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This upcoming weekend 
Webster parish and surround-
ing areas are expected to be hit 
with a significant winter storm 
that will bring sleet and snow 
along with it. Also, throughout 
the weekend precipitation com-
bined with below freezing tem-
peratures can potentially lead 
to bridges and overpasses icing 
over, causing hazardous driving 
conditions.

“What we’re concerned about 

is for this potential of cloudy 

drizzly weather to persist, temps 

remaining at below freezing and 

remaining there throughout the 

weekend,” Meteorologist Brad 

Bryant with the Shreveport Na-

tional Weather Service. 

“With this light drizzly precip-

itation going on, there are some 

concerns for freezing rain and 

light icing in your area.”

Things are expected to get 

more serious come Sunday, 

when the area is expected to see 

a severe weather storm.

“Sunday Night into Monday 

where it is predicted a significant 

winter storm will come through 

the Minden area Sunday night 

into monday. Expected across 

Northwest Louisiana is a mix of 

snow and sleet and could be at 

least several inches of accumu-

lation,” said Bryant.

He also stated that this storm 

could possibly bring tempera-

tures down below what Louisi-

ana has seen a long time. 

During the storm citizens 

need to be wary of hazardous 

driving conditions. Further-

more, they should take proper 

precautions at their home to 

prepare for the cold weather.

This includes Disconnecting 

outdoor hoses and spickets, 

leaving water dripping to de-

crease the chance that the water 

in the pipe will freeze, and to 

plan for where to bring pets who 

remain outdoors. 

Monitor the National Weather 

Service of Shreveport for more 

updates regarding the winter 

storm.
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Webster Parish would like to 
announce that a vaccination 
clinic is going to be held in Min-
den on Tuesday, February 16th 
from 10:00am -2:00pm at the 
Minden Fairgrounds located at 
800 Goodwill Street, Minden, LA 
71055. When arriving at the fair-
grounds, you will need to enter 
from Clerk Street onto Council 
Street and go to the livestock 
building (green building past 
the main fair entrance). You will 
exit via Goodwill Street to Clerk 
Street. This clinic is for persons 
65 years old and older. Anyone 
meeting the criteria that would 
like to register, must visit the 
link below to pre-register. Any-
one not pre-registered will be 
turned away. Everyone will re-
ceive the Moderna vaccine and 
will have to return four (4) weeks 
later on Tuesday, March 16th 
from 10:00am-2:00pm to receive 
their second dose at the same 
location. This is a collaboration 
between several agencies in-
cluding LSU Health Shreveport, 
Louisiana National Guard, Loui-
siana Department of Health, the 
City of Minden, Minden Med-
ical Center, the Webster Parish 
Library, and the Webster Parish 
Office of Homeland Security & 
Emergency Preparedness.

Below is the link for folks 65 
years or older to register.  

h t t p s : / / r e d c a p . l i n k /
LSU-PUBLIC-VACCINE-SUR-
VEY  or lsuhs.edu        

When completing the pre-reg-
istration be sure to choose the 
location “MINDEN”, not “FAIR-
GROUNDS” (that is for the LA 
State Fairgrounds in Shreveport”. 

There will also be vaccines 
available for Tier 1B healthcare 
providers. Healthcare providers 
that meet the requirement of the 
Tier 1B providers and have not 
been vaccinated can go to the 
following link if needed.  Health-
care workers will need to bring 
proof of employment.

h t t p s : / / r e d c a p . l i n k /
LSUHS-COVIDVaccine

If anyone needs assistance 
with a computer and internet 
access, please contact the Web-
ster Parish Library in Minden at 
(318) 371-3080 and in Springhill 
at (318) 539-4117.
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A storm in the spring of 2016 
brought extensive damage to 
Minden and surrounding areas, 
and along with that also caused 
the Minden High School Gym-
nasium. Now, nearly five years 
later, Webster Parish School 
Board Members, Minden High 
School Staff, and Community 
leaders got together to celebrate 
the first step towards getting a 
new gymnasium for Minden 
High with a Groundbreaking 
Ceremony. The gymnasium 
with be built from the ground up 
through the help of Yeager, Wat-
son, and Associates Architectur-
al Firm And ELA Group, General 
Contractor.

Introducing the ceremony, 
MHS Principal Becky Wilson 
stated, “There’s an old proverb 
that states, just when the cater-
pillar thought that the world was 
over, it became a butterfly. On 
Tuesday, March 8, 2016, Min-
den was battered and beaten 
by a heavy storm. By Saturday, 
March 12, when the rain finally 
subsided, many historical re-
cords were broken in our area 
due to receding over 20 inches 
in rain. Throughout our com-
munity, a massive amount of 

damage ensued from the flood-
ing. Our gym, which was built in 
nineteen thirty eight, suffered ir-
reparable damages, resulting in 
it being declared condemned,” 
said Becky Wilson, MHS Princi-
pal.

“For our school, for our foot-
ball team, the many students 
that use that gym every day, and 
even our community, this pil-
lar of pride was destroyed. Like 
the caterpillar who thought it 
was over, a butterfly will soon 

emerge through the hard work 
of many, many people, includ-
ing many of you standing here 
today.”

Superintendent Johnny Row-
land took to the stage to share 
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Minden High School Staff, Webster Parish School Board members, and community leaders gathered on the grounds 
for where MHS’s new gymnasium will be erected during a Groundbreaking Ceremony held Tuesday.
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in the occasion and elabo-
rate on the importance of 
this Gymnasium not only 
as a facility, but also as a 
symbol of the community 
coming together to sup-
port their students. 

“As Miss Wilson said, 
it’s been almost five years 
since that day in March 
that we’ll never forget, that 
frankly changed our com-
munity and in some ways 
changed it forever. But we 
are so thankful to be able 
to stand here today to pro-
vide a facility that we feel 
will be second to none 
anyone in the state,” said 
Rowland. 

“Our staff members and 
most importantly, our 
students will have the use 
of a facility that they can 
be proud of, that they can 
feel good about, that they 
can look to when they’re 
sitting in those bleachers 
across the way over there 
on a home Friday night 
football game and not only 
see this beautiful view that 
we all see here when we’re 
at a home game, but also 
look across here and just 
go, wow, how blessed we 
are.”

“And, you know, it just 
stays in keeping with how 
the citizens of Webster 
Parish, over time, have 
supported our schools. So 
when it passed, the bond 
issue passed, it was of no 

great surprise to me be-
cause our citizens stepped 
up once again and said, 
‘you know what, we’re 
going to provide for our 
most important natural 
resource and that our stu-
dents,’” said Rowland.

“So in the words of, 
who we all knew as Hall 
of Fame football player 
Deon Primetime Sand-
ers, now he’s the head 
football coach at Jackson 
State University. He says, 
if you look good, you feel 
good. And if you feel good, 
you play good. And I like 
to add this to it. Not only 
does that mean uniforms, 
and it also means facilities 
and our kids are about to 
have facilities that they 
can be proud of for many, 
many years.”

Mayor Terry Gardner 
was also present and 
shared his thoughts on 
what this new gymnasium 
means for not only MHS, 
but the City of Minden as 
a whole. 

“You know, through 
devastation, comes 
growth, and that’s what 
we have here from the 
devastation that the foot-
ball field had. You’ve got 
a fantastic football field 
now. This is just going to 
be the crowning start of 
this campus. You know, 
when businesses come to 
any city, they look at the 
campuses of your school. 
Schools are important to 

any industry that’s come 
to pay. They look at your 
schools,” said Gardner. 

“So we appreciate the 
vision of the Webster Par-
ish School Board and what 
you do, not only just for 
the city of Minden, for our 
entire parish. They do an 
awesome job, the Webster 
Parish School Board, and 
we appreciate the hard 
work that yall do and the 
vision the yall have to help 
grow our city.”

Providing a perspective 
who was directly impact-
ed by the loss of the Gym-
nasium, Coach Heard 
provided some input on 
the challenges he and his 
teams faced due to the 
circumstance, and his ap-
preciation that they would 
soon have a second to 
none facility for his team. 

“You know, I wouldn’t 
say it was totally easy  tran-
sitioning from the old gym 
to where we are now. And 
then getting to this point, 
there’s been some strug-
gles along the way. 

But for the most part, 
the staff that I have right 
now is the same staff that 
was here then. I’ve had 
them the whole way, and 
they stuck through all of 
that struggle, and we’ve 
had a lot of success along 
the way even with some 
of those struggles. So I 
appreciate you guys stay-
ing with me through this 
whole thing,” said Heard. 

“Looking at today, when 
you read the paper, you 
watch TV, or look online, 
you see a lot of negative 
things out there, but it’s 
good to know that good 
things are still happening, 
and this is one of those 
things.  I would just like 
to thank the good people 
of Minden for seeing this 
as an opportunity for the 
youth of today and the 
youth of tomorrow and all 
that it represents. It’s go-
ing to be fun to watch and 
I can’t wait until this thing 
is complete and we can 
open those doors.”

In closing, Principle 
Wilson spoke of a quote 
that she feels encapsu-
lates what the building of 
the new facility means for 
Minden High School stu-
dents, staff, and the com-
munity at large.

“In your program at 
the bottom, I included 
a quote by Adrian Park-
son that said, ‘each of us 
is carving a stone, erect-
ing a column or cutting a 
piece of stained glass in 
the construction of some-
thing much bigger than 
ourselves.’ And I feel as we 
watch our new building 
being constructed, I hope 
that this is a reminder to 
each of us to keep con-
structing something much 
bigger than ourselves,” 
said Wilson.
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Be aware of tax implications 
of COVID-19 relief benefitsContinued from Page 1
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NEW GYM: Minden breaks ground for gymnasium
MINDEN HIGH

STAFF REPORT
Louisiana Department of Revenue

2020 state income tax fil-
ing begins Friday, Feb. 12

 BATON ROUGE - The 
Louisiana Department of 
Revenue (LDR) advises 
taxpayers to be aware of 
the state tax implications 
of federal COVID-19 relief 
benefits when they begin 
filing their 2020 state indi-
vidual income taxes this 
week.

On Friday, Feb. 12, LDR 
will begin accepting tax 
returns through Louisi-
ana File Online, the state’s 
free, electronic tax filing 
application; or through 
commercially available tax 
filing software. We will also 
begin processing paper re-
turns downloaded from the 
LDR website at www.rev-
enue.louisiana.gov/forms.

As taxpayers prepare 
their returns, it is important 
to understand which feder-
al pandemic-related bene-
fits are taxable at the state 
level and which are not.

Economic Impact Pay-
ments

The federal Coronavirus 
Aid, Relief and Econom-
ic Security (CARES) Act 
provided Economic Im-
pact Payments of $1,200 
for qualifying individuals 
and $2,400 for qualifying 
married couples, with an 
additional $500 per de-
pendent child. Under the 
Coronavirus Response and 
Relief Supplemental Ap-
propriations Act, passed 
as part of the Consolidated 
Appropriations Act of 2021, 
(CARES II), individuals be-
gan receiving automatical-
ly a second round of Eco-
nomic Impact Payments 
of up to $600 for individ-
uals or $1,200 for married 
couples and up to $600 for 
each qualifying child be-
ginning in December. The 
payments are refundable 
tax credits and are not con-
sidered taxable income for 
federal or state tax purpos-
es. They are not subject to 
Louisiana state income tax.

Federal Pandemic Un-
employment Compensa-
tion

The CARES Act provided 
$600 weekly supplemental 
unemployment benefits 
for individuals out of work 
for reasons related to the 
pandemic. Additionally, 
CARES II provides up to 
$300 in weekly supplemen-
tal unemployment ben-
efits.  These benefits are 
subject to Louisiana state 

income tax.
Suspected Unemploy-

ment Benefits Identity 
Fraud

According to the Lou-
isiana Workforce Com-
mission (LWC), pandem-
ic-related unemployment 
benefits became a target of 
identity thieves who used 
stolen personal informa-
tion to claim fraudulent 
unemployment payments 
in multiple states, includ-
ing Louisiana. Anyone who 
receives a 1099-G tax form 
from LWC that documents 
unemployment benefits 
they did not receive, or 
overstates benefits they did 
receive, should report the 
possibility of fraud.

·       Louisiana Depart-
ment of Revenue Identity 
Theft Affidavit

·       Louisiana Workforce 
Commission Suspected 
Fraud Form

Frontline Worker Re-
bates

Act 12 of the 2020 First 
Extraordinary Session of 
the Louisiana Legislature 
provided for a one-time 
$250 rebate for eligible 
workers earning $50,000 
per year or less, who spent 
at least 200 hours re-
sponding to or mitigating 
the COVID-19 crisis from 
March 22, 2020, through 
May 14, 2020. The rebates, 
funded by the CARES Act, 
are subject to Louisiana 
state income tax.

Main Street Recovery 
Program

Act 311 of the 2020 Regu-
lar Session of the Louisiana 
Legislature allocated feder-
al CARES Act funds to pro-
vide grants of up to $15,000 
to eligible small businesses 
through a program ad-
ministered by the Louisi-
ana Department of Trea-
sury. Funds disseminated 
through this program are 
subject to Louisiana state 
income tax.

Paycheck Protection 
Program

The Paycheck Protec-
tion Program (PPP) estab-
lished by the CARES Act, 
provides small businesses 
with funding for payroll 
costs, mortgage interest, 
rent, and utilities. The PPP 
loans are forgivable under 
certain conditions and the 
loan forgiveness is not tax-
able income for federal tax 
purposes. The PPP loan 
forgiveness is not subject to 
Louisiana state income tax.

2020 Louisiana Individu-
al Income Tax returns and 
payments are due Monday, 
May 17, 2021.

LOCAL

February Police Jury touches on commercial 
vehicle tags, municipality help, more

STAFF REPORT
Minden Press-Herald

The February Police 
Jury Meeting touched base 
on topics such as tags for 
commercial/overweight 
vehicles and the effective-
ness of that system in the 
parish along with a grim 
reality being addressed 
regarding the Police Jury’s 
budget. 

When it came to the 
discussion of tags on com-
mercial vehicles, the con-
versation centered around 
the fact that the wording of 
the ordinance by not be-
ing in tune with the goal of 
what it is trying to accom-
plish.

The crux of the uncer-
tainty comes from wheth-
er or not the vehicles that 
need tags should be over-
weight vehicles or com-
mercial vehicles. This con-
trast is best exemplified 
by this exchange between 
President Jim Bonsall and 
Juror Bernard Hudson of 
Dist. 5.

“UPS Truck or FedEx 
truck are not overloaded,” 

said Bernard. 
“But they’re commer-

cial,” said Bonsall.
“Do you do it because 

they’re commercial or be-
cause they’re tearing up 
the road?” asked Bernard.

“I think our ordinance 
is not clear, I think we kin-
da got mixed up over time 
with what we’re doing and 
we need to clarify it,” said 
Bonsall.

The Jury agreed to later 
address the ordinance to 
make it’s intent more clear 
and to ensure that it is en-
acting the change that it is 
meant to. 

Later in the meeting a 
sobering topic was ad-
dressed given the current 
state of finances for the po-
lice jury. This topic came 
up when the Secretary/
Treasurer proposed bud-
get amendments and ex-
plained why they needed 
to be made. 

“The reason why we 
did this is because we 
had budget workshops 
in Oct. and yall approved 
the budget in December. 

We did not get in as much 
money as we thought we 
were going to get in. That is 
why I’m asking for budget 
amendments this early in 
the year,” said Lisa Balkom.

“Ideally you’d like for 
that revenue under the 
criminal court, you’d like 
that to cover everything, 
but as you can see it’s not 
even getting close. That is 
hole that hasn’t been filled, 
and it’s a pretty big hole,” 
said Juror Nick Cox.

Potential reasons for 
the financial shortcoming 
were discussed, but Nick 
Cox summed up the main 
issue by stating, “The prob-
lem is that the costs were 
higher than we hoped, and 
the revenue is much lower 
than we hoped.”

A transfer of roughly 
$580,000 from the Juries 
general fund was made in 
order to account for the 
lack of revenue that came 
in.

“The only problem with 
that is, how many times 
can we do that?” asked 
Cox.

While the finances were 
a bigger issue than the Jury 
could find a solution for at 
the end of a meeting, Nick 
Cox addressed this issue in 
order to brace the Jury for 
what is to come in the fu-
ture if they do not get bud-
get balanced. 

“We will be having a very 
dark discussion in a year 
or so, because the money 
is running out, and I just 
wanted everybody to know 
before we get to the point 
where we’re just straight 
writing checks blindly be-
cause we have no other 
choice, and taking all of 
our funds and allocating to 
these holes that keep sink-
ing,” said Cox.

The Webster Parish Po-
lice Jury Meeting takes 
place the first Tuesday of 
every month starting at 
11:00 a.m. at located at 401 
Main Street in Minden. 
Due to precautions taken 
to prevent the spread of 
covid, those who wish to 
attend are asked to please 
wear a mask and be mind-
ful of social distancing. 
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Where Louisiana stands on sports betting
GAMBLING

RYAN NELSON
MATTHEW BENNET
MAHOGANI COUNTS
LSU Manship School News Service

BATON ROUGE—Voters 
in most parishes support-
ed the legalization of sports 
gambling last Nov. 3, but 
it may be 2022 by the time 
bettors are legally allowed to 
wager in Louisiana on foot-
ball and other games.

With 55 of the 64 par-
ishes voting in favor of the 
proposal, legislators will 
use this spring’s session to 
set tax rates and create a 
plan for betting on sporting 
events. 

The Louisiana Gaming 
Control Board will then cre-
ate a regulatory model for 
gamblers and bet takers to 
use. Mike Noel, the chair-
man of board, said he ex-
pects the rules to be similar 
to ones that the board re-
cently approved for fantasy 
sports betting. 

Noel said the State Po-
lice’s gaming enforcement 
division will begin taking 
applications from fantasy 
sports operators after the 
rules are published on Feb. 
20.

In 2018, voters in 47 par-
ishes approved betting 
on daily fantasy games in 
which users create virtual 
rosters of real athletes and 
hope they record better 
statistics than the groups 
assembled by other players. 
The gaming board decided 
last year that it would levy 
an 8% tax on the net reve-
nue from fantasy gambling 
to help fund early childhood 
education. Louisiana was 
one of only seven states that 

did not allow fantasy sports 
betting in 2020.

Louisianans eager to bet 
on real sports hope that leg-
islators and the board will 
not take as long as long to 
create the rules for betting 
on real sports. Sen. Ron-
nie Johns, R- Lake Charles, 
sponsored the bill that le-
galized sports betting, and 
he expects lawmakers to 
have a plan before the Leg-
islature gathers in April for a 
two-month session.

“I will assure you that we 
will have an agreement be-
tween all parties before the 
legislature in April with the 
final proposal,” Johns said. 
“There is absolutely a lot of 
discussion going on right 
now, among all parties in-
volved.”

As Louisiana struggles 
to finance its operations 
given the economic effects 
of COVID-19, sports gam-
bling could provide the state 
with extra revenue and jobs. 
While a legislative fiscal 
note written in 2018 esti-
mated fantasy sports betting 
would generate $375,000 in 
tax money in the first year, 
sports gambling could cre-
ate more.

One key decision will be 
whether to allow online 
gambling or limit betting to 
in-person gambling on casi-
no grounds. If the legislators 
approve online gaming, the 
gaming board will have to 
set up geolocation borders, 
technology that would keep 
the apps from working in 
the nine parishes that did 
not approve the betting.

“I’ve personally looked at 
the mechanism of geofenc-
ing, and it’s a very safe way 
of regulating gaming and 

betting,” Johns said. “The 
technology has been proven 
in many other states.”

In the two-and-a-half 
years since the U.S. Supreme 
Court struck down a 1992 
ruling against state-autho-
rized sports gambling, 20 
states have legalized sports 
betting. Louisiana and five 
other states have passed 
legislation and are working 
toward taking their first bet.

Several states have had 
trouble opening books and 
trying to find the sweet spot 
of private, tribal and state-
run gambling networks to 
earn tax revenue. There are 
success stories like Penn-
sylvania, which has earned 
more than $99 million in 
tax money since Novem-
ber 2018, according to Play 
Pennsylvania. But states like 
Delaware have had more 
modest success. It opened 
three retail sportsbooks and 
made $8 million in tax reve-
nue in 2020.

Mississippi, which passed 
in-person betting in 2018, 
took in over $5.25 million 
in 2020 by taxing sports 
bets. This occurred over 
a 10-month period as the 
state closed its casinos in 
the spring due to the spread 
of COVID-19. An attempt to 
expand to online gambling 
in Mississippi died in a leg-
islative committee.

Mississippi taxes casinos 
12% for operating a sports 
book, and 4% of the money 
goes to local governments. 
In 2020, Mississippi also 
saw increases in tourism in 
towns with casinos and a 
$50 million increase in total 
revenue at its coastal casi-
nos from two years earlier.

Ten states have opened 

online gambling to multiple 
providers, the two most no-
table being DraftKings and 
FanDuel, which allow users 
to play fantasy games and 
place bets. In December, CQ 
Holdings, a company that 
partners with DraftKings at 
a casino in Illinois, reached 
an agreement to buy the 
Belle of Baton Rouge river-
boat casino.

The early returns in oth-
er states have been mixed. 
The Oregon Lottery created 
a one-app system named 
Scoreboard, which allows 
bettors to place bets any-
where in the state. However, 
the app came at a steep ini-
tial cost. Matt Shelby, a rep-
resentative for the Oregon 
Lottery, said the state is in 
the black after accruing over 
$20 million in tax revenue 
since October 2019.

While there is a way to go 
regarding specifications for 
Louisiana’s platforms for 
bettors, Sen. Johns said the 
Legislature knows that tax-
ation will look a lot different 
than it does for the state lot-
tery and casinos.

“We tax the 15 riverboat 
licenses and the land-based 
casinos a 21 percent tax,” 
Johns said. “Sports betting 
won’t be taxed at that rate. 
We have to be very care-
ful in not overtaxing sports 
betting because, if you do 
so, you’re going to severely 
limit the number of entities 
around the state that would 
be willing to inject into the 
sports betting business.”

But for now, any Louisi-
ana citizens who are look-
ing to gamble on upcoming 
2021 sporting events: no 
dice. The luck may be better 
in 2022.
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To Parliament, in the Lon-
don of George III, the Boston 
Massacre of 1770 and the Tea 
Party of 1773 were not seen in 
the same light as they were by 
the Sons of Liberty in the Mas-
sachusetts colony.

To Parliament, this was mob 
violence, and the shooting and 
killing at Lexington and Con-
cord were acts of insurrection 
and treason.

But because we won the 
Revolution, those events are 
portrayed and remembered 
differently. For when it comes 
to riots and revolutions, all de-
pends on who writes the narra-
tive of history. It is the winners.

“Who controls the past con-
trols the future: who controls 
the present controls the past,” 
said George Orwell in his novel 
“1984.”

To the media, the long hot 
summer of rioting, looting and 
arson that followed the death 
of George Floyd in Minneapo-
lis was driven by “racial justice” 
protests against a “systemic 
racism” that permeates society.

The rioters were calling at-
tention to injustices we Ameri-
cans have failed to address, like 
police brutality. And almost all 
of these “peaceful protesters” 
were calling us to be a better 
people.

And did not the riots produce 
beneficial results?

Joe Biden and his party have 
responded by setting as a goal 
the replacement of “equality of 
rights” with “equity,” an equal-
ity of results, where gaps in test 
scores, incarcerations, incomes 
and wealth between white and 
black are to be closed by gov-

ernment action.
However, as for the riot at the 

Capitol on Jan. 6 by Trumpists, 
to protest and perhaps change 
the outcome of the election, 
that was an act of insurrec-
tion, a treasonous attempt to 

overturn a 
democrat-
ic election 
and over-
throw a 
democratic 
g o v e r n -
ment.

Of all 
the riots in 
2020 and 
2021, that 
was the un-
forgivable 
one.

The proper response to that 
riot is not to heed its angry voic-
es but to impeach the president 
on whose behalf they acted, to 
strip him of any right to serve 
again in public office, and to 
write new laws to deal with the 
horrific “domestic terrorism” 
we witnessed at the Capitol.

About the morality and jus-
tice of the rampage of rioting in 
the wake of Floyd’s death, and 
the sole riot at the Capitol, the 
media are the self-anointed 
judges. They decide which riots 
are benign and which are ma-
lignant, which should receive 
an empathetic response, and 
which should end with every 
participant in prison.

Western democracies almost 
always grant favorable publici-
ty and moral support to popu-
lar uprisings against autocratic 
regimes.

The Hong Kong protests were 

cheered on by the West until 
there arose a fear in China they 
were getting out of hand. Bei-
jing then stepped in, ordered 
the protests halted and im-
posed law and order.

In Russia, there have been 
protests in many cities over the 
recent jailing of dissident Alex-
ei Navalny. But winter weather 
and thousands of police arrests 
have cooled the protests, and 
Vladimir Putin booted out of 
the country three EU diplo-
mats from Poland, Germany 
and Sweden who attended the 
pro-Navalny demonstrations.

When it comes to illegal and 
disorderly protests, Xi Jinping 
and Putin take them serious-
ly and play hardball. They 
see mass protests and riots as 
Western-inspired, if not West-
ern-planned, and deal with 
them as subversive activities.

“The messages sent by Rus-
sian authorities during this 
visit confirmed that Europe 
and Russia are drifting apart,” 
EU minister Joseph Borrell 
blogged on his return from 
Moscow to Brussels. “It seems 
that Russia is progressively dis-
connecting itself from Europe 
and looking at democratic val-
ues as an existential threat.”

In Turkey, demonstrations 
by staff and students erupted 
in January over the installation 
of an ally of President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan as rector of Bo-
gazici University, among the 
most acclaimed schools in the 
country. Hundreds have been 
arrested in clashes between 
protesters and police in one of 
the largest displays of civil un-
rest in Turkey in years.

In Myanmar, thousands took 
to the streets this weekend to 
protest a generals’ coup that 
took over the country a week 
ago and ousted the elected ci-
vilian regime of Nobel Peace 
prize winner Aung San Suu Kyi.

The American media defend-
ed the Hong Kong protesters 
and tended to minimize, ex-
cuse or ignore its excesses and 
violence.

But in Moscow, Beijing, Is-
tanbul and Myanmar, the pro-
tests are seen as insurgencies, 
as sappers of the state and re-
gime, and the governments are 
predisposed to deal with them 
in every way — save capitula-
tion. They see them as the work 
of “regime change” ideologues 
in the West.

In Western nations, protests 
and riots come largely from 
the left and rail against what is 
claimed to be indifference or 
resistance to the rights of mi-
norities. And the natural ten-
dency of the media is to sympa-
thize with protesters, especially 
those bedeviling autocracies.

Again, all except the occu-
pation of the Capitol on Jan. 
6. That one was different. That 
one got the sympathy of no one 
because its premise was that 
an elite-backed establishment 
stole the election.

Such accusations against our 
elites are intolerable and im-
moral.

Patrick J. Buchanan is the author of 
“Nixon’s White House Wars: The Battles 

That Made and Broke a President and 
Divided America Forever.”

Buchanan: Of rioters, protesters & patriots

The fact that this issue has 
even become a contested mat-
ter is a testament to how un-
hinged, morally and ethically, 
our nation has become.

The Biden Administration 
has just made a striking depar-
ture from the previous Trump 
Administration’s position on 
Title IX, a federal education law 
that prevents discrimination 
based on sex. Title IX states in 
pertinent part that “no person 
in the United States shall, on 
the basis of sex, be excluded 
from participation in, be de-
nied the benefits of, or be sub-
jected to discrimination under 
any education program or ac-
tivity receiving Federal finan-
cial assistance …”

However, President Biden 
has just issued an Executive 
Order entitled Preventing and 
Combating Discrimination 
Based on Gender Identity or 
Sexual Orientation. The order 
reflects a significant shift in 
how the Biden administration 
will interpret and enforce the 
rights of transgender and other 
students.

Simply stated, the Executive 
Order asserts in pertinent part 
that “[a]ll persons should re-
ceive equal treatment under 

the law without regard to their 
gender identity or sexual ori-
entation”, including that “[c]
hildren should be able to learn 
without worrying about wheth-
er they will be denied access to 
the restroom, locker room, or 
school sports.” This language 
may sound benign but it is not.

Conversely, the Trump Ad-
m i n i s -
t r a t i o n ’ s 
stance re-
g a r d i n g 
s c h o o l s , 
s t u d e n t s 
and the 
issue of 
sexual ori-
e n t a t i o n 
and gender 
i d e n t i t y 
specifical-

ly reaffirmed the position that 
public school districts may ex-
clude students from athletic 
teams based on “gender identi-
ty” and could require students 
to use bathrooms based on bi-
ological sex, rather than gender 
identity.

The real tragedy of this policy 
shift is that all of the progress 
allowed and encouraged by Ti-
tle IX for girls is now threatened 
by the transgender agenda, 

which seeks to allow biological 
males to compete in girl’s and 
women’s sports.

What this effectively means 
is that biological men who 
“say” or “identify” their gen-
der identity is/as “female” 
will be allowed to compete in 
high school and college sports 
against biological women. 
This is insane. It will destroy 
girl sports. Allowing biological 
males to compete in all-female 
sports is completely unfair to 
female athletes. The Equal Pro-
tection Clause allows a state or 
school district to recognize the 
physical differences between 
the biological sexes in sports 
and they should do so.

Transgender people argue 
that boys who identify as girls 
actually are girls. No, they’re 
not. And they are definitely 
not biologically—males clear-
ly have physical advantages 
over females—and in physical 
sports, gender and biology re-
ally do matter. In fact, physical 
strength and skill are determi-
native which is why in athletic 
sports biological boys win over 
biological girls virtually all of 
the time. It’s the reason why a 
Dallas, Texas under-15 boys 
squad convincingly beat, 5-2, 

the world champion U.S. Wom-
en’s National Soccer Team in a 
scrimmage.

Let’s also remember that 
sports and athletics play an in-
tegral role in the development 
of young leaders and girls will 
be robbed of this opportunity 
for growth and development 
if forced to compete with bi-
ological males. Another very 
important consideration here 
is that biological females will 
very likely lose athletic schol-
arships if they have to compete 
for them against biological 
males. For many biological fe-
males, a scholarship is the only 
opportunity they will have to 
go to college.

Title IX has made possible 
enormous growth in wom-
en’s sports, but it is now being 
grossly distorted to undermine 
that progress. Let’s please stop 
with this gender delusion and 
confusion. It is hurting biolog-
ical females and preventing 
them from reaching their full-
est potential.

Royal Alexander is a Shreveport 
Attorney.
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Life can be a whirlwind of 

activities, whether work or 

leisure.

    Oftentimes we can be 

caught up in that whirlwind 

and find it difficult to get out 

of it.

    So many times we can get 

so involved with our jobs and 

have no time for anything 

else. We work the required 

hours on the job, then bring 

extra work home to be com-

pleted. Perhaps we’re trying 

to get that promotion that 

would put us in a better po-

sition in our work. Perhaps 

we’re trying to impress our 

co-workers, letting them see 

how dedicated we are to the 

job. Perhaps we hope the 

boss notices our dedication 

to the company and then if a 

set-up becomes available he 

will think of us as being the 

most loyal to the company.

    For whatever reason, 

we can easily get 

caught up in that 

whirlwind and find 

no way out.

    Maybe we 

spend all of our 

spare time as a 

dedicated volun-

teer, and there is 

nothing wrong with that if we 

still carve out time for other 

things. Even good causes can 

become hindrances to our 

family time or our own need 

for solitude. Perhaps we need 

to evaluate how we spend our 

time and be sure we are find-

ing a proper balance.

    One could even spend 

all his efforts with family and 

family activities, to the ne-

glect of others. There is noth-

ing wrong with family time, 

in fact it is one of 

the most import-

ant aspects of our 

lives. Neverthe-

less, we can’t rely 

on this time to 

satisfy the needs 

of us, or our fam-

ily. In fact, it could 

be smothering our children 

to the point they can’t devel-

op proper relationships with 

others. None of  us wants that.

    As we consider how we 

spend our time, we need to 

be sure we realize that it is 

important to take time out, to 

get out of our work or other 

obligations.

    Pause occasionally to 

watch a beautiful sunrise of 

sunset. As we watch the glo-

ry of these events, we can 

bask in the beauty and the 

amazement of God’s glorious 

handiwork. Often, if I miss 

the actual sunset or sunrise, 

I search my friends’ posts on 

Facebook because I know 

there are some who will share 

pictures they have captured 

of the magnificently colored 

creations. Not quite the same, 

but it can still create awe in 

the eyes of the beholder.

    Spend some time watch-

ing the colorful birds feed-

ing on the feeders or flitting 

across from place to place. 

The cardinal is one that can 

create awe as one sees the 

brilliant colors he is sporting. 

Even the blue jay, which can 

be so loud with his raucous 

calls, is a thing of joy to watch.

    Laura Ingalls Wilder once 

said “a bird’s song will set the 

steps to music all day long.”

    One of the most import-

ant things we can do is to take 

time out of our busy day for 

reflection.

    According to one writ-

er, “Reflection ...enables our 

minds to be stretched in 

three different directions-the 

direction that leads to a prop-

er relationship with God, the 

relationship that leads to a 

healthy relationship with 

others, and the relationship 

that leads to a deeper under-

standing of oneself.”

    As we plan out our day 

or week, why not plan some 

time for reflection? A time 

you can get away from all 

distractions, family, TV, cell 

phones or whatever you are 

“busy” with. Time when you 

can go into a room by your-

self, sit on the patio or porch 

or take a stroll in your yard.

    This is a time we can re-

flect on our work, our families 

and friends, and our relation-

ship with God. If we really 

think and reflect we may see 

where we need to spend less 

time and which area needs 

more time.

    I really need to work on 

this and perhaps you can join 

me in rearranging schedules 

to meet all these needs.

Fannie Moore is a journalist 

who lives in Shongaloo where 

she enjoys writing on a variety of 

subjects.
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Don’t get caught up in a whirlwind

FOOD

Popeyes® Makes With Its First-Ever 
Cajun Flounder Sandwich Coming to 

Menus Nationwide
MIAMI--(BUSINESS 

WIRE)--Feb 10, 2021--
Following the success 

of the Popeyes ® Chicken 
Sandwich and the famous 
chicken wars it ignited, 
the beloved Cajun brand 
is once again raising the 
bar on sandwich stan-
dards with its new mouth-
watering launch, the Ca-
jun Flounder Sandwich. 
Starting Thursday, Feb-
ruary 11 th, Popeyes new 
Cajun Flounder Sand-
wich will be available in 
restaurants and for deliv-
ery nationwide for only 
$4.49.

This press release 
features multimedia. 
View the full release 
here: https://www.busi-
n e s s w i r e . c o m / n e w s /
home/20210210005161/
en/

POPEYES® MAKES BIG 
WAVES IN THE SAND-
WICH GAME WITH ITS 
FIRST-EVER CAJUN 
FLOUNDER SANDWICH 
COMING TO MENUS NA-
TIONWIDE (Photo: Busi-
ness Wire)

Popeyes knows that 
its new Cajun Flounder 
Sandwich will re-set your 
standards and expecta-
tions of a quick service 
fish sandwich that they 
are guaranteeing you 
will love it by launching 
Sandwich Insurance. For 
guests who order the new 
Cajun Flounder Sandwich 
and don’t like it, Popey-
es will replace it with the 

tried and true Chicken 
Sandwich for free with 
purchase of insurance on 
launch day.

The new Cajun Floun-
der Sandwich is made to 
perfection. Four simple 
yet delicious ingredients, 
the fried filet is served 
atop the same buttery 
toasted brioche bun with 
barrel cured pickles that 
fans know and love from 
the Chicken Sandwich, 
along with Popeyes lega-
cy tartar sauce.

Caught in the icy wa-
ters of the Pacific, Popey-
es flounder filet is light, 
flakey and seasoned in 
a blend of the Louisiana 
brand’s Cajun seasoning. 
Dusted in a crispy south-
ern coating and fried up 
golden brown, the Cajun 
Flounder Sandwich deliv-
ers the flavor and crunch 
one would expect to find 
at a local dockside fish 
shack.

“After seeing the re-
sponse to our Chicken 
Sandwich in 2019, we are 
excited to deliver yet an-
other delicious sandwich 
to our fans that is sure to 
reset industry standards,” 
says Sami Siddiqui, Presi-
dent, Americas at Popey-
es® Louisiana Kitchen. “At 
Popeyes, we don’t take 
shortcuts on quality and 
strive to ensure our in-
gredients are the best of 
the best. That’s why we’re 
proud to be serving up 
the most authentic, Ca-

jun Flounder Sandwich in 
QSR.”

On launch day only, 
skeptics can add Sand-
wich Insurance to their 
Popeyes Cajun Floun-
der Sandwich order for 
only 15 cents through the 
Popeyes app. However, 
Popeyes doesn’t think 
you are going to need it- 
everyone is going to love 
that fish sandwich from 
Popeyes.

For more information 
about Popeyes® please 
visit www.popeyes.com.

About Popeyes ®
Founded in New Or-

leans in 1972, Popeyes ® 
has more than 45 years 
of history and culinary 
tradition. Popeyes® dis-
tinguishes itself with a 
unique New Orleans style 
menu featuring spicy 
chicken, chicken ten-
ders, fried shrimp, and 
other regional items. The 
chain’s passion for its 
Louisiana heritage and 
flavorful authentic food 
has allowed Popeyes ® to 
become one of the world’s 
largest chicken quick 
service restaurants with 
over 3,300 restaurants 
in the U.S. and around 
the world. To learn more 
about the brand, please 
visit the Popeyes ® brand 
website at www.popeyes.
com or follow us on Face-
book, Twitter and Insta-
gram.



Life SEND US YOUR NEWS
newsroom@press-herald.com

6 | FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 2020	 MINDEN PRESS-HERALD | MINDEN, LA

Autoworkers face dimmer future in a new era of electric cars
ROLLING THROUGH LIFE

TOLEDO, Ohio (AP) 
— When General Motors 
boldly announced its goal 
last month to make only 
battery-powered vehi-
cles by 2035, it didn’t just 
mark a break with more 
than a century of mak-
ing internal combustion 
engines. It also clouded 
the future for 50,000 GM 
workers whose skills — 
and jobs — could become 
obsolete far sooner than 
they knew.

The message was clear: 
As a greener U.S. econo-
my edges closer into view, 
GM wants a factory work-
force that eventually will 
build only zero-emissions 
vehicles.

It won’t happen over-
night. But the likelihood 
is growing that legions of 
autoworkers who trained 
and worked for decades 
to build machines that 
run on petroleum will 
need to do rather differ-
ent work in the next de-
cade — or they might not 
have jobs.

If the history-making 
shift from internal com-
bustion to electric pow-
er goes as GM, Ford and 
others increasingly en-
vision, jobs that now in-
volve making pistons, fuel 
injectors and mufflers 
will be supplanted by the 
assembly of lithium-ion 
battery packs, electric 
motors and heavy-duty 
wiring harnesses.

Many of those compo-
nents are now built over-
seas. But President Joe 
Biden has made the de-
velopment of a U.S. elec-
tric vehicle supply chain a 
key part of his ambitious 
plan to create 1 million 
more auto industry jobs 
with electric vehicles. 

Yet for workers at GM 
and other automakers, 
that future could be per-
ilous. The more environ-
mentally focused plants of 
the future will need fewer 
workers, mainly because 
electric vehicles contain 
30% to 40% fewer moving 
parts than petroleum-run 
vehicles. In addition, 
many of the good union 
jobs that have brought a 
solid middle-class life-
style could shift to lower 
pay as automakers buy EV 
parts from supply com-
panies or form separate 
ventures to build compo-
nents. 

Most vulnerable in 
the transition will be the 
roughly 100,000 people 
in the United States who 
work at plants that make 
transmissions and en-
gines for gas and diesel 
vehicles.

They are people like 
Stuart Hill, one of 1,500 or 
so workers at GM’s Tole-
do Transmission Plant in 
Ohio. At 38 years old and 
a GM employee for five 
years, Hill is still decades 

from retirement. The fu-
ture of the plant and his 
role in it worries him.

“It’s something that’s in 
the back of my mind,” Hill 
said. “Are they going to 
shut it down?” 

He and others hope 
that Toledo will be among 
the sites where GM will 
build more EV parts. If 
not, he’d be open to mov-
ing to some other plant to 
continue to earn a solid 
wage; top-scale workers 
represented by the Unit-
ed Auto Workers are paid 
around $31 an hour.

Yet there is hardly as-
surance that automakers 
will need as many work-
ers in the new EV era. A 
United Auto Workers pa-
per from two years ago 
quotes Ford and Volkswa-
gen executives as saying 
that EVs will reduce labor 
hours per vehicle by 30%.

“There are just less 
parts, so of course it 
stands to reason that 
there is going to be less 
labor,” said Jeff Dokho, 
research director for the 
UAW. 

“We’re sort of at the 
beginning of that transi-
tion,” said Teddy DeWitt, 
an assistant professor of 
management at Universi-
ty of Massachusetts Bos-
ton who studies how jobs 
evolve over time. “It’s not 
going to be just in the ve-
hicle space.”

The number of indus-
try jobs that will be lost 
in the transition will like-
ly reach into the thou-
sands, though no one 
knows with any preci-
sion. And those losses 
will made up, at least in 
part, by jobs created by a 
greener economy, from 
work involved in building 
electric vehicle parts and 
charging stations to jobs 
created by wind and solar 
electricity generation.

Indeed, the most 
far-reaching change in 
manufacturing since 
the commercial produc-
tion of internal com-
bustion-driven vehicles 
began in 1886 will ripple 
out to farm equipment, 
heavy trucks and even 
lawnmowers, snow blow-
ers and weed-whackers. 
The oil and gas indus-
tries could suffer, too, as 
the fading of the inter-
nal combustion engine 
shrinks demand for pe-
troleum.

At the century-old 
transmission plant in To-
ledo, GM workers make 
sophisticated six-, eight-, 
nine- or 10-speed gear-
boxes. Eventually, those 
parts will be replaced by 
far simpler single-speed 
drivetrains for electric 
vehicles. Especially for 
workers low on the se-
niority list, GM’s plans 
for an “all-electric future” 
mean that eventually, 

their services will likely 
no longer be needed. 

“This is that moment 
to define where we go 
in the future,” said Tony 
Totty, president of the 
UAW local at the Toledo 
plant. “This is a time we 
need to ask ourselves in 
this country: What are we 
going to do for manufac-
turing? Is manufacturing 
dead in our country?”

Those worries already 
were in the air when 
Biden made an October 
campaign stop at the To-
ledo union hall. Totty de-
livered a letter imploring 
the candidate “not to for-
get about the people get-
ting the job done today.”

Even though fully elec-
tric vehicles now consti-
tute less than 2% of U.S. 
new vehicle sales, auto-
makers face intense pres-
sure to abandon inter-
nal combustion engines 
as part of a global drive 
to fight climate change. 
California will ban sales 
of new gas-powered ve-
hicles by 2035. European 
countries are imposing 
bans or strict pollution 
limits. Biden, as part of 
a push for green vehi-
cles, pledged to build a 
half-million charging 
stations and convert the 
650,000-vehicle federal 
fleet to battery power.

At the moment, though, 
American motorists have 
other ideas. They con-
tinue to spend record 
amounts on larger gas-
oline vehicles. With av-
erage pump prices close 
to a $2 a gallon, trucks 
and SUVs have replaced 
more efficient cars as the 
nation’s primary mode of 
transportation. In Janu-
ary, roughly three-fourths 
of new-vehicle sales were 
trucks and SUVs. A de-
cade ago, it was only half.

All that demand will 
still keep Toledo in busi-
ness for years. Yet there’s 
little doubt that the move 

to electricity is inexora-
ble. About 2.5 million 
electric vehicles were 
sold worldwide last year. 
IHS Markit expects that 
figure to increase 70% this 
year alone. In December, 
there were 22 fully elec-
tric models on sale in the 
United States; Edmunds.
com expects that figure 
to reach 30 this year. GM 
alone has pledged to in-
vest $27 billion on 30 EV 
models worldwide by 
2025.

The acceleration of the 
trend has heightened 
anxiety even at plants that 
are now running flat-out 
to meet demand for GM 
trucks.

“It definitely scares me,” 
said Tommy Wolikow, a 
worker at GM’s heavy-du-
ty pickup assembly plant 
in Flint, Michigan, who 
has worked eight years for 
GM. “I think that eventu-
ally there’s a good chance 
that I might not be able to 
retire from this plant.”

Depending on how 
fast consumers embrace 
electric vehicles, Wolikow 
fears he could be bumped 
out of his job by employ-
ees with more seniority. 
Workers already are start-
ing to vie for jobs at three 
plants that GM has desig-
nated as electric vehicle 
assembly sites, two in the 
Detroit area and one in 
Tennessee.

In the meantime, GM 
says it needs its full facto-
ry workforce as it rebuilds 
inventory depleted by a 
coronavirus-related fac-
tory shutdown last spring.

“We have to run our cur-
rent core business smart 
and strong, because that 
will ultimately allow us to 
invest in this all-electric 
future,” spokesman Dan 
Flores said. “There’s no 
way we can speculate on 
the future of any individ-
ual facility.”

Not all internal com-
bustion-related jobs will 

vanish in the transition. 
GM excluded heavier 
trucks in its EV goal. And 
some manufacturers will 
keep making gas-electric 
hybrids, said Kristin Dz-
iczek, a vice president at 
the Center for Auto Re-
search, an industry think 
tank.

It’s unclear what will 
happen to workers at GM 
or other automakers who 
might be squeezed out 
in the transition. In the 
past, GM has protected 
some workers in periods 
of downsizing. When it 
closed an assembly plant 
in Lordstown, Ohio, in 
2019, for example, laid-
off workers were given a 
chance to transfer to oth-
er plants. And when GM 
shuttered factories head-
ing into a 2009 bankrupt-
cy, laid-off employees re-
ceived buyout and early 
retirement packages.

The UAW says it views 
the transformation to 
electricity as potential-
ly less a threat than an 
opportunity for growth. 
Dokho suggested, for ex-
ample, that the Biden ad-
ministration could offer 
incentives to build more 
EV parts here.

“We’re optimistic about 
making sure that there 
are jobs in the future, and 
that the jobs there now 
are protected,” he said.

Every major industrial 
transformation, DeWitt 
said, has tended to result 
in both lost jobs and new 
work. He noted, for exam-
ple, that when Americans 
migrated from farms to 
cities after the Civil War, 
agricultural jobs dwin-
dled. But cities were 
wired for electricity, and 
jobs such as electricians 
were created.

If the automakers are 
willing, DeWitt said, most 
of their workers could be 
retrained to move from 
gas vehicles to electric 
parts and vehicle assem-

bly.
“It feels unlikely to me 

that all of that knowledge 
we have built up in that 
workforce for the past 50 
years is all of the sudden 
completely useless,” he 
said.

The protection of jobs 
seems sure to be a top 
issue in the next round 
of UAW contract talks in 
2023, and workers will 
especially want to pre-
serve higher-wage po-
sitions. GM and other 
automakers now view 
battery manufacturing as 
a parts-supply function 
with lower pay. 

The automaker is build-
ing a battery factory in 
Lordstown in a venture 
with South Korea’s LG 
Chem. CEO Mary Bar-
ra has said that workers 
there will be paid less 
than those at vehicle as-
sembly plants, to keep 
costs closer to what com-
peting automakers will 
pay. 

The 2023 contract bar-
gaining could be even 
more contentious than it 
was two years ago, when 
a 40-day UAW strike cost 
GM $3.6 billion.

Indeed, the reckon-
ing between GM and the 
union may come soon-
er than anticipated, said 
Karl Brauer, executive 
publisher at the CarEx-
pert.com website. Auto-
makers, he said, gener-
ally work on vehicles five 
to seven years ahead of 
when they go on sale.

“You could make the 
argument that by 2028, 
they’re not going to be 
doing any more develop-
ment on internal com-
bustion engine vehicles,” 
he said. “Which starts to 
sound much closer than 
2035.”

____
Krisher reported from 

Detroit.

COURTESY PHOTO

Tesla cars line up at annual electric car expo.
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February is Black His-
tory Month now often 
called African-Amer-
ican History Month.  
Black History Month 
grew from journalist 
Carter Woodson’s 1926 
Negro History Week.  
He chose February be-
cause it was the birth 
month of both Abraham 
Lincoln and Frederick 
Douglass.  Black Histo-
ry Month was first held 
in 1970 at Kent State 
University a few weeks 
before the infamous 
peace rally campus kill-
ings by the Ohio Nation-
al Guard.  The students 
were protesting the Viet-
nam War.  The violence 
sparked national pro-
tests and student strikes.  
A half century later saw 
more outrage in a simi-
lar spirit of questioning 
untenable conditions.

	 Racism remains 
an insidious aspect of 
our founding, history, 
and worst of all, current 
climate.  Busting into the 
U.S. Capitol with a Con-
federate flag is plenty 
offensive albeit easy to 
identify.  Subtle forms of 
racism are more stealthy 
and more widespread.  
You might be guilty of 
it and you don’t even 
know it.  I’ve seen many 
a white person who un-
derstandably assesses 
themselves as nice get 
real uncomfortable real 
fast when someone chal-
lenges them with new 
ways of thinking.

	 Doubly difficult 
for me to talk about.  
Dirk Ellingson is clearly 
a European moniker that 
tips you off without see-
ing my mug shot.  And I 
know how much you all 
hate Yankee condescen-
sion.  So not a column 

of subtle digs at south-
ern ways.  Racism is a 
problem everywhere.  
George Floyd was killed 
in Minnesota, not Mis-
sissippi. 

	 Pandemic cau-
tion forces 
many to at-
tend schools 
and church-
es through 
Zoom tech-
nology.  My 
stepdaughter 
Lindsay lives 
in Kansas City.  Her sons 
attend a school where 
most students are Afri-
can American.  In a pho-
to negative flipped from 
my own childhood ex-
perience, the white kids 
are the minority.  Lind-
say preached a sermon 
the Martin Luther King 
Jr. holiday weekend via 
distance learning.  Her 
church audience was 
people here she’s known 
for years.  Despite be-
ing a message for white 
people from a white 
messenger, its theme 
was relevant to a subject 
we all need to address.  I 
was moved and got her 
permission to share ex-
cerpts:

	 It is not my in-
tention to call out white 
people.  It’s rather the 
opposite.  I want to call 
you in.  I want you to 
reflect with me before I 
talk about my journey.  
Here are some questions 
from the book White 
Fragility: Why It’s So 
Hard for White People 
to Talk About Racism by 
Robin DiAngelo.

	 How did your 
parents tell you that race 
didn’t matter and that ev-
eryone was equal?  Did 
they have many friends 
of color?  If people of 

color did not live in 
your neighborhood, why 
didn’t they?  Where did 
they live?  What images, 
sounds, and smells did 
you associate with these 
other neighborhoods?  

Were you en-
couraged or 
d iscouraged 
from visiting 
these neigh-
borhoods?

	 If you 
went to school 
together, did 

you all sit together in the 
cafeteria?  If not, why 
not?  Were the honors 
or advanced placement 
classes and the lower 
track classes equally ra-
cially integrated?  If not, 
why?

	 When I reflect 
on these questions, I 
don’t remember ever 
talking about race in my 
family.  We never had a 
sit-down dialogue about 
race.  We didn’t live 
around black folk.  At 
my high school, white 
and black folks were 
very segregated.  We 
didn’t eat together.

	 The West Mon-
roe Rebels built an em-
pire on football.  We 
couldn’t have gone to 
state all four years if 
it weren’t for the Afri-
can Americans on our 
team.  I often wonder if 
anyone ever asked them 
what they thought about 
the white band playing 
Dixie every time they 
scored a touchdown and 
what it was like to look 
up at the stands and see 
people waving Confed-
erate flags?

	 I know I didn’t 
understand the mean-
ing because I went to 
college in 2000 and put 
Confederate flag pil-

lows on my bed in my 
dorm room.  When folks 
cringed seeing them, I 
assured them, “Oh it’s 
not about that.  It’s my 
high school.”  It took 
friends refusing to en-
ter my room until they 
were gone that I realized 
the hurt and anguish 
this symbol brought on 
to people of color that 
caused me to remove 
them.

	 I realize looking 
back I really didn’t have 
any relationship with 
anyone of color.  My as-
sumption was that black 
folks aren’t smart, they 
don’t work hard, and are 
poor dirty people.  TV 
and movies taught me 
they were the murderers 
and rapists.  There was 
never a father figure to 
be found.  I bought into 
those narratives.

	 I used to be-
lieve I didn’t have much 
to learn about race and 
how to do better.  I’m a 
super nice white person 
that has had lots of ex-
perience with African 
Americans since leav-
ing college.  I’ve taught 
in all black classrooms 
several times.  I have 
hired black high school 
kids to work at my sum-
mer program I direct.  
All these things qualify 
me as not being racist or 
so I thought.

	 My son Avett 
was coming home in 
kindergarten with a pic-
ture of Rosa Parks and 
telling me all about the 
Civil Rights movement.  
We hadn’t talked about 
race much because I 
thought it was too soon.  
His school has taught 
me it’s never too early 
to talk about race.  We 
have received so many 

blessings from being 
in a community that is 
teaching us how to be 
better humans.  I know 
they won’t be putting 
Confederate flag pillows 
on their bed in college.

	 I have a sign in 
my yard that says Black 
Lives are Sacred.  It was 
given to me by a group 
of white Catholics from 
the parish up the street.  
I had a preschool parent 
comment to me that her 
husband who is black 
feels safer jogging down 
our street because of all 
the signs that show sup-
port for him.  It makes 
him feel more accepted 
and cared for.

	 The church I 
teach preschool at has 
experienced hate filled 
vandalism to their 
building.  Someone has 
taken exception to the 
large banner promoting 
peace and justice in our 
front lawn.  Not only 
did they destroy two of 
these banners but they 
also broke over forty 
windows and attempt-
ed arson.  Our director 
of over thirty years was 
approached by a fami-
ly attending our school 
that asked, “Why can’t 
you just take the sign 
down?”  It’s a sign that 
says Black Lives Matter 
in a huge heart.

	 Her response 
was prophetic in my 
opinion.  “My husband 
and son-in-law can’t 
take off their black skin 
when met with hatred 
and racism.  What do 
you think the message 
to them would be if we 
took down the sign pro-
claiming that we stand 
with them?”

	 I want to ask you 
today to commit to not 

staying silent the next 
time someone tells you 
a racist joke.  Can you 
respond to the e-mail 
chain someone sends 
you of a racist joke and 
simply say, “That’s not 
funny?”  You don’t have 
to explain why.  They’ll 
know.  This is just a 
small step that makes a 
big difference.

	 Lindsay hum-
bly and eloquently gave 
more testimony space 
limitations keep me 
from sharing.  That last 
part makes me uncom-
fortable and it’s not the 
first time.  I once inter-
viewed Marian Wright 
Edelman, the founder of 
the Children’s Defense 
Fund, in Washington, 
D.C.  She said the same 
thing about racist jokes.  
Even if you’re not tell-
ing them or laughing, 
your silence is part of the 
problem.  I felt sheepish.  
I no longer laughed at 
racist jokes yet nor did I 
confront those who un-
furled them.  That con-
versation was 25 years 
ago.  I’m ashamed to ad-
mit I have often stayed 
silent overhearing racist 
remarks in Louisiana 
and in Missouri. 

	 I take heart 
the generation of my 
daughters seems less 
racist than my own.  An 
insightful indictment 
states we love black cul-
ture (athletes and musi-
cians) but not black peo-
ple.  We should do both.

Dirk Ellingson is a minden, 

la resident and is currently 

a pharmacy technician at the 

local walgreens.
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CHICAGO (AP) — It was 
Zach LaVine and Coby 
White all night long. There 
were layups and jams, well-
placed passes and 3-point-
ers.

So many 3s.
LaVine scored a sea-

son-high 46 points, hitting 
nine of Chicago’s fran-
chise-record 25 3-pointers, 
and the Bulls cooled off the 
New Orleans Pelicans with a 
129-116 victory Wednesday.

“I expect to do that. I 
put in the time and effort,” 
LaVine said. “It happens 
that way. You hit a couple, 
get hot. You wish it could 
happen every game. Obvi-
ously, it can’t. But when you 
get in a zone, you want to 

stay in it.”
White made eight 3s and 

scored 30 points in an im-
pressive show by Chicago’s 
starting backcourt. LaVine 
and White became the first 
duo in NBA history to make 
at least eight 3s apiece in the 
same game, according to 
STATS.

Denzel Valentine add-
ed four 3-pointers and 16 
points as the Bulls went 25 
for 47 from beyond the arc 
and shot 59% (48 for 81) 
overall.

“We (were) due for a good 
team shooting night,” White 
said. “We haven’t been 
shooting the ball well as a 
team, especially at home.”

New Orleans had won 

four in a row, including a 
130-101 victory over Hous-
ton on Tuesday night. But 
the Pelicans looked a little 
tired in the second half of 
the opener of a four-game 
trip.

“Bad combination to-
night of them being great 
and making shots and us 
being a step slow defensive-
ly,” coach Stan Van Gundy 
said.

Zion Williamson had 29 
points for New Orleans, and 
Brandon Ingram finished 
with 21 points on 6-for-19 
shooting. Lonzo Ball scored 
19 of his 21 points in the first 
half.

New Orleans led 74-66 at 
the break despite Chicago 

setting a franchise record 
with 14 3s in the first half. 
But the Bulls rolled right by 
the Pelicans with a big third 
quarter.

White connected from 
long range and Daniel Gaf-
ford had a driving dunk with 
7:03 left, capping a 19-2 run 
for Chicago. White hit an-
other 3 with 15.3 seconds 
remaining in the third, lift-
ing the Bulls to a 106-88 
lead.

“Their ball movement 
was incredible,” William-
son said. “The pace of their 
offense was great, and they 
were also hitting shots.”

TURNING IT AROUND
White had been strug-

gling, shooting just 35.9% 

from the field in his previ-
ous five games. But he went 
8 for 17 from deep and 10 for 
20 overall in the victory over 
New Orleans. He also had 
seven assists.

“I’m very happy for Coby 
that he got back on track,” 
LaVine said. “He showed 
that confidence again.”

TIP-INS
Pelicans: Rookie PG 

Kira Lewis Jr. scored a ca-
reer-high 14 points on 5-for-
7 shooting. The 19-year-old 
Lewis was the No. 13 pick in 
last year’s draft. “I love his 
mindset. I love his approach 
to the game. I just really love 
his mentality,” Van Gundy 
said. “(Assistant coach) Te-
resa Weatherspoon’s done a 

terrific job with him, getting 
him acclimated to the NBA, 
and I really look forward to 
watching his growth as the 
season goes on.”

UP NEXT
Pelicans: Visit the Dallas 

Mavericks on Friday night. 
The teams were supposed 
to play Jan. 11, but the game 
was postponed because of 
COVID-19 issues with the 
Mavs.

Bulls: Host the Los Ange-
les Clippers on Friday night. 
The Bulls lost 130-127 to the 
Clippers in their first meet-
ing of the season Jan. 10.

NEW ORLEANS 
(AP) — Drew Brees has 
agreed to renegotiate 
his salary down to the 
NFL minimum in 2021, 
a move that would save 
the New Orleans Saints 
considerable space un-
der the salary cap next 
season, a person with 
knowledge of the situa-
tion said Friday night.

The person spoke to 
The Associated Press on 
condition of anonymi-
ty because neither the 
Saints nor Brees have 
publicly discussed the 
new contract agreement, 
which was first reported 
by overthecap.com.

While the 42-year-
old Brees has not an-
nounced his retirement, 
guaranteed money from 
his previous contract, 
which ran through 2021, 
would have counted 
more than $22 million 
against the salary cap 
next season if the re-
cord-setting QB chose to 
stop playing this year.

Under the newly 
agreed upon contract, 
Brees could help the 
Saints by waiting until 
June to retire, at which 
point his guaranteed 
money would be effec-
tively split between 2021 
and 2022, providing the 
Saints with more than 
$11 million in additional 
salary cap space in 2021. 
However, Brees contract 
also would count around 
$11 million against New 
Orleans’ 2022 salary cap.

Brees has played 20 

NFL seasons, includ-
ing the past 15 with the 
Saints, and is the NFL’s 
all-time leader in yards 
passing with 80,358.

His 571 career touch-
down passes rank sec-
ond behind only Tom 
Brady’s 581.

Brees won nine of 12 
regular season starts 
while completing 70.5% 
of his passes in 2020, 
and then won a wild-
card round playoff game 
against Chicago before 
New Orleans’ season 
ended with a division-
al-round loss to eventual 
NFC champion Tampa 
Bay and the 43-year-old 
Brady, who plays in his 
10th Super Bowl on Sun-
day against Kansas City.

Brees missed four 
games this season with 
multiple fractured ribs 
and a collapsed lung. 
It marked the second 
straight season Brees 
had to miss part of a 
season with an injury. 
In 2019, Brees missed 
five games because of 
a thumb injury on his 
throwing hand that re-
quired surgery.

Brees holds the NFL’s 
single-season record 
for completion rate at 
74.4% in 2018, but also 
holds the second-high-
est mark at 74.3 in 2019 
and third-highest at 72% 
in 2017.

His 70.5% rate in 2020 
ranked ninth all-time, 
giving Brees six of the 
top nine season comple-
tion rates in NFL history.

Sports JJ Marshall, Sports Editor
jjmarshall@press-herald.com

www.press-herald.com

TIDE PRIDE Brees renegotiates 
to help Saints with 

cap if he retires
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The Matthew Stafford-Jar-
ed Goff trade not only has 
whet fans’ appetites for big 
deals, it’s caused a social 
media frenzy about which 
quarterbacks are headed 
elsewhere.

That could happen with 
the likes of Carson Wentz, 
Jimmy Garoppolo, De-
shaun Watson and Cam 
Newton. And on a slightly 
less publicized level with 
Teddy Bridgewater, Jameis 
Winston, Sam Darnold and 
Mitchell Trubisky.

But before anyone gets 
the idea that half of the 
NFL’s starting signal-callers 
from 2020 will be employed 
by new teams in 2021, well, 
know that carousel is not 
spinning out of control.

Why not? Money.
More specifically, con-

tract dollars. Dead money. 
Salary-cap repercussions.

The COVID-19 pandemic 
not only reduced revenues 
for the NFL across the board, 
it also has forced a lower sal-
ary cap for 2021. That figure 
is undetermined, though it 
won’t be less than $175 mil-
lion and probably will be in 
the $180 million-$185 mil-
lion range.

So any cap hits for trades 
involving QBs with me-
ga-contracts will be built as 
much on finances as foot-
ball skills. Sure, plenty of 
teams with questionable 
quarterbacking would love 
to add a Watson or Wentz 

— and even inquire about 
the availability of the likes of 
David Carr or Matt Ryan. But 
the price tag is a paramount 
consideration.

There are also the tricky 
contract dynamics for Dak 
Prescott and Ben Roethlis-
berger. Prescott played un-
der the franchise tag cost 
of $31.4 million but was in-
jured in the Cowboys’ fifth 
game. Dallas is adamant 
about keeping Prescott, 
preferably with a long-term 
deal.

“One of the things that 
we’re going to have to really 
see where we are, and it will 
affect everybody, all 32 (NFL 
teams), and it will affect 
our team,” Cowboys execu-
tive vice president Stephen 
Jones said, “ is what the con-
sequences of the virus have 
had on our cap situation 
going forward, and where is 
that salary cap going to be 
and what kind of cap are we 
going to manage into. So all 
those things will play a role 
into players that we keep 
that are under contract, 
where we can sign — obvi-
ously Dak being at the top 
of that list — and then going 
from there.”

Roethlisberger has indi-
cated a willingness to redo 
his contract with Pittsburgh 
for what likely will be his fi-
nal season. He’s set for a cap 
hit of $41 million, and that 
won’t happen.

There probably are fewer 

teams with long-term set 
signal-callers than those 
in flux. For sure, the Patri-
ots, Jets, Texans, Colts and 
Steelers in the AFC have 
uncertainty. Philadelphia, 
Washington, Chicago, 
New Orleans, Carolina and 
San Francisco in the NFC 
could be making significant 
changes.

Plus, Urban Meyer is sold 
on Trevor Lawrence as the 
first overall draft pick for the 
Jacksonville Jaguars. There 
are a handful of quarter-
backs in this draft who also 
could wind up as starters 

next season.
“Who we pick at that 

quarterback spot, that’s go-
ing to be one of the most 
important decisions I’ve 
made in my lifetime, along 
with the partnership of our 
owner and general manag-
er,” Meyer said. “I see some 
elite quarterbacks out there 
right now.”

The free agent market 
doesn’t have those, unless 
Prescott lands there. The 
strength in free agency is on 
defense, from the line to the 
secondary.

Indeed, two of the keys to 

Tampa Bay’s championship, 
linebackers Shaq Barrett 
and Lavonte David, will be 
available if the Bucs don’t 
re-up them before next 
month.

Bucs coach Bruce Arians 
expects them back, as well 
as receiver Chris Godwin 
and the three additions Tom 
Brady recruited: Rob Gron-
kowski, Antonio Brown and 
Leonard Fournette.

“I’m very, very confident,” 
Arians said. “I have all the 
trust in the world in (GM) 
Jason (Licht) and what he 
would do. These guys, they 

have a bond. There will be 
dollars involved. But I think 
that this group is so, so close 
that sometimes dollars don’t 
matter. But we’re going to do 
everything we can to get the 
dollars right, too, because 
they earned it.”

If they reach free agency, 
look for the likes of defen-
sive linemen/edge rush-
ers Leonard Williams, Trey 
Hendrickson, Haason Red-
dick, Matthew Judon, Bud 
Dupree and Yannick Ngak-
oue to cash in. Defensive 
backs John Johnson III, Jus-
tin Simmons, Marcus Maye 
and perhaps veteran Patrick 
Peterson, whose perfor-
mance has faded recently, 
could be popular.

Blockers and pass catch-
ers seem most attractive on 
offense. In the trenches, two 
All-Pros might be free: cen-
ter Corey Linsley and guard 
Brandon Scherff. So might 
Joe Thuney, Trent Williams 
and Taylor Moton.

In the pass-happy NFL, 
teams always are looking 
for receivers, and the top 
wideouts about to hit free 
agency are Allen Robinson, 
Kenny Golladay and JuJu 
Smith-Schuster.

Finally, consider that fi-
nances could force some 
teams to make surprise 
moves. But bidding wars 
could be tepid this time 
around.

DALLAS (AP) — Dallas 
Mavericks owner Mark 
Cuban relented Wednes-
day and the national 
anthem will be played 
before home games this 
season after the NBA re-
iterated its “longstanding 
league policy” to include 
the song.

The league’s initial 
reaction to Cuban’s de-
cision was to say teams 
were free to conduct pre-
game activities as they 
wished with the unusual 
circumstances created by 
the coronavirus pandem-
ic. Most teams don’t have 
fans at home games.

But the NBA abruptly 
reversed course with Cu-
ban’s decision reverber-
ating around the country, 
including a question put 
to White House press sec-
retary Jen Psaki during 
her daily briefing. Athlete 
protests of social and ra-
cial injustice during the 
“The Star-Spangled Ban-
ner” became a flashpoint 
between then-President 
Donald Trump and var-
ious leagues during his 
administration.

“With NBA teams now 
in the process of welcom-
ing fans back into their 
arenas, all teams will play 
the national anthem in 
keeping with longstand-
ing league policy,” the 
league said.

The Mavericks played 
a prerecorded anthem 
with both teams stand-

ing along the free throw 
lines, as spelled out in 
NBA guidelines, before 
Wednesday night’s 118-
117 win over Atlanta. In 
the past, Cuban always 
had live performances 
of the anthem, although 
that practice has changed 
across all sports because 
of the pandemic.

Less than half of the 
roughly 1,500 vaccinated 
essential workers were 
at their seats during the 
anthem. All players and 
coaches stood, including 
Dallas coach Rick Carlisle 
with his right hand over 
his heart.

“It’s an animated dis-
cussion, which is certain-
ly not surprising,” Carlisle 
said before the game. 
“This was Mark’s deci-
sion. He was steadfast 
about it. It’s been quite a 
day.”

The Mavericks released 
a statement from Cuban 
while acknowledging the 
club would return to play-
ing the anthem.

“We respect and always 
have respected the pas-
sion people have for the 
anthem and our country,” 
Cuban said. “But we also 
loudly hear the voices of 
those who feel that the 
anthem does not repre-
sent them. We feel that 
their voices need to be 
respected and heard, be-
cause they have not been.

“Our hope is that going 
forward people will take 

the same passion they 
have for this issue and ap-
ply the same amount of 
energy to listen to those 
who feel differently from 
them,” he said. “Then we 
can move forward and 
have courageous con-
versations that move this 
country forward and find 
what unites us.”

The Mavericks played 
their first 10 regular-sea-
son games without fans 
before allowing the es-
sential workers in for free 
for the first time Monday 
against Minnesota.

Rich Patterson, a 
29-year-old who works in 
health care and attended 
the Atlanta game with a 
colleague, said the an-
them was important to 
him, but that he wasn’t 
hung up on whether it 
was played before sport-
ing events.

“This is a sporting event 
and I’m here to have fun,” 
Patterson said from seats 
a few rows from the front 
of a platform about a doz-
en feet above the play-
ing area. “I’m not here to 
worry about politics on 
either side.”

Cuban at that point 
declined to elaborate on 
his decision to not play 
the anthem, other than to 
say nobody noticed until 
after 11 regular-season 
home games.

The move wasn’t with-
out support among NBA 
coaches.

“This should happen 
everywhere,” New Orle-
ans coach Stan Van Gun-
dy tweeted Wednesday. 
“If you think the anthem 
needs to be played be-
fore sporting events, then 
play it before every mov-
ie, concert, church ser-
vice and the start of every 
work day at every busi-
ness. What good reason is 
there to play the anthem 
before a game?”

The question Van Gun-
dy raises has been debat-
ed for some time.

The NBA rule book 
does not specifically say 
that the anthem — or an-
thems, in games involv-
ing the Toronto Raptors, 
the lone Canadian team 
in the league — must be 
played before games. The 
only rule regarding the 
songs states this: “Play-
ers, coaches and trainers 
must stand and line up in 
a dignified posture along 
the foul lines during the 
playing of the American 
and/or Canadian nation-
al anthems.”

That rule was relaxed 
last year in the NBA’s 
restart bubble at Walt 
Disney World, when the 
league took no objection 
to players kneeling for 
the anthem to show their 
desire for an end to racial 
injustice and police bru-
tality.

Players were criticized 
for kneeling; some of 
those who stood, such as 

Miami’s Meyers Leonard 
and Orlando’s Jonathan 
Isaac, also faced back-
lash on social media for 
choosing to stand. San 
Antonio coach Gregg 
Popovich, a graduate of 
the Air Force Academy 
and coach of the U.S. 
men’s national team, also 
stood for anthems in the 
bubble.

In an interview with 
ESPN, Cuban said it was 
never his intent to quit 
playing the anthem for 
good. The outspoken bil-
lionaire said the issue was 
part of an ongoing con-
versation with people in 
the community and the 
league, particularly as 
fans begin returning to 
arenas.

“We have no problem 
playing the national an-
them at all,” Cuban said. 
“I stand for the national 
anthem. My hand is al-
ways over my heart. The 
real issue is how do you 
represent the voices of 
those who feel the an-
them doesn’t represent 
them or causes them con-
sternation.”

Dallas players Jalen 
Brunson and Willie Cau-
ley-Stein said they felt 
Cuban was showing sup-
port for them, and they 
appreciated it.

“One thing I’ll say about 
Mark is he’s not scared 
of what’s being talked 
about,” Cauley-Stein said. 
“It’s not just a business 

to him. When you get to 
this level, it’s such a busi-
ness. And when you’ve 
got a guy that shows his 
full character and he’s not 
being a businessman and 
he’s like human, that’s 
big-time for a player to go 
through.”

Backlash to not playing 
the anthem was swift in 
the Texas Capitol, where 
Republican Lt. Gov. Dan 
Patrick urged Cuban to 
“sell the franchise & some 
Texas Patriots will buy it.” 
Other GOP lawmakers 
suggested the tax breaks 
the American Airlines 
Center receives should 
come under new scruti-
ny.

Patrick said he intends 
to introduce a bill in the 
Texas Senate that will en-
sure the national anthem 
is played at all events that 
receive public funding. 
He said the bill has broad 
support.

“It is hard to believe 
this could happen in Tex-
as, but Mark Cuban’s ac-
tions of yesterday made it 
clear that we must specify 
that in Texas we play the 
national anthem before 
all major events,” Patrick 
said. “In this time when 
so many things divide us, 
sports are one thing that 
bring us together — right, 
left, Black, white and 
brown.”

NFL

NBA

NFL carousel will spin soon, and not just for quarterbacks

Mavs’ Cuban relents on anthem after NBA reiterates policy
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Good News SEND US YOUR NEWS
newsroom@press-herald.com

INSPIRATION

No doubt, we’ve all 
used our best lines to 
coin the perfect poem 
for our sweetheart. I re-
call one  that was writ-
ten (surely) by a coun-
try bumpkin: “I used 
to think when I was 
young, that girls were 
sweet as pie; now when 
I think of what I thunk; 
I think I thunk a lie.”  
We can do better than 
that, don’t you think? 
When we write about 
love, we pull emotions 
deeply from the heart. 
We want to express our 
warmest and purest ex-

pressions to those who 
are dearest. That’s what 
God did when He sent 
Jesus to show us what 
eternal love re-
ally is. He gave 
His best – His 
greatest gift-Je-
sus.

Paul writes 
about this 
unique love 
also in 1 Cor 13. 
“…love is the 
greatest of all 
these (virtues)”. 
Of all of the attributes a 
Christian can possess, 
love is of highest order. 

Wasn’t God’s eternal 
sacrifice proof that no 
greater gift could be giv-
en than “His only begot-

ten Son” to save 
a sinful, decay-
ing world?

Now this 
week florist 
world-wide will 
be their busi-
est – delivering 
flowers, can-
dy, balloons 
and other gifts 
with the “I Love 

You” notes attached. 
And many hearts will 
be soothed by hearing 

those special words of 
love as well. Hallmark 
probably counts Valen-
tine’s Day as one of the 
biggest ‘sellers’ of the 
year for them.  

No matter how we 
slice it, the greatest lover 
among us cannot come 
close to the eternal love 
of our God. The mea-
sure of God’s love for 
mankind is found in Ro-
mans 8. In fact, His love 
is so strong that it has 
erased death’s victory 
and sting in the lives of 
believers. “Where death 
is your victory? Where is 

your sting?” The Father’s 
love overshadowed 
death with Jesus’ sacri-
ficial death on the cross 
at Calvary. When Christ 
arose from the grave, 
death no longer had 
any grip on Him (or us). 
And it was all because of 
God’s eternal love. Jesus 
explained this love to 
Nicodemus (John 3:16).

So, if God is for us, 
who can be against 
us? For Christ is at the 
Father’s right hand in-
terceding for us. Well, 
then, ‘who can sepa-
rate us from the love of 

God?’ He has justified 
(just-as-if-I-had-never-
sinned) by His forgiving 
love. Therefore, absolute 
‘nothing shall separate 
us from the love of God 
that is in Christ Jesus our 
Lord!’ God’s eternal love 
is a guarantee for eternal 
security in His kingdom. 
Share this love with oth-
ers this week and God 
will bless you in special 
ways.   

Bill Crider is Chaplain of 
Minden Medical Center

Bill Crider

“And you were dead in 
your trespasses 
and sins, in which 
you formerly 
walked according 
to the course of this 
world, according 
to the prince of the 
power of the air, 
of the spirit that 
is now working in 
the sons of disobe-
dience.” Ephesians 
2:1-2  NASB 

 
Paul describes life before 

salvation in Christ as being 
spiritually dead.  
Without Christ a 
person walks in 
the ways of the 
world.  The word 
“walk” is used to 
describe one’s 
manner of life, 
one’s lifestyle, the 
overarching direc-
tion of one’s life.  
It describes one’s 
consistent pattern 
of daily thoughts, 

actions, and habits.  In verses 

2 and 3 Paul identifies three 
distinct forces that influence 
and drive a person’s worldly 
lifestyle.

 
Lord Jesus, while I former-

ly walked in my trespasses 
and sins, I desire to walk ac-
cording to Your Word.  Let 
my walk, my lifestyle, bring 
glory and honor to You.

Max Hutto is a Baptist Min-
ister and a resident of Minden.  
More information can be found 

at www.upwardlook.org.

THE UPWARD LOOK

Max Hutto

Joseph told the pha-
raoh there 
was to be 
a 7 year 
drought. Jo-
seph gath-
ered corn 
for the 7 
good years. 
His brothers 
in Canaan 
got hungry 
and went to Egypt to 

buy corn. They did not 
know Joseph, 
but Joseph knew 
them and forgave 
them for selling 
him as a slave.

He was always 
humble, always 
generous, and al-
ways obedient.

He filled their 
sacks with corn 

and put money in their 

sacks, but he accused 
them of being spies and 
kept one a prisoner un-
til they brought their 
youngest brother to see 
him. Benjamin was his 
only true brother.

To be continued... 

Mack Ford is a local resident 

of Webster Parish

The 4 Radicals, Forgiveness, Obedience, 
Generosity, Humility

LET NOT YOUR HEART BE TROUBLED

Walking in the Ways of the World

Mack Ford

Love is Eternal
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CROSSWORD 

CRYPTOQUIP On This Day In History
2002 - The trial of 
Slobodan Milošević 
begins at The 
Hague. The former 
President of Yugo-
slavia and Serbia 
died 4 years later, 
before the trial’s 
conclusion.

1994 - Edvard 
Munch’s “The 
Scream” is stolen. 
The iconic painting, 
one of a series of 
four, was recovered 
several months later.

1924 - George Ger-
shwin’s “Rhapsody 
in Blue” premieres. 
The piece is among 
Gershwin’s best-
known composi-

See, HISTORY, Page 12

FUN & GAMES
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SUDOKU

SAM AND SILO | JERRY DUMAS MOTHER GOOSE & GRIMM | MIKE PETERS

HI AND LOIS | BRIAN WALKER, GREG WALKER AND CHANCE BROWNE HAGAR THE HORRIBLE | CHRIS BROWNE

BEETLE BAILEY | MORT & GREG WALKER FUNKY WINKERBEAN | TOM BATIUK

BABY BLUES | RICK KIRKMAN AND JERRY SCOTT BLONDIE | DEAN YOUNG AND JOHN MARSHALL

COMICS 

tions and one of 
the most popular 
pieces of the sym-
phonic jazz genre.

1912 - The last 
Emperor of China 
abdicates at the 
age of 6. Puyi was 
expelled from the 
Forbidden City 
after a military 
coup in 1924. He 
died on October 
17, 1967 aged 61.

1909 - The Na-
tional Association 
for the Advance-
ment of Colored 
People is founded 
in the U.S. The 
NAACP is one 
of the oldest and 
most influential 
civil rights orga-
nizations in the 
United States.

Continued from Page 11
HISTORYWORD SLEUTH
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Classifieds PLACE YOUR AD TODAY
classifieds@press-herald.com

Classified 
Rates

Pricing is easy!

$7.75
Per Day - Up to 20 

words! Additional words 
are only 30¢ cents more!

Garage Sales
No word limit.

$11
One Day

$16.50
Two Days

Receive a FREE Garage Sale Kit 
with your two day ad!

*Garage Sale ads must be prepaid.

Deadlines
Ads

Line ads must be submitted 
by noon the day before 

publication. Display ads two 
days prior to publication.

Public Notices
Public notices must be submitted 
two days prior to publication date 
depending on the length. Notices 
may be emailed to classifieds@

press-herald.com

Payments
Cash, Checks, Billing

Real Estate Notice
“All real estate advertised herein is 

subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise any 

preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 

handicap, familial status, or national 
origin, or intention to make any such 

preference, limitation, or discrimination. 
We will not knowingly accept any 

advertising for real estate, which is in 
violation of  the law. All persons are 
hereby informed that all dwellings 

advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

Grow Your 
Business

Call Courtney to place your ad!

PLACE 
YOUR AD 
TODAY!
377-1866

Classified line ads are published Tuesday through Saturday in the Minden Press-Herald, Bossier Press-Tribune and online at www.press-herald.com

SHERIFF’S 
SALE 

WELLS FARGO 
BANK NA

VS.
RONALD LEROY 

DAVIS AND 
CHERYL LARA-

INE DAVIS

In the Twen-
ty-Sixth Judicial 
District Court of 
Webster Parish, 
Louisiana, No. 
78356.
By virtue of a 
WRIT OF SEI-
ZURE AND SALE 
issued out of the 
T w e n t y - S i x t h 
Judicial District 
Court of Webster 
Parish, Louisi-
ana, in the above 
styled and num-
bered suit and 
to me directed, I 
have seized and 
taken into my 
possession and 
will offer for sale 
at public auction 
to the last and 
highest bidder 
for cash WITH-
OUT the benefit 
of appraisement 
and according to 
law at the princi-
pal  front door of 
the Courthouse in 
the City of Mind-
en, Webster Par-
ish, Louisiana on
W E D N E S D AY, 
February 17, 
2021 
During the legal 
sale hours, the 
following property, 
to wit:
Lot No. Two-Hun-
dred Thirty-Seven 
(237), EAST SIDE 
SUBDIVISION, 
NO. THREE (3), a 
subdivision locat-
ed in Springhill, 
Webster Parish, 
Louisiana, shown 
by map and plat 
thereof filed of re-
cord in Map Book 
2, Page 107, to-
gether with all 
i m p r o v e m e n t s 
thereon and all 
rights thereto be-
longing; subject 
to restrictions, 
servitudes, rights-
of-way and out-
standing mineral 
rights of record 
affecting the prop-
erty.
SOLD SUBJECT 
TO ANY SUPE-
RIOR LIENS, 
M O R T G A G E S 
OR PRIVILEGES 
THERETO. 
Said property 
seized is that of 
the defendant and 
will be sold to sat-
isfy a judgment 
rendered in our 
Honorable Court. 
JASON R. PARK-
ER 
Sheriff & Ex-Offi-
cio Auctioneer
Webster Parish, 
Louisiana 
Linda Vaughan - 
Deputy
January 15, 2021
February 12, 2021
Minden Press-Herald

 
 
I Bennie Jackson 
#394886 have ap-
plied for clemency 
for my conviction 
of aggravated as-
sault by drive by 
shooting
February 5, 2021
February 9, 2021
February 12, 2021
Minden Press-Herald
 

ADVERTISE-
MENT FOR BIDS

Sealed proposals 
will be received 
by the Webster 
Parish School 
Board, Attn: John-
ny Rowland, Jr., 
by hand-delivery, 
at 1442 Sheppard 
Street, Minden, 
Louisiana, by mail 
to the Webster 
Parish School 
Board, ATTN: 
Johnny Rowland,  
P. O. Box 520, 
Minden, Louisi-
ana 71058, 
Or electronically 
at www.central-
bidding.com  until 
2:00 p.m. on Mon-
day, March 08, 
2021 for the sale 
of the following 
property: 
215 N. Middle 
Landing 
Minden, LA  
71055
(Old Stewart Ele-
mentary Site)
Precisely at the 
above time and 
place, all propos-
als in hand will be 
publicly opened 
and read aloud 
and any pro-
posals received 
subsequent to 
the opening will 
be returned un-
opened.  Gen-
eral Conditions 
and Instructions 
to Bidders, a plat 
and description of 
the property, and 
Bid Form may 
be acquired from 
Webster Parish 
School Board, 
1442 Sheppard 
Street, Minden, 
Louisiana or by 
contacting Ter-
ric W. Ferguson, 
telephone number 
(318) 377-7052.
Arrangements to 
inspect the prop-
erty may be made 
with Jeff Franklin, 
by telephone at 
(318) 377-7052.
Minimum accept-
able bid for the 
site is HIGHEST 
A C C E P TA B L E 
BID
Award of the 
purchase will be 
made to the high-
est bidder at or 
over the minimum 
acceptable bid 
subject to accep-
tance and approv-
al by the Webster 
Parish School 
Board.
The Board re-
serves the right to 
reject any and all 
bids.
WEBSTER PAR-
ISH SCHOOL 

BOARD		
JOHNNY ROW-
LAND, JR. 
SUPERINTEN-
DENT
February 12, 2021
February 19, 2021
February 26, 2021
March 5, 2021
Minden Press-Herald
 
Notice of Viola-
tion / Tier 2 Pub-
lic Notification 
of Non-Compli-
ance Chlorine 

Treatment Tech-
nique (TT) Viola-
tion Community 
Water System 
Central Water 
System PWS 

ID #LA1119003 
WEBSTER 

Parish 
By direct mail or 
hand delivery to 
each customer as 
soon as possible, 
but no later than 
30 days from re-
ceipt of this letter. 
Part XII of the 
Louisiana State 
Sanitary Code 
(LAC 51:XII) re-
quires the no-
tice include the 
following state-
ments [only those 
statements locat-
ed between the 
lines of asterisks 
(****) below and 
preceded by an 
arrow (>)]. Those 
words in italic 
print must not be 
amended and 
must be printed in 
the notice exactly 
as stated below: 
The Central Wa-
ter System is 
currently in viola-
tion of the treat-
ment technique 
requirements for 
minimum residual 
disinfectant lev-
el as set forth by 
the State (Part XII 
of the Louisiana 
State Sanitary 
Code). Although 
this incident is not 
an emergency, as 
our customers, 
you have a right 
to know what hap-
pened and what 
we are doing to 
correct this situa-
tion. 
The Louisiana 
Department of 
Health (LDH) has 
determined that 
the presence of 
microbiological 
contaminants is 
a health concern 
at certain levels 
of exposure and 
requires the dis-
infection of drink-
ing water to kill 
disease-causing 
organisms. Inad-
equately treated 
water may con-
tain disease caus-
ing organisms. 
These organisms 
include bacte-
ria, viruses, and 
parasites which 
can cause symp-
toms such as 
nausea, cramps, 
diarrhea, and as-
sociated head-
aches. These 
symptoms, how-
ever, are not just 

associated with 
d i s e a s e - c a u s -
ing organisms 
in drinking wa-
ter, but also may 
be caused by a 
number of factors 
other than your 
drinking water. 
LDH has set en-
forceable require-
ments for treating 
drinking water to 
reduce the risk 
of these adverse 
health effects. 
Treatment such 
as filtering and 
disinfecting the 
water removes 
and destroys 
microbiological 
c o n t a m i n a n t s . 
Drinking water 
which is treated 
to meet LDH re-
quirements is as-
sociated with little 
to none of this risk 
and should be 
considered safe. 
We are required 
to monitor your 
water for the re-
sidual disinfec-
tant level. This 
tells us whether 
we are effectively 
treating the wa-
ter supply. During 
the compliance 
monitoring peri-
ods of (11/1/2020) 
t h r o u g h 
( 11 / 3 0 / 2 0 2 0 ) , 
and (12/1/2020) 
t h r o u g h 
(12/31/2020), the 
Central Water 
System failed to 
provide the min-
imum residual 
disinfectant lev-
el in the treated 
water supplied to 
customers. The 
violation occurred 
because the treat-
ed water chlorine 
residual was less 
than 0.5 milli-
grams per liter in 
over five percent 
of the samples 
collected in the 
water system in 
two consecutive 
months. 
You do not need 
to boil your water 
or take other cor-
rective actions. 
However, if you 
have specific 
health concerns, 
consult your doc-
tor. 
Please share this 
information with 
all the other peo-
ple who drink this 
water, especially 
those who may 
not have received 
this notice directly 
(for example, peo-
ple in apartments, 
nursing homes, 
schools, and busi-
nesses). You can 
do this by post-
ing this notice in 
a public place or 
distributing copies 
by hand or mail. 
In addition, speci-
fy the steps being 
taken to comply, 
as well as when 
the water system 
expects to return 
to compliance, 
must also be in-
cluded in this no-

tice. 
Samuel Mims 
840-3024 For 
more information, 
please contact 
[name of contact] 
at Samuel Mims 
840-3024. 
This notice is be-
ing sent to you 
by Central Water 
System PWS ID# 
LA1119003. Date 
distributed:  
February 12, 2021
Minden Press-Herald
 

PROCEED-
ING OF THE 
VILLAGE OF 

HEFLIN, STATE 
OF LOUISIANA, 
TAKEN IN REG-
ULAR MEETING 
HELD ON FEB-
RUARY 4, 2021

The Heflin Town 
Council met at 
Town Hall, Heflin, 
Louisiana begin-
ning at 7:45 p.m. 
with the following 
members pres-
ent: Mayor Todd 
Leake council 
members Matt 
Austin, Hallie 
DeMoss, Ralph 
James, Chief 
of Police Paul 
Migues, Water 
System Operator 
Jesse William-
son, Village Clerk 
Sherry Limosne-
ro, and members 
of the public. 
The meeting 
was opened with 
prayer offered by 
Matt Austin and 
Ralph James led 
the Pledge of Al-
legiance.  Mayor 
Todd Leake wel-
comed everyone 
to the meeting.          
Upon motion by 
Matt Austin and 
duly seconded by 
Hallie DeMoss, 
the council ad-
opted the Minutes 
from January 7, 
2021 at Council 
Regular Meeting 
held on February 
7, 2021 as pre-
sented; the mo-
tion was approved 
unanimously. 
Hallie DeMoss 
moved to accept 
the January, 2021 
Operating Finan-
cial Statements 
as presented; 
the motion was 
duly seconded 
by Ralph James. 
The motion was 
approved unani-
mously.
Upon motion by 
Ralph James and 
duly seconded 
by Matt Austin, 
the council unan-
imously approved 
Water System 
Report for Janu-
ary 7, 2021.
Matt Austin 
moved to ac-
cept the January, 
2021 Police De-
partment Report 
as presented; 
the motion was 
duly seconded by 
Hallie DeMoss.  
The motion was 
approved unani-
mously.

  Hallie DeMoss 
moved to adopt 
the Law Office 
of Christopher 
Stahl as Village 
Attorney for 2021 
as presented: 
the motion was 
duly seconded 
by Ralph James.  
The motion was 
approved unani-
mously.
Ralph James 
moved to accept 
Wise, Martin, & 
Cole LLC, as the 
Village of Heflin’s 
Official Auditor for 
2021.  The motion 
was duly second-
ed by Matt Aus-
tin as presented; 
the motion was 
approved unani-
mously.
 Upon motion by 
Matt Austin and 
duly seconded by 
Hallie DeMoss, 
the council unan-
imously adopt-
ed Always Best 
Quality Mainte-
nance LLC, as 
the Village of He-
flin landscaper for 
2021.
Hallie DeMoss 
move to accept 
Minden Press 
Herald as the Vil-
lage of Heflin’s 
Official Journal for 
2021.  The motion 
was duly sec-
onded by Ralph 
James as pre-
sented; the mo-
tion was approved 
unanimously.
Council com-
ments were 
heard, public 
comments were 
heard.  There 
being no further 
business to come 
before this Coun-
cil, meeting ad-
journed by Coun-
cil Member Matt 
Austin.
Attest by:
Sherry Limosnero
Village Clerk,
February 12, 2021
Minden Press-Herald
 

AUCTIONS

BDI II, LLC 
( 3 1 8 - 3 7 7 -
9733) owner of 
East 80 Stor-
age, Located 
at 14963 East 
Hwy 80, Mind-
en and Sibley 
Self Storage 
will have an 
auction to take 
place on www. 
S to rageAuc -
tions.com end-
ing on Febru-
ary 26, 2021 at 
10:15am East 
80 - #140 Chey-
anne Walk-
er - Speak-
er, 2 chest, 2 
desk, #153 
Earnest Haw-
kins - Heater, 
Tv, table, tool-
box with tools, 
speaker 
TNT, LLC own-
er of German-
town Storage, 
(318-377-9733) 
located at 609 
G e r m a n t o w n 
Rd., Minden, 
will have an 
auction to take 
place on www.
s t o r a g e a u c -
tions.com end-
ing on Febru-
ary 26, 2021 at 
10:00am #65 
Kayla Jacobs - 
portable punch-
ing bag, couch, 

SMALL SMALL 
ADS  ADS  
DO DO 

SELL!SELL!
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end tables, 
lamps, mat-
tress.

REAL ESTATE

TIMBERLAND 
BID SALE Feb 
25th, six tracts 
in Claiborne 
Parish, Call or 
Text John Bray 
318 927-5634 
or email to 
fms_llc@att.net 
for bid pack-
age. 

SERVICES

DO YOU 
NEED AN 
ALL AROUND 
HANDYMAN? 
CALL OR 
TEXT TERRY 
318-268-9567! 
NO JOB TOO 
BIG OR TOO 
SMALL! 

EMPLOYMENT

LOOKING TO 
HIRE 3 part-
time employ-
ees. Must have 
a love for chil-
dren. Experi-
ence preferred 
but will train the 
right person. 
Pick up appli-
cation at City 
on a Hill Learn-
ing Center Of-
fice. 
PART TIME 
CLERK to per-
form office and 
clerical du-
ties. Village of 
Doyline. Email 
resume to 
doylineclerk@
gmail.com 

HOMES FOR 
SALE

417 WEBB 
COURT By 
owner. 3br 3ba, 
exercise room, 
completely re-
modeled, hard-
wood floors, 
office 501-352-
2393. 
E X C L U S I V E 
SUBDIVISION 
4br 3.5ba on 
small lake. 
3 , 9 0 0 s q f t 
2 acre lot. 
$424,000. 1029 
Ridgewood Cir-
cle. 318-453-
7440. 

A t t o r -
neys	
Applying for 
Social Security 
Disability or Ap-
pealing a Denied 
Claim? Call Bill 
Gordon & As-
soc., Social Se-
curity Disability 
Attorneys, 1-844-
883-2045 FREE 
Consul tat ions. 
Local Attorneys 
Nationwide [Mail: 
2420 N St NW, 
Washington DC. 
Office: Broward 
Co. (TX/NM Bar)] 
(LA-SCAN)

B u s i n e s s 
O p p o r t u n i -
ties	
Become a Pub-
lished Author. 
We want to Read 
Your Book! Dor-
rance Publish-
ing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 
1920 Book man-
uscript submis-
sions currently 
being reviewed.  
Comprehensive 
Services Consul-
tation, Produc-
tion, Promotion 
and Distribution 
Call for your 
FREE Author’s 
Guide 1-866-
593-1492 or visit 
http://dorrancein-
fo.com/lapress 
(LA-SCAN)

E d u c a -
tion	
COMPUTER & 
IT TRAINING 
P R O G R A M !  
Train ONLINE to 
get the skills to 
become a Com-
puter & Help 
Desk Profession-
al now!  Grants 
and Scholarships 
available for cer-
tain programs for 
qualified appli-
cants.  Call CTI 
for details! 1-855-
471-2636 (M-F 
8am-6pm ET) 
(LA-SCAN)

Flexible Health-
care Career 
Training, Medical 
Billing and Cod-
ing Program. Call 
Now For Informa-
tion: 1-866-746-
4143 (LA-SCAN)

TRAIN Online 
To DO MEDI-
CAL BILLING. 
Become a Med-
ical Office Pro-
fessional on-
line at CTI! Get 
Trained, Certified 
& ready to work 
in months. Call 
1-866-350-4447. 
(M-F 8am-6pm 
ET) (LA-SCAN)

Financial Ser-
vices	
ARE YOU BE-
HIND $10k 
OR MORE ON 
YOUR TAXES? 
Stop wage & 
bank levies, liens 
& audits, un-
filed tax returns, 
payroll issues, 
& resolve tax 
debt FAST. Call 
1-855-832-2310 
(LA-SCAN)

Denied Credit?? 
Work to Repair 
Your Credit Re-
port With The 
Trusted Leader 
in Credit Repair. 
Call Lexington 
Law for a FREE 
credit report sum-
mary & credit re-
pair consultation. 
1-855-527-0217. 
John C. Heath, 
Attorney at Law, 
PLLC, dba Lex-
ington Law Firm 
(LA-SCAN)

Have 10K in 
Debt? Credit 
Cards. Medical 
Bills. Personal 
Loans. Be Debt 
Free in 24-48 
Months. Call NA-
TIONAL DEBT 

RELIEF! Know 
Your Options. 
Get a FREE debt 
relief quote; Call 
1-844-290-9978 
(LA-SCAN)

Over $10K in 
debt? Be debt 
free in 24-48 
months. Pay 
nothing to en-
roll. Call Nation-
al Debt Relief at 
1-855-794-1033 
(LA-SCAN)

SAVE YOUR 
HOME! Are you 
behind paying 
your MORT-
GAGE? Denied 
a Loan Modifica-
tion? Threatened 
with FORECLO-
SURE? Call the 
H o m e o w n e r ’ s 
Relief Line now 
for HELP! 1-866-
470-1641 (LA-
SCAN)

For Sale	
ENJOY 100% 
guaranteed, de-
livered to-the-
door Omaha 
Steaks!  Get 
4 FREE Pork 
Chops and 4 
FREE CHICK-
EN BREAST Or-
der the Omaha 
Steaks Classic 
- ONLY $129.99.  
Call 1-844-897-
8143 and use 
code 66762SXC 
or visit www.
omahas teaks .
com/dinner702 
(LA-SCAN)

HughesNet Sat-
ellite Internet 
25mbps starting 
at $49.99 per 
month! Get More 
Data   FREE 
Off-Peak Data. 
FAST download 
speeds. Wi-Fi 
built in!  FREE 
Standard Instal-
lation for lease 
customers! Lim-
ited Time, Call 
1-844-253-8788 
(LA-SCAN)

H u g h e s N e t 
Satellite Inter-
net FOR BUSI-
NESS. 25mbps 
for just $69.99 
per month!  Get 
More Data FREE 
Off-Peak Data. 
Built-in Wi-Fi for 
wireless devic-
es. FREE Stan-
dard Installation. 
CALL 1-877-573-
7981 (LA-SCAN)
Pittman & Da-
vis Mixed-fruit 
medley for the 
Holidays! Give 
the gift of Win-
ter Sunshine! 6 
Rio Ruby Red 
Gems. 4 Tiny 
Tim Navels. 6 
Mini Fuji Apples. 
Call NOW and 
SAVE 33% OFF. 
Pay just $19.99. 
FREE Shipping! 
Call 1-844-922-
1799 to order 
item MXSP and 
mention code 
PNVH-E143 for 
savings or visit 
P i t tmanDav is .
com/ pittmanda-
vis.com/ME143 
(LA-SCAN)

Put on your TV 
Ears and hear 
TV with un-
matched clarity. 

TV Ears Original 
were originally 
$129.95 - NOW 
WITH THIS SPE-
CIAL OFFER are 
only $59.95 with 
code MCB59! 
Call 1-855-935-
3524 (LA-SCAN)

Two great new 
offers from AT&T 
Wireless! Ask 
how to get the 
new iPhone 11 or 
Next Generation 
Samsung Galaxy 
S10e ON US with 
AT&T’s Buy one, 
Give One offer. 
While supplies 
last! CALL 1-866-
393-0713 (LA-
SCAN)

Viasat Satellite 
Internet Up to 
12 mbps Plans 
Starting at $30 
per month. Our 
Fastest Speeds 
(up to 50mbps) 
& Unlimited Data 
Plans start at 
$100 per month. 
Call Viasat today! 
1-855-801-0860 
(LA-SCAN)

WE SHOP, YOU 
SAVE on your 
Medicare Sup-
plement Insur-
ance! Call 1-844-
885-9650 today 
to compare Medi-
care benefits and 
costs from up to 
20 top-rated car-
riers. Receive the 
best option for 
you.  (LA-SCAN)

Health and Well-
ness	
ATTENTION DI-
ABETICS!   Save 
money on your 
diabetic supplies!  
C o n v e n i e n t 
home shipping 
for monitors, test 
strips, insulin 
pumps, catheters 
and more!  To 
learn more, call 
now!  1-888-723-
9462 (LA-SCAN)

Attention: Oxy-
gen Users! Gain 
freedom with a 
Portable Oxygen 
Concen t ra to r ! 
No more heavy 
tanks and refills! 
Guaranteed Low-
est Prices! Call 
Oxygen Con-
centrator Store: 
1-855-382-4168 
(LA-SCAN)

FREE MEDI-
CARE SUPPLE-
MENT QUOTES! 
Top Providers. 
Excellent Cover-
age. Call for no 
obligation quote 
to see how much 
you can save. 
1-877-326-0344 
(LA-SCAN)

One Press of a 
button sends help 
FAST, 24/7! At 
home on the go. 
Mobile Pendant 
with GPS. FREE 
First Aid Kit (with 
s u b s c r i p t i o n ) 
Call 1-877-626-
0996 for a FREE 
Brochure.   (LA-
SCAN)

SelectQuote is 
dedicated to find-
ing a Medicare 
plan right for you 
and your wallet. 

Call 1-844-668-
3694 today and 
receive a free 
quote from one of 
our multiple carri-
ers (LA-SCAN)

Stay in your 
home longer 
with an American 
Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive 
up to $1,500 off, 
including free toi-
let, and lifetime 
warranty on the 
tub and installa-
tion! Call 1-877-
318-1753 or 
visit www.walkin-
tubquote.com/LA 
(LA-SCAN)

Still paying too 
much for your 
MEDICATION? 
Save up to 90% 
on RX refill! Or-
der today and 
receive free ship-
ping on 1st or-
der - prescription 
required. Call 
1-855-978-2676 
(LA-SCAN)

VIAGRA and 
CIALIS USERS! 
50 Pills SPECIAL 
$99.00 FREE 
Shipping! 100% 
g u a r a n t e e d . 
CALL NOW! 
1-855-403-6345 
(LA-SCAN)

Home and Gar-
den	
B A T H R O O M 
RENOVATIONS 
EASY ONE DAY 
updates! We 
specialize in safe 
bathing. Grab 
bars, no slip 
flooring & seated 
showers. Call for 
a FREE in-home 
c o n s u l t a t i o n . 
1-855-238-1870 
(LA-SCAN)

Eliminate gutter 
cleaning forever 
with LeafFilter, 
the most ad-
vanced debris 
blocking gut-
ter protection. 
Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 
Call 1-866-846-
0785 (LA-SCAN)

The bathroom 
of your dreams 
for as little as 
$149per month! 
BCI Bath & 
Shower. Many 
options available. 
Quality materials 
& professional in-
stallation. Senior 
& Military Dis-
counts Available. 
Limited Time Of-
fer - FREE virtual 
in-home consul-
tation now and 
SAVE 15%! Call 
Today! 1-866-
806-5009 (LA-
SCAN)

Home Ser-
vices	
$59.99 per 
month DIRECTV 
Special. 155+ 
Channels, HBO 
for 12 months 
and 3 months of 
Premium Movie 
Channels! Whole 
Home GENIE HD 
DVR! Call Now! 
1-888-498-4312 
(LA-SCAN)

AT&T Internet. 
Starting at $40 

per month with 
12-month agree-
ment. Includes 
1 TB of data per 
month. Get More 
For Your High-
Speed Internet 
Thing. Ask us 
how to bundle 
and SAVE! Geo 
& svc restric-
tions apply. Call 
us today 1-866-
282-4680.  (LA-
SCAN)

AT&T TV - The 
Best of Live & 
O n - D e m a n d 
On All Your Fa-
vorite Screens. 
CHOICE Pack-
age, $64.99 per 
month plus taxes 
for 12 months. 
Premium Chan-
nels at No 
Charge for One 
Year! Anytime, 
anywhere. Some 
restrictions apply. 
With 24-month. 
agreement TV 
price higher in 
2nd year. Re-
gional Sports Fee 
up to $8.49 per 
month.is extra & 
applies. Call IVS 
1-833-317-1353 
(LA-SCAN)

A T T E N T I O N 
H O M E O W N -
ERS! If you have 
water damage to 
your home and 
need cleanup 
services, call us! 
We’ll get in and 
work with your in-
surance agency 
to get your home 
repaired and 
your life back to 
normal ASAP! 
Call 1-888-706-
1445 (LA-SCAN)

BEST SATEL-
LITE TV with 2 
Year Price Guar-
antee! $59.99 
per month with 
190 channels 
and 3 months 
FREE Premium 
Movie Channels! 
FREE next day 
installation! Call 
1-844-284-8095 
(LA-SCAN)

DIRECTV NOW 
NO Satellite 
Needed. $40 per 
month. 65 Chan-
nels. Stream 
Breaking News, 
Live Events, 
Sports & On De-
mand Titles. No 
Annual Contract. 
No Commitment. 
CALL 1-844-246-
2428 (LA-SCAN)

DIRECTV - 
Switch and 
Save! $49.99 
per month. Se-
lect All-Included 
Package. 155 
Channels. 1000s 
of Shows/Mov-
ies On Demand. 
FREE Genie HD 
DVR Upgrade. 
Premium movie 
channels, FREE 
for 3 months! Call 
1-866-734-0452 
(LA-SCAN)

DISH NETWORK 
$59.99 for 190 
Channels! Blaz-
ing Fast Inter-
net, $19.99 per 
month. (where 
a v a i l a b l e . ) 
Switch & Get a 
FREE $100 Visa 

Gift Card. FREE 
Voice Remote. 
FREE HD DVR. 
FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devic-
es. Call today! 
1-855-654-8207 
(LA-SCAN)

DISH NETWORK 
$59.99 for 190 
Channels! Blaz-
ing Fast Inter-
net, $19.99 per 
month. (where 
a v a i l a b l e . ) 
Switch & Get a 
FREE $100 Visa 
Gift Card. FREE 
Voice Remote. 
FREE HD DVR. 
FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devic-
es. Call today! 
1-855-721-4040 
(LA-SCAN)

Earthlink High 
Speed inter-
net. As Low 
As $14.95 per 
month (for the 
first 3 months) 
Reliable High 
Speed Fiber Op-
tic Technology. 
Stream Videos, 
Music and More! 
Call Earthlink To-
day! 1-866-794-
6858 (LA-SCAN)

High-Speed In-
ternet. We in-
stantly compare 
speed, pricing, 
availability to 
find the best 
service for your 
needs. Starting 
at $39.99 per 
month! Quickly 
compare offers 
from top provid-
ers. Call 1-844-
222-6843 (LA-
SCAN)

HughesNet - Fi-
nally, super-fast 
internet no mat-
ter where you 
live. 25 Mbps 
just $59.99 per 
month! Unlimit-
ed Data is Here. 
Stream Video. 
Bundle TV & In-
ternet. Free In-
stallation.  Call 
1-855-723-9424 
(LA-SCAN)

HughesNet Sat-
ellite Internet - 
25mbps starting 
at $49.99 per 
month! Get More 
Data   FREE 
Off-Peak Data. 
FAST download 
speeds. Wi-Fi 
built in!  FREE 
Standard Instal-
lation for lease 
customers! Lim-
ited Time, Call 
1-844-811-7274 
(LA-SCAN)

NEED NEW 
F L O O R I N G ? 
Call Empire To-
day to schedule 
a FREE in-home 
estimate on Car-
peting & Floor-
ing. Call Today! 
1-844-275-9869 
(LA-SCAN)

Secure your 
home with Vivint 
Smart Home 
technology. Call 
1-888-894-0402 
to learn how you 
can get a profes-
sionally installed 
security system 
with $0 activation 
(LA-SCAN)

The weather is in-
creasingly unpre-
dictable. Be pre-
pared for power 
outages. FREE 
7-Year extended 
warranty ($695 
value!) Sched-
ule your FREE 
in-home assess-
ment today! Call 
1-888-718-6060. 
Special Financ-
ing for qualified 
customers.   (LA-
SCAN)

I n s u r -
ance	
A T T E N T I O N 
SMALL BUSI-
NESS OWN-
ERS!  Are you 
protected in 
case of property 
damage or if you 
have an interrup-
tion in service 
due to a property 
event?  Business 
Owner Property 
insurance IS AF-
FORDABLE and 
WILL PROTECT 
YOU when the 
unexpected hap-
pens!  For free 
quote, call 1-877-
370-3233 (M-F 
7:30am-9:30pm 
ET) (LA-SCAN)

AUTO INSUR-
ANCE START-
ING AT $49 PER 
MONTH! Call 
1-844-430-4651 
for your free rate 
comparison to 
see how much 
you can save!  
(LA-SCAN)

DENTAL IN-
SURANCE from 
Physicians Mu-
tual Insurance 
Company. NOT 
just a discount 
plan, REAL cov-
erage for (350) 
procedures. Call 
1-855-268-0108 
for details. www.
d e n t a l 5 0 p l u s .
c o m / m o r n i n g 
6118-0219 (LA-
SCAN)

SAVE BIG ON 
HOME INSUR-
ANCE! Compare 
20 A-Rated in-
surance compa-
nies. Get a quote 
within minutes. 
Average sav-
ings of $444 per 
year! Call 1-877-
533-3917 (Mon-
day-Friday 8am-
8pm Central) 
(LA-SCAN)

Medical Equip-
ment 	
AT T E N T I O N : 
OXYGEN US-
ERS! The NEW 
Inogen One G5. 
1-6 flow settings. 
Designed for 
24-hour oxygen 
use. Compact 
and Lightweight. 
Get a FREE Info 
kit today. 1-855-
874-9438 (LA-
SCAN)

M o b i l e H e l p , 
America’s Pre-
mier Mobile Med-
ical Alert System. 
Whether you are 
home or away. 
For safety and 
peace of mind. 
NO LONG TERM 
CONTRACTS! 
Free Brochure! 
Call Today! 
1-855-411-0949 

(LA-SCAN)

Portable Oxygen 
C o n c e n t r a t o r 
May Be Covered 
by Medicare! 
Reclaim Inde-
pendence and 
mobility with the 
compact design 
and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen 
One. For a FREE 
information kit 
call 1-855-636-
1667 (LA-SCAN)

Attention: Auto 
Injury Victims. 
If you have suf-
fered a serious 
injury in an auto 
accident, Call 
US! Our attor-
neys have the 
experience to 
get you the full 
compensa t i on 
you deserve! Call 
Now: 1-877-920-
9734 (LA-SCAN)

Become a pub-
lished author! 
P u b l i c a t i o n 
sold at all major 
secular & spe-
cialty Christian 
bookstores. Call 
Christian Faith 
Publishing for 
your FREE au-
thor submission 
kit. 1-877-497-
3255 (LA-SCAN)

BECOME A 
PUBLISHED AU-
THOR! We edit, 
print, and dis-
tribute your work 
internationally. 
We do the work; 
you reap the RE-
WARDS! Call for 
a FREE Author’s 
Submission Kit. 
1-877-287-9291 
(LA-SCAN)

DISCOUNT AIR 
TRAVEL Call 
Flight Services 
for best pric-
ing on domestic 
& international 
flights inside and 
from the US.  
Serving United, 
Delta, American 
& Southwest air-
lines.  Call for 
free quote now!  
Have travel dates 
ready!  1-855-
409-1120 (LA-
SCAN)

DONATE YOUR 
CAR TRUCK OR 
BOAT TO HERI-
TAGE FOR THE 
BLIND. FREE 
3 Day Vacation, 
Tax Deductible, 
Free Towing. All 
Paperwork Tak-
en Care Of. Call 
1-844-605-9298 
(LA-SCAN)

Donate your car, 
truck, or van. 
Help veterans 
find jobs or start 
a business. Call 
Patriotic Hearts 
Foundation. Fast, 
FREE pick-up. 
Max tax-deduc-
tion. Operators 
are standing by! 
Call 1-866-934-
5706 (LA-SCAN)

I N V E N T O R S 
- FREE INFOR-
MATION PACK-
AGE have your 
product idea 
developed af-
fordably by the 
Research & De-
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