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Deputies bust Texas
man with drugs
during traffic stop

WILL PHILLIPS
Minden Press-Herald

A typical traffic stop
for improper lane usage
turned into a drug bust
for the Webster Parish
Sheriff’s Office after they
arrested one Micha Pow-
ell, 42, of
New Bos-
ton, Tex-
as, on the
charges
of posses-
sion of a
schedule |
I and IV ¥
substances POWELL
with intent
to distribute and posses-
sion of controlled dan-
gerous substances in the
presence of a minor. The
bust turned up a bag con-
taining nearly 90 grams of
crystal meth and over 90
Xanax bars.

After witnessing Powell
crossing over the center
line while crossing the
railroad tracks on east
Porterville Road, a Lieu-

Deputies recovered drugs, money and a scale during

the arrest of Micha Powell.

tenant from the Webster
Parish  Sheriff’s  Office
pulled Powell over and
asked him to step out of
the vehicle.

“As he exited the vehicle,
he began to pat his pock-
ets and then stated, ‘man
I have a knife,” the arrest
report read. “I asked him
to place the knife on the
hood of the car. He stated
he had another one in his
pocket, which he also put
on the car”

The arrest report de-
scribes that as the Lieu-
tenant explained the rea-
son for the stop, Powell
appeared nervous, stating
“Powell was shaking pro-
fusely and paced back and
forth as we talked.

Present in the vehicle at
the time was a female the
booking report refers to as
Powell’s girlfriend as well
as their five year old child.

The Lieutenant asked
them if there was any-
thing illegal in the car, to

See, BUST, Page 3
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City could plug budget
holes with federal money

WILL PHILLIPS
Minden Press-Herald

It’s the time of year again where
the Minden City Council is tasked
with assessing the upcoming
year’s budget and making any
changes necessary to keep ev-
erything balanced. This year, the
City is $2.3 million over budget,
meaning the city council is tasked
with finding additional sources of
revenue or figuring out what the
city can do without for the next
year.

During the first workshop, the
council, mayor and acting city
clerk went through every page of

the budget, deliberating anything
that wasn’t a necessity. The heads
of various departments through-
out the city were present in order
to explain their requests for the
upcoming year, which was met
with scrutiny from the council as
they attempted to make a dent in
the $2.3 million that they had to
rein in.

One way the council did this
was by changing some outright
purchases of vehicles and equip-
ment to lease purchases. Not to be
confused with a lease option, this
would still allow the city to own

See, BUDGET, Page 2

Abortion
limiting
bills pass
La. House

KATHLEEN PEPPO
LSU Manship School News Service

BATON ROUGE--The
House passed three bills
Wednesday to limit access to
abortion.

Two of the bills--one by
Rep. Ray-
mond Crews,
R-Shreve-
port, and
one by Rep.
Julie Emer-
son, R-Lafay-
ette--would
make it man-
datory to re-
port  more
information
regarding
abortions
to the Lou-
isiana De-
partment of
Health than
EMERSON is  currently

required.

The third,
by Rep. Beryl Amedee,
R-Houma, would require
doctors to tell women who
have begun the process of
a chemical abortion that a
potential reversal procedure
after the first pill in a series
of two exists.

After each of the three rep-
resentatives presented their
bills, Rep. Mandie Landry,
D-New Orleans, asked, “Has
LDH asked you to file this
bill?”

Each ofthe three answered
no. The Health Department
did not voice opposition
to or support for any of the
bills.

Amedee’s bill, which she
referred to as the “Abortion
Pill Reversal Disclosure Act,’

See, ABORTION, Page 3
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FCC taking applications for broadband assistance

EMILY WOOD
LSU Manship School News Service

BATON ROUGE--The
Federal Communications
Commission began tak-
ing applications Wednes-
day for the Emergency
Broadband Benefit, a pro-
gram to help American
families and individuals
struggling to afford in-
ternet service during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

The program will pro-

vide a discount of up to
$50 per month for quali-
fying households and $75
per month for qualifying
households on Tribal
lands. The discount will
go towards broadband
service.

Qualifying households
also may receive an ad-
ditional $100 discount
to purchase a desktop
computer, laptop or tab-
let from a provider that
agrees to pay at least $10

and less than $50 of the
cost.

“We can flip a switch
right now and everybody
can have all the internet
they need, but that does
not mean everyone can
get it because they can-
not afford it,” said Leslie
Durham, chair of Broad-
band for Everyone in Lou-
isiana.

In Louisiana’s Legis-
lature, House Bill 465, to
auction off parts of the

allocated 4.9 GHz in Lou-
isiana, is awaiting final
passage in the Senate.
If passed, the bill would
allow a winning bidder
a three-year trial period
with the high-speed spec-
trum.

The spectrum, along
with the discount from
the FCC, will provide fast-
er internet service to peo-
ple in Louisiana’s rural

communities.

“Broadband is vital to

the successful heath of
our rural communities,’
said Durham. “What we
are doing if we cut our-
selves short with broad-
band is deciding what
community dies and what
community lives. “

A household can quali-
fy for the FCC’s discount if
it meets at least one of the
following criteria:

Has an income that is at
or below 135% of the fed-
eral poverty guidelines or

participates in certain as-
sistance programs, such
as SNAP, Medicaid or
Lifeline;

Is approved to receive
benefits under the free
and reduced-price school
lunch program or the
school breakfast program
in the 2019-2020 or 2020-
2021 school year;

Received a Federal Pell
Grant during the current
award year;

See, HELP, Page 3

LEGISLATURE

New civics requirement?

B Education
bills advance

in La. House

EMILY WOOD
LSU Manship School News Service

BATON ROUGE-Two
bills that were met with
backlashes in the House
Education Commit-
tee still advanced on
Wednesday to the House
floor. House Bill 352,
authored by Rep. Vala-
rie Hodges, R-Denham
Springs, would require
the teaching of the Decla-
ration of Independence,
the U.S. Constitution,
the Federalist Papers, the
Gettysburg Address and
the concepts of national
sovereignty, = American
exceptionalism, global-
ism and immigration
policy.It would retain
present law to teach
civics as a prerequisite
for high school gradua-
tion, but these concepts
and documents would
be mandated in civics
classes.The bill has been
controversial, and it be-
came even more SO on
Wednesday when some
legislators felt that an
amendment proposed by
Hodges seemed similar
to a recent bill by House
Education = Committee
Chairman Rep. Raymond
Garofalo, R-Chalmette,
that would have prohib-
ited any teaching that the
United States or Louisi-
ana is systematically rac-
ist or sexist.His bill was
shelved after protests by
members of the Loui-
siana Legislative Black
Caucus. On Wednesday,
Garofalo did not chair
the hearing but instead
came in and out of the
room to vote.Hodges'
amendment would have
prohibited the Louisiana
Education Department
from approving materials
that would teach “that a
particular sex, race, eth-
nicity or national origin
is inherently superior or

The signing of the Declaration of Independence.

inferior to another”That
amendment failed on a
tie vote, but the overall
bill passed 8-5. Garofalo
voted for the amendment
and the bill.

“I truly do not under-
stand how the chairman
can be in another room
and not presiding and
then come in the room to
vote,” said Brass, a mem-
ber of the Legislative
Black Caucus.

The committee also ap-
proved another Hodges
bill, House Bill 416, that
would mandate the in-
struction of World War
II and the Holocaust to
middle school and high
school students. It would
include mandated train-
ing to teachers instruct-
ing students on such
history.The bill would
call on schools across the
state to partner with the
National WWII Museum
in New Orleans to teach
the curriculum.“The
purpose of this bill is to
make sure we don’t for-
get [the Holocaust],” said
Hodges.David Barton, a
representative from Wall-
Builders, a company that
owns over 10,000 original
historical documents,
spoke on behalf of HB
416, stating that a survey
in 2020 showed that 63%
of millennials and Gener-

ation Z members did not
know that 6 million peo-
ple died in the Holocaust.
Fifty percent of millen-
nials and members of
generation Z could not
name a single concen-
tration camp.Many rep-
resentatives opposed
both bills. Rep. Barbara
Freiberg, R-Baton Rouge,
questioned why HB 416
was not brought to the
Louisiana State Board of
Elementary and Second-
ary Education (BESE),
which is meant to make
decisions on curricu-
la taught in the state.
David Barton’s son Tim
said it is important for
the Legislature to man-
date this teaching be-
cause the College Board
removed the Holocaust
from the 2014 teaching
standard for advanced
placement tests. A re-
vised standard in 2015
added one paragraph
requiring the teaching of
the Holocaust.Rep. Ken
Brass, D-Vacherie, and
Rep. Tammy Phelps, D
-Shreveport, also said
curriculum changes
should go through BESE
rather than the Legis-
lature. Brass stated that
“we are opening Pan-
dora’s box if we begin to
add things legislatively
to the curriculum.”“The

FILE PHOTO

Holocaust is a geno-
cide by which all others
are measured,” said Ari
Morgenstern, policy and
communications direc-
tor at Christians United
for Israel. “One cannot
understand the depths
of depravity of human
history without under-
standing the Holocaust.
That is why it is a special
case’Ethan Melancon,
director of governmental
affairs with the Louisiana
Department of Educa-
tion, said BESE did not
take a position on HB
416.

However,  Meloncon
stated that BESE opposed
HB 352. He said curricu-
la should be set through
the board that was con-
stitutionally created for
that purpose. He added
that components of HB
352 would be added to a
social-studies standards
review BESE is conduct-
ing.U.S. history is cur-
rently taught in fourth
grade, seventh grade and
in high school.

Dr. Jenna Chaisson,
assistant superintendent
in the Office of Teaching
and Learning at the state
Education Department,
said a steering committee
there is looking to change
the sequencing of when
U.S. history is taught.

Budget:

Federal

infrastructure funds
could pay for projects

Continued from Page 1

the vehicles at the end of
the lease, but lessens the
total cash amount of the
initial investment.

Michael Roy, City
Councilman of Dist. D
stated, “If we can find a
way to lessen our initial
injection, that would be
better to try and balance
the budget.”

Michael Fluhr did warn
the Council that becom-
ing overly reliant on these
lease purchases, while
helpful in the short term,
could increase the finan-
cial burden of the City for
the future.

A potential silver lin-
ing for the city this fiscal
year is the American Res-
cue Plan and potentially
President Joe Biden’s In-
frastructure Bill that he is
currently attempting to
drum up support for in
Congress. The American
Rescue Plan Act should
bring in a potential $2.15
million for the City this
fiscal year, though there
are caveats as to how the
City can spend it.

When they got into the
financials for the street
department, Acting City
Clerk Michael Fluhr sug-
gested they should budget
funds potentially coming
in from Biden’s Infrastruc-
ture Bill, stating that other
municipalities in the sur-
rounding area had done
similar actions with their
budget, and that would
have the benefit of putting
a dent into the 2.3 million
they were trying to cut.

“What do you think, if
we put in this budget, 1
million dollars grant mon-
ey out of the infrastructure
bill, which is supposed to
come?” asked Fluhr.

“We don’t know if that’s
coming. He says it's com-
ing, but I'm not going
to hang my hat on a nail
that’s not in the wall,” said
Mayor Gardner.

The main contention
with putting in expected
money from the infra-
structure bill was around
the lack of certainty that
it would be able to pass

““"We don’t know if
[federal money is]
coming. He says it's
coming, but I'm not
going to hang my hat on
a nail that's not in the

wall.”
Terry Gardner
Minden Mayor

through Congress. How-
ever, Fluhr explained that
one way or the other, the
street projects would need
to be done, so they either
will get the grant money
and will be able to move
forward with accepting
bids for the projects, or
they won't get the grant
money and will have to
dip into reserves to pay for
the projects regardless.

“Well, you have two op-
tions, the way I see it. Ei-
ther you're going to pay
with the grant money, and
that’s what other munici-
palities, for example, Rus-
ton, Natchitoches, they've
been planning down the
road for five years. They're
going to plan on projects
with grant money if they
get it or not. The other op-
tion is if you don’t get the
grant money, then you
have to go anyway in your
reserves,” said Fluhr.

“Since it is an infra-
structure program... I
believe it’s safe to put at
least some grant money in
there. If we don’t get the
million, I would say put a
million in, it would make
a big dent in the 2.3 mil-
lion”

“You're going to do the
streets anyways. So taking
that 500,000 out would be
to our benefit, comment-
ed Councilman Wayne
Edwards of Dist. A.

“And, put the million
dollar grant money in,
and go from there,” stated
Fluhr.

At the end of the meet-
ing, the City Council cut
approximately  $538,000
from the upcoming bud-
get, still leaving them-
selves roughly $1.8 mil-
lion to account for in the
upcoming budget work-
shops. The next budget
workshop is set to take
place on Tuesday, May 18.
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WEATHER

I 3 DAY PLANNING FORECAST

We'll stay dry through the start of
the weekend, but by Sunday expect
to see some showers and storms
return. Temperatures will continue
to warm into the weekend. We'll
still be in the 70s Friday, but expect

to hit the low 80s over the weekend
which is average for this time of
year.
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Get the latest forecast from the KSLA First Alert Weather Team at KSLA.com or on your
smartphone with the KSLA First Alert Weather App. Search your app store for KSLA to download.

Bust: Powell’s girlfriend didn’t know about drugs

Continued from Page 1

which Powell stated, “Not
that he knew of and the
girlfriend stating, “That if
there was anything illegal
it wasn’t hers,” according
the report.

After consent was
granted, a search of the
vehicle revealed two

small baggies of crystal
meth in a cigarette box on
the passenger floorboard.
Speaking with Powell
again, he stated that, “A
cousin threw a bag in the
trunk of the car and it had
drugs in it”

The bag contained ap-
proximately 90 grams of
crystal meth and 99.5 Xa-

nax bars.

Powell stated his girl-
friend didn’t know about
the drugs and she was al-
lowed to leave with their 5
year old child.

Powell also had out-
standing warrants for
three counts of theft.

Powell was taken into
custody to be booked in

the parish jail, and was
charged with possession
of schedule II substance
with intent to distribute,
possession of schedule
IV substance with intent
to distribute, possession
of controlled dangerous
substances in the pres-
ence of a minor, and im-
proper lane usage.

Abortion: Crews’ bill would require LDH reporting

Continued from Page 1

requires abortion provid-
ers to notify patients who
undergo a chemical abor-
tion that the first step in
the two-step procedure
can potentially be re-
versed.

A 2017 report by the
Health Department re-
vealed that there is insuf-
ficient evidence to suggest
that any sound method
of reversal for a medica-
tion-induced  abortion
exists.

Rep. Aimee Freeman,
D-New Orleans, voiced
opposition to the bill.

“While many of you
know that I am pro-
choice, this is not about
pro-choice,” said Free-

man. “This is about med-
ical needs.”

Amedee said that this
procedure “simply saves
the life of the baby in
many cases. It's not a
guarantee, but this bill
is an attempt to give it a
chance. With 2,000 babies
saved nationwide and at
least eight so far in Loui-
siana, I ask for your vote
in favor to give a baby a
chance!”

Amedee’s bill passed
71-27.

Crews said his bill
would “require some re-
cord keeping, reporting to
the LDH.”

He said that he brought
the bill because he re-
cently learned about the
process of judicial bypass,
by which a minor can go

before a judge to be grant-
ed the right to an abortion
without parental consent
or knowledge.

“We're just trying to get
an idea of how prevalent
this is in the state, and if
it’s being abused in any
way, and making sure
the minor gets the proper
care,’ said Crews.

Landry pointed out
that this data is already
available to the Health
Department by means of
an audit. The bill would
give LDH the information
yearly regardless of an au-
dit.

Crews’ bill passed 72-
25.

Emerson said that her
bill would add to the re-
quirements regarding
abortion reporting.

It would require that
a patient’s zip code be
reported along with her
municipality. It also
would add sections about
reporting abortions of
minor pregnant women
under the age of 18 to the
Attorney General’s Office
and the Department of
Children and Family Ser-
vices and about reporting
whether the patient had
prior complications.

The bill was amended
to clarify that all informa-
tion reported is confiden-
tial. Neither the patient’s
name nor street address
would be listed in the re-
ports.

Emerson’s bill passed
81-14.

_ business-related, family history, photos, any items
that you might run across while cleaning out.

. HELP US SAVE OUR HISTORY!
Call 377-3002 And we'll be happy to take a look.

Don’t throw away our history!

WANTED

- Please REMEMBER don't throw out anything

|| Minden or Webster Parish related.... Remember the
Dorcheat Museum takes these things to preserve our

.. history! That means Military items, school, church,

Help: Multiple ways to apply

Continued from Page 2

Experienced a substan-
tial loss of income due to
job loss or furlough since
February 29, 2020 and had
a total income in 2020 at
or below $99,000 for sin-
gle filers and $198,000 for
joint filers; or

Meets the eligibility cri-
teria for a participating
provider’s existing low-in-
come or COVID-19 pro-
grams.

Access to internet ser-
vice will give households
access to telehealth, jobs
services and virtual learn-
ing.

To  apply, eligible
households can do one of
the following:

Contact their preferred
participating broadband
provider directly;

Go to GetEmergency-
Broadband.org to apply
online and to find par-
ticipating providers near
them.

Call 833-511-0311 for a
mail-in application, and
return it along with cop-
ies of documents showing
proof of eligibility to:

Emergency Broadband
Support Center

P.O. Box 7081

London, KY 40742.

Successions

Wills

Warren Law LLC

Call for a free information packet.

219 Main Street
Minden, La
318-377-8150

BIRTHDAYS FOR', *

MAY 12, 2021 A
Mary‘HeIen Thornton Ter;elrl

__MAY 13,2021 /
Darius Rucker (55)
*  Eddie Joe Harvey (65), 4
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_ MAY 16, 2021/
Ayanua Sneed

./

g "

)|

NEW Obituary

Submission Guidelines

CITOrS.

requested.

prepayment.

* All obituaries must be typed to avoid any

* Deadline for obituaries is 3:00 p.m. two
days prior to the publication date.

* A proof can be provided via email if

* Obituary cost is $40/per 400 words and
includes a single photo. Payments can be
made over the phone once the obit 1s
received. All obituaries are subject to

* Obituaries may be submitted by bringing
a typed copy by our office at 203 Gleason
St., Minden, or emailing to
obits@press-herald.com.

If you have any further questions
please call our office at 318-377-1866
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OTHER OPINION

Dr. Phillip Rozeman: Building on our strengths

Last Friday, Governor Edwards
announced the location of a large
Amazon warehouse distribution
center with a thousand direct jobs
in Shreveport-Bossier. It is one
of the most important economic
wins in our history and could not
have come at a better time.

The announcement caused me
to reflect back on a key lesson I
learned a decade ago as co-chair
of the Citizens Advisory Board of
the Shreveport-Caddo Master Plan
process. In community meetings
involving over a thousand citizens,
I heard the different perspectives
of people who live in our com-
munity - people who want to see
Shreveport Bossier flourish.

A key lesson from the over thou-
sand citizens who participated
in the meetings was the impor-
tance of capitalizing on the unique
identify of Shreveport-Bossier
and celebrating it - the wisdom of
building on our strengths. The Fri-
day announcement adds another
strength to the ones we discovered
when we looked around us ten
years ago.

Shreveport-Bossier has a great
economic development engine in
Barksdale Air Force Base. BAFB
not only supplies thousands of
jobs but also spins off initiatives
like Strike Works and partnerships
like the Louisiana Tech Research
Institute as a result of proximity to
the Global Strike Command - all
work supported by the Cyber In-
novation Center.

Shreveport-Bossier is one of
the smallest cities in the nation to
have a medical school. This school
connects our community to re-
search, medical education, and
entrepreneurial opportunities.
Our community is a true center of
excellence in healthcare with three

large health systems with a work-
force trained predominantly at the
LSU Health Science Center.

The Red River provided for the
birth of Shreveport-Bossier 150
years ago and continues to be a key
to future development. Today, the
banks of the river provide a place
for entertainment for adults at Riv-
erboat Casinos and families at Sci-
Port, the Aquarium, and the River-
View Theater. Shreveport-Bossier
hasaccesstocommerce onthe Mis-
sissippi Riv-
er and Gulf
through the
Port of Cad-
do-Bossier.
The port is
the location
of business-
es that pro-
vide  hun-
dreds of jobs
in our com-
L g munity.

PHILLIP Shreve-
ROZEMAN port-Boss-
ier is one

of a handful places in the world
that can rightfully claim to be the
birthplace of rock and roll, a mu-
sic genre that literally changed
cultures around the globe. This
cultural juggernaut was created to-
gether by African American blues
musicians and white country mu-
sicians bridging the racial divide.
Beyond this place in the history
of rock and roll, not many cities
the size of ours has the quality of
life and cultural history of music,
historical preservation and art. The
Shreveport Symphony and Opera,
Strand Theatre, Robinson Film
Center, museums, nighttime mu-
sic venues, Revel, ArtBreak, Kwan-
zaa, Mudbug Madness, Mardi
Gras, and the list goes on and on.

In comparison to other moder-
ate-sized cities, Shreveport-Bossi-
er has one of the lowest cost of liv-
ing in the country. Travel times in
Shreveport-Bossier are minimal.
Taking a trip to Baton Rouge, New
Orleans, Dallas, Houston, or Aus-
tin keeps things in context as we
realize the ease of getting around
the community. One participant in
a Master Plan community meeting
said he would make Shreveport’s
tagline “Come back to an easier
life”

Shreveport-Bossier ~ probably
connects education and work bet-
ter than any region in any state.
With availability of BPCC, SUSLA,
and NWLA Technical Community
College, higher education works
with businesses to develop spe-
cialized education and credentials
of value for people working in our
community. Shreveport-Bossier
has not one but five higher educa-
tion institutions. LSU-Shreveport,
LA Tech, Northwestern, Gram-
bling, and Centenary provide
choices in Shreveport-Bossier for
pursuit of university degrees.

Not may cities the size of
Shreveport Bossier have a spirit
of volunteerism and philanthro-
py exhibited by the people in this
community. Shreveport Bossier
Community Foundation, Commu-
nity Renewal, Providence House,
Rescue Mission, VOA, SRAC, St.
Jude, Holy Angels, Shriner’s, and
the list goes on and on. Not many
cities the size of Shreveport Boss-
ier have the diversity of churches
and sheer numbers of places to
worship.

The natural beauty and climate
of Shreveport-Bossier provides the
backdrop for Sportsman’s Para-
dise. The beautiful neighborhoods
with large trees and the proximity

of lakes are not duplicated in many
moderate-sized cities. A fami-
ly member of mine from Austin
comes into town often to just take
photographs of the natural beauty
of Northwest Louisiana.

Emerging from the pandemic
will be a time of change in every
American community - especially
in medium-sized communities like
ours. There will be opportunity to
recruit small and moderate-sized
businesses looking to relocate
from bigger cities. How we handle
the recovery and change will be
critical to our future success.

As we look forward, there re-
mains concern about the contin-
ued shadow of COVID and the in-
creased violence and jobless rates
in our community. However, the
announcement Friday gives us for-
ward momentum and a reason to
reflect on what makes Shreveport
Bossier a great place to live and
work. Itwill be a great time to both
look back and look forward to cap-
italize on our unique identity and
celebrate it.

The success of Shreveport Boss-
ier requires many people work-
ing in multiple arenas. A thriving
Shreveport-Bossier will take a
collection of multiple recipes that
will require many ingredients and
a diverse group of cooks. No one
person, government, or non-profit
can do everything. This crossroad
year of 2021 is a great time for us to
pull together and go to work.

DR. PHILLIP ROZEMAN IS A PRACTICING
CARDIOLOGIST. HE IS PAST CHAIRMAN OF THE
CITIZENS ADVISORY BOARD OF THE SHREVEPORT
CADDO MASTER PLAN, THE GREATER SHREVEPORT
CHAMBER, AND BLUEPRINT LOUISIANA.

OTHER OPINION

Has the backlash arrived for police-bashing?

Within hours of Saturday’s
shooting in Times Square where
three bystanders, including a
4-year-old girl, were wounded, the
two leading candidates to replace
Mayor Bill de Blasio were on-site.

Brooklyn Borough President
Eric Adams, a retired captain of
the NYPD, and Andrew Yang, who
declared:

“My fellow New Yorkers ... Noth-
ing works in our city without pub-
lic safety, and for public safety, we
need the police. ... My message to
the NYPD is this: New York needs
you. Your city needs you.

“New York cannot afford to de-
fund the police.”

The rush of Adams and Yang to
the scene of the shooting, and the
messages they delivered, tells us
something about the state of play
in politics — and not only in the
city of New York.

Liberal mayors and urban pol-
iticians who enlisted in the Black
Lives Matter “defund the police”
movement after the death of
George Floyd in Minneapolis last
May, appear to have caught a wave
that is now receding.

In the streets of America’s cit-
ies, violent crimes are spiking to
heights unseen since the 1990s.
And, instead of “Defund the Po-
lice!” the insistent cry is, “Where
are the cops?”

Atlanta is a case in point.

Mayor Keisha Lance Bottoms
just announced she will not run
for a second term. While she listed
issues and events that exhausted
her energy, The New York Times
suggests that Atlanta’s soaring

crime rate made her vulnerable
and Bottoms was looking at possi-
ble defeat.

Writes Richard Fausset of the
Times:

“The most serious political
threat that emerged for Ms. Bot-
toms in recent months was a phe-
nomenon she had previously de-
scribed as the ‘Covid crime wave!
... Atlanta is struggling with a spike
in violent crime, including a 58
percent increase in homicides last
year...

“The mayor’s inability to get a
handle on crime has become the
central theme for two challengers,’
one of whom is city council presi-
dent Felicia Moore.

“Atlanta has a mayor that is
more in-
terested in
things that
happen out-
side Atlanta,
Ms. Moore
said in a re-
cent state-
ment, refer-
ring to Ms.
Bottoms’s
emerging
national
stature, in-
cluding talk
that she was rumored to be a pos-
sible vice-presidential candidate.
‘We need a mayor who knows the
No. 1 job of any mayor is to keep
our city safe.”

So visceral is the public reaction
to the crime wave in Atlanta that in
Buckhead, a wealthy enclave in the
northern section of the city, there

PATRICK
BUCHANAN

is talk of secession and taking its
tax base with it.

Why is crime rising and not only
in Atlanta?

Among the reasons: the demon-
ization and demoralization of po-
lice departments under constant
fire for harboring “rotten apples”
and rogue cops. Seen by cops as
anti-cop, this campaign is gener-
ating police resignations, retire-
ments and reductions in force.

The NYPD has lost 7% of its force
and is in a recruitment crisis.

Large reductions in the number
of cops have also been recorded in
Chicago, Minneapolis, Milwaukee
and Atlanta. Then there is the “Fer-
guson Effect” where cops avoid ag-
gressive policing for fear a mistake
could cost them their reputation
and career, or worse.

In a nation as violent as ours,
with daily confrontations between
cops and often aggressive and
armed suspects, police errors are
going to be made. There are going
to be unwarranted and unneces-
sary shootings, woundings and
even killings.

In any war, there are casualties
and collateral damage, and that is
true of America’s “war on crime”
— another of our forever wars.

But the daily reports of esca-
lating violent crime, resulting in
growing numbers of innocent
wounded and dead, are inducing
a fear for safety that is outstripping
any fear of cops. And politicians
are beginning to see the numbers
shift and reacting accordingly.

Consider a few of the crime
numbers compiled by The Hill:

2020 witnessed more than
20,000 criminal homicides with a
huge share of that spike occurring
in urban America.

New York saw 150 additional ho-
micides and 750 additional shoot-
ings in 2020 than in 2019. Chicago
saw 274 more homicides and 1,435
additional shootings in 2020 than
in 2019.

Los Angeles saw homicides
rise 38% as shootings spiked 40%.
Washington, D.C., ended 2020
with homicides up for the third
straight year.

Killings in Philadelphia, where
homicides have risen every year
since 2016, almost reached 500, a
40% increase. In Louisville, homi-
cides jumped 70%.

In Detroit, shootings and homi-
cides rose for the second year in a
row, increasing by 53%.

Homicides spiked for the sec-
ond straight year in Minneapolis,
to 84 deaths — the highest tally
since 1995. Cleveland had its high-
est murder tally since 1982, after
a nearly 40% jump in killings last
year.

Houston hit 413 murders in
2020 — a 42% increase over 2019.
Indianapolis saw a 40% jump in
murders. For Denver, the murder
increase was 50 percent.

Cops aren’t doing these killings.
They’re doing their jobs trying to
prevent these killings and appre-
hend the killers.

PATRICK J. BUCHANAN IS THE AUTHOR OF
“NIXON'S WHITE HOUSE WARS: THE BATTLES THAT
MADE AND BROKE A PRESIDENT AND DIVIDED
AMERICA FOREVER.”
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YOUNG WOMEN'’S SERVICE CLUB/COURTESY PHOTO

Seen pictured above are the new members of the Young Women’s Service Club.

From left to right, Madisyn Swilley, Melody Shelley, Lindsey Anderson, Gillian Davis, Misty Swil-

ley, Keke Bridges, Savannah Brewster, Morgan Monday, and Jordan Colvin

Not pictured: Taylor Culpepper, Megan “Roo” Johnson, and Macey Thomas.
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Seen pictured above are the new additions to the Young Women’s
Service Club’s Board Members.

From left to right, Marsha Hayes (Recording Secretary), Cayla Cox

(Vice President), Caroline Reno (Reporter), and Stephanie Barnette

(President)

Not pictured: Lauren Herriage (Treasurer) and Pamela Irby (Corre-
sponding Secretary)

FROM THE BACK PORCH

Country Roads,
Take Me Home

“Country roads, take me
home
To the place I belong
Louisiana
Rolling hills, take me
home
Country roads.”

I'm taking a bit of lib-
erty with John Denver’s
haunting song,
“Country Roads.”
He delivers
this with such
a wistful voice
one can feel the
deep longing for
a beloved home

place. He has
been away too
long.

I have never
lived away from
my home on
country roads, so I can’t
feel that longing and de-
sire for another place.
However, one can , with-
out ever leaving home,
have a yearning for an-
other time in a place that
is still there, but has vastly
changed over the years.

Our family home place
remains, yet it will nev-
er be the same. Parents
are gone, as are all four
siblings. One looks out
and sees, not open fields
planted in corn and cot-
ton, but that same acreage
now grown up with pines
and hardwood trees.

The roads, once dusty
red dirt roads, are now
covered with asphalt.
However, they still make
those winding paths
through the hills of north
Louisiana. Once sparsely
occupied lands are now
dotted with houses, in-
cluding single-wides and
double-wides. Young
families, side by side with

FANNIE MOORE

aging elders, now make
this their home.

Those country roads
will always remain firm-
ly planted in my memory
bank. They were our link
to the outside world, out
ofthe fields and across the
way to Grannie and Pap
Wise’s house. They led us
to the creek for
bream fishing
when our crops
in the fields
were at a point
we could take a
day off. They led
to an old swim-
ming hole in the
creek that was
known by all as
the “Wash Hole”.

I never knew
where it got its
name, but I know our en-
tire family was always ex-
cited when Daddy would
say, “Let’s go down to the
Wash Hole” This was usu-
ally right after lunch when
we had all rested a little
from our morning’s work
in the field.

Everyone enjoyed the
cool water, except Mama,
who would never get in.
This was where the older
siblings learned to swim.
I never learned, but en-
joyed having rides on
Daddy’s back while he
was swimming. He would
swim out to a log that was
crossing the water, let me
off his back and I would sit
on the log while he swam
a while, then came back
for me.

We spent many hours
there during those early
years.

The country roads also
lead us down some unfa-
miliar areas on Sundays
when our parents decided

to have a picnic. I never
understood why we went
in search of a good picnic
spotwhenwe had so many
beautiful areas almost in
our yard. There weren't a
lot of parks and designat-
ed picnic areas, so we just
drove down some country
road until we found a nice
shaded open space. There
we spread our lunch and
enjoyed our outing.

Usually we would have
fried chicken, potato sal-
ad, pickles (cucumbers,
beets, and peaches), along
with homemade biscuits
and one of Mama’s layer
cakes. Iced tea and Kool
Aid were our drinks.

Landowners never
minded when someone
chose to have a picnic on
their land. Most of the
time there was so few cars
on the road, it was pretty
unusual to come upon
families enjoying the by-
ways.

The country roads pro-
vided an excellent place
for learning to ride a
bike. Even if you fell, you
weren’t injured when you
landed on the soft dirt
roads.

We spent many hours
of leisure time in this en-
deavor.

As 1 look back through
the years, I can under-
stand how one, without
ever leaving home, can
long for the country roads
to take him home.

Home, which is now
just a memory.

FANNIE MOORE IS A JOURNALIST
WHO LIVES IN SHONGALOO WHERE
SHE ENJOYS WRITING ON A VARIETY
OF SUBJECTS.

SPECIAL COLUMN

Dancing through the early 50°s

CLEVE TAYLOR
Special to the Minden Press-Herald

Got time for a little
time travel? I hearken
back to the days before
I-pods, CD’s, Walkmen,
8-Tracks, tapes, stereo,
and even LP records.
Music was live, on the
radio, on records, or on
jukeboxes. By the mid
50’s forty-five rpm re-
cords were the height of
technology and adapters
were needed to adapt
them to spindles built for
78 rpmrecords. Those re-
cords were a buck apiece
at a time when kids were
lucky to make 50 cents
an hour and many adults
were making only $1 an
hour.

During my preteen
years the radio was al-
ways tuned to KWKH, a
station in Shreveport ,
Louisiana, (this is before
TV) that played most-
ly country music and
broadcast The Louisiana
Hayride live every Satur-
day. In addition they had
live shows featuring such
stars as Hank Williams
selling Johnny Fair syr-
up and Johnny and Jack
(also featuring Loretta
Lynn) selling some other
product with their hit of
“The Little Paper Boy”.

I remember another
show selling Doughnuts
that friends of mine were
invited to perform on
prior to their perform-
ing on the Hayride. A
neighbor from across the
street, Tommy Tomlin-
son, played lead guitar
for Johnny Horton who
had the hit record “Battle
of New Orleans”.

So, this is just the long
way of saying that during
my early years I was to-
tally immersed in coun-
try music. Hank Wil-

liams “Lovesick Blues’
Lefty Frizell's “Always
Late’, Webb Pierce’s “I'm
in the Jailhouse Now’
Slim Whitman’s “China
Doll’ and Earnest Tub-
b”’s “Walking the Floor
Over You”; these are a
sample of the songs that
captured my attention
and in which I was en-
grossed.

Then I discovered girls
and that I liked to dance
with them. Fortunately
the Hunter family, own-
ers of the local Coca
Cola Bottling Compa-
ny, liked kids and built
a playground, pools,
sponsored sports teams
and provided Hunter’s
Playhouse for our plea-
sure. Hunters, the short-
ened name we used, had
a free jukebox playing
78 rpm records, a large
dance floor, adult mon-
itors who were teachers
working a second job,
and game rooms. Games
were cards, checkers,
ping pong and pool
Electronic games did not
yet exist.

The juke box automat-
ically cycled through its
record selection and we
danced to all of those
songs, and those songs
helped shape the rest of
my life. The records on
the jukebox were all pop
songs, not a country song
among them, except for
covers by pop artists or a
crossover song like Son-
ny James “White Sport
Coat and a Pink Carna-
tion” Goodbye Country,
hello pop music!

Mostly the girls sat
along the one wall and
the boys sat on the other
side of the dance floor.
The boys had to walk
across the floor to ask
the girl to dance, and
had to risk rejection. So,
I learned to deal with re-

jection, developed skills
to turn a rejection into
a “Yes’, and got to dance
with most of the girls
that came to Hunter’s,
including many who had
never been on a dance
floor before, but obvi-
ously wanted to or they
wouldn’t be there. De-
cades later I was pleased
to have one of those girls
thank me for talking her
onto the dance floor and
teaching her to dance.

We jitterbugged to
Glen Miller's “In the
Mood’;, twirled to “Glow
Worm” by the Mills
Brothers, slow danced to
“Half as Much” by Joni
James, two stepped to
Nat King Cole’s “Mona
Lisa’, glided to Johnny
Ray’s “Cry’, faked it on
Eddie Albert’s “Cherry
Pink and Apple Blos-
som White’, and danced
along with tunes by the
Ames Brothers, Teresa
Brewer, the Ink Spots,
Sinatra, Doris Day, Jo
Stafford, and all the oth-
er top recording artists of
the day.

Hunter’s Play House
closed down sometime
in the late fifties, but it
was there all through
my junior high and high
school years. It was open
two nights a week, and it
provided a safe haven for
the teens of my home-
town, a place which in-
troduced me to the plea-
sures of pop music and
dancing.

Rock and Roll and
Rockabilly? Those came
mostly after high school
and deserve a story of
their own. Maybe later.

BY CLEVE TAYLOR, IS A MEMBER
OF THE MHS CLASS OF'56
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STRANGER IN A STRANGE LAND

Pollen, pollen everywhere

Springtime renews optimism
yet I annually gripe about a
sharp pebble in our collective
shoe. [ know you’ve heard
this before but I think we’re fi-
nally rounding a corner. Look
outside. Is it gone yet? A real
minus of Louisiana living is
the pollen storms.

One of Woody Guthrie’s
most famous Dust Bowl bal-
lads is So Long, It’s Been
Good to Know You. The orig-
inal title was Dusty Old Dust.
Storms during the 1930s lift-
ed Oklahoma top soil from
its precarious perch and blew
it across the land into human
dwellings and orifices. You
couldn’t escape. The chorus
lamented, “This dusty old dust
is a-getting’ my home. And
[’ve got to be drifting along.”

The first chapter of John
Steinbeck’s masterpiece The
Grapes of Wrath describes the
conditions. “Now the dust
was evenly mixed with the
air, an emulsion of dust and
air. Houses were shut tight,
and cloth wedged around
doors and windows, but the
dust came in so thinly that it
could not be seen in the air,
and it settled like pollen on the
chairs and tables, on the dish-
es. The people brushed it from
their shoulders. Little lines of
dust lay at the door sills.”

That sounds like our pollen.
We track it in the house. I try
to sweep it up before it gets on
the cat’s paws. [ remove my
shoes when I come inside.

Pollen isn’t as serious an
affliction as stripping off the

topsoil. It’s hard on the aller-
gies of many but no one writes
lyrics describing pollen Arma-
geddon as they did of the Dust
Bowl. Pollen never sent the
Joads west to escape and seek
subsistence living. Pollen en-
courages rather than destroys
agriculture. But it’s certainly
an omnipresent irritant. Like a
yellow film from eating cheese
puffs writ large.

You wash it off
your car and it’s
back within hours.
You can  write
WASH ME on a
car (or down here a
truck) in mediums
other than dirt. My
leaf blower doubles
as a pollen blower
this time of year. By
the time I reach the
bottom of the drive-
way the top is covered again.
Pollen showers your clothing
and hair.

It’s an aggravation of weeks
duration. In Missouri, I was
aware of pollen but didn’t
see it. It was like ultraviolet
rays or atoms. Science books
told me it’s there but it didn’t
coat the landscape. Louisiana
adds a visual reminder. Pollen
blows off the foliage and cov-
ers our world.

I’'m lucky not to suffer from
hay fever. 1 shouldn’t com-
plain since pollen isn’t among
my allergies. Yet I shake my
fists at the sky. Mostly because
I try and keep the Ford Focus
clean. I prefer Missouri garag-
es over Louisiana car ports. A

DIRK ELLINGSON

garage better protects your ve-
hicle from rain and grime. My
dad used to say, “A clean car
runs better.” I can’t prove that
to be true but I try and keep my
car clean regardless.

I returned to the days of
washing my car at home with a
bucket and hose. There’s one
advantage of a car port over a
garage. [ don’t have to move
the car to the driveway to
wash it. I’ve coast-
ed the conveyors of
Robo washes and
some maintain the
technology leaves
micro abrasions on
your paint. I’ve fed
countless  quarters
to the wand washes.
I’'m back to the orig-
inal methods of car
washing. The pol-
len season requires
more times for the chore.
Wash your car one day and it’s
encased in pollen the next.

There are worse things to
track in the house than pol-
len. Animal excrement of
course but I was referring to
cinders. Wait, who does that?
There was a period during my
childhood when the powers
that were in Columbia, Mis-
souri chose to treat snow cov-
ered roads with cinders. Most
towns opt for snow or sand or
in the case of Minden, the sun.
For years Columbia rolled
out the cinder trucks. Parents
understandably  complained
about kids tracking cinders in
the house. I guess coal residue
was cheaper than salt or sand.

But certainly dirtier. It was
like Dick Van Dyke’s chorus
line of chimney sweeps from
Mary Poppins performed Step
in Time on your carpet. My
mom reports Columbia still
tames slippery streets with
cinders and in the spirit of sci-
entific experimentation you
only find in a college town,
beet juice.

Every state sells regional
souvenirs.  Louisiana sym-
bols abound. Imagine replac-
ing snow globes with pollen
globes. Shake it up and cov-
er a crawfish, an alligator, or
Mike the Tiger with yellow
flakes suspended in water. It
might appeal to someone. My
wife Lisa shares native zeal for
fleur-de-lis emblazoned stuff.
I bought her a cute salt and
pepper shaker set mounted on
a ceramic dock alongside the
state bird. She didn’t like it as
much as [ forecast. My step-
daughter Amanda ridicules the
little pelican without mercy.
I insist it’s the thought that
counts. And I’'m thinking of
bequeathing this fine practical
sculpture to her.

I long ago crossed the pla-
teau age of life and needn’t ac-
cumulate junk. I’m horrified
by hoarding. In a past family, I
witnessed aged sisters in Kan-
sas battle verbally over a vat
of rotting potatoes following a
funeral. Not over who should
dispose of this late relative’s
legacy but rather who should
claim it. Other than the peli-
can salt and pepper shakers, I
don’t wish to burden the girls

with offal possessions to sift
and shake their heads at. Be-
cause I don’t want stuff it’s of-
ten hard to shop for those who
do. You’ve adequate food and
shelter. What else could you
possibly want? Sometimes it
makes me a bad gift giver.

Lisa warned me not to get
my daughter Claire the Paw
Perfect dog claw trimmer ad-
vertised on television. But the
price was reasonable and those
TV pups looked so pleased by
this grooming accessory. I
ordered one shipped to Pitts-
burgh. Claire reports one dog
didn’t like it and the other now
has post-traumatic stress dis-
order. Foiled again.

I don’t see pollen like last
month but know it’s still out
there making nefarious plans

to cover my car. Humans
overestimate their abilities
tangling with nature. It was

hard to be patient during the
February ice and snow and
concede [ needed help from
the sun. Just as [ must let na-
ture present the annual pollen
cavalcade and get it out of her
system. It’s part of the splen-
dor of springtime. Or so they
tell me. Much is beautiful in
Louisiana. Not so the yellow
powder even though it’s vital
to life growth. Adieu pollen...
until next year.

DIRK ELLINGSON IS A MINDEN, LA
RESIDENT AND IS CURRENTLY A PHARMACY
TECHNICIAN AT THE LOCAL WALGREENS.

AROUND TOWN

UCAP Needs for
Week of May 10:

Food: chicken & dump-
lings, biscuit mix, cornbread
mix

Clothing: men’s socks

Household Goods and Toi-
letries: toothbrushes & tooth-
paste, shampoo, deodorant

UCAP is open Wednesdays
and Fridays from 10:00 to
1:00 for food, utility and rent
assistance. We give out cloth-
ing on Wednesdays only.

In April UCAP filled 36
requests for clothing and
household goods and sup-
plied 16 families (31 indi-
viduals) with food. We paid
$2,191 in utilities and $200
for rent.

Master Gardeners
Class Registration

Classes will be held from
6 p.m. to 9 p.m. every Thurs-
day for 10 weeks, starting
July 1, 2021. Attendance at
all classes is required for
certification. There is a $150
registration fee, which covers
the cost of training manuals,
publications and supplies for
the class. Class size is limited,
and the registration deadline
is June 1, 2021.

Call 318-927-3110 or 318-
371-1371, to request an ap-
plication, or download one at
www.phlmg.com (Programs
and follow the links). Appli-
cations may also be picked
up at either Claiborne and
Webster Extension Offices.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

The march of time stops for no one

Wow, can you believe it
is already May! The mid-
dle of May for that matter! I
have been so busy with ev-
erything going on I haven'’t
made it a staple in my week
to write a column. I am try-
ing to get back at it. Where
has the time gone? Why is
it flying by so fast? I w1sh it
would slow down "
just a bit for us to
enjoy life a little
more.

Who is with me
when I say I wish
I could go back
to when life was
simpler. I love cell
phones and all,
but it would be
great not to have
them on your
hip, so to speak:
Where people had
to talk to each oth-
er more. Where there were
more game nights instead of
nights in front of the TV.

We do watch TV but we
don’t have it on much. I love
to watch it to wind down
at night, but it is never on
during the day.

I love that we live in the
country.And, when the kids
come over, we are looking
for things to do outside.

We recently purchased
a game called Crossnet. If
you haven'’t seen or gotten
it, Crossnet is a four square
volleyball court. We have fun
with that for hours. It is cra-
zy fun.

Do you remember what
you used to do when you
were young? We would go

TINA SPECHT

out in the morning and not
come home, most of the
time, until supper time. We
were always riding bikes,
playing marbles in the dirt
or climbing trees. All the
kids in the neighborhood
were together. If you wanted
to know where the kids were,

]ust look in the yards to find

all the bicycles.

Those were
the good ole
days when you
were thirsty, you
drank from a
water hose. We
were dirty for
sure when we
got home, but
we slept well and
were ready to go
the next day.

I'was planning
a big garden this
year. I was real-
ly excited and was ready to
plant. Well, time flies when
you are having fun. I didn’t
make it a priority and time
got away from me. We have
been traveling and now it is
too late.

I guess I will just have to
go to the farmers’ markets
this year and get my toma-
toes and cucumbers. Then
try to plan for a garden next
year. All is good because this
year we are traveling a lot. I
guess God knew I wouldn'’t
have time to plan, water and
ple Seems this year we
don’t have to worry about
watering with all this weath-
er we are getting.

Ok guys, get ready and
plan something with your

family. It doesn’t have to be
far away or cost money. Life
is short. Plan to just be to-
gether and enjoy each other.
Have a safe and great sum-
mer!

Sinful Triple Chocolate
Poke Cake

INGREDIENTS

For the cake

1 % cups (285g) granulat-
ed sugar

Y% cup (118 ml) vegetable
oi

3 large eggs

1 tabglesﬁggon (15 ml) pure
vanilla extract

Y% cup (118 ml) light sour
cream

2 cups (280g) all-purpose
flour

Y% cup (55 g) cocoa pow-
der

1 tablespoon (5g) espres-
) powder (optional)

2 Vs teaspoons (9 g) baking

powder

Y, teaspoon baking soda

1 teaspoon (5 g) salt

1 % cup (355 ml) coffee

FOR THE TOPPING

1 jar (80z) hot fudge sauce
(optional)

1 box (3.40z) Hersey's
Dark Chocolate instant pud-
ding mix

1 3/4 cups (414ml) milk

FOR THE
CREAM:

WHIPPED

2 cups (472ml) heavy
whipping cream

1 1/2 cups hot chocolate
mix (about 10 sleeves of in-
stant hot chocolate)

Additional hot
sauce for drizzling

Mini chocolate chips for
garnish

fudge

INSTRUCTIONS

For the cake: Preheat the
oven to 350°FE.

In a large mixing bowl,
combine the sugar, vegeta-
ble oil, eggs andg vanilla ex-
tract. Beat on medium speed
until the eggs and oil are well
incorporated and the batter
is lighter in color.

Next mix in the sour
cream and beat until well
combined.

In a separate bowl, sift to-
gether the dry ingredients.
Then add half the dry ingre-
dients followed by half of the
coffee and mix just until the
flour starts to incorporate.

Finally add the remain-
ing dry ingredients, mixing
on low speed while pouring
in the remaining coffee and
beating until all of the ingre-
dients are well combined.

Use a spatula to scrape
down the sides of the bowl
and stir the batter from the
bottom to the top to ensure
it’s well mixed.

Pour the batter into a
9x13-inch pan and bake at
350°F for 26-28 minutes.
Test the cake for doneness
by inserting a toothpick into
the center of the cake. If the
toothpick comes out clean,
you cake is done. Remove
from the oven and allow to

cool completely.

While the cake is still
warm, take the end of a
wooden spoon or another
round object and poke holes
all over the top of your cake.

optional: Heat the jar of
hot fudge sauce in the mi-
crowave for about 30 sec-
onds until you can stir it and
thin it out. You may need an
additional 30 seconds. Pour
the entire jar of hot fudge
sauce on the top of cake and
allow it to absorb in the cake
until cake is cooled. Let set
until completely cooled.

When the cake has cooled,
prepare the pudding layer by
mixing a package of instant
dark chocolate pudding with
cold milk. Before the pud-
ding sets, pour it over the top
of the cake and put the cake
in the fridge to let the pud-
ding set, about 15 minutes.

Prepare the whipped
cream. Put the bowl and
whisk attachment in the
freezer for 5-10 minutes to
get them really cold (this
step is optional, but a com-
mon practice I use.). In the
cold mixing bowl, beat the
heavy whipping cream on
medium speed until soft
peaks form. Add the hot
chocolate mix and increase
speed to medium high. Beat
until stiff peak form.

Spread the whipped
cream over the top of cake.
You can top you cake with a
chocolate drizzle and some
mini chocolate chips
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INSPIRATION

Getting to know God - a life-long journey

I believe God reveals
Himself to us in a pro-
gressive manner. Some
children, at a young age
with a tender heart to-
ward God, senses God
‘speaking to them! They
open their hearts and in-
vite Him to be their Lord
and Savior in the person
of Jesus. They begin to
know God as a ‘loving Fa-
ther, a saving Lord, and
an ever-present Spirit!
They begin on a life-long
journey of growing in the
likeness of their Lord.
Staying true to the Spirit’s
leading, they will live a
rich life of blessings, ma-
turing more and more at
each station on the jour-
ney.

This wonderful jour-
ney for me began at age
18, a freshman in col-
lege, through the influ-
ence of fellow students
and prayers of many
others. It has been a joy-
filled journey for these 62

many mountain-top ex-
periences, where I could
see breathtaking views of
God’s wondrous love and
power at work; there have
been trips into the val-
leys where thorn bushes

thrived, swamps filled
with  hungry
‘gators and
other  weird

creatures pur-
sued me; and
sometimes
life seemed
to dump me
into landfills
of garbage. But
that commit-
ment made as
a teenager al-
ways remained
fresh and alive
- enough to nudge me
on to ride the night train
through and arrive back
in the sunlight of God’s
love and forgiveness.

As we congratulate the
high school and college
graduates, let’s wish them
well and send them on

Bill Crlder

to the next station in life.
Just as we are remind-
ed that life is more than
‘the spring-break beach
parties, or senior prom,
or the special victory on
the ball court, they, too,
will soon learn the same
lesson - on their
own. Life’s real-
ity will soon in-
troduce them to
tests, challenges
and hard ques-
tions that we
have already en-
countered. They
can learn to ma-
neuver this rocky
road called ‘life’
by obeying God’s
signs along the
way. There will
bridges out, detours to
make, bumps in the road
and ‘road under con-
struction’ signs all along
the way. The journey is
not over until our earthly
life is complete.

Special words of wis-

years. There have been

dom they have heard

THE UPWARD LOOK

Saved: Reconciliation

“For by grace you have been
saved through faith” Ephe-
sians 2:8a “For if while we
were enemies we were rec-
onciled to God through the
death of His Son, much more,
having been reconciled, we
shall be saved by His life.” Ro-
mans 5:10 NASB

Sin caused a great rift be-
tween all humanity and God.
We became estranged, hos-
tile, adversarial, and at enmity

Max Hutto

toward God and condemned under His
wrath. But God made a way, through the

atoning death and life of His Son Jesus,

to restore the relationship and bring us

together. This aspect of salva-
tion is referred to as reconcilia-
tion. Though once rebellious, by
His grace through faith, we have
been reconciled through Christ.

Lord Jesus, in Your great grace
and love You bridged the gap
caused by my sin. I now have a
personal relationship and peace
with God through faith.

MAX HUTTOIS A BAPTIST MINISTER AND A
RESIDENT OF MINDEN. MORE INFORMATION CAN

BE FOUND AT WWW.UPWARDLOOK.ORG.

INSPIRATION

Seek what?

Matthew 6:33: Seek ye first
the Kingdom of God and His
righteousness and all these
things shall be added unto you.

What things? All things re-
quired for living in this world.

Shelter, clothing, food, and
every thing we need,

Psalms 37:25: I've never
seen the righteousness forsak-
en nor his seed out begging
for bread. I've been seeking

Mack Ford

the Kingdom of God and His righteous-

ness for many years. I've always
had everything needed for my
life on this earth.

I've seen many people forsak-
en their seed begging for some-
thing to eat. What does this say
to you. There are lots of people
who are not seeking the King-
dom of God and His righteous-
ness.

MACK FORD IS A LOCAL RESIDENT OF
WEBSTER PARISH

Working for the Lord

Have you ever felt like your
just getting by at work? Have
you ever made the statement
I'm just here to get paid? If you
answered yes to either of those
questions it may be time to in-
vite God to work. Colossians
3:23-24 NIV says “Whatever
you do, work at it with all your
heart, as working for the Lord,
not for human masters, since
you know that you will receive
an inheritance from the Lord

as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you

I
Bernard Harris

are serving” We must remember that

there is no small job. Every job and ev-
ery interaction allows us to glorify God.

We have to treat every day as a new op-

portunity to minister to those
around us. As I end this article
I would like to leave everyone
with three points. Firstly, if we
have a healthy and prosper-
ous job God provided that job.
Secondly, we should try to find
something positive every day
on the job even when it seems
there is nothing positive. And
lastly, the position you have is
the position God gave you, and
should enjoy and appreciate it

until God moves you.

BERNARD HARRIS 111 1S A HAUGHTON FIREMAN

AND A LOCAL RESIDENT OF MINDEN

from parents and teach-
ers will ring loudly in
their ears as well. Dads
become much wiser as
youth age and have to
make decisions about
employment, handling
finances and health care
issues. Also, their faith
system will be checked
at every turn. Courage,
loyalty and integrity must
clothe them tightly, and
God’s ever-present Spir-
it must be a welcomed
source of power in all de-
cisions made each day.
The better one gets to
know God and to lean on
Him, life becomes more
purposeful. God’s will is
revealed more clearly
- shining through one’s
interests, special gifts, tal-
ents and dependence on
the promises of our Lord.
(Proverbs 3: 5-6).

As our youth (or any-
one) matures in their
faith and draw closer to
the Father, they will bet-
ter grasp the depth of His

love for them. They will
understand the wonder-
ful plans He has for their
lives. (Jer. 29:11). God’s
plan is for us to prosper
and give us hope for the
future. This is condition-
al to our promise to “seek
Him, call upon Him and
pray for His leadership
in our lives” He promis-
es that if we do our part,
He ‘will be found faithful!
(Jer. 29:13).

Jesus confirmed His
desire to guide us all the
way though life’s ups and
downs with these words
of encouragement: “Seek
first the kingdom of God
and His righteousness,
and all these things (what-
ever you need in life) will
be given unto you.” (Matt
6:33). So, are you seeking
information about God
and His will for your life
today? Then it is time to
move on to the next level
of “getting to know Him in
an intimate way.” Consis-
tent Bible study, prayer,

worship, and fellowship
with other Christians are
agents of spiritual growth
for all Believers. Our Lord
can satisfy the deepest
part of our being and heal
the wounded areas of our
hearts. (Charles Stanley,
Every Day in His Pres-
ence, page 153).

So as you remove the
cap and grown and move
on to the ‘rest of your life,
remember Jesus' words
in Matt 5: 14-16: “You
are the light of the world.
(Like) a city set high on
a hillside, you cannot be
hidden away....Then, let
your light so shine be-
fore men, that they may
see your good works and

lorify your Father in

eaven.” Then you are
well on your way to have
a wonderful, successful
life - touching many lives
for the Lord on your life’s
journey with Him.

BILL CRIDER IS CHAPLAIN OF
MINDEN MEDICAL CENTER

How can.we

pray foriyou?

’ !

v
swe can help you. Contact the

FBC 24-Hour) Prayer Ministry
at 37’7—PRAY.

FIRST BAPTIST CHUKC_H

301 Pennsylvania Rrenue » Minden el L‘»

L
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PREP BASEBALL

Minden High School Baseball honored its seniors last week.

Thanks for
the memories

Minden High wraps up 2021
season, players named to
All-District team

MARNIE GREGG
Special to the Press-Herald

The Minden High baseball team
wrapped up their season by making it to
the second round of the Louisiana High
School Athletic Association (LHSAA)
playoffs. This was the first group from
MHS to reach the second round since
the LHSAA started the 2 out of 3 rounds.

“We lost out in the 2nd round round
to Neville, who will be playing in the
semifinals this weekend,” Coach Ben
Bower said. “Next year I will only have

GINGER SWANSON/SPECIAL TO THE PRESS-TRIBUNE

4 seniors. We will be relatively young,
but competitive.”
Several members of this year’s team

were honored by District 1, 4A. Those
named to 1st Team were: Hayden
Brown - pitcher, Price Miller - infield-
er, Austin King- outfielder, and Parker
Hall - utility player. Those who were
named 2nd team were: Andrew Cooper
- catcher, Jakob Walker- outfielder, and
Jakobe Jackson- outfielder.

For more news from the Tide Base-
ball team, follow their Facebook page at
“Minden High Baseball Batter Up Club.”

MARNIE GREGG
Special to the Press-Herald

After rain delayed the
start of the opening game
of the Championship
series, the Glenbrook
Apaches tasted victory
against Tunica Acade-
my in Tunica, MS on May
12. The game, originally
slated for a 4:00pm start
time, was pushed back to
6:00pm.

Jonathan Parkerson had
an RBI in the 1st inning for
the Apaches, and six more
runs came in during the
second inning due in part

to a double from Turner

McLelland and a triple § !

from Maddox Mandino.
Cale Hollis pitched al-
most six innings before
receiving relief from Mc-
Lelland. Mandino and

Jackson Powell each took ¢ :

turns on the mound to fin-
ish the game with a score
of 9-7.

The Apaches will face
Tunica again on Saturday,
May 15 for Game two (and
possibly three) at Glen-
brook at 2:00pm. A victory
in either game will crown
the Apaches as State
Champions.

Tunica, MS.

Apaches take game 1 of state champlonshlp

MARNE GREGG/SPECIAL TO THE PRESS-HERALD
Banners could be seen on Country Club Circle in Minden, cheering on the
Glenbrook Apaches as they head to Game 1 of the State Championship Series in

GLENBROOK TENNIS

Woodard
qualifies for
MAIS state
tournament

Special to the Press-Herald

Vicksburg, MS — Kath-
aryn Woodard (Glenbrook
School) qualified for the
tournament as the run-
ner-up from the South Re-
gionals in #2 girls singles.

Only the semifinals and
finals for Class AA will vie
for the championships.
The winner of the North
plays the runner-up from
the South; the winner of
the South plays the run-
ner-up from the North.

SEMIFINALS

Katharyn Woodard de-
feated Haley Fyfe (Tunica
Academy) 6-2, 6-2. Fyfe,
the North winner, was
unable to match Wood-
ards ground strokes. Us-
ing well-placed serves
and some timely net-play,
Woodard claimed the win,
according to Coach Wayne
Orr.

FINALS

Woodard met Molly Mc-
Bride for a re-match of the
South finals. Again Mc-
Bride was the winner by
scores of 7-6, 6-2, leaving
Wood as the Class AA run-
ner-up.

“Katharyn has had a
memorable tennis career
for the Apache Netters.
She earned All-MAIS hon-
ors three of her four years
of high school COVID-19
prevented her playing in
2020). Katharyn played
singles for the first time in
her high school years, hav-
ing played doubles and
mixed doubles during her
other years. I am extreme-
ly proud of her contribu-
tions to the success of our
team. The team will miss
her desire to compete and
the enthusiasm to play.
We wish her much success
in her future at LSU in Ba-
ton Rouge,” said Orr.

MINDEN RECREATION T-BALL, SOFTBALL, BASEBALL

Competitive T-Ball

Yankees 25, Tigers 21

The 5 & 6-year-old
competitive t-ball games
started off with the Yan-
kees beating the Tigers
in a slug fest 25-21. Every
batter on each team col-
lected at least one base
hit. Six hitters from the
Yankees got at least 3 hits
(Brayden Dalaney, Miles
Macolla, Austin Ram-
sey, Reed Powell, Taylor
Watkins & Eli Curley),
while the opposing Ti-
gers had 4 players with
at least 3 hits (Lejerri-
us Bryant, Jonah Wiley,
John Whitehead, Waylon
Chapman.

If you want to see
some exciting ball, come
out and watch this age

group.

Dixie Angels Softball

Lady Legends 3, Bat
Attitude 0

Ella Wood led the Lady
Legends with her bat &
pitching (5 strikeouts) &
batting (a triple). Kenzie
Pike also has a home run
for the Lady Legends.
Bonlee Cox had two hits
for the Bat Attitude girls.

Dixie Darlings

Pink Sox 11, Fury 0

The Pink Sox were off
toafaststartwithan11-0
shutout of the Fury. Pink
Sox has 22 hits in the
game with three players
having 3 hits each (E.K.
Perryman, Layla Hol-
ford, Eme Jernigan.) The
Fury showed a lot of fight
in them and will come
out swinging in their

next game.

Bat Attitude 1, Dar-
ling Divas 8

The Darling Divas
came out on top by a
score of 8-1. The Divas
were led at the plate by
Reagan Blanchard with
three hits, followed by
Presleigh Nelson, Sa-
die Dooley, and Laikyn
Hollingsworth with two
hits each. The Bat At-
titudes were led at the
plate by Brooklyn South-
erlyn, Jada Jackson, and
Isabella Marodd with
two hits each.

Dixie AA Coach PItch

Coyotes 4, Astros 16

The Astros won 16-4
over the Coyotes. Colby
Harris has two hits for

the Astros, with Gunner
Sparks getting a triple.
Kaleb Stevens also got
two hits for the Astros.
The Coyotes has four hits
in the game by four dif-
ferent players.

Webster Machine 1,

Skeeters 14
Skeeters won 14-1
over the Webster Ma-

chine team.JOrdan Hart-
nell led the Skeeters with
three hits, followed by
Braxton Brown with two
triples, Peyton Williams
with a tripe and a home
run, and Silas Bamburg
with a triple. Murphy
Durden and Beau Mon-
day led Webster Ma-
chine with two hits each.

Dixie Ponytails Soft-

ball

Legends 11, Stackers
2

The Legends scored
their 11 runs by way of
two hits and 13 walks.
Legends pitching only
gave up one hit in the
ball game.

Dixie Youth AAA 9-10

Year Olds

Webster Machine 12,
Citizens

Webster Machine

came out swinging a
hot bat as every player
had at least one hit, with
four players picking up
three hits each (Kaiden
Kinsey, Trent Clemons,
Louie Collins and Ry-
lan Cochran). Kaiden
Kinsey scored three of
Webster Machine’s runs.

Evan Walker and A.J.
Hauley led Citizens at
the plate.

Frontliners 11, Chaos
3

The Frontliners were
led at the plate by
Claylen Fowler who
scored three runs after
walking all three times
he came to bat. John
Hollis Robinson also had
a double for Frontliners.
Mac Vanderwood led
Chaos with an inside-
the-park home run.

Editor’s Note: The pre-
ceding was submitted
to the Press-Herald by
a volunteer. We cannot
guarantee the accuracy
of the information.
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From Ballerina

hi 3 ‘g

Zoe Hicks’
story takes her
from Manitoba

to Ruston

MALCOLM BUTLER
Special to the Press-Herald

ollowing Sunday’s rain-

soaked win over Southern

Miss, Louisiana Tech out-

fielder Zoe Hicks walked

toward the bus with the
rest of her teammates for the ride
back to Ruston.

Zoe, who had scored the second
run of the game on a head first
slide into home plate on a passed
ball in the first inning of the 6-1
win, was covered with sweat and
dirt, her pregame eye black (glit-
ter-version) smeared across both
sides of her face. She reeked of
that sweaty, ballpark aroma that
all players exude following a game
on a hot, muggy, rainK/[early May
morning/afternoon in Mississippi.

Zoe didn’t care. She is one of
those players who wears that smell
like a Ea ge of honor. After all, it is
the product of years of hard work.

Dance, Hockey and Softball ...
Oh My

It's who she is now. And it's a
long way from the four-year-old
version of Zoe growing up in Man-
itoba, Canada. The Zoe who pre-
ferred ballerina slippers and tutus.

“Dance was my outlet,” Zoe said.
“I could dance and sing and be en-
ergetic and crazy. I had my dance
time. I was a little princess girly
girl. I loved to have my hair done.
I' loved to have my makeup done.
I just loved it. It was kind of my
thing”

“I thought I would be the dad

going to all the dance recitals,” said
Al Hicks, Zoe’s dad. “She loved her
dance. She was in a dance troupe
in Red Deer. They worked all year
long on their little routines and
then in the spring one of the the-
atres sold tickets to all the fami-
lies and }gacked the place for a few
nights of recitals. You would see
Zog on stage, and she soaked that
up.
Zoe is the youngest of two chil-
dren for Al and Jan Hicks. For older
brother Zak, hockey was his thing.
And why not.

Hockey is a traditional Canadi-
an thing. It is the staple for sports
above the United States border.
Plus, Al was a hockey coach. Natu-
ral fit ... for Zak.

But as Al and Jan would quickly
find out, chasing a puck around an
ice rink wasn’t exactly young Zoe’s
cup of tea.

Al worked summer hockey
camps in Okanagan, British Co-
lumbia, for a decade. One year he
convinced Zoe to try out the hock-
ey camp, something that turned
out to be a short-lived experiment.

“About Wednesday of the first
week - it was two-a-days for these
little 8-year-olds - she is getting
ready to go to her second ice time
in the afternoon and she came up
to me and said, ‘Dad, can I just go
to the beach? I had a pretty strong
indication at that moment that
hockey wasn’t going to be for her,’

See, HICKS, Page 10

»
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Firecracker
5K returns
for 37th year

Special to the Press-Herald

Sportspectrum is happy to an-
nounce the 37th Anniversary of the
Firecracker 5k Race for Research
Run & Healthwalk. This coming July
3rd, our Nation’s Birthday promises
to be celebrated with a special pas-
sion and purpose by Americans from
coast to coast. The 37th running also
brings a special milestone to my-
self and this great run. The year was
1985, Springlake Point Apartments,
and about 45 weekend warriors took
the streets of Springlake to run the
first Annual Firecracker. Scott Smith
was our first overall male with a time
of 15:37 and Terry Davis won the la-
dies crown in 19:00 flat. It has been a
greatride and a lot of fun sharing my
July 4th with all my favorite friends.

Sportspectrum has worked tired-
lessly to produce safe races through
the pandemic, but is excited to re-
turn Firecracker 5k to the family
tradition it has always been. The fes-
tivities will once again include live
music, great food and drinks, and
the ceremonial starting.

Our Title Sponsor is the Spine In-
stitute of Louisiana Foundation. We
are excited about combining Race
for Research with our Firecracker
5K and look forward to an excit-
ing long-term partnership. 80% of
Americans experience back pain or
spine disease. It is one of the most
debilitating health problems that we
face. The Spine Institute of Louisi-
ana Foundation is a 501(c)3 not-for-
profit organization whose mission is
to improve current spine treatments
and develop new ones through in-
novative research. Thousands of pa-
tients in the Ark-La-Tex have directly
benefited as a result of the research
thatis done through the Foundation.
The Spine Institute of Louisiana has
received International recognition
from the research performed at its
research Foundation. Donations
directly benefit spine research at the
Spine Institute of Louisiana Founda-
tion.

This race is also being run in the
memory of three great friends. Ran
Kiper, Jim Wilhite, & Robin Fell.
They all had a passion for the great
outdoors, from a Saturday morning
jog with “the group” to a competitive
half-marathon down on the River-
front. They were all leaders, giving
their time and resources to organiza-
tions and individuals in need. They
loved their families and friends, and
were committed to living life to its
fullest —I miss you guys!!

The 1996 Firecracker 5K was Ran
Kiper’s last foot race. The following
day he was diagnosed with cancer
and passed away that September.
Men’s mug #101 is in memory of Ran
Kiper.

“Firecracker strikes the perfect
balance of competitive running and
family fun. Every year I fight to get
amug, and regardless, I have a great
time with friends and family after
the race” Andrew Gaspard, avid
runner and Sportspectrum Manager

“Sprinklers, Popsicles, Music,
Front Yard Gatherings, American
Flags, The Southfield School Wa-
ter Stop have all become staples to
Shreveport’s largest road race. These
elements truly make this a race for
all ages and fitness levels.” Matt Sny-
der Firecracker participant

“We were happy to be able to safe-
ly produce races over the last year,
and our looking forward to making
the 2021 Firecracker 5k a running
community reunion,” said Matt
Brown. Spnortspectrum owner
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Hicks: COVID-19 became another obstacle to overcome

Continued from Page 98

said Al.

Her introduction to the
sport she loves these days
came around age 6.

“We put a ball in her
hand and she played a
little outfield and it was
OK, but dance was still
her passion,” Al said. “But
then we put her in the cir-
cle and she started pitch-
ing. Not to say it went very
well for her early on, but
she got a passion for ball”

The introduction to the
sport wasn’'t necessarily
a smooth one for young
Zoe.

“Her first pitching ex-
erience, she walks the
ases loaded,” Al said.

“She walks in one run.
Two runs. Three runs.
Four runs. And (coach)
Clayton Cassidy says to
me, ‘We got to get her out
of there! 1 said, "Yeah, but
it can’t be me’ So Clay-
ton walks out to the circle
and says to Zoe, ‘How’s
it going, Zoe? She said,
‘Yeah, this isn’t really how
I had it planned. Out she
comes, but she was un-
daunted”

“For me moving from
dance to softball, T liked
being the center of atten-
tion,” said Zoe. “I was that
person. I was always out-
going. I was bubbly. I was
energetic. I played one
game and I went home
and said, ‘Dad, I want to

itch. I want to touch the

all every single time.
I want the ball to come
back to me. Every single
time. I want to be in the
middle of the circle”

And a softball player
was born.

“We broke a lot of
boards in the back yard
working on her pitching,’
said Al. “She got to a pret-
ty %ood spot. I think if she
had stayed in the outfield
the whole time, she ma
not have developed the
passion for it, but her be-
ing right in the middle of
thm%s helped that. She
would play shortstop,
and she would pitch. She
got the bug for ball. She
went from interested to
committed to passion-
ate, absolutely passionate
about the sport once she
got into that 12 or 13 age
range.

European “Vacation”

Prior to Zoe's eighth-
%rade year, Al got a job in

urope coaching hockey
at a sports academy in St.
Polten, about a 45-minute
drive from Vienna. It was
a great opportunity for Al
and a chance for Zak to
continue his hockey train-
ing at the academy, which
also offered numerous
other athletic chances for
youngsters. Zoe made the
move overseas as well.

“It was crazy. It was a
big adventure for me, my
dad and my brother,” said
Zoe. “It was just some-
thing different. I was 12.
I had this incredible op-
portunity in front of me to
travel Europe.”

But the incredible op-
portunity meant finding a
sport to take at the acad-
emy, an academy that
didn’t offer softball. So
Zoe turned back to her
original love, dance. Only
this time it was taught by
a professional Russian
ballet instructor.

“In order for her to be a
part of that, we had to find
a sport for her” said Al
“She probably could have
Eotten by on the basket-

all or volleyball. She was
not a soccer player. But
then the dance opgortu-
nity came. Even though
she worked pretty hard,
you could start to see her
passion leave dance and

become really, really part
of what softball was. The
discipline of the dance
was really good for her.
Just learning how to com-
mit herself to a craft and
try to get better”

Zoe agrees.

“The dance I had been
doing was just for fun,’
said Zoe. “It was more
social. No competition
or anything. I think that’s
what I liked about bal-
let (in Austria). You were
beating out people for a
ballet position. The in-
structor (Frau Uszedma-
noba) was always talking
about that ... being a
professional  ballerina.
She would say, ‘You have
things to work on. Go fix
it and I will see you next
week’ It was more feed-
back for me, and it was
like now go hone your
craft. 1 really liked that
about dance.

“I think that’s why I put
in so much time now to
know my swing. To watch
film and do slow motion
video work. To do a bunch
of analytics on my swing
and on my average and on
my statistics. I think that
kinda started there. How
could I be at my best and
use the things that I have
to my advantage?”

Although she enrolled
in dance at the sports
academy that year, Zoe
never quit working on
softball.

“After the guys would
get off the ice, she would

rag me over to the cor-
ner of the rink and would
set up a pitching lane,’
laughed Al. “And then we
would go to one of the
tennis domes and set up
a batting cage and she
would put in the extra
work. She never slowed
down.

“I would take the bus
to school” Zoe said. “I
would take the bus to
dance classes. It was just
all a big adventure. My
dad and I lived in the
apartment and my broth-
er lived on campus at the
sports academy. It was
basically my dad and I
hanging out. When he
had extra time, we would
go hit or pitch at the hock-
ey rink. We would step off
43 feet, and I would pitch.
One day he pulled out the
radar gun they used for
slap shots for the hockey
guys. We were working ra-

ar stuff with my pitching
at the end of the hockey
rink. Everyone looked at
us like we were crazy.”

College Bound

The hours of hard work
paid off.

Zoe earned a softball
scholarship to play at
Iowa Western Communi-
ty College where she en-
rolled in the fall of 2017.

“There were not DI peo-
ple banging on our door
or calling us,” Al said.
“Through a connection
she visited Boston Col-
lege. I knew they weren’t
going to sign her but it
was a way to whet her
appetite. efowa Western)
Coach Ben Greer did a
world of good for Zoe. Her
first year she was }iretty
average. He spent a lot of
extra time with her. He
would pitch with her and
hit with her. Her next year
was an All-American year
for her”

She was  actually
named to three different
All-American teams fol-
lowing that sophomore
season, including first
team National Junior Col-
lege Athletic Association
(NJCAA) as well as sec-
ond team FastPitch News
and third team National
Fastpitch Coaches Associ-

Zoe Hicks

ation (NFCA). She batted
.488 with 24 doubles, 71
RBI and 66 runs scored.
In the circle, Zoe was 16-5
with a 2.69 earned run av-
erage and 130 strikeouts.

It was enough to get her
noticed by one Division I
program.

“Coming out of junior
college my options were
still limited,” said Zoe. “It
was either a DII school in
West Virginia or Buffalo.
Mike Roberts (now an as-
sistant coach at UL-Lafay-
ette) was the head coach
at Buffalo and told me he
wanted me to be a part
of turning that program
around.”

So prior to her soph-
omore season at lowa
Western, she signed the
national letter of intent
to play in New York. The
summer following her
All-American season, she
received the news that
Roberts was heading to
UL-Lafayette and a new
coach would be hired at
Buffalo.

“At that point I had the
decision to either decom-
mit and find a new school
or go to Buffalo,” said Zoe.
“I made the decision to
Eo to Buffalo. I just didn’t

ave that many options at
that time. But when I got
there, I realized it wasn’t
the Rrogram for me”

After  entering the
transfer portal, Zoe’s for-
mer Iowa Western coach
helped her make the con-
nection to former LA Tech
head coach Mark Mont-
gomery in Ruston. The
Lady Techsters had just
lost a left-handed hitting
first baseman and Mont-
gomery needed to fill a

osition need quickly be-
ore the start of the spring
2019 season.

“(Coach Montgomery)
was very honest from the
beginning,” Zoe said. “He
wanted me to come make
an impact on a program
that had won the C-USA
title in 2017. He sold me.
I'was on board with that.”

“Zoe coming to such a
strong DI program was re-
ally good tor her,” Al said.

The marriage worked
instantly.

Zoe started 42 games
for the Lady Techsters in
2019, batting .269 with 32
hits, 22 runs and 35 RBI.
She was the perfect com-

lement to an already
oaded and talented line-
up. She made a signifi-
cant impact helping Tech
in a heated race for the
regular season title until
she broke her ankle while
sliding into third base in a

ame against UTEP late in
the regular season.

Even with Zoe on the
sideline for the last 19
iames of the season, the

ady Techsters managed
to capture the program’s

first regular season con-
ference title and the
C-USA Tournament title
with a 3-1 win over Mar-
shall at Mary Bowers Field
in Birmingham. Zoe still
plai/led a role, using her
enthusiasm and energy
from the dugout to urge
her teammates to a mem-
orable late season run.

The 2020 season came
and went ... quickly. A
new head coach in Maria
Winn. A roster that had
lost a highly-decorat-
ed senior class. Change.
Adversity. And at times,
plenty of struggles. Yet
Zoe, who had recovered
from her ankle injury,
didn’'t miss a beat, bat-
ting a team-high .344
with six doubles and two
home runs. Tech opened
C-USA play winning two
out of three at UTEP and
appeared to be poised to
turn the corner when the
college softball season
- along with the entire
country - shut down due
to COVID-19.

It was just one more
disappointment to over-
come.

“I asked her one day if
she had any regrets about
not signing with a smaller
Erogram where she could

ave been their All-Amer-
ican, their all-evefiythin )
Al said. “Zoe said, ‘Well,
it wouldn’t have made
me better. I needed to
go somewhere that was
ahead of me, to a DI pro-
gram where I was sur-
rounded by players that
were going to make me
better and by coaches
that were going to ask me
to do more.

“That’s the attitude I
wanted her to have,” Al
said. “Ruston has been
a good fit for her. There
have been some heart-
breaks along the way with
her. But if you look at the
big picture, life is going
to throw you some nas-
ty changeups and cur-
veballs. T think her time
there has given her a skill-
set to move with those
lc_lfla,pges and do well in
ife.

Tech Connection

This fall while the rest
of her LA Tech teammates
were in Ruston, trying to
maneuver through the
challenges of acclimating
to a third coach in three
years and of operating in
a COVID-19 world, Zoe
stayed in Canada.

“I remember she called
me and said she just
didn’t feel good about
crossing the border,” Al
said. “She was quite con-
cerned about the pan-
demic. I told her to start
making some phone calls
and maybe she could do
some workouts through

her connections at Sport
Manitoba.”

That advice led her to
a chance meeting with
former Bulldog baseball
player Amos Ramon in
Winnipeg.

“I was hitting one day
and (Amos) starts asking
me questions about plac-
esin Ruston,” said Zoe. “'Is
Dawghouse still there? Do
you go to this place or that
place for postgame? We
started talking about how
Ruston has changed so
much. The new facilities
... all that kind of stuff”

“She would be training
and hitting by herself,
said Ramon, who played
for the Bulldogs in 2005
and 2006. “I knew the
connection. So I went u
and introduced myself.
We talked about Ruston
and Tech. I knew what
kind of hard worker she
was. It always intrigues
me when I know a player
is a hard worker. That’s
what I'm driven to as far
as a trying to work with
those ty]fles of players.
Just watching Zoe come
in every day and work out.
She was there four to five
hours a day, lifting and
doing other things at the

facility.”
According to both of
them, the relationship

turned into one of pupil
and student. Zoe’s drive
to get better and to hone
her craft. Amos’ drive to
help people do exactly
that.

But it wasn’t just soft-
ball that Zoe wanted help
with during the summer
and fall working with
Amos. Nope. Zoe has
played and has a desire to
continue playing baseball
following her Tech soft-
ball career.

Expedition League

As the sun begins to set
on Zoe’s collegiate career
- she took advantage of
the NCAA’s ruling that
allowed 2020 seniors to

lay in 2021 - she does so

owing that her career
on the diamond isn’t over.

In January, Zoe made
a little history by signing
with the Wheat City Whis-
ky Jacks of the Expedition
League. She became the
first female to sign with
the 12-team collegiate
summer league. Once the
Tech spring quarter ends,
she will head north to
Grand Forks, North Dako-
ta, for the opening of the
summer season on Ma
25. Normally the Wheat
City organization is based
in Brandon, Manitoba,
Canada, but due to bor-

der issues pertainin
to COVID19, it will ca
Grand Forks home for the

2021 season.

“College kids from all
over come and stay with
a host family and play for
the summer,’ said Zoe.
“I's an interesting op-

ortunity to be the first
emale to play in the ex-
pedition league. 1 think
we play 62 games in 70
nights. We have to have a
bigger roster to deal with
the amount of ball we’ll
be playing”

It won't be Zoe’s first
experience with baseball.

‘That came in the sum-
mer between her second

ear at lowa Western and
er first year at Buffalo/
LA Tech.

“I'went to a tournament
with my dad’s senior ball
team because they need-
ed more bodies; it was just
kind of luck of the draw,”
Zoe said. “I played with
them at a random tour-
nament that they have
gone to for years. There
were a couple of wed-
dings that weekend so

they had less bodies than
normal. The coach mes-
sa%(ed my dad and asked if
Zak and I wanted to play
that weekend. My brother
has played in the 1ea§ue
before. My dad played in
it years ago when he was
like 16.

“I was like ‘Ok’ T had
never played baseball in
my life. My first at bat I
foul off a few pitches and

et the count to 2-2 and

en the guy hits me in
the middle of my back.
The provincial coach from
Team Manitoba was there
and came up to me after
the game and was like,
‘Hey, do you play baseball
somewhere?” Anyway, I
ended up going to play at
the national tournament
with them and we fin-
ished fourth. It was from
there that I got involved
with that program every
summer after that”

So having been bit-
ten now by the baseball
bug as well, Zoe decided
to pursue opportunities
following her final sea-
son of softball in Ruston.
She emailed Ray Walker,
the general manager of
the Whisky Jacks and ex-
pressed interest in play-
ing. She followed up with
phone calls to the team
owner and ultimately
spoke to the coach, Robby
Laughlin.

“I knew that at the ju-
nior college level, Zoe was
a pretty elite softball pla¥—
er, and she has been really
good for (Tech),” Laughlin
said. “I have done a lot of
research on her. I talked
to Amos Ramon, who said
to me, ‘She is a really good
ball player. I am not going
to call her a softball play-
er. I am not going to call
her a baseball player. She
is just a ball player.

“At the end of the day,
my whole thing was I
didn’t want it to be a cir-
cus. I know this is some-
thing she has worked
extremely hard for. Every-
thing that Zoe is getting
she deserves,” Laughlin
said. “The conversations
between us have been
that she wants to do this
to prepare herself to be
on Team Canada to com-
pete in baseball at the
World Cup for Women. I
think this is an absolute
great opportunity for her.
The Expedition League
is a pretty high-level col-
legiate summer league,
and she is definitely going
to get tested by it. That is
for sure. I would like to
think she probably won'’t
ever see any competi-
tion in women’s baseball
like what she will see this
summer. I am really excit-
ed for her to get this op-
portunity, and see how it
goes for her. It’s a unique
situation for sure.”

Unique and another
opportuni‘gl for the balle-

rina turned ball player to
get better.
“If you're sitting in

your comfort zone, you
aren’t getting any bet-
ter,” Al said. “You proba-
bly aren’t stretching and
growing unless you are
uncomfortable. This will
make her uncomfortable,
and she will have an idea
where she stacks up. She
has visions of playing for
the Canadian National
Women’s Baseball Team
if they get back to World
Championships after
COVID. She would love to
put on the maple leaf jer-
sey and compete for her
country.”

But for at least two
more weeks, Zoe will put
on the Tech uniform and
compete for her Universi-
ty as part of one last dance
with the Lady Techsters.
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On This Day In History KHIN{{V0[V]5

1973 - Skylab blasts off
into orbit. The United
States’ first space station
crashed back to Earth on
July 11, 1979, four years
ahead of schedule. In its
six years of service, the
laboratory was used for
many biomedical and
technological experi-
ments.

1970 - The Red Army
Faction (RAF) begins
operations. The German
left-wing activist group
grew out of the peace and
anti-imperialist move-
ment of the 1960s. In
reaction to the violent op-
pression by the German
state, they later began
operating as a terrorist
cell and are responsible
for several murders.

1955 - The Warsaw Pact
is established. Eight
communist bloc coun-
tries signed the mutual

See, TEACHER, Page 3

5-14 CRYPTOQUIP
B N B’Z FHBSTF H S CS
CNPBWCS QCNCPB, B CVICDQ

TPBSF ZD QOLAWETHHO. AECA’Q

JELPL B IPCJ AEL VBHS.

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF A PASTY HAWAIIAN
FOOD WERE CONSUMED DURING HOLY
COMMUNION, YOU MIGHT CALL IT AN ALTAR
POI.

Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: F equals G

O O F 2O x@X =+ 2wk AC %Lk

\NRh2R3d
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTOVWXYZ

-0

B C R #® &L
Debermine bthe code bto reveal the

Solve the code to discover words related to safety.
Each number corresponds to a letter.
(Hint: 12=T)

8 1 13 12 10 23 25

14 24 23 12 21 8 12

10 25 2 13 24 9

afvs "q &unlur -y 192104d g UOUNDD Y ISIdMSUY

6 1 26 21

| am a pop singer born in Michigan on
April 27, 1988. | started performing
with groups in 2011. In 2014 |
was named as an artist to watch, and
a few years later | had a No. 1 hit.

02217 ‘AIMSUY

WE FIX
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CROSSWORD

ACROSS 36 Poets of DOWN 16 Sasha’s
1 Weep yore 1 Silver sister
4 Pretzel 37 Tea type salmon 20 Chop
topper 39 Has per- 2 Winne- 23 Beloved
8 Big party mission bago 24 Oklahoma
12 Eggs 40 Hooting owner, city
13 Peter bird briefly 25 Pixels
Fonda’s 41 Beetho- 3 Fish story 26 This and
beekeeper ven’s 4 Was right that
role Third for 27 Garfield’s
14 Wicked 45 Erte’s 5 Palliative pal
15 Cohort of style plants 28 Swerve
Harry and 48 Strong- 6 “Dancing 29 Passing
Ron man of with the craze
17 Caesar’s myth Stars” 32 Hotel
‘I came” 50 Whole judge staffer
18 Highly range Goodman 33 Louisiana
decorated 51 Killer 7 Acquired waterway
19 “That’ll be whale canines 35 Uncivi-
—day!” 52 Prune 8 Flu lized
21 French 53 Innocent symptom 36 Pub on
article one 9 Night wheels
22 Guided 54 Twosome before 38 Hooch
the flock 55 Sound 10 Badge 39 “Thank
26 Antelope from a metal you,
or goat hot wok 11 Yalie Henri”
29 g:;dly Solution time: 25 mins. 42 mlr?g;r
30 Rock’s PIEIRIPI 43 Corp.
Brian é g E E leaders
31 Classic kloTcTcl 44 Nile
theaters P L vipers
32 Misbe- E E[S|T{Y| 45 Apply
having . AR cream
33 Lure A R 46 JFK info
34 Dead Blo[c|c Al 47 Corn
heat AIM[O|K M core
35 Roulette  [MALPIE El 49 Mound
bet sl 5 stat
Yesterday’s answer 5-12
1 |2 |3 4 |5 |6 |7 8 |9 [10 |11
12 13 14
15 17

23 |24 |25

42 |43

52

55

GORILLA

TECH&REPAIR

727 Main Street | Minden | 299-3856

www.gorillatechandrepair.com
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Continued from Page 1
f ; WORD defense treaty, which
. S THINGS played an important
Fun By The SLE l ] T I I role during the Cold
? Numbers PUROLTIEBYYVS Q N K H \Kf{a;z;&gl antagonist
2 8 Like puzzles? © '
Then you'll love EBYWTROLJGEBYWU
sudoku. This 1948 - Isracl becomes
Lndgczjl_g‘ivr;ﬁlﬂgve GRPNGKIGDBZXVSQ ™ independent state.
you hooked from ~ The announcement by
i " ) .. .
sqeu gggﬁnsgou (I NSIGNIFICAN DO M Prime M‘mlster', David
’ Ben-Gurion, triggered
sharpen your 10 . > g
pencil and put YKI IMGIOOECAYWF @ monhame
your SltJd?tI:u et conflict known as the
savvy o the test: Arab-Israeli War of
ULLVSEQEPYNLNIO 1948. It started the day
fter th lamati
HFHAIBRMEEACTI AK 27 0CPOTEHITHON
as troops of Egypt,
Level: Advanced Syria, Transjordan
Here’s How It Works: YXVTELUESSQWCPC ali]dlra in Jad d th
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine q t'v cd the
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each young nation.
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, NMKSRRIJHHHOFEE.
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 1796 - The first small
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The ik :
more numbers you hame, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle! CBTAZAUCYTXHYVHH pox vaccination 1s
administered. The
giiéiziii UTRLFOESRUOCTRQT British physician,
ARRNRORRAE Thursday’s unlisted clue: SUSANS Edward Js:nner, suc-
glzlslelzlilvlcle Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all directions - cessfully inoculated an
forward, backward, up, down and diagonally. 8-year-old smallpox
F|6|L|2|5|8|8]|L]|°F Friday’s unlisted clue hint: JUST ONE OF — THINGS patient using material
2 é § i i i i g g Best Last Other Sure from a cowpox lesion.
Course of Living Real The way of  The word “vaccine” is
Zleje)8|t|gfe|¥|S Earthly Mere Scheme of  Thick of derived from the Latin
Lig|#]S|E|2)E|8B]L Insignificant Nice Seeing word for cow (vacca).
‘HIMSNV ©2021 King Features, Inc. 5/14

BABY BLUES | ricx KIRKMAN AND JERRY SCOT] BLONDIE 1 020 YOUNG AND JOHN MARSHALL

SOME OF THESE MOTORUOMES BUT SOME OF THESE SMALLER, \ [3]...RIGHT? § T DIDN'T THINK WED I'VE BEEN ON THE CABLE IT'S NOT LIKE THEY SIT Il HEY..YOU WANNA SEND ) \I\U‘
ARE BIG AND LUXURIOUS BUT SIMPLER ONES ARE JUST BS ~— HEAR (R\CKETS UNTIL COMPANY'S WEBSITE AND ON ) [.|(AROUND PLOTTING WAYS BUMSTEAD BACK THROUGH ) |
SUPER-EXPENSIVE, GOOD, RIGHT? WE SETUP CAMP, HOLD FOR HOURS TRYING TO)) |:\— TO MAKE YOU WAIT THE "ON HOLD” JUNGLE?
— (Ve PAY THIS :
\ ~
TN

N .. _

i
H

ONLYCHOICE|
u CABl%

DIST, By KING FEATUAES SYMDILATE S-id.

Bugs BROS L

www.Blondie.com

50, WHAT Do ¢ou
THINK ABOUT RAISING
MONES ON THE
INTERNET NOW2

KEEP GOING
OR YOUWILL
BE!

BUT IT
GET5 THE
JOB DONE!

IT MAY NOT IN
QOU AN MEDAKS
FROM A CANDS

COMPANG .

na, Inc. Distributed by King Features Syndic:

©2021 Comicar

WHERE ARE YOU
GOING WITH

TO CLEAN
MY ROOM.

I'M NOT SURE
IF HE'S JOKING
OR NOT.
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SAM AND SILO | rrrypunmes

PRINK
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PLACE YOUR AD TODAY
dlassifieds@press-herald.com

Classified line ads are published Tuesday and Friday in the Minden Press-Herald, Bossier Press-Tribune and online at www.press-herald.com

Classified
Rates

Pricing is easy!

$7.75

Per Day - Up to 20
words! Additional words
are only 30¢ cents more!

Garage Sales

No word limit.

$11

One Day

$16.°°

Two Days

Receive a FREE Garage Sale Kit
with your two day ad!

*Garage Sale ads must be prepaid.

Ads

Line ads must be submitted
by noon the day before
publication. Display ads two
days prior to publication.

Public Notices

Public notices must be submitted

two days prior to publication date
depending on the length. Notices
may be emailed to classifieds@

press-herald.com

Payments

Cash, Checks, Billing

Real Estate Notice
“All real estate advertised herein is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act,
which makes it illegal to advertise any
preference, limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status, or national
origin, or intention to make any such
preference, limitation, or discrimination.
We will not knowingly accept any
advertising for real estate, which is in
violation of the law. All persons are
hereby informed that all dwellings
advertised are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

Grow Your
Business

Call Courtney to place your ad!

PLACE
YOUR AD

TODAY!
377-1866

PUBLIC
/Eoncss

SHERIFF’S
SALE
CARRINGTON
MORTGAGE
SERVICES, LLC
VS.
JOHN HARRI-
SON NEAL

In the Twen-
ty-Sixth  Judicial
District Court of
Webster Parish,
Louisiana, No.
79121.

By virtue of a
WRIT OF SEI-
ZURE AND SALE
issued out of the
Twenty-Sixth
Judicial  District
Court of Webster
Parish, Louisi-
ana, in the above
styled and num-
bered suit and
to me directed, |
have seized and
taken into my
possession and
will offer for sale
at public auction
to the last and
highest bidder
for cash WITH
the benefit of
appraisement
and according to
law at the princi-
pal front door of
the Courthouse in
the City of Mind-
en, Webster Par-
ish, Louisiana on

WEDNESDAY,
May 19, 2021,
During the legal
sale hours, the
following property,
to wit:

The East 74 feet
of Lot Ten (10),
Block “C”, Bonnie
Heights  Subdivi-
sion, a subdivi-
sion located in the
South Half of the
Southeast Quar-
ter (S/2 of SE/4),
Section 16, Town-
ship 19 North,
Range 9 West,
Minden, Webster
Parish, Louisiana,
as shown by map
and plat thereof
in Map Book 2,
Page 97, Map Re-
cords of Webster
Parish, Louisiana,
together with all
improvements
thereon and all
rights thereto be-

longing.

Which has the
address of 210
Virginia Ave-

nue, Minden, LA
71055.

SOLD SUBJECT
TO ANY SUPE-
RIOR LIENS,
MORTGAGES
OR PRIVILEGES
THERETO.

Said property
seized is that of
the defendant and
will be sold to sat-
isfy a judgment
rendered in our
Honorable Court.

JASON R. PARK-
ER

Sheriff & Ex-Offi-
cio Auctioneer
Webster Parish,
Louisiana

Linda Vaughan -
Deputy

April 16, 2021
May 14, 2021
Minden Press-Herald

SHERIFF’'S
SALE
CITIBANK, N.A.
NOTINITS
INDIVIDUAL
CAPACITY BUT
SOLELY AS
OWNER TRUST-
EE FOR NEW
RESIDENTIAL
MORTGAGE
LOAN TRUST
2018-3
VS.
JERRY R. LE-
MAY A/K/A JER-
RY RAE LEMAY
A/K/A JERRY
RAY LEMAY
AND VESTA C.
LEMAY

In  the Twen-
ty-Sixth  Judicial
District Court of
Webster Parish,
Louisiana, No.
CV79046.

By virtue of a
WRIT OF SEI-
ZURE AND SALE
issued out of the
Twenty-Sixth
Judicial District
Court of Webster
Parish, Louisi-
ana, in the above
styled and num-
bered suit and
to me directed, |
have seized and
taken into my
possession  and
will offer for sale
at public auction
to the last and
highest bidder
for cash WITH
the benefit of
appraisement
and according to
law at the princi-
pal front door of
the Courthouse in
the City of Mind-
en, Webster Par-
ish, Louisiana on
WEDNESDAY,
May 19, 2021,
During the legal
sale hours, the
following property,
to wit:

A TRACT OF
LAND 70 YARDS
SQUARE IN THE
NORTHWEST
CORNER )NW)
OF THE NORTH-
WAST QUAR-
TER (NW 1/4)
OF SECTION 32,
TOWNSHIP 23
NORTH, RANGE
10 WEST, WEB-
STER PARISH,
LOUISIANA,
CONTAINING
ONE ACRE,
MORE OR LESS;
subject to restric-
tions, servitudes,
rights-of-way and
outstanding min-
eral rights of re-
cord affecting the
property.

SOLD SUBJECT
TO ANY SUPE-
RIOR LIENS,
MORTGAGES
OR PRIVILEGES

THERETO.

Said property
seized is that of
the defendant and
will be sold to sat-
isfy a judgment
rendered in our
Honorable Court.
JASON R. PARK-
ER

Sheriff & Ex-Offi-
cio Auctioneer
Webster Parish,
Louisiana

Linda Vaughan -
Deputy

April 16, 2021
May 14, 2021
Minden Press-Herald

ADVERTISE-
MENT FOR BIDS

Sealed proposals
will be received
by the Webster
Parish School
Board, Attn: John-
ny Rowland, Jr.,
by hand-delivery,
at 1442 Sheppard
Street, Minden,
Louisiana, by mail
to the Webster
Parish School
Board, ATTN:
Johnny Rowland,
P. O. Box 520,
Minden, Louisi-
ana 71058,

Or electronically
at  www.central-

bidding.com un-
til 2:.00 p.m. on
Tuesday, June

01, 2021 for the
sale of the follow-

ing property:

215 N. Middle
Landing
Minden, LA
71055
(Old Stewart Ele-
mentary Site)

Precisely at the
above time and
place, all propos-
als in hand will be
publicly opened
and read aloud
and any pro-
posals received
subsequent to
the opening will
be returned un-

opened. Gen-
eral  Conditions
and Instructions

to Bidders, a plat
and description of
the property, and
Bid Form may
be acquired from
Webster  Parish
School Board,
1442  Sheppard
Street, Minden,
Louisiana or by
contacting  Ter-
ric W. Ferguson,
telephone number
(318) 377-7052.

Arrangements to
inspect the prop-
erty may be made
with Jeff Franklin,
by telephone at
(318) 377-7052.

Minimum accept-
able bid for the
site is HIGHEST

ACCEPTABLE
BID
Award of the

purchase will be
made to the high-
est bidder at or
over the minimum

acceptable bid
subject to accep-
tance and approv-
al by the Webster

Parish School
Board.
The Board re-

serves the right to
reject any and all
bids.

WEBSTER PAR-
ISH SCHOOL
BOARD

JOHNNY ROW-
LAND, JR.
SUPERINTEN-
DENT

May 07, 2021
May 14, 2021
May 21, 2021
May 28, 2021
Minden Press-Herald

PUBLIC NOTICE

Minden Plan-
ning Commission
Meeting

June 3, 2021 -
10:00 a.m.

Pelican Room -
Minden City Hall

On the agenda
is a request from
Latasha  Mitch-
ell for a zoning
change from R-3
(Single Family
Residential) to
B-1 (Neighbor-
hood Commer-
cial) on property
owned by her lo-
cated at the mu-
nicipal  address
of 224 N. Middle
Landing Street.

The purpose
of this zoning
change is to be
able to use the
property to open
a preschool/after-
school facility for
children.

Legal Description:
LOT #4 AND THE
NORTH 5 FT. OF
LOT #5, BLK. “F”,
RESURVEY OF
S.J. HARRELL
SECOND SUB-
DIV.

All interested par-
ties will be given
a chance to be
heard.

To be advertised
in the legal sec-
tion of the official
journal on May
14, May 21, and
May 28, 2021.

May 14, 2021
May 21, 2021
May 28, 2021
Minden Press-Herald

PUBLIC NOTICE

Minden Plan-
ning Commission
Meeting

June 3, 2021 -
10:00 a.m.

Pelican Room -
Minden City Hall

On the agenda
is a request from
Teressia Garner,

Andreka Win-
ston and Kiristi
Williams  (option

holders) for a zon-
ing variance on
property owned
by Minden Baptist
Church  located
at the municipal
address of 800
Yale Street. This
property is zoned
R-2 (Single Fami-
ly Residential).

The purpose of
this zoning vari-
ance is to be able
to use the proper-
ty for a daycare/
preschool facility.

Legal Descrip-
tion: LOTS #14,
15, 16, 17 & 18,
BABB ADDN. &
STRIP 30 X 145
FT. ADJ. (FOR-
MERLY PART
OF HIGH ST.) IN
NE/4 OF SW/4
SEC. 28-19-9

All interested par-
ties will be given
a chance to be
heard.

To be advertised
in the legal sec-
tion of the official
journal on May
14, May 21, and
May 28, 2021.

May 14, 2021
May 21, 2021
May 28, 2021
Minden Press-Herald

LLC., is applying
to the Office of
Alcohol & Tobac-
co Control of the
State of Louisi-
ana for a permit
to sell beverages
of high and low
alcohol content at
retail in the Parish
of Webster at the
following address:
605 Main Street,

Minden, LA,
71055

Under Dawgs,
LLC.

Members: Clau-
dine Adams
Thomas and

Ricky Lynn Thom-
as

May 11, 2021

May 14, 2021

Minden Press-Herald

SHERIFF’S
SALE
HOME POINT
MORTGAGE
ACCEPTANCE
CORP.

VS.
ERIC C. SIM-
MONS A/K/A
ERIC CARROLL
SIMMONS

In the Twen-
ty-Sixth  Judicial
District Court of
Webster Parish,
Louisiana, No.
CV79141.

By vir-

tue of a WRIT OF
SEIZURE AND
SALE issued
out of the Twen-
ty-Sixth  Judicial
District Court of
Webster Parish,
Louisiana, in the
above styled and
numbered suit
and to me direct-
ed, | have seized
and taken into my
possession and
will offer for sale
at public auction
to the last and
highest bidder
for cash WITH-
OUT the benefit
of appraisement
and according to
law at the princi-
pal front door of
the Courthouse in
the City of Mind-
en, Webster Par-
ish, Louisiana on

WEDNESDAY,
June 16, 2021,
During the legal
sale hours, the
following property,
to wit:

Begin at the NE
corner of the NW
1/4 of the SW
1/4 of Section 8,

T23N, R10OW,
Webster Parish,
Louisiana, and

run S 0° 10’E 900
feet to the point of
beginning; thence
run W 608.9 feet;
thence run S
377.7 feet to the
N right-of-way
of Springhill to
Shongaloo High-
way; thence run
S 88° 43’E along
said right-of-way
190 feet; thence
run N 220 feet;
thence run E 200
feet; thence run S
223.5 feet to the
said right-of-way;
thence run East-
erly along curve
in the said right-
of-way to the E
line of said forty a
distance of 220.9
feet; thence run
N 0° 10’ W 414.3
feet to the point of
beginning.

Also Begin at the
NE corner of the
NW 1/4 of the
SW 1/4 of Section
8, T23N, R10W,
Webster Parish,
Louisiana, and
run S 0° 10" E
1062 feet; thence
run W 219.4 feet
to the point of be-
ginning;  thence
continue W 200
feet; thence S
220 feet to the
N right-of-way of
the Springhill to
Shongaloo High-
way; thence run
S 89° 00’ E along
said right-of-way
200 feet; thence
run N 223.5 feet
to the point of be-
ginning,  togeth-
er with all rights
thereto belonging.
Which has the
address of 24130
Highway 157,
Springhill, LA
71075.

SOLD SUBJECT
TO ANY SUPE-
RIOR LIENS,
MORTGAGES
OR PRIVILEGES
THERETO.

Said property
seized is that of
the defendant and
will be sold to sat-
isfy a judgment
rendered in our
Honorable Court.

JASON R. PARK-
ER

Sheriff & Ex-Offi-
cio Auctioneer
Webster Parish,
Louisiana

Linda Vaughan -
Deputy

May 14, 2021
June 11, 2021
Minden Press-Herald

PUBLIC HEAR-
INGS
The Village of

Doyline will con-
duct two (2) pub-
lic hearings on
Wednesday, May
19, 2021, begin-
ning at 10:00 AM
in the Village Hall
at the Village of
Doyline.

The purpose of
the first public
hearing will be
to receive com-
ments on the Par-
ish’s performance
on its FY 2019
Louisiana Com-
munity Develop-
ment Block Grant
(LCDBG) Pro-
gram  (Contract
No. 2000477899)
for sewer im-
provements. The
Parish will submit
close-out doc-
uments for the
aforementioned
LCDBG program
to the Louisiana
Division of Ad-
ministration within
forty-five (45) cal-
endar days of this
notice.

The second pub-
lic hearing, a Fair
Housing Informa-
tional Hearing,
will be conducted
following the Per-
formance Hear-
ing. The purpose
of this hearing
is to discuss fair
housing policies,
including the Fair
Housing Act as
Amended  (Title
8), and any rec-
ommendations
for improving fair
housing opportu-
nities within the
community.

All residents of the
Parish, particular-
ly low to moderate
income persons,
are invited to at-
tend and submit
comments.  Any
person unable
to attend these
hearings may
submit their writ-
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ten comments to:
Mr. Steven Brid-
well, Mayor, Vil-
lage of Doyline,
Post Office Box
626, Doyline, LA
71023.

Any person hav-
ing a physical
handicap that re-
quires special ac-
commodations or
any non-English
speaking per-
sons who require
an interpreter
should telephone
the Village at
(318) 745-2625
or write to the Vil-
lage at the above
address at least
three (3) days
prior to the hear-
ing date.

May 14, 2021
Minden Press-Herald

PUBLIC HEAR-
INGS

The Town of Sib-
ley will conduct
two (2) pub-
lic hearings on
Wednesday, May
19, 2021, begin-
ning at 10:00 AM
in the Town Hall
at the Town of
Sibley.

The purpose of
the first public
hearing will be
to receive com-
ments on the
Parish’s  perfor-
mance on its FY
2019 Louisiana
Community De-
velopment Block
Grant (LCD-
BG) Program
(Contract No.
2000477912) for
sewer improve-
ments. The Par-
ish  will submit
close-out  doc-
uments for the
aforementioned
LCDBG program
to the Louisiana
Division of Ad-
ministration with-
in forty-five (45)
calendar days of
this notice.

The second pub-
lic hearing, a Fair
Housing Informa-
tional Hearing,
will be conducted
following the Per-
formance Hear-
ing. The purpose
of this hearing
is to discuss fair
housing policies,
including the Fair
Housing Act as
Amended (Title
8), and any rec-
ommendations
for improving fair
housing opportu-
nities within the
community.

All  residents of
the Parish, par-
ticularly low to
moderate in-
come  persons,
are invited to at-
tend and submit
comments. Any
person  unable
to attend these
hearings may
submit their writ-
ten  comments
to: Mr. Jimmy
Williams, Mayor,
Town of Sibley,
Post Office Box
128, Sibley, LA
71073.

Any person hav-
ing a physical
handicap that re-
quires special ac-
commodations or
any non-English
speaking per-
sons who require
an interpreter
should telephone
the Town at (318)
377-0345 or write
to the Town at the
above address at
least three (3)
days prior to the
hearing date.

May 14, 2021
Minden Press-Herald

“NOTICE TO
ESTABLISH A
BRANCH”

In the matter of
the establish-
ment of a branch
of Gibsland Bank
& Trust Compa-
ny, notice is here-
by given that the
Gibsland  Bank
& Trust Compa-
ny, whose Main
Office and domi-
cile is located in
Gibsland, Bien-
ville Parish, Lou-
isiana, has made
application to
the Federal De-

posit Insurance
Corporation and
the Louisiana

Commissioner of
Financial Institu-
tions to establish
a branch to be
located at 714
Broadway Street,
Minden, Webster
Parish, Louisi-
ana.

Any person wish-
ing to comment
on this applica-
tion may file his
or her comments,
in writing, with
the Regional
Director, Kristi
Elmquist, of the
Federal Deposit
Insurance Corpo-
ration atits Dallas
Regional Office
at 1601 Bryan
Street, Dallas,
Texas 75201,
not later than
May 29, 2021.
The  non-confi-
dential portion of
the  application
is on file in the
regional  office
and is available
for inspection
during regular
business hours.
Photocopies  of
the non-confi-
dential portion of
the  application
file will be made
available  upon
request.

Any person wish-
ing to comment
on this applica-
tion with the Lou-
isiana Office of
Financial Institu-
tions may file his
or her comments,
in writing, with the
Commissioner of
Financial Insti-
tutions, Post Of-
fice Box 94095,
Baton Rouge,
Louisiana 70804-
9095. The Office
of Financial Insti-
tutions is not re-
quired to consid-
er any comments
received more
than 30 days af-
ter the date of
publication of

this notice. The
Public Section of
the  application
will be available
at the Office of
Financial Institu-
tions for public
inspection during
the regular busi-
ness hours of
8:00 a.m. to 4:30
p.m., Monday
through Friday.
This notice is
published pursu-
ant to Part 303.7
of the Rules and
Regulations  of
the Federal De-
posit Insurance
Corporation and
LAC 10:I Chapter
5 of the “Louisi-
ana Register”.
Gibsland Bank &
Trust Company
P.O. Box 180
1246 Third Street

Gib-
sland, LA 71028

By:
John C. Cole,
Chief  Banking
Officer

May 14, 2021
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PUBLIC NO-
TICE:
Hemphill, LLC
proposes to

build a 270-foot
Self-Support
Communications

Tower. Antici-
pated lighting
application is
medium intensi-

ty dual red/white
strobes. The
Site location is
115 Buddy Carter
Place, Doyline,
LA 71023, Lat:
[32-28-23.276],

Long:  [-93-23-
56.548]. The
Federal Commu-
nications Com-
mission  (FCC)
Antenna  Struc-

ture Registration
(ASR, Form 854)
filing number is
A1193084.

ENVIRONMEN-
TAL EFFECTS
— Interested per-
sons may review
the  application
(www.fcc.gov/
asr/applications)
by entering the
filing number.
Environmental
concerns may be
raised by filing a
Request for En-
vironmental Re-
view  (www.fcc.
gov/asr/environ-
mentalrequest)
and online filings
are strongly en-
couraged. The
mailing address
to file a paper
copy is: FCC
Requests for
Environmental
Review, Attn:
Ramon Williams,
445 12th Street
SW, Washington,

DC 20554. HIS-
TORIC  PROP-
ERTIES  EF-

FECTS — Public
comments re-
garding potential
effects on historic
properties may
be submitted
within 30 days
from the date of
this  publication
to: Trileaf Corp,
Alondra, a.trevi-
no@trileaf.com,
2550 S. IH-35,

Suite 200, Austin,
TX 78704, 512-
519-9388.

May 14, 2021
Minden Press-Herald

Executive De-
partment

Proclamation
Number 51 JBE

2021

SPECIAL ELEC-
TION — JUSTICE
OF THE PEACE,

JUSTICE OF
THE PEACE
DISTRICT 3,
PARISH OF
WEBSTER
WHEREAS,

a vacancy exists
in the office of
the Justice of the
Peace, Justice of
the Peace District
3, Parish of Web-
ster, because no
one qualified for
this office during
the January 22-
24, 2021 qualify-
ing period for the
March 20, 2021
special election;
and

WHEREAS,
Louisiana
vised
18:621
the

Re-
Statute
requires
Governor
to call a spe-
cial election to
fill a vacancy in
the office of a
judge when more
than twelve (12)
months of the
term remain un-
expired, in ac-
cordance with
the provisions of
La. R.S. 18:621,
and/or the dates
for elections set
forth in La. R.S.
18:402.

NOW  THERE-
FORE, I, JOHN
BEL EDWARDS,
Governor of the
State of Louisi-
ana, by virtue
of the authority
vested by the
Constitution and
the laws of the
State of Louisi-
ana, do hereby
order and direct
as follows:

SECTION 1:

A special primary
and general elec-
tion for the unex-
pired term shall
be held through-
out the jurisdic-
tion of the Jus-
tice of the Peace
District 3, Parish
of Webster, for
the purpose of
electing a justice
of the peace to
fill the vacancy in
the office.

SECTION 2:

Any qualified
person desir-
ing to become a
candidate for the
office shall file a
notice of candi-
dacy, accompa-
nied either by a
qualifying fee or
a nominating pe-
tition, as required
or authorized
by law, with the
appropriate elec-
tion official in
the manner and
form, and under
the procedures

and conditions,
provided by La.
R.S. 18:461 et
seq., and all
other applicable
provisions of the
Louisiana Elec-
tion Code, La.
R.S. 18:1 et seq.,
during the peri-
od commencing
Wednesday, July
14, 2021, and
ending at 4:30
p.m. Friday, July
16, 2021.

SECTION 3:

The special elec-
tion for the unex-
pired term shall
be held and con-
ducted under the
applicable provi-
sions of the Lou-
isiana  Election
Code, La. R.S.
18:1 et seq.

SECTION 4:

The primary elec-
tion shall be held
Saturday, Octo-
ber 9, 2021, and
the general elec-
tion shall be held
Saturday, No-
vember 13, 2021,
at the times and
places and in
the manner, pre-
scribed by law.

SECTION 5:

The  Secretary
of State, Com-
missioner of
Elections, Parish
Board of Elec-
tion Supervisors,
Clerk of Court,
Registrar of Vot-
ers, and all other
persons charged
with any power,
function, right,
duty or responsi-
bility in conduct-
ing elections in
the jurisdiction of
the Justice of the
Peace District 3,
Parish of Web-
ster, are hereby
authorized, re-
quested, directed
and empowered
to exercise every
lawful  function
and to do every
act necessary
to conduct the
special election,
to cause the re-
turns to be made,
to canvass and
promulgate the
results, and to
perform all relat-
ed and incidental
functions.

IN WITNESS
WHEREOF, I
have set my
hand officially
and caused to be
affixed the Great
Seal of Louisi-
ana in the City of
Baton Rouge, on
this 11th day of
March, 2021.

GOVERNOR OF
LOUISIANA

ATTEST BY THE
SECRETARY
OF STATE

SECRETARY OF
STATE

May 14, 2021
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APARTMENTS

FOR RENT

Hillside

Apartments
1,283
Bedrooms

VAR 400 Hillside Lane
" Minden, LA 71055
318-377-5550
Lots of Room

Washer & Dryer
connections

Sparkling Pool

Red Oak
Villa

1355 Sheppard St.
Minden, LA

Carefree Independent
Living For The Elderly

Low income
subsidized housing.
Free water & garbage.
Mailboxes & laundry
rooms. Emergency call
system. Convenient to
banking & shopping.

B 3778474

8:00 - 4:00  Mon. - Fri.

MISC.

Use ltch-
NoMore
shampoo to
treat skin
allergies,
promote
healing &
eliminate
doggy odor.
Minden
Farm & Gar-
den 371-
0010 (www.
kennelvax.
com)

HEAD START

CENTERS in
your areas are
accepting ap-
plications  for
enrollment  of
children who
will be 3 or 4
years of age on
or before Sep-
tember 30th of
this year. Our
Head Start Pro-
gram has been
recognized by
the State of
Louisiana  for
providing high
quality services
for all children,
including  chil-
dren with dis-
abilities.

For more in-
formation, you
may visit or call:
Head Start Ad-
ministrative Of-
fice
111
Street
Minden, LA
318-377-7022

SALES

Murrell

HUSBAND
FOR HIRE
RETIREMENT
SALE Saws,
sanders, vari-
ety of doors,
wood, paint,
power washer,
firewood and
rack, mow-
er, 4-wheel-
er, and much
more. Charles
Stubbs, 318-
377-8658 or
426-5425.
BILL &
RALPH’S INC.
118 B & R
Drive, Sarep-
ta, La. 71071
Accepting Ap-
plications For
Delivery Route
Drivers with
a CDL(Class
A) Drivers Li-
cense. Free
Medical Insur-
ance for Driver,
Family Medi-
cal Insurance
available. Den-
tal and 401K
Benefits, Hour-
ly plus Incentive
Pay, Longevity
pay increases,
Yearly  Safe-
ty Bonus Pay,
Monthly Safety/
Performance
Pay. Apply at
Bill & Ralph’s
Contact Mick-
ey Hodges at
(318)539-2071
mickey.hodg-
es@billan-
dralphs.com

BOX TRUCK
DELIVERY
DRIVER Bill
& Ralph’s Inc.
118 B & R
Drive, Sarepta,
La. 71071 Ac-
cepting  Appli-
cations For Box
Truck Delivery
Driver Must
have at least
a Class D Li-
cense. Training
for CDL-A will
be available, if
interested, but
not mandatory.
Free Medical
Insurance for
Driver, Family
Medical Insur-
ance available.
Dental and
401K Benefits,
Hourly plus In-
centive Pay,
Yearly  Safe-
ty Bonus Pay,
Monthly Safety/
Performance
Pay. Apply at
Bill & Ralph’s
Contact Mick-
ey Hodges at
(318)539-2071
mickey.hodg-
es@billan-
dralphs.com

WEBSTER
PARISH HEAD
START has
an immediate
opening for
Bus Driver in
the Minden,
Cotton Valley,
Homer and
Haynesville
area. Require-
ments are CDL
with Passenger
and School Bus
Endorsement.
Please apply at
Webster Par-
ish  Communi-
ty Services or
the Head Start
Administrative
Office.

SALES
LARGE YARD
SALE 264 Ka-
tie Lane, Min-
den. Friday &
Saturday start-
ing at 8:00am.
MOVING SALE
Saturday, 7-ill.
127  Fullbright
Circle, Minden.
Huge Sale!

NEW Obituary

Submission Guidelines

* All obituaries must be typed to avoid any

€ITOTS.

* Deadline for obituaries 1s 3:00 p.m. two
days prior to the publication date.

* A proof can be provided via email if

requested.

* Obituary cost 15 $40/per 400 words and
mcludes a single photo. Payments can be
made over the phone once the obit 1s
received. All obituaries are subject to
prepayment.

» Obituaries may be submitted by bringing
a typed copy by our office at 203 Gleason

St., Minden, or emailing to
obits@press-herald.com.

If you have any further questions

please call our office at 318-377-1866
| \
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Cleaning Services

FREE ESTIMATES

Commercial & Residential

* Pressure Washing
* Soft Washing
* Gutter Cleaning

* Concrete Sealing
* Window Cleaning
* Carpet Cleaning

(318) 268-9659 @ (318) 505-5603

MITCHELL | |y SPACECOULD g
YOURS!

> Asphalt& Concrete Paving $75/MONTH
> Dirt Work & Hauling
> Demolition BLACK & WHTIE
OR
$125/MONTH IN
COLOR!

CALL 377-1866
TODAY!

.
Contact Keith

377-8594 or 470-0812

SUPP@RTING

RIVER VALLEY

RENOVATIONS
Remodeling » Customn Decks

Interior & Exterior Painting
Tile & Wood Flooring *» Roofing
Shops & Pole Barns

Owner: James Leigh
30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
10% SENIOR DISCOUNTS

FREE ESTIMATES
318-505-5603 & 318-927-7492

BLJJ ROOFING

LARRY BURRELL - OWNER

417 WEBB COURT
501-352-2393

General Liability & \WWorkmens Comp
Member of Better Business Bureau
Member of Chamber-of Commerce

GIVE US A
BREAK

We Will Fix [t.

Our technicians are ready to help. From screen
replacements to water damage, Gorilla Tech
& Repair has the knowledge and experience it.

(@)

GORILLA
[ECH&REPAIR
727 Main Street | Minden | (318) 299-3856
www.gorillatechandrepair.com

LucEy ‘Brake

Dﬂvm ﬂcadémy

Drivers Ed e Defensive

Drivinge Driving Lessons

7 Cert. Licensed Instructors

Elizabeth M.

Hollingsworth
Owner, TPT

209 Pine- Minden
318-299-3853 5+

Locally Owned & Operated

SPEER
ROOFING

& Construction; LLC

Serving Minden
and surrounding
areas since 2004!

Free Estinates

owner Daniel Speer phone (318) 371-0008

“Come Ride With Ug”

Webster Parigh Police Jury
Office of Community Services

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

Medical appointments,
““ work, shopping, banking or
vigiting. From Springhill to

zc o Shreveport and all points in
“/ between we will get you

n

there with dependable,
courteous services.
For information or to schedule a ride
3(8-377-7022 - Minden Mom‘hlg

Handicap & wheelchair accessible
Equal opportunity employee/services

Available

KIRKS TOWING
& RECOVERY

“You CALL, WE HAUL!”

POP A LOCK
AVAI LABLE

TYRONE KIRKWOOD
OWNER

354 Penal Farm Road
Sibley, LA71073

318-779-4391

™15 > OURs:

$100/MONTH BLACK & WHITE
OR
$150/MONTH IN COLOR!

CALL 377-1866

Free Estimates!

318-225-0817

Specializing in
KITCHEN AND BATH RENOVATIONS
Tile Backsplashes - Tile Showers - Kitchen Cabinets
PAINTING -Interior & Exterior

FLOORING - Tile & Wood Floors

CARPENTRY - Trim, Siding & Decks
GENERAL HOME MAINTENANCE

PRESSURE WASHING

Tuae Tree GuUYS

Jon Conway
&
Kevin Crawford
Licensed & Insured
Locally Owned & Operated

601 Howell St. ‘ Jon(318)517.3069

Minden,LA
P(evm 18) 780-0765)
71055 B

jon.thetreegu‘ys@gmail.com

Like Us on Facebook
@thetreeguys18
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LEGISLATURE

State moves closer to centralized sales tax collection

More legislation must pass in
another session to complete plan

DAVID JACOBS
The Center Square

The Louisiana Sen-
ate voted unanimously
Wednesday for a House-
passed proposal to cen-
tralize oversight of sales
tax collection.

“Doing business like
we've always done isn’t
working for us,” said Sen.
Barry Milligan, R-Shreve-

port, who presented
House Bill 199 in his
chamber. “We're being
left behind.”

Under Louisiana’s un-
usual system, 53 different
entities collect sales taxes.
Local leaders historically
have liked it that way, ar-
guing that having local of-
ficials collect local taxes is
the best way to ensure the
money is spent the way

local voters and taxpayers
want it spent.

Business advocates,
however, long have ar-

ued the current system
is too difficult to navigate
for companies that sell
in multiple jurisdictions,
especia% for small busi-
nesses. The decentralized
system also contributes to
Louisiana’s poor showin,
on various think tanks
rankings of state tax sys-
tems.

Some lawmakers also
fear the current system
could be found unconsti-
tutional in light of the U.S.

Supreme Court’s Wayfair
decision, which cleared
the way for states to col-
lect sales taxes on internet
sales but said states plac-
ing an “undue burden”
on interstate commerce
could be violating the U.S.
Constitution.

The bill calls for an
eight-person commis-
sion, with four represent-
ing state interests and
four representing local of-
ficials. At least two-thirds
of them would have to
agree to change commis-
sion policy.

Under amendments

adopted Wednesday, the
Senate would have to
confirm the commission’s
members. The House and
Senate will have to work
out the differences in
their versions of HB 199.
Local officials want to
retain their ability to au-
dit businesses in their ar-
eas that they suspect are
withholding taxes, but
businesses don’t want to
be subjected to multiple
audits by different juris-
dictions. The commission
is directed to streamline
the audit process, but
what that will mean is not

clear. The commission
will serve as the central
auditor for all out-of-state
taxpayers.

The change will require
a constitutional amend-
ment, which means vot-
ers must approve. The bill
calls for an election next
fall.

The enabling legislation
that pairs with the pro-
posed amendment is not
available in the current
session. Lawmakers will
have to hammer out the
details in a future session.

House committee considers two incarceration bills Wednesday

RYAN NELSEN
LSU Manship School News Service

BATON ROUGE--Two
bills dealing with the re-
lease of incarcerated in-
dividuals were heard
in a House committee
Wednesday, with one
passin§ and the other be-
ing deferred in the face of
opposition.

HB83, by Rep. Bryan
Fontenot, = R-Thibodaux,
advanced through the
Committee on Adminis-
tration of Criminal Jus-
tice. The bill expedites
bail procedure by ending
a requirement that an ar-
rested individual must be
transported to the parish

where the warrants were
originally registered before
being released.

HB603, written by Rep.
Wilford Carter, D-Lake
Charles, did not pass, as he
tried to adjust the amount
of time that the Depart-
ment of  Corrections
(DOC) takes to complete
paperwork dealing with a
detainee’s release.

A complication for Car-
ter’s bill is that Louisiana
is under a statewide civil
investigation by the De-
partment of Justice for its
prisoner release practices.

“The United States Con-
stitution requires that a
person must be released
within, at most, two days

of their legal release date,’
said Rebecca Ramaswamy,
staff attorney of the Prom-
ise of Justice Initiative.
“HB603 tries to give the
DOC 40 days, or 10 days, or
even three days. Anything
more than two days past
their legal release date, the
state is violating that per-
son’s rights.”

Ramaswamy told the
committee that the bill “is
trying to get the legislators
blessing to continue to
waste millions of dollars a
year on unnecessary and
unconstitutional over de-
tention.”

Rep. Carter was not
present at the meeting.

Another member of the
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Promise of Justice Initia-
tive, Michael Calhoun,
told the committee just
how much over-detaining
costs the state.

“In 2019, DOC found
in one month, 231 people
were affected,” Calhoun
said. “Those Feople waited
an average of 44 days to be
released after a judge or-
dered them free” He said
the agency concluded that
this pattern was costing
the state $2.8 million a year
in housing costs alone.

Megan Garvey, who
spoke in opgosition to the
bill on behalf of the Loui-

siana Association of Crim-
inal Defense Lawyers, told
the committee that the

setting.

growth and

Corrections Department
uses a van to physically
transport paperwork rath-
er than using communica-
tions technology.

A defense lawyer on the
committee, Rep. Nicholas
Muscarello, R-Hammond,
did not object to Carter’s
bill being voluntarily de-
ferred but spoke enviously
of HB83 by Fontenot.

“I'm kind of disappoint-
ed I couldn’t think of it/
said Muscarello.

That bill proposes that
people with warrants tak-
en into custody outside of
the jurisdiction where the
warrant was issued can
make bail in the parish
they were detained. Cur-

rently, law-enforcement
officers are required to
transport the individual to
the parish that issued the
warrant, causing delay and
transportation costs.

Sheriff Craig Webre of
Lafourche Parish spoke
in favor of Fontenot’s bill
and said it “legitimizes
and recognizes the right to
bail, that all persons who
are arrested have.”

“It also assists in expe-
diting the process in a way
that allows jails and people
incarcerated not to have to
be transported all across
the state of Louisiana
when not necessary,” said
Webre.
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