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WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
U.S. gave full approval to Pfiz-
er’s COVID-19 vaccine on Mon-
day, a milestone that may help 
lift public confidence in the 
shots as the nation battles the 
most contagious coronavirus 
mutant yet.

The vaccine made by Pfizer 
and its partner BioNTech now 
carries the strongest endorse-
ment from the Food and Drug 
Administration, which has nev-
er before had so much evidence 
to judge a shot’s safety. More 

than 200 million Pfizer doses al-
ready have been administered 
in the U.S. — and hundreds of 
millions more worldwide — 
since emergency use began in 
December.

“The public can be very con-
fident that this vaccine meets 
the high standards for safety, 
effectiveness and manufactur-
ing quality the FDA requires of 
an approved product,” said act-
ing FDA Commissioner Janet 
Woodcock. “Today’s milestone 
puts us one step closer to alter-

ing the course of this pandemic 
in the U.S.”

The U.S. becomes the first 
country to fully approve the 
shot, according to Pfizer, and 

CEO Albert Bourla said in a 
statement he hoped the deci-
sion “will help increase confi-
dence in our vaccine, as vacci-
nation remains the best tool we 

have to help protect lives.”
U.S. vaccinations bottomed 

out in July. As delta fills hospital 
beds, shots are on the rise again 
— with a million a day given 
Thursday, Friday and Saturday. 
Just over half of the U.S. popula-
tion is fully vaccinated with one 
of the country’s three options, 
from Pfizer, Moderna or John-
son & Johnson.

The FDA’s action also may 
spur more vaccine mandates 
by companies, universities and 

Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine fully approved by FDA
“The public can be very confident that this vaccine 
meets the high standards for safety, effectiveness 
and manufacturing quality the FDA requires of an 

approved product ”
Janet Woodcock

Food & Drug Administration

See, VACCINE, Page 3
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The giant tower Minden residents saw erected over the weekend along Homer 
Road behind Brown Service Center is set to be a new AT&T Cellular Service 
Tower for the city.

WILL PHILLIPS
Minden Press-Herald

A City Council Special 
Session was held Thurs-
day evening in order to 
vote on the agenda items 
that were neglected after 
the walkout taking place 
at the monthly regular 
session. Most every item 
on the agenda passed 
without much hassle, ex-
cept for possibly the most 
important item, the pass-
ing of the annual budget.

When the budget was 
motioned in at the meet-
ing, Councilman Wayne 
Edwards of Dist. A pro-
posed amending the mo-
tion, wishing to table the 
budget for further discus-
sion. This was seconded 
by Councilman Vincen 
Bradford of Dist. C. 

However, when it came 
to the opposition of de-
laying the budget, it had 
less to do with budget 

concerns themselves 
and more to do with why 
Councilman Edwards had 
waited up until this point 
to voice his concerns. 

The first budget work-
shop meeting took place 
on May 10, with two more 
following on May 18 
and June 16. So it’s been 
roughly four months since 
budget talks have been on 
the table. 

The initial opportunity 
to pass the budget took 
place earlier this month, 
and instead of being 
straightforward about his 

CITY OF MINDEN

Council delays 
budget vote again

Questions arise around 
timing of motion to table

See, BUDGET, Page 2

Delay Fallout
Since the delay of the 
budget, two city employ-
ees	in	the	City	Clerk’s	
Department of the City 
of Minden have left their 
positions, with one retir-
ing and one quitting.

Look, up in the sky!

STAFF & WIRE REPORTS

More than 20 govern-
ment agencies, universi-
ties and electric utilities 
in Louisiana soon will be 
getting electric vehicle 
charging stations worth 
more than $1.7 million.

The cities of New Or-
leans, Baton Rouge, 
Westlake, New Iberia, 
Bossier City, Minden, 
Natchitoches, Ruston and 
Pineville will be among 
those benefiting from the 
grants.

The Department of En-
vironmental Quality is 
awarding grants to 26 en-
tities for 82 charging sta-
tions, using money from 
the state’s $19.8 million 
share. The money comes 
from a settlement worth 
nearly $3 billion between 
the U.S. Justice Depart-
ment and Volkswagen over 
violations of the Clean Air 
Act, The Times-Picayune/
The New Orleans Advo-

Plug it 
in here
Minden on the 
list for vehicle 

charging stations

See, CHARGERS, Page 2
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Second Front

POLICE BLOTTER

Recent Arrests 
in Webster Parish

Shalondas Harper, 31, 
of the 100 block of Timo-
thy Drive, was arrested for 
domestic abuse.

Keandre Dilalrd, 41, of 
the 100 block of Timothy 
Drive was arrested for do-
mestic abuse with child 
endangerment and stran-
gulation.

Lonnie Hinnifield, 61, 
of the 1300 block of High-
way 615, was arrested for 
simple burglary.

Archie Franklin, 46, of 
the 100 block of Shreve 
Drive, was arrested for 
failure to appear in court.

Tracy Barber, 38, of the 
100 block of Oak Tree 
Lane, was arrested for 
theft.

Paula Boyd, 57, was ar-
rested for theft.

Marlin Conley Jr., 26, 
was arrested for failure to 
appear in court.

April Wilkes, 39, of the 
600 block of Evans Street, 
was arrested for failure to 
appear in court.

Azende Burns, 23, of 
the 100 block of Taylor 
Street, was arrested for 

possession of a schedule I 
substance.

Demarcus Smith, 42, 
of the 100 block of Lood 
Road, was arrested for be-
ing a fugitive of the Sprin-
ghill Police Department. 

Josh Womack, 27, of the 
700 block of Dallas Road, 
was arrested for theft and 
possession of drug para-
phernalia. 

Candy Maxie, 48, of the 
200 block of MLK Drive, 
was arrested for failure to 
appear in court.

Tony Woolridge, 51, 
of the 1700 block of Jack 
Martin Road, was arrest-
ed for theft, trespassing, 
possession of a schedule 
II substance and posses-
sion of drug parapherna-
lia.

Hannah Rocha, 28, of 

the 1700 block of Jack 
Martin Road, was arrest-
ed for trespassing.

Brice Stephens Jr., 46, 
of the 400 block of Davis 
Road, was arrested for no 
seatbelt, no turn signal, 
no child restraint, open 
container, driving under 
suspension, driving while 
intoxicated, resisting by 
force, and three counts of 
resisting an officer.

WILL PHILLIPS/MINDEN PRESS-HERALD
Early Friday morning a Waste Commander garbage truck hit a light pole in the Minden Walmart park-
ing lot, rupturing it’s fuel tank and spilling diesel in front of the Murphy USA gas station. The Minden 
Fire Department and Minden Police Department were dispatched to the scene to close off the area 
until the situation had been resolved.

reasons for delaying the vote 
at that time, Edwards instead 
chose to wait until the Special 
Session over two weeks later 
to mention anything regard-
ing his concerns.

The passing the city’s an-
nual budget is on a deadline 
for Sept. 15, with some dire 
consequences if it does not 
get passed in time. If the city 
fails to pass the budget by this 
deadline, the City of Minden 
will be forced to operate on 
50% of last year’s operational 
budget, and the state will take 
control over the operations of 
the city.

When asked during the 
Council Meeting by acting 
City Clerk Michael Fluhr, 
Councilman Edwards in-
dicated that the questions 
asked weren’t following prop-
er procedure. 

“Is there a reason, Mr. 
Wayne, why you want to take 
it back, when me, you, Pam 
and Vincen spent 4 differ-
ent occasions going over the 
budget? Didn’t argue, fuss, or 
fight about anything. We all 
were in agreement as far as 
I understood,” said Council-
man Michael Roy of Dist. D.

“Let’s just do it this way. The 
question that you have, ad-
dress it to the Mayor so we’ll 
follow proper procedure, and 
then he’ll address it to me. 

“Mayor, addressing you,” 
said Roy.

Gardner reiterated, “Mr. 
Roy is wanting to know after 
all the workshops and chang-
es that we’ve made, why are 
you questioning the City bud-
get.”

“I got three major areas of 
concern. One of them is the 
American Rescue Fund. How 
much and where it’s spent. 
The second one, salary in-
creases for two positions that 
I’m extremely concerned 
about. And third, there needs 
to be a review of the salaries 
for the police department,” 
said Edwards.

These are valid concerns, 
but the question most there 
wanted answered was why 
Edwards had waited up until 
this point.

“I understand what you’ve 
been saying, but my ques-
tion is, we have been with the 
budget for so many hours, 
so many sessions, and there 
was enough time between 
presenting the budget to the 
public for viewing, until the 
council meeting, why didn’t 
you come to me and ask me 

some questions,” asked Act-
ing City Clerk Michael Fluhr.

“Michael you ask a good 
question, but we’re not fol-
lowing procedures. We’re at 
the part right now where we 
need to be voting,” which is 
odd given that at that time the 
item was open for discussion, 
and there is no particular 
time limit by which the Coun-
cil has to vote on the item in a 
meeting.

“I only like for my own ben-
efit to know when I can pre-
pare when you want to table 
it,” said Fluhr. 

At this point Edwards reit-
erated his concerns with the 
budget. 

“Why, why ... are we going 
to start going back in the bud-
get, when there was enough 
time. That is my question. I 
have a hard time understand-
ing that,” said Fluhr.

“I understand your posi-
tion,” said Edwards, with no 
further answer given.

Before the amended item 
moved forward to a vote, 
Councilman Roy expressed 
his worries over passing the 
budget in a timely manner.

“Our deadline to get this 
budget done is approaching. 
I’m afraid that what’s going 
to end up happening is we’re 
not going to get this budget 
approved, then we’re going 
to be in a  worse off situation. 
My understanding of things, 
had we sat down sooner and 
discussed. I don’t disagree 
with the police, that we need 
to do something, and I’ve 
been trying to work on that 
myself diligently for the past 
three weeks,” said Roy. 

“But, that can be amended 
down the road. I think if we 
put this off any longer, I don’t 
want to be liable from the 
state, because the state is go-
ing to come in and take over 
operations of the city, then 
we’ll really be in a pickle.”

By law, the City’s budget 
has to be available for public 
viewing for two weeks be-
fore the Council can vote to 
pass it. This makes it unlike-
ly that the budget finished in 
time for the next upcoming 
monthly City Council Meet-
ing. Making it so the Council 
has until the end of the month 
to address whatever concerns 
they have, so the budget will 
have enough time to be avail-
able for public viewing before 
the deadline.

The council is was sched-
uled Monday morning to host 
another workshop in order to 
try and resolve the concerns 
with the budget.

Budget: Deadline for 
final approval is Sept. 15

Continued from Page 1

Friday Wreck

BATON ROUGE, La. (AP) — 
Louisiana families who receive 
food stamps will see their ben-
efits increase by an average of 
$36 per person each month 
starting in October after Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s administration 
approved a permanent increase 
in the levels of food aid available 
to needy families.

Average benefits for food 
stamps — officially known as 
the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program, or SNAP 
— will rise significantly above 
pre-pandemic levels, the largest 
single increase in the program’s 
history.

U.S. Rep. Troy Carter, a Dem-
ocrat whose New Orleans-based 
district has some of the highest 
numbers of food stamp recipi-
ents across the country, told The 
Advocate that the food stamp 
boost is “a gamechanger in the 
battle against hunger and pov-
erty.”

“The pandemic has made a 
bad situation even worse, and 
these expanded SNAP benefits 
show a long overdue realign-
ment that more accurately re-
flects the cost of groceries and 
will help more working families 
get healthy food on the table,” 
Carter told the newspaper.

The benefit rates had been 
previously adjusted for inflation, 
but the federal government now 
is adjusting the base formula.

The U.S. Farm Bill approved 
by Congress in 2018 directed the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
to update the plan. Biden issued 
an executive order on Jan. 22 or-
dering the department to com-
plete the work. The change will 
increase the $60 billion federal 
budget for food stamps by about 
$20 billion.

Nearly 849,000 people in Lou-
isiana — about 1 in 5 state resi-
dents — receive food stamps.

They are currently receiv-

ing about 15% more in benefits 
than before the coronavirus 
outbreak. But that extra mon-
ey expires in September. The 
new USDA rules will amount to 
about 23% more than what was 
paid before the pandemic began 
when the changes start Oct. 1, 
The Advocate reports.

Beginning in October, a Lou-
isiana family of four with a 
household income of $2,871 per 
month – about $34,500 per year 
– the monthly food stamp allot-
ment will rise from $680 to $835 
per month, according to the 
Louisiana Department of Chil-
dren and Family Services.

The extra money allows fami-
lies to buy more expensive fresh 
vegetables and fruits rather than 
rely on cheaper processed foods, 
said Danny Mintz, of the Louisi-
ana Budget Project, a left-lean-
ing organization that advocates 
for low- and moderate-income 
people.

Food stamp increase coming in October
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SHARYN THORNE STANLEY 
Mrs. Stanley was born on Sep-

tember 18, 1947 to Donald and 
Nora Lee Cleveland Thorne in 
Roswell, NM and passed away on 
Friday, August 13, 2021 in Mind-
en, LA. She was a nurse for over 
twenty years and enjoyed gene-
alogy and crocheting. She served 
her community by serving as the 
secretary treasurer for the Shon-

galoo Fire Department for twenty years. She loved her 
husband and family, especially her grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. 

She is survived by her husband of 54 years Mr. John 
Richard Stanley of Shongaloo, LA; son, John Stan-

ley, Jr. of Shongaloo, LA; daughters, Sherry Vaughan 
and husband Dale of Shongaloo, LA, Michele Len-
to and husband Dean of Haynesville, LA; grandson, 
Tyler Stanley of Shongaloo, LA; granddaughter, Cora 
Vaughan of Fairview, OK; great-grandson, J.T. Stanley 
of Shongaloo, LA; sister, Debbie Romero of New Ibe-
ria, LA; brother, Donald Thorne of Leesburg, FL; and a 
host of nieces and nephews. 

Mrs. Stanley was preceded in death by her parents; 
and brother, Billy Thorne. 

A private graveside service was held in her honor.
Sign our online guest book at www.baileyfuneral-

home.net 

BAILEY FUNERAL HOME 
SPRINGHILL, LA 

318-539-3555

ARTEMIS ”PAT” BUSBY
Funeral Services for Artemis 

“Pat” Busby will be held Monday, 
August 23, 2021, at 2:00 p.m. at 
Calvary Missionary Baptist Church 
in Minden, Louisiana with Bro. 
Jim Crain and Bro. Doug Gregg 
officiating. Interment will follow 
at Minden Cemetery in Minden, 
Louisiana under the direction of 
Rose-Neath Funeral Home in Min-
den. The family will receive friends 

Monday, August 23, 2021, at 1:00 pm. prior the service 
time.

Mrs. Busby was born September 29, 1924, in Mind-
en and entered into rest August 20, 2021, in Minden, 
Louisiana. 

Mrs. Busby was preceded in death by her parents, 
Willie and Bessie Calhoun; her husband, Percy Bus-
by; sisters, Gladys Milner and Marcelene Vedross; and 
brothers, W.C. Calhoun and James B. Calhoun. 

She is survived by her daughter, Bessie Mangrum 
(Billy Don) of Sibley; son, Morris Busby (Connie) of 
Minden; daughter, Kim Robinson (Steve) of Doyline. 
She is also survived by her grandchildren, Ashleigh 
Benson, Bethany Bailey (Colin), Robin Fish (Andy), 
Robert Smart (Dena), Randy Mangrum (Danielle), Tif-
fany Henry (John), and Robert Horton; great-grand-
children; Alayna Benson, Cole Benson, Cooper Ben-
son, William Hayes Bailey, Josh Fish (Lauren), Jordy 
Fish, Justin Smart, Jennifer Williams (Colby), Jessica 
Mangrum (Jordan), Seth Mangrum, and Savannah 
Mangrum; and great great-grandchildren, Millie Fish 
and Landon Lyday.

Pallbearers will be Robert Smart, Randy Mangrum, 
Andy Fish, Colin Bailey, Steve Robinson, and Josh 
Fish.

Memorials may be made to St. Jude Children’s Hos-
pital. 

ROSE-NEATH FUNERAL HOME 
211 MURRELL STREET 

MINDEN, LOUISIANA 71055 
(318) 377-3412 

OBITUARIES

local governments. This 
month New York City, 
New Orleans and San 
Francisco all imposed 
proof-of-vaccination re-
quirements at restaurants, 
bars and other indoor 
venues. At the federal 
level, President Joe Biden 
is requiring government 
workers to sign forms at-
testing that they’ve been 
vaccinated or else submit 
to regular testing and oth-
er requirements.

Anxious Americans in-
creasingly are on board: 
Close to 6 in 10 favor re-
quiring people to be ful-
ly vaccinated to travel 
on airplanes or attend 
crowded public events, 
according to a recent poll 
by The Associated Press-
NORC Center for Public 
Affairs Research.

“Mandating becomes 
much easier when you 
have full approval,” said 
Dr. Carlos del Rio of Emo-
ry University. “I think a lot 
of businesses have been 
waiting for it.”

The FDA, like regula-
tors in Europe and much 
of the world, initially al-
lowed emergency use of 
Pfizer’s vaccine based on 
a study that tracked 44,000 
people 16 and older for at 
least two months — the 
time period when serious 
side effects typically arise.

That’s shorter than the 
six months of safety data 
normally required for full 
approval. So Pfizer kept 
that study going, and the 
FDA also examined re-
al-world safety evidence 
in deciding to fully license 
the vaccine for people 16 
and older, those studied 
the longest. Pfizer’s shot 
still has emergency autho-
rization for 12- to 15-year-

olds.
Even after hundreds of 

millions of shots, serious 
side effects — such as 
chest pain and heart in-
flammation in teens and 
young adults — remain 
exceedingly rare, the FDA 
said.

As for effectiveness, six-
month tracking of Pfizer’s 
original study showed the 
vaccine remained 97% 
protective against severe 
COVID-19. Protection 
against milder infection 
waned slightly, from a 
peak of 96% two months 
after the second dose to 
84% by six months.

Those data came before 
the extra-contagious delta 
variant began spreading, 
but other data from the 
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention shows 
the vaccine is still doing 
a good job preventing se-
vere disease caused by 
that mutant.

As for all the talk about 
booster doses, the FDA’s 
licensure doesn’t cover 
those. The agency will de-
cide that separately.

The FDA already is al-
lowing emergency use of 
a third dose of either the 
Pfizer or Moderna vaccine 
for people with severely 
weakened immune sys-
tems, such as organ trans-
plant recipients who don’t 
respond as strongly to the 
usual two shots. For ev-
eryone else who got those 
vaccinations, the Biden 
administration is plan-
ning ahead for booster 
starting in the fall — if the 
FDA and CDC agree.

Also still to be decided 
is vaccination of children 
under 12. Both Pfizer and 
Moderna are studying 
youngsters, with data ex-
pected in the fall.

Vaccine: Some favor 
requirement for travel
Continued from Page 1

God saw you getting tired, and a 
cure was not to be

So, He put his arms around you 
and whispered, 

                     “Come to Me”
With tearful eyes, we watched you 

suffer and slowly fade away.
We loved you dearly, but could 

not make you stay. 
Your golden heart stopped beat-

ing, 
       Your hard-working hands were 

put to rest, 
Sunday you would have turned 80 years old, 
But God needed you now, Dad you were the Best.
Happy Birthday in Heaven, Thomas Floyd Sheets Sr.
With all of our Love
Tanja, Todd, Cindy, Dennis, Danielle, Kevin, CJ, Tay-

lor, Justin, Kylie, Wrenly

IN MEMORIAM

Federal judge sides with Louisiana, Texas 
in criminal migrant deportation dispute

STATE NEWS

WILLIAM PATRICK
The Center Square

A federal judge has 
issued a preliminary 
injunction against the 
Biden administration’s 
practice of releasing 
criminal undocumented 
migrants, handing Lou-
isiana Attorney General 
Jeff Landry and Texas At-
torney General Ken Pax-
ton a victory.

Landry sued the ad-
ministration along with 
Paxton, alleging Presi-
dent Joe Biden’s Migrant 
Protection Protocols vi-
olated federal immigra-

tion laws.
Judge Drew Tipton of 

the U.S. District Court for 
the Southern District of 
Texas agreed, saying the 
immigration protocols 
cannot replace congres-
sional intent.

“The Court inquires 
whether the Executive 
Branch may direct of-
ficials to enforce a law 
enacted by Congress in 
a way that is contrary to 
the plain language of the 
law. That inquiry yields a 
clear answer: it may not,” 
concludes the 160-page 
order.

Courts frequently defer 

to the president regard-
ing federal immigration 
issues, and, by extension, 
executive branch agen-
cies such as the U.S. De-
partment of Homeland 
Security and U.S. Immi-
gration and Customs En-
forcement.

But a separation of 
powers problem oc-
curred when Biden 
changed priority im-
migration enforcement 
categories Jan. 20 and 
Feb. 18 to exclude “aliens 
convicted of serious drug 
offenses, aliens convict-
ed of crimes of moral tur-
pitude and aliens subject 

to a final order of remov-
al,” Judge Tipton said.

“Put simply, the Gov-
ernment has instructed 
federal officials that ‘shall 
detain’ certain aliens 
means ‘may detain’ 
when it unambiguously 
means must detain,” the 
injunction said.

Landry and Paxton im-
mediately issued state-
ments hailing the deci-
sion.

“The fact that a judge 
had to tell the President 
of the United States to 
comply with standing 
law is shameful,” Landry 
said.
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People shouted, heckled and 
jeered. They trash-talked Lou-
isiana’s leading public health 
expert. And they mocked the 
masks required at indoor lo-
cations statewide by wearing 
them on their heads or under 
their chins and covering them 
with the words “child abuse.”

Two public hearings about 
Louisiana’s COVID-19 out-
break, the statewide mask 
mandate and the coronavirus 
vaccines demonstrated in the 
most chaotic of terms how diffi-
cult it remains to change minds 
about the effectiveness of pub-
lic safety measures aimed at 
slowing the illness’ spread.

Even Louisiana’s over-
whelmed hospitals, stalled 
surgeries, lengthy waits for 
a hospital bed and the ev-
er-increasing death toll from 
COVID-19 haven’t persuaded 
some people to take the pre-
cautions available to them.

Instead, hundreds of angry 
people who attended legisla-
tive and education board meet-
ings in Baton Rouge repeated 
misinformation, challenged 
coronavirus data and accused 
elected officials of medical tyr-
anny. They called the surgical 
masks that doctors and other 
health care professionals have 
worn for decades “experimen-
tal medical devices.” And they 
insisted that Gov. John Bel Ed-
wards, Louisiana hospital lead-
ers and public health experts 
won’t be changing their minds 
about the coronavirus immu-
nization or masks.

“I can’t understand that, and 

I certainly can’t explain it,” the 
Democratic governor said on 
his monthly radio show. “There 
is no reasoning with some peo-
ple. Because when you refer to 
the numbers we’re experienc-
ing in Louisiana, well, many 
people don’t believe the num-
bers. If you talk about the rec-

ommenda-
tions of the 
CDC, well, 
they don’t 
trust that.”

L o u i s i -
ana has 
repeatedly 
broken re-
cords this 
month in 
the number 
of people 
h o s p i t a l -
ized with 

COVID-19, according to state 
health department data. Doz-
ens of people are dying from 
the disease each day. Most of 
those deaths and hospitaliza-
tions involve people who are 
unvaccinated, the health de-
partment reports.

“There’s no doubt about it, 
if we had a higher vaccination 
rate, we would be in a better 
situation,” Warner Thomas, 
CEO of Ochsner Health, Loui-
siana’s largest hospital system, 
said in a Thursday COVID-19 
briefing with reporters.

Amid Louisiana’s latest surge 
of the coronavirus outbreak, 
more people have started the 
vaccination process, showing 
that fear can be a powerful mo-
tivating factor. Still, only about 

39% of Louisiana’s residents are 
fully vaccinated, one of the na-
tion’s lowest inoculation rates.

Meanwhile, Edwards’ exec-
utive order that anyone age 5 
or older wear a mask indoors 
when in classrooms, business-
es, or public buildings has been 
praised by health care leaders 
but faces resistance in day-to-
day life. That’s obvious when 
walking into a grocery store, a 
restaurant or other locations 
where some people aren’t fol-
lowing the mandate.

“More people adhering to 
the mask mandate would make 
it more effective. We’d like to 
see more consistency from the 
general population in mask-
ing,” Thomas said. “We’d like to 
see kids are masking in schools. 
We think that’s important.”

The House Health and Wel-
fare Committee hearing barely 
began before yelling emerged 
when Republican Chairman 
Larry Bagley told the packed 
committee room that everyone 
assembled would have to put 
on a mask or exit to another 
room. Security guards removed 
several people from the room 
for refusing to comply.

But the Louisiana House se-
curity guards were able to get 
the unruly crowd to largely fol-
low the masking requirement 
so they could spend hours 
airing their complaints to law-
makers, along with a smaller 
group of pro-vaccine, pro-mask 
attendees.

It was a different scene at the 
Board of Elementary and Sec-
ondary Education board meet-

ing, where Capitol law enforce-
ment under the oversight of the 
Louisiana State Police did little 
to enforce the face covering 
mandate and allowed the room 
to be crowded with unmasked 
people.

That meeting devolved into 
disorder, with people chant-
ing “no more masks,” a pastor 
taking over the room to preach 
and individuals shouting about 
freedom, their personal rights 
and other reasons for their re-
fusal to don a mask.

Amid the chaos, the edu-
cation board members didn’t 
visibly ask the police officers to 
help regain order so they could 
have the planned debate about 
masking requirements for chil-
dren in K-12 schools. Rather, 
the board simply voted 8-2 to 
adjourn the meeting without 
having the discussion since the 
crowd assembled refused to 
calm themselves or follow the 
rules.

That leaves Edwards’ mask 
mandate in place for school 
classrooms, since the educa-
tion board never got to the part 
of the discussion where mem-
bers were supposed to decide 
if they wanted to challenge the 
governor’s authority to enact 
the requirement.

But that still won’t mean ev-
eryone’s following the man-
date.

Melinda Deslatte has covered 
Louisiana politics for The Associated 

Press since 2000. Follow her at http://
twitter.com/melindadeslatte.

Civil discourse missing in Louisiana COVID debates

U.S. REP. JAMES COMER 
Special to the Press-Herald

President Joe Biden holds up 
a mask as he announces from 
the East Room of the White 
House in Washington, Thurs-
day, July 29, 2021, that millions 
of federal workers must show 
proof they’ve received a coro-
navirus vaccine or submit to 
regular testing and stringent 
social distancing, masking and 
travel restrictions in an order to 
combat the spread of the coro-
navirus. 

Under the Biden administra-
tion, the United States is on the 
path toward becoming a welfare 
state fully entrenched in waste, 
fraud, abuse and mismanage-
ment. President Joe Biden plans 
to expand welfare to almost 
half of the country’s working 
adults through the deceptively 
named American Families Plan. 
If passed, it will allow the fed-
eral government to meddle in 
Americans’ everyday lives from 
birth to death. Meanwhile, ev-
ery year, entitlement programs 
are spending tens of billions of 
taxpayer dollars improperly – 
either through inaccuracies, in-
competence or fraud.

Government is already too 
big with too much waste. Cur-
rent entitlement programs are 
rife with abuse. Their size and 
lack of guardrails to protect tax-
payer dollars open the door for 
bad actors to take advantage of 
the system. But rather than ac-
knowledging and addressing 

these issues, the Biden admin-
istration wants to dramatically 
expand the welfare state, which 
will undoubtedly result in even 
more waste, fraud, and abuse.

Since 2003, when agencies 
were required to report these 
payments, the Government Ac-
countability Office estimates 
$1.9 trillion in improper pay-
ments have been made. But 
that might just be the tip of the 
iceberg because the GAO main-
tains it is unable to “determine 
the full extent to which improp-
er payments occur.”

In fiscal year 2020, more than 
21% of Medicaid’s federal pro-
gram spending was the result 
of improper spending, which 
means one-fifth of taxpayer dol-
lars, intended to help roughly 77 
million low-income and med-
ically needy individuals, has 
been lost without helping those 
Americans. Medicare was simi-
larly disastrous, with $43 billion 
in improper payments – money 
that should have helped provide 
health care for the 63 million el-
derly and disabled currently re-
ceiving Medicare benefits.

Outside of Medicare and 
Medicaid, three other signifi-
cant sources of improper pay-
ments are for the earned in-
come tax credit, unemployment 
insurance, and supplemental 
security income. Almost a quar-
ter of the payments made for 
the earned income tax credit 
in FY2020 were improper – this 
amounted to $16 billion. Of the 
benefits paid by the Depart-

ment of Labor for the unem-
ployment insurance program, 
10% were improper payments, 
which accounted for $8 billion. 
The Social Security Administra-
tion similarly spent almost 10% 
of the Supplemental Security 
Income funds on improper pay-
ments during FY2020 – amount-
ing to $5.3 billion.

The federal government 
wasted tens of billions in im-
proper payments last fiscal year 
alone – and that does not in-
clude any improper payments 
related to COVID-19 relief pro-
grams. We already know sub-
stantial fraud occurred with-
in pandemic unemployment 
benefit programs. It’s simply a 
matter of time before we know 
how severe the damage was in 
improper payments.

Congress is responsible for 
government oversight, and it is 
urgent we address these abuses 
now. The American people pay 
for these entitlement programs, 
believing the money will be 
there if they are ever in need of 
it, but with so many improper 
payments wasting away taxpay-
er dollars, that belief may be 
misguided.

Toward that end, I’ve called 
on the Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services to provide a 
breakdown of all state specific 
Medicaid improper payments 
from 2015 to 2020. This will pro-
vide a better picture of the types 
and amounts of improper pay-
ments. These details will help 
us eliminate incentives for fraud 
and reduce waste.

No matter what the data 
says, however, one thing is crys-
tal clear: We can’t fix the social 
safety net by making it bigger 
and expanding the govern-
ment’s reach. That’s like taking 
a leaky bucket and adding more 
water to it thinking the hole will 
fix itself. It’s unrealistic and ir-
responsible. Sadly, that’s Presi-
dent Biden’s plan.

He is planning to expand 
existing entitlement programs 
and create new ones. He is 
doing so knowing the feder-
al government is incapable of 
tracking the waste in existing 
programs, opening the door for 
more abuse. Why? Because he 
and the Democrats are anxious 
to reshape America. To make 
Americans dependent on the 
government rather than encour-
age self-reliance and promote 
the American dream.

But if the president continues 
down this path, America will de-
teriorate into a socialist welfare 
state, constantly on the edge of 
fiscal collapse and where the 
American dream will no longer 
be a reality. Republicans stand 
ready to stop the rise of the so-
cialist state, and while we wage 
that battle, we must simultane-
ously fix the massive flaws in our 
existing welfare system. If we fail 
or the administration stops us, 
American families will pay the 
price.

U.S. Rep. James Comer, R-Ky, is the 
ranking member of the House Oversight 

and Reform Committee.

OTHER OPINION

OTHER OPINION

Entitlement fraud, waste costing government, citizens

MELINDA
DESLATTE
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Socrates wrote, “Like sands 
through an hourglass so are the 
days of our lives.”

The artist Ann Welsh Gardner 
wrote “when life becomes too 
easy we become fat and lazy but 
when we hurt we choose our 
medium.”

That medium can be almost 
anything including painting, 
writing or sewing but I believe 
that in some way our medi-
um has to extend outside our-
selves.

There was once a young 
woman who was undergoing a 
deep depression and happened 
to find her grandmother’s jour-
nal.

Within that diary she wrote 
down her secret to overcoming 
depression.

It went something like this:  
Cook something good, make 
something pretty, write some-
thing everyday, exercise and do 
something for someone else ev-
eryday.

I found that list to be a magic 
mix, a secret to overcoming de-
pression, though I would never 
minimize the need for medical 

care.
Having recently met a pre-

cious couple at a local  meet-
ing.  I was overcome with sad-
ness  when the mother told me 
how they had  suddenly just 
lost their adult daughter, thus 

causing them 
to want to 
reach out to 
those less for-
tunate in the 
community, 
sensing that 
volunteering 
would help 
fill the void in 
their lives.

I felt mo-
tivated to 
reach out to 
try to extend 

my support because we all need 
someone to care.

I believe there are no acci-
dents -- that God places people 
in our path -- to make a differ-
ence in at least some small way 
because we all need to know 
someone to understand.

I call these as God Wink ex-
periences when we know that 

someone has been placed in 
our path for a reason, though 
we may not always understand 
the rhyme or reason or why.

We can’t fake caring.
This leads me to tell you  

about a widower who was look-
ing through his family trunk re-
cently and how he just now dis-
covered  a poem penned in his 
wife’s own hand.  It was dated 
just days before she died, after 
a long illness, over thirty years 
ago.  The piece was  titled Just 
One More Day. .

It went something like this: 
“Give me just one more day 
with you!”

Those poignant words were 
overwhelming to him and are 
enough to get our attention be-
cause life is so uncertain. Our 
rugs can be jerked out from un-
der our feet so quickly, with no 
warning. 

Even when we see it coming 
we aren’t prepared for the after-
shock of losing the dearest to us 
on earth!

Yet in the losing of a loved 
one we should learn something 
from the heart rending experi-

ence, of feeling ourselves chok-
ing with tears, as we go under 
for the third time hardly able to 
breathe, trying to stay afloat as 
it often takes many years for us 
to come to grips with the reali-
ty of losing the ones who make 
our lives whole, who get us up 
in the morning, who keep us 
going with their Godlike love 
found in human relationships 
which is the closest thing to 
heaven upon this earth.

Taking our loved ones 
for-granted is an age old human 
failing because we don’t fully 
appreciate what we have un-
til we lose that one whether by 
death or divorce.

Back in the 60’s there was a 
popular stage play titled Our 
Town which was written by 
Thornton Wilder. The story re-
volves around a young girl who 
dies and goes to heaven. She 
misses her family so much and 
begs God to grant her one wish 
to which she asked to return to 
the earth for just one more day. 

She chose one of her birth-
days. In total disbelief she was 
in shock as she turned around 

and kept noticing how her fam-
ily didn’t even pay attention to 
what she was saying or doing on 
her special day.

She asked God to take her 
back realizing that her life was 
not what she thought upon this 
earth.

Why are we so quick to snap, 
to not learn, to be wrapped up 
in our own pursuits, our hob-
bies, our passions, our inter-
ests and totally take for granted 
those who mean the most to us 
until after they are passed and 
gone?

The poet went on to say that 
if she had one more day she 
would turn off the television 
set, unplug the phone and hug 
repeatedly and say a million 
times “I love you.”

Why are we so slow to learn? 
Why do we have to keep on 
learning our lessons over and 
over again with little retention?

Your clue is as good as mine.

Contact Sarah at sarahp9957@aol.
com

SARAH
HUDSON-PIERCE

INSPIRATION

Sometimes, a creative outlet can help you cope with loss, depression

HEATHER KIRK-BALLARD 
LSU AgCenter Horticulturist 

Although it doesn’t feel like it 
because it’s still so hot, it’s time 
to start thinking about your fall 
garden.  

Fall is my favorite time to 
grow vegetables because all my 
personal favorites thrive in the 
cooler weather of fall and winter. 
It is when many brassica fami-
ly vegetables such as broccoli, 
cauliflower, cabbage, Brussels 
sprouts, kale and greens such as 
collards, mustards and turnips 
grow.  

These vegetables are some of 
the easiest to grow and the most 
nutritious you can prepare. This 
group of vegetables contains 
high levels of vitamin C, potassi-
um, beta carotene and fiber. 

In addition to vegetables in 
the brassica family, tomatoes, 
peppers, okra and eggplant 
can continue through the fall 
to make another crop before 
temperatures drop. Artichokes, 
carrots and spinach can also be 
grown in the fall and winter. With 
so many options, it’s time to get 
busy planning — and planting.  

Broccoli can be planted from 
September through October for 
harvest in November to Decem-
ber and again in January through 
February. You can start seeds 
now to produce transplants that 
will be ready to go in the ground 
or garden beds in five to six 
weeks.  

Space your transplants 9 to 12 
inches for smaller broccoli heads 
and 16 to 18 inches for larger 
heads. Some recommended va-
rieties are Packman, Diplomat 
and Decathlon. You can also try 
raab, also known as rabe or rapi-
ni, which resembles small heads 
of broccoli and has a nutty flavor.  

Cauliflower also can be plant-
ed in September through Octo-
ber for harvest in November and 
December. Or you can wait until 
January and February to plant 
for harvest in March through 

May. Plant seeds now to produce 
transplants in five to six weeks. 
Space plants 10 to 12 inches 
apart for 3-to-4-pound heads or 
16 to 18 inches apart for larger, 
5-to-7-pound heads. AgCenter 
vegetable specialist Kiki Fonte-
not suggests varieties such as 
Snow Crown, Cumberland, Can-
did Charm and Colored Mix.  

Cabbage should be planted 
between September and early 
March, but skip December and 
January. Heads can be harvest-
ed November to April. Space at 
10 to 12 inches for 3-to-4-pound 
heads and 16 to 18 inches for 
5-to-7-pound heads of cabbage. 
Heads should be firm like a soft-
ball when harvesting. Some rec-
ommended varieties are Blue 
Vantage, Bravo, Rio Verde and 

Salad Delight (red). Copenha-
gen, Flat Dutch and Early Season 
are best for smaller home gar-
dens.  

Carrots can be planted in 
late August to early October for 
harvest in November through 
March, or you can plant again 
in January through February for 
a harvest from April to May. You 
can direct-seed carrots into the 
ground and thin them out to 1 to 
2 inches between plants. Loosen 
the soil and sprinkle seeds on 
top, tamp the seeds and water 
them in. Some recommended 
varieties are Purple Haze (pur-
ple), Danvers 126 (open pollinat-
ed), Apache and Choctaw (both 
hybrids). 

If you are a first-time vegetable 
gardener and afraid to dive right 

in, Fontenot recommends trying 
greens. These are some of the 
easiest vegetables to grow, and 
you can get several harvests from 
the same plant.  

Plant in September to Novem-
ber for a quick harvest from Sep-
tember to February, and again 
in January through early May 
for harvest in the spring through 
early summer. Direct-seed and 
space 3 to 6 inches apart. Rec-
ommended mustard varieties 
are Tendergreen (heat tolerant) 
and Golden Frills. For turnip 
greens, try Royal Crown, Tokyo 
and Scarlet Queen Red Stems. 
If you prefer collards, go for the 
Georgia Southern, Champion 
and Top Bunch varieties. 

Garlic also can be planted 
September through October for 

harvest in May through June. 
Garlic takes nine months in the 
garden. When you notice leaves 
beginning to yellow and fall 
over, you can harvest gently by 
lifting with a garden fork. Store 
in a dry place for five to seven 
days. Be sure to plant garlic toes 
2 to 3 inches deep with the base 
side down. Some recommended 
types are Elephant, Creole and 
Italian garlic.  

Spinach can be planted Octo-
ber to early December for har-
vest in November to April (10 to 
12 weeks). Soak seeds overnight 
for better germination before 
planting at 1 to 2 inches apart. 
Some recommended varieties 
are Melody, Ballet and Tigercat. 
You can typically get up to three 
harvests from one plant in a sea-
son. 

Artichokes can be planted late 
October to mid-November for a 
harvest the following spring. It 
takes 12 weeks from seeding to 
transplant, so your best bet is to 
find transplants at local nurs-
eries. Space 3 to 4 inches apart 
and harvest when buds are 3 to 
4 inches in diameter and when 
bracts are tight.  

Irish potatoes can be planted 
using small whole potatoes. Do 
not use seed pieces because they 
are more susceptible to hot tem-
peratures and moisture that en-
courages fungal diseases. 

Vegetables are heavy feeders. 
Start with a preplant applica-
tion of complete fertilizer such 
as 13-13-13 at the label’s recom-
mended rate. An additional side 
dressing of ammonium or calci-
um nitrate will provide enough 
nitrogen to boost higher yields. 
Side dress broccoli, cabbage and 
cauliflower at three to four weeks 
after being transplanted, and 
side dress greens three to four 
weeks after transplanting. Side 
dress a couple of inches out from 
the stems of plants and be sure 
to water in fertilizers to prevent 
plant burning. 

GET IT GROWING

Get ready for fall, y’all

KIKI FONTENOT/LSU AGCENTER 
Cabbage is a vegetable in the brassica family that grows well in the fall and winter. 
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Sen. John Kennedy 
(R-La.), a member of the 
Senate Banking Com-
mittee, today urged U.S. 
Treasury Secretary Janet 
Yellen to stop the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund’s 
(IMF) from flowing to the 
Taliban terrorist group.

The Biden adminis-
tration has been a pro-
ponent of the $650 bil-
lion allocation of special 
drawing rights (SDRs), 
which would send more 
than $400 million to Af-
ghanistan. The IMF allo-
cation is set for Aug. 23.

“During our meeting 
last May, I urged you to 
halt your pursuit of ap-
proving Special Draw-
ing Rights under the 
guise that an allocation 
would provide foreign 
aid during the COVID-19 
pandemic. As I noted, the 
bulk of the funds from 
an SDR allocation would 
wrongly benefit G20 
countries—the wealthiest 
economies in the world—
while millions would go 
to our adversaries, state 
sponsors of terrorists, 
and countries that have 
perpetrated genocide. It 
is my understanding that 
Afghanistan, under the 
approved allocation, is 
expected to receive $450 
million in SDRs, a portion 
of which is scheduled to 
arrive in Afghanistan by 
next week,” wrote Kenne-
dy. 

“As the Taliban has 
seized power in Afghan-
istan, just two weeks be-
fore the U.S.’s troop with-

drawal, it is clear these 
SDRs will fall into their 
hands. Not only that, but 
since the U.S.’s withdraw-
al in Afghanistan, many 
adversarial governments 
are poised to extend eco-
nomic and diplomatic 
influence over Afghan-
istan. This is evident as 
both China and Russia 

have indi-
cated they 
would for-
mally rec-
ognize the 
Taliban as 
Afghani-
stan’s le-
g i t i m a t e 
g o v e r n -
m e n t , ” 

Kennedy continued.
“The Biden Adminis-

tration must not allow the 
Taliban to gain legitimacy 
in economic or diplomat-
ic dealings with the U.S. 
or abroad.  The Taliban 
never intended to abide 
by the terms of the peace 
deal, and this administra-
tion should not bend to 
the false promises of the 
Taliban,” he explained.

“With this in mind, 
I urge you to block the 
nearly half a billion dol-
lars that is headed to 
Afghanistan under the 
Taliban’s rule. Further-
more, I ask the Treasury 
Department and the IMF 
to end the use of SDRs 
as a means of foreign aid 
to countries like China, 
Iran, and Russia, who 
continue to support this 
terrorist regime,” Kenne-
dy concluded.

In March, Kennedy 
questioned Yellen on why 
the Biden administration 
is circumventing Con-
gress to burden Ameri-
can taxpayers with SDRs 
that would go to regimes 
that oppress their citi-
zens and actively oppose 
American interests, such 
as China and Russia.

In June, Kennedy  in-
troduced the No Dollars 
for Dictators Act. The 
legislation would prohib-
it allocations of special 
drawing rights at the IMF 
from going to perpetra-
tors of genocide and state 
sponsors of terrorism un-
less Congress authorizes 
the allocation.

The IMF distributes 
special drawing rights 
according to each coun-
try’s economic standing 
in the global economy. 
That means the world’s 
wealthiest countries re-
ceive the most special 
drawing rights of all IMF 
members. 

The president’s justifi-
cation for supporting the 
proposed allocation is to 
allow low-income coun-
tries to exchange their 
special drawing rights for 
currency to fund efforts 
to combat the corona-
virus pandemic. Under 
the proposed allocation, 
however, the countries 
with the 19 largest econ-
omies in the world would 
receive $426 billion—the 
bulk of the special draw-
ing rights. The 24 poorest 
countries would receive 
only three percent of the 

allocation, or $21 billion. 
China alone would re-

ceive $22 billion in spe-
cial drawing rights, which 
is more than the total that 
all of the poor countries 
combined would receive. 
Russia would receive $18 
billion. In addition to 
sending billions of dollars 
to Xi Jinping and Vladi-
mir Putin, the allocation 
would send billions in 
aid to Hassan Rouhani, 
Bashar al-Assad and 
Nicolas Maduro.

State sponsors of ter-
rorism would also receive 
aid from the allocation 
President Biden has ap-
proved. Iran would re-
ceive $3.5 billion, and 
Syria would receive $900 
million.

While some have 
claimed that special 
drawing rights offer the 
U.S. a no-cost way to as-
sist poor countries, this is 
demonstrably false. This 
IMF allocation would 
require the U.S. to issue 
debt in order to cover 
the loans issued through 
special drawing rights. 
The U.S. would have to 
pay interest on that debt, 
and that interest would 
exceed any interest that 
the U.S. may receive on 
the loans it issues.

There is no require-
ment that countries 
that receive loans from 
the U.S. through special 
drawing rights ever repay 
the principal. As a result, 
the financial burden of 
these loans will fall on the 
U.S. taxpayer.

NATION & WORLD

Kennedy urges Treasury to stop over 
$400 million from flowing to Taliban

KENNEDY

BOSTON (AP) — As 
COVID-19 cases surge 
around the country, a ma-
jority of Americans say 
they support mask man-
dates for students and 
teachers in K-12 schools, 
according to a new poll, 
but their views are sharp-
ly divided along political 
lines.

About 6 in 10 Americans 
say students and teach-
ers should be required 
to wear face masks while 
in school, according to a 
poll from The Associated 
Press-NORC Center for 
Public Affairs Research. 
Similar shares say teach-
ers and eligible students 
should also be required to 
receive a COVID-19 vac-
cine.

Masks have been a 
point of contention as 
U.S. schools reopen amid 
rising numbers of coro-
navirus cases. Questions 
about whether to require 
them have caused tur-
moil among parents and 
politicians, with some Re-
publican governors ban-
ning mask mandates even 
as President Joe Biden 
threatens legal action 
against them.

In a reflection of that 
polarizing debate, the 
poll finds a wide partisan 
divide. About 3 in 10 Re-
publicans said they favor 
mask requirements for 
students and teachers, 
compared with about 8 in 

10 Democrats. There was 
a similar split over vaccine 
mandates in schools.

Some of the nation’s 
largest school districts 
will require masks for all 
students and staff this 
fall, including in New 
York City. That’s fine with 
Budhiono Riyanto, 37, of 
Queens, who will be send-
ing his 7-year-old son, Ga-
briel, back to school next 
month.

“I understand personal 
choice, I understand per-
sonal freedom. But when 
it comes to public health, 
we should all be looking 
out for each other,” Rivan-
to said. “The best protec-
tion so far is to mask up 
and vaccinate.”

Others say masks 
shouldn’t be forced upon 
children.

Kim Oldfield, who lives 
in rural Jessieville, Ar-
kansas, said masks are 
unpopular in her area. 
She opposes the idea of 
a mandate and says it 
should be up to families to 
decide. In her local school 
district, masks are option-
al this fall.

“America is supposed 
to be the land of the free,” 
said Oldfield, 70. “And 
when the government 
starts getting into your 
personal life and making 
you do things that you 
don’t want to do, people 
don’t like that.”

EDUCATION

School mask, vaccine 
mandates supported in 

US: AP-NORC poll



BY GLYNN HARRIS
Special to the Minden Press-Herald

You can usually iden-
tify a serious duck hunt-
er by checking the back 
window on his pick-up. 
You’ll see a replica of a 
brace of mallards with 
wings cupped, gliding 
in. Same thing is true 
for deer hunters. A set of 
massive antlers is likely 
to adorn his window.

Ruston’s 80-year-old 
Tommy Smith displays 
his area of interest in a 
slightly different way. I 
don’t recall seeing any-
thing on the back window 
of his vehicle but if you 
look at the covering of 
his trailer hitch, you’ll see 
a golden emblem of the 
brass of a shotgun shell. 
Smith has made his name 
as an expert marksman 
when it comes to blasting 
clay targets in trapshoot-
ing competition.

He passed his love for 
the sport along to his son, 
Trey, who developed into 
a fine trap shooter him-
self. 

However, the best of all 
may be Thomas Smith IV, 
Trey’s son and Tommy’s 
grandson. Just returning 
from national compe-
tition in Illinois with a 
group of youth from the 
area, young shooters who 
ended up with several 
awards, the 19-year-old 
Smith was the big winner 
when he won the cham-
pionship of Junior Gold 
in the national event. 

What did Smith do to 
collect the gold? All he 
did was break 199 out of 
200 targets to best some 
of the nation’s top young 
shooters.

We visited with the 
teenager, now a student 
at Louisiana Tech, to get 
his take on his impressive 
feat and to learn how he 
got started. 

“I got involved when 
I was 12 or 13 years old 
when my grandfather, 
who had already made 
his mark as an expert 
trapshooter, started 
working with me. I shot 
off and on as a young-
ster but I didn’t have the 
time I needed to really 
get good at it until after 
I graduated from high 
school,” Smith said.

After graduating, Smith 
decided to start working 
on his skills as a shooter 
again and it has paid off 
big for him.

“The week before I went 
to Illinois for the nation-
al competition, I went 
out to the range where 
we practice, the Arcadia 
Gun Club, and for the 
first time ever, I broke 100 
straight clay targets. That 
gave me confidence that 
maybe I could compete 
with those on the nation-
al level,” he said.

Amie Skipper is head 
of the local organization 
and accompanied the 
group of shooters to Illi-
nois for competition.

“For youth up to age 22, 
the organization is called 
AIM, which stands for 
Academic, Integrity and 
Marksmanship. After that 
age, they transition to the 
Amateur Trapshooting 
Association (ATA). 

“There are about 60 
kids in AIM in Louisiana 
with a good group from 

here in Lincoln Parish. 
I got involved,” Skipper 
said,”by working with the 
local 4-H shooting pro-
gram.”

Here’s what the ATA 
has to say about what is 
involved in Trapshoot-
ing … "Trapshooting is 

a game of movement, 
action and split-second 
timing. It requires the ac-
curacy and skill to repeat-
edly aim, fire and break 
the 4 1/4-inch disc which 
is hurled through the air 
at the speed of 42 mph, 
simulating the flight path 
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BUSSEY BRAKE – 
Bass have been fair on 
spinner baits, Wobble-
heads and soft plastics. 
The crappie are scattered 
while the bream are fair. 
For the latest informa-
tion, contact the Honey 
Hole Tackle Shop at 323-
8707.

BLACK BAYOU – 
Bream are fair; crappie 
are scattered and slow to 
fair. Bass are best around 
the edge of the grass and 
trees on soft plastics and 
jigs. Contact Honey Hole 
Tackle Shop 323-8707 for 
the latest information.

OUACHITA RIVER – 
Bass have been fair at the 
mouth of the run-outs 
where there is a bit of 
current with crank baits 
and spinners taking a 
few. Crappie are around 
the tops in the river and 
in the river lakes. Jigs 
and shiners are taking 
a few. For the latest in-
formation, contact the 
Honey Hole Tackle Shop 
at 323-8707.

LAKE D’ARBONNE 
– Bass fishing has been 
fair with some school-
ing fish hitting topwa-
ters and Rat-L-Traps. 
Bigger fish are in the 
deep channels with 
some caught on  jigs, 
crank baits and soft 
plastics. Crappie are in 
the channel with some 
caught on shiners and 
jigs fished 15-22 feet 
deep in 25-30 foot wa-
ter. Best jigs have been 
Critter Glitter, Key Lime 
Pie, Green Tomato and 
Halo.  Bream fishing 
is fair around the beds 
on worms and crickets 
while channel cats are 
biting cold worms off 
the banks. For the lat-
est reports, call Ander-
son’s Sport Center at 
368-9669 or Honey Hole 
Tackle Shop at 323-
8707.

LAKE CLAIBORNE 
– Bream fishing contin-
ues to be fair to good 
on worms and crickets. 
Crappie have been best 

fishing 12-14 feet deep 
around submerged tops 
on shiners or jigs. Bass 
are fair around the boat 
docks and piers fishing 
with a Shaky Head. Some 
catfish are being caught 
on trotlines and stump 
hooks baited with a va-
riety of baits. No report 
on stripers this week. For 
the latest information, 
call Misty at Kel’s Cove at 
331-2730 or Terzia Tack-
le at 278-4498.

CANEY LAKE – Bass 
fishing has been fair 
with best catches made 
fishing the deeper drops 
with drop-shot rigs, tail 
spinners or spoons. 
Crappie fishing has been 
best fishing jigs or shin-
ers around the deeper 
tops. Bream fishing is fair 
on worms and crickets 
around bedding areas. 
Catfishing is fair fishing 
a variety of baits around 
the piers and boat docks. 
For information contact  
Hooks Marina at 249-
2347, Terzia Tackle at 
278-4498 or the Honey 
Hole Tackle Shop at 323-
8707.

LAKE POVERTY 
POINT – Catfishing has 
been fair with most-
ly smaller fish being 
caught. Bass, crappie 
and bream are slow. For 
latest reports, call Pover-
ty Point Marina at 318-
878-0101.  

LAKE ST. JOHN –  
Crappie are quite slow. 
Bream are scattered and 
fair. Bass are best early 
mornings on topwaters. 
Catfishing is fair to good. 
For information, call Ken 
Mahoney at 318-201-
3821.

LAKE YUCATAN – 
The water is on a slight 
rise but fishing has 
been good, especially 
for bream and catfish. 
Crappie are slow to fair 
fishing 10-12 feet deep 
around the piers. Bass 
have been fair to good. 
For information, call Sur-
plus City Landing at 318-
467-2259.

Keeping a family tradition alive FISHING REPORT

COURTESY PHOTO
Above, Thomas Smith IV is pictured with his trapshooting championship plaque. 
Below, Smith IV is pictured with the person who sparked his interest in trapshoot-
ing,  his grandfather Tommy Smith.

National Hunting and Fishing Day events canceled

of a bird fleeing a hunter.”
For someone to con-

nect with the target 199 
times out of 200 is quite 
an achievement and we 
tip our hat to a young-
ster from our area, na-
tional champion Thomas 

Smith IV, who did just 
that. I’m betting his dad 
and granddad are both 
mighty proud.

Glynn Harris’ Outdoors ap-
pears Tuesdays in the MInden 
Press-Herald.

Press-Herald Sports Service

Responding to the 
state’s COVID-19 situa-
tion, the Louisiana De-
partment of Wildlife and 
Fisheries (LDWF) has can-
celed National Hunting 

and Fishing Day (NHFD) 
events scheduled for Sept. 
25 across Louisiana.

“This was a tough de-
cision, but we think it 
was the right decision,” 
said LDWF Secretary Jack 
Montoucet. “Like so many 

others, I looked forward to 
attending the events and 
watching families, espe-
cially young people, learn 
about hunting, fishing, 
shooting, and other out-
door activities. But, the 
risk to the public’s health 

to hold the NHFD events 
was too great.”

NHFD is a national 
event celebrated in all 50 
states on the fourth Satur-
day in September. It was 
created in 1972 when Con-
gress passed two bills es-

tablishing a specific day to 
celebrate the conservation 
contributions of the na-
tion’s hunters and anglers.

The Louisiana De-
partment of Wildlife and 
Fisheries is charged with 
managing and protect-

ing Louisiana’s abundant 
natural resources. Help us 
protect your hunting and 
fishing heritage while pre-
serving habitat, wildlife, 
and aquatic resources by 
purchasing your license 
at www.wlf.la.gov. 

Press-Herald Sports Service 

Anyone  born on or af-
ter Sept. 1, 1969, you must 
satisfactorily complete an 
LDWF-approved hunt-
er education course and 
receive Hunter Educa-

tion Certification prior to 
hunting in Louisiana, un-
less you are under direct 
supervision of a qualified 
person. 

A qualified person is a 
Louisiana licensed hunter 
born before Sept. 1, 1969, 

or a person 18 years of age 
or older who has a valid 
unrestricted Louisiana 
hunting license or proof of 
Hunter Education Certifi-
cation. Direct supervision 
means the person being 
supervised is within nor-

mal audible voice contact 
and in direct line of sight 
of the supervising person 
at all times while hunting.

Applicants must be at 
least 10-years-old to re-
ceive Hunter Education 
Certification in Louisiana. 

However, even certified 
10- and 11-year-olds must 
be supervised while hunt-
ing. Youth younger than 
10 may take the course, 
but they are not eligible to 
be certified and will have 
to retake the course to 

obtain certification when 
they reach 10 years of age 
or older.

For more information, 
go online to https://www.
wlf.louisiana.gov/page/
hunter-and-trapper-edu-
cation.

Hunter education course mandatory for those under 52



SportS

T. SCOTT BOATRIGHT
Minden Press-Herald

The Minden Crimson Tide 
put the only points on the 
board in Friday’s timed quarter 
portion of a football scrimmage 
at Benton.

Fittingly, for the defen-
sive-minded Tide, those two 
points came on a safety caused 
after Benton snapped a ball 
over the punter’s head.

During the earlier 12-snap 
segments for first-teamers and 
10-snap portion for second 
teamers, MHS coach Spencer 
Heard liked what he saw from 
his offense and especially the 
trenches.

“I thought it went well,” 
Heard said. “I felt like we got 
some good work on both sides 
and felt that we got better from 
it.”

“We moved the ball pretty ef-
fectively on offense. The offen-
sive line did a good job. We had 
a few explosive plays. We prob-
ably had three or four occa-
sions where we didn’t execute 
the way we needed to execute. 
We could have probably had 
three or four more explosive 
plays, but I felt like we moved 
the ball on the ground pretty 
good.’

Heard said he felt his team 
shook off a sluggish start to the 
scrimmage and picked up the 
pace late.

“It seemed that as things pro-
gessed we started playing bet-
ter offensively,” Heard said. “It 
was bad overall. We got some 
good work in and this time of 
year you’re just trying to get 
better and get ready for the first 
game.”

Minden will next play at the 
Haynesville Jamboree on Fri-
day when the Tide will face 
Homer and Haynesville for one 
quarter each.

“We want to see improve-
ment from some of the little 
things we saw in the Benton 
scrimmage,” Heard said. “We 
ran one live quarter and got to 
work a little bit on the kicking 
game, but Friday’s jamboree 
will be a full game-like situation 
where we’ll get to see where we 
stand in all phases of the game. 

“Hopefully we’ll see im-
provement and any mistakes 
we need to clean up before the 
season opener.”

GLENBROOK: GHS took on 
a familiar foe in Parkers Chapel 
from El Dorado, Arkansas, in a 
prep football scrimmage on Fri-
day, and the Apaches controlled 

the workout from start to finish.
“Parkers Chapel is down a lit-

tle bit this year, so it was good 
for us in that it was a good 
confidence builder,” Feaster 
said. “We felt like the things 
we thought we would be good 
at, we were. Defensively we’ve 
got a lot of good tacklers on the 
field and offensively, while our 
line might be small they really 
got after it well. They were very 
athletic blocking downfield.

“We’ve got a number of skill 
guys. We played a bunch of dif-
ferent guys. We had a bunch of 
different guys carry the ball and 
catch passes and all that. So we 
feel good in that regard — that 
we were able to spread the ball 
around.”

Parkers Chapel only stopped 
North Webster one time while 
the Apaches hit paydirt eight 
times overall, including three 
times in the timed live quarter 
that closed the scrimmage out.

“We fumbled one time and 
they recovered,” Fester said. 
“Other than that we never got 
to fourth down or anything like 
that.”

During that timed period, the 
Apaches’ Chase Sentell scored 
on a three-yard run and Ty 
Feaster hit Turner McClelland 
on a 35-yard touchdown pass 
while Maddox Mandino picked 

off a Parkers Chapel pass and 
raced it 60 yards back for a TD.

In the earlier controlled 
scrimmage portion of the 
night, Glenbrook’s DJ Carter 
broke free on scoring scampers 
of 15 and 70 yards while Easton 
Sanders launched a 70-yard 
scoring strike to Collin Greg.

Glenbook’s head Apache 
said he saw the night simply as 
a practice session against new 
faces.

“We take it as another prac-
tice and as a way to gauge what 
stuff we’re doing right and what 
stuff we’re doing wrong,” Feast-
er said. “If every team we’re 
going to play this season were 
to the same level they were, we 
would feel really good. But that 
isn’t the case. We’re going to be 
facing some really good teams 
this season. So we know we’ve 
got to continue to improve. 

“The video we got is crucial … 
we can break down every step 
a guy takes and how their body 
is leaning — we break down 
every little aspect of every play 
and try to teach the kids from 
that, so that video is extremely 
important.”

Glenbook will next play a 
jamboree against Natchitoches 
Central’s Junior Varsity around 
9 p.m. Friday on the Northwest-
ern State University campus.

LAKESIDE: The Warriors 
failed to score during Friday’s 
scrimmage at Lakeside, but 
that doesn’t mean head coach 
Mike Santelices came away 
feeling bad about the night.

Lakeside scored on a pair of 
long runs during the scrimmage.

“It was OK,” Santelices said of 
his team’s night. “We had some 
people out with injuries and 
what not. The defense played 
really well. They were really 
sound in reading their keys and 
all of that.

“Offensively, we moved the 
ball but didn’t score. But I think 
a lot of that gets eliminated once 
we get some people back. When 
we’re at full strength, we’ll be a 
lot better. We should be at 100 
percent after the jamboree."

Lakeside will next take on 
both Haynesville and North 
Webster for one quarter each 
on Friday at the Haynesville 
jamboree.

“We’re playing a bunch of 
players who’ve never played 
before — it’ll be another eval-
uation tool,” Santelices said. 
“We’ve got to use that to get 
better. That’s why Friday’s 
scrimmage against Lakeview 
was so important with so many 
new people — younger players 
who’ve never played before — 
stepping up. Film will show us 

the mistakes we made and the 
players can learn from that. 
That was huge and this up-
coming Friday will be the same 
thing.

“Every week we want to learn 
and get better. That’s the goal. 
You can never stop getting bet-
ter so using Friday’s jamboree 
as a game-time situation will 
be big for us.”

NORTH WEBSTER: The 
Knights’ defense dominat-
ed Mangham during a Friday 
scrimmage played at Neville 
High School in Monroe.

That domination included 
multiple turnovers as defensive 
back Ty’travion Mendenhall 
picked off a pass while defen-
sive end Garrett Brown and 
linebacker Jatareon Robinson 
each forced fumbles while both 
also added sacks.

In the timed-quarter portion 
of the scrimmage, North Web-
ster quarterback Colin McKen-
zie connected with Robinson on 
a scoring strike while Jarmarcus 
Stephens added a 15-yard scor-
ing scamper for the Knights.

  North Webster will next play 
in the Pineland Jamboree at 
Haynesville High School that 
begins at 6 p.m. Friday. The 
Knights will take on Homer 
in Game One and Lakeside in 
Game Three.
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Parish prep teams conduct gridiron scrimmages

Louisiana Tech focuses on looking at running back corps

PHOTO BY MARNY GREGG
The Glenbook High School offense prepares to snap the ball and run a play against the Parkers Chapel defense during Friday's 
scrimmmage held at GHS.

Skip Holtz

Press-Herald Sports Service

RUSTON — Louisiana Tech 
football competed in its second 
fall scrimmage inside Joe Aillet 
Stadium on Saturday morning.

With Tech's season open-
er at Mississippi State just two 
weeks away, the Bulldogs held 
their first full scrimmage of the 
fall camp where the team went 
through 100 plays. The scrim-
mage started with the ones com-
peting against the twos in order 
to evaluate the depth chart on 
both sides. 

The team ended the scrim-
mage with the ones against the 

ones and the twos against the 
twos.

The emphasis of Saturday's 
scrimmage was on the running 
game due to the number of new 
running backs joining the pro-
gram.

"I need to see them get tack-
led," Holtz said. "I need to see 
them protect the football. We 
can simulate a lot of the pass-
ing game situations in practice 
work, but it's very hard to simu-
late live tackling. So, today's big 
emphasis was that."

The scimmage also helped 
show Holtz where his team 
stands and what it needs to work 

on before the start of the regular 
season.

"We're two-thirds through 
camp. We've gone through two 
weeks," Holtz said. "We have 
a full week left to go before we 
get into game week, so this was 
a good evaluation of where we 
are right now. The biggest thing 
I would say if you ask, 'Where are 
we?' is we aren't as consistent as 
we need to be on either side of 
the ball. 

"That's the thing we need to 
continue to work on and clean 
some things up. Today was pro-
ductive. It helped us. We'll be a 
better football team in the open-

ing game because of what we did 
today."

Senior wide receiver Isaiah 
Graham said it was a good ex-
perience having the refs at the 
scrimmage.

 "Some of the young guys hav-
en't been playing with refs at the 
college level," Graham said. "For 
them to get that experience was 
great. As an offense, we moved 
the ball well. We had our ups and 
downs. The defense had their 
ups and downs. If you have a 
day where the offense is winning 
and the defense is winning, you 
can tell you're going to the right 
spot."



T. SCOTT BOATRIGHT
Minden Press-Herald

GRAMBLING — It’s 
not easy for a football 
coach to be satisfied. 
That potentially brings 
the danger of compla-
cency. 

So while Grambling 
State’s Broderick Fobbs 
admitted to liking some 
of what he saw from a 
situational, light-con-
tact scrimmage held by 
his team on Saturday, 
he also added there was 
definite room for im-
provement.

And he expects those 
improvements to be 
made before the Tigers’ 
season opener against 
Tennessee State on Sept. 
4 in the Black College 
Football Hall of Fame 
Game at Tom Benson 
Stadium in Canton, Ohio.

“The kids were a little 
sluggish today, but that’s 
not unexpected after a 
really long day (Friday),” 
Fobbs said following 
Saturday’s workout. “We 
had some early thun-
derstorms (Friday) that 
pushed back practice, 
so we practiced late and 
then did a quick turn-
around for this practice 
this morning.”

There were flashes of 
greatness in both prac-
tices, including a pair 
of long catches made 
by junior receiver Greg 
White (6-3, 205). White 
went horizontal on one 
of those catches, reach-
ing out just far enough 
to haul the ball in before 
hitting the turf.

The G-Men saved 
some big plays for Sat-
urday’s scrimmage with 
running backs CJ Russell 
and Keilon Elder also 
catching coaches’ eyes.

“Getting out in the ele-
ments was kind of tough, 
but the good thing is that 
our kids pushed through 
it.  I think we have what 
it takes — we just have 
to clean up some things,” 
Fobbs said, “There were 
some guys who showed 
some really bright spots 
and did some good 
things, which is what 
you want to see, now it’s 
just time to tighten up 
the bolts and the screws. 
We’ll be prepared and 
ready to play Sept. 5.”

One player who has 

really upped his game 
for the Tigers this spring 
is junior quarterback 
Aldon Clark from Edna 
Karr High School in 
New Orleans. Clark has 
moved up to split time 
behind center for Gram-
bling’s starting offensive 
unit along with Elijah 
Walker, the returning 
junior who received the 
most playing time during 
GSU’s 2021 spring sea-
son.

“Aldon has really 
stepped his game up,” 
Fobbs said. “He’s done a 
really good job of doing 
the extra stuff like being 
in the weight room a lit-
tle  extra and being in the 
film room a lot more than 
he’s been in the past. He 
really believes in his new 
quarterback coach (and 
offensive coordinator 
Eric Marty), and Coach 
Marty really believes in 
him.”

Walker said the com-
petition behind center is 
benefitting Grambling’s 
entire quarterbacking 
corps.

“I come to work every 
day and know the other 
guys in the (quarterback) 
room are going to push 
me, so of course it makes 
us all better,” Walker  
said. “I feel good about 
my hold of this offense 
and once everyone gets 
comfortable, we’ll be 
great, in my opinion.”

Another player who’s 
drawn attention this 
spring is receiver/run-
ning back Darqueeze 
Brutton, a 5-7, 
178-pounder who runs 
tougher than his frame 
would make most expect 
and has drawn some 
comparisons to former 
GSU standout Martez 
Carter.

“It’s hard to say that 
name (referring to com-
paring Brutton to Car-
ter), but he does have 
that same type of quick-
ness and speed,” Fobbs 
said. “He’s a little shorter, 
but he has a lot of those 
same capabilities. We 
hope that ends up being 
the case.”

Fobbs has also been 
pleased with the better 
play shown by his offen-
sive line this spring.

“In the spring we knew 
that the cavalry was 
coming,” Fobbs said of 

his offensive line. “We 
knew we had some guys 
who could come in and 
play for us and really be 
dynamic at moving the 
football and moving peo-
ple out of the way. The 
pandemic hit and we lost 
a lot of really good foot-
ball players and we had 
to live with it and play 
with it. But we really feel 
good about our offensive 
line and about (new of-
fensive line coach Bry-
ant Ross) — he’s doing a 
great job of getting those 
guys prepared. And also 
getting them in the right 
mindset so we can be 
dominant up front.”

Fobbs said having a 
solid mix of players with 
varying talents and abil-
ities combined with the 
hard and sometimes 
repetitively unexciting 
work they’ve put in this 
preseason has him feel-
ing better about the up-
coming season.

“The growth for us is 
that we’re a lot more 
physical football team 
than we’ve been in the 
past, which is what you 
have to be,” Fobbs said. 
“Being multiple and able 
to play with various per-
sonnel groupings with 
tight ends, receivers and 

various running backs 
really helps you. That re-
ally helps our defense as 
well, so everything that 
we’re seeing on both 
sides of the ball really 
helps our entire team as 
a whole.”

“It’s all about consis-
tency. We have what 
it takes. It’s just about 
knowing what to do and 
being consistent with do-
ing those things over and 
over again. Greatness 
has a lot more to do with 

consistency than it does 
with the flash of great 
things and great plays. So 
for us it’s about doing the 
common things that can 
help make us consistent-
ly great each and every 
time.”
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G-Men hold second scrimmage 

PRESS-HERALD PHOTO BY T. SCOTT BOATRIGHT
Junior quarterback Elijah Walker (3) looks for running room during Grambling State University's intrasquad 
football scrimmage held Saturday at Eddie G. Robinson Memorial Stadium.

Orgeron pleased with LSU workout
Press-Herald Sports Service

BATON ROUGE — 
LSU’s offense and defense 
battled back on forth as 
the Tigers held their sec-
ond scrimmage of presea-
son camp here Saturday 
afternoon in Tiger Stadi-
um.

The workout was the 
final full-scale scrim-
mage for the Tigers be-
fore facing UCLA in the 
season-opener on Sept. 4 
at the Rose Bowl in Pasa-
dena. LSU now goes into 
game-week mode with 

“Tell The Truth Monday” 
next up for the Tigers.

LSU will use the next 
two weeks to prepare for 
the Bruins, which includes 
a mock game in Tiger Sta-
dium next Saturday.

“I thought our coaches 
and players did an excel-
lent job of getting the in-
tensity up,” LSU coach Ed 
Orgeron said. “There was 
a lot of enthusiasm on 
both sides of the ball.

“The defense started 
fast on the first series, 
stopping the first and sec-
ond offense. Then both 

the first and second of-
fense responded by mov-
ing the ball down the field 
on the next couple of se-
ries. I thought it was an 
outstanding day for both 
(offense and defense).”

Offensive leaders on 
Saturday included start-
ing quarterback Max 
Johnson, who completed 
11-of-19 passes for 125 
yards and touchdown, 
while true freshman Gar-
rett Nussmeier connected 
on 18-of-32 passes for 308 
yards and three touch-
downs.



CROSSWORD 

CRYPTOQUIP On This Day In History
2006 Pluto is Declassi-
fied as a Planet
The International Astro-
nomical Union (IAU) 
declassified Pluto as a 
planet and classified it as 
a dwarf planet. Accord-
ing to the IAU definition, 
a dwarf planet is neither 
a planet or a natural 
satellite. It is ‘a celestial 
object orbiting a star that 
is massive enough to be 
rounded by its own gravi-
ty but has not cleared its 
orbit of space debris’. 
Discovered in 1930 by 
American astronomer 
Clyde Tombaugh, Pluto 
is the largest but sec-
ond-most massive dwarf 
planet in our solar sys-
tem. The most massive 
dwarf planet orbiting our 
sun is Eris.

1869 The Waffle Iron is 
Patented in the United 
States
Cornelius Swartwout, a 
Troy, New York resident 

See, HISTORY, Page 11

FUN & GAMES
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SUDOKU

SAM AND SILO | JERRY DUMAS MOTHER GOOSE & GRIMM | MIKE PETERS

HI AND LOIS | BRIAN WALKER, GREG WALKER AND CHANCE BROWNE HAGAR THE HORRIBLE | CHRIS BROWNE

BEETLE BAILEY | MORT & GREG WALKER FUNKY WINKERBEAN | TOM BATIUK

BABY BLUES | RICK KIRKMAN AND JERRY SCOTT BLONDIE | DEAN YOUNG AND JOHN MARSHALL

COMICS 

invented and received 

the patent for the 

waffle iron, a device 

used to cook waffles. 

His design for the waf-

fle iron included two 

plates of iron con-

nected together with 

hinges. Users could 

pour waffle batter on 

one plate and place 

the other plate on top 

and cook the batter 

over an open fire or 

on a wood-burning 

oven. This day is often 

celebrated as Nation-

al Waffle Day in the 

United States.

Continued from Page 10
HISTORYWORD SLEUTH
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Classified 
Rates

Pricing is easy!

$7.75
Per Day - Up to 20 

words! Additional words 
are only 30 cents more!

Garage Sales
No word limit.

$11
One Day

$16.50
Two Days

Receive a FREE Garage Sale Kit 
with your two day ad!

*Garage Sale ads must be prepaid.

Deadlines
Ads

Line ads must be submitted 
by noon the day before 

publication. Display ads two 
days prior to publication.

Public Notices
Public notices must be submitted 
two days prior to publication date 
depending on the length. Notices 
may be emailed to classifieds@

press-herald.com

Payments
Cash, Checks, Billing

Real Estate Notice
“All real estate advertised herein is 

subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise any 

preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 

handicap, familial status, or national 
origin, or intention to make any such 

preference, limitation, or discrimination. 
We will not knowingly accept any 

advertising for real estate, which is in 
violation of  the law. All persons are 
hereby informed that all dwellings 

advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

Grow Your 
Business

Call to place your ad!

PLACE 
YOUR AD 
TODAY!
377-1866

Classified line ads are published Tuesday through Saturday in the Minden Press-Herald, Bossier Press-Tribune and online at www.press-herald.com

PLACE YOUR AD TODAY
classifieds@press-herald.com
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NOTICE

Proposed Constitutional 
Amendments 

to be voted on at the Open 
Primary/Orleans Municipal 
Parochial Primary Election 

October 9, 2021
----------

CODING:  Words which 
are struck through are 

deletions from existing law; 
words in boldface type 

and/or underscored are 
additions.

Proposed Amendment 
No. 1

Regular Session, 2021
----------

ACT No. 131
----------

HOUSE BILL NO. 199
BY REPRESENTATIVES 

SCHEXNAYDER, BAGLEY, 
BISHOP, BRYANT, 

BUTLER, CARRIER, 
COUSSAN, DAVIS, 

DEVILLIER, ECHOLS, 
EDMONDS, FARNUM, 

FREEMAN, GADBERRY, 
GLOVER, GOUDEAU, 

GREEN, HARRIS, 
HILFERTY, HORTON, 

MIKE JOHNSON, TRAVIS 
JOHNSON, KERNER, 

LARVADAIN, MARCELLE, 
MCKNIGHT, MCMAHEN, 

MOORE, NELSON, 
NEWELL, ORGERON, 

PIERRE, PRESSLY, 
ROMERO, SELDERS, 
ST. BLANC, STAGNI, 

THOMAS, VILLIO, 
WHEAT, WHITE, AND 

WRIGHT AND SENATORS 
ABRAHAM, ALLAIN, 

BERNARD, BOUDREAUX, 
BOUIE, CATHEY, 

CONNICK, HEWITT, 
JOHNS, LUNEAU, 

MCMATH, MILLIGAN, 
FRED MILLS, ROBERT 

MILLS, MIZELL, MORRIS, 
REESE, SMITH, AND 

WOMACK

A JOINT RESOLUTION

Proposing to add Article 
VII, Section 3.1 of 
the Constitution of 
Louisiana, relative 
to sales and use tax 
collection; to create 
the State and Local 
Streamlined Sales and 
Use Tax Commission; 
to authorize the 
legislature to provide by 
law for the streamlined 
electronic collection of 
sales and use taxes; to 
provide for commission 
membership; to provide 
for commission duties 
and responsibilities; to 
provide for commission 
officers; to provide for 
the administration of 
sales and use taxes; 
to provide for the 
transfer of powers, 
duties, functions, and 
responsibilities of the 
Louisiana Sales and 
Use Tax Commission 
for Remote Sellers 
and the Louisiana 
Uniform Local Sales 
Tax Board; to provide 
for funding; to provide 
for submission 
of the proposed 
amendment to the 
electors; to provide 
for effectiveness; and 
to provide for related 
matters.
Section 1. Be it resolved 

by the Legislature of 
Louisiana, two-thirds of the 
members elected to each 
house concurring, that 
there shall be submitted 
to the electors of the state 
of Louisiana, for their 
approval or rejection in the 
manner provided by law, 
a proposal to add Article 
VII, Section 3.1 of the 
Constitution of Louisiana, 
to read as follows:

§3.1. State and Local 
Streamlined Sales and Use 
Tax Commission

Section 3.1.(A) 
The State and Local 
Streamlined Sales and 
Use Tax Commission, 
hereinafter referred to 
in this Section as the 
“commission”, is hereby 
created as a statewide 
political subdivision. The 
duties and obligations of 
the commission shall be 
determined by law.

(B)(1) The membership 
of the commission shall 
be comprised of eight 
members, each of whom 
shall be subject to Senate 
confirmation, as follows:

(a) One member 
appointed by the Louisiana 
School Boards Association 
or its successor.

(b) One member 
appointed by the Louisiana 
Municipal Association or its 
successor.

(c) One member 
appointed by the Police 
Jury Association of 
Louisiana or its successor.

(d) One member 
appointed by the Louisiana 
Sheriffs’ Association or its 
successor.

(e) The secretary of the 
Department of Revenue, or 
a designee of the secretary.

(f) One member 
appointed by the governor.

(g) One member 
appointed by the 
speaker of the House of 
Representatives.

(h) One member 
appointed by the president 
of the Senate.

(2) The initial members 
of the commission shall 
be appointed at the first 
meeting.

(3) The commission shall 
have a chairman and vice-
chairman and such other 
officers as the commission 
deems necessary. The 
initial chairman of the 
commission shall be elected 
by commission members 
at the first meeting 
and shall be a member 
appointed pursuant to 
Subsubparagraphs (1)
(a) through (d) of this 
Paragraph. The initial vice-
chairman shall be elected 
by commission members 
at the first meeting 
and shall be a member 
appointed pursuant to 
Subsubparagraphs (1)
(e) through (h) of this 
Paragraph. Thereafter, on 
the anniversary of the initial 
election of the chairman 
and vice-chairman, the 
commission shall elect 
as chairman a member 
appointed pursuant to 
Subsubparagraphs (1)
(e) through (h) of this 
Paragraph, and shall elect 
as vice-chairman a member 
appointed pursuant to 
Subsubparagraphs (1)
(a) through (d) of this 
Paragraph. The election 
of chairman and vice-
chairman positions shall 
continue to rotate in this 
manner each year.

(C) The first meeting of 
the commission shall be 
called by the speaker of the 
House of Representatives 
no later than one year 
following the enactment of 
the statutory provisions as 
provided for in Paragraph (I) 
of this Section.

(D) The commission 
shall:

(1) Provide for the 
streamlined electronic 
filing, electronic remittance, 
and the collection of sales 
and use taxes levied within 
the state ensuring prompt 
remittance of the respective 
tax returns and monies 
received electronically by 
the commission to the 
single collector for each 
taxing authority and to the 
Department of Revenue for 
distribution. The tax monies 
received shall, at all times, 
be and remain the property 
of the respective taxing 
authorities or the state.

(2) Issue policy advice 
relative to sales and use 
taxes levied by all taxing 
authorities within the state.

(3) Develop rules, 
regulations, and guidance 
to simplify and streamline 
the audit process for sales 
and use taxpayers.

(E) The commission 
shall be funded with 
state and local sales 
and use tax revenues 
collected and deemed 
by the commission, to be 
reasonable and necessary 
costs of the administration 
and collection of sales 
and use taxes levied by all 
taxing authorities within the 
state.

(F) One year following 
the first meeting of 
the commission, the 
Louisiana Sales and 
Use Tax Commission 
for Remote Sellers and 
the Louisiana Uniform 
Local Sales Tax Board 
shall be abolished. The 
powers, duties, functions, 
and responsibilities of 
the Louisiana Sales and 
Use Tax Commission 
for Remote Sellers and 
the Louisiana Uniform 
Local Sales Tax Board 
shall be transferred to, 
exercised by, and under 
the administration and 
control of the commission. 
When the Louisiana Sales 
and Use Tax Commission 
for Remote Sellers and 
the Louisiana Uniform 
Local Sales Tax Board are 
abolished:

(1) Any reference in law 
to the Louisiana Sales and 
Use Tax Commission for 
Remote Sellers and the 
Louisiana Uniform Local 
Sales Tax Board shall be 
deemed to apply to the 
commission.

(2) All books, papers, 

records, actions, and 
other property, heretofore 
possessed, controlled, or 
used by the Louisiana Sales 
and Use Tax Commission 
for Remote Sellers and 
the Louisiana Uniform 
Local Sales Tax Board are 
hereby transferred to the 
commission.

(3) All employees of 
the Louisiana Sales and 
Use Tax Commission 
for Remote Sellers and 
the Louisiana Uniform 
Local Sales Tax Board 
shall be transferred to the 
commission.

(G) The adoption or 
amendment of any rule 
by the commission shall 
require a two-thirds vote 
of the members of the 
commission and shall 
be in accordance with 
the provisions of the 
Administrative Procedure 
Act.

(H) All statutory 
provisions enacted relative 
to the duties, funding, 
or obligations of the 
commission shall require 
the enactment of law by 
a two-thirds vote of the 
elected members of each 
house of the legislature.

(I)(1) Absent the 
enactment of statutory 
provisions pursuant 
to Subparagraphs (D)
(1) through (3) of this 
Section, local sales and 
use tax collection shall 
be as provided in Article 
VII, Section 3(B) of this 
Constitution and state sales 
and use tax collection and 
administration shall be by 
the Department of Revenue 
as provided by law.

(2) Any law enacting 
provisions pursuant to 
Subparagraphs (D)(1) 
through (3) of this Section 
shall require a two-
thirds vote of the elected 
members of each house of 
the legislature. Beginning 
on the effective date of 
such law, the provisions 
of Article VII, Section 3(B) 
of this Constitution shall 
cease to be effective and 
shall be inapplicable, 
inoperable, and of no effect 
for the limited purposes of 
the commission’s duties as 
set forth in Subparagraphs 
(D)(1) through (3) of this 
Section.

Section 2. Be it further 
resolved that this proposed 
amendment shall be 
submitted to the electors 
of the state of Louisiana at 
the statewide election to be 
held on October 9, 2021. 
If the Act which originated 
as Senate Bill No. 149 of 
this 2021 Regular Session 
of the Legislature does not 
become effective and no 
statewide election is held 
on October 9, 2021, this 
proposed amendment shall 
be submitted to the electors 
of the state of Louisiana at 
the statewide election to be 
held on November 8, 2022.

Section 3. Be it further 
resolved that on the official 
ballot to be used at the 
election, there shall be 
printed a proposition, upon 
which the electors of the 
state shall be permitted 
to vote YES or NO, to 
amend the Constitution 
of Louisiana, which 
proposition shall read as 
follows:

Do you support 
an amendment 
to authorize the 
legislature to provide 
for the streamlined 
electronic filing, 
e l e c t r o n i c 
remittance, and the 
collection of sales 
and use taxes levied 
within the state 
by the State and 
Local Streamlined 
Sales and Use Tax 
Commission and 
to provide for the 
funding, duties, and 
responsibilities of 
the commission? 
(Adds Article VII, 
Section 3.1)

Proposed Amendment 
No. 2

Regular Session, 2021
----------

ACT No. 134
----------

SENATE BILL NO. 159
BY SENATORS ALLAIN 

AND JOHNS AND 
REPRESENTATIVE BISHOP

A JOINT RESOLUTION

Proposing to amend 
Article VII, Section 4(A) 
of the Constitution of 
Louisiana, relative to 
income tax; to provide 
a maximum rate of 
individual income tax; 
to provide with respect 
to the deductibility of 
federal income tax for 
purposes of computing 
state income tax; to 

eliminate the mandatory 
deduction for federal 
income taxes; and to 
specify an election 
for submission of the 
proposition to electors 
and provide a ballot 
proposition.
Section 1. Be it resolved 

by the Legislature of 
Louisiana, two-thirds of the 
members elected to each 
house concurring, that 
there shall be submitted to 
the electors of the state, for 
their approval or rejection 
in the manner provided 
by law, a proposal to 
amend Article VII, Section 
4(A) of the Constitution 
of Louisiana, to read as 
follows:

§4. Income Tax; 
Severance Tax; Political 
Subdivisions

Section 4.(A) Income 
Tax. Equal and uniform 
taxes may be levied on 
net incomes, and these 
taxes may be graduated 
according to the amount 
of net income. However, 
the maximum state 
individual and joint income 
tax schedule of rates and 
brackets shall never exceed 
the rates and brackets set 
forth in Title 47 of the 
Louisiana Revised Statutes 
on January 1, 2003 rate 
shall not exceed four and 
three-quarters percent 
for tax years beginning 
after December 31, 2021. 
Federal income taxes 
paid shall may be allowed 
as a deductible item in 
computing state income 
taxes for the same period 
as provided by law.

Section 2. Be it further 
resolved that this proposed 
amendment shall be 
submitted to the electors 
of the state of Louisiana at 
the statewide election to be 
held on October 9, 2021.

Section 3. Be it further 
resolved that on the official 
ballot to be used at said 
election there shall be 
printed a proposition, upon 
which the electors of the 
state shall be permitted 
to vote YES or NO, to 
amend the Constitution 
of Louisiana, which 
proposition shall read as 
follows:

Do you support 
an amendment to 
lower the maximum 
allowable rate of 
individual income 
tax and to authorize 
the legislature to 
provide by law for a 
deduction for federal 
income taxes paid? 
(Amends Article VII, 
Section 4(A))

Proposed Amendment 
No. 3

Regular Session, 2021
----------

ACT No. 132
----------

SENATE BILL NO. 87
BY SENATOR CONNICK

A JOINT RESOLUTION

Proposing to amend 
Article VI, Section 39 
of the Constitution of 
Louisiana, relative to 
taxing authority of levee 
districts; to provide for 
the millage limits on 
certain levee districts; 
and to specify an 
election for submission 
of the proposition to 
electors and provide a 
ballot proposition.
Section 1. Be it resolved 

by the Legislature of 
Louisiana, two-thirds of the 
members elected to each 
house concurring, that 
there shall be submitted to 
the electors of the state, for 
their approval or rejection 
in the manner provided by 
law, a proposal to amend 
Article VI, Section 39 of the 
Constitution of Louisiana, 
to read as follows:

§39. Levee District 
Taxes

Section 39.(A) District 
Tax; Millage Limit. For the 
purpose of constructing 
and maintaining levees, 
levee drainage, flood 
protection, hurricane flood 
protection, and for all 
other purposes incidental 
thereto, the governing 
authority of a levee district 
created prior to January 1, 
2006, except as provided 
in Paragraph (C) of this 
Section, may levy annually 
a tax not to exceed five 
mills, except the Board of 
Levee Commissioners of 
the Orleans Levee District 
which may levy annually a 
tax not to exceed two and 
one-half mills on the dollar 
of the assessed valuation of 
all taxable property situated 
within the alluvial portions 
of the district subject to 
overflow.

(B) Millage Increase. 
If the necessity to raise 

additional funds arises in 
any levee district created 
prior to January 1, 2006, 
for any purpose set forth 
in Paragraph (A) of this 
Section, or for any other 
purpose related to its 
authorized powers and 
functions as specified 
by law, the tax may be 
increased. However, the 
necessity and the rate 
of the increase shall be 
submitted to the electors 
of the district, and the 
tax increase shall take 
effect only if approved by 
a majority of the electors 
voting thereon in an election 
held for that purpose.

(C) Certain Districts 
Created After January 1, 
2006. For any purpose set 
forth in Paragraph (A) of 
this Section, the governing 
authority of a levee district 
created after January 
1, 2006, and where a 
majority of the electors 
in the district failed to 
approve the provisions of 
this Section in an election 
held on October 9, 2021, 
or a levee district created 
after October 9, 2021, may 
annually levy a tax on all 
property not exempt from 
taxation situated within 
the alluvial portions of the 
district subject to overflow. 
However, such a district 
shall not levy such a tax nor 
increase the rate of such a 
tax unless the levy or the 
increase is approved by 
a majority of the electors 
of the district who vote in 
an election held for that 
purpose. If the district 
is comprised of territory 
in more than one parish, 
approval by a majority of 
the electors who vote in 
each parish comprising the 
district is also required for 
any such levy or increase.

Section 2. Be it further 
resolved that this proposed 
amendment shall be 
submitted to the electors 
of the state of Louisiana at 
the statewide election to be 
held on October 9, 2021.

Section 3. Be it further 
resolved that on the official 
ballot to be used at said 
election there shall be 
printed a proposition, upon 
which the electors of the 
state shall be permitted 
to vote YES or NO, to 
amend the Constitution 
of Louisiana, which 
proposition shall read as 
follows:

Do you support 
an amendment to 
allow levee districts 
created after 
January 1, 2006, 
and before October 
9, 2021, whose 
electors approve 
the amendment to 
levy an annual tax 
not to exceed five 
mills for the purpose 
of constructing and 
maintaining levees, 
levee drainage, 
flood protection, 
and hurricane 
flood protection? 
(Amends Article VI, 
Section 39)

Proposed Amendment 
No. 4

Regular Session, 2021
----------

ACT No. 157
----------

HOUSE BILL NO. 487
BY REPRESENTATIVE 

ECHOLS

A JOINT RESOLUTION

Proposing to amend 
Article VII, Section 
10(F)(2)(a) and (b) of 
the Constitution of 
Louisiana, relative to 
deficit avoidance; to 
increase the amount of 
allowable reductions 
to certain funds when 
there is a projected 
deficit; to provide for 
submission of the 
proposed amendment 
to the electors; and 
to provide for related 
matters.
Section 1. Be it resolved 

by the Legislature of 
Louisiana, two-thirds of the 
members elected to each 
house concurring, that 
there shall be submitted 
to the electors of the state 
of Louisiana, for their 
approval or rejection in the 
manner provided by law, a 
proposal to amend Article 
VII, Section 10(F)(2)(a) 
and (b) of the Constitution 
of Louisiana, to read as 
follows:

ARTICLE VII
§10. Expenditure of 

State Funds
Section 10.

* * *
(F) Projected Deficit.

* * *
(2)(a) Notwithstanding 

any other provision of this 
constitution to the contrary, 

adjustments to any 
constitutionally protected 
or mandated allocations or 
appropriations, and transfer 
of monies associated 
with such adjustments, 
are authorized when state 
general fund allocations 
or appropriations have 
been reduced in an 
aggregate amount equal 
to at least seven-tenths 
of one percent of the total 
of such allocations and 
appropriations for a fiscal 
year. Such adjustments 
may shall not exceed five 
ten percent of the total 
appropriation or allocation 
from a fund for the fiscal 
year. For purposes of 
this Subsubparagraph, 
reductions to expenditures 
required by Article VIII, 
Section 13(B) of this 
constitution shall not 
exceed one percent and 
such reductions shall not be 
applicable to instructional 
activities included within 
the meaning of instruction 
pursuant to the Minimum 
Foundation Program 
formula. Notwithstanding 
any other provisions of this 
constitution to the contrary, 
monies transferred as 
a result of such budget 
adjustments are deemed 
available for appropriation 
and expenditure in the year 
of the transfer from one 
fund to another, but in no 
event shall the aggregate 
amount of any transfers 
exceed the amount of the 
deficit.

(b) Notwithstanding 
any other provision of 
this constitution to the 
contrary, for the purposes 
of the budget estimate and 
enactment of the budget 
for the next fiscal year, 
when the official forecast 
of recurring revenues for 
the next fiscal year is at 
least one percent less than 
the official forecast for 
the current fiscal year, the 
following procedure may 
be employed to avoid a 
budget deficit in the next 
fiscal year. An amount not 
to exceed five ten percent 
of the total appropriations 
or allocations for the 
current fiscal year from any 
fund established by law or 
this constitution shall be 
available for expenditure 
in the next fiscal year for 
a purpose other than as 
specifically provided by 
law or this constitution. 
For the purposes of this 
Subsubparagraph, an 
amount not to exceed 
one percent of the current 
fiscal year appropriation 
for expenditures required 
by Article VIII, Section 
13(B) of this constitution 
shall be available for 
expenditures for other 
purposes in the next fiscal 
year. Notwithstanding any 
other provisions of this 
constitution to the contrary, 
monies made available 
as authorized under this 
Subsubparagraph may 
be transferred to a fund 
for which revenues have 
been forecast to be less 
than the revenues in the 
current fiscal year for such 
fund. Monies transferred 
as a result of the budget 
actions authorized by 
this Subsubparagraph 
are deemed available 
for appropriation and 
expenditure, but in no event 
shall the aggregate amount 
of any such transfers 
exceed the amount of the 
difference between the 
official forecast for the 
current fiscal year and the 
next fiscal year.

* * *
Section 2. Be it further 

resolved that this proposed 
amendment shall be 
submitted to the electors 
of the state of Louisiana at 
the statewide election to be 
held on October 9, 2021.

Section 3. Be it further 
resolved that on the official 
ballot to be used at the 
election, there shall be 
printed a proposition, upon 
which the electors of the 
state shall be permitted 
to vote YES or NO, to 
amend the Constitution 
of Louisiana, which 
proposition shall read as 
follows:

Do you support 
an amendment 
to increase the 
amount of allowable 
deficit reductions 
to statutory 
dedications and 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y 
protected funds 
from five percent 
to ten percent? 
(Amends Article VII, 
Section 10(F)(2)(a) 
and (b)

August 24, 2021
Minden Press-Herald

Anyone knowing 
the whereabouts 
of the heirs and/
or descendants of 
SIDNEY GRANT, 
JR. (A/K/A SIDNEY 
GRANT; SIDLEY 
GRANT, JR.; SIDLEY 
GRANT) should 
contact D. Tomlin 
Wilson, Attorney at 
Law, by phone at (318) 
771-7102 or by email 
at tomlinwilsonlaw@
outlook.com.

August 10, 2021
August 24, 2021
Minden Press-Herald
 

 PUBLIC NOTICE

In accordance with the 
provisions of Act 303 of 
the 2021 Session of the 
Louisiana Legislature, 
notice is given that 
Assessor Denise 
Edwards has chosen 
to receive the expense 
allowance provided for 
by that Act.

August 24, 2021
Minden Press-Herald

REQUEST FOR
PROPOSALS

FOR PROGRAM 
MANAGEMENT

Claiborne Electric 
Cooperative, Inc. is 
soliciting proposals 
from experienced 
firms to provide 
Disaster Recovery 
Project Management 
Consultant Services 
in the event of named 
disasters affecting 
its service area and 
Claiborne Electric’s 
management declaring 
that additional 
assistance would be 
needed.

The initial term of the 
contract resulting from 
this RFP will be for a 
period of one year with 
the option of renewal 
for two additional 
one-year terms. The 
contracted company 
will support Claiborne 
Electric Cooperative, 
Inc. with disaster 
recovery efforts upon 
issuance of a contract 
task order issued in 
response to a declared 
disaster.

A Request for Proposal 
can be obtained by 
calling Kathy Tanner, 
CFO, at (318) 927-3504 
or emailing kathy@our.
coop. The deadline 
for submission 
of proposals is 
September 17, 2021.

Minority businesses, 
women’s business 
enterprises, and labor 
surplus area firms are 
highly encouraged to 
submit a proposal in 
response to this RFP. 

August 24, 2021
Minden Press-Herald 

PROCEEDINGS 
OF THE CITY OF 

MINDEN, STATE OF 
LOUISIANA, TAKEN 

IN SPECIAL SESSION 
HELD ON AUGUST 

19, 2021.

   The Minden City 
Council met at 
City Hall, Minden, 
Louisiana, beginning 
at 5:30 p.m. with the 
following members 
present: Mayor Terry 
Gardner, Wayne 
Edwards, Terika 
Williams-Walker, 
Vincen Bradford, 
Michael Roy and 
Pam Bloxom. Absent: 
None. Mayor Gardner 
welcomed everyone to 
the meeting. It is noted 
for the record that 
Mayor Terry Gardner 
allowed both council 
and public comments 
prior to every vote.
   Prayer was offered 
by Wayne Edwards and 
Terika Williams-Walker 
led the Pledge of 

CONTINUED ON 
NEXT PAGE
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Attorneys
Attention: Auto Injury 
Victims. If you have 
suffered a serious 
injury in an auto 

accident, Call US! Our 
attorneys have the 

experience to get you 
the full compensation 

you deserve! Call Now: 
1-877-920-9734

 (LA-SCAN)

Attorneys
Recently diagnosed 
with LUNG CANCER 
and 60+ years old? 

Call now! You and your 
family may be entitled 

to a SIGNIFICANT 
CASH AWARD. Call 

1-888-290-0193 today. 
Free Consultation. No 

Risk (LA-SCAN)

Attorneys
Were you an 

INDUSTRIAL or 
CONSTRUCTION 
TRADESMAN and 
recently diagnosed 

with LUNG CANCER? 
You and your family 
may be entitled to a 
SIGNIFICANT CASH 
AWARD. Call 1-855-

954-4792 for your risk 
free consultation 

(LA- SCAN)

Auction
JEFFERSON PARISH 

ONLINE VEHICLE 
AUCTION! Closes 

Sept. 7,
www.LSO.cc or www.
LSA.cc. Ford Pickups, 

Utility Trks., Vans & 
SUV’s, Dodge Pickups 

& more! 7% BP. 
Burgess1361 
(LA-SCAN)

Business 
Opportunities

BECOME A 
PUBLISHED AUTHOR! 

We edit, print and 
distribute your work 

internationally. We do 
the work; you reap 
the REWARDS! Call 
for a FREE Author’s 

Submission Kit. 1-877-
287-9291 

(LA-SCAN)

Business 
Opportunities

Become a published 
author! Publication 

sold at all major 
secular & specialty 

Christian bookstores. 
Call Christian Faith 

Publishing for 
your FREE author 

submission kit. 1-877-
497-3255 (LA-SCAN)

Education
COMPUTER & IT 

TRAINING 
PROGRAM! Train 
ONLINE to get the 
skills to become a 
Computer & Help 
Desk Professional 
now! Grants and 

Scholarships 
available for certain 

programs for qualified 
applicants. Call CTI for 

details! 
1-855-471-2636 

(M-F 8am-6pm ET) 
(LA-SCAN)

Education
Flexible Healthcare 

Career Training, 
Medical Billing and 

Coding Program. Call 
Now For Information: 

1-866-746-4143 
(LA- SCAN)

Education
TRAIN Online To DO 
MEDICAL BILLING. 
Become a Medical 
Office Professional 
online at CTI! Get 
Trained, Certified 
& ready to work in 

months. Call 1-866-
350-4447. (M-F 8am-
6pm ET) (LA-SCAN)

Financial Services
ARE YOU BEHIND 
$10k OR MORE ON 
YOUR TAXES? Stop 
wage & bank levies, 

liens & audits, unfiled 
tax returns, payroll 

issues, & resolve tax 
debt FAST. Call 1-855-

832-2310 
(LA-SCAN)

Financial Services
Denied Credit?? 

Work to Repair Your 
Credit Report With 
The Trusted Leader 
in Credit Repair. Call 
Lexington Law for a 
FREE credit report 
summary & credit 

repair consultation. 
1-855-527-0217. John 

C. Heath, Attorney 
at Law, PLLC, dba 

Lexington Law Firm 
(LA-SCAN)

Financial Services
Over $10K in debt? 

Be debt free in 24-48 
months. Pay nothing 

to enroll. Call National 
Debt Relief at 1-855-
794-1033 (LA- SCAN)

Financial Services
SAVE YOUR 

HOME! Are you 
behind paying your 

MORTGAGE? Denied 
a Loan Modification? 

Threatened with 
FORECLOSURE? Call 

the Homeowner’s 
Relief Line now for 

HELP! 1-866-470-1641 
(LA-SCAN)

For Sale
Put on your TV Ears 

and hear TV with 
unmatched clarity. 

TV Ears Original were 
originally $129.95 
- NOW WITH THIS 

SPECIAL OFFER are 
only $59.95 with code 

MCB59! Call 
1-855-935-3524 

(LA-SCAN)
Health and Wellness

ATTENTION 
DIABETICS! Save 

money on your 
diabetic supplies! 
Convenient home 

shipping for monitors, 
test strips, insulin 

pumps, catheters and 
more! To learn more, 
call now! 1-888-723-

9462 (LA-SCAN)

Health and Wellness
ATTENTION: OXYGEN 

USERS! The NEW 
Inogen One G5. 

1-6 flow settings. 
Designed for 24-hour 
oxygen use. Compact 
and Lightweight. Get 
a FREE Info kit today. 

1-855-874-9438 
(LA-SCAN)

Health and Wellness
Attention: Oxygen 

Users! Gain freedom 
with a Portable 

Oxygen Concentrator! 
No more heavy tanks 

and refills! Guaranteed 
Lowest Prices! Call 

Oxygen Concentrator 
Store: 1-855-382-4168 

LA-SCAN)

Health and Wellness
Become a published 
author! Publications 

sold at all major 
secular & specialty 

Christian bookstores. 
CALL Christian 

Faith Publishing for 
your FREE author 

submission kit. 
1-877-497-3255 

(LA-SCAN)

Health and Wellness
FREE MEDICARE 

SUPPLEMENT 
QUOTES! Top 

Providers. Excellent 
Coverage. Call for no 

obligation quote to see 
how much you can 

save. 1-877-326-0344 
(LA-SCAN)

Health and Wellness
MobileHelp, America’s 

Premier Mobile 
Medical Alert System. 
Whether you’re home 

or away. For safety 
and peace of mind. 

NO LONG TERM 
CONTRACTS! Free 

Brochure! Call Today! 
1-855-411-0949 (LA-

SCAN)

Health and Wellness
SelectQuote is 

dedicated to finding a 
Medicare plan right for 

you and your wallet. 

Call 1-844-668-3694 
today and receive a 

free quote from one of 
our multiple carriers 

(LA-SCAN)

Health and Wellness
Still paying too much 

for your MEDICATION? 
Save up to 90% on 

RX refill! Order today 
and receive free 

shipping on 1st order 
- prescription required. 

Call 1-855-978-2676 
(LA-SCAN)

Health and Wellness
Stroke and 

Cardiovascular disease 
are leading causes 
of death, according 

to the American 
Heart Association. 

Screenings can 
provide peace of mind 

or early detection! 
Contact Life Line 

Screening to schedule 
your screening. 
Special offer - 5 

screenings for just 
$149. Call 1-866-470-

1458
 (LA-SCAN)

Health and Wellness
VIAGRA and CIALIS 

USERS! 50 Pills 
SPECIAL $99.00 

FREE Shipping! 100% 
guaranteed. CALL 

NOW! 1-855-403-6345 
(LA-SCAN)

Home and Garden
Eliminate gutter 

cleaning forever with 
LeafFilter, the most 

advanced debris 
blocking gutter 

protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter 

estimate today. Call 
1-866-846-0785 

(LA-SCAN)

Home Improvement
BATHROOM 

RENOVATIONS EASY 
ONE DAY updates! 

We specialize in safe 
bathing. Grab bars, 

no slip flooring & 
seated showers. Call 
for a FREE in-home 
consultation. 1-855-
238-1870 (LA-SCAN)

Home Improvement
GENERAC Standby 
Generators provide 

backup power during 
utility power outages, 

so your home and 
family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare 

now. Free 7-year 
extended warranty 

($695 value!). Request 
a free quote today! 
Call for additional 

terms and conditions. 
1-888-718-6066 

(LA-SCAN)

Home Improvement
NEED NEW 

FLOORING? Call 
Empire Today to 
schedule a FREE 

in-home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. 

Call Today! 1-844-275-
9869 (LA-SCAN)

Home Improvement
The bathroom of your 
dreams for as little as 
$149per month! BCI 

Bath & Shower. Many 
options available. 
Quality materials 

& professional 
installation. Senior 

& Military Discounts 
Available. Limited Time 

Offer - FREE virtual 
in-home consultation 
now and SAVE 15%! 

Call Today! 1-866-806-
5009 (LA-SCAN)

Home Services
$59.99 per month 
DIRECTV Special. 

155+ Channels, HBO 
for 12 months and 3 
months of Premium 

Movie Channels! 
Whole Home GENIE 
HD DVR! Call Now! 

1-888-498-4312 (LA-
SCAN)

Home Services
AT&T TV - The Best 

of Live & On-Demand 
On All Your Favorite 
Screens. CHOICE 

Package, $64.99 per 
month plus taxes for 
12 months. Premium 

Channels at No Charge 
for One Year! Anytime, 

anywhere. Some 
restrictions apply. 
W/ith 24- month. 

agreement TV price 
higher in 2nd year. 

Regional Sports Fee 
up to $8.49 per month.
is extra & applies. Call 

IVS 1-833-317-1353 
(LA-SCAN)

Home Services
ATTENTION 

HOMEOWNERS! If you 
have water damage to 
your home and need 

cleanup services, 
call us! We’ll get in 
and work with your 
insurance agency to 

get your home repaired 
and your life back to 

normal ASAP! 
Call 

1-888-706-1445 
(LA-SCAN)

Home Services
BEST SATELLITE 

TV with 2 Year Price 
Guarantee! $59.99 
per month with 190 

channels and 3 months 
FREE Premium Movie 
Channels! FREE next 
day installation! Call 

1-844-284-8095 
(LA-SCAN)

Home Services
DIRECTV - Every live 
football game, every 
Sunday - anywhere 
- on your favorite 

device. Restrictions 
apply. Call IVS - 1

-866-734-0452
 (LA-SCAN)

Home Services
DIRECTV for $69.99/

mo
for 12 months with 
CHOICE Package. 

Watch your favorite 
live sports, news 
& entertainment 

anywhere. One year 
of HBO Max FREE. 

Directv is #1 in 
Customer Satisfaction 
(JD Power & Assoc.) 
Call for more details! 

(some restrictions 
apply) Call 1-866-734-

0452 (LA- SCAN)

Home Services
DIRECTV NOW. No 
Satellite Needed. 

$40/month. 65 
Channels. Stream 

Breaking News, Live 
Events, Sports & On 
Demand Titles. No 

Annual Contract. No 
Commitment. CALL 

1-844-246-2428 
(LA-SCAN)

Home Services
DISH NETWORK 

$59.99 for 190 
Channels! Blazing 

Fast Internet, $19.99 
per month. (where 

available.) Switch & 
Get a FREE $100 Visa 
Gift Card. FREE Voice 

Remote. FREE HD 
DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call 

today! 1-855-654
-8207 (LA-SCAN)

Home Services
Earthlink High 

Speed internet. As 
Low As $14.95 per 

month (for the first 3 
months) Reliable High 

Speed Fiber Optic 
Technology. Stream 
Videos, Music and 
More! Call Earthlink 

Today! 1-866-794-6858 
(LA-SCAN)

Home Services
HughesNet - Finally, 
super-fast internet 

no matter where you 
live. 25 Mbps just 
$59.99 per month! 

Unlimited Data is Here. 
Stream Video. Bundle 

TV & Internet. Free 
Installation. Call 1-855-

723-9424 
(LA-SCAN)

Home Services
Secure your home with 

Vivint Smart Home 
technology. Call 1-888-

894-0402 to learn 
how you can get a 

professionally installed 
security system with 

$0 activation (LA-
SCAN)

Home Services
The weather 

is increasingly 
unpredictable. Be 

prepared for power 
outages. FREE 7-Year 

extended warranty 
($695 value!) Schedule 

your FREE in-home 
assessment today! 

Call 1-888-718-6060. 
Special Financing for 
qualified customers. 

(LA- SCAN)

Home Services
Two great new offers 
from AT&T Wireless! 
Ask how to get the 

new iPhone 11 or Next 
Generation Samsung 
Galaxy S10e ON US 
with AT&T’s Buy one, 
Give One offer. While 
supplies last! CALL 

1-866-393-0713 
(LA-SCAN)

Home Services
Viasat Satellite Internet 
Up to 12 mbps Plans 
Starting at $30 per 
month. Our Fastest 

Speeds (up to 50mbps) 
& Unlimited Data 

Plans start at $100 
per month. Call Viasat 

today! 
1-855-801-0860 

(LA-SCAN)

Insurance
ATTENTION SMALL 

BUSINESS OWNERS! 
Are you protected 
in case of property 
damage or if you 

have an interruption 
in service due to 
a property event? 
Business Owner 

Property insurance 
IS AFFORDABLE and 
WILL PROTECT YOU 
when the unexpected 

happens! For free 

quote, call 1-877-370-
3233 (M-F 7:30am-

9:30pm ET) (LA-SCAN)

Insurance
AUTO INSURANCE 

STARTING AT $49 PER 
MONTH! Call 1-844-

430-4651 for your free 
rate comparison to 

see how much you can 
save! 

(LA-SCAN)

Insurance
DENTAL INSURANCE 

from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance 

Company. NOT just 
a discount plan, 

REAL coverage for 
(350) procedures. 

Call 1-855-268-0108 
for details. www.

dental50plus.com/
morning 6118-0219 

(LA-SCAN)

Insurance
Life Insurance 

up to $15,000 of 
GURANTEED Life 

Insurance! No Medical 
Exam or Health 

Questions. Cash to 
help pay funeral and 
other final expenses. 
Call Physicians Life 
Insurance Company 

1-877-535-2381 or visit 
www.Life55plus. info/

louisiana 
(LA-SCAN)

Insurance
SAVE BIG ON HOME 

INSURANCE! Compare 
20 A-Rated insurance 

companies. Get a 
quote within minutes. 

Average savings of 
$444 per year! Call 

1-877-533-3917 
(Monday-Friday 

8am-8pm Central) (LA-
SCAN)

Insurance
WE SHOP, YOU SAVE 

on your Medicare 
Supplement Insurance! 

Call 1-844-885-9650 
today to compare 
Medicare benefits 

and costs from up to 
20 top-rated carriers. 

Receive the best 
option for you. 

(LA-SCAN)

Medical Equipment
Portable Oxygen 

Concentrator May Be 
Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim Independence 
and mobility with the 
compact design and 
long lasting battery 

of Inogen One. For a 
FREE information kit 
call 1-855-636-1667 

(LA-SCAN)

Miscellaneous
DONATE YOUR CAR 

TRUCK OR BOAT 
TO HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. FREE 

3 Day Vacation, Tax 
Deductible, Free

Towing. All Paperwork 
Taken Care Of. Call 

1-844-605-9298 
(LA-SCAN)

Miscellaneous
DONATE YOUR 
CAR TO UNITED 

BREAST CANCER 
FOUNDATION! Your 

donation helps 
education, prevention 
& support programs. 
FAST FREE PICKUP 
- 24 HR RESPONSE 
- TAX DEDUCTION 

1-888-405-0326 
(LA-SCAN)

Miscellaneous
Donate your car, truck 
or van. Help veterans 

find jobs or start a 
business. Call Patriotic 

Hearts Foundation. 
Fast, FREE pick-up. 
Max tax-deduction. 

Operators are standing 
by! Call 1-866-934-

5706 (LA-SCAN)

Miscellaneous
Timeshare 

Cancellation Experts 
Wesley Financial 
Group, LLC Over 
$50,000,000 in 

timeshare debt and 
fees cancelled in 2019. 
Get free informational 

package and learn 
how to get rid of 

your timeshare! Free 
consultations. Over 

450 positive
reviews. Call 1-855-
473-0818 (LA-SCAN)

Want To Buy
FREON WANTED: We 
pay $$$ for cylinders 
and cans. R12 R500 

R11 R113 R114. 
Convenient. Certified 

Professionals. Call 
312-291-9169 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.

com
LA-SCAN)

Want To Buy
$$$ I buy Rv’s, 5th 
wheel, bumper pull 
in any area !! any 

condition!! Old or new 
! Dirty / clean ! I pay 

cash !Missing title , no 
problem we can apply 
for one 9565451118
Call Mr. R. anytime 

(LA-SCAN)

Allegiance.
   Upon the 
recommendation of 
Police Chief Steve 
Cropper, Michael Roy 
moved to confirm Lita 
Hopkins as a police 
officer in the Minden 
Police Department, 
subject to passing 
all applicable tests. 
The motion was duly 
seconded by Pam 
Bloxom and carried 
unanimously.
   Pam Bloxom moved 
to adopt a Resolution 
Adopting the City of 
Minden 2021-2022 
Budget, as presented. 
The motion was duly 
seconded by Michael 
Roy. Wayne Edwards 
offered a substitute 
motion to table action 
and take the budget 
back to a workshop 
for further discussion. 
The substitute motion 
was duly seconded 
by Vincen Bradford 
and the vote was as 
follows: Ayes: Wayne 
Edwards, Terika 
Williams-Walker and 
Vincen Bradford. 
Nays: Michael Roy and 
Pam Bloxom. Absent: 
None. Abstain: None. 
The substitute motion 
passed.
   Wayne Edwards 
moved to adopt 
Ordinance No. 
1120, an Ordinance 
granting Centerpoint 
Energy Resources 
Corporation, d/b/a 
Centerpoint Energy 
Louisiana Gas, the 
right to construct, 
install, operate and 
maintain facilities for 
the transportation, 
distribution and sale of 
gas in the municipality 
and, for such 
purposes, to use and 
excavate in the public 
highways, streets, 
sidewalks, alleys, 
squares, commons, 
grounds, and other 
publicly owned areas 
and levying a franchise 
(privilege) tax for that 
purpose and authorize 
the Mayor to enter into 
and sign said Franchise 
Agreement with 
Centerpoint Energy 
Resources Corporation 
d/b/a Centerpoint 
Energy Louisiana 
Gas, as presented. 
The motion was duly 
seconded by Vincen 
Bradford and carried 
unanimously.
   Wayne Edwards 
moved to adopt 
Ordinance No. 1121, 
as presented, Levying 
Taxes of 5.46 Mills as 
General Alimony Tax 
on all Taxable Property 
located in the City of 
Minden, Louisiana for 
the year 2021. Those 
Taxable Properties 
designated as a part of 
the Minden Downtown 
Development District 
will be assessed with 
an additional 2.00 
Mills, making a total 
of 7.46 Mills on those 
properties located 
in said District. The 
motion was duly 
seconded by Michael 
Roy and carried 
unanimously.
   Upon motion by 
Michael Roy and duly 
seconded by Pam 
Bloxom, the council 
unanimously adopted 
a Resolution Declaring 
Certain City of Minden 
Property as Surplus 
and Fixing the Terms 
of Sale, as presented. 
Said resolution is 
attached to and made 
a part of these minutes.
   Wayne Edwards 
moved to adopt a 
Resolution Authorizing 
Execution of the 
Cooperative Endeavor/
Purchase Agreement 
between the City of 
Minden and Morgan 
City, Louisiana for one 
(1) Electric Transformer, 
as presented. The 
motion was duly 
seconded by Pam 
Bloxom and carried 
unanimously. Said 
resolution is attached 
to and made a part of 
these minutes.
   Michael Roy moved 
to adopt a Resolution 
authorizing the Mayor 
to accept Grant No. 
3-22-0032-016-2021, 
titled Airport Rescue 
Grant, from the Federal 
Aviation Administration 
to help offset a decline 
in revenues arising 
from diminished 
airport operations and 
activities at the Minden 
Airport as a result of 
Covid-19, and enter 
into a grant agreement 

with the Federal 
Aviation Administration, 
as presented. The 
motion was duly 
seconded by Wayne 
Edwards and carried 
unanimously. Said 
resolution is attached 
to and made a part of 
these minutes.
   Michael Fluhr, acting 
City Clerk, presented 
the Budget/Financial 
Report for the month of 
June, 2021. No motion 
is required.
   The Police Report 
for June of 2021 was 
unanimously accepted, 
as presented, upon 
motion of Michael Roy 
and duly seconded by 
Vincen Bradford.
   Public comments 
were heard, there were 
no council comments 
and the meeting was 
adjourned.
________________
Terry L. Gardner,
Mayor
ATTEST:
________________
Michael Fluhr,
Acting City Clerk

August 24, 2021
Minden Press-Herald

APARTMENTS FOR RENT

EMPLOYMENT

DIESEL 
MECHANIC 

NEEDED
Location Springhill, 

LA Must be able 
to pass a drug 

screen. Flexible 
work hours, able 
to do preventive 
maintenance. To 

apply call 
870-845-9341 or 
870-845-2405.

LAWN 
SERVICE

Get the best lawn 
service with the 
cheapest prices.  

Call 
(318) 517-9347

August 24, 2021
Minden Press-Herald

August 24, 2021
Minden Press-Herald
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Town & Country Health & Rehab want to wish Ms. Doris Kelley a fabulous 100th 
birthday. Ms. Kelley was born August 24, 1921. In her 100 years, she has experi-
enced so much! She was born in Stamps, Arkansas and soon after her birth her fam-
ily moved to Minden, Louisiana. She grew up in Minden and at the tender age of 21 
married her sweetheart, Rev. L Kelley. Ms. Kelley and her family traveled the Unit-
ed States and Germany seeing many great sites with 2 children in tow. Ms. Kelley 
worked as a secretary while traveling the globe. After rearing her children, she and 
her husband retired from the military and became pioneer missionaries. Ms. Kelley 
and husband were pioneer missionaries in Oregon where they planted a church that 
is still spreading the Gospel. After all their grand travels and accomplishments, Ms. 
Kelley and her love came back to the sweet town of Minden. Ms. Kelley was married 
to her husband 63 years.

Ms. Kelley’s daughter, Nancy Chafin is very attentive to her mother even living 
in El Paso, Texas. Ms. Kelley is very proud of her children, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren,Matt, Isabella and Xander. Ms. Kelley is a member of First 
Baptist Church of Minden and loves her congregation.

If you are looking for Ms. Kelley at Town & Country, you can find her at the dessert 
table. She is a fan of all things sweet like her.

EDUCATION

WILLIAM PATRICK
The Center Square

A new study by the 
Council for A Better Lou-
isiana shows long-term 
benefits for children who 
participate in a statewide 
public Pre-K program 
known as LA 4.

Previous research in-
dicated preschool pro-
grams positively could 
impact student readi-
ness and achievement in 
elementary school, but 
the Baton Rouge-based 
nonprofit’s new findings 
mark sustained bene-
fits through high school, 
making the results 
unique.

“We think the findings 
of this study are extreme-
ly significant,” said Barry 
Erwin, the organization’s 
president. “It shows that 
high-quality early child-
hood can help promote 
long-term educational 
benefits for students who 
participate in programs 
like LA 4 compared to 
those who do not have 
that opportunity.”

The Council for A Bet-
ter Louisiana is a public 
interest group founded 
by state business leaders 
in 1962. The “LA 4 Lon-
gitudinal High School 
Outcomes Study” was 
produced by nationally 

recognized early edu-
cation experts and was 
published by the nonpar-
tisan firm.

The study followed the 
first three LA 4 cohorts 
through the end of high 
school and analyzed 
student performance 
year over year. The re-
sults showed measurable 
gains across various cate-
gories.

Algebra scores were 
12.1% higher for students 
who participated in LA 4 
versus students who did 
not participate. Biology 
scores were 9.3% higher, 
geometry was 8.4% high-
er and English 2 was 7.8% 

higher. English 3 showed 
no measurable impact.

Special education 
placements fell by 45%, 
and the high school 
graduation rate was 4.3% 
higher compared with 
students who were not 
enrolled in LA 4.

The findings come with 
policy implications that 
could lead to expand-
ed program access and 
funding.

According to the Loui-
siana Department of Ed-
ucation, LA 4 serves more 
than 16,000 children and 
provides full-day Pre-K 
programs in public 
schools for 4-year-olds 

primarily from disadvan-
taged families.

The total per-pupil 
funding amount for the 
2020-2021 school year 
was $4,580. The program 
is free for children whose 
parents make less than 
200% of the Federal Pov-
erty Level. Reduced and 
full-price options are 
available for parents who 
make more.

Research results also 
showed poorer students 
within the study popu-
lation performed lower 
than statewide averages 
for all students regardless 
of whether they partici-
pated LA 4.

Study: Louisiana Pre-K program 
produces benefits through high school

PRESS-HERALD FILE PHOTO
Captured in a metropolitan Atlanta, Georgia primary school, this photograph 
depicts a typical classroom scene, where an audience of school children were 
seated on the floor before a teacher at the front of the room, who was reading an 
illustrated storybook, during one of the scheduled classroom sessions. 

Special to the Minden Press-Herald

Gov. John Bel Edwards 
and State Health Officer 
Dr. Joseph Kanter ap-
plauded the U. S. Food and 
Drug Administration’s 
full approval of Pfizer’s 
COVID-19 vaccine, the 
first such 
full ap-
proval of its 
kind. The 
COVID-19 
v a c c i n e s 
are safe, 
e f f e c t i v e 
and easily 
a v a i l a b l e 
all across 
L ouisiana 
for people ages 12 and 
older. More than 2.2 mil-
lion Louisianans have 
taken at least one dose 
of a COVID-19 vaccine, 
with nearly 40 percent of 
Louisiana’s population 
fully vaccinated against 
COVID-19, according to 
CDC data.

“Today’s FDA approval 
of the Pfizer vaccine, now 
marketed as Comirnaty, is 
yet another historic mo-
ment in our journey out of 
this COVID-19 pandemic. 
This full FDA approval of 
the first COVID vaccine 
follows months of clinical 
trials and millions upon 
millions of real-world 
doses safely administered 
across the globe. This vac-
cine is well researched, 
very safe and highly effec-

tive at preventing serious 
COVID illness, hospital-
ization and death,” Gov. 
Edwards said. “It is my fer-
vent hope that any Louisi-
anan who was waiting for 
the FDA approval of the 
vaccine will take action to 
immediately receive their 
shot. Already, more than 
2.2 million Louisianans 
have taken at least one 
dose of the vaccines that 
are available statewide. 
We are optimistic that our 
numbers will grow as we 
fight together to end this 
COVID pandemic once 
and for all. Today would 
be a great day to get your 
COVID vaccine.”

“After an exhaustive re-
view process we are very 
happy to see the Pfizer 
vaccine receive full li-
censure from the FDA. 
More than 200 million 
Americans, including 2.2 
million people in Lou-
isiana, already have re-
ceived at least one dose 
of a COVID-19 vaccine,” 
said Dr. Joseph Kanter, 
State Health Officer. “The 
COVID-19 pandemic and 
our most recent surge 
have been devastating. To 
date, we have lost more 
than 11,900 Louisianans 
to this virus. Many more 
people going sleeves up 
for this life-saving vaccine 
will protect us against fu-
ture COVID-19 surges and 
help us put an end to this 
pandemic.”

COVID-19

Edwards applauds FDA 
approval of Pfizer vaccine

EDWARDS
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