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Man gets 38 years for att. murder

MICHELLE BATES
michelle@press-herald.com

One of two individuals
charged with trying to rob
a Cullen store pled guilty
to related charges Friday.

Mattavious Wortham
was sentenced by 26th
Judicial District Judge Jeff
Thompson to five years at
hard labor with the
Louisiana Department of
Corrections without the

MINDEN CRIME

Police
arrest |
on meth

charge

MICHELLE BATES
michelle@press-herald.com

A 17-year-old Minden
woman was charged with
several distribution
charges following a multi-
agency investigation that
led to her arrest.

Mallory Brooke Merritt,
17, of the 100 block of Mil-
ton Drive, was arrested
Aug. 12, and charged with
three counts
distribution
of Schedule
11 CDS |
(metham-
phetamine).
Bond was
set at
$75,000.

Arresting
officers were
Webster Parish Sheriff’s
deputies Bobby Igo I1I, Joel
Thomas, Lt. Shawn Baker
and Minden narcotics
detectives Capts. Marvin
Garrett and Dan Weaver.

“Her name popped up
several times, and we did
an investigation on her,
and bought methampheta-
mine from her,” Baker said.
“We had an undercover
agent that was familiar
with her and sent him in
and he made some (under-

See ARREST, Page 3

MERRITT

Burn ban
in effect

A burn ban is in
effect for Webster
Parish upon the rec-
ommendation of the
Webster Parish Police
Jury and the Fire
Chief’s Association of
Webster Parish.

The ban went into
effect Monday, Aug. 10
and restricts all burn-
ing inside of the parish.
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acy to commit armed rob-
bery and racketeering
were dismissed.

Assistant district attor-
ney Hugo Holland says
they agreed to a plea deal
simply because it can’'t be
appealed.

“While the state could
have perhaps gotten a
more severe penalty had
we gone to trial, by taking
this plea, we not only sat-
isfied our main victim, but
also circumvented the
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Regions Bank will consolidate the downtown Main Street branch with its Sibley
Road branch in November. Bruce Franklin/Press-Herald

MoviNG MONEY

M Regions Bank to
consolidate downtown,

Sibley Road branches

BRUCE FRANKLIN
bruce@press-herald.com
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Regions Bank is consolidating its
downtown Main Street and Sibley Road
branches.

Regions Bank spokesperson Jeremy
King says the Sibley Road branch will be
expanding from a drive-thru to a full
service walk-in bank.

“Were doing a complete renovation
inside of the Sibley Road location,” King
said. “It's going to be a nice experience
for customers.”

Region Bank’s Sibley Road branch is
undergoing renovations before re-
opening the lobby in November for

the first time in 30 years. Bruce

See REGIONS, Page 2

Franklin/Press-Herald

whole appeals process,”
he said in an email to the
Press-Herald. “There is no
appeal from a plea and an
agreed sentence like we
have here.”

He went on to say that
by the time he gets out of
prison, Wortham will have
had the chance to make
something of himself and
become a productive
member of society.

See WORTHAM, Page 3

ELECTION 2015
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Todd Hollenshead. Courtesy
Photo

Hollenshead

running for
Louisiana
Senate seat

Editor’s note: The fol-
lowing is a submitted cam-
paign annoucement and
not an endorsement from
Minden Press-Herald o1
Specht Newspapers, Inc.

SPEGIAL TO THE
PRESS-HERALD

Todd Hollenshead, a
small businessman, farmer
and Louisiana native, has
announced his candidacy
for the Louisiana Senate
District 36 seat represent-
ing all of Webster Parish
and parts of Bienville,
Bossier and Claiborne
parishes. The seat is cur-
rently occupied by Robert
Adley of Benton, who is
term-limited. The primary

See SENATE, Page 2
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Clouds began rolling into the area Tuesday ahead of
the wet weather expected for the next few days.
Forcasters say a 50 percent chance of rain is expect-
ed Wednesday with a high of 93 degrees. Wednes-
day’s wet weather will bring cooler temps for Thurs-
day with a high of 83 degrees and a 60 percent
chance of rain. A small percent of rain remains in the
forecast through Tuesday with highs in the lower to
mid 90s. View more photos of Tuesday’s clouds on
the Minden Press-Herald Facebook page. Bruce
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Oil lease sale
Wednesday for
tracts off of Texas

NEW ORLEANS —
The federal government
is offering 21.9 million
acres off the Texas coast
to oil and gas develop-
ers, though low oil prices
are likely to limit inter-
est.

The last two compa-
rable lease sales in the
western Gulf of Mexico
brought $109.1 million
last year and $100.1 mil-
lion in 2012.

A March 18 sale in the
far more popular central
Gulf of Mexico brought
the lowest number of
bids since 1986, and offi-
cials said low prices were
the reason. Since then,
the price of U.S. crude
has dropped $1.44 a bar-
rel.

The National Ocean
Industries Association,
an offshore trade group,
said in a news release
Tuesday that members
looked forward to the
lease sale "but do not
anticipate jaw-dropping
results under current
conditions."

The group cited low
prices, uncertainty over
new regulations —
including stronger rules
proposed for equipment
designed to prevent oil
well blowouts — and an
upward trend in lawsuits
over permits and leases.

U.S. crude fell 22
cents Tuesday to $41.65
per barrel in electronic
trading on the New York
Mercantile Exchange.
The price was $43.09 on
March 18, when compa-
nies made 195 bids on
169 tracts off Louisiana,

Mississippi and Ala-
bama, with $538 million
in high bids.

Some of those bids
may be withdrawn or
rejected.

In last year's sale in
the central Gulf, compa-
nies offered $850.8 mil-
lion in high bids. Five
were rejected or with-
drawn, dropping the
total to $845.9 million —
from $1.2 billion in 2013
and $1.7 billion in 2012.

CITY OF MINDEN

REGIONS

Continued from page 1

Customers with safe
deposit boxes are asked
to contact the Main
Street branch before
Nov. 6 to either relocate
their box to the Homer
Road or Sibley location
or close it out.

King says customers
who move their box to
another branch will
receive a year for free.

No jobs are expected
to be lost during the
consolidation.

“Everyone at the
Main Street branch will
move and staff the Sib-
ley Road branch,” King
said. “Regions Bank is
committed to Minden
and having two fully
functioning branches in
town.”

King said the Sibley
Road branch hasn't
been used as a walk-in
bank in around 30 years.
Webster Parish historian
John Agan says the Sib-

Sibley Road branch to

open lobby in November

ley Road location was
Webster Bank when it
was constructed. The
location was home to
Minden Bank and Trust
after it acquired Webster
Bank before becoming
Regions Bank.

The downtown Main
Street branch is set to
close at 2 p.m., Nov. 13.

The Webster Parish
Police Jury owns the
building and leases the
first floor to the bank.
The second floor cur-
rently houses the sher-
iff’s administrative
offices plus detective
and narcotics divisions

Ronda Carnahan,
Webster Parish Police
Jury secretary, says no
plans have been made
for the first once it is
vacated.

“We haven't made
any plans yet,” she said.
“We just received official
notice today (Tuesday).”

The police jury pur-
chased the Main Street
branch building on May
1, 2008.
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EconoMIC DEVELOPMENT IN MINDEN

Minden Mayor Tommy Davis and economic director James Graham met with leaders of the Northwest Louisiana
Technical College as the start of a tour of area facilities and businesses to study the needs of the area and start a
dialogue on how to boost economic growth for Minden and the surrounding area. Davis and Graham started at
NWLTC Tuesday and also met with officials from Clement Industries. Their to ur continued Wednesday with Fibre-
bond Corporation and Alpha Railroad and Piling. Pictured from left are Scott Price, interim campus dean, Davis,
Graham, and Dianne Clark, interim director. Michelle Bates/Press-Herald
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SENATE

Continued from page 1

election is Oct. 24.

Hollenshead is con-
cerned about the state’s
$700 million annual budg-
et deficit, the rising cost of
college tuition, industry
leaving the state, and the
struggles facing Louisiana-
based small businesses. He
is pro-life, pro-traditional
marriage, and supports
gun rights.

“I believe our state
needs new direction. We
need leaders who will work
hard for Louisiana and not
be tied to the lobbyists and
out-of-state special inter-
ests. I will listen to the con-
cerns of our small-busi-
ness owners, working fam-
ilies and the middle class
and get to work for them.”

“There is nothing like
having a grandchild to
make a person want to
improve their community,”
Hollenshead said. “That is
one of the main things
driving me to seek this
Senate seat. So that not
only my children, but all of
our children, have the
same shot at the American
Dream that I did.”

Hollenshead also said
he would fight for what is
best for local schools and

retirees.

“It’s time to get our state
government back to the
basics. To start, we need
local control of our
schools. Across the board,
lobbyists and out-of-state
special interests have too
much influence in Baton
Rouge. I will listen to voters
and defend our common
values.”

Hollenshead is a senior
project manager for Waste
Management’s  Minden
office. In his position, he
manages heavy construc-
tion projects for clients
across the country.

Hollenshead also raises
Charolais cattle on his
family’s Bossier Parish
farm. In 2010 he was

named USDA Outstanding
Farmer of the Year for
Bossier Parish.

Raised in Bossier Parish,
he has been married to the

Discover
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TO SUBMIT YOUR ANNOUNCEMENT

DROP OFF YOUR ANNOUNCEMENT AND PHOTO AT 203 GLEASON
ST., MINDEN OR EMAIL TO BRUCE@PRESS-HERALD.COM. THE
DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS IS FRIDAY, SEPT. 4. QUALIFYING
FOR LOCAL CANDIDATES IS WITH THE WEBSTER PARISH CLERK OF

former Michelle Perry for
25 years, and they have
four children and one
grandchild. He and
Michelle have been mem-
bers of the same Benton
church for over a quarter of
a century.

Hollenshead earned a
degree in geology from
Louisiana Tech University
after working his way
through school in the oil-
field of Caddo and Webster
parish. He is a private pilot
and also has been a Bossier
Parish Sheriff’s reserve offi-

COURT SEPT. 8 THROUGH 10.

cer for seven years. He and
his wife are active in their
church  youth group,
school tutoring programs,
Boy Scouts, Court-
Appointed Special Advo-
cates, the ACTS retreat,
and a local non-profit
organization, Pick-it-For-
ward for Orphans.

For more information
please contact James Son-
neman at 318-510-1391 or
visit the campaign’s web-
site at
www.todd4senate.com.
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For more information
or to schedule a personal tour,

call 3 community near you

Whichever side of the Red River you choose, Brookdale offers
attractive senior living options at both our Shreveport and Bossier
City campuses. You'll find lovely private apartments with inviting
common areas and restaurant-style dining. Residents enjoy 24/7
assistance with such daily tasks as bathing, dressing, mobility and
medication management. Each community provides chauffeured
transportation and a full calendar of social, recreational and cultural
events. Both offer superb Alzheimer's & Dementia Care. Come see
how exceplional Brookdale seniar living can be.

Brookdale Bossier City Brookdale

Formerly Morizon Bay Bossier City Forrmwerly Emeritus® at

Adult Residentiol Care Adult Residential Care
Alrheimer's & Dementla Cane Alrheimer's & Dementla Care
2540 Beene Boulevard 7110 Dirve
Bossier City. LA 71111 Shreveport, LA 71105

(318) 747-2114 (318) 524-2100

BROOKDALE
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brookdale.com
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Sayings heard only in the South

JUANITA AGAN
Special to the Press-Herald

Orignialy published on
May 21, 2003.

Recently I sat ata dinner
table across from our Min-
ister of Music Todd DuBose
and his wife,
Alicia. I
referred to
someone as
a "ring-
tailed toot-
er' and they
had no idea
what that
was. I had AGAN
used that phrase all my. life
and had heard it used.
Apparently it is just a local
phrase. We Southerners
have a language all our
own. At least those of us
who have passed at least
our three score and ten

(and almost four score)
have heard it and have
probably used it. I suppose
it is English, but it is a
southern variation on
accepted English. And by
the way a ring-tailed tooter
is a kid that will do any-
thing he thinks of and is
very talented and may
cause problems wherever
he goes and that is a dic-
tionary definition) Just so
you'll know I'll give you a
sample of my Southern
vocabulary.

‘CONDENSED’
WORDS

Fix-When we say we are
going home and fix supper
we don't mean repair it, we
mean prepare it. Even
though the repair shop
does "fix" our broken car

we don't mean to do that
to our supper.

Whatcha  -someone
calls on the phone and
asks "Whatcha doing?"
Translated they mean
"what are you doing?"

From Cats to Dogs

Adam's house cat — How
about "I don't know him
from Adam's house cat."
He really does not know
the man at all, does he?

Druthers — And if I had
my "druthers," there
would not be a war. Of
course, that means you
would prefer not to have a
war.

Dog drunk - He was
driving the car and he was
dog drunk. That means he
was really drunk.

Poor white trash and red
neck — The people call
them "poor white trash" or
a "redneck." All refer to a

low class person.

Peert— She may be near-
ly 80 but she is still right
"peert." And that is a com-
pliment meaning that she
is still pretty quick to move
around.

Yourn - Is that dog
"yourn?" Translated that
would mean is he your
dog?

UNDER THE
WEATHER

Gully washer — That was
a real ‘gully washer' last
night. The weatherman
would say that it was a
heavy rain.

Gourd - Quit doing that
boy, use your gourd! Gourd
meaning head.

Gals going to a meeting
—They were dressed up like
"gals going to a meeting."

Best clothes like we wear to
church.

Cuda - I cuda told her
how if she had asked.
"Cuda" meaning could
have.

Cramp colic — He died
with the cramp-colic. At
any rate he had a severe
belly ache.

Highfalutin or hifalutin
— He thought he was too
"highfalutin" to drive a
truck. The American Her-
itage Dictionary defines
this as being arrogant, pre-
tentious, or pompous, or of
a person who thinks too
highly of himself

Sweet Patooty — She is
his "sweet patooty." That is
one way of designating a
girl friend.

"Keep your cotton-pick-
ing hands off my car!" -
That translated means des-
picable, or wretched or
trashy hands.

Coming up a cloud - It's
coming up a cloud. That
means that a storm is

approaching.
I don't want to
"aggrafret" you with a

bunch of words that may
not mean "diddly-squat"
to you, and I sure don't
want you to "get your bow-
els in a boil," but, "sugar-
pie," I did want you to
know that I was not just
"whistlin' Dixie" when I
said we had our own
vocabulary.

Don't you agree?

Juanita Agan submitted
a weekly column to the
Press-Herald for more than
15 years until her death in
2008. She was a resident of
Minden since 1935. The
Press-Herald is republish-
ing select articles from
Mrs. Agan's Cameos col-
umn every Wednesday.

OBITUARY
David Bruce “Buddy” Davis

On Sept. 15, 1936 a very special baby,
David Bruce (Buddy) Davis was born to
Bruce and Kate (Frazier) Davis in Minden.
He was raised to love God, life, and to
touch people from all walks of life, and
that he did. Buddy was definitely a charac-
ter just ask anyone who knew him.

He left his earthly home to be with his
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ on Aug.17,
2015 after a brief illness. He retired from
Beaird Industries in 1998 as a welding
engineer. Buddy was a member of North
Acres Baptist Church, a Mason, Scottish
Rites, and Shriner. He was an avid hunter
and fisherman, and loved spending time
at Larto Lake with his buddies and at Igo
Farm Deer Camp with family and friends.

He loved life and lived it to the fullest.

He was preceded in death by his par-
ents, sisters Barbara Davis Brunson and
Christine Davis Tucker, and brother Louis
E. Davis.

He is survived by his lov-
ing and devoted wife of 58
years, Elaine Shelley Davis
of Shreveport, daughter,
whom was the light of his
life, Annette Davis Igo and
husband Bobby of Minden.
His grandchildren Neely Igo
Hardaway and husband
Reagan of Shongaloo, Katie
Igo Boltinghouse and husband Jason of
Benton, Bobby Igo I1I and wife Heather of
Minden, Peyton Davis Igo of Shreveport
and his girlfriend Brittney Mouser, great-

DAVIS

grandchildren Rayla Hardaway, Cassie
Hardaway, Kate Boltinghouse, Sami Bolt-
inghouse, Aniston Igo and baby Igo due in
March. He is also survived by his sister
LaNelle Davis Roberts and husband Buzz
of Pine Bluff, Arkansas, sister-in-law Kitty
Davis of Haughton, brother-in-law Bill
Tucker of Elysian Fields, Texas, and
numerous nieces and nephews.

Through his family his legacy will live
on as he has taught them the meaning of
love.

A celebration of life for Buddy will be at
10 a.m., Thursday, Aug. 20, 2015 at North
Acres Baptist Church in Minden with the
Rev. Steven Smithson officiating. Inter-
ment will follow at Gardens of Memory in
Minden under the direction of Rose-
Neath Funeral in Minden. The family will

receive friends from 5 until 7 p.m.
Wednesday, Aug. 19, 2015 at Rose-Neath
in Minden.

Pallbearers will be Mark Davis, Robin
Rowland, Curtis Bellew, Billy Ponder, Bill
Tucker, William Pierce, Chris Evans and
Mark Gibson.

Honorary pallbearers will be Bob Igo,
Paul Davis, Alan Lee, Fred Evans, Sutton
Orenbaun and Claude Reeves.

The family would like to thank Dr. Bob
Massingill, Dr. DeSai, Dr. Singh and Dr.
Kelly Carlisle, and the nurses and staff at
Christus Schumpert Highland Hospital.

In lieu of flowers memorials may be
made to Louisiana Baptist Children’s
Home, St Jude Children’s Research Hospi-
tal, Shriners Hospital or the donor’s
choice.

Reports: Wortham tried to kill Cullen store owner during a October 2014 robbery

WORTHAM

Continued from page 1

“He can get a GED,
learn a skill such as a
painter or carpenter or
electrician, and hopefully,
one day in 2048, he will
walk out of Angola a wise,
harmless and productive
human being,” he said.

Cameron Sumlin, one
of the victims in the case
and part owner of the
store Wortham tried to
rob, says he was satisfied
with the plea deal and the
sentenced imposed.

“I'm really satisfied in
the justice system,” he
said. “I personally called
every day three or four
times a day making sure
that this case was not
messed up. DA Schuyler
Marvin and Assistant DA
Hugo Holland, they com-
forted me, and we were all
able to come to an agree-
ment on the plea deal. I'll
be an old man by the time

Police say
undercover
meth huys
were made

ARREST

Continued from page 1

cover) buys from her.”

He says they bought
about one gram of
methamphetamine from
her on three different occa-
sions, worth about $100
each buy.

Merritt was located at
her Milton Drive residence,
placed under arrest on the
three distribution warrants
and taken to Bayou
Dorcheat Correctional
Center, where she was
booked.

he gets out.”

The other defendant in
this case, Bernell Lewis,
Wortham’s cousin, pled
guilty to attempted armed
robbery, an amended
charge offered in exchange
for his testimony against
Wortham had the case
gone to trial.

Cullen police reported
two suspects entered a
business and went around
a counter to the area
where a safe was located,
Springhill Police Chief Will
Lynd said at the time of
Lewis’ arrest.

Lynd says they did not
get into the safe and they
did not get any money.

“The suspect fired a
shot at the owner, who
was not injured,” Lynd
said at the time of his
arrest. “The individuals
then left the business on
foot.”

According to Wortham’s
bill of information, he
tried to kill the business
owner during the commis-
sion of the robbery.

“My main concern is
that he took 30 minutes
out of his life to destroy
himself,” Sumlin said.
“He’s a young man, and
my main concern is for
the youth that’s here to see
that it's not worth it.”

Sumlin claims Wortham
was part of a gang in the
Cullen area called LOE, or
Loyalty Over Everything,
and he wants the youth to
see how quickly a life can
be destroyed by bad deci-
sions.

“You give your life away
to the state of Louisiana,
when he could have gone
to work for Walmart for 30
years and retired and been
living well,” he said. “The
main thing is the youth
will look at this, and say;,
‘Hey man, I'm going to go
get a job and not try to do
something like this,
because it’s not worth it.
We just hope this will be a
deterrent, that someone
will think five times before
they do something like
this.”

He thanked Cullen
police chief Mary Hoof,
Lynd and the Webster
Parish DA’ office for work-
ing so well together, saying
he appreciates their efforts
to bring this case to a
close.

While no injuries were

reported when the inci-
dent occurred, Sumlin
says his father, the person
who was shot at as well as
the store’s owner, is doing
well.

“I'm just glad that my
dad is still with us,” Sum-
lin added. “This idiot

could have killed my dad.”
The incident occurred
October 2014, and the
arrest was the result of a
joint investigation by the
Cullen and Springhill
police departments.
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EDITORIAL
ROUND UP

US. parks

und deserves
renewal,
ermanen
nding

It seems everything in Wash-
ington, D.C,, can generate contro-
versy these days — even the Land
and Water Conservation Fund.

Created in 1965, the fund uses
energy royalties to acquire and
enhance America's parklands. In
theory, it's about $900 million
annually; in practice, the amount
is smaller, as the U.S. Congress
diverts funds paid into the fund
by energy companies toward
other programs or budgets.

Now, the Land and Water Con-
servation Fund's existence is
imperiled.

The law that created the fund is
set to expire at the end of Septem-
ber, and the bill that would reau-
thorize it is stalled, although it has
bipartisan support.

Sections of most major nation-
al parks were acquired using con-
servation fund dollars, including
the Sleeping Bear Dunes National
Lakeshore and the Keweenaw
National Historical Park in Michi-
gan.

The fund operates another pro-
gram that offers federal matching
grants for local park improve-
ments, such as biking or hiking
trails, community parks and play-
grounds. All told, Michigan parks
have received $322 million from
the fund since its inception.

Both parts of the fund's work
are important and don't absorb
tax dollars. Ongoing acquisition is
crucial, even in established parks,
to provide a robust barrier
between public lands and private
development. Matching grants
bring needed money to local
parks.

As federal programs go, this
fund is like ice cream — that
someone else is paying for.

So why the opposition?

In part, ideology. Some Repub-
lican lawmakers don't believe the
federal government should pur-
chase or hold land, or think the
fund's proceeds would be better
applied elsewhere. Some lawmak-
ers believe states are best suited to
decide which lands become part
of public parks and to make those
purchases. Others say federal pur-
chase of private land — which
then leaves the tax rolls — harms
local governments.

Two bills are under discussion
in the U.S. Senate. One would
reauthorize the fund, and the
other would reauthorize the fund
while providing for its full and
permanent funding (i.e., all
money paid into the fund are
spent for its stated purpose).

Michigan Sens. Gary Peters and
Debbie Stabenow, both Democ-
rats, have signed on as cosponsors
to the latter. Just three Michigan
members of the U.S. House of
Representatives — Reps. Debbie
Dingell, D-Dearborn, Sander
Levin, D-Royal Oak, and Brenda
Lawrence, D-Southfield — are
cosponsors of that chamber's bill
to permanently reauthorize the
fund .

The fund's work should find
fans on all points of the political
spectrum — a secular environ-
mentalist motivated purely by sci-
ence, and a devout person of faith
who believes the biblical charge to
serve as good stewards of creation
should support this conservation
work equally.

This is a program that works
and benefits all Americans. If
Congress can't pull together on
something as benign as the con-
servation fund, we'd give grim
odds for bipartisan cooperation
on any subject more challenging.
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PERSPECTIVE

y the course

While the national presiden-
tial race is capturing most of the
media and public attention these
days, followed closely in
Louisiana by the gubernatorial
and legislative races, one board’s
elections this fall have not made
the front page of many newspa-
pers. In fact, polls indicate that
familiarity with this board is usu-
ally less than 20 percent of the
voting public. You may have
never heard of it, and not know
who represents you on it. How-
ever, the State Board of Elemen-
tary and Secondary Education,
known as BESE, is critically
important to students, parents,
taxpayers, and Louisiana’s busi-
ness community. BESE is an 11-
member board, with eight seats
elected by the voters of
Louisiana’s
eight BESE
districts and
three
appointed by
the governor.

The board is
responsible
for creating
education
policies that
have a direct

glassroom

impact. STEPHEN
During WAGUESPACK

the last

election

cycle, Louisiana’s business com-
munity made it a top priority to
help elect a majority reform-ori-
ented BESE so that more of our
students would receive a quality
education and be prepared for
the workforce. That spirited
campaign delivered a clear mes-
sage of hope and progress to the
people of this state and
Louisiana’s voters responded
loudly in that election that they
wanted to put the needs of stu-
dents first. The election results
were a victory for reform-mind-
ed candidates and they have
proven to be a victory for our
students and parents for the last
four years. Strides have been
made and improvement has
been felt thanks to the hard work
of educators in the classroom
and parents at home, as well as
the strong leadership provided
by the members of BESE. In fact,
BESE’s policies over the past
seven years have contributed
greatly to some impressive stu-
dent achievement gains.

For example:

In six years (2008-14), the per-

centage of students who scored
at Basic or above on state tests
increased by nine points, from
60 percent to 69 percent;

A record number of students
completed high school on time —
from 66 percent in 2008 to 74.6
percent in 2014, one of the
fastest gains in the nation. Fur-
ther, since 2008 the dropout rate
has decreased from 7 percent to
4.5 percent;

Another top gain is the num-
ber of public high school gradu-
ates entering college — from
15,958 in 2008 to 22,972 in 2014

Astounding improvements
are being realized in New
Orleans, once Louisiana’s lowest
achieving school district. The
number of failing schools
decreased from 117 in 2004 to
eight in 2014. Additionally, the
percentage of students scoring at
Basic or above on state tests was
raised from 37 percent in 2007 to
63 percent in 2014. The high
school graduation rate there
improved from 58 percent in
2008 to 72.7 percent in 2014.

Louisiana is finally coming
out of the abyss of low educa-
tional achievement. This accom-
plishment has many contribu-
tors, including a BESE that is
focused on student needs. With
the belief that every student can
graduate college or become
career ready, BESE and the Legis-
lature have expanded school
choice, providing options that
have never existed before in
Louisiana public education.

For example, BESE policy has
empowered students across
Louisiana to take classes offered
via Course Access. Because of
this change, specific educational
courses for children of all ages
and demographics are now avail-
able in Louisiana. This past year
alone, middle and high school
students took over 19,000 cours-
es via Course Access. Of these
courses, 13,000 included dual
enrollment courses, and 6,000
included courses not previously
offered at the student’s school.
New doors are opened every day
to Louisiana students thanks to
these policies.

For students more interested
in technical training than tradi-
tional college prep coursework,
BESE created Jump Start, a pro-
gram that provides students with
high-quality career and technical
training that leads to industry-
based certifications and helps
the student become employed

immediately upon graduation.
Jump Start now has 47 career
pathways that result in career
diplomas with industry creden-
tials. This program is opening up
new career options and educa-
tional opportunities for students
that previously slipped through
the cracks. Finally, the system is
aligning to put the needs of the
student first.

This student-centered
approach taken by BESE and
many other educators is begin-
ning to change the way we view
ourselves. In the past, we only
saw our limitations and genera-
tionally poor outcomes and
assumed we could never reverse
that low-performing legacy. Now,
our educators, parents, students
and community leaders are
beginning to see the benefits of
strategic partnerships and smart
reforms, many of which BESE
developed and implemented.

This election cycle is critical
for many different races, but per-
haps the most important elec-
tion of them all is not on the
radar of most people. Take the
time to get educated on the
issues and support candidates
for BESE that pledge to keep
Louisiana’s momentum going.
Some candidates running for
BESE aim to move away from
reform policies and go back to
the old days of prioritizing the
needs of the adults in the system
over those of the students in the
classroom. Don't take that bait.

We are on the right track and
the faith Louisiana put into a
reform-minded BESE board four
years ago is paying off for our
students. It didn’t happen by
accident and improvement will
not continue without a con-
scious effort.

Maintaining a BESE that is
supportive of reform is critical to
the ongoing progress of educa-
tion in our state. It’s vitally
important to elect the right BESE
candidates this fall, as well as
legislative candidates who will
not retreat and constantly strive
for a better way. We've come too
far, gained too much, and have
too much further to go to just
turn back now.

Stephen Waguespack is the
president of the Louisiana Asso-
ciation of Business and Industry,
the largest and most effective
advocacy organization in the
state.
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Academic
tascism Il

Last week's column highlighted
college campus absurdities and the
ongoing attack on free speech and
plain common sense. As parents gear
up to fork over $20,000 to $60,000 for
college tuition, they might benefit
from knowing what greets their
youngsters. Deceitful college officials,
who visit high schools to recruit stu-
dents and talk to parents, conceal the
worst of their campus practices. Let's
expose some of it.

Christina Hoff Sommers is an
avowed feminist and a scholar at the
American Enterprise Institute. She's
spent a lifetime visiting college cam-
puses. Recently, upon her arrival at
Oberlin College, Georgetown Univer-
sity and other campuses, trigger warn-
ings were issued asserting, in her
words, that her "very presence on
campus" was "a form of violence" and
that she was threatening students'
mental health. At Oberlin, 30 students
and the campus therapy dog retired to
a "safe room" with soft music, crayons
and coloring books to escape any
uncomfortable facts raised by Som-
mers.

The problem for students and
some professors is that Sommers
challenges the narrative, with credible
statistical facts, that women are living
in a violent, paternalistic rape culture.
As aresult, she has been "excommu-
nicated from the church of campus
feminism" in order to protect women
from her uncomfortable facts. This
prompted Sommers to say, "There's a
move to get young women in combat,
and yet on our campuses, they are so
fragile they can't handle a speaker
with dissenting views." I wonder
whether there will be demands for the
military to have therapy dogs and safe
rooms in combat situations.

The University of New Hampshire
published a "Bias-
Free Language
Guide," which "is
meant to invite
inclusive excel-
lence in (the)
campus commu-
nity." Terms such
as "American,"
"homosexual,"
"illegal alien,"
"Caucasian,"
"mothering," il

fathering" and WALTER

"foreigners" are
deemed "prob- WILLIAMS

lematic." Other

problematic terms include "elders,"
"senior citizen," "overweight,"
"speech impediment," "dumb," "sex-
ual preference," "manpower," "fresh-
men," "mailman" and "chairman."
For now, these terms are seen as prob-
lematic. If the political correctness
police were permitted to get away
with it, later they would bring discipli-
nary action against a student or facul-
ty member who used the terms.

The offender would be required to
attend diversity training, the leftist
equivalent of communist re-educa-
tion camps. In a rare instance of
administrative guts, UNH President
Mark Huddleston said he is offended
by many things in the guide and
declared that it is not university poli-
cy-

Florida State University has an
"Equal Opportunity and Non-Dis-
crimination Statement," which says,
"Behavior that may be considered
offensive, demeaning, or degrading to
persons or groups will not be tolerat-
ed." That's both broad and trouble-
some. Say that you're a Muslim stu-
dent and offended by homosexuality.
Can you demand termination of cam-
pus activities that support homosexu-
al activities?

A 2014 report by the Foundation
for Individual Rights in Education
(http://tinyurl.com/mjvn4kl) found
that 59 percent of the 427 higher-edu-
cation institutions it analyzed have
policies that infringe on First Amend-
ment rights. FIRE found that the Uni-
versity of Connecticut prohibits
"actions that intimidate, humiliate, or
demean persons or groups, or that
undermine their security or self-
esteem.” The University of South Car-
olina prohibits "teasing," "ridiculing"
and "insulting."

In 2012, FIRE listed the "12 Worst
Colleges for Free Speech"
(http://tinyurl.com/094rour). In no
particular order, they are the Universi-
ty of Cincinnati, Syracuse University,
Widener University, Harvard Universi-
ty, Yale University, Saint Augustine's
College, Michigan State University,
Colorado College, Johns Hopkins Uni-
versity, Tufts University, Bucknell Uni-
versity and Brandeis University.

University presidents, other aca-
demic administrators and faculty
members all too often find the well-
worn path of least resistance most
attractive. They give support to claims
of oppression and victimhood. These
close-minded people are simply the
"grown-up" leftist hippie generation
of the 1960s and '70s.

You might ask: What's Walter
Williams' solution to these problems?
For starters, benefactors should stop
giving money to universities that
endorse anti-free speech and racist
diversity policy. Simply go to a univer-
sity's website. If you find an office of
diversity, close your pocketbook.
There's nothing like the sound of
pocketbooks snapping shut to open
the closed minds of administrators.

Walter E. Williams is a professor of
economics at George Mason Universi-

ty.




Around Town

Webster Parish Pupil Progression Plan

The revisions to the Webster Parish Pupil Progression
Plan for the 2015-16 school year will be available for view-
ing at the front office of the Webster Parish School Board.
Revisions will be considered for adoption at the next
school board meeting in early September.

August 16 - 20, 2015

Galilee Missionary Baptist Church will have annual revival.
3 p.m. Sunday Darrell Johnson of New Star Baptist Church
Ringgold will act as evangelist. August 17 through 20
nightly at 7 p.m. Pastor Albert Mickel, Macedonia Baptist of
Marrerro will be special guest.

August 20, 2015

St. Rest will host a Betty Rose Watts Community Lunch at
noon.

August 21, 2015

St. Rest Baptist Church’s 2015 women’s conference will be
August 21 from 6 until 8 p.m, and from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m.
August 22. For more information contact the church at
377-5455.

August 23, 2015

Antioch Baptist Church will have its fifth Pastor’s Anniver-
sary Celebration at 2:30 p.m. with guest pastor the Rev.
James Smith

Mt Comfort Baptist Church will be hosting their Annual
Homecoming/Family and Friends Day at 3 p.m. The Rev.
James Bonner from Morning Star Baptist Church will be
the evangelist for this special occasion.

The Shepherd’s Hut is celebrating its third anniversary at 3
p.m. at the Northwest 14th District Building. All are invited.

August 25, 2015

Dance Fest 2015: Square and Round Dance Open House
featuring Southern Swings Square Dance Club and Red
River Rounders Round Dance Club. Doors open at 6 p.m.
Dancing will take place from 6:30 until 9 :30 p.m. Admis-
sion and refreshments are free. For more information con-
tact Genevieve Carlisle at grgarlisle2@gmail.com or John-
nie Ingles at 318-469-2929.

August 30, 2015

West Lake Baptist Church will have a plate lunchfund rais-
er at noon. Money raised will go towards paving a parking
lot. Lunch includes BBQ chicken, potato salad, and baked
beans. Plates are $8.
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EDUCATION

School board welcomes new teachers

The Webster Parish School Board welcomed 29 new teachers to the school district for the 2015-16 school year. The
Minden South-Webster Chamber of Commerce provided breakfast and Minden Floral distributed roses for the
teachers. Rep. Gene Reynolds welcomed the teachers and shared educational legislative updates for the school
year. Jerri DePingre’ and Sara Chreene shared information about the WEEF grants that will be available to teachers
later this year. Other professional organizations and insurance representatives spoke with the teachers as well.

Pictured from left are Stephanie Barnette, chamber administrative assistant; Greg Lee, board chair; Jerri de Pingre’,
chamber president; Jimmy Hall, owner of Party Express Catering and chamber champion; State Rep.Gene
Reynolds. Courtesy Photo
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briefs

NFL
Brady, Goodell back
in court Wednesday

NEW YORK — New
England Patriots quarter-
back Tom Brady returns
to practice and lawyers
for the NFL and its play-
ers union face a federal
judge Wednesday after
settlement talks failed to
reach a deal in football's
deflation scandal.

Brady and NFL
Commissioner Roger
Goodell along with their
lawyers faced off for
about four hours in New
York City on Wednesday
in an llth-hour effort to
strike a deal, two sources
familiar with the legal
case told The Associated
Press.

The failure to reach
agreement in the scandal
that's become known as
"Deflategate" means it is
more likely that U.S.
District Judge Richard
M. Berman will be left to
decide whether the NFL
acted properly when it
suspended Brady for four
games to start this sea-
son. A ruling was unlike-
ly Wednesday.

The people, who
spoke on condition of
anonymity Tuesday
because they were not
authorized to speak pub-
licly about the case, said
the talks occurred away
from the Manhattan court
handling the case. The
location was not dis-
closed.

Lawyers already have
submitted written argu-
ments supporting their
positions.

RUNNING
Pistorius to be released

after 10 months

JOHANNESBURG —
After being locked up for
10 months for killing his
girlfriend, double-amputee
runner Oscar Pistorius is
scheduled to be released
from prison and go into
house arrest on Friday,
unless the Department of
Justice intervenes.

What his steps after that
will be are less clear. The
first amputee to run at the
Olympics might race
again. Or he might wind up
behind bars again if he is
found guilty of murder.
Prosecutors are seeking
that verdict, saying his
manslaughter conviction
was insufficient. They
appealed to the Supreme
Court, which is to consider
the case in November.

For killing girlfriend
Reeva Steenkamp on
Valentine's Day in 2013,
Pistorius got a five-year
sentence.

Steenkamp's  parents
and several other people
gathered on a beach in Port
Elizabeth for a ceremony
on Wednesday, their
daughter's 32nd birthday.
Footage from  South
African broadcaster eNCA
showed them throwing red
and pink roses into the
Indian Ocean and embrac-
ing. The family asked jour-
nalists to keep a respectful
distance and would not
comment.

"We are still struggling
with coming to terms with
losing our precious daugh-
ter Reeva and her loss is
felt even more this week,"
parents Barry and June
Steenkamp said in an earli-
er statement.

ST.JOSEPH, Mo. — In
an otherwise sloppy train-
ing camp practice, former
Springhill running back
Charcandrick West gave
Chiefs coach Andy Reid a
moment to smile.

The diminutive backup
headed out on a passing
play, and quarterback
Chase Daniel lofted a pass
to him. But the throw wob-
bled off to the right, and
West had to reach back
with one hand to snare the
ball. Then, in one fluid
motion, he spun up field
and ran for a touchdown.

Not only did Reid
smile, the crowd watching
let out a collective, "Oh!"

"Charcandrick, he can
do everything," Reid said.

The Chiefs need him to
do a little bit of every-
thing, too.

The former undrafted
free agent out of Abilene
Christian fought his way
onto the team a year ago
and played in six games.
But West was merely a
special teams player, mak-
ing more tackles (one)
than he had carries, catch-
es or yards from scrim-
mage.

But the Chiefs evident-
ly thought highly enough
of West that they were
willing to release Cyrus
Gray early in training
camp, all but giving him

GREGG PARKS
gparks@press-herald.com

BASTROP -  The
Glenbrook Lady Apaches
lost for the first time in two
weeks on Monday, falling
3-2 to the Prairie View
Lady Spartans.

COLUMBUS, Ohio —
Ezekiel Elliott and the
Ohio State offensive line
could make most quarter-
backs look good.

For all the headlines
generated by the
Buckeyes' ability to
replace a star quarterback
with another star quarter-
back last season, the
development of the run-
ning game was every bit
as important to Ohio
State's national champi-
onship season.

No matter if J.T.
Barrett or Cardale Jones
takes snaps for the
Buckeyes this season,
Elliott could be the focal
point of Ohio State's
offense. The junior ran for
1,878 yards and 18 touch-

NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE
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FORMER SPRINGHILL STAR STICKING WITH CHIEFS

the No. 3 running back
job. Those carries, catches
and yards will still be hard
to come by with Jamaal
Charles and Knile Davis
ahead of him, but like any
other player, West is only
an injury away from mov-
ing up a rung on the lad-
der.

"He's got great quick-
ness. So that's a positive
from that standpoint. It
makes him a little bit dif-
ferent from the other two,"
Reid said. "He's a little bit

smaller, so it's a different
look than the other two
guys in a positive way."
West had a chance to
showcase that speed in
Saturday's preseason
opener in Arizona, when
Charles basically got the
night off and Davis got
banged up. He responded
by hauling in a 20-yard
catch to help set up a
touchdown, and ran six
times for 49 yards. His 92
yards from scrimmage
were a team-high in the

34-19 victory.

Perhaps most important-
ly, he proved that he isn't a
liability in the passing
game.

Sure, he has shown that
he can catch the ball. But
generously listed at 5-foot-
10, 205 pounds, West had
yet to show the coaching
staff that he could pick up a
blitz.

"He's working hard on
the pass protection part of it
right now, not as far as
knowing who to pick up —

HIGH SCHOOL SOFTBALL

Lady Apaches fall to

The Lady Apaches
swung the bats well, total-
ing eight hits for the game,
but Prairie View scored the
run they needed in the sixth
to take the win.

Amber Lovitt singled in
the first inning before
advancing on a wild pitch
and scoring on a fielder’s
choice off the bat of Alyssa
Martin.

Trailing 3-1 in the top of
the seventh, Glenbrook got
back-to-back singles from
Megan Sims and Faith

Earnhardt. With one out in
the inning Kate Marvin sin-
gled to load the bases and
Amber Lovitt scored Sims
on a groundout.

With two outs, trailing
by one Aubrie Dickson hit
a fly ball to centerfield that
was caught to end the
game.

The loss snapped a six-
game winning streak for
the ladies, but they will
look to start a new streak
against Union Christian on
Thursday at home.

he's a smaller guy, so he's
just working on his funda-

mentals and his tech-
niques," Reid said. "His
pass game, the actual

routes and the run game,
he's doing a phenomenal
job."

West has even caught
the attention of his fellow
running backs.

"He's learning the play-
book. You can tell it's slow-
ing down for him," Davis
said. "Kind of like myself
in my year-two, he's more
confident with the play-
book. He's playing faster."

Speed has never been a
question, though. West has
always had plenty of it,
from his boyhood days in
Springhill to his college
days in West Texas.

It is part of what caught
the attention of Chiefs spe-
cial teams coach Dave
Toub, who is often respon-
sible for deciding the last
couple of players on the
roster. If all else is the
same, he will put his vote
in for the player — wide
receiver, defensive back,

running back — who can
contribute on  special
teams, whether it's the

return game or on cover-
age.

It wasn't only speed that
got Toub's attention,
though.

"He's tough — tough as
nails," Toub said. "He'll
stick his face in there on
any sized guy. He's an
ankle biter and a tackler.
He gets in there and is a
real good tackler."

He's proving to be a
pretty good runner, too.

Lady Spartans

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

Elliot, O-Line ready for another title run

downs last year and enters

this season on pretty
much every list of
Heisman Trophy
hopefuls. -

At the start of
last season, Elliott
and an offensive
line breaking in
four new starters
struggled to get
rolling. In a
September home
loss to Virginia
Tech, Elliott ran
eight times for 32
yards. But when
Ohio State turned it on
down the stretch, Elliott
and the offensive line
were dominant.

"Zeke was the exact
same player all year, but
then the people around

ELLIOT

him just needed to play
better in order for him to
really show what he was

capable of," tackle
. Taylor Decker

said.
™ " Eiliott had 153
yards and two
scores at
Michigan State,
then had three
200-yard games in
the  postseason.
A g ains't
Wisconsin,
Alabama and
Oregon, Elliott ran
for 698 yards and eight
touchdowns.

"The key with Zeke is
if you can get him to the
second level, his skill set
at the second level is
unbelievable," offensive

line coach and co-offen-
sive  coordinator Ed
Warinner said.

The offensive line now
returns four starters,
including Decker, who
considered entering the
NFL draft early before
deciding to return to
Columbus, and guard Pat
Elflein. There might not
be a better group of block-
ers in the country.

"I think we're definite-
ly farther along than we
were last year at this
point, especially from a
chemistry standpoint and
an experience stand-
point," Decker said. "But
I think it would be dan-
gerous to sit there and
believe that we're the
best."

Elliott does not shy
away from praising the
guys who make his life
easier.

"I think they're going to
be the best group on the
team because after last
year and the experience
they gained and how
tough they are and how
hard they work, I don't see
anyone outworking them
or anyone being better
than them," Elliott said.

The Buckeyes are a
safe bet to start the season
No. 1 in The Associated
Press Top 25, which will
be released Sunday. Here
are some things to know
about the team that will
try to give coach Urban
Meyer his fourth national
championship.
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Underestimate the crossover
appeal of N.W.A at your peril.

More than 25 years after the
Los Angeles hip-hop group went
double platinum with their
unheralded debut album largely
without the benefit of radio play,
Ice Cube, Dr. Dre and the rest
shook up Hollywood in the dog
days of summer.

"Straight Outta Compton,"
the N.W.A biopic produced by
Cube and Dre, blew away indus-
try expectations over the week-
end with a $60.2 million debut,
even higher than the $56.1 esti-
mated on Sunday. The film, co-
financed by Universal Pictures
and Legendary Pictures for just
$29 million, was propelled by a
provocative trailer, savvy digital
marketing, strong reviews and
the same kind of audacity that
made N.W.A famous in the first
place.

Just as N.W.A's debut album
stood out from the pack in 1988
when hair metal bands like Def
Leppard and Guns N' Roses
were dominating the airwaves,
"Straight Outta Compton"
stands far apart from the majori-
ty of movies to land at the multi-
plex this summer.

The only other film with a
largely African American cast to
hit theaters this summer was the
independently made "Dope."
It's a long term trend that's
attracted increasing scrutiny. A
recent study by the University of
Southern California found that
nearly three-quarters of all
speaking or named characters in
the top 100 highest-grossing
movies of 2014 were white.

So "Straight Outta Compton"
— a fresh and brash alternative
to the usual summer spectacles
— arrived with a wave of enthu-
siasm behind it, rising to the
level of must-see cultural flash-
point. The social conditions of
N.W.A's rise from South Central
Los Angeles also bear particular
relevance to recent protests over
abusive and biased police
enforcement.

On Sunday, filmmaker Ava
DuVernay, whose Oscar-nomi-
nated January release "Selma"
struggled at the box office
despite rave reviews and similar
relevance, tweeted a passionate
response to "Compton," saying
it "captured the plight of the
black artist."

"We rapped along, clapped,
laughed, cried. For all that has
happened," said DuVernay. "All
the stifling of our voices as
young black people in that place

at that time while a war was
going on against us."

The success of "Straight Outta
Compton" could encourage stu-
dios to embrace more racially
charged stories. Certainly, many
will hope for such an effect, even
if it stands against the prevailing
risk-adverse nature of today's
Hollywood.

"I don't think this movie is
going to change anything, but I
do think we're in the midst of a
change. I think it's subtle," says
David Poland, editor of Movie
City News. "There is going to be
a little less resistance in the next
couple of years to movies about
women and movies about peo-
ple of color and things like rap
— cultural things of the genera-
tion that is now 30."

Before Universal jumped in,
Warner Bros. passed on "Straight
Outta Compton" in part because
of the project's riskiness. Those
concerns earlier appeared to be
justified. Marion "Suge" Knight,
who's portrayed in the film, is
awaiting trial for allegedly run-
ning over two men in January

BABY BLUES | RicK KIRKMAN AND JERRY SCOTT

BEETLE BAILEY | woRT 2.GREG WALKER

BLONDIE | peaN YOUNG AND JOHN MARSHALL

FUNKY WINKERBEAN | om BaTIUK

after an altercation with Cle
"Bone" Sloan, a technical advis-
er on the movie.

There were also fears of vio-
lence at theaters, particularly
after several shootings at movie
theaters in recent months.
Universal helped some theaters
pay for extra security, but no
violence materialized.

What did materialize was the
diverse audience of a main-
stream hit. According to
Universal, the film, which stars
Corey Hawkins (as Dr. Dre),
O'Shea Jackson Jr. (as his father,
Ice Cube) and Jason Mitchell (as
Eazy-E) was 46 percent African
American, 23 percent Caucasian
and 21 percent Hispanic.

"This is a universal story,"
said director E Gary Gray in an
earlier interview. "It can inspire
people from all walks of life. And
if you hire unknowns, the story
will stand on its own. You won't
be distracted by a celebrity
mimicking another celebrity."

Phil Contrino, chief analyst
for BoxOffice.com, believes

"Straight Outta Compton" has
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Like NW.A, ‘Compton’ likely to inspire imitations

1)
-t

already inspired more films like
it, even if N.W.A remains a sin-
gular entity particularly ripe for
the biopic treatment.

"I guarantee executives
before this movie opened were
having conversations about
what kind of rap biopic can we
do next, what's the next land-
mark story that hasn't been
told," said Contrino. "This will
definitely lead to a new wave of
music biopics."

Franklin Leonard is a little
more cynical. The founder of
The Black List and a former
development executive for com-
panies like Will Smith's
Overbrook Entertainment thinks
that some will dismiss the suc-
cess of the film as an exception,
not the rule.

"There are other films like
this that are ready to be made. I
remember going to a boss of
mine while I was working at a
production company and sug-
gesting that we try to do a Run-
D.M.C. biopic," said Leonard.
"The assumption was that there
was no market for that movie.

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE | ctris BROWNE

-

b

£~ '[
L.

o

Obviously we've seen now that
could not be further from the
truth."

Leonard hopes that there are
smart executives out there who
understand that this is not an
anomaly.

"There's a massive opportu-
nity for someone who can
finance these types of films to
make money on the stupidity
and racism and cultural bias of
an entire industry," said
Leonard.

For now, the force of "Straight
Outta Compton" has startled
Hollywood in the usually quiet
late summer days — about the
same time of year that N.-W.A's
debut shocked the country in
early September 1988.

"The release date turned out
to be perfect in terms of audi-
ences being ready for something
of substance that's also enter-
taining," said Nick Carpou, head
of domestic distribution for
Universal. "This kind of result
points to the fact that there was
an audience out there for this.
And boy did they come out."

HI AND LOIS | BRIAN WALKER, GREG WALKER AND CHANCE BROWNE

MOTHER GOOSE & GRIMM | wike Perers

SAM AND SILO | strryY DUMAS
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AL 1

Grow YourB usiness

Call Courtney to place your ad!

377-1866

PLACE YOUR
AD TODAY!

Classified line ads are
published Monday
through Friday in the
Minden Press-Herald,

Bossier Press-Tribune

and online at

press-herald»

BT i e SR

Rates
Pricingise asy!

$7.75

Per Day - Up to 20
words! Additional
words are only 30¢
cents more!

GarageS ales

No word limit.

$11

One Day

$16.°°

Two Days

Receive a FREEGar age$S ale
Kit with your two day ad!

*Garage Sale ads must be prepaid.

Ads
Line ads must be
submitted by noon
the day before
publication. Display ads
two days prior to
publication.

Public Notices
Public notices must be
submitted two days prior to
publication date depending
on the length. Notices
may be emailed to
classifieds@press-herald.com

Payments

Cash, Checks, Bllllng

RealE stateNot ice
“All real estate advertised herein is

subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,

which makes it illegal to advertise any
preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or
intention to make any such preference,
limitation, or discrimination. We will not
knowingly accept any advertising for real

estate, which is in violation of the law.
All persons are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised are available on an
equal opportunity basis.

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT
Hillside

Apartments

1,263
BedrooTis
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Red Oak
Villa

LI5S S beppasl 5l
hlincen, 1.4

& wraam
B - 4100 - AL - Fr

RENTAL

2BR 1BA 1006
Waterman. $650/
mo $600/dep.

371-1845
LARGE 3BR 2BA

1 block from
Harper Elemen-
tary. Office (could
be used as third
bedroom) Small
guest house in
back. $1000/dep
$1450/mo  Call
423-0594
LARGE 3BR 2BA
house on 2 acres.
$550/mo. Refer-
ences required. 2
miles from Homer
in the country
433-0071 or 584-
4373

FOR
LEASE

3BR 2BA HOUSE
hardwood floors,
C HI/A, 3 car ga-
rage, sun room,
screened porch,
deck with private .
yard. 927-6559
$1275/mo + de-
posit.

REAL

ESTATE
HOME FOR SALE!
Searching for a
great home? You
will want to view
this one.

1302  Whisper-
ing Pines Drive.
Terrific area in
Minden. Well
kept home.
3 bedroom/2
baths/1,950 sq
ft. Call to sched-
ule your private
showing  today
before it is sold.
318-402-9934
Century 21 Elite
Each office inde-
pendently owned
and operated
licensed in in
Louisiana

SERVIC-

ES
FLOWER
CLEANED, hedg-
es trimmed, fence

BEDS

rows cleared,
bushes cut. Call
Lawn Manage-

ment for free es-
timates 377-8169

HUSBAND FOR
HIRE Home main-
tenance jobs. Call
Charles Stubbs

426-5425 or 377-
8658

EMPLOY-

MENT
CARING & COM-
PASSIONATE
CNA’'S WANTED
Apply in person.
Cypress Point
Nursing Center
Bossier City, LA
(behind  Lowe’s
on Douglas Dr.)
318-747-2700
Come & make
a difference in
someone’s life
CIVIL ENGINEER
Bossier City, LA
- Heavy Waste-
water & Water
knowledge. Loui-
siana PE & 6-8
years’ experience

required. Full
Benefits. Email:
Resumes@man-

chacgroup.com

CW&W CON-
TRACTORS Sib-
ley, la Now hiring
for the following
Positions: Heavy
equipment  op-
erators Grapple
truck drivers/ op-
erators Low-boy
and dump truck
drivers Very com-
petitive pay and
benefits Package
available. Send
resume to hr@

cwwcontractors.
com

Or call 318-377-
4823

NOw HIRING
qualified serv-
ers, hostesses

and food runners/
bussers. Email
contact informa-
tion and previous
work experience
to admin@myro-
mas.com.

VAC TRUCK

DRIVERS
NEEDED Stal-
lion produc-
tion services
in homer &
haughton, la
is seeking
vacuum truck
drivers. Must

have clean
record and
pass drug/
alcohol/work-
steps. Ben-
efits include:
competitive
pay, medi-

cal/dental/
vision insur-
ance-2 plans
to choose
from-, 401k
w/co match,
long & short
term disabil-
ity, 5/2 sched-
ule. $500 sign
on bonus pd
after 90 days
excellentemp
record. Ap-
ply in person
@ 7034 hwy
79 n, homer,
la or 205 hwy
164, bldg. A,
haughton, la
or email re-
sume to jro-
len@sofs.cc

DRIVERS

DRIVERS: Hir-
ing Company &
Owner-Ops with
New Business
in Lake Charles!
Excellent Weekly
Pay, Great Home
Time! Required:
CDL-A, 2 Yrs Tr/
Tr Exp & Clean
MVR Call Jake:
855-313-5893

FOR

SALE
BALDWIN PIANO
Great Condition!
$700. Violin, case

and two bows,
$2000. 2 Music
stands $35 each.
Lots of sheet mu-
sic! 382-0864

GE DIGITAL CAM-
ERA Great Con-
dition $45 Call
or text 318-658-
2923 for pictures
and more infor-
mation!!

NEW 20FT BY
10,000LB CAPAC-
ITY flattop intrud-
er trailer $4,000
268-2021

PETS

English Bulldog Pure-
bred Puppies for sale.
They are Akc Reg, Shots,
Brindle, Champion
Bloodline,  Outstanding
Pedigrees, Health Guar-
antee.12 wks old. Each
cost $800 Email:amy.
brown65@aol.com or
call 318-747-6481

= Pusuc

Nomnces

PUBLIC NOTICE

Sealed Bids  for
Java Road Repair at
L4, Camp Minden,

Minden, Louisiana
71055 will be received
by the Louisiana

Military Department,
Building A-100, Rm
113, 100 Louisiana
Blvd, Camp Minden,

Minden, Louisiana
71055, Attention
David Tolbert, until
10:00 am. CST
on Wednesday,
September 2, 2015,
and immediately
opened thereafter.
ANY PERSON
REQUIRING
S PECIAL
ACCOMMODATIONS
SHALL NOTIFY
David Tolbert OF THE
TYPE(S) OF
ACCOMMODATION
REQUIRED NOT
LESS THAN
SEVEN (7) DAYS

BEFORE THE BID
OPENING.

Complete Bidding
Documents may be
obtained without
charge and without
deposit from Mr. David
Tolbert, 100 Louisiana
Blvd, Camp Minden,
Minden, Louisiana
(318)382-4204.

A mandatory Pre-Bid
conference and site
visit is scheduled for
10:00 a.m. CST on
Thursday, August 20,
2015 at Building A-100

Rm 120 (Conference
Room), Camp
Minden, Minden,
LA. Attendance
at this conference
is mandatory.
Prospective  bidders

must attend the Pre-

Bid conference in
order to submit a
bid. The Louisiana

Military  Department
point of contact is Mr.
David Tolbert, 100
Louisiana, Blvd, Camp

Minden, Minden,
Louisiana 71055,
(318) 382-4204.
BIDS SHALL
BE ACCEPTED
ONLY FROM
CONTRACTORS
THAT ATTEND THE
ENTIRE PRE-BID
CONFERENCE.
ANY PERSON
REQUIRING
S PECIAL

ACCOMMODATIONS
SHALL NOTIFY
David Tolbert OF THE
TYPE(S) OF
ACCOMMODATION
REQUIRED NOT
LESS THAN FIVE
(5) DAYS BEFORE
THE PRE-BID
CONFERENCE.

All Bids must be
accompanied by
Bid Security equal
to five percent (5%)
of the Base Bid and
Additional Bid Items
(ABI) and must be in
the form of a certified
check, cashiers
check or bid bond.

Bidders planning
on attending the
mandatory  Pre-Bid
Meeting must possess
the following License
Classification:
HIGHWAY, STREET
AND BRIDGE
CONSTRUCTION.

The successful Bidder
will be required to
furnish a Performance
and Payment Bond
written by a company
licensed to do
business in the State
of Louisiana, equal to
100% of the Contract
amount, including
Additional Bid ltems
(ABI), if applicable.

No Bid may be
withdrawn for a period
of thirty (30) days
after receipt of Bids.
Electronic Bid
documents may
be submitted by
Contractors to
the Louisiana
Military  Department
Contracting Office
by submitting their
bid along with
their bid  security
to https://www.
centralauctionhouse.
com/. Electronic bids
must be submitted
so as to be posted
prior to 10:00 a.m.
CST on Wednesday,

September 2,
2015. Hard copies
of Contractor s

electronically
submitted bid packet
must be sent to
Building A-100, Rm
113, Attention David
Tolbert, 100 Louisiana
Blvd, Camp Minden,
Minden, Louisiana
71055, telephone
is 318-382-4204.
Contractors MUST
attend the mandatory
Pre-Bid scheduled for
10:00 a.m. CST on
Thursday, August 20,
2015, at the location
listed above in order to
submit electronic bids.

The Owner reserves
the right to accept
or reject any and all
Bids for just cause.
In accordance
with directives and
guidance  published
by Facility Planning
and  Control, LA
Revised Statutes,
the provisions and
requirements of
those stated in the
advertisement for bids
and those required
on the bid form shall
not be waivered.
The Louisiana
Military  Department
Deputy Director for
Contracting and
Purchasing and the
State Contracting
Officer do not
possess authority to
waive any informality
incidental thereto.
The Owner shall incur
no obligation to the
Contractor until the
Contract between the
Owner and Contractor
is fully executed.

August 5 & 12 & 19, 2015
Minden Press-Herald

PUBLIC NOTICE
Sealed Bids  for
Building Management
Control Installation
will be received
by the Louisiana

Military Department,
Construction
& Facilities
Management  Office
(CFMO), Building
420 F Street, (2nd
floor Conference
Room - Room #253)
Camp  Beauregard,

Pineville, La 71360,
Attention: Captain
(CPT) Jeremy Futrell,
until 10:30 a.m. CST

on Wednesday,
September 23, 2015.
ANY PERSON
REQUIRING
S PECI AL
ACCOMMODATIONS
SHALL NOTIFY
CPT Jeremy
Futrell OF  THE
TYPE(S) OF
ACCOMMODATION
REQUIRED NOT
LESS THAN
SEVEN (7) DAYS

BEFORE THE BID
OPENING.

Complete Bidding
Documents for this
project may be
obtained from the
Construction  Facility
Management  Office
(CFMO) located at
420 F Street Camp
Beauregard, Pineville,
LA. Questions about
obtaining bidding
documents shall
be directed to CPT
Jeremy  Futrell at
420 F Street Camp
Beauregard, Pineville
LA, (318) 290-5385,
(jeremy.a.futrell.
mil@mail.mil)

A mandatory pre-
bid conference
is  scheduled for
1:30 p.m. CST
on Wednesday,
September 2,
2015 at Facilities
Management Office,
Building 420 F
Street, (2nd floor
conference Room-
Room #253) located
at Camp Beauregard
Pineville, Louisiana,
71360.  Attendance
at this conference
is mandatory.
Prospective  bidders
must  attend  the
pre-bid  conference
in order to submit
a bid. The Military
Department and
CFMO point of contact
is CPT Jeremy Futrell,
Email jeremy.a.futrell.
mil@mail.mil  phone
318-290-5385.

BIDS SHALL
BE ACCEPTED
ONLY FROM
CONTRACTORS
THAT ATTEND
THE ENTIRE
MANDATORY PRE-
BID CONFERENCE.
ANY PERSON
REQUIRING
S PECI AL
ACCOMMODATIONS

SHALL NOTIFY CPT
JEREMY FUTRELL
OF THE TYPE(S) OF
ACCOMMODATION
REQUIRED  NOT
LESS THAN FIVE (5)
DAYS BEFORE THE
MANDATORY PRE-
BID CONFERENCE.

All  Bids must be
accompanied by
Bid Security equal
to five (5%) of
the Base Bid and
Additional Bid Items
(ABI) (if applicable)
and must be in the
form of a certified
check, cashier s
check or bid bond.

Bidders planning
on attending the
mandatory  Pre-Bid
Meeting must possess
the following License

Classification:
INSTRUMENTATION
AND CALIBRATION,
and/or ELECTRICAL
WORK, and/

or ELECTRICAL
CONTROLS, and/
or CONTROLS

FOR MECHANICAL
W O R K

The successful Bidder
will be required to
furnish a Performance
and Payment
Bond, written by a
company licensed
to do business in
Louisiana, equal to
100% of the Contract
amount, including
Additional Bid ltems
(ABI) if applicable.

No Bid may be
withdrawn for a period
of thirty (30) days
after receipt of Bids.

Bid
may

Electronic
documents
be  submitted by
Contractors to the
Construction Facilities
Management  Office
by submitting their
bid along with
their  bid  security
to https://www.
centralauctionhouse.
com . Electronic bids
must be submitted
so as to be posted
prior to 10:30 a.m.
CST, Wednesday,
September 23,
2015. Hard copies
of the contractors
electronically
submitted bid packet
must be sent to
Construction Facilities
Management Office,
ATTN: CPT Jeremy
Futrell, 420 F Street,
Camp  Beauregard,
Pineville, LA 71360-
0613, telephone
is 318-290-5385.
Contractors MUST
attend the mandatory
Pre-Bid scheduled
for 1:30 p.m., CST
on Wednesday,
September 2, 2015
at the location listed
above in order to
submit electronic bids.

The Owner reserves
the right to accept
or reject any and all
Bids for just cause.
In accordance
with directives and
guidance published by
Facility Planning and
Control, Louisiana
Revised Statutes,
the provisions and
requirements of
those stated in
the advertisement
for bids and those
required on the bid
form shall not be
waivered. The State
Military  Department
Deputy Director for
Contracting and
Purchasing and the
State Contracting
Officer do not
possess authority to
waive any informality
incidental thereto.
The Owner shall incur
no obligation to the
Contractor until the
Contract between
Owner and Contractor
is fully executed.

August 12 & 19 & 26, 2015
Minden Press-Herald

PUBLIC NOTICE

Public Notice is
hereby given that
the City of Minden s

2015-2016
Proposed Budget
is available for
public  inspection
in the Office of the
Mayor, City Hall,
520 Broadway,
Minden, Louisiana,
during office hours,

- 7:30 am. O 4:00

p.m., Monday
through Friday. A
Public Hearing will
be held at 7:00
p.m. on Tuesday,
September 8,
2015, in the Council
Chambers at City
Hall, 520 Broadway,
Minden, Louisiana;
a Council Meeting
will follow. The
public is hereby
invited to attend
and provide input.

T o m m vy
Davis, Mayor
City of Minden

August 19 & 25, 2015
Minden Press-Herald

Rosa Hicks
Manley And/Or
anyone  knowing
her whereabouts,
Please contact
Richard E. Giriffith,
Attorney at Law,
at 839 Kings
Highway, Suite
200, Shreveport,

Louisiana 71104, or
(318) 222-0337. ©

August 17 & 19, 2015
Minden Press-Herald

Notice of Proposed
Sale of Succession
Property at
Private Sale

Notice is hereby
given that the
following described
property located
at 155 Horseshoe
Loop, Doyline,
LA 71023, is
being proposed
for private sale,
by the Executor,
Donna E. Harris,
in the Succession
of Clyde Joseph
Melancon, Probate
No. 15,529, 26th
Judicial District
Court, Webster
Parish, State
of Louisiana.
Propert.y
Description:
Lot 24, less the
Northeast Half
sold to SANFORD
C. AND SYBIL
STRONG, as per
deed recorded
in Book 288,
Page 208, of
the  Conveyance
Records of Webster
Parish, Louisiana,
of the E.B. SMITH
SUBDIVISION,
located in Lots 4,5
and 8 of Section
19, Township 18
North, Range 9
West, Webster
Parish, Louisiana,
as per map and plat
thereof on file and of
record in Plat Book
3, Page 4, of the
records of the Clerk
of the District Court
and Ex-Officio
Recorder in and
for Webster Parish,
Louisiana, together
with all  buildings
and improvements
thereon.
Any opposition to
the proposed sale
must be filed within
seven days from

SMALL ADS
DO SELL!
GALL AND PLAGE
YOURS TODAY!
37/1-1866
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CLASSIFIEDS

facebook.com/mindenph Ki

NEEDED  Doctors  Offices, Only. CALL 1-800-413-8235 Fresh supplies delivered right Placement. VA Benefits Free Towing, All Paperwork

Attorneys Hospitals & Clinics are hiring Dish Network - Get MORE to your door. Insurance may Eligible! 1-866-362-6497 Taken Care Of. 800-953-9884
SOCIAL SECURITY now! Be JOB READY in a few for LESS! Starting $19.99/ cover all costs. 800-881-3504 DRIVER TRAINEES! Drive for GET THE WORD OUT! Use the
DISABILITY BENEFITS. Unable months at Ayers! Call now month (for 12  months.) Help Wanted Schneider! Local, OTR & Tanker  Louisiana Press Association s
to work? Denied benefits? for details! 1-888-247-4392 PLUS Bundle & SAVE (Fast 25 DRIVER TRAINEES jobs at Schneider National!l Press Release Service to get

We Can Help! WIN or Pay
Nothing! Contact Bill Gordon &
Associates at 1-800-715-6804

PHARMACY TECH TRAINEES
NEEDED!
are hiring techs now! NO

Pharmacies

Internet for $15 more/month.)
CALL 1-800-638-4396
REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL!

Now

NEEDED NOW!
driver for TMC Transportation!
$700 per

Become a

Earn week! No

NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED!
EARN $800+ PER WEEK! Local
CDL Training! 1-888-379-3550.

We can send
to 346 media
outlets, both print and broadcast

your news out.

your release

to start your application today! ~EXPERIENCE NEEDED! Ayers Get a whole-home Satelite  CDL? No Problem! Training Miscellaneous (or choose 115 newspapers

Auctlon can get you job ready! Day & system installed at NO COST is available! 1-888-300-8841 A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR or 231 broadcasters) in
DIVCON, LLC Bankruptcy Evening classes! 1-888-247- and programming under $1 a 25 TRUCK DRIVER TRAINEES FOR BREAST CANCER! Help the State of Louisiana for
Auction. Commercial diving 9245 Ayers.edu/disclosures  day. FREE HD/DVR Upgrades. NEEDED! Become a driver United Breast Foundation one low price. Call Mike at
equip., trucks, trailers, cranes, TRAIN AT HOME TO PROCESS CALL NOW  877-381-8008 for Stevens Transport! Earn education, prevention, & support LPA for info. 225-344-9309.

welding equip., office furniture,

MEDICAL Biling & Insurance

Switch & Save Event from

$800 Per Week! NO CDL?

programs. FAST FREE PICKUP

Meet singles right now! No paid

and real estate. For photos, Claims! Online training at DirecTV! Packages starting NO PROBLEM! Train here in - 24 HR RESPONSE - TAX operators, just real people like
details, lists, etc., click on www. Ayers can get you ready at $19.99/mo. Free 3-Months Shreveport! 1-888-778-0464 DEDUCTION -844-726-8552  you.Browse greetings, exchange
lawlerauction.com. Auction HS Diploma/GED & Internet of HBO, starz, SHOWTIME & Bindery/Inserting  (Fulfillment) BLANKET LOUISIANA  messages and connect live. Try
is Fri., July 31 at 10am, 8102 required 1-888-778-0456 CINEMAX FREE GENIE HD/ Supervisor needed for Signature Reach 2 million readers. it free. Call now: 800-406-1442

Hwy. 182 E., Morgan City, LA.
Danny Lawler, Auctioneer, La.

Financial

Reduce Your Past Tax Bill by as

DVR Upgrade! 2015 NFL Sunday

Ticket Included with Select

Offset
High school diploma or GED,

Mississippi  location.

With the Louisiana Statewide

miniClassified

Advertising

The 2015 LPA Directory is

Available Now. Order vyours

Lic. # 1201. (318) 929-7003. muchas 75 Percent. Stop Levies, Packages. New Customers 2 years experience in the Network you can place your Today - THE source for info on
Education Liens and Wage Garnishments.  Only Some exclusions apply - printing industry with specific 15 word (maximum) classified Louisianas newspapers as well
AIRLINE MECHANIC Call The Tax DR Now to see if Call for details 1-800-413-8235 knowledge of commercial ad over 100 Louisiana  as broadcast media in the state.
CAREERS Get trained as an you Qualify 1-800-916-6934 Health printing and bindery operations.  newspapers all across Louisiana Names, addresses, phone and
FFA certified Aviation Mechanic.  Sell your structured settlement Canada Drug Center is  Paid vacation, holidays, flexible for only $125. For more info fax numbers, demographics
Financial Aid for qualified or annuity payments for CASH your choice for safe and work schedule, Comprehensive call 800-701-8753 ext.106. - its all here. Call the LPA
students. Job placement NOW. You dont have to wait affordable medications. Our Health/Welfare package to DIVORCE WITH OR WITHOUT at 225-344-9309 to order.
assistance. Cell Aviation Institute ~ for your future payments any licensed Canadian mail  include medical, dental, vision, children $125.00 Includes YOUR AD HERE! Place your
Maintenance 877-902-6315 longer! Call 1-800-402-5744 order pharmacy will provide flex spending, and 401k name change and property classified ad in over 100
HVAC TRAINING PROGRAM FOI‘ Sale you with savings of up to 75 matching contributions. Contact settlement agreement. SAVE Louisiana newspapers, with
Learn to repair, install & DIRECTV Starting at $19.99/ percent on all your medication belindah@signatureoffset.com hundreds. Fast and easy. a total circulation of more
service HVAC Systems at mo. FREE Installaton. FREE needs. Call today 1-800-315- CAN YOU DIG IT? Heavy Call 1-888-733-7165, 24/7 than 1 million for only $265.
Ayers! NO EXPERIENCE 3 months of HBO SHOWTIME 6241 for $10.00 off your first Equipment Operator Career! DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK We also offer out of state
NEEDED! Job  Placement CINEMAX starz. FREE HD/ prescription and free shipping. Receive Hands On Training, OR BOAT TO HERITAGE placement. For information call
when completed! 1-888-246- DVR Upgrade! 2015 NFL CPAP/BIPAP supplies at  National Certifications Operating FOR THE BLIND. Free 3 Day Mike at The Louisiana Press
7451 Ayers.edu/disclosures  Sunday Ticket Included (Select little or no cost from Allied Bulldozers, Backhoes, &  Vacation, Tax Deductible,  Association 225-344-9309.
MEDICAL ASSISTANTS Packages) New Customers Medical Supply Network!  Excavators. Lifetime
NCRYPTOQUIP_
HV X ZXQHUHIXN IJPBWC
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IT PAYS

A man wakes up after sleeping under
an ADVERTISED blanket on an

OHQ, QOXQ PHAOQ RB X ZNXT

HK QOB VXUIB.

Yesterday's Cryptoquip: WHENEVER A DENTIST
FILLS A TOOTH, DO YOU SUPPOSE HE WILL
HAVE TO FIND THE CENTER OF CAVITY?

Today’s Cryptoguip Clue: Q equals T

CROSSWORD—

g ACROSS 27 Regret 2 Swerve 15 Potent
1 Star 28 Gaggle 3 Knot stick
ADVERTISED mattress, shaves with [Seniriu i
= for short 30 “Skip human horas
4 Banned to My consump- 20 Payable
an ADVERTISED razor, brushes his [l ealo
spray 331996 4 Evade eater's
z 7 No Ewan 5 Writes noise
tE 'E' th w | th A ﬂ VER T.,SED stay-at- McGregor a "Dear 22 West
home movie John” Indian
I 8 Alicia 36 Word letter fetishes
t 'l]' D t h p a 5 t E ) w a 5. h E 5 w | t h Flarrick’s group 6 Small 23 Average
work- 37 Goose combo 24 100
A ﬂ VER T’E ED' t place egq 7 Fence centavos,
10 Cole 38 Twine opening in
su ap ’ p u 5 ﬂ n Porters fiber 8 Shrewd Guate-
A D VEH TJSED I h d - k “Gay” Clty 39 Initial 9 Miscel- mala
11 Like stake lanecus 25 lllustra-
c ﬂt ES* rln 5 a cup a lot 40 Timid data tions
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