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The 2020 high school football season in 
Webster Parish had its moments, but most-
ly it will be remembered for the many chal-
lenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic.

Not least among those were the cancella-
tion of games during an already abbreviat-
ed eight-game regular season.

Lakeside played only five games. Minden 
and North Webster got in seven. The Tide 
played three more in the 4A playoffs. Glen-
brook played 
10 total in its 
final season 
in the MAIS.

T h i n g s 
might not be 
c o m p l e t e l y 
back to nor-
mal — the 
p a n d e m i c 
could raise its 
ugly head again — but they are close to it.

Jamborees are back. The 10-game regu-
lar-season is back. There are no limits on 
how many fans can attend the games.

Last year everyone was just glad there 
was a season. Now the regular routine has 
returned, and that obviously is a relief to all 
who love high school football.

One of the biggest stories in high school 
football this year is Glenbrook’s move 
to the LHSAA. The Apaches are in tough 
District 1-1A with powerhouse Calvary 

Are you ready 
for football?

INSIDE TODAY

Football 
Preview
High School, College & 
NFL get their turn

Inside Today

See, FOOTBALL, Page 3
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Over the past weekend, 
Martha Conly, Assistant 
City Clerk for the City of 
Minden provided the city 
with a letter formally no-
tifying them of her retire-
ment.

In the letter she ex-
pressed her disagreement 
with the current adminis-
tration hiring and payroll 
policy, which has been 
a subject of concern re-
garding the city’s budget 
brought up by Council-
man Wayne Edwards in 
recent meetings.

“It is with a heavy heart 
that I make this decision. 
I do not agree with the 
current administration’s 
hiring and payroll policy. I 
do not feel that it is fair to 
hire someone at such an 
elevated rate of pay and 
then give them $3,000, 
$5,000, and $6,000 dollar 
rate increases. These new 
employees will be making 
more than current em-
ployees, who have been 
here 20 plus years, within 
the first two years of their 
employment,” the letter of 
resignation read.

Another employee with-
in the same department 
also quit over the week-
end, though the motiva-
tions behind that remain 
unknown. 

This came just short on 
the heels of a City Council 
workshop that was being 
held to discuss the budget 
further, and further drove 
the conversation regard-
ing raises for city employ-

CITY OF MINDEN

Asst. City 
Clerk 

retires as 
budget talks 

continue

See, CITY, Page 2
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Bealls Family of Stores is 
thrilled to announce its new 
Burkes Outlet store opening 
on Sept. 19 in Minden.

Burkes Outlet delivers an 
ever-changing assortment of 
name-brand fashion, beau-
ty and home items at up to 
70% off other stores’ prices. 
From clothing and shoes for 
the family to unique home 
items to handbags, accesso-

ries, beauty items and more, 
Burkes Outlet is constantly 
bringing in new product.

“We love surprising our 
guests,” says Dave Alves, 
President and Chief Retail 
Officer of Bealls Family of 
Stores. “It’s all about the 
treasure hunt. That’s why 
when you see something 
you love, you have to grab it 
fast.”

Burkes Outlet is excited 
to open a new store in the 
Minden community and 

will start with approximate-
ly 25 job opportunities. This 
is a great influx for the local 
economy and just in time for 
holiday!

“I’ve been following the 
growth of Bealls Companies 
and I am blown away with 
the growth, especially in 
times like these,” stated Phil-
lip Smart, Development Di-
rector. “Burkes Outlet gives 
our citizens a more afford-

CITY GROWTH

WILL PHILLIPS/MINDEN PRESS-HERALD
Work continues on the former Stage Store at Towne East Shopping Center, making the 
way for a Burkes Outlet store, set to open Sept. 19.

Burkes Outlet coming to town
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Home Federal Bank 
(“HFB”), the wholly-owned 
subsidiary of Home Federal 
Bancorp, Inc. of Louisiana 
announced that a team of 
five experienced and high-
ly skilled professionals has 
been hired to open a loan 
production office in Min-
den, Louisiana, which will 

quickly be converted to a 
full-service banking center. 
Additionally, Home Federal 
Bank has appointed a new 
Advisory Board member to 
represent its Webster Parish 
interests.

The new Minden team has 
over 100 combined years 
of banking experience in 
the Webster Parish market. 
“These individuals join us 
with a high level of experi-

ence and proven track re-
cord for successfully devel-
oping banking relationships 
in the Minden market. I am 
confident that we have cho-
sen the best team to execute 
HFB’s expansion plans into 
my hometown,” said Jim 
Barlow, Chairman, Presi-
dent and CEO of Home Fed-
eral Bank.

Home Federal opening commercial lending center here

See, HFB, Page 2

See, BURKES, Page 2
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Second Front

Baptist, perennial power 
Haynesville and recently 
resurgent Homer.

Glenbrook Head Coach 
David Feaster and Cal-
vary’s Rodney Guin will 
once again match wits just 
as they did when Feaster 
was at Parkway and Guin 
at Haughton.

Feaster was known for 
his prolific offenses at 
Parkway and Minden. 
Last year — Feaster’s first 
as head coach— Glen-
brook also put a lot of 
points on the board. 

It will be interesting to 

see how the Apaches’ fare 
against LHSAA competi-
tion.

Minden had an out-
standing 2020 season. The 
second-round playoff vic-
tory over No. 5 Leesville 
won’t soon be forgotten. 
The Crimson Tide looks 
primed for another solid 
season.

North Webster and 
Lakeside will look for im-
provement. The Knights 
were hit hard by inju-
ries last season and the 
COVID-19 pandemic took 
a big toll on the Warriors.

At the next level, LSU 
and Arkansas will look to 

bounce back from lack-
luster seasons.

A year after winning the 
national title, the Tigers 
went 5-5, although they 
finished strong with an 
upset of Florida and a vic-
tory over Ole Miss.

Sophomore Max John-
son, who led The Tigers to 
victories over Florida and 
Ole Miss in the last two 
games last season, will 
likely start at quarterback 
after Myles Brennan suf-
fered a left arm injury in 
August that required sur-
gery.

As usual, LSU has plen-
ty of talent on both sides 

of the ball. Another medi-
ocre season could put Ed 
Orgeron on the hot seat if 
he isn’t already.

Arkansas fans will also 
expect to see a lot of im-
provement in Sam Pitt-
man’s second season as 
head coach. The Razor-
backs went 3-7 last sea-
son. If the defense isn’t 
better, it will be another 
rough season.

Louisiana Tech will 
seek to continue its suc-
cess under Skip Holtz. 
The Bulldogs’ bowl win-
ning streak ended last 
season, but the Bulldogs 
have the talent to start an-

other one.
Grambling State lost 

all four of its games 
in the spring season. 
COVID-19-related is-
sues played a big part in 
the lack of success. Head 
Coach Broderick Fobbs is 
a proven winner, though, 
so the Tigers could again 
contend in the SWAC.

In the NFL, one of 
the biggest storylines to 
watch will be how the 
New Orleans Saints will 
fare without future Hall 
of Famer Drew Brees 
at quarterback. Either 
Taysom Hill or Jameis 
Winston will take over.

The quarterback posi-
tion in Dallas will also be 
under close scrutiny. Will 
former Haughton star 
Dak Prescott, who signed 
a huge contract in the off-
season, be the same quar-
terback he was before 
suffering the devastating 
leg injury in Week 4 last 
season?

It won’t be long until we 
start learning the answer 
to that question and the 
others at the high school 
and college levels. It 
should be a fun ride.

Football: Old coaches face off with different teams in 2021
Continued from Page 1

ees.
The conflict can be 

boiled down to Mayor 
Terry Gardner affirming 
that these were worth-
while hires, and that even 
with these raises they 
would still be underpaid 
in relation to others in 
their field, while Coun-
cilman Edwards believes 
that if these department 
heads get raises, then 
raises for all department 
heads should be consid-
ered.

“The only thing that I 
ask is that we come to a 
compromise, and what 
we do for one, we do for 
all,” said Edwards.

“I understand the 
qualifications, and what 
you want to do as far as 
rewarding them for their 
job. We need to know 
before it occurred, not 
after it occurred. It seems 
strange, that on Friday, 
that memo goes to the 
clerk’s office to raise that, 
when we just had a coun-
cil meeting to say there 
was an issue with the 
budget that we wanted 
to discuss for those two 
positions. Put yourself in 
my position and tell me 
what you think?”

At this point the dia-
logue switched to that 
of there being a lack of 
communication.

“Everybody in the city 
is aware of what’s going 
on. Terry, I have tried to 
work with this adminis-
tration. I’ve been open 
and honest, but I don’t 
see that coming both 
ways,” said Edwards.

Gardner responded, 
“Mr. Edwards all I can do 
is invite you to come to 
my office and sit down 
like I did two times the 
other afternoon, ask-
ing you to come by Fri-
day two times. And you 
didn’t call me, come by 
or nothing.”

Gardner defended the 
raises by stating that the 
previous economic de-
veloper had a salary of 
72,000 a year, and that 
he hired the new one at 
42,000 a year, with an 
incentive of a 6,000 raise 
after acquiring certifi-
cations and bringing a 

business to the city with 
at least 10 full time em-
ployees. 

“I think that is not ex-
cessive, I think that it’s 
saving the city 30,000 
dollars. In that job de-
scription, the reduced 
salary also added the oc-
cupational license. This 
year to date, under his 
supervision, has brought 
in 570,000,” said Gardner. 
To me it’s a win-win for 
the city, because I saved 
the city a lot of money, 
and created more reve-
nue to put into the bud-
get.”

“I told her after she’d 
built the department, 
and proved her way, and 
with the added respon-
sibility she has, I don’t 
think a 5000 increase … 
is excessive.”

The next topic of dis-
cussion was that of the 
pay for the Police and 
Fire Departments for the 
city. Councilman Roy 
along with Mayor Gard-
ner had created a Safety 
Initiative Program made 
up of representatives 
of each district to work 
alongside the depart-
ments to find solutions 
for the problems they are 
having.

Roy proposed some 
changes to the budget, 
which if his calculations 
are correct, could see 
the pay for these depart-
ments raise significantly 
while at the same time, 
not costing the City that 
much than they had orig-
inally budgeted for. 

The Firemen in Min-
den get a starting pay of 
$8.85, the lowest in the 
city. The solution pro-
posed for this was to take 
the pay from long term 
firemen who had left the 
department, and instead 
of hiring new firemen to 
replace them, take their 
salaries, subtract the cost 
of promoting internal-
ly to fill those positions, 
and use the remainder to 
bring their starting sala-

ries up to the level of oth-
er positions in the city.

“Increase every fire-
man’s pay where the base 
pay is starting at 13.50 an 
hour. And in that calcula-
tion, from what I under-
stand, 15 is the optimal 
number of guys with 
the fire department, so 
that puts me leaving one 
open spot. The new sal-
aries would come up to 
about $720,000. I went 
and I figured on a per-
centage basis, all the in-
surance, FICA, medical, 
pensions, all that. So I 
came up with a new bud-
get number of $1.5 (mil-
lion),” said Roy.

“The existing budget is 
almost 1.6, so that leaves 
about a positive 83,000 
in the budget for that de-
partment. That’s bring-
ing everybody’s starting 
salary up to 13.50 an 
hour, and that goes into 
percentage increase up 
to the assistant chiefs.”

When it came to in-
creasing pay for the Po-
lice Officers, Roy mainly 
utilized the budgeted 
amount that was in the 
budget already for over-
time, and instead spread 
that out amongst the offi-
cers to increase base pay 
up to $16.50. 

“We’re pulling their 
overtime of 175,000 to 
fund this,” said Roy.

“Taking all that into ac-
count, plus, giving a total 
of 33 spots to the police 
department, so with the 
new hire they’ll have 
about 7 positions avail-
able, including their dis-
patchers, the chief, and 
the secretary down there 
… is at about 2.83 on the 
new budget, the existing 
is about 2.7, almost 2.8. 
It’s about 41,000 dollars 
in the hole.”

These calculations 
were preliminary, and 
still need to be run by 
the City Clerk in order to 
make sure that they hold 
up. Granted, these con-
cerns should have come 
up during the initial bud-
get workshops, but if the 
numbers are to hold up, 
this bodes well for the 
Fire and Police Depart-
ments as pay increases 
seem feasible. The oth-
er Councilmen were in 
approval of this plan as 
well.

City: Hiring, salaries scrutinized
Continued from Page 1 “The only thing that 

I ask is that we come 
to a compromise, and 
what we do for one, 

we do for all. ”

Wayne Edwards
Dist. 1 City Councilman

able and diverse shopping 
experience and it brings 
more jobs to Webster Par-
ish.”

Burkes Outlet’s buyers 
are in market every day 
looking for one-of-a-kind 
buys and great brands. 

They negotiate deep dis-
counts that translate into 
huge savings for custom-
ers.

The grand opening cel-
ebration will take place 
September 19th through 
September 29th with 
games and giveaways. 
One lucky winner will re-

ceive a $100 Burkes Outlet 
gift card.

Burkes Outlet will be lo-
cated at 1094 Homer Road 
and will be open Monday 
through Thursday from 
9am to 9pm, Fridays and 
Saturdays from 9am to 
9:30pm and on Sundays 
from 10am to 8pm.

Patony Morrow, Senior 
Vice President of Com-
mercial Lending and 
Market Manager for Web-
ster Parish, most recently 
worked as a commercial 
lender for a regional bank 
in Minden. He joins HFB 
with 25 years of Commer-
cial Lending experience 
and a total of 37 years of 
banking experience with-
in Webster Parish.

Lindsay McClaran, Vice 
President of Mortgage 
Lending, most recently 
was employed as a Mort-
gage Lender for a regional 
bank in Minden and has 
established a solid mort-

gage banking background 
over the past nine years.

Shirlene Frasier, Vice 
President and Branch 
Manager, began her ca-
reer in banking in 1982 
and joins HFB from a re-
gional bank with a vast 
knowledge of customer 
service, management 
support, and retail oper-
ations.

Rounding out our team 
are Shannon Garrett, a 
Commercial Loan Pro-
cessor, who brings over 20 
years of banking experi-
ence, along with Saman-
tha Kramer, Mortgage 
Loan Processor, who be-
gan her career in banking 
in 2018.

Mike Toland will serve 
as an Advisory Board 
Member of Home Feder-
al Bank representing the 
Webster Parish market. 
Born and reared in Min-
den, Mr. Toland spent the 
first 15 years of his career 
with a regional retailer 
prior to his current posi-
tion as President of the 
Fleming Group, where he 
has worked for the last 25 
years. Mike is very active 
in the community serving 
as a Sunday School Di-
rector at his church, past 
Chairman for United Way, 
a member of the Great-
er Minden Chamber of 
Commerce, and as a Min-
den City Councilman.

HFB: Morrow, McClaran, Garrett, Frasier 
and Toland joining Minden lending team

Continued from Page 1

Burkes: Store to be open 7-days-a-week
Continued from Page 1

COURTESY PHOTO
NLTCC Vice Chancellor of Workforce and Education Partnerships Dr. Jayda Spill-
ers, NLTCC Mansfield Director Kelli Fisher, NLTCC Mansfield Director Pam Hubi-
er-Rivers, IP Balance of Plant/Area Maintenance Manager Mike Stewart, IP Mainte-
nance Learning Leader Jeffrey Leach, and NLTCC Chancellor Dr. Earl Meador.

Special to the minden Press-Herald

International Paper 
Foundation, through the 
Mansfield Mill, has do-
nated $9,000 to the North-

west Louisiana Techni-
cal Community College 
(NLTCC)-Mansfield Cam-
pus.

Thanks to the gener-
ous support of the Inter-

national Paper Founda-
tion, students enrolled 
in NLTCC’s Industrial In-
strumentation and Elec-

IP grant to help NLTCC students

See, GRANT, Page 16
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Mattie Lee Moore 
Green Chappell

Mattie Lee Moore 
Green Chappell 
gained her heaven-
ly wings on the eve-
ning of August 8, 
2021 at her residence 
in Shreveport, Lou-

isiana.  Mattie was born on August 17, 
1939, in Sibley, Louisiana to Maggie Lou 
Moore. She grew up in Sibley, Louisiana 
and graduated from Central Consolidat-
ed High School in Dubberly, LA in 1958.  

She accepted Christ at an early age, 
joining the Mt. Pero Baptist Church, 
Dubberly LA, also known to many as the 
“family’s” church. After Mattie was unit-
ed in marriage to Jeremiah Ellis Green 
on April 9, 1960, she joined Mt Zion 
C.M.E., Minden, LA. To their union and 
blended family included Cheryl Denise, 
four daughters were born: Cynthia An-
nise, Candy Vanise, Melanie Beth and 
Jerri Etta. Mattie moved to Shreveport, 
LA in 1976 joining Lane Chapel C.M.E. 
and on June 9, 1985, she united with 
Major McDuffy. Mattie later united with 
George Chappell on January 1, 1994 and 
joined with him to New Elizabeth Mis-
sionary BC. 

Mattie worked at the Louisiana Army 
Ammunition Plant for over 30 years be-
fore she retired.  She came out of retire-
ment on September 12, 1996 to work as 
a Librarian for 17 years at Shreve Me-
morial Library throughout Shreveport, 
Louisiana until she retired in 2013. Still 
to this day, she is loved by many who still 

recognize her as “My Librarian”.Mat-
tie enjoyed spending time with family 
and friends, cooking trying new recipes 
and watching others enjoying her cook-
ing, baking her famous 5-flavor pound 
cakes, playing and skunking people in 
dominoes, traveling, and loving on her 
grandchildren.

Mattie leaves to cherish her mem-
ories: (Daughter) Cheryl D. Williams 
of Shreveport, LA; (Daughter) Candy 
V. Brown (Lawrence) of Bossier City, 
LA; (Daughter) Melanie B. Flournoy 
(Jerome) of Fontana, CA; and (Daugh-
ter) Jerri E. Green of Shreveport, LA; 
and fourteen grandchildren; fourteen 
great-grandchildren; and one great 
great-granddaughter and a host of niec-
es, nephews, cousins and friends.

Among those preceding her in death 
are: her mother, Maggie Lou Moore; her 
sister, Minnie Lee Alford; four brothers, 
Bill Moore, Calvin Moore, Willie Hall, J 
D Moore; one daughter, Cynthia Annise 
Green-Davis; and her husbands, Jeremi-
ah Green, Major McDuffy, and George 
Chappell.
Morning Star Baptist
5340 Jewella Avenue
Shreveport, LA  71109

Friday, August 27, 2021
Viewing/Visitation: 6:00pm – 6:30pm
Family Hour:  6:30pm – 7:30pm

Saturday, August 28, 2021
Homegoing Celebration
11:00am

Interment:  Moore Cemetery
  Moore Cemetery Road
  Dubberly, LA

Brian Shelby Fuller
A memorial service for Brian Shelby Fuller will be 

held Saturday,  August 28, 2021 from 2pm to 4pm in the 
Fellowship Hall at North Acres Baptist Church. 

Brian was born May 27, 1981 and passed away July 21, 
2021.

Brian was a true outdoorsman and enjoyed all things 
outdoors.   He loved hunting squirrel,  ducks, and deer, 
but his greatest passion was fishing. 

Brian was preceded in death by his grandmothers 
Daphne Edwards and Nelda Fuller. 

He is survived by his daughter,  Bentley Fuller,  his 
son,  Jacob (Fuller) Roark, his father,  Archie Fuller,  his 
mother,  Carlene Fuller,  his brother,  Andy Fuller,  and 
his grandfather,  Shelby Edwards.

OBITUARY

OBITUARY

Special to the Minden Press-Herald

MINDEN, LA – Do you 
want to know if you are 
eligible for a property tax 
homestead exemption? 
Or do you want to know 
if you are eligible to have 
the assessed value of your 
property frozen at the 
current level which will 
prevent your property 
assessed value from in-
creasing? Or maybe you 
want to know how period-
ic property re-assessment 
that is required by Louisi-
ana State Law will affect 

your property taxes or do 
you just want to know how 
the taxes on your proper-
ty are determined. These 
questions and many more 
are answered in the very 
first newly printed “Web-
ster Parish Assessor’s Of-
fice Annual Report, 2021”.

On January 1, 2021, 
when Denise Edwards 
took office, she estab-
lished two main goals: 
Providing Webster Parish 
property owners and citi-
zens with premium, cour-
teous, proficient, timely 
service and providing 

Webster Parish citizens 
with the important infor-
mation that they need to 
make informed decisions 
about properly managing 
their property.

“Keeping our citizens 
and taxpayers informed 
with up-to-date informa-
tion is a high priority for 
the Webster Parish As-
sessor’s Office,” Edwards 
said. “With this goal as 
our priority we now pro-
vide Webster Parish cit-
izens with two means 
of obtaining important 
property tax information. 

These are: The newly pub-
lished, first ever Webster 
Parish Assessor’s Office 
Annual Report and a new-
ly re-designed website 
that went live in January 
this year. The web address 
is the same www.webster-
assessor.org. The Annual 
Report and website were 
created as a service to the 
taxpayers of Webster Par-
ish with their needs and 
best interest in mind,” Ed-
wards continued.

She described the As-

Tax Assessor’s report to provide pertinent 
information for Webster Parish taxpayers

See, REPORT, Page 16
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THE MINDEN 
PRESS-HERALD 

WELCOMES 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR. 

HERE ARE OUR GUIDELINES:  
Letters are published 

identifying name, occupation 
and/or title and the writer’s 

city of residence. Letters are 
not to exceed 500 words. 

Send letters to: Letters to the 
Editor, Minden Press-Herald, 
P.O. Box 1339, Minden, LA 

71055, or email to: 
newsroom@press-herald.com.

With the full approval of 
one vaccine, and more likely 
to come, is there going to be 
another season of hope about 
beating COVID-19?

At the rate we’re going in 
Louisiana, maybe not.

Resistance continues to get-
ting the shots; there is going 
to be more resistance to get-
ting booster shots that are now 
on the horizon, typically eight 
months from the second shot 
of the Pfizer or Moderna vac-
cines.

Nowhere is the problem 

more acute than in small-town 
Louisiana.

During the earlier spring of 
hope, when vaccines were roll-
ing out, people clamoring for 
their shots were trying various 
means of skipping the queues. 
One method was to seek out 
pharmacies or health units in 
small towns, to get a shot at the 
first shot without a wait.

Unfortunately, that those 
shots were available was a fore-
shadowing a larger problem: 
Too many folks in the country 
were not willing to get vacci-

nated.
Low vaccination rates in ru-

ral and suburban Louisiana led 
to the staggering crisis there 
today. Small-town hospitals, 
vital to the physical and so-
cial health of their commu-
nities, are overwhelmed with 
COVID-19 cases.

Part of the problem is of 
course cultural: Low education 
levels can help online misin-
formation take deep root, and 
a lack of internet access can 
make finding an appointment 
difficult.

Some say they don’t feel like 
the virus is a threat because 
they hardly ever gather in large 
groups, aside from church ser-
vices or high school football 
games.

While true enough, that’s not 
helping now, and an infectious 
disease doesn’t turn off when 
people go into town to shop. 
We hope that full approval of 
vaccines will turn that corner, 
but people have to cooperate.

Louisiana must do better.

The Advocate: Rural Louisiana needs to step up

As we watch Afghanistan 
again devolve dangerously into 
a terrorist magnet ruled by the 
Taliban, we witness once again 
the timeless and immutable 
principle of history and nations 
that strength deters bad actors 
while weakness begets war.

Yes, Afghanistan has been 
a 20-year war beginning after 
9-11 and yes, the American 
people no doubt wish to con-
clude America’s engagement 
there and our troops, finally, 
return home. However, the 
American people also remem-
ber why they were deployed 
to Afghanistan in 2001 and 
recognize strong and effective 
leadership as well as political-
ly driven tactical and strategic 
incompetence when they see 
it. They shudder when they re-
alize their weak and inept na-
tional leadership has fallen far 
below America’s high standard 
of competence, courage, and 
commitment to our strategic 
interests, our values, and the 
security of our country, and 
that the trust our internation-
al allies have placed in us has 
been seriously damaged.

U.S. troops have regained 
control of the Kabul airport and 
its single runway but that’s the 
only strategic asset allied forces 
control. The rapidly developing 
problem is that thousands of 
American civilians, and those 
of our allies who were also 
shocked by our precipitous 
withdrawal, are still trapped 
behind enemy lines and unable 
to make it through a gauntlet of 
Taliban checkpoints to safe-
ty and safe passage out of this 
quagmire. Now, the Taliban, 
who provided Al Qaeda with 
the staging ground to plan and 
carry out the attack on America 
on September 11, 2001, rapidly 
fills the vacuum created by our 
quickly departing troops and 
security infrastructure.

In fact, the U.S. Embassy 
warned this week that “the 
U.S. government cannot en-
sure safe passage to the Hamid 
Karzai International Airport.” 
Further, Sec. of Defense, Lloyd 
Austin, when asked last week 
whether the U.S. would be able 
to rescue Americans who can’t 
make it to the airport, replied “I 
don’t have the capability to go 
out and extend operations cur-
rently into Kabul.”

What we are witnessing in 
real time is darkly reminiscent 
of the foreign policy disaster of 
President Jimmy Carter in Iran 
in 1979 when Islamic students 

overwhelmed the U.S. Embassy 
in Tehran and took 53 American 
hostages. The similarly incom-
petent rescue mission Presi-
dent Carter ordered in 1980 to 
free the hostages was ultimate-
ly aborted—but not before 
five airmen and three Marines 
were killed—with the smoking 
wreckage of U.S. aircraft serv-
ing as a searing reminder of the 
high price to be paid for Amer-
ica’s presidential weakness. 
What we’ve seen these last few 
days in Afghanistan also brings 

to mind 
the fall of 
Saigon in 
1975 with 
the rushed 
evacuation 
to safety of 
U.S. Em-
bassy per-
sonnel by 
helicopter 
from the 
E m b a s s y 
roof.

T h o s e 
who mean us harm are watch-
ing closely from Tehran, Bei-
jing, and Moscow and must be 
happily shocked to see heavily 
armed Taliban fighters relaxing 
in the Afghan presidential pal-
ace and helicopters hovering 
over the American Embassy in 
Kabul to assist fleeing Amer-
icans. At the same time, our 
frightened and desperate Af-
ghan allies—men, women, and 
children—desperately seek to 
escape the re-imposition of a 
cruel Medieval legal and so-
cial structure where no life is 
sacred or safe, and women and 
children suffer most from the 
fanatical religious despotism 
brutally imposed by the Tali-
ban—whose fatal flaw was that 
they trusted the U.S. to protect 
them from this very predictable 
scenario.

Now, many more will be vi-
olently extricated from their 
homes to be summarily exe-
cuted by the Taliban for their 
support of our twenty-year 
mission to bring more free-
dom, stability, economic pros-
perity and women’s’ rights to 
their nation—and to prevent 
their country from once again 
becoming a staging ground for 
lethal global attacks, including 
against Americans and Ameri-
ca.

The most regrettable thing 
may be the fact that order in that 
country could have been main-
tained with comparatively little 
effort or expense by the U.S. or 

its allies to insure we didn’t al-
low extremist groups like ISIS 
or the Taliban to regroup and 
begin to grow and surge again. 
How must our American sol-
diers, Marines, Airmen, Sailors, 
and their families, who brave-
ly fought in-country over the 
20-year war, feel in seeing the 
enormous sacrifice of blood, 
sweat and tears—and lives—
being lost through the imbecil-
ity of their national leadership 
literally over 3-4 days’ time.

However, despite the crim-
inal incompetence of their 
Commander in Chief, their 
sacrifice, and that of their fami-
lies, was not in vain. Recall that 
in the immediate aftermath of 
9/11, the military and intelli-
gence establishment believed 
we would be attacked again in 
days or weeks. I remember be-
ing in DC for 9/11 and seeing in 
the days following this national 
tragedy the Army installing an-
ti-aircraft artillery placements 
on the Capital Mall in order 
to defend the White House, 
the Capitol and other govern-
ment buildings from what was 
thought to be a certain second 
wave of attacks. The sacrifice 
of our Soldiers, Airmen, Ma-
rines, Sailors and Coast Guard 
purchased, at a very high price, 
a blessed 20-year peace from 
attacks on our homeland for 
which all Americans are grate-
ful.

The second most regretta-
ble thing is that Pres. Biden, 
after promising to be a “leader 
the world respects” has done 
the opposite—and has dam-
aged the U.S.’s relationship and 
credibility with our allies. This 
arbitrary and capricious with-
drawal from Afghanistan has 
stunned and angered many of 
our allies. Remember, our al-
lies over the last 20 years have 
also made enormous invest-
ments—blood and resources—
in the stabilization and peace-
ful coexistence of that country 
to prevent the very thing from 
happening that is happening 
now—Afghanistan transition-
ing back to being a terrorist ha-
ven which threatens the entire 
civilized world, as well as the 
mass exodus of fleeing Afghans 
seeking emergency natural-
ization and settlement in the 
countries of our allies.

Biden’s effort to blame Pres-
ident Trump for his own bad 
judgement is deeply dishon-
est. To suggest that Biden fol-
lowed Trump’s policies in any 
area, especially in an area of 

foreign policy so important to 
our national strategic inter-
ests and the safety of our cit-
izens, would be hysterical if 
not so tragic and dangerous. 
Rather, according to analysis 
by the Heritage Foundation, 
“Trump, in fact, handed Biden 
a problem mostly solved. All 
Biden had to do was negotiate 
a lasting settlement from a po-
sition of strength or maintain 
an economy of force presence 
in Afghanistan if the Taliban 
failed to deliver. Instead, Biden 
just decided to call it a day and 
call the troops home regardless 
of what the Taliban did on the 
ground.” (Heritage.org).

This tragic error in judg-
ment by the president recalls 
the statement of former Sec. 
of Defense, Robert Gates, who 
served both Republican and 
Democrat presidents, that “I 
think he’s [Biden] been wrong 
on nearly every major foreign 
policy and national security is-
sue over the past four decades.”

Biden, in another dazed and 
confused press event, made 
the comment Friday that “we 
are in constant contact with 
the Taliban” who he believes 
are allowing Americans with 
passports to pass through 
checkpoints without violence. 
If it weren’t so dangerous a sit-
uation this would be laughable. 
The most powerful nation on 
the earth is relying for the safe-
ty of its citizens on the word 
of the most vicious terrorists 
in the world—who have spent 
years killing Americans. Hu-
miliating. And the fact that this 
foreign policy, defense, and 
intelligence disaster occurred 
roughly one month before the 
20th anniversary of the attacks 
of 9/11 only rubs acid in our 
Nation’s wound.

This epic disaster under-
scores the essential lesson of 
history that the only way to en-
sure peace is through strength. 
As President Reagan said, “we 
know only too well that war 
comes not when the forces of 
freedom are strong, but when 
they are weak. It is then that ty-
rants are tempted.”

The “tender mercies” of the 
Taliban are not going to endure 
for long and this Administra-
tion would be wise to address 
this disaster before then.

Royal Alexander is a Shreveport 
attorney.
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Some time ago, I wrote 
about the seasons of life 
with the Winter Season 
being the one I present-
ly find myself in. I was 
reminded of this earlier 
this week when I heard a 
young man say, “I’ve al-
ready lived the best part 
of my life.”

This young 
man was in his 
early forties and 
I thought, “How 
sad that he feels 
that way.”

However, he 
went on to ex-
plain how his 
childhood was 
so different 
from the way 
children are 
growing up to-
day. Apparently, he was 
looking at his childhood 
as being the best part of 
his life.

After thinking about 
this for a while, I began to 
see things from his per-
spective,  the season of 
summer. He was recalling 
the carefree days when he 
was free of adult respon-
sibilities, unlike today 
when he feels responsible 
for so much.

It reminded me of a 
column written by Erma 
Bombeck, “If I had my life 
to live over...”   

The noted humor writ-
er, in  her season of win-
ter, was asked if she had 
her life to live over would 
she change anything. At 
first she said no, but then 
she thought about it and 
changed her mind. She 
then proceeded to list 
some of the things she 
would change.

As I read these I was 
convicted of several of 
them that I could easily 
agree with.

“I would have invited 
friends over to dinner 
even if the carpet was 
stained and the sofa fad-
ed.”

I remember many 
times my excuse for not 
hosting friends was that I 
hadn’t had time to clean 
the house thoroughly. 
That would have meant 
deep cleaning, closets, 
drawers, cabinets etc. I 
later decided that if they 
were coming just to see 
what kind of housekeeper 
I was, then they weren’t 
really going to enjoy the 
visit. So why bother?

“I would have taken 
the time to listen to my 
grandfather ramble about 
his youth.”

I knew only one of my 
grandfathers and he nev-
er was one to share about 
his younger days. How-
ever, my daddy would 
often tell us stories about 
his childhood. We would 
always listen and enjoy 
these tales but we never 
asked for more informa-
tion. Therefore, I grew up 
not knowing a lot about 
his family. Now that I am 
the only one of my gen-
eration left in the family, 
I have many questions, 
but sadly, there’s no one 
to ask.

“I would have sat cross-
legged on the lawn with 
my children and nev-

er worried about grass 
stains.”

Looking back makes 
me wonder if I spent 
enough time playing with 
my children or if I was 
too busy keeping house, 
cooking, or other tasks 
that could have been put 

on hold while 
we spent that 
special time to-
gether, listening 
to their beautiful 
laughter.

“ I would have 
shared more of 
the responsibili-
ty carried by my 
husband which 
I took for grant-
ed.”

It wasn’t writ-
ten in stone that 

certain responsibilities 
were those of the hus-
band and others were for 
the wife. I probably could 
have lifted some of the 
burden from his shoul-
ders.

“I would have eaten 
less cottage cheese and 
more ice cream.”

As I recall all the times 
I tried new fad diets try-
ing to achieve that perfect 
body shape, I realize how 
much enjoyment I real-
ly missed by not eating 
some of the foods I loved. 
All for the impossible 
look exhibited by those 
skinny girls on television. 
Finally, now in the win-
ter season, I realize that 
no one actually looks like 
that in real life.

“When my child kissed 
me impetuously, I would 
never say, “Later. Now, go 
get washed up for dinner.”

I would take the time 
to enjoy every show of 
affection because all too 
soon they would consider 
themselves too old to dis-
play such. And we finally 
realize how short a time 
they offer it so freely.

“There would have 
been more I love yous...
more I’m sorrys...more 
I’m listenings...but most-
ly, given another shot at 
life, I would seize every 
minute of it...look at it 
and really see it...try it 
on...live it...exhaust it... 
and never give that min-
ute back until there was 
nothing left of it.”       

When one reaches the 
Winter Season of his life, 
he can recognize what he 
could have done differ-
ently. Some people say 
they wouldn’t change a 
thing. I find it hard to be-
lieve that they can’t think 
of anything they would 
do differently.

But, friends, it isn’t too 
late to change some of the 
things we found lacking. 
Perhaps, others didn’t 
recognize all these little 
items we consider fail-
ures.

We can begin now to 
create a new atmosphere 
in our homes, among our 
friends and live with few-
er regrets when we reach 
this period of our lives.

Fannie Moore is a journalist 
who lives in Shongaloo where 
she enjoys writing on a variety 
of subjects.
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FROM THE BACK PORCH

According to 
Erma Bombeck

FANNIE MOORE

LIONS CLUB SPEAKER

WILL PHILLIPS/MINDEN PRESS-HERALD

State of the City
Mayor Terry Gardner was the guest speaker at last week’s Noon Minden Lions 
Club meeting Aug. 19. There he went into details over his past few years as 
mayor, noting the work his administration has been able to accomplish. In 
spite of a pandemic, the city of Minden has seen increasing sales tax growth 
month after month as a result of people shopping small and shopping local, 
initiatives the city has emphasized in recent years. His administration has also 
worked to bring Minden into the 21st century, which has been accomplished 
by the creation of new websites for the City itself as well as the REC Center, 
the development of an app, as well as a more engaged social media presence.

STAFF REPORT
Minden Press-Herald

Caney Lakes Day Use 
Recreation Area will close 
for the 2021 season on 
September 7th, the day af-
ter Labor Day. The follow-
ing facilities will be closed 
during this seasonal clo-
sure: swim area, ski beach 
area, and volleyball court. 
The day use recreation 
area will reopen next year 
on Memorial Day week-
end, May 28, 2022.

Fishing, camping, boat-
ing, and hiking the Sugar 
Cane National Recreation 
Trail may still be enjoyed 
at Caney Lakes through-
out the year. For more in-
formation, please contact 
the Caney Ranger District 
Office at (318) 927-2061.

Caney Lakes 
Rec. area to 
close Sept. 7

GARDENING

KYLE PEVETO
LSU AgCenter

Tiny edible vegetables 
known as microgreens 
have been rising in pop-
ularity with Americans 
searching for ways to 
add nutrition to home-
cooked dishes.

As many found them-
selves seeking do-it-
yourself projects during 
the 2020 COVID-19 out-
break, microgreens be-
came a favorite minia-
ture gardening project.

LSU AgCenter horti-
culture expert Kathryn 
“Kiki” Fontenot became 
interested in develop-
ing microgreen growing 
operations over the past 
year, and she developed 
a how-to guide to teach 
others.

“During the pandem-
ic my workload changed 
drastically,” Fontenot 

said. “Instead of meeting 
face to face with the pub-
lic, we were answering 
tons of calls and emails 
from people just starting 
to garden.”

A common question 
was, “Can I just grow 
a small garden on the 
counter?”

“So, we set out to try,” 
Fontenot said.

Microgreens are 
young, immature vege-
table and herb seedlings 
harvested just seven to 
14 days after the seeds 
emerge from the soil sur-
face. They can be added 
to salads, wraps, sand-
wiches and smoothies — 
just like full-size greens 
— but don’t require gar-
den space.

Heather Kirk-Ballard, 
AgCenter consumer hor-
ticulture specialist, also 
noticed the popularity of 

Microgreens provide nutrition without the garden

PHOTO BY KAYLEE DEYNZER/ LSU AGCENTER
Corn microgreens are harvested with clean, sharp 
scissors. See, GREENS, Page 6

$8.9M in grants 
to be awarded to 
BPCC Students

Special to the Minden Press-Herald

BPCC will award $8.9 
million in COVID-19 relief 
grants to eligible students 
over the 2021-2022 aca-
demic year.

The funds are a part 
of the Higher Education 
Emergency Relief Fund III, 
authorized by the Ameri-
can Rescue Plan.

“All students who are 
enrolled in the fall and 
spring semester are eligi-
ble for these grants,” said 
Dr. Teresa A. Jones, Execu-
tive Director of Enrollment 
Management at Bossier 
Parish Community Col-
lege. “Those students with 
the greatest financial need 

See, BPCC, Page 6
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Welcome to the MPD
The Minden City Council voted to approve a new hire to the Minden Police 
Department. Standing next to Police Chief Steve Cropper is Lita Hopkins, the 
MPD’s newest police officer.

microgreens and created 
a video guide to growing 
them as part of the Get 
It Growing program. It is 
available at http://bit.ly/
GIGmicrogreens. Grow-
ing microgreens is quick 
and easy, Kirk-Ballard 
said.

“You don’t even have to 
have a garden or a great 
deal of space,” she said. 
“Just a small space in a 
sunny window, decent 
potting soil, good drain-
age and voilà!”

Any vegetable crop can 
be grown as microgreens, 
but the most popular in-
clude broccoli, cabbage, 
peas, and herbs, such as 
basil, dill and cilantro.

While microgreens do 
not grow long, they do 
contain fiber, essential 
minerals, vitamins and 
antioxidant compounds. 
They also add color, tex-
ture and flavor to many 
dishes, Fontenot said.

“They are intense in 
flavor,” Kirk-Ballard said. 
“They taste best on a 
sandwich or in a salad and 
some people blend them 
into smoothies.”

Fontenot developed 
the microgreens guide 
along with her graduate 
students, who tested dif-
ferent vegetable seeds 
to see how they would 
fare as microgreens. The 
research became an en-
joyable project, Fontenot 
said.

“Microgreens aren’t dif-
ficult, but like any other 
garden they need a bit of 
attention” Fontenot said. 
“Mold can easily grow, so 
getting your watering rou-
tine just right takes a bit of 
fine tuning. The reward is 
worth the effort!”

The microgreens grow-
ing guide is available on 
the LSU AgCenter website 
at https://bit.ly/Micro-
greensLSU.

Greens: Small spaces, 
like windowsills, are 
perfect for growing
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Continued from Page 5 “Microgreens 
aren’t difficult, 

but like any other 
garden they need a 
bit of attention. ”

Kiki Fontenot
LSU AgCenter

will be prioritized, but all 
students will benefit from 
the grants that do not need 
to be paid back.”

BPCC has seen a de-
cline in enrollment since 
the start of the pandemic. 
“Many students share with 
us that financial pressures 
make them unable to start 
or continue their studies; 
but these grants will make 
it possible for students to 
return or enroll for the first 
time,” Jones said.

BPCC awarded $2 mil-
lion in HEERF I funds au-
thorized by the CARES 
Act, and another $2 mil-
lion in HEERF II funds 
authorized by the CRRSSA 
Act last academic year.

“HEERF III is more than 
double what we received 
in the first two rounds of 
emergency federal aid for 
students, combined,” said 
Dr. Rick Bateman, Chan-
cellor of BPCC. “These 
grants come at a critical 
time for students, as the 
Delta variant impacts our 
region causing more eco-
nomic hardship for stu-
dents.” 

BPCC: 
Grants to 

help bring up 
enrollment

Continued from Page 5
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One of my favorite films is 
The Graduate.  Dustin Hoff-
man plays a recent college 
graduate spending his summer 
loafing and embarking on an 
affair with longtime family 
friend Mrs. Robinson.  His dad 
confronts him one lazy after-
noon floating in the pool and 
asks what he’s doing.  “I would 
say that I’m just drifting here 
in the pool,” said Hoffman’s 
character Ben Braddock.

As a child I enjoyed swim-
ming.  As an adult it began 
feeling like a chore.

Swimming got off to a bad 
start for me.  As a first grader, I 
failed beginning swim lessons 
at Douglass Pool in Columbia, 
Missouri.  Much of the curric-
ulum focused on bobbing.  You 
stood in chest high water and 
jumped up and down.  If you 
were doing it as the instruc-
tor wanted, your knees bent 
so your head was underwater 
half the exercise.  The coward-
ly among us did small enough 
jumps to dampen only our 
shoulders.  I’m sure it didn’t 
escape the teacher’s notice.

During one of the later class 
sessions, they threw us in 
the deep end of the pool.  If 
I couldn’t bob where I could 
touch bottom, I certainly 
couldn’t stay afloat in ten feet 
of water.  I clung to the side 
until they let us return to the 
shallow end.  All I learned in 
beginning swim class was to 
stand in water where I could 
touch bottom without terror.

I finally learned to properly 
bob towards the end of lessons 
albeit not at Douglass Pool.  
Down the street at a neighbor’s 
house, I suddenly grew bold 
enough to immerse my head 
underwater.  If you braved 
dunking your own head, you 
mastered bobbing.  Unfortu-
nately, my progress was too 

little, too late.
We next swam at Ausburns 

Lake.  There was a small sandy 
beach and concession stand.  It 
wasn’t the entire lake we could 
swim but rather a bordered off 
portion.  We stood on the san-
dy bottom, splashed water, and 
played with pool toys in a lake.  
One late afternoon, I suddenly 
figured how to float prone.  I 
was already willing to sub-
merge my face.  Now I could 
do the dead man float.  I want-
ed to practice more but we had 
to go home.  I was learning to 

swim.
Our fam-

ily joined 
the West 
Broadway 
Swim Club 
and spent 
s u m m e r 
afternoons 
at the pool.  
My mom 
taught first 
grade so 
she had 
s u m m e r s 

off to take us.  At some point, I 
learned the crawl stroke, like-
ly from my father.  This was 
my first experience with a high 
diving board.  I was able to 
dive headfirst from great alti-
tude.  They made the kids get 
out of the pool hourly so the 
adults could swim privately 
without running into a child or 
getting hit with a soaked Nerf 
ball.  We watched and waited 
anxiously for the lifeguard to 
whistle us back in.  I took and 
passed intermediate swim les-
son at West Broadway.

The Oakland Pool was open 
to the public.  One day I split 
the crotch of my favorite swim 
trunks doing a cannonball off 
the diving board.  I retreated to 
the restroom embarrassed for 
what seemed hours but was 

likely just one for my mother 
to drive in a replacement suit.

Hickman High School in 
Columbia had a large indoor 
pool.  That sounds like an asset 
but really wasn’t because for 
the swimming unit in Physical 
Education class, the coach just 
made us swim laps the entire 
hour.  The only worse activity 
in high school P.E. was jog-
ging.  We went outside and ran 
around the track for an hour.  
Or walked.  Or adjourned to 
the bleachers for rest and a bad 
grade.  Of course, gym class 
should provide no refuge for 
the inactive but I felt the coach 
needed to exert more creative 
thought than the kinesthetic 
equivalent of projecting 16mm 
films the entire class period.

In college, my dorm stood 
next door to a multipurpose 
center.  I worked there selling 
concessions, shot baskets, and 
knocked tennis balls against 
the back wall, but never both-
ered to lift weights or swim 
in the pool.  A girl I worked 
with was on the university 
diving team and Central Mis-
souri State University had re-
cently cutback funding for the 
less popular athletic programs 
like women’s swimming.  The 
budget for men’s football went 
unscathed.  Whether Louisiana 
or Missouri, football is a prof-
itable priority in school sports.  

My angry diver friend told 
me a joke floating around 
campus about coddled college 
football players.  How many 
CMSU football players does 
it take to change a light bulb?  
Only one, but he gets three 
hours class credit for doing it.  
I should’ve asked my friend 
on the football team if that was 
true.

After graduation I moved to 
Independence, Missouri and 
joined the YMCA to swim 

laps, a temporary devotion 
to an exercise regimen I take 
up now and again.  They had 
indoor basketball courts too 
which was much more fun.

I lived in an apartment com-
plex with two swimming pools 
plus another weight room to 
ignore.  Then a condo com-
munity with a pool.  Next, we 
bought a house in Kansas City 
with an in-ground pool.  My 
daughter Claire grew up with 
access to swimming pools 
wherever we resided.

For the final five summers 
of my first marriage, I was de-
voted to pool maintenance.  I 
never enjoyed it but got in the 
groove.  Weekly backwashing 
the filter, replacing giant chlo-
rine tablets, cleaning the skim-
mer, testing the PH levels and 
mixing in chemicals to raise 
the alkaline levels after acidic 
rains.  I still spent more time in 
the pool than taking care of it, 
but I preferred reading inside 
the house to either activity.  It 
felt like I had outgrown swim-
ming.

Now it’s a cross my step-
daughter Amanda bears.  They 
bought an above ground pool 
last year and she’s responsible 
for maintenance.  Although 
she’s never one to shirk a chal-
lenge, it’s time consuming and 
costly to turn green water blue 
and murky water clear.  They 
had to buy a larger filter pump 
this summer, the first burning 
out in less than a year.  The out-
door elements destroyed some 
hoses which in turn burned the 
pump.  Amanda is doing what 
I was doing at her age.  She 
doesn’t complain much but 
I’m sure there are things she’d 
rather do than maintain a pool.

I can testify a pool is like 
a motorcycle.  It looks fun to 
have one and they can be.  But 
they’re a hassle too.  You’re 

eventually going to want out.
I suppose owning a pool put 

me off swimming for years.  
Fond memories of idyllic 
childhood summers in the wa-
ter had grown hazy.  Yet I took 
it up again 18 years later as an 
exercise option for an other-
wise sedentary creature.  I can 
still walk after breaking my 
leg but hills and stairs remain 
a struggle.  The benevolent 
properties of water do not dis-
criminate against my damaged 
limb.  I rejoined the Minden 
Recreation Center and sign 
up for ½ hour sessions of lap 
swimming.

My first Minden Rec indoor 
pool appointment, an irritable 
regular told me I was swim-
ming in a time slot he’d re-
served for five years.  Possibly 
so.  I hadn’t been to the Rec 
in five years.  But he had tak-
en for granted his spot and the 
staff had to remind him even 
swim veterans need to sign up 
for times.  

Swimming does tire me.  I 
rest between laps.  It’s much 
more of a cardiovascular 
workout than hitting the speed-
bag or Tai Chi Chuan.  I’ve no 
doubt it’s good for me.  It just 
requires discipline and on the 
physical fitness front, that’s al-
ways been a challenge for me.  
I will keep at it for at least as 
long as I did the YMCA.  I’m 
no longer just drifting.

And if you’re just drifting, 
I want to offer you a word of 
advice.  “Plastics.  There’s a 
great future in plastics.  Think 
about it.”

Dirk Ellingson is a minden, la 
resident and is currently a pharmacy 

technician at the local walgreens.

STRANGER FROM A STRANGE LAND

No longer just drifting

DIRK
ELLINGSON

Special to the Minden Press-Herald

(The Center Square) – 
Louisiana State Universi-
ty is forgiving more than 
$7 million in student debt 
using COVID-19 relief 
funds, the latest alloca-
tion in what LSU officials 
say has been $25 million 
in student relief since the 
pandemic began.

“In an effort to con-
tinue providing access 
to an LSU education, we 
have made the decision 
to clear all unpaid prior 
tuition and fee balances 
for LSU students who en-
rolled at any point during 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
period,” LSU Vice Presi-
dent for Enrollment Man-
agement Jose Aviles said.

The decision, which 
was announced Monday, 
applied to about 4,000 
students. The funding 
comes from the federal 
Higher Education Emer-
gency Relief Fund, a $14 

billion program created 
under the $2.2 trillion 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief 
and Economic Security 
(CARES) Act in March 
2020.

The $1.9 trillion Ameri-
can Rescue Plan Act add-
ed another $36 billion to 
the program in March, 
and the U.S. Department 
of Education required 
recipient colleges and 
universities to make di-
rect debt forgiveness pay-
ments to some students.

“In addition to the 
grants made directly to 
students, this guidance 
illustrates opportunities 
for institutions to use 
their own grants to re-
imburse themselves for 
lost revenue while sup-
porting students during 
the pandemic, including 
discharging unpaid insti-
tutional balances so stu-
dents can resume their 
studies and subsidizing 
childcare services for stu-

dent parents,” the Depart-
ment of Education said.

LSU’s $7 million tuition 

and fee forgiveness grants 
apply from spring 2020 to 
the fall semester, which 

began Monday.
The funding comes on 

the heels of $9.4 million in 
federal COVID-19 fund-
ing that LSU issued to stu-
dents in April. That round 
of funding was aimed at 
helping students with 
unexpected pandemic 
expenses and included 
undergraduate and grad-
uate school students, law 
school students and those 
studying veterinary medi-
cine, LSU officials said.

Grant awards were 
posted to students’ uni-
versity accounts and then 
distributed directly to stu-
dents either by direct de-
posit or mailed check. The 
maximum award amount 
per student was $1,200.

Louisiana higher ed-
ucation schools, which 
include community and 
technical colleges, receive 
Higher Education Emer-
gency Relief Fund fund-
ing based on a federal for-
mula that weighs student 

enrollment numbers, Pell 
Grant recipients and oth-
er criteria.

Qualifying students 
must be enrolled in at 
least one credit hour, be 
a U.S. citizen or Title IV 
eligible noncitizen, be 
seeking a degree and have 
a valid 2020-2021 Free 
Application for Federal 
Student Aid, or FAFSA, on 
file with their respective 
school.

About 12% of LSU’s 
34,000 students qualify 
for the school’s new debt 
forgiveness initiative. Un-
like loans, the funds will 
not have to be paid back.

“Students who quali-
fy for the debt relief will 
receive communication 
from Financial Aid & 
Scholarships in the Office 
of Enrollment Manage-
ment with more details. 
The debt forgiveness ap-
plies to students with 
balances owed directly to 
LSU,” Aviles said.

EDUCATION

LSU using COVID relief funds to forgive student debt

LSU DIVISION OF STRATEGIC COMMUNICATIONS
In U.S. News & World Report’s 2020 edition of Best 
Colleges, LSU is ranked 72nd among public universi-
ties, is 6th among flagship universities nationwide and 
is the highest ranked public university in Louisiana.
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SportS

T. SCOTT BOATRIGHT
Minden Press-Herald

Webster Parish high school football 
teams are ready to play jamborees on 
Friday, even if the Glenbrook Apach-
es did have to call a late audible in 
preparation for the night.

Glenbrook was previously sched-
uled to play Natchitoches Central’s 
JV team as part of a jamboree to be 
played at Northwestern State Univer-
sity’s Turpin Stadium. That jamboree 
was to also feature Lakeside taking 
on St. Mary’s, but before of COVID-19 
cases at both of those schools, that 
game has been scuttled.

Hence the aforementioned audi-
ble, as a St. Mary’s squad consisting 
of 20 or few starters and primary play-
ers will now take on the Apaches in a 
jamboree consisting of two 15 minute 
halves at Glenbrook High School.

Webster Parish’s other three prep 
football teams will play in the Pine-
land Jamboree to be hosted by 
Haynesville High School starting at 6 
p.m. Friday.

The Pineland Jamboree schedule is
as follows:

• Game 1 - North Webster vs. Ho-
mer

• Game 2 - Minden vs. Homer
• Game 3 - North Webster vs. Lake-

side
• Game 4 - Haynesville vs. Minden
• Game 5 - Haynesville vs. Lakeside
Tickets will cost $10 at the gate

but can be bought in advance at the 
respective schools for $8, with each 
school keeping those proceeds. Rev-
enue from tickets bought at the gate 
will be split between the five schools 
playing in the jamboree.

The jamboree games will be the fi-
nal “practice” games before the 2021 
Louisiana High School Athletics As-
sociation playoffs kick off next week.
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After Monday night's preseason win for the 
New  Orleans Saints over the Jackson Jaguars, 
it appears the Saints have found their heir ap-
parent for departed quarterback Drew Brees.

In the battle for the Saints' starting role be-
hind center, Winston had a signficantly stron-
ger night than Taysom Hill, connecting on 
9-of-10 passes for 123 yards and two touch-
down passes for 157.5 QB rating.

For the record, that's almost perfect. A per-
fect quarterback rating is 158.3.

Winston quarterbacked three series for the 
Saints, taking 16 offensive snaps that led to 14 
points. He went 2-of-3 on third-down conver-
sions and was not sacked.

Hill, meanwhile, went 11-of-20 passing for 
138 yards with one touchdown pass and a 93.3 
QB rating.

His six possessions (31 offensive snaps) led 
to nine points (New Orleans missed an extra 
point following his touchdown pass). But Hill 
was 0-of-3 on third-down 
conversions, and was 
sacked twice, both on third 
down.

That's not a horrible per-
formance by any means. In 
fact, it's not even bad. But 
it wasn't close to Winston's 
showing, and I believe 
that's a good thing for the 
Saints.

You see, I believe having 
"Taymeis," Winston and 
Hill both out of the field, 
sometimes at the same 
time, provides the biggest 
winning opportunity for the Saints this season.

Hill is much more than a quarterback as a 
player who has also turned in time with New 
Orleans as a running back, H-Back, receiver, 
and special teams player extraordinaire, both 
on coverage and return teams. 

New Orleans is already facing injuries at of-
fensive skills positions with Michael Thomas 
out for the start of the season and with two of 
their three top tight ends banged up.

That's in addition to receiver Deonte Harris 
expected to miss a game or two after an offsea-
son DUI arrest.

Hill remains of much value to the Saints be-
cause of his "Swiss Army Knife" role and the 
fact that he can do so many things to help the 
team.

And it is a team game, and if Hill wants to do 
what's best for the Saints as a whole it would 
be to return to the role this reason.

Don't get me wrong, I want to see him take 
snaps behind center every game. Even 20 to 
30% to keep opposing defenses off balance.

And I would leave Winston out on the field 
in the slot for some of those plays.

I have two touchdowns I want to see from 
the Saints' dynamic quarterbacking duo this 
season.

The first would be a double pass with Hill 
hitting Winston in the flat and Winston then 
launching the ball back to Hill on a wheel 
route out of the end zone.

And I also want to see Winston do maybe 
the only thing Brees never did for the Saints — 
catch a touchdown from Hill.

I also want to see the Saints keep rookie Ian 
Book as the No. 3 quarterback. The player who 
I call "Baby Brees" has too much upside to let 
get away. He's the same size as Brees, was a 
standout for Notre Dame and plays much like 
a more mobile Brees.

Media reports say that teams have reached 
out to the Saints about possibly trading for 
Book, but the Saints should keep the young QB 
who could become a worthy No. 2 and allow 
Hill to remain in his 1B role as quarterbacking 
"Swiss Army Knife" for the Who Dats.

That seems to be the best winning combina-
tion for all heading into the post-Brees era for 
the Saints.

T. Scott Boatright is Sports Editor of the Minden 
Press-Herald. He may be reached via email 

at mphsports@press-herald.com.

Jameis looks to be 
starter, but 'Taymeis' 
best move for Saints

T. SCOTT
BOATRIGHT

Parish prep teams ready to 'jam' 

PHOTO BY MARNY GREGG
Glenbrook's Collin Gregg (10) scored on this long reception during a home 
scrimmage held against Parkers Chapel High School out of El Dorado, Ark.

Minden Redbirds take RRABL 30+ title
Minden Press-Herald Sports Service

SHREVEPORT — The Minden Red-
birds captured the 2021 Red River 
Adult Baseball League 30+ Division 
crown with a 9-5 win over the D’Ar-
bonne Lake Monsters Sunday at 
Captain Shreve High School’s Base-
ball Field. 

It’s the second straight RRABL 
crown for the Redbirds, who won the 
2019 title. The league did not play 
in 2020 due to the coronavirus pan-
demic. 

“After struggling during the regular 
season, we put it all together in the 
playoffs much like we did in 2019,” 
said Minden player-manager Char-
lie Cavell. “Our pitching and defense 
was incredible. When you can throw 
it and catch it well more often than 
not you’re going to give yourself a 
chance to win. We had a big inning 
offensively in the semifinals and got 
some timely hits in the finals and 
were able to win it all again.”

Sunday’s championship was a re-
sumption of a game which started 
on Aug. 15 at LSU Shreveport’s Pilot 
Field. The Redbirds were leading 5-3 
at the end of six innings before tor-
rential rains forced the suspension 
by RRABL president David Pratt.

Ian Doiron, who was named the 
2021 Most Valuable Player by a team 
vote, closed out the final three in-
nings on Sunday to register the save. 
Doiron struck out six of the 11 batters 
he faced in the three innings.

“I didn’t think I’d get a chance to 
pitch in the championship,” said 
Doiron, who played collegiately at 

LSU Shreveport. “When the game 
got suspended, it gave me the chance 
to come back and pitch. I was able 
to come in and close it out, but I 
wouldn’t have been in that position 
had it not been for Corey (Burr) and 
Chris (Fort) getting us there.”

Burr earned the win for Mind-
en after allowing three runs on four 
hits, walking three and striking out 
three over five innings. Fort pitched 
a scoreless sixth inning before the 
rains halted the game.

Minden, who was the No. 4-seed 
heading into the playoffs, defeated 
the No. 1-seed Bossier City Rats 15-4 
on Aug. 13, behind Doiron’s strong 
pitching performance. Doiron struck 
out 10 in going the distance to earn 
the win.  

“I’m grateful to be named the 
MVP,” said Doiron. “I’m just happy to 
be the champs again. Now we can go 
for the three-peat.”

The Redbirds were clinging to a 5-3 
lead in the top of the seventh inning 
before erupting for 10 runs on eight 
hits to blow the game open.

“We had most everyone back from 
2019 and we added a couple of key 
new players,” said Cavell. 

“I said it in 2019 and I’ll say it again, 
that when all of our guys show up 
we’re an outstanding baseball team, 
and I think we proved that again.”

Cavell thanked the team sponsors 
Casey Surmick at Claiborne Phar-
macy & Gifts and Gary Jones at Ad-
vanced Ambulance Service of Mind-
en for their support of the team.

COURTESY PHOTO
Pictured is the 2021 Minden Redbirds. From left to right on the front row are 
Charlie Cavell, Ty Wood, Keith Hardin, Chris Fort, Philip Johnson, Brandon 
Counts, Brandon Underwood. From left to right on the back row are Corey Burr, 
Ben Michiels, Anthony Young, George Stricker, Aaron Lowe, Thomas McManis, 
Ian Doiron, Zach Christ, Tim Morris.



Minden Press-Herald Sports Service

RUSTON  — Louisiana 
Tech’s defensive backs 
have been working on 
getting better every day 
during the 2021 fall camp.

The unit returned all 
of its starters from the 
2020 campaign in grad-
uate Khalil Ladler, senior 
Zeno Hannibal, junior 
Jaiden Cole, sophomore 
BeeJay Williamson and 
freshman Cedric Woods, 
and also added new Bull-
dogs in the backfield to 
help create more depth 
at the safety and corner-
back positions.

“We’ve gotten some 
great work,” said Tech 
coach Skip Holtz. “Zeno 
Hannibal continues to 
get better and better 
and keeps working at it. 
Bringing in the competi-
tion has motivated him. 
Cedric Woods is play-
ing at a really high lev-
el. Brodrick Calhoun is 
starting to come along. 
These are all names of 
guys who have been here 
and played here and are 
getting better and better 
with the reps they are 
getting. I really like what 
BeeJay and Jaiden Cole 
are doing.

“We’ve got about eight 
or nine guys right now 
we feel we can play in the 
secondary which is go-
ing to be huge. We had to 
make sure we had some 
depth after what we went 
through last year with 
COVID and injuries. We 
want to make sure we 
have as much depth as 
we can and we’re starting 

to build that. The three 
new faces have increased 
the intensity and compe-
tition in the room.”

Ladler appeared in 
nine games, including 
seven starts, at safety 
in the 2020 season. He 
registered 34 total tack-
les, including 19 solo 
and 1.5 for loss. The na-
tive of Stone Mountain, 
Georgia, tallied three or 
more stops in six contests 
during the campaign and 
had a season-high seven 
tackles at UTSA on Oct. 
24. Ladler was named 
an all-C-USA honorable 
mention.

“The safeties have been 
doing really good,” Ladler 
said. “We’ve been work-
ing to try and make each 

other better each and ev-
ery day. We come out and 
attack every day like it’s 
game day.”

Hannibal appeared 
and started in nine games 
during the 2020 season 
where he recorded 26 to-
tal tackles, including 16 
solo, five pass breakups 
and one fumble recovery. 
The Monroe  native had 
a career-high eight tack-
les at BYU on Oct. 2 and 
a career-high four pass 
breakups at North Tex-
as on Dec. 3. Hannibal 
was named an all-C-USA 
honorable mention.

Cole appeared in all 
10 games and made five 
starts during the 2020 
campaign. The Monroe 
native registered 39 to-

tal tackles, including 21 
solo, 2.5 for loss and 2.0 
sacks, one pass break-
up, one quarterback 
hurry and one forced 
fumble in 2020. He had 
a career-high six tackles 
against both Marshall on 
Oct. 17 and UAB on Oct. 
31. Cole had at least three 
stops in eight games 
during the 2020 cam-
paign.

Williamson has been 
named to both the Con-
ference USA and Paycom 
Jim Thorpe Award pre-
season watch lists. The 
native of Dallas finished 
the 2020 season third on 
the team with 56 total 
tackles, including 32 solo, 
while also registering 2.0 
tackles for loss, 1.0 sack, 

three interceptions, three 
pass breakups, one quar-
terback hurry and one 
forced fumble. William-
son was an honorable 
mention for the Paycom 
Jim Thorpe Award Player 
of the Week in 2020 af-
ter he registered two in-
terceptions against UAB  
and forced a fumble at 
the goal line to give LA 
Tech the game-winning 
possession. The sopho-
more defensive back reg-
istered multiple tackles 
in every game of the 2020 
campaign. 

Woods started in all 
10 games at cornerback 
as a true freshman for 
the Bulldogs in the 2020 
season. The Monroe na-
tive made his first career 
appearance at Southern 
Miss on Sept. 19 where 
he posted a career-high 
six tackles. Woods led 
the Bulldogs with six 
pass breakups during the 
campaign and registered 
30 total tackles, including 
21 solo, and two inter-
ceptions. 

He posted a tackle in 
nine games, including 
seven games recording 
at least three tackles. 
Woods was named to the 
2020 Conference USA 
All-Freshman Team.

“We’ve been coming 
along really well,” Woods 
said. “It’s a grind. It’s a 
process coming in every 
day working and getting 
better. We brought in 
two transfers during the 
spring and they’ve been 
coming along. Injuries 
are a part of this game. 
We’ve been working and 
trying to elevate the room 

and get better every day.”
Tech returns five more 

lettermen in redshirt ju-
nior DJ Brown, junior 
Marquallius Turner, 
sophomore Brodrick Cal-
houn, redshirt freshman 
Christian Archangel and 
freshman Jamison Kelly. 
Sophomore Dallas Tay-
lor-Cortez and freshman 
Tyler Mansfield also re-
turn from the 2020 squad.

Louisiana Tech added 
a trio of transfers in the 
spring in graduate Baylen 
Buchanen (Tennessee), 
graduate Elijah Hamilton 
(Vanderbilt) and junior 
Myles Mason (Arkan-
sas). Redshirt freshman 
Qua’veon Turner joined 
the Bulldogs this fall af-
ter spending the previous 
two seasons at ULM.

“We have a lot of faces 
back there,” Holtz said. 
“Elijah Hamilton and 
Myles Mason are a lit-
tle bit limited right now 
with bumps and bruises 
during camp, so they’re 
not getting as much work. 

"Between those two 
and Baylen Buchanan, 
the three new additions 
in the backend, they 
are all going to make us 
stronger.”

Tech added a pair 
of freshmen defensive 
backs in Carlos Duno-
vant and Bryant Wade.

Louisiana Tech opens 
the 2021 season at Mis-
sissippi State at 3 p.m. 
Sept. 4. 

The Bullsdogs will 
then open a three-game 
home stretch against 
Southeastern Louisiana 
at 6 p.m. Sept. 11 inside 
Joe Aillet Stadium.
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The term “four cor-
ners” in sports often re-
fers to the offensive stall 
strategy popularized by 
North Carolina basket-
ball coach Dean Smith 
in the 1960s.

But Grambling State 
football coach Broderick 
Fobbs has his own “four 
corners philosophy” that 
deals with both football 
and life in general.

Fobbs has spent re-
cent days and practic-
es focusing on the little 
things —- the intangi-
bles he says can mean 
the difference between 
winning or  losing on the 
gridiron.

And it all starts long 
before a player hits a 
football field.

“It’s about taking care 
of everything — every as-
pect — you need to take 
care of to accomplish 
whatever you’re trying to 
do,” Fobbs said. “Think 
about cleaning a room. 
You can have the middle 
of the room totally clean 
and straight, but if the 
corners are still dirty and 
not taken care of, is the 
room really clean? 

‘We're trying to get the 

players to think about 
everything they do pre-
paring for game day, 
making sure they’re tak-
ing care of all the testing 
protocols and every-
thing all the way back to 
taking care of academics 
and making sure they 
can be out there.”

During Wednesday 
night’s practice, that in-
cluded thinking about 
the way his Tigers enter 
Eddie G. Robinson Sta-
dium on game day, com-
plete with a run-through 
of showing their head 
coach how they will do 
that.

Before the full pads 
practice kicked into high 
gear Fobbs also spent 
time talking with his 

team about where play-
ers should stand during 
a game based on units 
on the field.

“That’s how coaches 
will know how to find 

you,” Fobbs told his 
players. “You have to 
pay attention. You don’t 
want a coach having to 
rush another player in 
there because you didn’t 

realize you need to be 
out on the field.”

The G-Men will next 
turn their attention to-
ward opening game day 
as Grambling continues 

preparations to take on 
Tennessee State at 3 p.m. 
Sept. 5 in the Black Col-
lege Hall of Fame Game 
at Tom Benson Stadium 
in Canton, Ohio.

G-Men 'clean corners' before preparing for opener 

Broderick Fobbs

MINDEN PRESS HERALD PHOTO BY T. SCOTT BOATRIGHT
Grambling State football coach Broderick Fobbs talks to his team during Wednesday night's workout about 
how and where they should stand on the field during games.

Intensity and competition high for LA Tech’s defensive backs

PHOTO COURTESY LA TECH STRATEGIC COMMUNICATIONS
Louisiana Tech defensive back Zeno Hannibal covers a teammate during a recent 
Bulldogs practice.
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GOOD NEWS

I am sure we all have 
fond memories of sum-
mers spent when we were 
young with few responsi-
bilities. These ‘jobs’ were 
allocated by Mama or 
Daddy at will. Some were 
‘standing responsibilities 
’needing attention year-
round’, like shelling corn 
for chicken feed, slopping 
the hogs and gathering 
eggs. But there were sum-
mer jobs as well: keeping 
cool water in the kitchen 
and on the front porch, 
watering the cattle and 
hogs, feeding the dogs af-
ter each meal, etc. Grand-
mas really come in handy 
to have around to pick up 
slack and help a strug-
gling fellow at certain 
times. Summers were a 
little laid back! Suppose it 
was because it was so hot.

We raised a large gar-
den, filled with all sorts 
of vegetables: tomatoes, 
peas, beans, squash, okra 
and onions. We were 
always shelling butter 
beans and peas. . There 
was also a lot of canning 
being done. Fig pre-
serves, watermelon rind 
pickles, and all sorts of 
jellies were prepared in 
the summer to go with 
those cat-head biscuits in 
the winter

Before refrigerators and 
freezers, life was tuff! The 
old wash pot got a good 
workover every week it 

seemed. The old wood 
stove kept the kitchen 
temperature about 100 it 
seemed all through the 
summer. We had a steam 
bath every day – long be-
fore it was a popular thing 
to do. 

Often times at lunch 
break we 
would pump 
water for the 
NO. 3 Wash-
tub then set it 
in the sun to 
warm. Boy, did 
that ever feel 
good to sink 
down into the 
warm water 
after a hard 
day of work in 
the field. As 
we grew older, it became 
more difficult to curl 
your body up enough to 
fit down into the tub. We 
collected rainwater from 
the eves of the barn – into 
55 gallon drums. This was 
used for washing clothes 
and also all the girls had 
to have this ‘soft’ water 
for a good hair wash on 
Saturday afternoon. 

A favorite past-time af-
ter supper was to sit on 
the front porch and count 
the cars that passed by 
stirring up dust. Children 
caught lightning and June 
bugs to play with while 
the mosquitos “caught” 
us. We slept under mos-
quito nets each night 

since we had no screens 
on the windows. And we 
had dozens of those fu-
neral home fans to use. 

The grocery bus ran 
through the country on 
Tuesday afternoons. 
Mama would have her 
eggs ready to do some 

‘bartering’ so to 
speak. What a 
treat to get Corn 
Flakes and Kool-
aid, Jack’s cookies 
(1 penny each) 
and maybe some 
bubble gum. 

Most after-
noons, we lis-
tened to the Chi-
cago Cubs play 
baseball. They 
were the only 

ball team without lights 
in their stadium, so they 
played day games at 
home. We all had favor-
ite teams to keep us with 
and had many high-level 
discussions about which 
team or player really were 
the best. Yankees, Dodg-
ers, Giants, Cards? Some 
of my favorite players to 
follow were: Ralph Kiner 
and Joe Adcock, Mickey 
Mantle, Whitey Ford, Don 
Drysdale, Ernie Banks, 
and Stan Musial.   I can-
not name a single player 
on any of the teams now 
– the day of the ‘true team 
player is gone’ it seems.

Every Tuesday evening 
in the summer, country 

folks – especially kids – 
would gather at Bruce 
Parker’s store for an out-
door picture show. A 
large tent was set up with 
the side curtains flapped 
open to allow cool air 
from the large fans set up 
outside to blow a breeze 
though. For a country 
kid who had never seen 
a movie, this was Hol-
lywood meets country. 
There was always a car-
toon or two, followed by 
suspense –filled serial 
continued for weeks. It 
was e thriller each week,to 
keep us guessing all week 
how ‘he was going to get 
out of that fix alive.’ But he 
did and the story would 
continue next week. Now, 
for the main feature - usu-
ally a Western! After it was 
over, country kids would 
disperse down the dusty 
roads, happy and excited 
to be able to experience 

such a treat. 
Before you realized 

it, summer was ending: 
the cotton was ready to 
be picked, school bells 
were ringing and the bus-
es were racing through 
country. We had to put 
on shoes and go back to 
school. Another summer 
in the books! Fun is over! 
But what fond memo-
ries….so much that many 
of them still linger till to-
day.

It think it is alright to 
wander back down that 
WPA Road and find that 
Memory Lane that grows 
more special the longer 
I live. But it never was 
meant for us to move 
back there….just a brief 
visit from time to time. So 
as summer draws to an 
end, I promise we will not 
venture down this lane 
for a while – but focus on 
the here and now. But I 

love to hear Doris Day 
(in my memory) singing, 
“I’m gonna take a senti-
mental journey.”

We find many instanc-
es in the Bible where 
God or some prophet 
or teacher call the peo-
ple to ‘remembrance of 
what happened in the 
past and how important 
it is to remember it – the 
significance of it, the con-
sequences of forgetting 
or neglecting lessons 
learned, etc. So, go ahead 
before the summer van-
ishes - ‘take a trip back 
to yesterday.’ Share some 
of your choice memories 
with your grandchildren 
whether they want to 
hear about them or not! 

Bill Crider is Chaplain of 
Minden Medical Center

Bill Crider

“He did this so that He might recon-
cile both to God in one body 
through the cross and put the 
hostility to death by it.” Ephe-
sians 2:16  HCSB 

True reconciliation that 
ends the hostility between ri-
val groups of people can only 
happen when both are recon-
ciled to God, and that recon-
ciliation only comes in Christ 
through the cross.  In the cross 
each person acknowledges 
that his sin debt is only  paid 
through Jesus’ death.  In the 
cross each person recognizes his unwor-

thiness and humbly accepts the grace of 
God that forgives and cleanses 
all sin.  In the cross barrier walls 
are broken down, and there is 
reconciliation with God and also 
with other believers in Christ.

 
Lord Jesus, in the cross You put 

to death the hostility caused by 
my sin.  In You I now have been 
reconciled and have peace with 
God and other believers.

 
Max Hutto is a Baptist Minister 
and a resident of Minden.  More 

information can be found at www.
upwardlook.org.

THE UPWARD LOOK

Max Hutto

Through the cross

The last glance at yesterday’s summers
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CROSSWORD 

CRYPTOQUIP On This Day In History

2020 Hurricane Laura 
makes landfall in Louisi-
ana near the Texas border 
as a category 4 storm 
with 150 mph winds, 
killing at least 16

2012 First interplanetary 
human voice recording is 
broadcast from the Mars 
Rover Curiosity

2008 Barack Obama 
becomes the first Af-
rican-American to be 
nominated by a major 
political party for Presi-
dent of the United States

2006 Comair Flight 5191 
crashes on takeoff from 
Blue Grass Airport in 
Lexington, Kentucky, 
bound for Harts-
field-Jackson Interna-
tional Airport in Atlanta, 
Georgia killing 49 of 50 
on board

See, HISTORY, Page 12

FUN & GAMES
MINDEN PRESS-HERALD | MINDEN, LA FRIDAY, AUGUST 27, 2021 | 11



SUDOKU

SAM AND SILO | JERRY DUMAS MOTHER GOOSE & GRIMM | MIKE PETERS

HI AND LOIS | BRIAN WALKER, GREG WALKER AND CHANCE BROWNE HAGAR THE HORRIBLE | CHRIS BROWNE

BEETLE BAILEY | MORT & GREG WALKER FUNKY WINKERBEAN | TOM BATIUK

BABY BLUES | RICK KIRKMAN AND JERRY SCOTT BLONDIE | DEAN YOUNG AND JOHN MARSHALL

COMICS 

2003 Mars makes 
its closest approach 
to Earth in nearly 
60,000 years, pass-
ing 34,646,418 miles 
(55,758,005 km) 
distant.

1993 Yak-40 crashes 
in Tadzjikistan, 79 
killed/1 lives

1988 Dodger Tommy 
Lasorda wins 1,000th 
game as manager tops 
Philadelphia, 4-2

1985 20th Space Shut-
tle Mission (51-I)-Dis-
covery 6-launched

1970 Jimi Hendrix 
creates his last studio 
recording at Electric 
Lady Studios in New 
York, an instrumental 
called “Slow Blues”

1964 Walt Disney’s 
“Mary Poppins” 
directed by Robert 
Stevenson, starring Ju-
lie Andrews and Dick 
Van Dyke premieres in 
Los Angeles

Continued from Page 11
HISTORYWORD SLEUTH
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Classified 
Rates

Pricing is easy!

$7.75
Per Day - Up to 20 

words! Additional words 
are only 30 cents more!

Garage Sales
No word limit.

$11
One Day

$16.50
Two Days

Receive a FREE Garage Sale Kit 
with your two day ad!

*Garage Sale ads must be prepaid.

Deadlines
Ads

Line ads must be submitted 
by noon the day before 

publication. Display ads two 
days prior to publication.

Public Notices
Public notices must be submitted 
two days prior to publication date 
depending on the length. Notices 
may be emailed to classifieds@

press-herald.com

Payments
Cash, Checks, Billing

Real Estate Notice
“All real estate advertised herein is 

subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise any 

preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 

handicap, familial status, or national 
origin, or intention to make any such 

preference, limitation, or discrimination. 
We will not knowingly accept any 

advertising for real estate, which is in 
violation of  the law. All persons are 
hereby informed that all dwellings 

advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

Grow Your 
Business

Call to place your ad!

PLACE 
YOUR AD 
TODAY!
377-1866

Classified line ads are published Tuesday through Saturday in the Minden Press-Herald, Bossier Press-Tribune and online at www.press-herald.com

PLACE YOUR AD TODAY
classifieds@press-herald.com
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Classifieds

Advertisement for Bid
NOTICE OF PUBLIC: 

PROPERTY: 
PROPERTY FOR 

SALE

The Webster Parish 
Police Jury is now 
receiving bids for 
the sale of property 
known as Webster 
Parish Landfill, located 
at 493 Landfill Road, 
Minden, Louisiana. 
The description of 
the property to be 
sold is the following 
described property 
situated in the Parish 
of Webster, State of 
Louisiana, together 
with all improvements 
and appurtenances, 
including the transfer 
of that certain landfill 
operations Permit 
No. P-0165 issued to 
Webster Parish for the 
purpose of operating 
the sanitary landfill 
(subject to advice and 
consent of relevant 
regulatory agencies):

The following 
described property 
situated in Minden, 
Webster Parish, 
Louisiana, to-wit:

Parcel #128453
62.22 acres – Township 
19 North, Range 10 
West: 
Sec. 15 – SW/4 of 
SW/4
Sec. 16 – East 22.22 
AC of SE/4 of SE/4

Parcel #128454
57.78 acres – Township 
19 North, Range 10 
West:
Sect. 16 – S/2 of SE/4, 
less East 22.22 AC. of 
SE/4 of SE/4 prev. sold

Parcel #128460
280 acres – NE/4 Sec. 
21, N2 of NW/4 & SE/4 
of NW/4 Sec. 22-19-10

Parcel #128461
40 acres – SW/4 of 
NW/4 Sec 22-19-10

The bid specification 
sheets are available 
at no charge in the 
office of the Secretary–
Treasurer, Webster 
Parish Policy Jury.

The Webster Parish 
Police Jury is a tax-
exempt governmental 
agency.
The Webster Parish 
Police Jury abides by 
the requirements of the 
Louisiana Bid Law.
ALL BIDS SUBMITTED 
MUST BE CLEARLY 
MARKED

July 9, 2021
July 20, 2021
July 30, 2021
August 6, 2021
August 17, 2021
August 27, 2021
Minden Press-Herald

ORDINANCE NO. 
1120 

AN ORDINANCE 
GRANTING 
CENTERPOINT 
ENERGY RESOURCES 
CORPORATION, 
D/B/A CENTERPOINT 
ENERGY LOUISIANA 
GAS, THE RIGHT 
TO CONSTRUCT, 
INSTALL, OPERATE 
AND MAINTAIN 
FACILITIES FOR THE 
TRANSPORTATION, 
DISTRIBUTION AND 
SALE OF GAS IN 
THE MUNICIPALITY 
AND, FOR SUCH 
PURPOSES, TO 
USE AND EXCAVATE 
IN THE PUBLIC 
HIGHWAYS, STREETS, 
SIDEWALKS, 
ALLEYS, SQUARES, 
COMMONS, 
GROUNDS, AND 
OTHER PUBLICLY 
OWNED AREAS 
AND LEVYING 
A FRANCHISE 

(PRIVILEGE) TAX FOR 
THAT PURPOSE.
BE IT ORDAINED 
BY THE MAYOR 
AND BOARD OF 
ALDERMEN OF THE 
CITY OF MINDEN, 
LOUISIANA:

Centerpoint Energy 
Resources Corporation 
d/b/a CenterPoint 
Energy Louisiana Gas, 
its successors and 
assigns, hereinafter 
called “Grantee”, is 
hereby granted the 
right to construct, 
install, operate and 
maintain in this 
municipality, as 
now and hereafter 
constituted, pipelines 
and related facilities 
for the transportation, 
distribution and sale of 
gas (“Facilities”) and 
for such purposes to 
use, and excavate in, 
the public highways, 
bridges, streets, 
sidewalks, alleys, 
squares, commons, 
grounds and other 
publicly owned areas 
(“Public Rights-of-
Way”) for a period of 
ten (10) years. This 
franchise constitutes 
a permit to construct, 
remove, operate, and 
maintain the Facilities 
within the Public 
Rights-of-Way and 
to park vehicles in 
the streets and other 
Public Rights-of-Way 
when necessary for 
the construction, 
removal, operation, 
or maintenance of 
Facilities. Grantee 
and contractors 
performing work for 
Grantee shall not be 
required to obtain an 
permits in addition to 
this franchise or to pay 
any fee in addition to 
the fee stated below 
in order to perform 
such work or to park 
within the streets and 
other Public Rights-
of-Way. The term 
shall automatically 
renew for one-year 
periods unless either 
party gives notice of 
termination at least 
ninety (90) days prior 
to the expiration of 
the then-current term; 
provided, however, 
that the term shall 
not exceed a total of 
twenty (20) years from 
the effective date of 
this franchise. Upon 
its timely acceptance, 
this ordinance shall 
continue in effect for 
a period of twenty 
(20) years from the 
date of its passage 
and approval as 
indicated below, 
unless terminated 
earlier pursuant to this 
ordinance. 

Grantee’s facilities 
shall be installed and 
operated in a workman 
like manner, and this 
Municipality shall be 
held harmless from 
any damages caused 
by the negligence of 
Grantee’s employees 
in the course of 
their employment. 
Grantee shall tunnel 
beneath paved streets, 
sidewalks and alleys 
wherever practical in 
laying and replacing 
mains. Grantee shall 
refill its excavations 
and restore sidewalks 
and pavements 
promptly, and if this 
is not done within a 
reasonable time then 
it may be done by 
the Municipality at 
Grantee’s expense. 
Grantee’s lines shall 
be laid so as not to 
interfere with the 
present sewer and/
or water system, and 
if a new sewer and/
or water line crosses 
Grantee’s pipeline at 
the same level, then 
this Municipality may, if 
Grantee has not done 
so after reasonable 
notice, raise or lower 

Grantee’s line at 
Grantee’s expense but 
only under Grantee’s 
supervision. However, 
if any relocation of 
Grantee’s pipelines 
and/or related facilities 
is required as a result 
of any project of the 
United States federal 
government or any 
project financed in 
whole or in part by the 
United States federal 
government, then the 
Municipality shall pay 
Grantee the costs and 
expenses incurred by 
Grantee in relocating 
Grantee’s pipelines 
and/or related facilities 
up to but not greater 
than the total finances 
provided in connection 
with any such project 
by the United Stated 
federal government.
This Municipality may 
inspect Grantee’s 
construction work at 
any time, or have said 
work inspected by a 
qualified engineer.
The point of delivery of 
gas to the consumer 
shall be at the inlet 
to the consumer’s 
meter, and service 
pipe and facilities 
necessary to safely 
receive and utilize the 
gas at and beyond 
that point of delivery 
shall be furnished 
and maintained by 
the consumer, except 
that Grantee shall 
furnish and connect 
the gas meter. Title to 
all equipment installed 
by Grantee shall 
remain in Grantee, and 
Grantee shall have the 
unqualified right to use, 
extend, repair, replace, 
change, abandon 
or remove facilities 
installed under the 
authority of this grant 
or any other facilities 
as it may determine 
to be necessary or 
desirable from time to 
time in the conduct of 
its business. Grantee 
will not be obligated 
to commence, extend 
or continue any 
particular gas service 
by means of facilities 
installed under the 
authority of this grant 
or any other facilities 
except as Grantee 
may determine the 
prudent management 
and use of its present 
and future gas supply 
and facilities to permit 
and in accordance 
with Grantee’s 
applicable rates, rules, 
regulations, policies 
and procedures, 
including curtailment 
procedures, as the 
same may exist and 
be changed from 
time to time. Grantee 
may promulgate and 
enforce reasonable 
rules, regulations 
and requirements 
governing the sale, 
deliver, receipt and 
use of gas furnished 
by Grantee and the 
commencement and 
discontinuance of gas 
service.
Grantee’s rates 
currently effective 
in this Municipality 
for gas service shall 
continue in effect until 
raised or lowered in 
the manner provided 
by law.

In consideration of this 
grant, beginning on 
the date Grantee files 
its written acceptance 
of this ordinance and 
thereafter for as long as 
this ordinance remains 
in effect in accordance 
with its terms, Grantee 
shall pay to the City 
of Minden four and 
a half percent (4.5%) 
of Grantee’s gross 
receipts from gas 
sales to residential and 
commercial customers 
located inside the city 
limits. Amounts due 
hereunder shall be 
computed quarterly 
and payments shall 

be made within thirty 
(30) days after the 
expiration of the 
quarter with respect to 
which payment is due.

This franchise 
ordinance will not be 
effective unless it is 
accepted by Grantee 
by written notice 
delivered or mailed to 
the Mayor within 90 
days after the date 
of its passage and 
publication as required 
by law.

The provisions 
hereof are intended 
to be separate and 
severable, and the 
holding of any portion 
hereof to be invalid 
shall not affect the 
other portions.

WHICH ORDINANCE 
was passed and 
approved on the 19th 
day of August , 2021, 
by motion of Wayne 
Edwards, seconded by 
Vincen Bradford by the 
following vote:

YEAS: Five 
NAYS: None
ABSTAIN: None  
ABSENT: None

s/______________
Terry L. Gardner, Mayor

s/______________
Michael Fluhr, 
Acting City Clerk

August 27, 2021
Minden Press-Herald

ORDINANCE NO. 
1121 OF 2021

AN ORDINANCE 
LEVYING TAXES 
OF 5.46 MILLS AS 
GENERAL ALIMONY 
TAX ON ALL TAXABLE 
PROPERTY LOCATED 
IN THE CITY OF 
MINDEN, LOUISIANA. 
THOSE TAXABLE 
PROPERTIES 
DESIGNATED AS 
A PART OF THE 
MINDEN DOWNTOWN 
DEVELOPMENT 
DISTRICT WILL BE 
ASSESSED WITH 
AN ADDITIONAL 
2.00 MILLS MAKING 
A TOTAL OF 7.46 
MILLS ON THOSE 
PROPERTIES 
LOCATED IN SAID 
DISTRICT.

   SECTION 1: BE 
IT ORDAINED AND 
ENACTED BY THE 
COUNCIL, of the City 
of Minden, Louisiana, 
in special session 
convened on August 
19, 2021, that under 
the provisions of Article 
VII, Section 23 B of 
the Constitutional and 
statutory authority 
supplemental thereto, 
the Council of the City 
of Minden, State of 
Louisiana, is authorized 
to levy and collect with 
the City of Minden, 
State of Louisiana, 
a tax millage of 5.46 
which is hereby levied 
and imposed by the 
City of Minden on 
all taxable property, 
both immovable and 
movable, as shown 
by the tax records of 
the parish, affecting 
property assessed 
within the corporate 
limits of the City of 
Minden for the Year 
2021, being 5.46 mills, 
Mill Key #5225001 as 
general alimony tax.  
  
 SECTION 2: BE IT 
ORDAINED AND 
ENACTED by the 
Council of the City of 
Minden, Louisiana, 
in special session 
convened on August 
19, 2021, that under 
the provisions of Article 
VII, Section 23 B of 
the Constitutional and 
statutory authority 
supplemental thereto, 
the Council of the City 
of Minden, State of 
Louisiana, is authorized 

to levy and collect with 
the City of Minden, 
State of Louisiana, 
those properties 
designated as a part of 
the Minden Downtown 
Development District 
will be assessed with 
an additional 2.00 mills, 
Mill Key #5225003, 
making a total of 
7.46 mills on those 
properties located in 
said district.
 
   SECTION 3: 
BE IT FURTHER 
ORDAINED, the 
property administrative 
officials of the Parish 
of Webster, State of 
Louisiana, be and they 
are hereby empowered, 
authorized, and 
directed to spread said 
taxes, as hereinabove 
set forth, upon the 
assessment roll of 
said Parish for the 
year 2021, and to 
make the collection 
of the taxes imposed 
for and on behalf of 
the taxing authority, 
according to law, and 
that the taxes herein 
levied shall become 
a permanent lien and 
privilege on all property 
subject to taxation as 
herein set forth, and 
collection thereof shall 
be enforceable in the 
manner provided by 
law;

   SECTION 4: 
BE IT FURTHER 
ORDAINED, that all 
ordinances or parts of 
ordinances in conflict 
herewith are hereby 
repealed.
   
 WHICH ORDINANCE 
was read in full and 
on motion of Wayne 
Edwards, seconded 
by Michael Roy, and 
passed on the 19th day 
of August, 2021, by the 
following vote:

YEAS: Five  
NAYS: None
ABSTAIN: None
ABSENT:  None

s/______________ 
Terry L. Gardner, Mayor 
s/______________
Michael Fluhr, 
Acting City Clerk

August 27, 2021
Minden Press-Herald

NOTICE OF INTENT 
TO REQUEST 

RELEASE OF FUNDS

Bradley R. Sweazy, 
Interim Executive 

Director
Louisiana Housing 
Corporation (LHC)
2415 Quail Drive
Baton Rouge, LA 

70808
(225) 763-8700

Notice Issued: August 
25, 2021

On or about September 
3, 2021, the LHC will 
submit a request to 
the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) for 
the release of the Lead-
Based Paint Hazard 
Control Grant Program 
(LBPHC) is authorized 
by Section 1011 of 
the Residential Lead-
Based Paint Hazard 
Reduction Act of 1992 
(Title X of the Housing 
and Community 
Development Act of 
1992, 42 U.S.C. 4852) 
and funding is provided 
by the Consolidated 
Appropriations Act, 
2020, approved 
December 20, 2019 
(Public Law 116-94), 
and the Consolidated 
Appropriations Act 
2019, approved 
February 15, 2019, 
(Public Law 116-16). 
The Healthy Homes 
Supplemental funding 
is authorized under 
Section 502 of the 
Housing and Urban 
Development Act 
of 1970 (12 U.S.C. 

1701z-2), with funding 
approved by the same 
Appropriations Acts, 
for the following multi-
year program/project: 
Louisiana Housing 
Corporation’s Lead 
Safe Housing & Healthy 
Homes Program 
(LSHHHP), for the 
purpose of identifying 
and controlling lead-
based paint hazards 
and associated minor 
rehabilitation on 
residential properties 
within 20 targeted 
parishes: Avoyelles, 
Caddo, Calcasieu, 
Catahoula, Claiborne, 
East Baton Rouge, 
East Carroll, Iberia, 
Jefferson Davis, 
Madison, Morehouse, 
Natchitoches, Orleans, 
Ouachita, Rapides, 
Red River, Sabine, St. 
Landry, St. Mary, and 
Webster. The proposed 
program would involve 
minor rehabilitation and 
hazard control activities 
within the homes of 
privately owned rental 
or owner-occupied 
housing of low and 
very low income 
families with children 
under the age of six 
with elevated blood 
lead levels (eblls): 10 
µg/dL. LHC’s LSHHHP 
plans to conduct lead 
hazard control activities 
on 175 residential 
units in the targeted 
parishes and also plans 
to provide Healthy 
Homes remediation to 
60 homes. The LHC is 
requesting the release 
of $3,300,000.00 
in Healthy Homes 
funding.

The proposed hazard 
control activities to 
be funded under this/
these program(s) is/are 
categorically excluded 
from the National 
Environmental Policy 
Act requirements, but 
subject to compliance 
with some of the 
environmental laws and 
authorities listed at § 
58.5 of 24 CFR Part 
58. In accordance with 
§58.15, a tiered review 
process has been 
structured, whereby 
some environmental 
laws and authorities 
have been reviewed 
and studied for the 
intended target 
area(s) listed above. 
Other applicable 
environmental laws 
and authorities will 
be complied with, 
when individual 
projects are ripe for 
review. Specifically, 
the target area(s) has/
have been studied 
and compliance with 
the following laws 
and authorities has 
been achieved in this 
Tier 1 review: Airport 
Hazards, Coastal 
Barrier Resources 
Act, Air Quality, 
Endangered Species, 
Farmlands Protection, 
Noise Abatement and 
Control, Sole Source 
Aquifers, Wetlands 
Protection, Wild 
and Scenic Rivers, 
and Environmental 
Justice. Site-specific 
environmental reviews 
will include compliance 
with the following 
environmental laws 
and authorities for 
proposed projects 
funded under the 
program(s) listed 
above: Flood 
Insurance, Coastal 
Zone Management, 
Contamination and 
Toxic Substances, 
Explosive and 
Flammable Hazards, 
and Historic 
Preservation. Should 
individual aggregate 
projects exceed 
the threshold for 
categorical exclusion 
detailed at §58.35(a), 
an Environmental 
Assessment will be 
completed and a 
separate Finding CONTINUED ON 

NEXT PAGE

of No Significant 
Impact and Request 
for Release of Funds 
published. Copies 
of the compliance 
documentation 
worksheets are 
available at the address 
below.

An Environmental 
Review Record (ERR) 
that documents 
the environmental 
determinations for 
this project, and more 
fully describes the 
tiered review process 
cited above, is on file 
at LHC, 2415 Quail 
Drive, Baton Rouge LA 
70808, (225) 763-8700 
and may be reviewed 
or copied weekdays 
8:00 am to 4:30 pm.

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Any individual, group, 
or agency may submit 
written comments 
on the ERR to the 
LHC’s Environmental 
Department to the 
attention of Mr. Agaha 
Brass, Environmental 
Manager, 11637 
Industriplex Blvd, 
Baton Rouge, LA 
70809. All comments 
received by September 
1, 2021, will be 
considered by LHC 
prior to authorizing 
submission of 
a Request for 
Release of Funds 
and Environmental 
Certification to HUD.

RELEASE OF FUNDS

The LHC certifies to 
HUD that Bradley R. 
Sweazy in his official 
capacity as Interim 
Executive Director, 
consents to accept 
the jurisdiction of the 
Federal Courts if an 
action is brought to 
enforce responsibilities 
in relation to the 
environmental review 
process and that 
these responsibilities 
have been satisfied. 
HUD’s approval of the 
certification satisfies its 
responsibilities under 
NEPA and related 
laws and authorities, 
and allows the LHC 
to utilize federal funds 
and implement the 
Program.

OBJECTIONS TO 
RELEASE OF FUNDS

HUD will consider 
objections to its 
release of funds and 
the LHC’s certification 
for a period of fifteen 
days following either 
the anticipated 
submission date (cited 
above) or HUD’s actual 
receipt of the request 
(whichever is later) 
only if the objections 
are on one of the 
following bases: (a) that 
the Certification was 
not executed by the 
Certifying Officer of the 
LHC; (b) the LHC has 
omitted a step or failed 
to make a decision 
or finding required by 
HUD regulations at 24 
CFR Part 58; (c) the 
LHC has committed 
funds or incurred costs 
not authorized by 24 
CFR Part 58 before 
approval of a release 
of funds by HUD; (d) 
another Federal agency 
acting pursuant to 40 
CFR Part 1504 has 
submitted a written 
finding that the project 
is unsatisfactory 
from the standpoint 
of environmental 
quality. Objections 
must be prepared 
and submitted in 
accordance with the 
required procedures 
(24 CFR Part 58), and 
may be addressed 
to HUD and sent to 
the email address as 
follows:  
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Attorneys
Attention: Auto Injury 
Victims. If you have 
suffered a serious 
injury in an auto 

accident, Call US! Our 
attorneys have the 

experience to get you 
the full compensation 

you deserve! Call Now: 
1-877-920-9734

 (LA-SCAN)

Attorneys
Recently diagnosed 
with LUNG CANCER 
and 60+ years old? 

Call now! You and your 
family may be entitled 

to a SIGNIFICANT 

CASH AWARD. Call 
1-888-290-0193 today. 
Free Consultation. No 

Risk (LA-SCAN)

Attorneys
Were you an 

INDUSTRIAL or 
CONSTRUCTION 
TRADESMAN and 
recently diagnosed 

with LUNG CANCER? 
You and your family 
may be entitled to a 
SIGNIFICANT CASH 
AWARD. Call 1-855-

954-4792 for your risk 
free consultation 

(LA- SCAN)

Auction
JEFFERSON PARISH 

ONLINE VEHICLE 
AUCTION! Closes 

Sept. 7,
www.LSO.cc or www.
LSA.cc. Ford Pickups, 

Utility Trks., Vans & 
SUV’s, Dodge Pickups 

& more! 7% BP. 
Burgess1361 
(LA-SCAN)
Business 

Opportunities
BECOME A 

PUBLISHED AUTHOR! 
We edit, print and 

distribute your work 
internationally. We do 

the work; you reap 
the REWARDS! Call 
for a FREE Author’s 

Submission Kit. 
1-877-287-9291 

(LA-SCAN)

Business 
Opportunities

Become a published 
author! Publication 

sold at all major 
secular & specialty 

Christian bookstores. 
Call Christian Faith 

Publishing for 
your FREE author 

submission kit. 1-877-
497-3255 (LA-SCAN)

Education
COMPUTER & IT 

TRAINING 
PROGRAM! Train 
ONLINE to get the 
skills to become a 

Computer & Help 
Desk Professional 
now! Grants and 

Scholarships 
available for certain 

programs for qualified 
applicants. Call CTI for 

details! 
1-855-471-2636 

(M-F 8am-6pm ET) 
(LA-SCAN)

Education
Flexible Healthcare 

Career Training, 
Medical Billing and 

Coding Program. Call 
Now For Information: 

1-866-746-4143 
(LA- SCAN)

Education
TRAIN Online To DO 
MEDICAL BILLING. 
Become a Medical 
Office Professional 
online at CTI! Get 
Trained, Certified 
& ready to work in 

months. Call 1-866-
350-4447. (M-F 8am-
6pm ET) (LA-SCAN)

Financial Services
ARE YOU BEHIND 
$10k OR MORE ON 
YOUR TAXES? Stop 
wage & bank levies, 

liens & audits, unfiled 
tax returns, payroll 

issues, & resolve tax 
debt FAST. Call 1-855-

832-2310 
(LA-SCAN)

Financial Services
Denied Credit?? 

Work to Repair Your 
Credit Report With 
The Trusted Leader 
in Credit Repair. Call 
Lexington Law for a 
FREE credit report 
summary & credit 

repair consultation. 
1-855-527-0217. John 

C. Heath, Attorney 
at Law, PLLC, dba 

Lexington Law Firm 
(LA-SCAN)

Financial Services
Over $10K in debt? 

Be debt free in 24-48 
months. Pay nothing 

to enroll. Call National 
Debt Relief at 1-855-
794-1033 (LA- SCAN)

Financial Services
SAVE YOUR 

HOME! Are you 
behind paying your 

MORTGAGE? Denied 
a Loan Modification? 

Threatened with 
FORECLOSURE? Call 

the Homeowner’s 
Relief Line now for 

HELP! 1-866-470-1641 
(LA-SCAN)

For Sale
Put on your TV Ears 

and hear TV with 
unmatched clarity. 

TV Ears Original were 
originally $129.95 
- NOW WITH THIS 

SPECIAL OFFER are 
only $59.95 with code 

MCB59! Call 
1-855-935-3524 

(LA-SCAN)

Health and Wellness
ATTENTION 

DIABETICS! Save 
money on your 

diabetic supplies! 
Convenient home 

shipping for monitors, 
test strips, insulin 

pumps, catheters and 
more! To learn more, 
call now! 1-888-723-

9462 (LA-SCAN)

Health and Wellness
ATTENTION: OXYGEN 

USERS! The NEW 
Inogen One G5. 

1-6 flow settings. 
Designed for 24-hour 
oxygen use. Compact 
and Lightweight. Get 
a FREE Info kit today. 

1-855-874-9438 
(LA-SCAN)

Health and Wellness
Attention: Oxygen 

Users! Gain freedom 
with a Portable 

Oxygen Concentrator! 
No more heavy tanks 

and refills! Guaranteed 
Lowest Prices! Call 

Oxygen Concentrator 
Store: 1-855-382-4168 

LA-SCAN)

Health and Wellness
Become a published 
author! Publications 

sold at all major 
secular & specialty 

Christian bookstores. 
CALL Christian 

Faith Publishing for 
your FREE author 

submission kit. 
1-877-497-3255 

(LA-SCAN)

Health and Wellness
FREE MEDICARE 

SUPPLEMENT 
QUOTES! Top 

Providers. Excellent 
Coverage. Call for no 

obligation quote to see 
how much you can 

save. 1-877-326-0344 
(LA-SCAN)

Health and Wellness
MobileHelp, America’s 

Premier Mobile 
Medical Alert System. 
Whether you’re home 

or away. For safety 
and peace of mind. 

NO LONG TERM 
CONTRACTS! Free 

Brochure! Call Today! 
1-855-411-0949 (LA-

SCAN)

Health and Wellness
SelectQuote is 

dedicated to finding a 
Medicare plan right for 

you and your wallet. 
Call 1-844-668-3694 
today and receive a 

free quote from one of 
our multiple carriers 

(LA-SCAN)

Health and Wellness
Still paying too much 

for your MEDICATION? 
Save up to 90% on 

RX refill! Order today 
and receive free 

shipping on 1st order 
- prescription required. 

Call 1-855-978-2676 
(LA-SCAN)

Health and Wellness
Stroke and 

Cardiovascular disease 
are leading causes 
of death, according 

to the American 
Heart Association. 

Screenings can 
provide peace of mind 

or early detection! 
Contact Life Line 

Screening to schedule 
your screening. 
Special offer - 5 

screenings for just 
$149. Call 1-866-470-

1458
 (LA-SCAN)

Health and Wellness
VIAGRA and CIALIS 

USERS! 50 Pills 
SPECIAL $99.00 

FREE Shipping! 100% 
guaranteed. CALL 

NOW! 1-855-403-6345 
(LA-SCAN)

Home and Garden
Eliminate gutter 

cleaning forever with 
LeafFilter, the most 

advanced debris 
blocking gutter 

protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter 

estimate today. Call 
1-866-846-0785 

(LA-SCAN)

Home Improvement
BATHROOM 

RENOVATIONS EASY 
ONE DAY updates! 

We specialize in safe 
bathing. Grab bars, 

no slip flooring & 
seated showers. Call 
for a FREE in-home 
consultation. 1-855-
238-1870 (LA-SCAN)

Home Improvement
GENERAC Standby 
Generators provide 

backup power during 
utility power outages, 

so your home and 
family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare 

now. Free 7-year 
extended warranty 

($695 value!). Request 
a free quote today! 
Call for additional 

terms and conditions. 
1-888-718-6066 

(LA-SCAN)

Home Improvement
NEED NEW 

FLOORING? Call 
Empire Today to 
schedule a FREE 

in-home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. 

Call Today! 1-844-275-
9869 (LA-SCAN)

Home Improvement
The bathroom of your 
dreams for as little as 
$149per month! BCI 

Bath & Shower. Many 
options available. 
Quality materials 

& professional 
installation. Senior 

& Military Discounts 
Available. Limited Time 

Offer - FREE virtual 
in-home consultation 
now and SAVE 15%! 

Call Today! 1-866-806-
5009 (LA-SCAN)

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

EMPLOYMENT
DIESEL 

MECHANIC 
NEEDED

Location Springhill, 
LA Must be able to 
pass a drug screen. 
Flexible work hours, 
able to do preventive 
maintenance. To apply 

call 
870-845-9341 or 
870-845-2405.

Karen M. Griego
Office of Lead Hazard 
Control and Healthy 

Homes, Program 
Environmental 

Clearance Officer
U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban 

Development
LeadRegulations@

HUD.GOV

Potential objectors may 
contact HUD directly 
to verify the actual last 
day of the objection/ 
comment period.

Bradley R. Sweazy 
Interim Executive 
Director

August 27, 2021
Minden Press-Herald
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CITY OF MINDEN IS HIRING:
Administrative Secretary – City Clerk’s office
Assistant City Clerk – FT – City Clerk’s office

Laborer - PT –Streets & Drainage Dept.
Lineman A – FT - Electric Line Crew

Police Officer – FT – Police Dept. 
Security Guard – PT – Rec Dept.

Water/Wastewater Operator – Water Dept. 

To see a brief job description of any of our 
openings, or if you would like to apply, please go 
online www.mindenla.org/job-listings/ or come 
by Minden City Hall, 520 Broadway St. Minden, 
LA to apply in person. Background checks and 

drug screens will be given. 

The City of Minden is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 

NEED TO 
SPRUCE 
UP YOUR 

HOUSE FOR 
VISITORS? 
Nothing a 

fresh coat of 
paint can’t fix! 

Call Terry at 
318-268-9567

Bid # 02 - 03 / 2021
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
The City of Minden seeks 
sealed bids to sell multiple 
used  vehicles
Sealed bids marked 

Bid # 02 / 2021 -   1 used 
1984 Chevrolet C70 Pole 
Truck – 
   
VIN #  1GBL7D1BOEV103336
Bid # 03 / 2021 -   1 used 
1993 GMC Top Kick Bucket 
Truck – 
   
VIN # 1GDL7H1P1PJ502700
shall be addressed to the City 
Clerk of the City of Minden, and 
delivered to the City Clerk’s 
Office located at Minden City 
Hall, 520 Broadway Street, 
Minden, Louisiana 71055 not 
later than 10:00 A.M. local 
time, on September 10, 2021.  
Any bid received after the 
specified time and date will 
not be considered.  The sealed 
bids will be publicly opened 
and read aloud shortly after 

the 10:00 A.M. submission 
deadline on September 10, 
2021 at Minden City Hall, 520 
Broadway Street, Minden, 
Louisiana 71055.

Bidders should submit a bid 
price 

minimum for Bid # 02/2021 
set at $ 1.000.00;

minimum for Bid # 03/2021 
set at $ 5.000.00;

with the responsibility for the 
transportation of the used 
vehicle from the designated 
location. Vehicle can be 
inspected after contacting 
Minden City Hall, Tel: (318) 
377-2144 for time and date 
of inspection. Bids will be 
awarded to the Bidder with the 
highest bid amount.  

The information for Bidders 
may be obtained at the City 
Clerk’s office located at Minden 
City Hall, 520 Broadway Street, 
Minden, Louisiana 71055.  

The information for Bidders 
will also be available online 
at www.BidExpress.com.  If 
bidding online, all interested 
bidders must register for the 
project online.  If bidders 
encounter any problems 
accessing Bid Express, please 
contact Bid Express, 888-352-
2439.

The Owner reserves the right 
to reject any and all bids for 
just cause; such actions will 
be in accordance with Title 
38 of the Louisiana Revised 
Statutes. No bidder may 
withdraw his/her bid within 
five (5) working days after the 
actual date of the opening 
thereof. The highest bidder 
shall be given ten (10) working 
days from the date of the bid 
opening to consummate the 
sale. If said highest bidder fails 
to consummate the sale within 
the time allowed, the property 
will be offered to the second 
highest bidder. Any person 
with disabilities requiring 

special accommodations must 
contact the City of Minden at 
(318) 377-2144 no later than 
seven (7) days prior to bid 
opening.

The Owner hereby notifies all 
bidders that in regard to any 
contract entered into pursuant 
to this advertisement, that 
Minority Business Enterprises 
will be afforded equal 
opportunity to submit offers 
in response to this invitation 
and will not be discriminated 
against on the grounds of race, 
color, sex, national origin or 
disability in consideration for 
an award.

City of Minden
                                                    
Michael Fluhr
Acting City Clerk

August 27, 2021
September 7, 2021
Minden Press-Herald

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Notice of Public Hearing

Public Hearing #1
Love Louisiana Outdoors

To all interested citizens of Cotton Valley, Louisiana
Notice is hereby given that the Town of Cotton Valley will hold a public hearing on Tuesday, 
September 7, 2021, at 2:00 p.m. at the Town Hall, 478 Resident St., Cotton Valley, Louisiana 
to receive public comment on funding the Office of Community Development has available 
for Love Louisiana Outdoors projects.

The Citizen Participation Plan will be available for review at the hearing. The following will 
be discussed:

The Office of Community Development -Local Government Assistance has allocated $225,000 
for the development or rehabilitation of outdoor fitness and recreational parks to provide suitable 
space for activities to encourage physical distancing and support social distancing guidelines.

Activities that may be undertaken include public facilities improvements, acquisition, clearance 
and demolition.

The plans of the Town for minimizing displacement of persons as a result of activities assisted 
with such funds and the benefits to be provided by the Town to persons displaced as a result 
of such activities; and the Town’s prior performance of LCDBG programs funded by the State 
of Louisiana.

All citizens, particularly low- and moderate-income residents of slum and blighted areas, are 
encouraged to submit their views and proposals regarding community development and housing 
needs. Those citizens unable to attend this hearing may submit their views and proposals to 
Tiffany Parish, Town Clerk, at 478 Resident St., Cotton Valley, Louisiana 71018 until the close of 
business on September 6, 2021. 

Town of Cotton Valley does not discriminate based on race, color, national origin, sex, age, 
religion or disability; and provides upon request, reasonable accommodation, including auxiliary 
aids and services to afford an individual with a disability an equal opportunity to participate in 
all services, programs and activities. Any persons requiring special needs assistance should 
contact Tiffany Parish, Town Clerk, at (318) 832-4283 at least five days prior to the meeting.

August 27, 2021
Minden Press-Herald

MOBILE 
HOMES 

FOR RENT. 
Dixie Inn; 

Country Living.  
318-268-7937

August 27, 2021
August 31, 2021
Minden Press-Herald

GARAGE 
SALE

1016 Ridgewood 
Cir. 

Minden
Hours: 8am-4pm

Items: 
2 Vacuum 
Cleaners, 

TVs, Exercise 
Equipment, 

Inversion Table, 
Antique Dishes, 

Blankets, 
Clothes, Shoes, 

Recliner  
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trical Technology pro-
gram will have access to 
state-of-the-art tools and 
trainers. These tools and 
trainers closely simulate 
that used in local business 
and industry and will pro-
vide for hands-on, practi-
cal learning experiences.

“We are extremely 
grateful to receive this 
generous donation from 
IP,” stated Mansfield

Campus Director, Pam 
Hubier-Rivers, “Interna-
tional Paper is a strong 
business and industry 
partner and friend to 
NLTCC. Their continuous 
support of finances, and 
business and industrial 
expertise is greatly appre-
ciated and vital to making 
our I/E program a suc-
cess.”

“Our hope is that this 
donation will be used to 
purchase tools and equip-
ment that will assist in 
providing students with 
workplace based learn-
ing and current industry 
technologies,” said Mi-
chael Stewart, Balance of 
Plant/Area Maintenance 
Manager for the Mans-
field Mill.

“We would like to thank 
International Paper Foun-
dation and the Mansfield 

Mill for this generous do-
nation which will help as-
sure that our students will 
be ‘Inspired, Equipped, 
and Ready to Work’ upon 
completion of their stud-
ies,” added NLTCC Chan-
cellor Earl Meador.

NLTCC offers the In-
dustrial Instrumentation 
and Electrical Technology 
program at its Mansfield 
and Minden Campuses. 
Other programs taught 
at the Mansfield Cam-
pus are Practical Nursing, 
Patient Care Technician, 
Business Office Technol-
ogy, and WorkReady U/
Adult Education. Contact 
the Mansfield Campus 
at 318.872.2243 for more 
information or to register 
for classes which begin on 
October 11, 2021.

Grant: Money to be used 
for tools and equipment

Continued from Page 2

sessor’s Office first ever 
Annual Report that was 
recently mailed to all 
Webster Parish property 
owners as a very import-
ant and understandable 
source of information 
about special tax exemp-
tions, special property 
assessment freezes, how 
property tax dollars are 
spent, how property is as-
sessed and much more.

Edwards stated that the 
website will allow prop-
erty owners from home 
or office to file online for 
Homestead Exemption, 
locate property owner-
ships, view digital aerial 
photographs and maps 
and obtain assessed prop-
erty values, legal descrip-
tions, estimated amount 
of property taxes and 
other helpful information 
that pertains to the Asses-

sor’s Office. The newest 
feature is free access to 
the aerial Geographic In-
formation

Service (GIS) mapping, 
which was previously 
subscription fee-based 
service.

“In order to ensure our 
citizens obtain all the 
benefits to which they are 
entitled, I will continue to 
assist and inform them 
how to properly file for 
homestead exemption 
and special assessment 
level freezes available to 
Senior Citizens and Vet-
erans with disabilities 
and any other tax bene-
fits available and to stay 
current with all legislative 
changes that will affect 
our taxpayers and taxing 
districts,” Edwards said. 
“I have recently added the 
ability to file for Home-
stead Exemption online 

and plan to add Special 
Assessment Applications 
when the software be-
comes available.”

“As your Webster Par-
ish Assessor, my staff and 
I will continue to provide 
courteous and helpful 
service to our taxpayers. 
We are here to answer any 
of your questions or con-
cerns. Our goal is to be 
the best public servants, 
providing the best service 
and always strive to do 
better. This is your office, 
and we are here to serve 
you!” Edwards said.

Anyone who didn’t re-
ceive a copy of the Web-
ster Parish Assessor’s Of-
fice Annual Report 2021 
can obtain a copy at the 
Assessor’s Office in Min-
den at 103 South Monroe 
Street, Phone 318-377-
9311 or in Cullen at 110 
Industrial Park Drive.

Report: Copies mailed to parish taxpayers
Continued from Page 3

“We would like to 
thank International 

Paper Foundation and 
the Mansfield Mill for 

this generous donation 
which will help assure 
that our students will 

be ‘Inspired, Equipped, 
and Ready to Work’ 

upon completion of their 
studies. ”

Dr. Earl Meador
NLTCC Chancellor

STAFF SGT. THEA JAMES
Louisiana National Guard

Camp Minden is a Lou-
isiana National Guard 
training site located ap-
proximately 18 miles east 
of Shreveport, Louisiana, 
that plays a major role in 
the state mission to pro-
vide support to Louisiana 
residents in the event of a 
state or local emergency.

Camp Minden is home 
to not only units of the 
199th Regiment (Region-
al Training Institute), the 
139th Regional Support 
Group, Recruiting and 
Retention Command, 
the Youth Challenge Pro-
gram (YCP) and the In-
dustrial Complex, it also 
serves as the Joint Recep-
tion, Staging and Onward 
Integration (JRSOI) for 
Emergency Management 
Assistance Compact 
(EMAC) units during 
emergency response 
events.

Camp Minden en-
compasses about 15,000 
acres of land, with ap-
proximately 52 miles of 
railroad tracks and 60-
65 paved roads, which is 
used to train and prepare 
soldiers for their jobs and 
potential emergency re-
sponse missions.

“Our top customers are 

the soldiers in training,” 
said retired Master Sgt. 
Robert Cooper, Camp 
Minden’s operations 
manager.

Minden’s RTI is re-
sponsible for training a 
plethora of soldiers in 
their Military Occupa-
tional Specialties (MOS), 
such as: 88M Motor 
Transport Operators, 
12N Horizontal Con-
struction Engineers and 
12W Carpentry and Ma-
sonry Specialists.

Minden, with its re-
served storage areas, 
acts as a staging area 
and distribution point 
for emergency response 
commodities and sup-
plies. These warehouses 
store hundreds of pallets 
of rations, water and Per-
sonal Protective Equip-
ment (PPE) in prepara-
tion for an emergency. 
The expansive infrastruc-
ture available on Camp 
Minden helps resolve 
large storage challenges 
presented during state 
emergencies.

LANG brings great ca-
pability and flexibility 
to all disaster response 
efforts to include the 
COVID 19 pandemic.

“Transportation assets, 
National Guard drivers 
and warehouse logistics 
specialists were expand-

ed on the post as inven-
tory levels of PPE grew, 
drastically increasing 
our efficiency and short-
ening response times to 
citizens in the area,” said 
retired Col. Pat Griffin, 
ESF-7 unified logistics di-
rector. 

Camp Minden is a se-
cure military installation 
making it an asset to units 
passing through the area. 
Minden has a large mul-
tipurpose-overnight rest 
site that can be used for 
EMAC forces, units per-
forming annual training 
or units passing through.

The bays, with more 
than 100 bunkbeds, are 
equipped with electrici-
ty, good circulation, and 
a large area for show-
ers. Camp Minden is the 
ideal location for JRSOI 
operations. JRSOI incor-
porates the reception 
of the strategic reserve 
EMAC forces, in-process 
and integrate them with 
their gaining units to 
contribute to emergency 
response efforts.

“We’ve developed our 
facilities to accommo-
date EMAC forces in or-
der to provide a doctrinal 
environment for them to 
be able to be successful,” 
said Col. Willis B. Hall, 
commander of the 199th 
Regiment (RTI). 

The response to Hur-
ricanes Katrina and Rita 
showcased the largest 
deployment of state-to-
state aid and is a tes-
tament to the EMAC’s 
effectiveness in sharing 
resources through mutu-
al aid agreements.

Camp Minden is also 
the primary staging 
area for high-water res-
cue vehicles, boats and 
commodity distribution 
during state emergen-
cies. “It’s a good place 
to do emergency relief 
because we won’t flood; 
parish agencies can come 
in and out to pick up 
commodities,” said Post 
Sgt. Maj. Steven Stuckey, 
a Shreveport, La. native.

The drainage systems 
make Camp Minden 
a recommended spot 
to store and safeguard 
commodities. Drain-
age is directed south 
into Lake Bistineau via 
Boone Creek and Bayou 
Dorcheat in the east and 
Caney Branch and Clarke 
Bayou in the west.

“For us, maintaining a 
safe and effective place 
so we can best serve our 
citizens in time of crisis is 
critical,” said Post Com-
mander Lt. Col Harry 
Wilson.

Camp Minden plays big role in 
training, emergency responses
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