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Leroy Hamilton, left, assistant principal of North Webster Junior High School,
accepts a plaque of appreciation from Rodney Taylor. Hamilton was chosen as the
November employee of the month for the Webster Parish School Board. Michelle
Bates/Press-Herald

WEBSTER PARISH SCHOOL BOARD

MICHELLE BATES
michelle@press-herald.com

A discussion about allow-
ing Webster Parish School
employees use their employ-

ee badges to gain entrance
into sporting events raised
several issues.

Board member Jerri “JJ”
O’Neal asked the board to
adopt a policy on employee
entrance using their identifi-
cation badges.

The board never made a
formal motion to draft a pol-
icy, but member Jerry Lott
asked the principals associa-
tion to look into it and come
back with the results of their
discussion.

Principals’ association

president Jeff Franklin says
the issue has already been
d i s c u s s e d .
The decision
was made to
allow each
principal to
take care of
his or her
own staff.

With all
due respect to
the board,
Franklin says, they don’t
engage in this practice
because the schools’ athletic

programs do not receive
funding from the school
board.

“Our other neighboring
parishes send their athletic
programs money from the
school board in the form of
stipends or supplies,”
Franklin said. “They get an
athletic budget from the
school board. Webster Parish
gives us nothing; everything
that we get comes through
our gates or it’s done through
fundraisers.”

O’Neal says it would just

be a nice gesture and would
help raise morale.

“I received just a couple of
phone calls about six weeks
ago, not from a high school
teacher or a junior high
teacher,” O’Neal said. “It’s
from an elementary teacher
and support staff. We know
that the price of everything is
increasing. Even the price of
admission to games has
increased slightly over the
past seven years, and just
because that staff member is

Leroy Hamilton named
employee of the month

MICHELLE BATES
michelle@press-herald.com

The assistant principal of
North Webster Junior High
School has been chosen as
the employee of the month
for the Webster Parish
School Board.

Rodney Taylor, of Taylor
& Sons, presented Leroy
Hamilton a plaque of appre-
ciation and a goodie bag with
a gift card and other items for
his hard work for Webster
Parish schools.

Taylor read a letter of
nomination, which states
Hamilton closely monitors
students, ensuring every one
is achieving full potential.

“Mr. Hamilton requires
teachers to contact a mini-
mum of five parents per week
with positive news,” he said.
“He checks the conduct of
each class, which improves
behavior drastically. He
works late, often staying
until all the students or all
activities have been complet-
ed.”

Hamilton is described as a

gentleman, opening doors
for the ladies and carrying
heavy items. 

“He is a great leader to
our kids,” Taylor concluded. 

Each month, Taylor pres-
ents an employee with a
plaque of appreciation for
the hard work they do for the
children of Webster Parish.

Last month, the employee
of the month was Tonya Har-
ris, a third grade teacher at
Brown Upper Elementary
School.

MICHELLE BATES
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A man convicted in
March of drug charges has
pleaded guilty to additional
charges with others passed
until Janu-
ary.

Voltaire
Sullivan was
in court
Monday in
front of
26th judi-
cial district
judge Mike
N e r r e n
where he entered a plea of
guilty on charges of posses-
sion with intent to distrib-
ute Schedule II CDS and
convicted felon possessing a
firearm or carrying a con-
cealed weapon.

Charges of possession
with intent to distribute
Schedule I CDS, illegal pos-
session of stolen firearms,
possession of a firearm
while in possession of a CDS
and attempted simple
escape were dismissed.

Additional charges of
possession with intent to
distribute a counterfeit
Schedule I CDS and intro-
ducing contraband into or
upon the grounds of any
state correctional institu-
tion were passed until Jan.
11, 2016.

He was convicted on
three counts of distribution
of Schedule II CDS crack
cocaine and one count of
distribution of ecstasy, offi-
cials say, in March. He was
sentenced to 35 years on
those charges.

COURT WATCH

Sullivan pleads
to drug charges

SULLIVAN

MICHELLE BATES
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Sentencing for a man
convicted of armed robbery
with the use of a firearm has
been moved.

Court minutes show
Judge Jeff Thompson, of
the 26th judicial district,
reset sentencing for Bernell
Lewis, in light of a pre-sen-
tence investigation, to Jan.
11, 2016.

Lewis entered a plea of
guilty to an amended charge
of attempted armed robbery
in July in exchange for his
testimony against his
cousin, Mattavious
Wortham.

Wortham was sentenced
in August to 38 years in
prison for trying to rob a
Cullen store and attempting
to kill the store owner.

Lewis was originally
charged with attempted

first-degree murder and
armed robbery with the use
of a firearm.

The attempted murder
charge was dismissed.

Assistant District Attor-
ney Hugo Holland said in
July there was no evidence
he tried to commit murder.

Cullen police reported
two suspects
entered a
b u s i n e s s
and went
around a
counter to
the area
where a safe
was located,
Spr ingh i l l
Police Chief
Will Lynd said at the time of
Lewis’ arrest.

Lynd, at the time of
arrest, said a shot was fired
at the owner, who was not
injured.

The incident occurred in
October 2014.

LEWIS

COURT WATCH

Sentencing for
convicted armed
robber moved
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Board discusses teacher gate fee

   SeeFEE, Page 2

Principals’
association says
decision left to

each school

FRANKLIN
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The parent of a cheer-
leader prompted a deeper
discussion into feeding the
auxiliary students at away
football games.

Jason Wesson, whose
daughter is a cheerleader at
North Webster High School,
says a policy letter was sent
out with students to parents
at NWHS on how the school
will feed its auxiliary stu-
dents on away games.

“If we can take a football
team and feed them when
they go off, why can’t we feed
all the other kids?” he asked
board members. “Is the foot-
ball team more important
than your auxiliary just
because you’re in band, a
cheerleader, dance line or
whatever?”

He says it really became
an issue with him last foot-
ball season when his daugh-
ter went to Delhi to which
NWHS brought a huge
crowd.

“By half time, the conces-
sion stands were totally
wiped out,” he said. “They
closed it down. For your aux-
iliary, during the third quar-
ter, that’s when they are able
to get out of their seats and
go to the concession stand.
They get there, and guess
what? There’s nothing for the
kids to eat. So, they load
them back on the bus and
send them home.”

NWHS principal Jeff
Franklin didn’t go into any
great detail about what took
place on that trip, other than
to say the school promised
NWHS a number of things
that didn’t come to pass.

“I will admit that we had a
little problem in Delhi last
year,” he said. “I think all the
principals try to do the same
thing on this, and the kids
generally take stuff with
them to eat, and a lot of
times, that’s the (most fun)
part of the trip – them being
able to pack their lunch and
take their lunch with them.”

However, he says if they
do take a long trip and they
aren’t able to eat, they do
provide food for them. 

Part of the issue is other
expenses as well, Franklin
said. With expenses for fuel
and paying the bus drivers,
about $14,000 was spent to
cover those expenses last
year, he added.

The football players are
fed from funds from the
quarterback club. The band
also has a booster club in
which they have fundraisers

to raise money for equipment
and supplies they need, but
they do not provide food on
the trips.

However, not all of the
extracurricular athletics, like
cheerleading, dance line, etc.
have nonprofit booster clubs
to raise funds. They have to
do independent fundraisers.

Board member Jerry Lott
suggested the principal’s
association meet to discuss
the issue.

“If it’s a problem at North
Webster, Minden would have
the same situation,” Lott
said. “Lakeside and Doyline
would have the same situa-
tion.”

Board member Frankie
Mitchell says when she was
in high school, she was a
band member, and someone
always made sure they were
fed and feels they need to
look into it.

“Our cafeteria people
made us some sandwiches,”
she said. “Sometimes it was
just cheese and bread, but it
was the love they had more
than anything else.”

Wesson says he under-
stands there’s nothing the
school board can do, but he
feels the more people know
about it, the sooner a solu-
tion can be found.

The principal’s associa-
tion is expected to come back
with a summary of their dis-
cussion by the end of the
school year, Franklin, presi-
dent of the principals associ-
ation, said.

not at that high school, they
did educate those kids.”

She says it is difficult for
some employees to make the
cost of the games.

“They’re not asking for
their spouses, just to use
their employee badge to get
in,” she said. “You’re going to
get that money back. People
are going to use the conces-
sion stands, they’re probably
going to bring their spouse,
you’ll increase employee
morale and you’re going to
bring unity starting from ele-
mentary on up.”

Minden High School prin-
cipal Robin Tucker says she
agrees with O’Neal that it
would go a long ways toward
morale, “however, I have
been principal at Minden
High when we were 14 and 1,
and there was a lot of money
in the bank to take care of
helmets and equipment and
all the things our students
needed for athletics.

“But I’ve also been princi-
pal at Minden High when we
were 1 and 9,” she continued.
“We could hardly pay the
bills. We already have to
acknowledge LHSAA cards
and those people that get in
free. There are a lot of retired
administrators, principals
who have their lifetime free

to get into any event. We
already recognize our senior
citizens, which I think is a
wonderful thing for our com-
munity.”

She says it’s not that they
don’t want to extend the
same courtesy to school
employees, it comes down to
the numbers and the money. 

“I’m just here to tell you
that when you’re 1 and 9 and
you still have to have those
helmets reconditioned for
the next year, our football
team is out there knocking
on doors raising money,” she
said. “Those years are going
to come. You’re not going to
have every year where you
are sitting on a successful
football season.”

SECONDFRONT
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NWHS student meals at away
games called into question

Parent speaks
to school board
over concerns
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The Minden Lodge #51 is
having its St. Jude Scramble
for a Cure golf tourney at 8
a.m., Saturday, Nov. 7.

The 2-man scramble will
take place at Pine Hills
Country Club and will cost
$150 per team. Included in
the entry fee is a lunch
catered by Hugh Wood and
a chance to win a shotgun
donated by Minden Pawn &
Gun. 

All proceeds will be
donated to St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospital.

An additional tee time of
1 p.m. will be added
depending on the number
of entries, organizers said.

For more information or
registration, contact Ryan
at 318-918-8627.

Sponsors for the tourna-
ment include Gibsland
Bank & Trust, Dr. Zach
Goodman of Elm Street
Dental, J. Haws & Associ-
ates Inc. and Dr. Wilson of
Minden Orthopedic. Other
prize sponsors include
Global Pressure Solutions,
Trails End Golf Course in
Arcadia and Adam and Kelli
Harris of Spring Theatre in
Springhill.

FUNDRAISER

Golf tourney to raise
money for St. Jude

NEW ORLEANS — A
New Orleans grocery store
has been ordered to pay
$403,000 in overtime back
wages to employees.

The U.S. Department of
Labor says the ruling went
against the owners of the
Ideal Discount Market, a
grocery store specializing in
Hispanic foods. Officials
said the ruling was handed
down Tuesday by the feder-
al court in New Orleans.

The Labor Department

alleged the Ideal Discount
Market failed to pay over-
time as required by the Fair
Labor Standards Act to 56
workers, including cooks,
butchers, cashiers and
stockers.

The Labor Department
also accused the grocery
store of failing to keep accu-
rate records of employees'
hours and pay. It said some
employees worked entirely
"off the books."

AROUND THE STATE

New Orleans grocery
store ordered to pay

back wages

Thanks for reading!
Call 318-377-1866 to subscribe!
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Charles William Brunner
Our beloved uncle Bill was born June 10,

1934 went to be with the Lord on Oct. 18, 2015.
He is preceded in death by his mother Nel-

lie McGraw and father Jess H. Brunner.
He was a very special man that gave of him-

self to everyone. He was a good husband and
father to his family. When we were children,
he took up so much time with us when we were
around him and took us on so many exploring
trips and taught us a lot of good values. He had
so many friends everywhere he lived and was a
caregiver for a lot of elderly people.

He served his country in the Navy – USS Estes/AGC 12 –
Korea – Tachen Island – Vietnam. He was a member of VFW
and American Legion. He served all with honor.

He was married to Nancy Elaine Ellis for 34 years. They

had a daughter, Sharon Brunner, and son, Michael Brunner of
Washington.

He was loved by everyone. He is survived by his wife, son,
daughter, sisters Delores Sullivan and Darlene and a ton of
nieces and nephews of Louisiana, Colorado and Illinois.

A memorial service will be at the family’s home at 2 p.m,
Sunday, Nov. 1.

Elton L. Smith Sr.
Elton L. Smith Sr., son of Lula Duncan Smith and Lutellis

Smith (Melissa) died in a car accident  Sun-
day, Nov. 1, 2015 in Natchitoches.

Elton grew up in Webster Parish and grad-
uated from Doyline High School.  A public
viewing will be Friday, Nov. 6, 2015 from 5
p.m. until 7 at Growing Vally Baptist Church
and the funeral is Saturday, Nov. 7, 2015 at the
Benjamin Johnson Memorial Auditorium in
Natchitoches. All donations should be made to
the Elton Smith Children’s Scholarship Fund
at First Federal Natchitoches.

BRUNNER

SMITH

WE FIX
ANDROIDS

(the phones)

JUANITA AGAN
Special to the Press-Herald

Not often do you find one
so talented in both oil paint-
ing and pastels in statues, in
murals, in making sets and
decorations for plays, in
metal sculpture, and all
kinds of mobiles. It is such a
man that our Cameo will dis-
cuss today. You probably
have seen and admired the
figure of a baseball player in
front of the Coca Cola Bot-
tling Company. This was cre-
ated as a trib-
ute to the late
Mr. and Mrs.
L a r r y
Hunter. Our
Cameo per-
sonality is the
creator of
that statue

He was
c o m m i s -
sioned by Morris Sims to
design a memorial piece in
memory of his wife, Juanita.
It is at the First United
Methodist Church. It is
called "The Angel of Hope." .

When he told me that he
was born in Ferriday, La., he
reminded me that Ferriday
was either famous or infa-
mous for the cousins Jimmy
Swaggart/Mickey Gilley/
Jerry Lee Lewis. Each of
these men were gifted musi-
cians in their area of service.
Our Cameo personality is
equally gifted as either an
organist or a pianist, as well
as all the other talents that he
possesses.

Beginnings
Mr. Larry Milford was

born to Mr. and Mrs. W. G.
Milford. The Milfords lived

in McIntyre in a house that
was built in about 1953. 

Larry's father is dead, but
his 84 year old mother still
lives in this house. Larry
indicated at an early age that
he was interested in art. His
mother can vouch for that
because when he was about
six he scratched a figure in
the finish of her desk. His
parents provided music les-
sons from a Mrs. Claire who
lived in Princeton and drove
to McIntyre to give Larry and
a little girl lessons. It was
hard for Larry to practice
since his family did not have
a piano. After a while, Mrs.
W. J. Cox wanted to take les-
sons from this lady and Larry
went to the Cox home for his
lessons and practiced on the
Cox piano. 

Later he took piano les-
sons from Mrs. C. O. Nelson
of Junction City, Ark. and in
the last years of his instruc-
tion he was a student of Mrs.
B. R. Rankin there in McIn-
tyre.

After graduation from
high school Larry enrolled at
La. Tech. He was undecided
about his major. He finally
settled on Art and received
his degree in 1964, but he
continued for another year in
Art Education. 

He learned the principles
of many types of art while
there at Tech.

Family Ties
In 1964, he was married

to Miss Barbara Johns of
McIntyre. In 1966 they
became the parents of a son,
Lawrence, and then in 1970
they became the parents of a
daughter, Liesl. Lawrence
and his wife are the parents

of Larry's only grandchild, a
grandson, Lance who is 7.

Larry and his wife lived in
Shreveport for almost 31
years while Larry worked for
American Machine and
Foundry, an internationally
known company. Later it
became known as Beaird
Industries. While they lived
in Shreveport they were
members of Broadmoor Bap-
tist Church. He has done
major productions for
Broadmoor Baptist Church,
and is currently working on
an Easter production for
Summer Grove Baptist
Church. He not only designs
sets but he also designs and
makes the costumes. He
designed and built a fountain
behind Barnwell Center that
was commissioned by Mrs.
Shehee in memory of her
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Kil-
patrick. He designed and
made two three foot tall
Eagle heads and a tropical
rain forest of metal for a
prominent Shreveport family

Coming Home
Larry and his wife

returned to McIntyre about
five years ago. He is pianist
for Antioch Baptist church,
serves as a Deacon and
teaches a Sunday School
Class. 

Recently he designed and
painted a baptistry picture
for the First Baptist Church
of Sibley. Larry said that it is
a picture of a sunset over the
Jordan River. Jesus is there
with his arms outstretched,
and over his head a dove
flies. He painted the picture
so that it is almost three
dimensional. It seems like
Jesus' arms extend out from

the picture, and the dove
seems to be partially out of
the picture into the room.

Larry is a talented writer
with over 100 poems that he
has written along with 50
songs. He is allowing me to
use one of his poems on
angels to accompany this
Cameo. Currently Larry
teaches Oil Painting at Wade
Correctional Institute on
Thursday night each week.
He is teaching a Clay class at
The Neighborhood. And he is
designing a mural that will
be 20 feet by 15 feet of the
Homer Oil Field. This mural
is for the Ford Museum in
Homer. He is on the Board of
Cultural Crossroads and the
Shadows Museum. Several
other projects are still in the
planning stages.

Always Learning
Whether it is paintings,

mobiles, statues, murals or
any other art form you will
find that Larry Milford has
done that and is still working
on others In addition he is a
licensed floral designer. He
said he loved to learn, and is
constantly broadening his
abilities. 

He once watched a lady
crochet. He asked that she
teach him. She thought he
was joking, but she said that
he was left-handed and it
might be impossible for her
to teach him. She showed
him the steps to crochet, and
by morning he had finished a
crochet piece to her amaze-
ment. He said he did not plan
to enter of career of crochet-
ing, but he wanted to know
how to crochet. Most of the
things he has made are sim-
ply self-taught. God gave him

an extraordinary ability to
make beautiful things and he
has used his abilities for
God's glory – either in paint-
ing sets for church plays or
playing for worship services,
he is dedicated to do his best.

We are blessed to have
this talented artist in our
area, and we are blessed by
the beautiful poems that he
has written, the songs he has
composed, the paintings, the
sculptures, and the many
things of beauty that he has
created. When I told him of
my fascination with angels,
he shared a beautiful poem.
entitled "Angels". I'd like to
share the poem with you,
since it has meant a lot to me.
I know that you have met an
Angel like the one he
describes, haven't you? I
have.

Angels
All my life I've heard of

these,
Angels, as they are called
I've seen them painted,

hung on trees,
Displayed on church

house walls.
I never thought I'd ever

meet
One face to face one day,
But God finally let me,

friend,
The day you came my

way.
During times of pain,

there you were,
During times of joy again
During times that meant

so much to me
You became an Angel,

friend.
A listening ear, a loving

heart,
Reveals your halo bright
You are so loved, if you

don't know
Though I see no wings of

white
A smiling face, a tender

touch,
Just knowing that you're

near
You don't have to do or

say
To show how much you

care.
During times of pain,

There you were,
During times of joy, again,
During times that meant

so much to me
You became an Angel,

friend
The kindest thought, that

golden deed,
God uses you that way,
The Lord magnifies His

love in you,
He blessed again today.
Time will come, maybe

soon,
When Christ will come

again,
We can kneel and thank

Him for
Our every Angel, friend.
For during times of pain,

there you were,
During time of joy, again,
During times that meant

the most to me
You became an Angel

then.
Juanita Agan submitted

a weekly column to the
Press-Herald for more than
15 years until her death in
2008. She was a resident of
Minden since 1935. The
Press-Herald is republishing
select articles from Mrs.
Agan’s Cameos column
every Wednesday.

Larry Milford: An artist of many forms

AGAN



Voter ID laws have been chal-
lenged because liberal Democrats
deem them racist. I guess that’s
because they see blacks as being inca-
pable of acquiring some kind of gov-
ernment-issued identification. Inter-
esting enough is the fact that I’ve
never heard of a challenge to other ID
requirements as racist, such as those:
to board a plane, open a charge
account, have lab work done or cash a
welfare check. Since liberal Democ-
rats only challenge legal procedures to
promote ballot-box integrity, the con-
clusion one reaches is that they are for
vote fraud prevalent in many Democ-
rat-controlled cities.

There is another area where the
attack on ballot-box integrity goes
completely unappreciated. We can
examine this attack by looking at the
laws governing census taking. As
required by law, the U.S. Census
Bureau is supposed to count all per-
sons in the U.S. Those to be counted
include citizens, legal immigrants and
non-citizen long-term visitors. The
law also requires that illegal immi-
grants be a part of the decennial cen-
sus. The estimated number of illegal
immigrants ranges widely from 12
million to 30 million. Official esti-
mates put the
actual number
closer to 12 mil-
lion.

Both citizens
and non-citizens
are included in the
census and thus
affect apportion-
ment counts.
Counting illegals
in the census
undermines one
of the fundamen-
tal principles of
representative democracy – namely,
that every citizen-voter has an equal
voice. Through the decennial census-
based process of apportionment,
states with large numbers of illegal
immigrants, such as California and
Texas, unconstitutionally gain addi-
tional members in the U.S. House of
Representatives thereby robbing the
citizen-voters in other states of their
rightful representation.

Hans von Spakovsky, a Heritage
Foundation scholar and former mem-
ber of the Federal Election Commis-
sion, has written an article, “How
Noncitizens Can Swing Elections:
Without Even Voting Illegally.” He
points to the fact that 12 million illegal
aliens, plus other aliens who are here
legally but are not citizens and have
no right to vote, distort representation
in the House. Spakovsky cites studies
by Leonard Steinhorn of American
University, scholars at Texas A&M
University and the Center for Immi-
gration Studies. Steinhorn’s study lists
10 states that are each short one con-
gressional seat that they would have
had if apportionment were based on
U.S. citizen population: Indiana, Iowa,
Louisiana, Michigan, Missouri, Mon-
tana, North Carolina, Ohio, Oklahoma
and Pennsylvania.

On the other hand, states with
large numbers of illegal aliens and
other non-citizens have congressional
seats they would not have had. They
are: California (five seats), Florida
(one seat), New York (one seat), Texas
(two seats) and Washington state (one
seat). Moreover, the inflated popula-
tion count resulting from the inclu-
sion of illegal immigrants and other
non-citizens increases the number of
votes some states get in the Electoral
College system, affecting the actual
process of electing the president of
the United States.

There is a strong argument for
counting non-citizens, whether they
are here legally or illegally. An accu-
rate population count is important for
a number of public policy reasons as
well as national security — we should
know who is in our country. But as
professor Mark Rozell, acting dean of
the School of Policy, Government, and
International Affairs at George Mason
University, and Paul Goldman, a
weekly columnist for the Washington
Post, say in their Politico article, there
is no “persuasive reason to allow the
presence of illegal immigrants, unlaw-
fully in the country, or noncitizens
generally, to play such a crucial role in
picking a president.”

Hans von Spakovsky concludes his
article saying, “It is a felony under fed-
eral law for a noncitizen to vote in our
elections because voting is a right
given only to American citizens. It is a
precious right that must be earned by
becoming a citizen. Giving aliens, par-
ticularly those whose first act was to
break our laws to illegally enter the
country, political power in Congress
and allowing them to help choose our
president strike at the very heart of
our republic and what it means to be
an American.”
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The long-running back pay
dispute between the city of
New Orleans and its firefight-
ers seemed hopelessly dead-
locked in early September.
Civil District Court Judge Kern
Reese found Mayor Mitch
Landrieu in contempt of court
Sept. 4 and threatened him
with house arrest if he didn't
come up with an acceptable
payment plan.

Not only did the mayor get
out of having to spend week-
ends confined to his house,
his administration worked out
a settlement with union lead-
ers this month. That is a sig-
nificant achievement.

The Business Council of
New Orleans and the River
Region, which paid for much
of the mediation and took
part in negotiations, deserves
a great deal of credit. "I think
this is a fair deal for the fire-
fighters. It addresses the long-
term health of their pension
fund and allows the city to
meet its obligations," Busi-
ness Council chairman Paul
Flower said.

This fight had gone on for
decades, first over leave pay in
the 1980s and then the city's
refusal to pay state-mandated
2 percent "longevity" raises to
veteran firefighters. Courts
ultimately found that the city
owed back pay from 1990 to
2006, when the Nagin admin-
istration implemented the

raises going forward.
Mayor Landrieu inherited

the debt when he took office
in 2010. Last year the city
agreed to pay more than 1,100
firefighters or their heirs $75
million. Not much of that had
been paid when Judge Reese
issued his contempt ruling.

Then Oct. 15, the day of the
mayor's budget presentation
to the City Council, a deal was
struck.

Firefighters will now get
the $75 million the adminis-
tration promised. The city will
give them $15 million from
the general fund next year
and pay off the rest in $5 mil-
lion annual installments. The
city also will put money into
the firefighters' troubled pen-
sion plan to ensure that it
doesn't go under.

In return, Mayor Landrieu
got some pension reforms
that he badly wanted.

Future firefighters will
accrue retirement credits at a
slower rate, which means they
won't be able to retire at full
salary until they have put in
40 years. Under current rules,
they only need 36 years to
reach that level. That will save
the city a sizable amount of
money over time.

In addition, a new rule will
prevent the pension board
from approving cost of living
increases unless the pension
system is essentially fully

funded. The previous board
gave out those increases even
though the system was in
poor financial shape.

The pension changes will
save taxpayers an estimated
$275 million over the next 30
years, Mayor Landrieu said.

Neither side got exactly
what they wanted. The mayor
wanted to reduce the pension
calculation formula for cur-
rent firefighters, but that did-
n't happen. On their side, fire-
fighters didn't want to change
the accrual rate at all.

The union had argued that
the pension had nothing to do
with the back pay issue. That
was true, but it was smart of
Mayor Landrieu to push for
those changes.

The city has been spending
more of its general fund to
meet firefighter pension obli-
gations every year than it does
on Fire Department opera-
tions. That couldn't continue.

The Legislature approved
reforms in 2013 that should
help make the pension system
more stable in the future, but
those changes didn't go far
enough. These additional
reforms should strengthen the
pension for the long-term,
which is important for fire-
fighters and taxpayers.

And, after too many years
of waiting, firefighters and
their families will finally get
the money they are owed.

The Times-Picayune
on pay for New

Orleans firefighters

WALTER
WILLIAMS

Raising legal age to 21 is the
best way for KC area cities to com-
bat teen smoking.

The best way to reduce tobacco
use is to target teenagers so they
don't start smoking and become
addicted as adults. That's the aim
of a new civic smoking-cessation
initiative, Tobacco 21KC.

The worthy project, announced
Thursday, aims to get area cities to
raise the minimum legal age for
tobacco product purchases from
18 to 21. It already has the support
of more than 100 businesses,
health care organizations, chil-
dren's advocacy groups, educators
and community groups.

That's not surprising. The pro-
moting organization, Healthy KC,
is a partnership of the Greater
Kansas City Chamber of Com-
merce and Blue Cross and Blue
Shield of Kansas City working to
improve the health and well-being
of area residents. Its four pillars are
nutrition, physical activity,
work/life integration and tobacco
cessation.

Raising the legal age to 21 for
tobacco purchases, including e-
cigarettes, actually attacks smoking
among 14- to 15-year-olds,
because the younger teens mostly
depend on their older friends to
buy cigarettes for them. One study,
by the Institute of Medicine on
behalf of the Food and Drug
Administration, predicts that rais-
ing the age limit would lead to
fewer long-term smokers and
reduce overall smoking rates by
about 12 percent.

A drop like that and an expected
25 percent decline in youth smok-
ing initiation would be good for
the health of Kansas Citians. Right
now 23.1 percent of Missouri's
high school students and 24.1 per-
cent of students in Kansas high
schools are tobacco users com-
pared with 22.4 percent nation-
wide. About 90 percent of adult
smokers start before age 18.

Tobacco 21 was started in 1996
as a national effort. Needham,
Mass., became the first city to act,
in 2005, and has reported that teen
smoking declined 46 percent
between 2006 and 2010. Hawaii,
New York City and more than 90
other cities in the U.S. have passed
Tobacco 21 measures.

"We're excited about it," Jim
Heeter, president and chief execu-
tive with the Greater Kansas City
Chamber of Commerce, told the
editorial board of The Star. "We feel
it will have an enormous impact."

Raising the age for tobacco pur-
chases is supported by 75 percent
of adults in the United States and
even 70 percent of smokers. Smok-
ers are at a greater risk of stroke,
heart disease and cancer. Smoking
causes more than 480,000 deaths
annually in the U.S. Most people
who smoke say they wish someone
had prevented them from starting
when they were young.

Officials in several area cities
have expressed an interest in pass-
ing Tobacco21KC ordinances. Once
the first goes on the books, cham-
ber officials said, other cities would
follow. The initiative would dove-
tail with smoking bans approved in
recent years by area cities and the
state of Kansas, which have created
healthier workplaces for employ-
ees and customers of restaurants,
bars and other companies.

If what has occurred elsewhere
happens in the Kansas City area,
Tobacco 21KC is expected to
decrease annual tobacco sales only
by 2 percent but result in millions
of dollars saved in health care
expenses from people not smok-
ing.

The initiative is the right thing
to do to ensure Kansas City area
residents live longer, healthier
lives.

EDITORIAL ROUND UP

PERSPECTIVE

Destroying
your vote

EDITORIAL
ROUND UP

The
Kansas

City Star
on teen
smoking

Share your thoughts.
Email Letters to the Editor to bruce@press-herald.com.
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MAR-C Industries is raffling off a 
65-quart Yeti cooler to help raise funds
for a down payment to purchase a van
to help with transporting their workers. 

The drawing is Nov. 10 
and tickets are $10. 

Call 377-4774 to purchase tickets. 
You do not have to 
be present to win.

WILSON

Nov. 6

The MHS Baseball Booster Club will be
selling fish plate with coleslaw and french
fries for $8 from 4 until 6 p.m. Plates can be
picked up at the MHS parking lot on the
east side of Richardson Street. If raining,
plates can be picked up at the show barn at
the fairgrounds.

Nov. 7

Central Community Association's prayer
breakfast to honor veterans will be at 9:30
a.m. at the Central Community Center. Vet-
erans with ID eat free, cost to the public is
$8 per adult/ $5 per child (ages 10 and
below). To register to attend call by Oct. 29.
For more information on registering contact
Shelia Hunter (318-518-4790), Kim Doyle
(318-707-1102) or Jeanette Williams (318-
820-3488).

Nov. 8

A Veteran’s Day Program at New Light Mis-
sionary Baptist Church will start at 3 p.m
with guest speaker Pastor James Bonner.

Webster Memorial C.M.E. Church’s annual
“Family and Friends Day” celebration will be
at 2 p.m. Guest speaker will be the Rev.
Victor Carter.

Agape New Beginning Ministry’s tenth
anniversary will begin at 8 a.m. with guest
speaker Elder Jerry Davis.

Pleasant Valley Bapist Church’s “Parade of
States” and annual men’s day will be at
2:30 p.m. with Valley Spring Missionanary
Baptist Church’s male chorus as special
guest.

Greater St. Paul Baptist Church will have its
annual Youth Day program at 9:30 a.m

Around Town

Wilson to speak at
Lion’s Club Meeting

WE BUY
PHONES

GET TOP DOLLAR FOR
YOUR PHONES TODAY
BUY - SELL - TRADE

Xinos, Kudos 2015 induction ceremony
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New members and officers were installed the National Sorority of Phi Delta Kappa Inc. Epsilon Rho Chapter’s 2015
induction ceremony. From left, front row are Tymecia Wilson, Gail Coleman (Xino/Kudos Sponsor) and Faith Carr.
Back row, Ventavious Williams, Tony Rivette, Chacoria Rhone, Alexia West, Dakota Weathers, Tayler Banks, Tmya
Hagans, Kayla Theus, Tavarius Edwards and Jarrion Hampton. Not pictured is president Amanda Thomas. Courtesy
Photo
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NASHVILLE, Tenn. —
The Titans surprised Mike
Mularkey by choosing him
to replace the friend who
brought him to Tennessee.
With a third chance to be a
head coach in the NFL,
Mularkey wants to prove he's
the man for the job.

The interim coach's nine-
game audition starts Sunday
at New Orleans.

"I wasn't sure I'd ever get
another one after what hap-
pened in Jacksonville, but I'd
absolutely like to have that
opportunity," Mularkey said
Tuesday.

Mularkey went 2-14 in
his lone season in
Jacksonville in 2012. He
takes over a 1-6 Tennessee
squad that has lost six
straight, the longest skid in
the NFL, and 16 of its last 17
games.

The Titans fired Ken
Whisenhunt on Tuesday
morning after a 3-20 tenure
and turned to Mularkey, who
also coached Buffalo in 2004
and 2005. Being the second
NFL team to fire a head
coach gives the Titans a
chance to start evaluating
candidates, and president
Steve Underwood said con-
trolling owner Amy Adams
Strunk will pick the next
coach.

"She obviously wants to
get wins out of this team and
felt in the best interest of the
team," Mularkey said.

Strunk also made it clear
she wants quarterback
Marcus Mariota protected,
even if that means holding
the rookie out of games to
heal. The Titans have given
up 28 sacks, and Mariota
missed the last two games
with a sprained MCL in his
left knee injured Oct. 18
when he was sacked five
times in the first half by
Miami.

NEW YORK —
Clemson, LSU, Ohio State
and Alabama are the top
four teams in the first
College Football Playoff
selection committee rank-
ings of the season.

Notre Dame was fifth
and Baylor was sixth on
Tuesday night.

Clemson, LSU and Ohio
State are among 11 unbeat-
en teams in FBS, nearly
quadruple the number there
was last season when the
committee started ranking
teams. Alabama and Notre
Dame each have one loss.

Memphis was the high-
est ranked team from a
Group of Five conference at
No. 13.

Last year the top four
teams in the first playoff
rankings were Mississippi
State, Florida State, Auburn
and Mississippi. Only the
Seminoles reached the
playoff. Ohio State, the
eventual national champi-
on, was 16th in the first
rankings.

The results are in from this
week’s football contest and in
tied for first place with 21 cor-
rect picks and a tiebreaker of
44 are Martha Thompson and
Lorrie Wright. Finishing in
third is Charles Hoenke with
21 correct picks and a
tiebreaker of 42. 

Be sure to fill out your
entry for this week’s contest.

H I G H  S C H O O L  B A S K E T B A L L

HIGH STAKES GAMBLING

Saints finding ways to win
N A T I O N A L  F O O T B A L L  L E A G U E

Apaches split on
opening night

B A S K E T B A L L

TUSCALOOSA, Ala.
— Jake Coker couldn't
help but watch the
Alabama-LSU games
when he was growing up
or even while playing for
Florida State.

He remembers Julio
Jones' fourth-quarter 73-
yard touchdown catch in
the 2009 game and the so-
called "Game of the
Century" two years later.

"I don't know who did-
n't see that," the seventh-
ranked Crimson Tide's
quarterback said Monday.

Then he watched last
season's game from the
sidelines and experienced
the thriving SEC West
rivalry for himself. Now,
Coker makes his first start
Saturday night against the
fourth-ranked Tigers in a
game that has become
almost routinely a
matchup of Top 10 teams
vying for national and
Southeastern Conference
championship shots.

"It was crazy," Coker
said of last year's game at
LSU. "I've never seen a
stadium like that. It was
wild, that's for sure. It's
something I won't forget."

Based on recent history,
there's a better than fair
chance the Tide and Tigers
could create another mem-
orable game at Bryant-
Denny Stadium. It's the
fifth straight regular sea-
son meeting to occupy
CBS's lone prime-time

television slot for an SEC
game.

It's the seventh time
since 2005 that both teams
enter the game ranked in
the top 10. As usual, it fea-
tures formidable front
lines on both sides of the
ball. The game also
includes two of the
nation's top tailbacks,
LSU's Leonard Fournette
and Alabama's Derrick
Henry going against two
of the best run defenses.

Alabama has won the
last four meetings, includ-
ing a 20-13 overtime vic-
tory last season, the fourth
time in a decade the teams
couldn't settle matters in
60 minutes.

LSU coach Les Miles
said fans ask him "daily or
weekly" if the Tigers will
beat Alabama this season.

"I can tell you that as an
LSU fan there is great
interest in this game,"
Miles said.

That's an understate-
ment from either fan base.
Neither team is a stranger
to this kind of buildup and
pressurized situation.

They play each other
annually, after all.

"The good news is
we've played these games
before and we certainly
understand them," Miles
said. "A big game is only
so big, right? You're play-
ing for all the things you

wanted to play for at the
beginning of the year.
You're playing for the lead
in the West. And you've
put yourself, with your
achievements, this team,
in position to do so. They
should look forward to it.
They should relish it.

"It's why you come to
LSU, to be a part of this
game."

LSU defensive back
Jalen Mills said the game
does have a different ener-
gy from both the fans and
coaches.

"I mean, it's crazy out
there," Mills said. "But
you also have to try to
control that and figure out
and hone in on what you

have to do on the field.
When you see a guy
maybe too amped up, just
try to calm him down and
tell him to focus a little
more."

With all the ingredients
of a hard-hitting, high-
stakes game, that doesn't
mean Miles and coach
Nick Saban will call it
c o n s e r v a t i v e l y .
Sometimes it's the gam-
bles that have made the
difference.

They've each had some
successful calls like
Alabama's pivotal fake
punt in 2012 and LSU's
fourth-down tight end
reverse to DeAngelo
Peterson in 2010.

They've also had failed
ones like Miles' fake field
goal in 2012 and Saban's
intercepted receiver pass
the year before.

"I don't think being
conservative is really
going to help you win a
game like this," Saban
said.

The bye week gave
both teams a chance to
heal injured players. Miles
said he expects cornerback
Tre'Davious White (knee),
defensive tackle Christian
LaCouture (foot) and full-
back J.D. Moore (knee) to
return. Moore has missed
the past two games while
White and LaCouture
missed one game. Saban
said safety Eddie Jackson
(knee) practiced some last
week and was cleared to
go for Monday. Safety
Ronnie Harrison and right
tackle Dominick Jackson,
both recovering from
ankle injuries, will be
evaluated day to day but
would practice in individ-
ual drills Monday, Saban
said.

METAIRIE — The
streaking New Orleans
Saints are not planning on
slowing down, even after a
defensive performance on
Sunday that could have
given them pause.

Back to .500 at midsea-
son following a 1-4 start,
they took more positives
than negatives from their
record-setting 52-49 victo-
ry against the New York
Giants.

"Sometimes games take
on a flow to them," Saints
coach Sean Payton said. "I
don't think New York or
New Orleans went into
that game thinking it
would be in the high 40s,
low 50s, and yet it began
to unfold that way. The
key was getting a stop at
the end."

Right after Brees' sev-
enth touchdown pass tied
the score at 49 with 36
seconds left, the Saints
forced a three-and-out,
setting up a wild punt
return that led to Kai
Forbath's 50-yard field
goal as time ran out.

"You give up a few
plays on that drive, and all
of a sudden they (the
Giants) are kicking a field
goal to win the game,"
Payton said. "And you go
home with a loss."

Instead, New Orleans
(4-4) is back in the playoff
hunt with the softest part
of the schedule in front of
it. The Saints' three
remaining games in
November are against
Tennessee (1-6) at home
and Washington (3-4) and
Houston (3-5) on the road.

With Brees and the
offense finding a new
l e v e l ,
they have
a real
chance to
continue
their roll.
N e w
O r l e a n s
s t a r t e d
sluggish-
ly after
t r a d i n g
its two
l e a d i n g
receivers in the offseason
— tight end Jimmy
Graham and wide receiver
Kenny Stills.

Against New York,
though, Brees appeared
totally comfortable with
his new group, throwing
for a career-best 511 yards.

"It was like magic,"
said running back C.J.
Spiller, who caught the
tying touchdown in the
final minute. "I've seen
him have performances
like that from afar, but to
be in it, you could tell he
was locked in and ready to
go. He showed you who he
is."

Ben Watson, Graham's
replacement as a starter,
caught nine passes for 147
yards. Watson has the

same number of receptions
for the season (38) as
Graham in Seattle, with
more touchdowns (3-2)
and yards (472-450).

Second-year pro
Brandin Cooks and new-
comer Willie Snead each
had two scoring catches.

"There's a time on task
that takes place with a guy
like Willie Snead or
Brandin Cooks," Payton
said. "You're seeing that
production take place, and
you're also seeing it at the
tight end position."

The only down note for
the offense was a season-
ending injury to backup
Khiry Robinson, who
broke his right tibia in the
second quarter and had
surgery Sunday night.
Payton said Robinson
would be put on injured
reserve, opening up an
opportunity for Murphy, a
rookie who has concen-
trated solely on punt
returning, to be the No. 3
back behind Mark Ingram
and Spiller.

Still, the Saints pro-
fessed no more concern
about their running back
depth than in their
defense, which is 30th in
the NFL in yards allowed
after giving up 416 to
New York.

"It's a growing process
that we're going through,
said rookie linebacker
Stephone Anthony, who
had a team-high 11 tackles
against the Giants. As we
continue to jell and contin-
ue to play together, we'll
figure this thing out."

Courtesy Photo

BREEs
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The Glenbrook
Apaches and Lady
Apaches tipped off bas-
ketball season Tuesday
night against the Taylor
High School Tigers, com-
ing out with a split in two
games.

Tigers 47
Apaches 46

Glenbrook fought hard
against a tough Tiger
team, but a buzzer-beat-
ing shot did them in on
opening night as they fell,
47-46.

Neither team was able
to separate themselves in
the first half, as the two
teams entered halftime
with Glenbrook trailing
by just one point.

In the second half, the
Tigers extended their lead
as far as seven points, but
the Apaches fought back
to take a four point lead.

With time ticking
away Glenbrook commit-
ted a costly turnover, one
of 32 they had in the
game, that gave the ball
back to Taylor with 2.8
seconds left, down by

one. 
With 1.7 seconds left

the Tigers put up a prayer
that went in, sending the
Apaches home with a
loss.

“It’s tough to win with
32 turnovers,” Glenbrook
head coach Jeff Dalton
said. “It was good for us
to play and see where we
are. We’ll get back at it
tomorrow and get better.”

Joseph Windham led
the Apaches with 13
points on a night where
offense was hard to come
by. Connor Chase was in
double figures with 10
points.

Lady Apaches 45
Lady Tigers 30

The Glenbrook Lady
Apaches were able to
lockdown defensively
and earn a convincing
opening night win, 45-
30. 

“I was pleased with
our defense,” Lady
Apache head coach
Rendi Dillard said. “We
created a lot of turnovers
with our pressure.
Offensively, we still have
a lot of work to do.
Overall, the girls did well
for their first game.”

Carsin Spurlock led
the team with 13 points
and 10 rebounds. Olivia
Dalton had 10 points and
10 rebounds and Amelia
Christy had eight points.
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BABY BLUES | RICK KIRKMAN AND JERRY SCOTT

BEETLE BAILEY | MORT & GREG WALKER

BLONDIE | DEAN YOUNG AND JOHN MARSHALL

FUNKY WINKERBEAN | TOM BATIUK

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE | CHRIS BROWNE

HI AND LOIS | BRIAN WALKER, GREG WALKER AND CHANCE BROWNE

MOTHER GOOSE & GRIMM | MIKE PETERS

SAM AND SILO | JERRY DUMAS

Everyone's crushing on Little
Big Town — including the Country
Music Association.

The foursome is nominated for
five CMA Awards on Wednesday,
including album of the year for
their million-selling effort, "Pain
Killer," as well as single of the year
for "Girl Crush," one of the year's
most popular — and semi-contro-
versial — songs.

"We poured so much of our lives
into the 'Painkiller' record. I know
every artist does, so when you are
part of those five spots that are hon-
ored, it just means so much," band
member Karen Fairchild said in a
recent interview.

The group, which includes Kim-
berly Schlapman, Jimi Westbrook
and Phillip Sweet, is also nominat-
ed for music video of the year for
"Girl Crush," musical event of the
year for "Smokin' and Drinkin'"
with Miranda Lambert and vocal
group of the year, which it has won
for the last three years.

"Girl Crush," which has sold 1.8
million tracks and topped Bill-
board's Hot Country songs chart, is
about a woman who is obsessed
with another woman because she's
with the guy she desires. The song
was pulled from some country radio
stations because of its lyrics. It
opens with the line: "I've got a girl
crush, hate to admit it but ..."

The ballad is also nominated for
song of the year, a songwriter's
award. Liz Rose, who wrote the
song with Lori McKenna and
Hillary Lindsey, says she was
thrilled Little Big Town loved the
song because she didn't think any-
one would record it.

"We played them the stuff that
we had been writing, and I said,
'Well we've got one more and it's
weird. It's obscure and ya'll ain't
going to cut it,'" Rose said. "And
halfway through, (Fairchild) is
looking at me and Lori and Hillary
like, 'Are you crazy? Why would we
not cut this?'"

While Little Big Town may go
home from the Bridgestone Arena
in Nashville, Tennessee, with top
awards, they're not up for the
biggest honor: entertainer of the
year.

Eric Church, who also has five
nominations, is nominated for the

top prize, pitting him against Garth
Brooks, Miranda Lambert, Kenny
Chesney and last year's winner,
Luke Bryan.

Church will also perform
onstage: He will open the show with
Hank Williams Jr. Other paired
performances include Keith Urban
with John Mellencamp, Thomas
Rhett with Fall Out Boy and Justin
Timberlake with Chris Stapleton,
who is nominated for album, male
vocalist and new artist of the year.

"All of them were a surprise,"
Stapleton, a popular songwriter,
said of his nominations. "CMA
Awards are a very straight country

radio-driven thing. I don't have a
lot of that presence and I am sure
there are a lot of people going, 'Who
in the hell is this guy?' But thankful-
ly, I guess I have a lot of fans in the
industry who are like, 'Watch this,
we're going to vote for him.'"

Sam Hunt, also nominated for
new artist, is the only breakthrough
act competing for both song and
single of the year with his No. 1 hit
"Take Your Time," which he co-
wrote.

"It's kind of like being on the
radio for the first time," Hunt said
of his nominations. "It's like you're
in the company of your peeps and

the company you're in, they are the
pros. They are the best."

Hunt will also hit the stage, as
will Blake Shelton, Kacey Mus-
graves, Jason Aldean, Little Big
Town, Florida Georgia Line, Reba
McEntire, Dierks Bentley and
Kelsea Ballerini. Presenters at the
show, airing live on ABC at 8 p.m.
Eastern and hosted by Carrie
Underwood and Brad Paisley,
include Lee Ann Womack, Darius
Rucker, Edie Brickell, Steve Martin
and members of the U.S. women's
soccer team.

Brooks, who marked a comeback
last year with his first album in 13

years, said he's excited to be nomi-
nated for entertainer of the year as
a country veteran.

"How great is it to get this honor
this late in your career? Very sweet,
very sweet, 'cause careers are for
young people and new artists," he
said.

"The truth is I am just going with
the most gorgeous woman on the
planet," he added as he hugged his
wife, singer Trisha Yearwood. "And
I will be leaving with the most gor-
geous woman on the planet."

Little Big Town set to make
big splash at the CMA Awards 



RENTAL
3BR 2 BA MOBILE 
HOME all electric. 
Central H/ A with 
carports. $200/ 
dep. $600/ mo. 
No Pets! 318-268-
7937 
3BR 2 FULL BATH 
on 3 acres near 
Homer. $450/mo. 
433-0071, 584-
4373 
3BR 2BA DOUBLE 
WIDE MH on large 
lot. 268-5932 

BRICK HOME IN 
DOYLINE FOR RENT 
3bd 2bth brick 
home for rent @ 
323 Johnson St. 
$300 dep. $850 
mth. 655-4066 
MOBILE HOME 
3br 2ba $500/ mo 
$400/ dep no pets. 
Call 318-639-1178 
NICE LARGE 2BR 
2BA This months 
rent free. Only de-
posit of $450. 433-
0071 584-4373 

LAND FOR 
SALE

BEAUTIFUL WOOD-
ED HOMESITE 2 
acres on Peachtree 
Rd. Approx 2 miles 
east of Hwy 532, 
water and electric. 
$22,500. Call 318-
471-6729 

SERVICES
HUSBAND FOR 
HIRE Home main-
tenance jobs. Call 
Charles Stubbs 
426-5425 or 377-
8658 

EMPLOYMENT
CARE MANAGE-
MENT NEEDED 
Nurses and social 
workers. Great Op-
portunity. Home 
health and geriatric 
experience need-
ed. Call: (318)-550-
5674 
CARING & COM-
PASSIONATE CNA’S 
WANTED Apply in 
person. Cypress 
Point Nursing Cen-
ter Bossier City, LA 
(behind Lowe’s on 
Douglas Dr.) 318-
747-2700 Come & 
make a difference 
in someone’s life 
NOW HIRING quali-
fied servers, host-
esses and food run-
ners/ bussers. Email 
contact information 
and previous work ex-
perience to admin@
myromas.com. 

TOWN & COUNTRY 
HEALTH AND RE-
HAB in Minden, LA 
is currently seeing 
a Licensed Social 
Worker Experi-
ence in Long Term 
Care Preferred. 
We offer competi-
tive pay, benefits, 
and a great working 
environment. Apply 
in person or send 
Resume to david@
townandcountry-
health.com or fax to 
318-377-2973 

TOWN & COUN-
TRY HEALTH 
AND REHAB in 
Minden, La is 
currently seeking 
LPN positions 
Full Time and 
PRN. We offer 
competitive pay, 
benefits, and a 
great working 
environment. Ap-
ply in person or 
send resume to 
david@townand-
countryheal th.
com 

I N V I T A T I O N 
FOR BID

SEALED BIDS 
for construction 
at the Minden 
Airport consisting 
of Obstruction 
Removal Ð  
Terminal Building, 
State Project No. 
H.011275 will be 
received by the City 
Clerk at the City of 
Minden, Louisiana, 
located at 520 
Broadway, P.O. 
Box 580, Minden, 
Louisiana 71058, 
until 2:00 p.m. 
CST on Tuesday, 
November 17, 
2015.  Bids will then 
be publicly opened 
and read aloud in 
the Cypress Room 
located at City 
Hall.  Bids received 
after the 2:00 p.m. 
deadline will be 
returned to the 
bidder unopened 
via certified mail.  
Received bids will 
be referred to the 
City of Minden 
City Council for 
action and award.  
Sealed bids must 
be marked on 
the outside with 
Bid No. 06-15.

Bidding Documents 
including bid 
forms, instructions, 
drawings, and 
specifications for 
the project may 
be viewed and 
downloaded free 
of charge (with the 
option to purchase 
hard copies) at 
www.civcastusa.
com. Scanned 
Bidding Documents 
(PDF format) are 
available on CD for 
a non-refundable 
price of $25.00 from 
KSA Alliance, Inc., 
1111 Hawn Avenue, 
Shreveport, LA 
71107. Addenda 
will be posted at 
www.civcastusa.
com. Parties will be 
notified of addenda 
a u t o m a t i c a l l y , 
through email, 
only if they have 
registered to view 
or download the 
documents via 
www.civcastusa.
com.  Bidders 
r e q u i r i n g 
clarification or 
interpretation of 
the Bid Documents 
must submit their 
questions no later 
than 7days prior 
to bid opening 
through www.
c i v c a s t u s a . c o m 
in the Q&A portal.

Bids shall be 
received only on the 
Louisiana Uniform 
Public Work Bid 
Form furnished in 
the Project Manual.

Bidders may elect 

to submit bids 
e l e c t r o n i c a l l y  
via the internet.  
Electronic bids for 
the City of Minden 
are available for 
submission at www.
bidexpress.com.  
Bidders desiring to 
submit electronic 
bids must register 
with Bid Express.  
All bids submitted 
e l e c t r o n i c a l l y  
shall include a 
digital signature 
as required by 
Louisiana State law.  
Bidders submitting 
bids electronically 
are not required to 
submit paper forms.  

Bids, amendments 
to bids, or requests 
for withdrawal of 
bids, which are 
received after the 
time specified for 
bid opening, shall 
not be considered 
for any cause 
w h a t s o e v e r .

An acceptable bid 
bond, cashierÕ s 
check or certified 
check payable to 
the City of Minden, 
in an amount equal 
to five percent (5%) 
of the bid price, 
shall be submitted 
with each bid.  The 
successful Bidder 
will be required to 
furnish and pay 
for satisfactory 
performance and 
payment bonds.  
Bidders are advised 
that a Performance, 
Payment, and 
Maintenance Bond, 
in the amount of 100 
percent (100%) of 
the contract price, 
will be required.

On any bid 
submitted in the 
amount of $50,000 
or more, the 
Contractor shall 
certify that he is 
licensed under 
Louisiana Revised 
Statute 37:2150-
2164 and show his 
license number on 
the bid and on the 
envelope.  Bidders 
must be licensed 
in the following 
category:  Building 
Construction.  The 
licensee shall not 
be permitted to 
bid or perform any 
type or types of 
work not included 
in the classification 
under which his 
license was issued.

Bids may be held 
by the City of 
Minden for a period 
of forty-five (45) 
calendar days after 
the date and hour 
set for the opening 
or as extended 
by mutually 
written consent 
in accordance 
with Louisiana 
Public Bid Law.  

The City of Minden 
reserves the right 
to reject any or all 
Bids for just cause 
and reserves the 
right to waive any 
and all informalities.

Michael Fluhr
City Clerk/
T r e a s u r e r
City of Minden
Telephone:  (318) 
377-2144  

October 21, 2015
Minden Press-Herald
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I N V I T A T I O N 
FOR BID

SEALED BIDS 
for construction 
at the Minden 
Airport consisting 
of the Obstruction 
Removal Ð  Fuel 
Facility project, 
State Project No. 
H.011275 will be 
received by the City 
Clerk at the City of 
Minden, Louisiana, 
located at 520 
Broadway, P.O. 
Box 580, Minden, 
Louisiana 71058, 
until 2:00 p.m. 
CST on Tuesday, 
November 17, 
2015.  Bids will then 
be publicly opened 
and read aloud in 

the Cypress Room 
located at City 
Hall.  Bids received 
after the 2:00 p.m. 
deadline will be 
returned to the 
bidder unopened 
via certified mail.  
Received bids will 
be referred to the 
City of Minden 
City Council for 
action and award.  
Sealed bids must 
be marked on 
the outside with 
Bid No. 05-15.

C o n t r a c t 
D o c u m e n t s  
including bid 
proposal forms, 
plan sheets, and 
s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  
for the project 
may be viewed 
and downloaded 
free of charge 
(with the option 
to purchase hard 
copies) at www.
c ivcastusa.com. 
Scanned plans 
and specifications 
(PDF format) are 
available on CD for 
a non-refundable 
price of $25.00 from 
KSA Alliance, Inc., 
1111 Hawn Avenue, 
Shreveport, LA 
71107. Addenda 
will be posted at 
www.civcastusa.
com. You will be 
notified of addenda 
a u t o m a t i c a l l y , 
through email, if 
you downloaded 
your plans and 
specifications via 
c ivcastusa.com.  
Please submit 
questions for the 
project 72 hours 
prior to bid opening 
through www.
c i v c a s t u s a . c o m 
in the Q&A portal.

Bids shall be 
received only on 
proposal forms 
furnished by the 
Engineer.  In no 
event shall proposal 
forms be issued 
later than twenty-
four (24) hours prior 
to the hour and date 
set for receiving 
p r o p o s a l s .

Bidders may elect 
to submit bids 
e l e c t r o n i c a l l y  
via the internet.  
Electronic bids for 
the City of Minden 
are available for 
submission at www.
bidexpress.com.  
Bidders desiring to 
submit electronic 
bids must register 
with Bid Express.  
All bids submitted 
e l e c t r o n i c a l l y  
shall include a 
digital signature 
as required by 
Louisiana State law.  
Bidders submitting 
bids electronically 
are not required to 
submit paper forms.  

Bid proposals, 
amendments to 
bids, or requests 
for withdrawal of 
bids, which are 
received after the 
time specified for 
bid opening, shall 
not be considered 
for any cause 
w h a t s o e v e r .

An acceptable bid 
bond, cashierÕ s 
check or certified 
check payable to 
the City of Minden, 
in an amount equal 
to five percent (5%) 
of the bid price, 
shall be submitted 
with each bid.  The 
successful Bidder 
will be required to 
furnish and pay 
for satisfactory 
performance and 
payment bonds.  
Bidders are advised 
that Performance, 
Payment, and 
M a i n t e n a n c e 
Bond, each in the 
amount of 100 
percent (100%) of 
the contract price, 
will be required.

On any bid 
submitted in the 
amount of $50,000 
or more, the 
Contractor shall 
certify that he is 
licensed under 

Louisiana Revised 
Statute 37:2150-
2164 and show his 
license number on 
the bid and on the 
envelope.  Bidders 
must be licensed in 
one of the following 
categories:  Building 
C o n s t r u c t i o n ; 
Highway, Street 
and Bridge 
Construction.  The 
licensee shall not 
be permitted to 
bid or perform any 
type or types of 
work not included 
in the classification 
under which his 
license was issued.

Bids may be held 
by the City of 
Minden for a period 
of one hundred 
and twenty (120) 
calendar days after 
the date and hour 
set for the opening.  

The City of Minden 
reserves the right 
to reject any or all 
Bids for just cause 
and reserves the 
right to waive any 
and all informalities.

Michael Fluhr
City Clerk/
T r e a s u r e r
City of Minden
T e l e p h o n e :  
(318) 377-2144 

October 21, 2015
Minden Press-Herald
_______________ 
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Rates

PricingÊisÊe asy!

$7.75
Per Day - Up to 20 
words! Additional 

words are only 30¢ 
cents more!

GarageÊS ales
No word limit.

$11
One Day

$16.50

Two Days
Receive a FREEÊGar ageÊS aleÊ

KitÊ with your two day ad!

*Garage Sale ads must be prepaid.

Deadlines

Ads
Line ads must be

submitted by noon
the day before

publication. Display ads
two days prior to

publication.

Public Notices
Public notices must be

submitted two days prior to 
publication date depending 

on the length. Notices
may be emailed to

classifieds@press-herald.com

Payments
Cash, Checks, Billing

GrowÊ YourÊB usiness
Call Courtney to place your ad!

Classified line ads are
published Monday 

through Friday in the 
Minden Press-Herald, 
Bossier Press-Tribune

and online at

377-1866
PLACEÊ YOURÊ
ADÊ TODAY!

RealÊE stateÊNot ice
“All real estate advertised herein is 

subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise any 
preference, limitation or discrimination 

based on race, color, religion, sex, handi-
cap, familial status, or national origin, or 
intention to make any such preference, 
limitation, or discrimination. We will not 

knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate, which is in violation of the law. 

All persons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on an 

equal opportunity basis.

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT
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SMALL 
ADS DO 

SELL! 
CALL AND 

PLACE 
YOURS 
TODAY! 

377-1866
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Attorneys
SOCIAL SECURITY 
DISABILITY  BENEFITS. Unable 
to work? Denied benefits?  
We Can Help!  WIN or Pay 
Nothing! Contact Bill Gordon & 
Associates at 1-800-715-6804 
to start your application today!

Education
AC REPAIR TRAINEE 
NEEDED! Learn to repair, 
install & service HVAC Systems 
at Ayers! NO EXPERIENCE 
NEEDED! Job Placement 
when completed! 1-888-246-
7451 Ayers.edu/disclosures

AIRLINE CAREERS - Get FAA 
certified Aviation Maintenance 
training. Financial aid for 
qualified students. Job 
placement assistance. Call 
Now, Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance 877-902-6315

MEDICAL ASSISTANT 
TRAINEES NEEDED Doctors 
Offices, Hospitals & Clinics 
are hiring now! Be JOB 
READY in a few months 
at Ayers! 1-888-247-4392 

PHARMACY TECH TRAINEES 
NEEDED! Pharmacies 
are hiring techs now!  NO 
EXPERIENCE NEEDED! Ayers 
can get you job ready! Day & 
Evening classes! 1-888-247-
9245 Ayers.edu/disclosures
TRAIN AT HOME TO PROCESS 
MEDICAL Billing & Insurance 
Claims! Online training at 
Ayers can get you ready 
HS Diploma/GED & Internet 
required 1-888-778-0456

Financial
Sell your structured settlement 
or annuity payments for CASH 
NOW. You donÕ t have to wait 
for your future payments any 
longer! Call 1-800-402-5744

Flea Market
Treasures Flea Market New/
Used Furniture, Mattresses, 
Rugs, Pictures, Glassware, 
Collectibles, Oil Lamps, 
Rada Knives, Sheets, Lots 
More - Monday- Saturday 
9:00-4:30 4340 Front Street 
Winnsboro, LA 318-435-9979  

For Sale
DIRECTV Starting at at only 
$19.99 per month - Free 
premium channels HBO, Starz, 
Cinemax and Showtime for 
3 months and Free Receiver 
upgrade! NFL 2015 Season 
Included (select packages). 
Call Now 1-800-697-1573

DIRECTV Starting at  $19.99/
mo. FREE Installation. FREE 
3 months of HBO SHOWTIME 
CINEMAX starz. FREE HD/
DVR Upgrade! 2015 NFL 
Sunday Ticket Included (Select 
Packages) New Customers 
Only. CALL 1-800-413-8235

Dish Network - Get MORE 

for LESS! Starting $19.99/
month (for 12 months.) 
PLUS Bundle & SAVE (Fast 
Internet for $15 more/month.) 
CALL Now 1-800-638-4396

Emergencies can strike  at 
any time.  Wise Food Storage 
makes it easy to prepare with 
tasty, easy-to-cook meals that 
have a 25-year shelf life. FREE 
sample. Call: 800-899-4206

REDUCE YOUR CABLE BILL! 
Get a whole-home Satellite 
system installed at NO COST 
and programming under $1 a 
day. FREE HD/DVR Upgrades. 
CALL NOW 877-381-8008

Health
CPAP/BIPAP supplies at 
little or no cost from Allied 
Medical Supply Network! 
Fresh supplies delivered right 
to your door. Insurance may 
cover all costs. 800-881-3504

Got Knee Pain? Back Pain? 
Shoulder Pain? Get a pain-
relieving brace -little or 
NO cost to you. Medicare 
Patients Call Health Hotline 
Now! 1- 800-457-6014

Stop OVERPAYING for your 
prescriptions! Save up to 93%! 

Call our licensed Canadian 
and International pharmacy 
service to compare prices 
and get $15.00 off your first 
prescription and FREE Shipping. 
1-800-315-6241  (LA-SCAN)

Struggling with DRUGS or 
ALCHOHOL?  Addicted to 
PILLS? Talk to someone who 
cares. Call The Addiction 
Hope & Help Line for a free 
assessment. 844.318.0372

Help Wanted
25 DRIVER TRAINEES 
NEEDED NOW! Become a 
driver for TMC Transportation! 
Earn $700 per week! No 
CDL? No Problem! Training 
is available! 1-888-300-8841

TRUCK DRIVER TRAINEES 
NEEDED! Learn to drive for 
Maverick transportation! EARN 
$800 PER WEEK! No Experience 
Needed! Local CDL Training! 
Call for details! 1-888-407-7168

Miscellaneous
A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR 
FOR BREAST CANCER!  Help 
United Breast Foundation 
education, prevention, & support 
programs.  FAST FREE PICKUP 
- 24 HR RESPONSE - TAX 

DEDUCTION -844-726-8552

BLANKET LOUISIANA 
Reach 2 million readers. 
With the Louisiana Statewide 
miniClassified Advertising 
Network you can place your 
15 word (maximum) classified 
ad over 100 Louisiana 
newspapers all across Louisiana 
for only $125. For more info 
call 225-344-9309 ext.109.

DONATE YOUR CAR, TRUCK 
OR BOAT TO HERITAGE 
FOR THE BLIND. Free 3 Day 
Vacation, Tax Deductible, 
Free Towing, All Paperwork 
Taken Care Of. 800-953-9884

GET THE WORD OUT! Use the 
Louisiana Press AssociationÕ s 
Press Release Service to get 
your news out.  We can send 
your release to 346 media 
outlets, both print and broadcast 
(or choose 115 newspapers 
or 231 broadcasters) in 
the State of  Louisiana for 
one low price. Call Mike at 
LPA for info. 225-344-9309.

Meet singles right now! No paid 
operators, just real people like 
you. Browse greetings, exchange 
messages and connect live. Try 

it free. Call now: 800-406-1442

The 2015 LPA  Directory is 
Available Now. Order yours 
Today - THE source for info on 
LouisianaÕ s newspapers as well 
as broadcast media in the state.  
Names, addresses, phone and 
fax numbers, demographics 
- itÕ s all here.  Call the LPA 
at 225-344-9309 to order.

YOUR AD HERE! Place your 
classified ad in over 100 
Louisiana newspapers, with 
a total circulation of more 
than 1 million for only $265.  
We also offer out of state 
placement. For information call 
Mike at The Louisiana Press 
Association 225-344-9309.

Real Estate
We buy undivided interest 
in acreage, farms or homes 
whether other heirs/owners sell 
or not! We also make loans. Any 
state! 1-800-259-7489 / 318-323-
9685 mky.frontdesk@gmail.com

Satellite TV
DISH TV Starting at $19.99/
month (for 12 mos.) SAVE! 
Regular Price $32.99 Call 
Today and Ask About FREE 
SAME DAY Installation! 
CALL Now! 844-804-3468  

CRYPTOQUIPÊ
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