringgold Round-Up at
the Bienville Parish Fair
Association fairgrounds.

In Ringgold, just 30
minutes south of Minden,
Will Lowe will ride retired
former horse of the
National Finals Rodeo Wise
Guy, solely to raise funds
for the Barksdale Wounded
Warriors Association Fri-
day, May 22. 

As it is Memorial Day
Weekend, anyone with a
military I.D. of any kind,
veterans or active military,
will get into the rodeo for
free. The rodeo is at 7:30
p.m., Friday May 22, and
Saturday, May 23. 

“The match-up is on
Friday, at the end of the
rodeo,” stock contractor
Dustin Murray, who pro-
vides most of the animals
for the event, said. “It’s the
feature event.” 

Wise Guy, who is owned
by Scotty Lovelace, is being
brought out of retirement
just for this match up.

Wise Guy is 25 and
made 17 consecutive trips
to the NFR in bareback rid-
ing. Cowboys have won
nearly a quarter million
dollars on him at the NFR
and nearly half a million
dollars won on him
through his career. 

“We never bucked him
more than 12 times a year
and in his last five years
bucking we only bucked
him about eight times a

year, just enough to qualify
for the NFR,” Lovelace,
who dotes on his champi-
on horse, said. “One year,
he blew a tendon in the
short round of San Anto-
nio, (in February), and we
barely got him away from
the house to get him
bucked enough for the
NFR that year. Every rodeo
he was hauled to he was
your short round, final four
round, top match up kind
of horse.

“He has COPD, (Chronic
Obstructive Pulmonary
Disease), like people get so
we hardly ever bucked him
after winter rodeos, till it
cooled off again in fall
because the heat makes it
harder to breath,” he con-
tinued.

So seeing Wise Guy at a
rodeo in May is a rarity and
seeing him in the state of
Louisiana will also be a
first. Wise Guy was retired
at the 2013 NFR in go
round one when Caleb
Bennett won the round on
him- it was the ninth
round won on Wise Guy at
the NFR and hasn’t been
bucked since.

“I’m just glad Scotty is
willing to buck him again.
That horse loves to buck; I
bet he’s tired of standing
around,” Lowe said of the
horse he will ride. 

This will not be the first
time Lowe has climbed
aboard Wise Guy: the first
time was in Lowe’s rookie
year, 2002, when the then
19 year old climbed on him
for a check in the short
round of San Antonio,
Texas. 

“That ride kicked off my

career really,” Lowe recalls.
“I had him a lot since,
never the same trip twice
but one thing was certain,
he was going to turn out of
there and get after it. He’s
one horse I would bet on
every time. I’m just happy
to nod my head on a horse
like that again before he’s
gone. He’s been awesome
every time. I’ve driven
across the United States to
get on that horse numer-
ous times. Lots of horses
you wouldn’t walk across
the street to get on, but this
is one I’d gladly drive
across Texas to get on just
for fun.” 

This year is the third
Ringgold Round-Up and
the first year it’s been a pro
(PRCA) rodeo. Cody
Demoss, 10-time NFR Sad-
dle Bronc Riding qualifier
and committee member, is
proud of this new rodeo
and hopeful for the future
of the rodeo and the
potential of the fair-
grounds as he explains.

“Last year about 1,500
people came out to the
rodeo,” he said. “We had a
crawfish boil one night and
a fish fry the next. Every
dime we make, (besides
the money people donate
to the Wounded Warriors),

goes back into the local
riding club and fair-
grounds. Last year, I got on
my bareback horse, second
competitor of the first
event and the power went
out. So this year, we had a
lot of work done to make
the electricity reliable. We
hope to make enough
money at the rodeo to get
the grounds to the level
they need to be to have 4-H
shows and exhibits. 

“This rodeo is some-
thing these people don’t
get to see,” he continued.
“Lots of rodeos advertise
they’ll have top caliber
cowboys and the guys real-

ly aren’t all that’s promised;
but in this case, there will
be pro cowboys there and
there is a guaranteed
match-up well worth the
price of admission fea-
tured at the end of the
rodeo Friday night. It isn’t a
big town, there’re no hotels
and no McDonald’s, but we
try to make it worth the
trip. It’s Memorial Day
Weekend so it’s all about
America and family. We try
to make it like rodeo was
when rodeo was the num-
ber one sport in America.”

Ringgold Round-Up is this weekend following rodeo

A three-time world champion bareback rider will be the featured rider at the Ringgold Round-Up at the Bienville
Parish Fair Association fairgrounds. Courtesy Photo
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OBituariEs
J. D. Speer

Funeral services for J. D. Speer will be at
2 p.m., Friday, May 22, 2015, at Rose-
Neath Funeral Home Chapel in Minden
with the Rev. Emile Roussean officiating.
Interment will follow at Woodard Ceme-
tery in Taylor. The family will receive
friends from 5 until 7 p.m., Thursday, May
21, 2015, at Rose-Neath Funeral Home in
Minden.

J. D. was born March 6, 1933, in Taylor
and entered into rest May 19, 2015, in
Minden. 

He is survived by his wife, Betty Speer of
Sibley; stepdaughter, Brenda Camp and
husband James of Homer; granddaughter,
Lacy Camp; grandson, Josh Camp of
Homer; great-granddaughter, April Aguilar
and husband Mike of Haughton; great-
great-grandchildren, Michael and Daniel;
and a host of friends and other relatives. 

Jerry T. Terral
Jerry T. Terral went home to be with his

Lord Jesus Christ on May
19, 2015.

Funeral services will be
at 10 a.m., Friday, May 22,
2015 at The City On The Hill
Pentecostal Church in Min-
den with the Rev. Jeff Ram-
sey and the Rev. Gerald
Trammell officiating. Inter-
ment will follow at Beulah
Cemetery in Farmerville at 2 p.m.

The family will receive friends from 5

until 8 p.m., Thursday, May 21, 2015, at
The City On The Hill Pentecostal Church. 

Jerry was born August 13, 1933, to
Frank and Hazel Terral in Lisbon. He
served in the Korean War with a Purple
Heart honor. He retired from the oil field
after 39 years and he owned his own sand
blasting company for 12 years.

He was preceded in death by his par-
ents, Frank Terral and Hazel Sublett; sis-
ters, Betty McCartney, Wylma Brown;
brother, Bobby Terral, and son, Jerry
Wayne Terral.

He leaves to cherish his memories; wife
Betty Terral; step-mother, Lola Terral; son,
Kevin Terral; daughters, Patti Thomasen,
Cindy Bowles, Susan Donovan, Rose Biles;
brothers, Larry Terral, Keith Terral; sisters,
Brenda McDaniel, Renee’ Brogdon, Katie
Block; 12 grandchildren; 22 great-grand-
children; numerous aunts; uncles; nieces;
nephews and cousins.

Jerry was a member of The City On The
Hill Church. He loved to deer hunt and go
camping, but most of all he loved to be
with his family. He also had a large extend-
ed family and friends who called him
“Wine”. Jerry was such a hard worker but
also loved having fun.

Pallbearers will be Chris Thomasen,
Duane Bowles, David Biles, Michael Biles,
Tatum Terral and Jimmy Hall.

Honorary pallbearers are BJ McDaniel,
Terry Brown, Travis Brown, Jeff Smiley and
Jimmy Franks.

In lieu of flowers donations may be
made to Beulah Cemetery, 1801 Cherry
Ridge Road, Farmerville, La. 71241.

TERRAL

vided us with the informa-
tion uncovered by the
audit and we arrested the
suspect Wednesday morn-
ing (June 11, 2014).”

WPSO’s investigation
revealed Maness had been
taking checks and cash
intended for her employer
for more than a year. The
thefts were said to have
occurred from Jan. 2013
through April 2014. She
had been employed at the

business for a little more
than one and a half years.

According to her
amended bill of informa-
tion, Maness and her hus-
band, Scott, “each sepa-
rately and when acting
together constituting an
enterprise, engaged in a

pattern of racketeering…”
The bill of information

lists six different times
between April 2013 and
September 2013 in which
Erin Maness committed
theft of about $400 each
time. The second count
accuses Erin Maness of

conspiring with her hus-
band to commit theft by
fraud.

According to Louisiana
Revised Statute 15:1354,
the penalty following con-
viction of racketeering is
not more than a $1 million
fine and/or up to 50 years

in prison “when the
amount of the violation
exceeds ten thousand dol-
lars shall be required to
serve at least five years of
the sentence without ben-
efit of probation, parole,
or suspension of sen-
tence.”

MANESS
Continued from page 1

BATON ROUGE — After
weeks of wrangling for
ways to generate more
money, the Louisiana
House readied Thursday to
debate next year's $24.4
billion budget proposal.

A package of budget
bills to finance state gov-
ernment operations in the
2015-16 fiscal year that
begins July 1 was sched-
uled for votes, with law-
makers feeling a bit more
upbeat about the budget
situation than when they
opened the legislative ses-
sion in April.

Since then, the House
passed a series of tax
changes to raise more
money for state coffers, an
estimated $615 million.
That, combined with
money from improved
income forecasts and other
patchwork financing,
would close about $850
million of the gap original-
ly projected for next year.

House leaders estimate
lawmakers need another
$140 million to address the
remaining list of budget
needs identified by the
House and Senate.

Higher education,
which started the legisla-
tive session facing cuts of
up to 80 percent of its state
financing, would be spared
slashing. But under the
budget proposal awaiting
debate, cuts still would fall
across public health care
services, state parks, muse-
ums and agricultural serv-
ices.

Without additional dol-
lars, the LSU privatization
deals are short of what the
hospital operators say they
need to continue providing
the current level of services
to the poor and uninsured
who rely on the facilities.

In addition, LSU's med-
ical schools in New
Orleans and Shreveport
would be left with millions

of dollars in insurance and
retiree costs from the pri-
vatization deals that med-
ical school leaders say
could leave them strug-
gling to stay afloat.

Whatever passes the
House is tied to a tricky
balancing act with the Sen-
ate.

Many of the tax bills —
which would rework tax
break programs, scale back
state subsidies for busi-
nesses and raise the state
cigarette tax — face oppo-
sition, particularly from
businesses that would find
themselves paying more in
taxes with the changes.

A political action com-
mittee for the chemical
industry is running radio
ads around the state
attacking one of the tax
measures, and lawmakers
say some of their districts
have been hit with robo-
calls criticizing their tax
votes.

The Senate is expected
to make changes to the tax
bills, and senators are try-
ing to come up with more
money to plug into next
year's budget. The opposi-
tion from the business
community is certain to
make those financial nego-
tiations harder.

Meanwhile, several of
the tax measures don't
meet Gov. Bobby Jindal's
parameters of what tax
changes he's willing to
consider. The Republican
governor, who is building a
likely presidential cam-
paign, won't agree to any-
thing considered a net tax
increase by national anti-
tax activist Grover
Norquist.

Senators have been try-
ing to find loopholes to Jin-
dal's rules, to cobble
together a budget and tax
deal that would be consid-
ered veto-proof.

Louisiana House to debate
next year’s budget Thursday 

lOuisiaNa lEgislaturE

BATON ROUGE —
Gov. Bobby Jindal's
effort to enact by
executive order a pro-
posal shot down by
state lawmakers is
raising questions
about whether the
Republican governor
is overreaching legal-
ly.

Hours after law-
makers shelved a
divisive religious
objections bill, Jindal
issued an order aimed
at doing the same
thing as the bill.

It prohibits state
agencies from deny-
ing licenses, benefits,
contracts or tax
deductions in
response to actions
taken because of
someone's "religious
belief that marriage is

or should be recog-
nized as the union of
one man and one
woman."

Rep. Walt Leger,
the second-ranking
House member, calls
the
order
"more
than
likely
unen-
force-
able."

Other
oppo-
nents of
the bill have lodged
similar claims about
Jindal's order, saying
it has little real
impact. Jindal's office
dismisses such criti-
cism, saying the order
protects "religious
liberty."

JINDAL

Critics bash Jindal on
‘religious freedom’
executive order 

statE uprOar



Louisiana's harsh approach to
marijuana possession is destructive
for families and costly for the state.
Under current law, someone caught
with a small amount of marijuana
for a second time faces up to five
years in prison. On third offense,
the sentence can be up to 20 years
— which is dramatically more than
in neighboring states.

This sort of draconian punish-
ment for non-violent and drug
offenses has made Louisiana the
incarceration capital of the world.
That is a title the state should work
to shed.

A bill by New Orleans Sen. J.P.
Morrell would help move the state
in the right direction. Senate Bill
241, which was approved unani-
mously by the Judiciary C Commit-
tee Tuesday, would reduce jail time
significantly. The sentence for pos-
session of 14 grams or less for a first
offense would be no more than 15
days in jail. For somewhat larger
amounts, the sentence for a first or
second offense would top out at six
months.

The first offense could be erased
two years after completion of a sen-
tence, probation or parole if no
other offenses were committed
within that period. That second
chance provision is a key change.

Third and fourth convictions
would be felonies, but the maxi-
mum sentence would be greatly
reduced from the 20 years possible
now. A third conviction would carry
no more than four years in jail and a
fourth or subsequent offense no
more than eight years.

Advocates for reduced sentences
for nonviolent and drug offenses
have pushed to eliminate felony
charges for possession of small
amounts of marijuana. That would
be a good change, but it also seems
unlikely to pass the Legislature.

Sen. Morrell managed to get
reform advocates and law enforce-
ment officials to agree on the ver-
sion of SB 241 presented to Judici-
ary C Tuesday. That is no small feat.

His legislation would be a sub-
stantial improvement over current
law. Not only does it reduce exces-
sive sentences, it should lower the
number of people who end up
charged with felonies. That could
make a huge difference in people's
lives, particularly in being able to
get or keep a job and support them-
selves and their families.

Despite the efforts of a broad-
based coalition pushing for sen-
tencing reforms in recent years, the
Legislature has made only modest
changes. That includes a law to
allow prosecutors and some defen-
dants to enter into plea agreements
for sentences below mandatory
minimums. Another change allowed
second-time offenders who are
model prisoners to be eligible for
parole after serving a third of their
sentences instead of 50 percent.

Advocates for reform argue that
reducing the prison population
would save the state millions of dol-
lars in supervision and incarcera-
tion costs. Sen. Morrell said his bill
alone is estimated to save the state
up to $6 million over five years. It
also would bring relief to thousands
of families.

Mainly because of mandatory
minimum sentences, the state's
prison population doubled over the
past 20 years to 40,000, according to
Blueprint Louisiana, a statewide cit-
izen group focused on reforms in
criminal justice, education, health
care and other issues. "Only 37 per-
cent of offenders in Louisiana have
been convicted of violent crimes ...
and the average sentence for a
drug-related crime is almost 10
years," according to the group.

Having that many people in
prison consumes state resources
that could be used for education or
health care or other vital services.
And it unnecessarily breaks apart
families and makes them vulnerable
financially.

Violent offenders ought to be in
prison. But some offenders who are
serving life sentences in Louisiana
have never been convicted of a vio-
lent crime. That makes no sense.

One in every 86 adults in our
state is serving time, which is more
than twice the national average.

Sen. Morrell's legislation would
help Louisiana decrease those num-
bers over time. The Senate and
House ought to follow the Judiciary
Committee's lead and approve his
bill.
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Perhaps the Louisiana
Association and Business and
Industry doesn’t wield the big
stick at the Capitol as it did in
years past.

And LABI’s undoing this
year, so to speak, should
remind us of that old phrase,
“loose lips sink ships.”  

This isn’t the World War II
era, though, when the “loose
lips” remark was made
famous.  This is Louisiana.
The year is 2015.  It’s a big
election year, meaning every
meaningful office from gov-
ernor to state representative
to state senator and so on
will appear on the ballot this
fall, or after
the Legisla-
ture either
guts the
state budget
or raises
taxes to
make ends
meet.  A
$1.6-billion
revenue
shortfall is
the culprit.
The con-
stituents
have a lot to lose.  

It was just two weeks ago
that the House of Represen-
tatives tossed caution to the
wind, ignoring the state’s
largest and most powerful
business lobby along the way,
and approved some $650 mil-
lion in new taxes for the Sen-
ate to consider forthwith.
Forthwith arrived Monday
when the Senate Revenue
and Fiscal Affairs Committee,
chaired by Sen. Neil Riser of
Columbia, green-lighted
every revenue-raising meas-
ure the House approved on

June 7.  The full Senate will
entertain the bills later this
week or next week.  Any dif-
ferences between the legisla-
tion that passed the House
and the Senate will be ham-
mered out in a conference
committee made up of the
members of the House and
Senate who authored the bills
in the first place, or someone
else who’s towing the compa-
ny line. 

I think you get the picture.
LABI should get the pic-

ture, too, especially Stephen
Waguespack, LABI’s presi-
dent, who may have crossed
a line after the House ginned
up the hundreds of millions
of dollars in new taxes to
avoid closing some colleges
and universities.  Or worse.

More specifically, Wagues-
pack’s observation that the
House approved the largest
tax increase in the history of
Louisiana in one day seems
to have struck a nerve.  Better
put, a number of lawmakers
didn’t cotton to being called
out by LABI’s main man since
the Legislature has given
LABI just about everything
LABI has asked for since the
early 1980s.  Do the research
if you doubt that observation.

We got a whiff of LABI’s
rather weakened position in
the eyes of lawmakers when
the House Judiciary Commit-
tee turned a deaf ear last
week to three pieces of legis-
lation championed by LABI
as must-haves in this year’s
session.  The three bills dealt
with “transparency” as it
relates to judges and their
courts.

Holding judges to the
same standards as every

other elected official in
Louisiana isn’t necessarily a
bad idea and had the bills
not surfaced after Wagues-
pack lowered the boom on
the House, perhaps the legis-
lation would have encoun-
tered a more welcoming
audience.  That’s neither here
nor there.  

What’s relevant is LABI’s
efforts to shed some light on
the courts is dead for this
session and possibly for years
to come.  That’s just the way
it is when lawmakers feel as if
they’ve been disrespected.
Or when someone speaks or
Tweets without thinking
about what they’re about to
say.

This, too, shall pass and
Waguespack and LABI have
plenty of time to make things
right.  After all, there’s an
election just around the cor-
ner, and scores of candidates
will be in need of the most
important ingredient in any
campaign — money.  It just
so happens LABI has plenty
to give.  

Hugs and kisses will be
exchanged, and all will be
forgiven before you know it.
p~ã=e~åå~=gêK=áë=éìÄäáëÜÉê

çÑ=qÜÉ=lì~ÅÜáí~=`áíáòÉåI=~åÇ
ÜÉ=ëÉêîÉë=áå=~å
ÉÇáíçêá~äLã~å~ÖÉãÉåí
Å~é~Åáíó=ïáíÜ=qÜÉ=`çåÅçêÇá~
pÉåíáåÉä=~åÇ=qÜÉ=cê~åâäáå
pìåI=íÜêÉÉ=åÉïëé~éÉêë
çïåÉÇ=~åÇ=çéÉê~íÉÇ=Äó=íÜÉ
e~åå~=Ñ~ãáäóK=eÉ=Å~å=ÄÉ
êÉ~ÅÜÇ=Äó=Å~ää=PNUJUMRJUNRU
çê=Éã~áäáåÖ=Üáã=~í=ë~ãÜ~åJ
å~àê]ë~ãÜ~åå~àêKÅçãK

A drop of about 3,000 state
inmates since 2012 has been one
of the few bright spots in budget
deliberations at the State Capitol,
because feeding and housing pris-
oners is costly.

The state projects an inmate
population of 38,000 in the fiscal
year beginning July 1.

Department of Corrections offi-
cials ascribed the improvement
not to fewer people entering
prison but fewer returning after
they leave. That is perhaps in part
because of a better job market
over the past few years, because a
steady job is one of the best guar-
antees against returning to a life
of crime. Efforts by the depart-
ment and some local sheriffs to
stress literacy and job training
while in jail have been construc-
tive.

Still, Louisiana has a long way
to go, as our state continues to be
the leader in the percentage of its
people behind bars, in state and
local prisons.

Other Southern states have
seen significant changes to their
criminal justice systems, includ-
ing a new proposal in Alabama to
cut the state's prison population
by about 4,500 over the next five
years. Sentences for some nonvio-
lent crimes would be shortened,
and more parole supervisors
would be hired to help keep
released inmates from returning.

Even conservative states —
South Carolina, Georgia and Mis-
sissippi included — are seeking a
more sensible approach to crime
and punishment. The sheer costs
of imprisonment are a factor that
cannot be overlooked.

This is not a classical liberal
versus conservative fight, but
rather one that requires reassess-
ment of long-standing legal and
financial arrangements by govern-
ment institutions — courts, sher-
iffs and police agencies, prison
administrators at the state and
local level.

That this cause is championed
not only by liberal organizations
like the American Civil Liberties
Union but also the conservatives
of the Pelican Institute for Public
Policy speaks to the broad coali-
tion pushing reforms in Louisiana.

Released inmates should be
working, contributing to society
instead of costing taxpayers
money. Mayor Mitch Landrieu, of
New Orleans, has pushed for
reforms, as have business groups
such as the Louisiana Association
of Business and Industry.

In a short session dominated
by fiscal concerns, we may not see
this year the kind of changes that
have earned praise in other
Southern states, but the stage is
certainly set for improvements
next year. A new governor and
Legislature should not miss the
opportunity to save money for the
taxpayer, even if, as in Alabama,
more money must be spent in the
short term on probation and
parole.

The
Advocate
on prison
reform

EDITORIAL
ROUND UP

Times-
Picayune on
marijuana
possession

Plenty of time
to make up

Give us your
two cents!
Send your Letter to the Editor to

bruce@press-herald.com or
mail them to Editor, 203

Gleason St., Minden, La. 71055.

EDITORIAL
ROUND UP

PERSPECTIVE

SAM
HANNA JR.



Sunday, May 24
Hopewell Baptist Church will cele-
brate its 128th church anniversary
at 2:30 p.m. Guest speaker will be
the Rev. Samuel Henderson.

Growing Valley MIssionary Baptist
Church will host a Veterans and
Memorial Day program at 2:30
p.m. with the Rev. James Bonner.
All active duty veterans, law
enforcement and fire fighters are
invited to attend.

Pine Grove Baptist Church will
host an 11th anniversary celebra-
tion for the Reverand and Sister
Donald Russell at 11 a.m.

Parade of States will be at Union
Grove Baptist Church at 3 p.m.
Songs of Praise will be rendered
by Mary Evergreen Missionary
Baptist Church of Shreveport.

Friday, May 29
Y-Line’s 3rd Annual Reunion will
be at 6 p.m. at Dorcheat Seafood
Frill (Bayou Inn) in Dixie Inn. For
more information call Fannie Ash-
ley at 318-564-6688 or Bettye
Herring at 318-578-4757.

Sunday, May 31
Mt. Zion CME Temple will honor
Elder Arnold B. Caesar and first
lady Daisey Caesar at 3 p.m.

The Pastor Aide Auxiliary of Union
Grove Baptist Church cordially
invite you to come worship and get
your praise on at the Minister Solo
Singing Program (featuring Pas-
tors / Ministers/ Evangelists from
the surrounding area) at 6 p.m.
Special guest will be Interfaith
Voices of Deliverance from Arca-
dia.

Antioch Baptist Church located on
Hwy 79 in Minden will host its Fel-
lowship Program at 2:20 p.m. with
guest speaker Pastor Ray D. Jiles
of Valley Springs Baptist Church.

Tillman Church of God in Christ
located at 972 Til lman Church
Road in Heflin will have a free hot
dog give away from 11 a.m. until 1
p.m. or until all gone. For informa-
tion call Roy at 377-3205.
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Students participate in piano recital

Back Row, Mrs. Brasell, Brian Ratcliff, Sofia Lorincz, Kathryn Murphy; middle Row, Piper Stephens,
Anna Le, Anna Lorincz, Madeline Joynor; front Row:  Rebecca Lorincz and Falynn Ervin. Courtesy Photo
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ATLANTA (AP) —
J.R. Smith knocked down
a tough 3-pointer, then
another. Turning toward
the fans, their heckling
transformed to groans, he
blew off his right index
finger and motioned
toward his side, like he
was holstering his pistol.

Yep, Smith was that
hot.

While LeBron James
led Cleveland with 31
points, it was Smith who
ignited the Cavaliers in
Game 1 of the Eastern
Conference finals. He
made eight 3-pointers and
scored 28 points in a 97-
89 victory over the top-
seeded Atlanta Hawks on
Wednesday night.

"When he gets hot,"
Cleveland coach David
Blatt marveled, "he gets
smoking hot."

Intent on bringing
Cleveland its first NBA
title, James sealed the vic-
tory with a soaring dunk
in the final minute.

For the Hawks, it was
the second straight series
in which they've lost the
opening game at home.
Cleveland will look to

take command of the
series in Game 2 Friday
night.

Making matters worse
for Atlanta, DeMarre
Carroll went down with a
knee injury driving to the
basket with 4:59 remain-
ing. He was helped to the

l o c k e r
r o o m ,
n o t
p u t t i n g
a n y
w e i g h t
on his
left leg,
and will
undergo
an MRI
o n
Thursday
to deter-

mine the seriousness.
Besides being the main

defender on James,
Carroll had been the
Hawks' leading scorer in
the playoffs. He was aver-
aging more than 17 points
coming into Atlanta's first
conference final.

"DeMarre is a complete
player," Hawks coach
Mike Budenholzer said.
"He has a big impact at
both ends of the court."

Jeff Teague led Atlanta
with 27 points. But
Atlanta didn't produce its
usual balanced scoring, as
two starters — Kyle
Korver and Carroll —
failed to reach double fig-
ures.

With Smith doing most

of the damage, Cleveland
outscored the Hawks 22-4
over the final 5 minutes of
the third quarter and the
first 2 minutes of the
fourth. During that span,
he made five 3-pointers
and another jumper from
just inside the arc, as well
as throwing up a lob that
Tristan Thompson
dunked.

Smith has been a huge
addition for the Cavaliers
since he was acquired in
January as part of a three-
team trade with New York
and Oklahoma City. A
player once known for his
selfishness, he had
learned to work with with-
in the confines of a team
led by James.

When the Cavaliers
really needed Smith in
Game 1, he seemed to
make every shot.

"Once I start shooting,"
Smith said, "everybody
keeps telling me to keep
shooting."

Cleveland scored the
first 11 points of the final
period — all but two on 3s
by Smith — for its biggest
lead, 85-67.

Carroll's injury
silenced the raucous
crowd and would be a
tough blow for the Hawks
to overcome. While he
was being taken off,
James came over to say a
few words and pat the
injured player on the
head.

"We're all a brother-
hood," James said. "You
don't want anybody to get
hurt like that."

Even without Carroll,
Atlanta closed to 91-87
with about a minute
remaining. But James got
loose from Paul Millsap
out near the arc, took off
down the lane uncontested
and slammed home a dunk
that finished off the
Hawks.

Having made their
deepest run in the playoffs
since 1970, the Hawks
carried that momentum to
a nine-point lead in the
opening quarter. Atlanta
shot 61 percent and James
went to the bench with
about 3 minutes remain-
ing in the period after
picking up his second
foul.

Cleveland's dominance
on the boards kept Atlanta
from pulling away.
Cleveland outrebounded
the Hawks 15-6 over the
first 12 minutes, actually
yanking down more offen-
sive rebounds (seven)
than Atlanta's total output.

James returned in the
second quarter and began
to take control of the
Cleveland offense. He
scored 14 points in the
period on 7-of-9 shooting,
taking advantage when
the Hawks tried to bait
him into a third foul by
guarding him with smaller
players.

Smith steps up as unlikely hero
N B A  P L A Y O F F S

B LA K E BRANCh

blake@pres s-hera ld. com

The second St. Jude
slow pitch softball tourna-
ment is set for May 30,
and this year’s tournament
is aiming to build on the
success of the first.

Tournament organizer
Caitlin Slaton has been
working hard to ensure
that the event is a success
not just for the partici-
pants, but for the children
of St. Jude.

“I’ve always loved the
St. Jude auction,” Slaton
said. “We’ve always
donated and tried to be a
part of it the best we
could. I’ve played softball
my whole life so I figured
why not take something
that I love and use it to do
something for charity and
something so close to the
Minden community.”

As of now, 10 teams are
ready to get out on the dia-
mond, but there is still
plenty of time to join in on
the festivites and help out
the children of St. Jude.

Last year’s tournament
raised over $8,000 for St.
Jude, and Slaton said more
local teams need to sign up
if that mark is going to be
surpassed.

“We’re looking and
hoping to have more local
teams,” Slaton said. “We
only have one local
Minden team right now so
we’re hoping people will
get involved.”

The tournament begins
on May 30, at the Minden
Recreation Center and the
cost of registration is
$200, with all proceeds
going straight to the chil-
dren of St. Jude.

Also, there will be $10
home run bracelets for sale
and participants can pay
$15 to have a crack at the
home run derby.

There will be prizes for
tournament winners and
home run derby winners.

The tournament will be
played under USSSA
rules with the co-ed
teams, split either 6/4 or
7/5. 

The following run rules
will be in effect: 20-run
rule after three innings,
15-run rule after four
innings and 10-run rule
after five innings.

Each tournament game
will be played under a one
hour time limit.

For more information,
contact Caitlin Slaton
(318-918-9860) or Jennifer
Russell (318-754-6419).

St. Jude slow
pitch tourney

S O F T B A L L  

HOOVER, Ala. — This
is a place where LSU oppo-
nents and their dreams go to
die.

Top-seeded and top-
ranked LSU overcame its
largest deficit of the season,
mounting an improbable,
five-run comeback — twice
— in a 9-8 win over Auburn
on Wednesday night to con-
tinue its Southeastern
Conference tournament
magic.

The Tigers (47-9) won
an eighth straight SEC tour-
nament game, an 11th
straight game at Hoover
Metropolitan Stadium and
a v o i d e d
t h e
l o s e r ’ s
bracket of
an event
t h e y ’ v e
dominat-
ed.

“ O u r
g u y s
d o n ’ t
f l i n c h , ”
c o a c h
Paul Mainieri said. “They
know we have a good
offensive team.”

Down five runs twice —
5-0 after the first inning and
8-3 entering the fifth —
Mainieri’s boys rolled up
six hits and six runs in a
wild fifth inning to roar
back from the depths and
beat Auburn (35-23), a
team on the NCAA regional
bubble.

Conner Hale, Kade
Scivicque, Chris Chinea
and Chris Sciambra all had
run-scoring hits in that
explosive fifth inning, and
Jared Foster launched his
first home run in 17 games

to help LSU win a 24th
game in the last 28.

Hunter Devall, Hunter
Newman, Zac Person and
Parker Bugg strung togeth-
er four scoreless innings,
and the Tigers continued
their pursuit of a third
straight SEC tournament
title and a sixth in the past
eight years at a comfy site
for this squad.

Mainieri is 23-4 in the
event and 26-4 in this stadi-
um, including a three-game
sweep earlier this season
against Alabama.

“It just feels like home.
We feel like home here,”
designated hitter Chris
Sciambra said.

Bugg got the save, strik-
ing out his final batter with
the tying run at second base
to incite a massive roar
from an estimated 3,000-
plus LSU fans that invaded

their home away from
home — the Hoover Met.

The Tigers will meet No.
5 seed Arkansas (35-20) in
the Thursday’s nightcap
winner’s bracket final.
Arkansas beat No. 2 seed
Florida in Wednesday’s late
game, scoring three runs in
the ninth inning for a wild
comeback. The Hogs are
one of the hottest teams in
the nation, having won 20
of their last 26 games.

A win Thursday night
would give the Tigers a day
off Friday and thrust LSU
into the semifinals
Saturday.

“It’s a whole lost easier
to get to where we want to
be rather than losing this
one and having to play four
straight days in a row,”
Bugg said.

LSU won despite sopho-
more starter Jared Poché

lasting just one inning — a
nightmarish first frame that
included five runs, three
hits, two walks and an
error. The one-inning start
was the shortest, by far, of
Poché’s LSU career and
sent LSU into that 5-0 hole.

No problem, right?
“We never really lost

confidence after we got that
five-run deficit in the first,”
Bugg said. “We knew that
they would come out
swinging.”

Mainieri’s club began its
comeback in the fifth
inning, down 8-3. The
Tigers left leading 9-8.

“We were going to trust
our method. We knew we
had great hitters,” Person
said. “The only way to
allow eight runs and win …
is to have good enough hit-
ters to score nine.”

Foster started the inning

with a double, and
Scivicque and Chinea had
doubles, too. Jake Fraley,
Hale and Sciambra all had
singles. Chinea doubled on
a bizarre play that tied the
game at 8.

Auburn right fielder
Damon Haecker lost
Chinea’s two-out pop-fly in
short right field. The ball
fell behind him, and
Scivicque scored. Sciambra
then delivered the go-ahead
and eventual game-winning
shot on a line drive to right
field, scoring Chinea from
second base.

“The ball that we missed
in the outfield … it was just
that time of day,” Auburn
coach Sunny Golloway
said. “It’s light sky, just get-
ting ready to turn to dusk.”

The Tigers chased AU
starter Rocky McCord dur-
ing the inning and then

dinged up reliever Trey
Wingenter. LSU’s rally
started in the second. Foster
had a two-run homer to
make it 5-3 after
Sciambra’s RBI double —
both with two outs.

“They can flat hit,”
Golloway said. “They’re
the No. 1 team in the coun-
try for a reason.”

Person was on the
mound for some tense
moments late in the game.
He struck out the final bat-
ter of the seventh inning
with runners at first and
second, and he struck two
of the final three batters to
strand a leadoff single in the
eighth.

“We held (the lead)
there,” Person said, “until
our guys could come
through for us.”

Poché tossed the first
pitch of the game at 6 p.m.
amid cloudy skies. He did-
n’t finish that first half-
inning until 20 minutes
later. He walked two,
allowed three hits —
including a two-run double
— and five runs.

Just two of the runs were
earned. Poché was involved
in a one-out error, but it was
credited to first baseman
Chris Chinea. Poché could-
n’t hold on to a flip from
Chinea on a groundball.
Poché retired the first batter
of the inning before issuing
back-to-back walks. Chinea
committed his error and
then Blake Logan and Alex
Polston blasted run-scoring
singles. Ebert Nulph
crushed a two-run, two-out
double to make it 5-0
before Poché struck out
Auburn’s ninth batter of the
inning.

A five-run hole? LSU
hitters didn’t mind. Another
five-run hole? That’s no
problem – not here in
Hoover.

“Playing here,”
Sciambra said, “you get
comfortable.”

C O L L E G E  B A S E B A L L

Tigers storm back to win

mAiNiERi

smith
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We find, in Jesus, an
urgency to relieve pain
and suffering as seen in
the interactions
with the follow-
ing two women
mentioned in
Luke.  Keep in
mind that He is
just as eager to
relieve your
pain and suffer-
ing today.

As Jesus, His
disciples, and a
crowd of people
were headed
towards Nain, they met
a funeral procession

coming from the town.
In Luke 7:12-15 we read
“Now when he came

nigh to the gate
of the city,
behold, there
was a dead
man carried
out, the only
son of his
mother, and
she was a
widow: and
much people of
the city was
with her.  And
when the Lord

saw her, he had com-
passion on her, and said

unto her, Weep not. And
he came and touched
the bier: and they that
bare him stood still.
And he said, Young
man, I say unto thee,
Arise.  And he that was
dead sat up, and began
to speak. And he deliv-
ered him to his mother.” 

The death of this only
son left this widow lady
bereft of support both
materially as well as
emotionally. Jesus’ heart
went out to her. He
could and would
change things. That’s
the basis for which he

could tell her to “weep
not”. He had power to
remove the reason for
weeping, and He did.
How special the words
that “he delivered him
to his mother.” Talk
about a special delivery
gift!

The last woman to be
mentioned today was
the recipient of a
Sabbath synagogue mir-
acle. She was “bowed
together”. “When Jesus
saw her, he called her to
him, and said unto her,
Woman, thou art loosed
from thine infirmity.
And he laid his hands

on her: and immediate-
ly she was made
straight, and glorified
God” Luke 13:12, 13.
Because this lady had
been “bowed together”
for 18 years, the syna-
gogue ruler saw no
urgency requiring a
Sabbath healing. Jesus,
on the other hand,
responded”Thou hyp-
ocrite, doth not each
one of you on the
Sabbath loose his ox or
his ass from the stall,
and lead him away to
watering?  And ought
not this woman, being a
daughter of Abraham,
whom Satan hath

bound, lo, these eight-
een years, be loosed
from this bond on the
Sabbath day?” Luke
13:15, 16. Well, in spite
of the fact that she had
been in this condition
for 18 years, Jesus did
not want her to remain
thus for even one more
day! She experienced
His healing touch in His
timing. Praise the Lord
for His compassion that
might even appear
impractical to some but
is always just right.   

Women in Jesus’ life – Part 2
THE BiBLE SpEAkS

KATHY
IRIZARRY

“Humble yourselves, therefore,
under the mighty hand of God, so
that He may exalt you at the prop-
er time.” 1 Peter 5:6   HCSB 

Peter strongly exhorts the
believers to humble themselves.
Human nature would normally
cause one to be proud, full of self
worth, and selfish desires.
Believers must put aside self and
seek God’s will above their own.
We are to submit to God’s power,
placing oneself under His control,
wishes, care, and protection.
Though believers may be facing

troubles and persecution, we must
humbly and patiently wait for
God’s time.   God will exalt the
humble in His time whether that is
in this life or in eternity.  

Lord Jesus, help to live this day
expressing my faith in You by
humbly showing Your love, grace,
and mercy to others.  Help me to
wait patiently submitting to Your
will.

Max Hutto is a Baptist
Minister and a resident of Minden.
More information can be found at
www.upwardlook.org.

MAX
HUTTO

THE upWArd LOOk

Humbly trusting God
Dr. E.V. Hill preached

on this passage (Gal
5:17) at a conference
several years ago. I
remember him talking
about the ‘war he fights
continually within’…
.just like Paul describes
here. We all have battle
scars just like Paul and
Dr. Hill. Man is a sinner
by nature. None of us
can claim ‘perfection.’ 

Because we are
descendants of the ‘first
man’ (Adam), we are
sinful and cannot save
ourselves. Any effort to
do so just plunges us
deeper into the pit of
mire (Psalm 69:14). As
we sink deeper into sin,
our spiritual
armor loses its’
p r o t e c t i v e
coating, we
become weaker
and weaker to
resist. Help! We
may cry. We
need the sacri-
ficial blood of
the Second
Man (Christ) to
cover our sins
and bring us
into the right
relationship with God
again. 

When we surrender to
the enemy, he boasts to
God about his conquest.
“Another one bites the
dust!” But we must real-
ize, we may lose round
one, but ‘don’t count us
out’ yet. Like David
(Psalm 51), we must
come clean, in total

commitment to the
Lord, admitting our sin-
fulness, our guilt and
shame to Him. We must
approach Him in total
surrender and yield to
power of the Holy Spirit
to give us strength to
fight life’s battles. It’s
then we can rise with
Paul and confidently
proclaim, “I can do all
things through Christ
who is my strength.”
(Phil 4:19). We can send
Satan on his way.  

When our Lord was
tempted by Satan (Matt
4), He rebuked the
tempter each time by
quoting Scriptures. He
knew the power of the

Word at such
times and that
Satan could not
stand up
against it. This
is a good lesson
for us today.
Commit those
precious prom-
ises of the Word
to memory so
that we can
‘pull forth those
shields when
enemy darts

come our way.’ 
Conventional war

today is quite different
than it was 50 years ago.
Many aspects of modern
warfare are conducted a
great distance from
where contact is made.
Even so, like Job, God is
aware of the struggles
we have and our limits
to resist. He sets the lim-

its to which He will allow
Satan to tempt us. If
Romans 8 is true (and I
believe it certainly is
true), we may be pulled
on, pushed around,
beaten on the head, spit
upon and such….but
there is nothing that can
separate us from the
love of God in Jesus
Christ. What a promise!
Like Paul, we just get
back up, tighten our
armor and get back in
the fight. 

Now back to the war
inside: Come Monday
morning, we all are
fighting for the day! But
every day is a battle
field. We must have our
spiritual armor (Eph 6)
in place, all shined up,
ready for battle at all
times. It’s when the sol-
dier relaxes, lays down
his armor to ‘take a
breath’ that the enemy
strikes – swiftly! 

Dr. Hill concluded his
message on this person-
al note:” Every day this
war rages. Sometimes
the Lord wins the battle,
sometimes Satan does.
It all depends on who I
really want to win. Like
Paul said, ‘those things I
ought not do, I find
myself doing them;
those things I know I
should do, I, sometimes,
just don’t want to do
them.’ And that’s when
the battle begins.”  So,
be ready for war – I hear
the approach of the
enemy…..NOW!

The battle within
ALONG THE WAY

BILL 
CRIDER

GOODNEWS
www.press-herald.com
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BABY BLUES | RICK KIRKMAN AND JERRY SCOTT

BEETLE BAILEY | MORT & GREG WALKER

BLONDIE | DEAN YOUNG AND JOHN MARSHALL

FUNKY WINKERBEAN | TOM BATIUK

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE | CHRIS BROWNE

HI AND LOIS | BRIAN WALKER, GREG WALKER AND CHANCE BROWNE

MOTHER GOOSE & GRIMM | MIKE PETERS

SAM AND SILO | JERRY DUMAS

ENTERTAINMENT
www.press-herald.com

SANDY COHEN
AP Entertainment Writer
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‘Tomorrowland’ likeable
and fun, but tries too hard 



  

 

FARM 
SUPPLIES

FOR SALE John 
Deere Tractor 
30HP Model 790 
4WD w/bushhog 
400 hrs. 377-9481 
$8,100.00 

RENTAL
2BR 1BA HOUSE 
631 Lewisville Rd. 
Kitchen appliances 
furnished. $600/ 
dep $600/ mo. 377-
5874. If no answer, 
leave message. 
2BR MH off HWY 9 
near Homer.. $350/
mo 584-4373 
3BR 2BA S/S Double 
carport, has fridge, 
electric stove, dish-
washer, ready by 
June 1st. 268-5932 
BETWEEN MINDEN 
AND HOMER off 
Hwy 79. 3br, 2 bath, 
Din, Den, Liv, Cen-
tral, Carport and 
shop on 2 acres. 
NO Smoking No In-
side Pets. $800 per 
month, first and last 
plus deposit. 318-
218-4694 

BOATS
FOR SALE 2008 
Nitro Z-6 115 HP 
Merc. $12,500 
Firm. 318-265-
0266 

MISC.
ON MAY 6, 2015 
SSR Communica-
tions applied to 
the Federal Com-
munications Com-
mission to assign 
FM construction 
permit KIMW in 
Heflin, Louisiana to 
Calvary Chapel of 
Twin Falls. Holders 
of 10% or more of 
SSR Communica-
tions are Carl Ad-
kins and Matthew 
Wesolowski. Hold-
er of 10% or more 
of voting authority 
of Calvary Chapel 
of Twin Falls are 
Michael
Kestler and Ariel 
Kestler. The appli-
cation and related 
materials are avail-
able for public in-
spection at 740-R 
Highway 49, Flora, 
MS 39071, or by 
calling 601-879-
0093 

S I M O N E A U X ’ S 
SPECIALTIES Sell-
ing *select* live & 
boiled crawfish. 
Every weekend 
in May!! Fridays 
starting at 4:00PM, 
Saturdays starting 
at 11:00AM. Call 
(225) 335-3433 to 
place your order 
now!! We will be 
boiling on Sunday 
for Mother’s Day 
& Memorial Day 
weekend! Come 
see us out on Hwy 
531 next to Minden 
Truck Stop. Owned 
and operated by 
Hunter & Katelyn 
Simoneaux. 

SERVICES
DENIED Social Se-
curity DISABILITY 
and/ or SSI?
Please CALL 318-
272-3312 ALWAYS 
leave a message.
NO money up front 
GREEN LEAF LAWN 
& GARDENING, LLC
318-707-5785 
NEED LAWN CARE 
SERVICE? Please 
call Lawn Man-
agement for free 
quote! Mowing, 
edging, weed eat-
ing.  318-377-8169 

EMPLOYMENT
CARING & COM-
PASSIONATE CNA’S 
WANTED
Apply in person.
Cypress Point 
Nursing Center
Bossier City, LA
(behind Lowe’s on 
Douglas Dr.)
318-747-2700
Come & make a 
difference in some-
one’s life 
NOW HIRING quali-
fied servers, host-
esses and food run-
ners/ bussers.
Email contact in-
formation and pre-
vious work experi-
ence to admin@
myromas.com. 

R I N G G O L D 
NURSING AND 
REHABIL ITA-
TION CENTER is 
currently seeking 
FT LPNs on all 
shifts. HIGHER 
PAY FOR A SPE-
CIALIZED UNIT! 
A great work en-
vironment and a 
low staff to resi-
dent ratio make 
RNRC a great 
place to work! 
Apply on-line at 
ringgoldnursing.
iapplicants.com. 
Call Jessica 
Wren at 894-
9181 for more 
info.
 

DRIVERS
CLARK TRANSPOR-
TATION SERVICES, 
INC.Texarkana, Tx. 
is now hiring Class 
A CDL Drivers. 
Seeking Company 
and Owner Opera-
tors with 2 years 
OTR experience. 
Drivers average be-
tween 2400-2800 
miles per week, all 
miles, loaded and 
empty are paid. 
Company drivers 
starting pay 36-
40 cents per mile 
depending on in-
dustry experience 
and driving record. 
Owner Operators 
starting pay at.97 
cents for all miles, 
loaded miles will 
include weekly fuel 
surcharge. Drivers 
are home every 
weekend, with an 
occasional excep-
tion and some over-
night stays during 
the week. For more 
information please 
call 903-223-0577 
or 903-223-0561. 

GARAGE 
SALES

LARGE YARD SALE 
453 Hanson Dr. 
Doyline, Friday 
21st & Saturday 
22nd. 8am - Until. 
YARD SALE to ben-
efit the Northwest 
LA Pregnancy Care 
Center on June 5-6, 
2015 to be held at 
1323 Sibley Rd., 
Minden, LA. See 
more details on our 
facebook page! 

PUBLIC NOTICE

Minden Planning 
C o m m i s s i o n 
M e e t i n g

June 4, 2015 
Ð  10:00 a.m.

P e l i c a n 
Conference Room 
- Minden City Hall

On the agenda 
is a request from 
James & Kimberly 
Huffman for a 
zoning variance 
on property owned 
by them located 
at the municipal 
address of 1108 
Broadway Street.  
This property is 
zoned R-2 (Single 
Family Residential).

The purpose of this 
zoning variance is 
to use the property 
as a bed and 
breakfast facility. 
The residence 
will continue to be 
owner occupied 
and there will be 
no improvements 
necessary with the 
exception of minor 
cosmetic changes.

Legal Description:  
THE NORTH 225 
FT. OF LOT #123, 
W I L L I A M S O N 
JONES MAP OF 
MINDEN & STRIP 
15 X 225 FT. ADJ. 
IN NE/4 OF SW/4 
SEC. 22-19-9 
(FORMERLY AN 
ALLEY) (BEING A 
LOT FRONTING 
95 FT. ON N. 
B R O A D W A Y 
X 225 FT.)

All interested 
parties will be 
given a chance 
to be heard.  

May 14 & 21 & 28, 2015
Minden Press-Herald
_______________ 
BIDS INVITED
O F F I C I A L 
JOURNAL  July 
1, 2014 to 
June 30, 2016

Sealed bids for 
Official Journal will 
be received by the 
Webster Parish 
Police Jury until the 
hour of 2:00 p.m., 
Monday, June 1, 
2015, in the 3rd 
floor meeting room 
of the Webster 
Parish Courthouse, 
410 Main Street, 
Minden, LA   71055 
at which time bids 
will be opened 
and read aloud.
Bids shall be for 
the period of July 
1, 2015, through 
June 30, 2016, and 
shall be submitted 
in written form 
and signed by 
the publisher of 
the newspaper 
submitting the 
bid.  Journal must 
qualify under the 
law for printing 
official proceedings 
of a public body.  
All Bidders must 
publish at least 
5 days weekly.  
Bid forms may 
be obtained at 
the Office of the 
Secretary, Webster 
Parish Police Jury.
Ronda C. Carnahan

May 14 & 21 & 28, 2015
Minden Press-Herald
_______________ 

The Water We Drink
Dixie Overland 
Water System
Public Water Supply 
ID: LA1119007
We are pleased 
to present to you 
the Annual Water 
Quality Report for 
the year 2014.  This 
report is designed to 
inform you about the 
quality of your water 
and services we 
deliver to you every 
day.  (Este informe 
contiene  information 
muy importante sorb 
su agua potable. 
Traduzcalo o hable 
con alguien que lo 
entienda bin).  Our 
constant goal is to 
provide you with a 
safe and dependable 
supply of drinking 
water.  We want you 
to understand the 
efforts we make to 
continually improve 
the water treatment 
process and protect 
our water resources.  
We are committed 
to ensuring the 
quality of your water.

Our water sources 
are listed in Table 
A on page xx.  

The sources of 
drinking water (both 
tap water and bottled 
water) include rivers, 
lakes, streams, 
ponds, reservoirs, 
springs, and wells.  
As water travels over 
the surface of land or 
through the ground, 
it dissolves naturally-
occuring minerals 
and, in some cases, 
radioactive material, 
and can pick up 
substances resulting 
from the presence 
of animals or from 
human activity.  
Contaminants that 
may be present in 
the water include:

M i c r o b i a l 
C o n t a m i n a n t s - 
such as viruses 
and bacteria, which 
may come from 
sewage treatment 
plants, septic 
systems, agricultural 
livestock operations, 
and wildlife.

I n o r g a n i c  
C o n t a m i n a n t s - 
such as salts and 
metals, which can be 
natural ly-occurring 
or result from 
urban stormwater 
runoff, industrial, or 
domestic wastewater 
discharges, oil and 
gas production, 
mining, or farming.

Pesticides and 
H e r b i c i d e s - 
which may come 
from a variety of 
sources such as 
agriculture, urban 
stormwater runoff, 
and residential uses.

Organic Chemical 
C o n t a m i n a n t s - 
including synthetic 
and volatile organic 
chemicals, which 
are by-products of 
industrial processes 
and petroleum 
production, and 
can also come from 
gas stations, urban 
stormwater runoff, 
and septic systems.

R a d i o a c t i v e 
c o n t a m i n a n t s -
which can be 
natural ly-occurring 
or be the result of oil 
and gas production 
and mining activities.

A Source Water 

Assessment Plan 
(SWAP) is now 
available from our 
office.  This plan is 
an assessment of 
a delineated area 
around our listed 
sources through 
which contaminants, 
if present, could 
migrate and reach our 
source water.  It also 
includes an inventory 
of potential sources of 
contamination within 
the delineated area, 
and a determination 
of the water supplyÕ s 
susceptibility to 
contamination by the 
identified potential 
sources.  According 
to the Source Water 
Assessment Plan, 
our water system 
had a susceptibility 
rating of Ô MEDIUMÕ . 
If you would like to 
review the Source 
Water Assessment 
Plan, please feel free 
to contact our office.

In order to ensure that 
tap water is safe to 
drink, EPA prescribes 
regulations which 
limit the amount of 
certain contaminants 
in water provided 
by public water 
systems.  Food and 
Drug Administration 
regulations establish 
limits for contaminants 
in bottled water which 
must provide the same 
protection for public 
health.  We want our 
valued customers 
to be informed 
about their water 
utility.  If you have 
any questions about 
this report, want to 
attend any scheduled 
meetings, or simply 
want to learn more 
about your drinking 
water, please contact 
MIKE JACKSON 
at 318-377-5171

If present, elevated 
levels of lead can 
cause serious health 
problems, especially 
for pregnant women 
and young children.  
Lead in drinking 
water is primarily 
from materials 
and components 
associated with 
service lines and 
home plumbing.  
DIXIE OVERLAND 
WATER SYSTEM 
is responsible for 
providing high quality 
drinking water, but 
cannot control the 
variety of materials 
used in plumbing 
components.  When 
your water has been 
sitting for several 
hours, you can 
minimize the potential 
for lead exposure by 
flushing your tap for 30 
seconds to 2 minutes 
before using water for 
drinking or cooking.  
If you are concerned 
about lead in your 
water, you may wish 
to have your water 
tested.  Information on 
lead in drinking water, 
testing methods, and 
steps you can take 
to minimize exposure 
is available from 
the Safe Drinking 
Water Hotline or 
at http://www.epa.
gov/safewater/lead.

The Louisiana 
Department of Health 
and Hospitals - Office 
of Public Health 
routinely monitors 
for constituents in 
your drinking water 
according to Federal 
and State laws.  The 
tables that follow 
show the results of 

our monitoring during 
the period of January 
1st to December 
31st, 2014.  Drinking 
water, including 
bottled water, may 
reasonably be 
expected to contain at 
least small amounts of 
some contaminants.  
The presence of 
contaminants does 
not necessarily 
indicate that water 
poses a health risk.

In tables B-F on 
page(s) xx, you will 
find many terms and 
abbreviations you 
might not be familiar 
with.  To help you 
better understand 
these terms, weÕ ve 
provided the 
following definitions:

Parts per million (ppm) 
or Milligrams per liter 
(mg/L)-  one part per 
million corresponds 
to one minute in two 
years or a single 
penny in $10,000.

Parts per billion (ppb) 
or Micrograms per liter 
(ug/L) - one part per 
billion corresponds to 
one minute in 2,000 
years, or a single 
penny in $10,000,000.

Picocuries per liter 
(pCi/L)- picocuries per 
liter is a measure of the 
radioactivity in water.

N e p h e l o m e t r i c  
Turbidity Unit (NTU) 
- nephelometric 
turbidity unit is a 
measure of the clarity 
of water.  Turbidity 
in excess of 5 NTU 
is just noticeable to 
the average person.

Action level (AL) - 
the concentration 
of a contaminant 
that, if exceeded, 
triggers treatment or 
other requirements 
that a water 
system must follow.

M a x i m u m 
contaminant level 
(MCL)- the Ò Maximum 
AllowedÓ  MCL is the 
highest level of a 
contaminant that is 
allowed in drinking 
water.  MCLÕ s are set 
as close to the MCLGÕ s 
as feasible using 
the best available 
treatment technology.

M a x i m u m 
contaminant level 
goal (MCLG)- the 
Ò GoalÓ  is the level 
of a contaminant in 
drinking water below 
which there is no 
known or expected 
risk to human health.  
MCLGÕ s allow for 
a margin of safety.

Maximum residual 
disinfectant level 
(MRDL)- The 
highest level of a 
disinfectant allowed 
in drinking water.  
There is convincing 
evidence that addition 
of a disinfectant 
is necessary for 
control of microbial 
c o n t a m i n a n t s .

Maximum residual 
disinfectant level 
goal (MRDLG)- The 
level of a drinking 
water disinfectant 
below which there 
is no known or 
expected risk to 
health.  MRDLGÕ s 
do not reflect the 
benefits of the use 
of disinfectants to 
control microbial 
c o n t a m i n a n t s .

During the period 
covered by this 
report we had noted 
violations of drinking 
water regulations 
in tables B-F

Our water system 
tested a minimum of 
1 samples per month 
monthly sample(s) in 
accordance with the 
Total Coliform Rule 
for microbiological 
contaminants.  During 
the monitoring period 
covered by this 
report, we had the 
following noted (In 
table B) detections 
for microbiological 
c o n t a m i n a n t s .

In tables D-F we have 
shown the regulated 
contaminants that 
were detected.  
Chemical Sampling 
of our drinking water 
may not be required 
on an annual basis; 
therefore, information 
provided in this table 
refers back to the 
latest year of chemical 
sampling results.

+++Envi ronmenta l 
Protection Agency 
Required Health 
Effects Language+++
Some people may 
be more vulnerable 
to contaminants 
in drinking water 
than the general 
population.  Immuno-
compromised persons 
such as persons with 
cancer undergoing 
c h e m o t h e r a p y , 
persons who have 
undergone organ 
transplants, people 
with HIV/AIDS or 
other immune system 
disorders, some 
elderly, and infants 
can be particularly at 
risk from infections.  
These people should 
seek advice about 
drinking water from 
their health care 
providers.  EPA/
CDC guidelines on 
appropriate means 
to lessen the risk 
of infection by 
C r y p t o s p o r i d i u m 
and other microbial 
contaminants are 
available from 
the Safe Drinking 
Water Hotline 
( 8 0 0 - 4 2 6 - 4 7 9 1 ) .

There are no 
additional required 
health effects notices.

There are no 
additional required 
health effects 
violation notices.
++++++++++++++

Thank you for 
allowing us to 
continue providing 
your family with clean, 
quality water this year.  
In order to maintain a 
safe and dependable 
water supply we 
sometimes need to 
make improvements 
that will benefit all 
of our customers.

We at the DIXIE 
OVERLAND WATER 
SYSTEM work around 
the clock to provide 
top quality drinking 
water to every tap.  
We ask that all our 
customers help us 
protect and conserve 
our water sources, 
which are the heart 
of our community, 
our way of life, and 
our childrenÕ s future.  
Please call our office 
if you have questions.

May 21, 2015
Minden Press-Herald
_______________ 

Classifieds
N O R T H W E S T  L O U I S I A N A

The Marketplace of Webster and Bossier Parishes.

Minden Press-Herald | 203 Gleason Street • Minden, La. 71055 | 318-377-1866 | www.press-herald.com

Rates

PricingÊisÊe asy!

$7.75
Per Day - Up to 20 
words! Additional 

words are only 30¢ 
cents more!

GarageÊS ales
No word limit.

$11
One Day

$16.50

Two Days
Receive a FREEÊGar ageÊS aleÊ

KitÊ with your two day ad!

*Garage Sale ads must be prepaid.

Deadlines

Ads
Line ads must be

submitted by noon
the day before

publication. Display ads
two days prior to

publication.

Public Notices
Public notices must be

submitted two days prior to 
publication date depending 

on the length. Notices
may be emailed to

classifieds@press-herald.com

Payments
Cash, Checks, Billing

GrowÊ YourÊB usiness
Call Courtney to place your ad!

Classified line ads are
published Monday 

through Friday in the 
Minden Press-Herald, 
Bossier Press-Tribune

and online at

377-1866
PLACEÊ YOURÊ
ADÊ TODAY!

RealÊE stateÊNot ice
“All real estate advertised herein is 

subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or discrimination 

based on race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination. We will not 

knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate, which is in violation of the law. 

All persons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on an 

equal opportunity basis.

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT
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CROSSWORDÊ

CRYPTOQUIPÊ
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Table A

Table B

Table C

Table D

Table E

Table F

THANK YOU FOR READING!
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>> The Marketplace of Northwest Louisiana.   Call and advertise today!     377-1866

ADVERTISE 
HERE!
Call 377-1866
and speak

to an advertising
representative today!
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