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In a Minden City Coun-
cil Workshop held Tuesday 
evening, an 
ordinance 
was pro-
posed by 
P re s i d e nt 
of the Min-
den Police 
A s s o c i a -
tion Jason 
Smith that 
would im-
pose a curfew for juveniles 
in the City of Minden.

“We’re looking at Mon-
day through Thursday 11 
pm to 5 am There’s no ju-
venile under the age of 18 
… allowed on any public 
street or any public busi-
ness during those hours. 
On weekends it will be 
midnight to 5 a.m,” said 
Officer Smith. 

“The target idea is to 
lower crime and get kids 
off the street. A lot of the 
shootings and gang relat-
ed activity are being per-
petrated by juveniles in 
the community.”

Of course there are ex-
ceptions, such as if the 
reason the juvenile is out 
late is related to a church 
function, school function, 
work, or an emergency. 

After proposing the or-
dinance, Councilman 
Wayne Edwards of Dist. A 
asked who all was involved 
with the crafting of the or-
dinance, to which Smith 
responded, “ The Minden 
Police Association along 
with Jimbo (Yocum) and 
Judge Sentell.”

Edwards went on to 
question if anyone in the 
affected communities 
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In an effort to make it’s 
services more accessible 
to its patrons, the Web-
ster Parish Library has 
recently launched their 
new app which can be 
downloaded on both the 
Android or Apple App 
stores.

The idea to create an 
app for the library system 
was spearheaded by the 
Webster Parish Library 
System’s Director Savan-
nah Jones and brought to 
life through their Com-
munity Liaison/market-
ing Director Kim Sentell. 
The app will help patrons 
access collections and 
services such as booking 
a meeting space, viewing 
programs and events, or 
even learning a new skill 
in a user-friendly way.

“This innovative tech-
nology provides a con-
tactless way to interact 
with the Library. It uses 
a mobile-friendly catalog 
interface and puts our 
best electronic features 
all in one place. The app 
is not intended to replace 
our buildings or the web-
site, but rather a way to 
have all the library infor-
mation right at your fin-
gertips. It’s a library-to-
go,” said Sentell.

“The reason being is 
to make sure our library 
doesn’t get left behind 
as technology progress-
es. This is one way for us 
to bring our library more 
easily to our patrons,” 
said Jones.

“The build took a lit-
tle over a year and a half 
to complete. Countless 
hours of work, but we 
wanted the best for our 
patrons.”

To go into details about 
some of the features the 
app provides, there is 

a new e-card available 
with the app that can be 
used in place of a library 
card. On top of that, the 
library partnered with 
library media streaming 
services such as hoopla, 
overdrive, and canopy 
that will be available to 
patrons for free for three 
months after signing up 
for the e-card.

The app itself will also 
connect users to these 
services, making a seam-
less transition from dis-
covering what ebooks or 
audiobooks are available 
to reading/listening right 
on their phone.

The app also features 

an ISBN scanner, which 
can be used on the bar-
codes of books to see if 
they have them in stock 
at the library. So a user 
could be browsing books 
at a store, and look to see 
if the library had a copy 
before they make a pur-
chase.

“Personally I think the 
biggest hit on the app 
will be the meeting room 
booking feature. Right 
now they have to come 
in or call to get a reser-
vation for the meeting 
room, whereas now they 
can just do it from their 
phone,” said Jones.

The app will show-

case the meeting rooms, 
the time slots that are 
available, as well as list 
equipment such as lap-
tops that can be checked 
out during the use of the 
meeting space. 

They will also feature a 
service called Printer On, 
which will allow users to 
print documents from 
anywhere to be picked up 
at the library.

“We were always mind-
ful of putting forth our 
best efforts to ensure 
the features would best 
suit our patrons during 
the entire process. Even 
down to the smallest de-
tail, we found ourselves 

researching the best color 
schemes we should use 
that are easiest on our pa-
tron’s eyes when viewing 
the app,” said Sentell.

Be sure to check out 
the video tutorial on the 
Webster Parish Libraries 
website and Facebook 
page to see a more de-
tailed presentation of the 
app and it’s many fea-
tures. Patrons can down-
load the Library System’s 
new app by going to the 
Android or Apple App 
Store and searching for 
‘Webster Parish Librar-
ies’ on their smart device.
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Council: the soonest the 
ordinance could appear on an 
agenda would be during the 
September Council meeting

WILL PHILLIPS/MINDEN PRESS-HERALD

The Greater Minden Chamber, City of Minden, and countless community and business leaders gathered to cele-
brate the following additions to the city of Minden.
Tuesday Gibsland Bank and Trust celebrated the opening of their new downtown location at 714 Broadway 
Street. Shortly after, The City welcomed and presented their first dollar to Christy’s Corner. Located on Homer 
road across from Cotton’s. Christy’s Corner is a boutique offering a wide variety of clothing and accessories 
sure to meet anyone’s fashion needs. Finally, Minden Medical Center welcomed their newest Family Medicine 
physician, Dr. Francis Oguntodu, who specializes in the diagnosis and treatment of general health issues that 
can affect all ages, and educating patients about common disease prevention and maintaining a healthy life-
style. His office is located at the #2 Medical Plaza next to Minden Medical Center.

Business booming in Minden

participated in the draft-
ing of the ordinance, to 
which officer Smith told 
him there had not. 

“I guess one of my 
main concerns is in Dis-
trict A we have had a lot 
of activity, and the peo-
ple in that district should 
have a voice in the 
preparation of what ac-
tually goes on in the dis-
trict. I know in 1960 we 
did things like this, and it 
was ok. The era right now 
is a little bit different. We 
want compliance and we 
want crime down just as 
much as you guys do,” 
said Edwards.

“I don’t have a prob-
lem with that, I would 
just like for the people in 
the community  to par-
ticipate in what’s going 
to be enforced on them.”

Officer Smith went 
on to ask Edwards as a 
community leader for 
his district if there were 
any specific changes he 
had in mind at the time, 
to which he responded, 
“Not right now.”

Councilman Terika 
Williams-Walker stat-
ed that the Councilman 
should’ve been contact-
ed for their input, which 
is an odd response given 
the fact that that was the 
purpose of the work-
shop. 

No votes were being 
held during the meeting 
to pass the ordinance, 
and the soonest it could 
appear on an agenda 
would be during the Sep-
tember Council meeting, 
allowing roughly two 
weeks for all the Coun-
cilman to review the or-
dinance, propose chang-
es, and garner feedback 
from their constituents. 

“Even when this was 
being drafted the coun-
cil members should 
have been contacted and 
asked for their input,” 
said Councilman Walker.

“Mam, that’s what 
we’re doing right now,” 
replied Officer Smith.

“We’re the body that 
came up with the idea 
to try and draw crime 
down in Minden, we’re 
presenting it to you now. 
Not as a political tool, but 
to actually draw crime 
down in Minden.”

Councilman Bradford 
raised the concern that 
the violent crime taking 
place in the city recently 
has mostly been adults, 
meaning that the ordi-
nance wouldn’t neces-
sarily help in those in-
stances, given that the 
ordinance wouldn’t ap-
ply to anyone aged 18 or 
over.

Officer Smith clarified 
that it would not only 
help curb the crime of 
Juveniles directly in-
volved in violent crimes, 

but also help send juve-
niles home so they don’t 
become victims of said 
crimes either.

“This is a tool that we 
can put in our toolbox to 
get kids off of the street. 
Two months ago, I was 
on my way to a shooting 
that occured on Caroli-
na and East Street. There 
were two nine year olds 
on their bicycles at two 
o’clock in the morning, 
heading right for it. There 
was another time I was 
on Evans Street, there 
were two kids playing on 
Evans street at 3 o’clock 
in the morning,” said Of-
ficer Smith.

“These kids that are 
out all night long, 17 and 
below, we’re trying to 
protect them, and this is 
one tool we can use to try 
and drive crime down.”

Council Michael Roy 
of Dist. D raised the con-
cern that if the ordinance 
were to target particular 
areas, even one labeled 
as high crime, it could 
potentially be discrimi-
natory. 

“I just don’t think we 
should target specific ar-
eas with this ordinance. 
It’s gotta be what’s best 
for everybody,” said 
Councilman Roy.

Officer Smith respond-
ed by stating, “It’s di-
rected at all juveniles in 
Minden, not just high 
crime areas. It’s to get all 
juveniles off the street at 
a specific time.”

City Attorney Jimbo 
Yocum, who had a hand 
in crafting the ordinance, 
and citing his experi-
ence prosecuting these 
juvenile cases on top of 
his own personal expe-
rience, summarized the 
ordinance and it’s intent. 

“I think this ordinance 
can be summed up in 
two words, and that’s go 
home. That’s all we want 
out of our children, out 
of our juveniles, That 
when the time comes, to 
go home,” said Yocum.

“I’m the one that 
prosecutes these cas-
es. I know firsthand the 
amount of juveniles that 
are involved in these vio-
lent crimes, and it’s a lot. 
These are not isolated 
incidents, and this isn’t 
going to fix it, but it’s a 
step in the right direc-
tion. It at least gives our 
officers something to be 
able to tell a 15 year old 
walking down the street 
in the early morning to 
go home.”

Ultimately no changes 
were made to the ordi-
nance during the meet-
ing. However Officer 
Smith and the Council-
man agreed to set up a 
meeting at a later date, 
possibly with other com-
munity members pres-
ent, to discuss the ordi-
nance further. 

Continued from Page 1
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Tracey Ervin Blevins

Tracey Ervin Blevins left this life to go to her eternal 

reward on August 16, 2021, after a brief illness. Left to 

cherish her memory are her father, Robert Ervin, and 

her step-mother, Carolyn, both of Minden. She is also 

survived by an Uncle, William Ervin, Jr. and wife, Edie 

of Roseville, CA, Aunt, JoAnn Barmore of Etters, PA and 

Aunt Dee Falzarano of New York. And also, cousins and 

many friends. She was preceded in death by a brother, 

Robert (Bobby) Ervin, her mother, Dale Ervin and her 

grandparents. Tracey missed her mother and brother 

so much, so I know there is rejoicing in heaven as we 

are drying our tears.

Tracey was born in Hampton, VA on June 10, 1973. 

She was from a military family so she moved many 

times during her life, even living in Hawaii at one time. 

She graduated high school from Pontchatoula High 

and then went on to Louisiana Tech to graduate there 

with a degree in education, although she did find em-

ployment outside of that field. At the time of her death, 

she was working for the State of Louisiana Race Com-

mission. 

Tracey had accepted Jesus Christ as her Lord and 

Savior. At the time of her death, she was a member 

of North Acres Baptist Church where she worked for 

many years with the children in Kids Church. She loved 

children although she never had any of her own. She 

loved her church and her church family. As she posted 

on facebook, God, I know that You are good and Your 

steadfast love endures forever.

She had a love for animals. She left behind three of 

her best friends-her dog, Derby and two cats, Ebie and 

Lena. They miss her so much. 

Services will be held at Rose-Neath Chapel in Min-

den, Louisiana at 2:00 p.m. Thursday, August 19, 2021, 

with Bro. Wayne Dubose officiating. Interment will 

follow at Minden Cemetery in Minden, Louisiana. The 

family will receive friends at 1:00 pm. Thursday prior 

service time. 

Pallbearers will be Randy Ward, Randall Carter, Phil-

lip Dillard, Keith Johnson, C.L. Johnson, and Bobby 

Igo. 

Rose-Neath Funeral Home

211 Murrell Street 

Minden, Louisiana 71055 

(318) 377-3412

OBITUARIES

Linda Gale Britt 
Walters 

Funeral services for Linda Gale 

Britt Walters were held Thursday, 

Aug. 19, at Word of God Ministries 

in Shreveport, La. Gale slipped into sweet sleep early 

Thursday morning, August 12, after a years-long battle 

with cancer. She was 71.

Gale was the second child and eldest daughter of the 

late Ivory (Snow) and Avery Britt of Minden. Petite in 

stature and fiery in spirit, she was a devoted daughter, 

loving granddaughter and doting big sister. Like all of 

the Britt children, she was exceptionally intelligent. 

She attended Thomas and Rhone (Elementary) School 

in Shongaloo, La., and Webster High School in Minden, 

La., from 1964-1968. In her sophomore year at Web-

ster, she met the future love of her life, a wavy-haired 

Minden boy who played the baritone, sang in the choir 

and was always the life of the party. Her big pretty eyes 

swept Donald Walters off of his feet, beginning a court-

ship that followed them from Webster to their college 

alma mater Grambling State University. 

Don and Gale married in 1970 and had three chil-

dren, Chris, Davien (Chauncey) and Galyn. 

Gale worked for nearly 30 years in the Caddo Parish 

School System, where she was a fierce advocate for 

special needs children in and around the Caddo com-

munity. 

Her devotion to God was born at Mt. Pisgah CME 

Church in Red Hill, La. In Shreveport, Gale joined Word 

of God Ministries at its original Cedar Grove location 

and remained a member there for the rest of her life.

She loved spoiling her family, cooking, shopping, 

oranges, and nearly any piece of tender meat. Like 

her mother and her sisters Nell and Zelda, she adored 

plants and flowers.

She was reunited in heaven with her parents Avery 

and Ivory, her brothers Albert and Joe, and an infant 

sister. Her legacy lives on in her forever love, Don; 

their children: Chris of Shreveport; Davien (Crystal) of 

Shreveport; and Galyn of Fremont, Calif.; grandchil-

dren Zenia Blue, Zoe Hall, Angelica Walters, Skylar Ev-

erett, Hillary Walters, Caleb Everett, Matthew Everett, 

Kiersten Everett and Joshua Everett; her siblings Janet 

of Minden and brother James (Zelda) of Shreveport; 

her aunts and uncles; a host of nieces, nephews, and 

cousins; and her lifelong friend Elberta Griffin. 

She was buried at Northwest Louisiana Veterans 

Cemetery in Keithville. 
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The incompetent method 
with which the Biden admin-
istration administered the U.S. 
withdrawal from Afghanistan is 
a military and moral fiasco.

On Sunday, a panicked evac-
uation of U.S. personnel took 
place amid the abandonment 
of many of the thousands of 
Afghans who helped Ameri-
cans during the war, all while 
the Taliban raised a flag over 
the presidential palace in Ka-
bul, reconquering the country 
nearly 20 years after the U.S. 
and NATO nations had ousted 
the extremists following the 
9/11 attacks.

The impact on everyday 
Afghans will be incalculably 
bad, particularly for women 
and girls and those who aided 
Western efforts over the last 
two decades.

The impact on America will 
be lasting, too, especially if 
the Taliban once again allows 
a training haven for terrorist 
groups. At minimum the sear-
ing, Saigon-like images of heli-
copters ferrying U.S. envoys to 
Kabul’s airport while Afghans 
scrambled on the tarmac, 
with some desperate enough 
to cling to departing military 

planes, will have a profound ef-
fect on U.S. foreign policy. At a 
time when Biden wants to piv-
ot to the threats from a rising 
China and a revanchist Russia, 
both adversaries and allies will 
question America’s resolve.

Biden had chosen Sept. 11, 
2021, as the withdrawal dead-
line, seemingly tying the date 
to the anniversary of the ter-
rorist attacks on the U.S. that 
triggered the U.S. and NATO 
invasion. That arbitrary, po-
litically driven deadline was 
already too early even before 
Biden accelerated it. And in the 
end, the withdrawal of about 
2,500 troops was undone by the 
thousands more now deployed 
to protect departing Ameri-
cans.

It’s indefensible that at min-
imum the U.S. did not secure 
passage for Afghan translators, 
journalists, leaders of key gov-
ernmental and nongovern-
mental organizations, and oth-
ers, let alone have an effective 
plan to back up Afghan forces 
to hold the capital, if not the 
country.

These failures are Biden’s, 
and history will not be kind. 
But Biden is not alone in this 

lost war. In fact, he’s one of four 
presidents — two Republicans 
and two Democrats — who 
made multiple mistakes.

Former President George W. 
Bush took his and America’s fo-
cus off Afghanistan for another 
fiasco, the war of choice with 
Iraq. Former President Barack 
Obama oversaw a troop surge 
in Afghanistan, but also dra-
matically de-escalated the U.S. 
presence. Former President 
Donald Trump signed a deal 
with the Taliban that called 
for an even earlier withdrawal 
deadline.

But political parties don’t go 
to war. Nations do. And this is 
a failure for America, on top of 
the failures in Vietnam and the 
war in Iraq, among other mili-
tary misadventures.

Avoiding a repeat of these 
serial losses must go beyond 
introspection and toward a 
formal independent inquiry by 
experts who put country over 
party. Among the many issues 
that need to be investigated are 
the multiple political, intelli-
gence and military failures, and 
how billions of dollars, years of 
U.S. training and far superior 
materiel failed to produce Af-

ghan troops who were willing 
and able to fight for their coun-
try.

What isn’t in question are 
the sacrifices of U.S. troops and 
their families who support-
ed them during deployments. 
They answered their country’s 
call, even if the trumpet be-
came uncertain. Those who 
lost their lives should be hon-
ored. Those whose lives were 
shattered deserve support and 
care. Americans should be 
grateful to those who gave so 
much to their country — and to 
Afghans.

But we should not ask yet an-
other generation of Americans 
to fight without a finite mis-
sion. That’s an essential mes-
sage for those who have irre-
sponsibly advocated a military 
strike against Iran.

While the war in Afghanistan 
is lost, America should not sur-
render the fight to still extricate 
as many Afghans as possible, 
and it should not hesitate to 
give them refuge in the U.S. 
While this won’t wash away the 
stain of America’s abandon-
ment of its allies, it is the right 
thing to do.

Minneapolis Star Tribune: Military, moral 
‘fiasco’ of Afghanistan withdrawal

The widely hailed bipartisan 
“infrastructure” bill (2,702 pag-
es long) that passed the Senate 
this week, at a cost of $1.2 tril-
lion, contains comparatively 
little funding—only about 23% 
($548 billion)—for tradition-
al “hard” infrastructure like 
roads, bridges, tunnels, ports, 
rail, highways, interstates, wa-
terways, and the electric grid.   
Instead, the large majority of 
the bill’s funding will be used 
for so-called “green energy” 
projects—including those 
contained in the Green New 
Deal—and entitlement spend-
ing.  The Congressional Bud-
get Office has estimated that 
this bill would increase federal 
deficits by $256 billion over the 
next decade.

U.S. Senator Bill Cassidy 
has been one of the architects 
of the $1.2 trillion plan and 
has touted the benefits in the 
bill for Louisiana, stating he 
believes “this is Louisiana’s 
chance to catch up in areas that 
we’ve fallen behind in and po-
sition our state’s economy to 
move forward in the future…”

However, as U.S. Senator 
John Kennedy has noted, the 
bill “…raises $14.5 billion in 
new taxes over ten years on 
petrochemical manufacturers” 
which includes Louisiana hav-
ing to pay “roughly $1.3 billion 
in new taxes on an industry (oil 
and gas) that supports 100,000 
jobs in our state.” Kennedy, 
who opposes the bill, also not-

ed the inflationary impact of 
the bill, stating “it is an inflation 
bomb, it is going to raise Loui-
siana prices at the gas pump 
and grocery store, and that is a 
tax, … inflation is a tax that hits 
working people the hardest.”

[A highly disconcerting is-
sue is the “linkage” between 
this bill and the mind-numb-
ingly monstrous $3.5 trillion 

“ h u m a n ” 
infrastruc-
ture bill of 
Sen. Bernie 
S a n d e r s 
that Dem-
ocrats are 
bringing up 
next that 
they plan to 
get passed 
t h r o u g h 
a legisla-
tive device 

called “reconciliation” requir-
ing only a simple majority to 
pass the Senate.  And, while he 
later “revised” his comment, 
Pres. Biden first said he was not 
going to sign this $1.2 trillion 
bill without also signing the 
$3.5 trillion bill in tandem.]

Please allow me to address 
something else.  National 
Democrats have argued that 
“the Trump tax cuts added tril-
lions to the debt,” so they can 
too.  That’s simply not true.  
After the Trump tax cuts, the 
economy exploded!  It grew 
faster—and the federal gov-
ernment received MORE reve-

nue—than before the tax cuts.  
The problem is that House 
Democrats spent all of these 
new tax revenues and then 
added still more spending on 
top of that.  If President Trump 
hadn’t signed their spending 
bills, the government would 
have shut down, causing cha-
os.  Let’s remember our civics: 
the U.S. House has the power 
of the purse and with Speaker 
Pelosi in control of the House, 
they have insisted on spending 
more and more with a reckless 
disregard for the finances of the 
government.

Perhaps the most disap-
pointing thing of all is that 
while Congress is a highly par-
tisan institution, traditional 
infrastructure legislation and 
funding have historically been 
truly bipartisan issues and this 
opportunity is being squan-
dered on mostly non-infra-
structure related funding.

A second disappointment 
is that the bill is filled with fi-
nancial gimmicks and “smoke 
and mirrors” to create the im-
pression that the “pay-fors” 
(i.e., the false claim that the bill 
pays for itself) included in the 
bill are real: like the fiction that 
savings will result from delay-
ing a Medicare rule or extend-
ing by a decade a guarantee 
fee that government institu-
tions Fannie Mae and Freddie 
Mac charge on mortgages they 
back.   Also, senators had ini-
tially agreed to use $205 billion 

in unused, repurposed Covid 
funds in the bill but when some 
of the liberal states refused to 
do so only $43 billion in Covid 
funds were used.

A third disappointment con-
tained in the bill is the enor-
mous amount of additional 
federal dollars given to bureau-
cratic federal agencies to re-
construct the economy in their 
Leftist “vision.”  The Depart-
ment of Energy, Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency 
(FEMA), National Park Service, 
the Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Forest Service, and the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) will all receive billions 
in new funding.  This will allow 
them to further intrude into is-
sues and decision-making that 
should be reserved for state and 
local government policymak-
ers.  Issues like drinking water, 
private sector broadband and 
the determination about loca-
tion and type of electric vehicle 
charging stations.

There is a very high price to 
be paid for the federal expan-
sion, increased deficits, and 
gargantuan cost of this bill.  
Generations of Americans will 
be burdened with it.  We must 
honestly ask ourselves if this is 
the best way to meet the great 
needs of our beloved Louisi-
ana.

Royal Alexander is a Shreveport 
attorney.

OPINION

OPINION

Royal Alexander: Huge spending bill 
doesn’t have much infrastructure

ROYAL
ALEXANDER
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I’m missing my Face-
book.

After first canceling my 
account, I began a new 
routine. This worked out 
well for a while before I 
realized how out of touch 
I was.

With limited access 
to friends and 
normal activ-
ities, there is 
just something 
missing.

This was 
made a reality 
last week when 
I learned that 
so many of our 
friends and ac-
q u a i n t a n c e s 
had died and 
we had not 
known about it 
until later. While on so-
cial media, we can keep 
up with what’s going on 
around us. We can learn 
about who is sick and 
needs our prayers, along 
with physical help in 
many instances.

The trigger that made 
me cancel my account 
was when a “scammer” ( 
as a nicer name for them), 
hacked my account and is 
still using my name and 
picture to send messages 
representing Publishers 
Clearing House. They’re 
telling people that I have 
received my money and 
saw their name on the list 
as winner. It goes on to 
eventually ask for a dona-
tion.

I thought by canceling 
my account it would stop, 
but apparently it hasn’t. If 
you get this strange mes-
sage from me, just know 
I did not send it. And if 

you know how to stop the 
scammer from using my 
name and picture, please 
let me know.

I miss receiving pic-
tures from our grandchil-
dren and keeping up with 
their activities.

However, there has 
been an up side 
to this problem. 
I have been read-
ing more; Bible 
passages, devo-
tional books and 
library books. In 
fact, I just com-
pleted number 
48 for this year. 
And picked up a 
new supply to-
day.

One of my 
former school 

mates was among those 
who passed recently. She 
and I were not in the same 
grade but we were on the 
softball team together. 
We traveled across the 
surrounding area play-
ing against other schools. 
Our major means of trav-
el was with our principal/
coach in his personal car. 
He would squeeze most 
of us in there, sitting in 
each other’s laps. That 
was the time before seat 
belts. We had almost as 
much fun to and from the 
games as we did playing 
when we got there. 

Years later, we trav-
eled many miles to watch 
our sons, who were on 
the high school baseball 
team. The team won state 
runner up when my son 
was a senior. This was a 
heartbreaker for those 
boys and the parents. The 
next year they won state 

and her sons were on that 
team.

Although we had 
known each other for 
many years, we were not 
close. I did see her oc-
casionally at communi-
ty events and over the 
last few years I kept up 
with her on Facebook 
where I was friends with 
her daughter. I knew her 
health was failing and ev-
ery time we went by her 
house, I commented that 
I would like to go visit her.

But, as we so often do, 
I kept putting off making 
the visit. And then it was 
too late.

As I have thought about 
her so much recently, I 
was reminded of this poi-
gnant saying by William 
Penn:

“I expect to pass 
through life but once. If, 
therefore, there can be 
any kindness I can show, 
or any good thing I can do 
to any fellow being, let me 
do it now... as I shall not 
pass this way again.”

“We can never untangle 
all the woes in other peo-
ple’s lives. We can’t pro-
duce miracles overnight. 
But we can bring a cup 
of cool water to a thirsty 
soul, or a scoop of laugh-
ter to a lonely heart.” –
Barbara Johnson

So let’s remember, we 
are only here for a short 
while. Let’s do what we 
can for others, even if it’s 
just a little thing.

Fannie Moore is a journalist 
who lives in Shongaloo where 
she enjoys writing on a variety 
of subjects.
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STORIES FROM THE BACK PORCH

I Shall Not Pass This Way Again

FANNIE MOORE

SUMMER COOKING

Corn, Zucchini, Tomatoes: Making the most of summer’s bounty
Here we are, in the belly of 

summer. Time to make the 
most of the season’s bounti-
ful produce before it’s gone!

So let’s talk about three 
glorious workhorses of the 
late-summer vegetable gar-
den, farm stand or kitchen: 
tomatoes, corn and zucchi-
ni.

Anyone with a garden is 
working feverishly to make 
use of their tomatoes and 
zucchini, and anyone with 
access to a farmer’s market 
is likewise piling up those 
items, along with fresh 
sweet corn.

Tips (and a recipe) on 
how to enjoy the best of late 
summer and have no pro-
duce regrets as the air turns 
crisper:

TOMATOES

Tomatoes are botanically 
a fruit, but we mostly treat 
them like a vegetable in the 
kitchen. Either way, they’re 
as versatile as it comes.

Heirloom tomatoes are 
non-cross-pollinated; farm-
ers take seeds from the best 
plants and grow new ones, 
selecting for traits like juic-
iness, size, color or taste. 
Thus, heirloom tomatoes 
are often (not always) more 
flavorful and definitely more 
diverse than traditional to-
matoes. Plus they have cool 
names like Cherokee Purple, 
Brandywine, Green Zebra, 
Black Krim and Mr. Stripey.

Tomatoes are displayed 
along with peaches and cu-
cumbers at a farmers market 
in Milford, Conn. in August 
2021. Tomatoes should be 
firm, yet have some softness 
that gives way to pressure. 
Avoid those with cracks/
cuts, brown spots and bruis-
es. (Katie Workman via AP)

Tomatoes are displayed 
along with peaches and cu-
cumbers at a farmers mar-
ket in Milford, Conn. (Katie 
Workman via AP)

Whether heirloom or 
hybrid (what you’ll find at 
most markets), all tomatoes 
should be firm, yet have 
some softness when you 
press them. Avoid those with 
cracks or cuts, brown spots 
and bruises (but don’t toss a 
tomato for those reasons — 
just cut out the mushy parts, 
and use the rest).

The most flavorful toma-
toes are usually the ones 
with the best fragrance near 
the stem.

Orange and yellow toma-
toes are generally less acidic 
than red, so milder in flavor. 
Varieties of cherry tomatoes 
have higher sugar concen-
trations and are therefore 
sweeter than larger toma-
toes. Yellow and orange 
cherry and grape tomatoes 
tend to be sweeter than their 
red counterparts.

Raw tomatoes are of 
course central to salsa, gaz-
pacho, bruschetta, no-cook 
tomato sauce, panzanella, 
caprese salad, and green, 
grain and pasta salads of 

all kinds. A thick slice goes 
a long way on a burger or 
sandwich. A simple cherry 
tomato salad rounds out any 
summer meal.

Cooked, they turn into 
fresh tomato sauce, top piz-
zas, and add flavor to stews, 
soups and chilis. Think 
about simply roasting toma-
toes as a side dish. And even 
before they ripen, consider 
sizzling up some fried green 
tomatoes, maybe served 
with green goddess dress-
ing?

Tomatoes are best when 
stored at room temperature 
(away from the sun). They 
continue to ripen on the 
counter, so place them stem 
side down to prevent rotting. 
Tomatoes tend to get more 
mealy in the fridge than 
when stored at room tem-
perature, but if they are get-
ting too soft, refrigerate to 
keep them a few more days.

ZUCCHINI AND SUM-
MER SQUASH

Like tomatoes, zucchi-
ni and summer squash are 
technically in the fruit fam-
ily, though cooking-wise 
they are most often treated 
as a vegetable. The flavors 
of zucchini and yellow sum-
mer squash are similar, with 
the yellow versions being 
a little blander, and some-
times less firm in texture.

Summer squash and zuc-
chini are displayed at a farm-
ers market in Milford, Conn. 
in August 2021. Choose 

squash between 6 and 8 
inches long, no more than 
2-inches in diameter, firm to 
the touch, with smooth, taut 
skin.  The smaller squash 
tend to be less mealy and/or 
fibrous, and more flavorful. 
(Katie Workman via AP)

Summer squash and 
zucchini are displayed at a 
farmers market in Milford, 
Conn. (Katie Workman via 
AP)

Choose squash between 
6 and 8 inches long and no 
more than 2-inches in diam-
eter, firm to the touch, with 
smooth, taut skin. Smaller 
squash tend to be less mealy 
and/or fibrous, and more 
flavorful. However, the larg-
er ones can be shredded and 
used in recipes like zucchini 
bread and muffins, or can be 
hollowed out and stuffed.

Zucchini and summer 
squash are usually sim-
ply cooked – sauteed or 
steamed, sometimes fried, 
though they also can be 
stuffed and baked. They can 
be used in stews, soups, pas-
tas and chilis to easily add 
bulk and nutrition. They are 
a great addition to kebabs, 
and also make great gratins.

Raw, they provide heft 
and crunch to salads. Use 
smaller squash in uncooked 
preparations.

Zucchini and summer 
squash can be stored in the 
fridge for several days, de-
pending on how firm they 
were when you got them.

The popularity of the 
spiralizer has put zucchi-

ni noodles (or zoodles) in 
the spotlight. They can be 
used instead of pasta, either 
raw or lightly cooked. The 
smooth, brightly colored 
skin is usually left on and is 
quite pretty.

Zucchini and summer 
squash put forth a flower on 
each end of the vegetable, 
and it’s also edible. These 
flowers might be used raw 
in salads, sauteed, or stuffed 
and fried.

CORN

While few people grow 
their own corn, piles of ears 
are teetering at the super-
market or farm stand this 
time of year.

If possible, buy corn the 
same day you plan to cook it. 
Choose ears with firm, taut 
kernels (peel back the top of 
the husks to check), with no 
shriveling, browning or rot-
ting. If you are going to keep 
corn for a few days, store it 
in the fridge, preferably with 
husks on.

Corn is displayed at a 
farmers market in Milford, 
Conn. in August 2021. If pos-
sible, buy the corn the same 
day as you plan to cook it.  
Choose ears with firm taut 
kernels, with no shriveling, 
browning or rotting.  If you 
are going to keep corn for 
a few days, store it in the 
fridge, preferably with the 
husks on. (Katie Workman 
via AP)

Corn is displayed at a 
farmers market in Milford, 

Conn. (Katie Workman via 
AP)

A quick dunk in boiling 
water is the first stop for 
most of us cooking corn, 
and it’s hard to improve on 
the sweet crunch of a light-
ly cooked piece of corn on 
the cob (maybe with a melt-
ing pat of butter). But once 
we’ve had our fill of simply 
cooked corn, there are lots 
of ways to put those kernels 
to use.

Use a heavy, sharp knife 
to slice the kernels from the 
cobs, and then saute them 
in a bit of butter, alone or 
with other vegetables. Try 
using cooked or even fresh 
uncooked kernels in salads, 
such as potato salads, bean 
salads or salsas. Or make 
corn fritters, again with corn 
as the solo star or combined 
with another vegetable (hel-
lo again, zucchini!).

Perhaps a corn pudding? 
Corn chowder? A hot cheesy 
dip?

And don’t let the sum-
mer end without grilling up 
some of those sweet ears, ei-
ther plain or maybe elevat-
ed with a creamy sauce and 
some cheese as Mexican 
Street Corn.

Friends, Labor Day is 
around the corner and 
time’s a wasting.

www.apnews.com
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I earned my Bach-
elor of Arts degree in 
English from LSUS.  As 
a result, I crave litera-
ture sometimes.  Last 
year, when the pan-
demic first hit and the 
state closed, one of 
the things I missed the 
very most was visiting 
the library.  I had nev-
er thought about how 
often I go to the library 
until the privilege was 
taken from me.  Ev-
ery time I move, the 
first piece of business 
I conduct is a visit to 
the nearest library to 
obtain a library card!  A 
move is not official un-
til I have that little plas-
tic card representative 
of all the amenities af-
forded by the library.  
When I was a young 
girl and visited the lo-
cal library, I remember 
gathering one stack 
of library books and 
setting them beside 
a chair in the reading 
section.  Then, I would 
run around and gather 

another stack of books 
to read while I waited 
to go home and devour 
the first stack.  One of 
my favorite childhood 
memories is volunteer-
ing at the local library 
in my grandparents’ 
community when my 
family went home for 
Christmas.  Literature, 
reading, and books are 
the core of my identity.  

Reading was, and still 
is at times, my escape 
from reality when times 
are tough.  I think all of 
us need something in 
our lives that allows us 
to escape reality mo-
mentarily and grasp the 
world of creativity and 
imagination.  Life can 
become such a harsh 
place when the stress-
es of ordinary meet the 
hardships of 2021.  The 
key is to choose healthy 
escapes.  What brings 
you joy?  Do you gar-
den?  I have never gar-
dened in my life, but I 
always imagine there 
must be some amazing 

satisfaction in nurtur-
ing life from seeds.  The 
sheer physical hard 
work must allow you 
to escape your brain, at 
least momentarily.  Ad-
mittedly, that is a bit of 
a deterrent that keeps 
me from trying garden-
ing as my next hobby.  
What about painting?  
Do you paint?  I go to 
‘Painting With a Twist’ 
as often as I can be-
cause that is a wonder-
ful creative outlet.  I am 
just not a good enough 
artist to invest in the 
supplies it takes to pur-
sue painting.  Those 
who do love to get lost 
in another world as 
their visions come alive 
on canvas.  Maybe your 
joy is volunteering.  
That was my husband’s 
escape.  He loved to 
volunteer.  Kenneth 
volunteered at Town 
& Country Nursing 
Home, Bayou Dorcheat 
Correctional Center, 
Shreveport Bossier 
Rescue Mission, and 

Teen Challenge before 
COVID.  Overnight, 
every opportunity for 
service was snatched 
away from him as the 
world shut down for 
the pandemic.  Every-
one I know is mourning 
some loss since March 
2020.  Many of the loss-
es are trivial, such as 
library trips and volun-
teering in the commu-
nity, but others deeply 
mourn their loved ones 
taken by this ugly virus.  

Society will never be 
the same; however, hu-
manity is resilient amid 
the upheaval.  In 2020, 
what happened in my 
family is that we buck-
led down and thanked 
God we were consid-
ered essential during 
the pandemic.  A new 
routine emerged from 
the loss of the old one.  
We went to work and 
came straight home if 
possible.  Our previ-
ously normal activities 
including attending 
church, dining out, vol-

unteering, and going 
to the library became 
distant memories.  I 
bought new gel pens 
and pulled out my old 
coloring books.  I set 
up my puzzle table and 
pulled out some old 
puzzles because I could 
not buy one anywhere 
during that time.  The 
game nook was visit-
ed more often.  Dinner 
and a movie at home 
replaced date night.  
We reconnected the in-
ternet for more home 
entertainment options.  
My son bought me a 
laptop so that I could 
continue my writing.  
We went to the gro-
cery store and General 
Dollar, but rarely did 
we go anywhere else.  
We cooked good food, 
we talked, we laughed, 
and we made memo-
ries.  

Slowly, the world 
began to spin again, 
and our lives became 
somewhat our own 
once more.  Still, noth-

ing has ever quite been 
the same as it was.  I 
am not sure I would 
ever even want it to 
be.  Now I treasure our 
excursions, no matter 
how mundane.  I cher-
ish my freedom to at-
tend church more than 
ever before in my life.  
More than anything, I 
try to find my joy in the 
simple.  Reading, gar-
dening, painting, and 
volunteering are all 
wonderfully reward-
ing escapes to find joy.  
Only volunteering may 
be slightly affected 
next time a virus shuts 
down the world.  Then, 
you just find new ways 
to volunteer.  My hus-
band now helps people 
in new and different 
ways.  I still read every 
book I can find.  What 
will keep you sane next 
time society pushes 
the reset button?  What 
is your escape?  What 
brings you joy?

Written by Krystal Greer 

INSPIRATION

What Brings You Joy?

MINDEN LIONS CLUB

Vice President of Police Jury Nick 
Cox Speaks at Lions Club

First Baptist Youth Group Helps 
Pick Up Debris from Storm

WILL PHILLIPS/MINDEN PRESS-HERALD

Vice President of the Police Jury, Lion Nick Cox, was the guest speaker for last week’s 
Minden Noon Lions Club. He spoke about what all the police jury does for our parish by 
serving as the legislative arm. The police jury is also responsible for maintaining numer-
ous properties such as the clerk of court’s office, district Attorney’s office, sheriff’s office 
and 9-1-1, just to name a few. Nick also provided an update on the landfill and the po-
tential sale of that property. He reminded the Lions that the police jury leases that space 
but does not own the landfill nor do they manage it. Finally, he spoke about the police 
jury’s shrinking annual budget and challenges they face prioritizing parish projects with 
decreasing tax revenue.

WILL PHILLIPS/MINDEN PRESS-HERALD

After the tornado came through Minden a few months back, some areas of the city had 

yet to be cleared of debris. In the neighborhood around 3rd Street in downtown Minden, 

this had posed a problem for the local residents as mice and other vermin were starting 

to make their home in the fallen limbs, with some venturing into the homes in the sur-

rounding area. After hearing about this problem, the First Baptist Youth Group rose to 

the occasion, dedicating their Saturday morning to help clear the limbs and other debris. 

FIRST BAPTIST YOUTH GROUP
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One year ago today, my 

left tibia, fibula, and ten ribs 

were shattered.  The accident 

ended my flirtation with two 

wheels instead of a safer four 

and now I’ve limited mobility.  

I can walk but not run, stoop 

but not jump, and when I’m 

down on the floor it’s more an 

ordeal to rise.  I question the 

adage what doesn’t kill you 

makes you stronger.  I’m not 

stronger and likely never will 

be.  Grateful yes.  Stronger no.

The titanium assembly I call 

The Other is unseen save for 

a protruding bump above the 

screw beneath my kneecap.  

The surgeon says they could 

cut that out but I tremble at 

the thought of doing time 

again at LSU Ochsner.  I de-

clined as forcibly as I did after 

a subepithelial gum graft in 

Missouri when the periodon-

tist suggested a follow up pro-

cedure.  Once fearless in the 

dental chair after years of or-

thodontia in the days of bands 

surrounding and cemented to 

the teeth and medieval liga-

ture wires tightened monthly, 

the gum graft shook my con-

fidence.  

I walk but I toddle like the 

Frankenstein monster.  I don’t 

have to wield a cane but it 

helps.  I move faster with it, 

a third appendage propelling 

me along.  Slopes and hills 

prove challenging.  I work my 

new job without my cane.  I 

don’t want the supervisors ac-

cusing my pharmacist friend 

who helped me attain the po-

sition of foisting a crippled 

guy on them.

Yet the VA hospital is a 

place I can limp without feel-

ing self-conscious.  Many 

veterans there walk impaired.  

They might assume I was in-

jured in Desert Storm and 

never suspect it was an acci-

dent less noble than military 

service.  Before working at 

the VA, the closest I came to 

serving our country 

was signing up for 

Selective Service 

at the Warrensburg, 

Missouri post office 

when I turned 18 in 

1980.

I tried to shoot a 

basketball this summer and 

discovered if you can’t jump, 

you can’t perform a jump 

shot.  I was never Ray Allen 

or Steph Curry, but I could 

launch something besides a 

set shot.  Now I cannot.  It’s 

humbling.

Tai Chi Chuan is now ago-

nizing.  Placing all the weight 

on my left leg for even mere 

seconds is not negotiable.  

Walking the mile around my 

block has too many hills for 

me on foot since I was hit by a 

truck on my block.  Now this 

sedentary creature has only 

the speed bag for exercise.  

That’s not working my legs.  

So, I reupped at the Minden 

Rec Center after a five-year 

hiatus and now swim laps.

The Lawn-Boy mower has 

stayed out of the shop this 

year but can sometimes be a 

struggle to start.  It’s thrown 

tread from a back wheel like a 

16-wheeler on the interstate.  I 

can mow the straightaway but 

ditches are no longer accessi-

ble.  Uneven terrain is painful 

for this pedestrian.  My neigh-

bors Patony and stepdaughter 

Amanda take pity on me and 

help cut my grass.  They’ve 

posh riding mowers.  I hate to 

impose but secretly hate even 

more to mow.  It was a swel-

tering unpleasant chore even 

in the days of two good legs.

Amanda brought me a shirt 

from her birthday 

vacation to the Do-

minican Republic.  

It says Punta Cana 

which translates to 

either point of the 

cane if spelled with 

the diacritic tilde or 

point of the grey hair, each fit-

ting for me.

As useful as the point of the 

cane grounding and balanc-

ing me is the hooking handle.  

I’m not a tall man and happily 

discovered the curved top of 

the cane allows me to reach 

items on high shelves and pull 

them down.  I can also hook 

and scoot boxes across the 

floor rather than bending and 

lifting.  A cane is like a pock-

et knife.  Most people don’t 

carry them but those who do 

come to regard them as indis-

pensable accessories.  Canes 

are very handy for tasks be-

sides walking.

When you haven’t a place 

to store your cane, it hangs 

from the back of your shirt 

collar parallel to your spine.  

My wife Lisa likes this look 

even less than me carrying the 

cane.  But don’t knock it un-

til you’ve tried it.  Perhaps I 

should strap on a quiver and 

carry multiple walking aids.  

The cane is my favorite but I 

also utilize a gnarled walking 

stick and a shillelagh club.  I 

fancy myself a dashing figure 

carrying an Irish cudgel.  

My brother Eric insists I 

need a sword cane.  That’s a 

new category of conceal and 

carry.  Louisiana Republi-

cans would allow it.  Gover-

nor John Bel Edwards might 

require I take a class.  Wacky 

Accessory Swordplay and the 

Element of Surprise.  That’s 

a diploma and permit worth 

framing.

I disappoint some motor-

cyclists who want me to get 

back on the horse.  I doubt if 

I’ve the left foot strength and 

dexterity to even shift gears.  

Other riders are either braver 

or foolhardier than me.  Some 

have described past mishaps 

yet they got back on their mo-

torbikes.  Mine was totaled in 

the accident sparing me the 

unpleasant task of disposing 

of the dangerous Harley.  Yet 

I do miss waving at other mo-

torcyclists in oncoming lanes, 

signaling with two fingers 

towards the pavement sig-

nifying we always keep two 

wheels on the road.

Humans have a narrow 

temperature comfort range as 

did the Harley Sportster.  The 

desirable degrees for the mo-

torcycle did not match mine.  

What I regarded as brutal sum-

mer heat it found seasonable 

for running.  What I regarded 

crisp and pleasant it found 

reason to protest starting and 

warming up.  But there were 

occasional Goldilocks days I 

remember fondly the bike and 

me found mutually satisfy-

ing in riding around Minden.  

Then I had a wreck and lie in 

the ditch with a twisted foot 

and struggling for air.

Never take symmetry for 

granted.  The Other is no lon-

ger excruciating but always 

lets me know it’s there to stay.  

It keeps the left knee from 

achieving the bend angle of its 

right counterpart.  I’m always 

aware there is more inside one 

leg than the other.  Discomfort 

surfaces in no predictable pat-

tern.  Some days it’s the knee.  

Others the back of the calf.  

Maybe even the right foot 

under protest I’m placing too 

much weight starboard to ease 

the burden on the portside.

Better it happened to me 

than my grandson.  I could 

foresee an alternate timeline 

when Mason turns 18 and 

66 years old me gives him 

the motorcycle.  Then injury 

might’ve come his way in-

stead.  Or early death.  

Many commented I was 

lucky to be alive.  I never felt 

my life was at risk.  I believed 

I could beat the pickup truck 

to the desired right lane as-

phalt.  At worse, he would clip 

me which is precisely what 

happened.  But as a physical 

therapist said, “You’re lucky 

you didn’t lose your leg.”  

This I believed a strong pos-

sibility.  If I made Mason into 

Captain Ahab, I could never 

forgive myself.

I still admire beautiful mo-

torcycles.  One day I’ll hobble 

around a showroom floor and 

deflect the queries of sales-

people with a “Just looking.”  

That’s safer than riding.

Dirk Ellingson is a minden, la 

resident and is currently a pharmacy 

technician at Overton Brooks VA Hospi-

tal in Shreveport

STRANGER FROM A STRANGE LAND

DIRK ELLINGSON

Bad Leg Anniversary
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Parish teams primed for Friday scrimmages

PRESS-HERALD FILE PHOTO 
Junior running back Daylen Robinson (4) and the Minden Crimson Tide will scrimmage against Benton at 6 p.m. today.

BY T. SCOTT BOATRIGHT
Minden Press-Herald

Prep football fans can 
get an appetizing taste 
of the upcoming season 
this weekend as parish 
teams hit the gridiron to-
day to scrimmage oppos-
ing teams in preparation 
for the upcoming season.

All four scrimmages 
played by parish teams 
will begin at 6 p.m. today.

Minden will face an 
opposing team for the 
first time since falling 
to Minden in the quar-
terfinals of the Class 4A 
playoffs last season as 
the Crimson Tide play at 
Benton on Friday night.

“It seems like we’ve 
made some progress 
this week,” said Minden 
coach Spencer Heard. 
“That’s in all three phases. 
The special teams units 
are starting to come to-
gether. It looks like we’ve 
improved offensively 
and the little details are 
starting to come togeth-
er. We’re just ready to get 
to Friday night.

“The kids are ready for 
it. They look forward to 
playing somebody else. 
They get tired of hitting 
each other, of course, 
and are definitely look-
ing forward to it and 
ready to play.”

Heard says he sees the 
scrimmage as a teaching 
tool.

“My thing with the 
scrimmage is that there’s 
going to be some mis-

takes,” Heard said. “But 
we’ll be able to get some 
field on it and go back 
and look at it with the 
kids and let them learn 
from it and hopefully im-
prove from doing that.”

Glenbrook, which has 
moved to the Louisiana 
High School Athletic As-
sociation this season, 
will scrimmage a familiar 
foe as the Apaches will 
host Arkansas’s Parkers 
Chapel.

The Apaches defeated 
the Trojans in game two 
last season by the score 
of 48-29.

“We’ve played the last 
two seasons — they beat 
us the first year and we 
beat them over there last 
year,” said Apaches head 
coach David Feaster. 
“That’s going to make it 
extra special for a scrim-
mage and we’re excited 
about starting the season 
that way. 

Lakeside will scrim-
mage at home as the 
Warriors play host to the 
Lakeside Sailors.

“It’ll be good to see 
where we stand at this 
point in the preseason 
as the actual season gets 
closer to starting,” said 
Warriors coach Mike 
Santelices.

Class 3A North Web-
ster will receive an early 
test as the Knights scrim-
mage at Class 2A 2021 
semifinalist Mangham 
tonight.

“We’re just looking 
forward to facing an-

LHSAA sets new guidelines to deal 
with COVID during football season
T. SCOTT BOATRIGHT
Minden Press-Herald

As COVID-19 cases con-
tinue surging in the Bay-
ou State, the Louisiana 
High School Athletics As-
sociation has revamped 
protocols dealing with 
handling the coronavirus 
pandemic.

The LHSAA has issued 
a memorandum saying 
that high school sports 
teams in Louisiana will 
be required to forfeit 

games if they are unable 
to because of COVID-19.

In the memorandum 
sent to all LHSAA mem-
ber school coaches, 
athletics directors, prin-
cipals and superinten-
dents on Aug. 2 and me-
dia members on Aug. 10, 
the organization stated 
that "Any/all reasons that 
may occur as it relates 
to COVID that prevents 
your school(s) not to ful-
fill a regular and/or post-
season game, contest, 

match or meet will result 
in a forfeiture."

Last school year prep 
football teams were giv-
en a no contest in games 
that were canceled due 
to COVID-19 related rea-
sons unless it was a play-
off game.

In that case the contest 
became a forfeit.

Teams also were re-
quired to play at least 
four games in order to be 
eligible for postseason 
play.

other team and other 
faces and seeing how far 
we’ve come and how far 
we need to go before the 
season starts,” said North 
Webster coach John 
Ware.

Tennis Techsters finalize 2021-22 roster
Press-Herald Sports Service

RUSTON — Louisiana 
Tech head coach Amanda 
Stone finalized the 2021-
22 tennis roster on Friday 
with the signing of stand-
out players Emma Eerola 
and Olga Bienzobas. 

 Eerola, a 5-foot-5-inch 
right-hander from Tam-
pere, Finland, and Bien-
zobas, a 5-foot-5-inch 
right-hander from San 
Sebastian, Spain, join fel-
low signees Najah Daw-

son and Ana Rodrigues 
to round out the added 
pieces to the team.

 "We are so happy to 
welcome Emma and Olga 
to the team," said Stone, 
who enters her sixth sea-
son at the helm.  "Along 
with Ana and Najah, this 
is the most talented class 
we have brought in to 
date."

 Eerola comes to Ruston 
with a career-high UTR 
(Universal Tennis Rat-
ing) of 10.08.  Ranked No. 

1 in her country for U18 
and as high as No. 4 for 
all women, she has dom-
inated the courts by being 
a three-time U18 Finnish 
champion in singles as 
well as an U18 Finnish 
champion in doubles in 
2019.  

 Bienzobas is a trans-
fer, having spent this past 
season as a freshman at 
the University of Missou-
ri where she played at 
the No. 4, No. 5 and No. 6 
spots in singles.

Wolves' opener against Caddo Magnet Middle School canceled
Webster Parish Junior High’s 

season didn’t begin as planned 
as Tuesday night’s season opener 
slated at home against Caddo Mag-

net Middle School was canceled.
A post on the Webster Junior 

High School’s Facebook page said 
the game was canceled because 

Caddo Magnet was “following 
COVID protocols.

— T. Scott Boatright



Press Herald Sports Service

RUSTON  — Iron sharp-
ens iron.

That is one of the many 
mantras of the Louisiana 
Tech football team this 
season. Just as the Bull-
dogs are competing on 
the field to become better 
individually, they are also 
working to make each 
other better.

Tech fans need to look 
no further than the 'Dogs 
in the trenches as the of-
fensive and defensive 
linemen compete on ev-
ery play.

"Even when you are in 
shells going against each 
other, upfront they are 
still banging every play," 
said Tech head coach Skip 
Holtz. "Those guys take a 
beating upfront. Camp is 
a wear and tear physically 
on those guys. I'm really 
proud of the communica-
tion, the attitude, the work 
ethic and the way they are 
working together. They are 
trying to beat each other, 
but they are also trying to 
make this football team 
better. I really like the 
things they are doing right 
now."

The offensive line is 
made up of just as many 
newcomers as returners 
on the 2021 roster. Head-
lining the o-line returners 
are juniors Abraham Del-
fin and Joshua Mote. The 
duo started in all 10 games 
of the 2020 season at right 
guard and left guard, re-

spectively.
"We've been doing great 

and have been getting 
better day by day," Delfin 
said. "We've focused on 
one thing at a time. We 
look at the film and then 
come back and do the 
same thing over and over 
again. We're stacking days 
on top of each other to try 
and get better and better."

Delfin, a native of 
Plaquemine, was named 
to the Conference USA 
Preseason Academic 
Watch List, while Mote, 

an Oak Grove native, was 
named to the C-USA Pre-
season and the Wuerffel 
Trophy watch lists. The 
pair were part of an of-
fensive front that ranked 
first in C-USA and second 
in the FBS in fourth down 
conversions at 88.9 per-
cent (16-of-18). 

They helped the offense 
rank fourth in C-USA and 
53rd in the FBS in red 
zone offense at 84.6 per-
cent (33-of-39). Delfin 
and Mote assisted the of-
fense in averaging 315.8 

yards of total offense, in-
cluding a 216.6 passing 
yard average and a 99.2 
rushing yard average.

Delfin and Mote are 
joined in the meeting 
room by five returning let-
termen in sophomore Bi-
ron Rossell, redshirt fresh-
man Jonah Brewster, and 
freshmen Bert Hale, Ray 
Kelly and Dakota White. 
White started in three 
games at left tackle in the 
2020 campaign and was 
named to the Conference 
USA all-Freshman Team.

Redshirt freshman Brett 
Pope and freshman Jerren 
Gilbert also return from 
the 2020 squad.

Along with the nine 
Bulldog returners, there 
are also nine new faces 
joining the offensive line 
this season. Tech added 
three graduate transfers in 
Chris Fournier (Lehigh), 
Kellton Hollins (TCU) 
and Samuel Williams 
(ULM), as well as a pair 
of transfers in John Bold-
ing (ULM) and Demarcus 
Gordon (Copiah-Lincoln 
CC).

 "Obviously, Mote and 
Abe are two staples that 
played every down for 
us last year," Holtz said. 
"Those two guys are real-
ly doing a good job. I'm 
pleased with Biron Ross-
ell, Kellton Hollins, Sam-
uel Williamson and Chris 
Fournier. They are really 
doing a nice job. Dakota 
White is doing a nice job. 
Jerren Gilbert is starting 
to get a lot of reps. They're 
getting a lot of work. The 
more work, the better they 
get because they want to 
be good and they're work-
ing at it. If they continue 
to do that, we're going to 
have a chance upfront on 
both sides of the ball."

Louisiana Tech brought 
in an additional four 
freshmen on the offensive 
line in Kenneth Bannister, 
Erron Bean, Carson Bruno 
and Gavin Soniat.

The other side of the line 
of scrimmage is a different 

story as the defensive line 
returns 16 Bulldogs while 
adding just three new-
comers.

"Willie Baker is really 
coming back strong and 
getting a lot of reps," Holtz 
said. "Deshon Hall is do-
ing good. Up on the de-
fensive line, we just have 
a lot of bodies. Ben Bell 
and Kershawn Fisher are 
having really good camps. 
Keivie Rose quietly does 
his job every day. I like the 
depth and the way those 
guys are coming together."

Tech returns three of 
its four starters on the 
defensive line from the 
2020 season in senior Eric 
Kendzior, sophomore 
Deshon Hall and redshirt 
freshman Keivie Rose. 
The only defensive starter 
from the 2020 campaign 
not returning this season 
is defensive lineman Mil-
ton Williams, who was se-
lected as the 73rd overall 
pick by the Philadelphia 
Eagles in the 2021 NFL 
Draft.

 "The D-line is coming 
together nicely this fall 
camp," Hall said. "It's go-
ing to be a strength for 
us. We have a lot of young 
guys in the room and ev-
erybody is stepping into 
place. 

"The older guys in the 
room are doing a great job 
of leading the young guys. 
Right now, we're getting 
after the pass and that's 
going to be a strength for 
us this year."
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BY T. SCOTT BOATRIGHT
Minden Press Herald

Grambling State Uni-
versity’s football team 
again had to face its big-
gest foe of the 2021 pre-
season Wednesday night 
as Mother Nature lashed 
out at the Tigers once 
again.

And this time, the age-
old phrase was proven 
wrong as lightning did 
strike twice.

For a second consecu-
tive night, a strong thun-
derstorm chased the Ti-
gers off the turf of Eddie 
G. Robinson Stadium 
earlier than scheduled. 
While GSU completed a 
good portion of Tuesday’s 
scheduled practice, the 
Tigers weren’t very far 
into Wednesday’s workout 
before head coach Brod-
erick Fobbs had to start 
barking for them to move 
inside in a hurry.

“It’s part of it,” Fobbs 

said as he watched his 
players jog up the ramp 
from the bottom of the 
stadium to the GSU locker 
room. “We normally wait 
about 15 minutes or so 
and if it doesn’t pass we 
call it a day.”

Wednesday’s storm was 
still just ramping up 15 
minutes later, ending the 
Tigers’ hopes of being able 
to return to the field and 
complete the practice.

“It is what it is,” Fobbs 
said.

Fobbs said that while 
he never likes losing prac-
tice time, he wasn’t overly 
concerned. He’s also had 
to watch his G-Men face 
Mother Nature’s blistering 
heat multiple times in ear-
lier workouts.

“We’ll be all right,” 
Fobbs said. “We were able 
to get out and do a little in 
it before it hit, so we’ll be 
all right.”

Watching his Tigers 
practice in full pads, Fobbs 

got to see his offense pro-
duce some big plays early 
on in Wednesday’s prac-

tice and had moved to the 
kickoff coverage portion 
of the workout when he 

had to send them off the 
field.

“We’re still making 

progress, and that’s all 
that really matters at this 
point,” Fobbs said.

Storms shut down G-Men for second night

T. SCOTT BOATRIGHT/MINDEN PRESS-HERALD
Pictured is the wall cloud of the thunderstorm heading in Wednesday that put an early end to Grambling State 
University's football practice. It was the second straight day storms forced the G-Men off the practice field due 
to heavy lightning.

Bulldogs prepping for trench warfare

PHOTO COURTESY OF LA TECH STRATEGIC COMMUNICATIONS
Louisiana Tech defensive linemen (blue jerseys) line up for a play during a recent 
preseason practice session for the Bulldogs.

LSU defense dominates during preseason intrasquad game
Press-Herald Sports Services

BATON ROUGE — 
LSU’s defense, in partic-
ular that of the defensive 
line, shined in the first 
preseason game of camp 

for the Tigers Saturday af-
ternoon in Tiger Stadium.

Saturday’s scrimmage 
was the first of two for the 
Tigers before opening the 
season on Sept. 4 against 
UCLA in the Rose Bowl in 

Pasadena, California. LSU 
will scrimmage again next 
Saturday in Tiger Stadium 
before holding a simulat-
ed game last weekend.

“It was an outstanding 
day,” said LSU coach Ed 

Orgeron. “I thought our 
coaches did a tremen-
dous job of getting our 
guys ready.

Offensively, the Tigers 
emphasized first, second 
and third down along 

with work in the red zone. 
Orgeron said next week 
the Tigers will focus on 
short-yardage, goal line 
and the two-minute drill.

Sophomore quarter-
back Max Johnson com-

pleted 11-of-19 passes for 
127 yards and a touch-
down, while true fresh-
man Garrett Nussmeier 
connected on 11-of-17 
passes for 225 yards and 
three scores.



Good News Send us your news
newsroom@press-herald.com

GOOD NEWS

With summer winding 

down and the first ‘touch-

es’ of fall greeting us early 

in the morning, it is kind 

of sad to know another 

summer is closing her 

doors and shutting the 

blinds on special memo-

ries that come with sum-

mer vacations, no school, 

but church camps and 

VBS, as well as just having 

some lazy days. Remem-

ber the ole song – Roll 

out those lazy, hazy, crazy 

days of summer...”?  Well, 

right now we are roll-

ing them up and putting 

them away for another 

season. Of course, today’s 

children look differently 

at summer that we did as 

youth.

Last night how many 

children played with a 

handful of lightening 

bugs in a jar? ‘On and off, 

on and off’ they would 

show their lights. When 

did you last see someone 

tie a string around a June-

bug, letting it fly around 

like a bird on a string? 

What child can say they 

have ridden a ‘flying-jen-

ny’? A long 1 x 12 (I think) 

was nailed to a stump, 

each side being balanced.  

A little “give” around the 

large nail through the 

center of the 

board allowed 

the ‘jenny’ to 

go round and 

round when 

pushed. With 

a child on each 

end of the 

board and a 

strong ‘push-

er’ to get up 

speed, we had great fun 

going round and round...

until someone fell off or 

the pusher gave out of 

breathe.

Other favorites were 

the see-saw and swing 

(old tire hanging by rope 

from a tree limb in the 

yard). Each boy had an 

old worn auto tire which 

he would ‘drive’ around 

the yard, pretending they 

were our cars. We played 

‘baseball’ with a sock-

ball, make from an old 

sock with a rock in the 

center, padded to make 

a firm ball.  Yes fun was 

cheap and easy to design 

to our interest.

“Tom-walkers’ made 

with saplings 

cut to size with 

wedges nailed to 

the side (evenly 

matched) so one 

could hold on 

and walk (stilts) 

depending on 

balance. Well, at 

least it was fun 

trying.  We had 

a community bike (that 

means all seven kids 

shared it). But by the 

time #6 & 7 got to it, the 

chain needed daily re-

pairs or one of the tires 

was always flat. So, our 

next choice was to curl 

up into an old tractor tire 

(caisson, we called them). 

Someone would give you 

a good push and there the 

tire would fly down the 

hill, gaining speed as it 

bounced along until it hit 

a tree!. Younger children 

had their own ‘autos’ that 

sputtered along. Actually, 

it was a syrup-bucket lid 

nailed to a broom handle. 

Push it along and give it 

the ‘buennnning’ sound, 

and you were in busi-

ness. Those without one 

of these fancy cars, more 

than likely, had a broom-

stick pony to ride.  Yes, 

those were special days 

on the farm as we passed 

away time on those long 

hot summer days and 

evenings. 

The ole swimming hole 

was a favorite in the heat 

of summer. Turkey Creek 

was a couple of miles 

from our back pasture…

just 30 minutes from 

home. Often we had to 

‘run the snakes’ from the 

swimming area before 

shed our clothes and took 

a muddy dip. But all good 

things must come to an 

end. Soon, we could feel 

the shift in the weather, 

the shortening of days 

and the cotton began to 

whiten the fields. Time 

to put the overalls on and 

get on the school bus! 

How we made it 

through those summers 

– with all the field work, 

farm duties, make-your-

own recreation activities 

– can be described only 

this way: “the Good Lord 

had His eye on us all the 

way”. We all can testify 

about His goodness, love 

and forgiving spirit! And 

as the seasons of life pass, 

we become more aware 

of God’s great love and 

His provisions for us.

The world is different 

these days. The virus has 

caused a lot of changes in 

every way we ‘do life.’ The 

only constant seems to be 

God’s Love!  That is why 

my prayer today is sim-

ply this:  ”May the words 

of my mouth and the 

meditation of my heart 

be pleasing in Your sight, 

O Lord, my Rock and my 

Redeemer.” (Psalms 19: 

14). 

This is a good time to 

put our school adminis-

trators, teachers, bus driv-

ers, and custodians on 

our prayer list. They are 

such an important part of 

our children’s foundation 

as they progress through 

school. Have you consid-

ered a weekly prayer walk 

or prayer drive around a 

school near you this fall? 

What about a note to your 

children’s teachers or 

principal to encourage 

them? Some cookies or 

apples for the teachers’ 

lounge would be a wel-

comed gesture I am sure. 

As we end the summer 

and turn our attention 

to school and related ac-

tivities, may we focus on 

our long list of blessings 

of the summer and our 

hopes and prayers for the 

future? 

Bill Crider is Chaplain of 

Minden Medical Center

Bill Crider

“He made of no effect the law 
consisting of commands and 
expressed in regulations, so 
that He might create in Him-
self one new man from the two, 
resulting in peace.” Ephesians 
2:15  HCSB 

 

Jesus’ perfect holy life and 
sacrificial death on the cross fulfilled 
and satisfied the requirements of jus-
tice in God’s Law.  By His death on the 
cross, Jesus nullified, made of no effect, 
removed, and abolished the need for the 
Jewish religious regulations.  These cer-
emonial customs were a cause for hos-

tilities and enmity between Jews 
and Gentiles.  Once bitter ra-
cial enemies, Jews and Gentiles 
could now be peacefully recon-
ciled into one new body through 
faith in Christ. 

 

Lord Jesus, having been saved 
by Your grace through faith, I 

have peace with God.  Help me now to 
live in peace with other believers in Your 
church.

Max Hutto is a Baptist Minister and a 
resident of Minden.  More information can 

be found at www.upwardlook.org.

THE UPWARD LOOK

Max Hutto

At Peace In Christ 

THE SUMMERS OF YESTERDAY
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CROSSWORD 

CRYPTOQUIP On This Day In History
1993 Oslo accords nego-
tiations conclude
The negotiations for 
the Oslo Accords were 
concluded at the Fafo 
Institute in Oslo. The 
agreement was between 
Israel and the Palestine 
Liberation Organization. 
The accords, that were 
eventually signed in 
Washington D.C. set up 
the Palestinian Authority 
and gave it governing 
powers over the Gaza 
Strip and the West Bank.

1988 The Iran-Iraq War 
comes to an end after 7 
years
The deadly convention-
al war between the two 
Middle Eastern countries 
began when Iraq invaded 
Iran on September 22, 
1980.

1975 Viking 1 is 
launched by NASA using 

See, HISTORY, Page 12

FUN & GAMES
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SUDOKU

SAM AND SILO | JERRY DUMAS MOTHER GOOSE & GRIMM | MIKE PETERS

HI AND LOIS | BRIAN WALKER, GREG WALKER AND CHANCE BROWNE HAGAR THE HORRIBLE | CHRIS BROWNE

BEETLE BAILEY | MORT & GREG WALKER FUNKY WINKERBEAN | TOM BATIUK

BABY BLUES | RICK KIRKMAN AND JERRY SCOTT BLONDIE | DEAN YOUNG AND JOHN MARSHALL

COMICS 

a Titan launch vehicle
It became the first 
space probe to suc-
cessfully land on 
Mars.

1960 Senegal with-
draws from the Mali 
Federation
Senegal withdrew 
from the Mali Federa-
tion, a year after its es-
tablishment. Léopold 
Senghor became the 
first president of Sene-
gal a month later.

1940 Leon Trotsky is 
attacked in Mexico
Russian revolutionary 
and founder of the Red 
Army, Leon Trotsky 
was attacked in his 
home by an under-
cover agent of the 
Peoples Commissariat 
for Internal Affairs or 
N.K.V.D. He died a 
day later due to the in-
juries sustained during 
the attack.

Continued from Page 12
HISTORYWORD SLEUTH
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Classified 
Rates

Pricing is easy!

$7.75
Per Day - Up to 20 

words! Additional words 
are only 30 cents more!

Garage Sales
No word limit.

$11
One Day

$16.50
Two Days

Receive a FREE Garage Sale Kit 
with your two day ad!

*Garage Sale ads must be prepaid.

Deadlines
Ads

Line ads must be submitted 
by noon the day before 

publication. Display ads two 
days prior to publication.

Public Notices
Public notices must be submitted 
two days prior to publication date 
depending on the length. Notices 
may be emailed to classifieds@

press-herald.com

Payments
Cash, Checks, Billing

Real Estate Notice
“All real estate advertised herein is 

subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise any 

preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 

handicap, familial status, or national 
origin, or intention to make any such 

preference, limitation, or discrimination. 
We will not knowingly accept any 

advertising for real estate, which is in 
violation of  the law. All persons are 
hereby informed that all dwellings 

advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

Grow Your 
Business

Call to place your ad!

PLACE 
YOUR AD 
TODAY!
377-1866

Classified line ads are published Tuesday through Saturday in the Minden Press-Herald, Bossier Press-Tribune and online at www.press-herald.com

PLACE YOUR AD TODAY
classifieds@press-herald.com
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Classifieds

NOTICE TO THE 
PUBLIC

  
 NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN THAT THE 
ASSESSMENT 
LISTS HAVE BEEN 
PREPARED SHOWING 
THE ASSESSMENT 
OF ALL REAL AND 
PERSONAL PROPERTY 
IN AND FOR THE 
PARISH OF WEBSTER. 
THE SAID LISTINGS 
WILL BE EXPOSED 
IN THE ASSESSOR’S 
OFFICE FOR PUBLIC 
INSPECTION AND 
CORRECTION FOR A 
PERIOD OF 15 DAYS 
BEGINNING THE 1ST 
DAY OF SEPTEMBER 
2021.
   ANY TAXPAYER 
DESIRING TO EXAMINE 
HIS/HER ASSESSMENT 
IS REQUIRED TO CALL 
THE ASSESSOR’S 
OFFICE DURING THE 
SAID 15 DAY PERIOD.
   THE BOARD OF 
REVIEW WILL MEET 
OCTOBER 5 2021, AT 
11:00 AM. APPEALS 
MUST BE SUBMITTED 
TO THE BOARD OF 
REVIEW, EITHER BY 
CERTIFIED MAIL OR 
HAND DELIVERED, AT 
LEAST 7 DAYS PRIOR 
TO ACTUAL BOARD OF 
REVIEW HEARING DATE 
WHICH IS BY 
SEPTEMBER 28, 2021.

DENISE G. EDWARDS, 
CLA
ASSESSOR OF 
WEBSTER PARISH

August 13, 2021
August 20, 2021
Minden Press-Herald

SHERIFF’S SALE 

PENNYMAC LOAN 
SERVICES, LLC
VS.
PHILLIP MOORE A/K/A 
PHILLIP LEONARD 
MOORE AND MIGUEL 
A. BALTIERRA, AS 
TRUSTEE FOR THE 
P1004155423W TRUST, 
A LAND TRUST

In the Twenty-Sixth 
Judicial District Court 
of Webster Parish, 
Louisiana, No. 79098

  By virtue of a WRIT OF 
SEIZURE AND SALE 
issued out of the Twenty-
Sixth Judicial District 
Court of Webster Parish, 
Louisiana, in the above 
styled and numbered 
suit and to me directed, 
I have seized and taken 
into my possession and 
will offer for sale at public 
auction to the last and 
highest bidder for cash 
WITHOUT the benefit 
of appraisement and 
according to law at the 
principal front door of the 
Courthouse in the City of 
Minden, Webster Parish, 
Louisiana on
WEDNESDAY, August 
25, 2021, 
During the legal sale 
hours, the following 
property, to wit:

ALL THAT PARCEL 
OF LAND IN WESTER 
PARISH, STATE OF 
LOUISIANA, AS MORE 
FULLY DESCRIBED 
IN DEED BOOK 1057, 
PAGE 566, ID# 130647, 
BEING KNOWN AND 
DESIGNATED AS LOT 
4, 5, 6, PARKSIDE 
LANDING, UNIT 2, FILED 
IN PLAT BOOK 4, PAGE 
48; subject to restrictions, 
servitudes, rights-of-way 
and outstanding mineral 
rights of record affecting 
the property.

That certain 
manufactured/mobile 
home situated on 
the above described 
property, being a 2008 
Waverlee Homes, Model 
- Waverlee 3270, Serial 
No. 17L11369X/U, HUD 

No. NTA145106/7, which 
said manufactured 
home/mobile home was 
immobilzed pursuant to 
Affidavit to Immobilize 
Manufactured/Modular 
Home dated February 6, 
2008 and filed for record 
as Instrument No. 501771 
of the records of Webster 
Parish, Louisiana. 

SOLD SUBJECT TO 
ANY SUPERIOR LIENS, 
MORTGAGES OR 
PRIVILEGES THERETO. 

   Said property seized is 
that of the defendant and 
will be sold to satisfy a 
judgment rendered in our 
Honorable Court. 

JASON R. PARKER 
Sheriff & Ex-Officio 

Auctioneer
Webster Parish, Louisiana 

Linda Vaughan - Deputy

July 23, 2021
August 20, 2021
Minden Press-Herald

SHERIFF’S SALE 

MIDFIRST BANK
VS.
NATALEE ANN BLAKE 
FARRINGTON, A/K/A 
NATALEE ANNE 
BLAKE FARRINGTON 
AND LANCE LAMAR 
FARRINGTON

In the Twenty-Sixth 
Judicial District Court 
of Webster Parish, 
Louisiana, No. CV78403

  By virtue of a WRIT OF 
SEIZURE AND SALE 
issued out of the Twenty-
Sixth Judicial District 
Court of Webster Parish, 
Louisiana, in the above 
styled and numbered suit 
and to me directed, I have 
seized and taken into my 
possession and will offer 
for sale at public auction 
to the last and highest 
bidder for cash WITH the 
benefit of appraisement 
and according to law at 
the principal front door 
of the Courthouse in the 
City of Minden, Webster 
Parish, Louisiana on
WEDNESDAY, September 
22, 2021, 
During the legal sale 
hours, the following 
property, to wit:

The West 173 feet of the 
Northwest quarter of 
the Northwest quarter 
of Section 15, Township 
23 North, Range 9 
West, Webster Parish, 
Louisiana, together 
with all structures and 
improvements located 
thereon.

SOLD SUBJECT TO 
ANY SUPERIOR LIENS, 
MORTGAGES OR 
PRIVILEGES THERETO. 
   Said property seized is 
that of the defendant and 
will be sold to satisfy a 
judgment rendered in our 
Honorable Court. 

JASON R. PARKER 
Sheriff & Ex-Officio 

Auctioneer
Webster Parish, Louisiana

 
Linda Vaughan - Deputy

August 20, 2021
September 17, 2021
Minden Press-Herald

Village of Dixie Inn
Regular Session
August 10, 2021

NOTICE: THESE 
MINUTES HAVE NOT 

BEEN FORMALLY 
APPROVED BY THE CITY 

COUNCIL.

The Mayor and Board 
of Aldermen for the 
Village of Dixie Inn met 
in regular session on 
August 10, 2021, at 5:00 
p.m. in the Village Hall, 
Dixie Inn, Louisiana with 
the following members 
present: Mayor Kay 
Hallmark-Stratton, 
Aldermen Donna Hoffoss, 
Judy McKenzie, and 
Lance Milligan.

The meeting was called to 
order and the invocation 
and pledge of allegiance 
were given.

There were no public 
comments.

Mayor Kay Hallmark-
Stratton asked to add 
to the agenda an item 
8E to discuss allowing 
Mayor Stratton to sign an 
agreement with Cothren, 
Graff, Smoak Engineering, 
Inc. for engineering 
services in relation to 
Delta Regional Authority 
Project (Equalization Tank 
for Wastewater Treatment 
Plant). A motion was 
made by Donna Hoffoss 
and seconded by Judy 
McKenzie to add item 
8E to the agenda. Vote 
on the motion was 
unanimous.  

Mayor Stratton asked 
to add to the agenda 
an item 8F to discuss 
allowing Mayor Stratton 
to sign a contract with the 
Division of Administration 
concerning FY 2020-2021 
CWEF grant (SCADA 
Mission Alert System 
on the Booster Station 
and Radio on Remote 
Well #3). A motion was 
made by Donna Hoffoss 
and seconded by Judy 
McKenzie to add item 
8F to the agenda. Vote 
on the motion was 
unanimous.  

Mayor Kay Hallmark-
Stratton welcomed 
guests.

A motion was made 
by Lance Milligan and 
seconded by Donna 
Hoffoss to adopt the 
minutes of the regular 
session of July 13, 2021, 
July 22, 2021, workshop, 
and the July 28, 2021, 
emergency phone 
message concerning 
Police Jury funds for 
mower replacement. 
Vote on the motion was 
unanimous.

Financial statements of all 
funds, including a current 
budget vs. actual, were 
presented. A motion was 
made by Donna Hoffoss 
and seconded by Lance 
Milligan to adopt all 
financial statements for 
July 2021. Vote on the 
motion was unanimous.

Department Reports:

Mike Chreene reported 
all is well with the water 
department.

Chief James Edwards 
reported the Dixie Inn 
Police Department will 
be hosting/sponsoring 
a Narcan Training class 
for Webster Parish 
Patrol Officers/Deputies 
on Tuesday, August 
31st, 2:00 p.m. and 
Wednesday, September 
1st, 2:00 p.m. Classes will 
be held at the Webster 
Parish Fire District 7 
station.

Mayor Kay Hallmark – 
Stratton reported she is 
working with Engineer 
Brad Graff on ARP 
Funding to update lift 
stations and additional 
equipment at the 
wastewater treatment 
plant.

New Business:

A motion was made 
by Judy McKenzie and 
seconded by Donna 
Hoffoss to award bid 
from TGS Contractors 
for DRA grant project 
WWTP Equalization Tank. 
Vote on the motion was 
unanimous.

A motion was made 
by Judy McKenzie and 
seconded by Donna 
Hoffoss to allow the 
Police Department to 
purchase two body 
shields instead of two 
new radar units as 
approved by council for 
purchase during the July 

Council meeting. Capital 
Outlay Budget would 
be amended to cover 
additional costs, if any, 
by using police savings 
or unreserved funds. 
Vote on the motion was 
unanimous. 

A motion was made 
by Lance Milligan and 
seconded by Judy 
McKenzie to accept 
Resolution #01-07282021 
requesting Police Jury 
funds to purchase 
zero-turn mower on July 
28, 2021 emergency 
phone message vote. 
Vote on the motion was 
unanimous.

A motion was made 
by Donna Hoffoss and 
seconded by Judy 
McKenzie to appoint 
Alderman Lance Milligan 
as the Village Broadband 
Internet Digital Navigator 
and a Broadband 
Stakeholders Team will be 
chosen to represent the 
Village of Dixie Inn. Any 
interested Villagers may 
participate on the team 
to help bring productive 
internet services to the 
Village.

A motion was made 
by Donna Hoffoss and 
seconded by Lance 
Milligan to allow Mayor 
Stratton to sign an 
agreement with Cothren, 
Graff, Smoak Engineering, 
Inc. for engineering 
services in relation to 
Delta Regional Authority 
Project (Equalization Tank 
for Wastewater Treatment 
Plant). Vote on the motion 
was unanimous.  

A motion was made 
by Lance Milligan and 
seconded by Donna 
Hoffoss to allow Mayor 
Kay Hallmark - Stratton 
to sign a contract with the 
Division of Administration 
concerning FY 2020-2021 
CWEF grant (SCADA 
Mission Alert System on 
the Booster Station and 
Radio on Remote Well 
#3). Vote on the motion 
was unanimous.  

Old Business:

Chief James Edwards 
reported he hopes to 
have more information on 
a new police department 
vehicle at the September 
14th Council Meeting.

The Suddenlink 
representative has 
reported to Mayor 
Stratton that Altice/
Suddenlink is in the 
design phase for internet 
service in the Village of 
Dixie Inn.  

Mayor Stratton reported 
that Brad Graff with 
Cothren, Graff, Smoak 
Engineering, Inc. has 
been notified of the 
Capital Outlay grant 
through FP&C for 
installing a generator 
for the Village Town Hall 
and Police Department. 
He will be requesting 
proposals soon.

There will be a workshop 
held on August 26, 
2021, at 5:00 p.m. to 
discuss Ordinance #38-C 
amendments concerning 
utilities.
There being no further 
business, a motion to 
adjourn was made by 
Judy McKenzie and 
seconded by Lance 
Milligan. Vote on the 
motion was unanimous.

ATTEST:
Kay Hallmark-Stratton
Mayor

August 20, 2021
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STATE OF LOUISIANA
PARISH OF WEBSTER
VILLAGE OF DIXIE INN 

RESOLUTION #01-
07282021

WHEREAS, the Village 

of Dixie Inn, Louisiana 
previously requested 
assistance from the 
Webster Parish Police 
Jury for drainage work 
south of the Village Hall, 
near the baseball field, 
and on Hallmark Street 
to Mason Street, and 
replace some regulatory 
signs, all located in Dixie 
Inn, Louisiana. 

WHEREAS, the Village 
of Dixie Inn would like 
to amend the previous 
Resolution #01-05112021 
to allow for purchase of 
a new EX-Mark zero-turn 
mower to be used to 
keep rights-of-ways and 
drainage areas mowed 
in Dixie Inn, Louisiana. 
This is due to the motor 
and hydraulics needing to 
be replaced on the 2012 
Ex-Mark mower.

WHEREAS the total 
project cost will be 
deducted from allotted 
annual municipality 
funding, and costs 
over the allotted annual 
municipality funding 
will be billed to the 
municipality, and 

WHEREAS, the 
total project cost is 
approximately $9000.00, 
and 

NOW THEREFORE 
BE IT RESOLVED, this 
resolution be adopted 
and sent to the Webster 
Parish Police Jury to be 
placed on the agenda 
prior to the Jury’s regular 
meeting in August 2021.

THUS, DONE UPON 
MOTION by Lance 
Milligan, duly seconded 
by Donna Hoffoss and 
carried, the foregoing 
resolution was adopted 
by the Village of Dixie 
Inn in an Emergency 
Phone Message Meeting 
convened on July 28, 
2021.

YEAS: 3 (Donna Hoffoss, 
Judy McKenzie, Lance 
Milligan)  NAYS: 0    
ABSTAIN: 0  ABSENT: 0
________________
Kay Hallmark-Stratton, 
Mayor

   I, Dana James, Clerk of 
the Village of Dixie Inn, 
do hereby certify that the 
above and foregoing is 
a true and correct copy 
of a resolution adopted 
by the Village of Dixie 
Inn in an Emergency 
Phone Message Meeting 
convened on July 28, 
2021.

   Given under my official 
signature and seal of 
office on this the 28th day 
of July 2021.		
_____________		
Dana James, Clerk
Village of Dixie Inn

August 20, 2021
Minden Press-Herald

Attorneys
Applying for Social 

Security Disability or 
Appealing a Denied 

Claim? Call Bill 
Gordon & Assoc., 

Social Security 
Disability Attorneys, 

1-844-883-2045 FREE 
Consultations. Local 
Attorneys Nationwide 

[Mail: 2420 N St 
NW, Washington 

DC. Office: Broward 
Co.(TX/NM Bar)] 

(LA-SCAN)

Attorneys
Applying for Social 

Security Disability or 
Appealing a Denied 

Claim? Call Bill 
Gordon & Assoc. 

Our case managers 
simplify the process 
& work hard to help 
with your case. Call 

1-844-883-2045 FREE 
Consultation. Local 

Attorneys Nationwide 
[Mail: 2420 N St NW, 

Washington DC. 
Office: Broward Co. 

FL (TX/NM Bar.)] 
(LA-SCAN)

Attorneys
Attention: Auto Injury 
Victims. If you have 
suffered a serious 
injury in an auto 

REQUEST FOR 
STATEMENTS OF 
QUALIFICATIONS 

FOR 
ENGINEERING 

SERVICES
The Cypress Water 
System is seeking 

the services 
of a qualified 

engineering firm to 
provide engineering 
and related services 

pertaining to 
the AMERICAN 

RESCUE PLAN ACT 
(ARPA) Program. 

The Cypress 
Water System 
is requesting 
Qualifications 
Statements 

from qualified 
engineering firms to 
provide engineering 

and related 
services for the 

eligible projects(s) 
funded through the 

ARPA Program. 
All responses will 
be evaluated in 

accordance with 
the selection 
criteria and 

corresponding 
point system 

which is identified 
in the Request 

for Qualifications 
(RFQ) package. The 

package may be 
obtained by email 
from jandwdean@

yahoo.com. 
Questions should 

be addressed 
to Jerry Dean at 
318-377-1298. 

Responses to this 
RFQ should be 

hand delivered and/
or mailed to Jerry 
Dean at Cypress 
Water System at 

543 Martha Woods 
Road, Heflin, LA 

71039. Responses 
to this RFQ must 
be received no 
later than 2:00 

pm on Thursday, 
August 19, 2021. 

The Cypress Water 
System is an 

Equal Opportunity 
employer. Small 
and/or minority 
owned firms, 

women’s business 
enterprises, 

and Section 3 
businesses are 
encouraged to 

participate.

LAWN SERVICE
Get the best lawn service 
with the cheapest prices.  

Call 
(318) 517-9347

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

August 20, 2021
Minden Press-Herald
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Come feed your soul in Louisiana with
a one-of-a-kind, close-to-home, far-from-ordinary
road trip you’ll never forget. Louisiana is a trip.
Plan one today with a wide collection of itineraries
at LouisianaIsATrip.com.

FEATURING: POVERTY POINT STATE PARK

accident, Call US! Our 
attorneys have the 

experience to get you 
the full compensation 

you deserve! Call 
Now: 1-877-920-9734 

(LA-SCAN)

Attorneys
Recently diagnosed 
with LUNG CANCER 
and 60+ years old? 
Call now! You and 
your family may 
be entitled to a 

SIGNIFICANT CASH 
AWARD. Call 1-888-
290-0193 today. Free 
Consultation. No Risk 

(LA-SCAN)

Attorneys
Were you an 

INDUSTRIAL or 
CONSTRUCTION 
TRADESMAN and 
recently diagnosed 

with LUNG CANCER? 
You and your family 
may be entitled to a 
SIGNIFICANT CASH 
AWARD. Call 1-855-

954-4792 for your risk 
free consultation 

(LA- SCAN)

Auction
JEFFERSON PARISH 

ONLINE VEHICLE 
AUCTION! Closes 

Sept. 7,
www.LSO.cc or 

www.LSA.cc. Ford 
Pickups, Utility Trks., 
Vans & SUV’s, Dodge 
Pickups & more! 7% 

BP. Burgess1361 
(LA-SCAN)

Business 
Opportunities

BECOME A 
PUBLISHED 
AUTHOR! We 
edit, print and 

distribute your work 
internationally. We do 

the work; you reap 
the REWARDS! Call 
for a FREE Author’s 

Submission Kit. 
1-877-287-9291 

(LA-SCAN)

Business 
Opportunities

Become a published 
author! Publication 

sold at all major 
secular & specialty 

Christian bookstores. 
Call Christian Faith 

Publishing for 
your FREE author 

submission kit. 1-877-
497-3255 (LA-SCAN)

Education
COMPUTER & 
IT TRAINING 

PROGRAM! Train 
ONLINE to get the 
skills to become a 
Computer & Help 
Desk Professional 
now! Grants and 

Scholarships 
available for certain 

programs for qualified 
applicants. Call CTI 

for details! 1
-855-471-2636 (M-F 

8am-6pm ET) 
(LA-SCAN)

Education
Flexible Healthcare 

Career Training, 
Medical Billing and 

Coding Program. Call 
Now For Information: 

1-866-746-4143 
(LA- SCAN)

Education
TRAIN Online To DO 
MEDICAL BILLING. 
Become a Medical 
Office Professional 
online at CTI! Get 
Trained, Certified 
& ready to work in 

months. Call 1-866-
350-4447. (M-F 8am-
6pm ET) (LA-SCAN)

Financial Services
ARE YOU BEHIND 
$10k OR MORE ON 
YOUR TAXES? Stop 
wage & bank levies, 

liens & audits, unfiled 
tax returns, payroll 
issues, & resolve 

tax debt FAST. Call 

1-855-832-2310 
(LA-SCAN)

Financial Services
Denied Credit?? 

Work to Repair Your 
Credit Report With 
The Trusted Leader 
in Credit Repair. Call 
Lexington Law for a 
FREE credit report 
summary & credit 

repair consultation. 
1-855-527-0217. John 

C. Heath, Attorney 
at Law, PLLC, dba 

Lexington Law Firm 
(LA-SCAN)

Financial Services
Over $10K in debt? 

Be debt free in 24-48 
months. Pay nothing 

to enroll. Call National 
Debt Relief at 1-855-
794-1033 (LA- SCAN)

Financial Services
SAVE YOUR 

HOME! Are you 
behind paying your 

MORTGAGE? Denied 
a Loan Modification? 

Threatened with 
FORECLOSURE? Call 

the Homeowner’s 
Relief Line now for 
HELP! 1-866-470-
1641 (LA-SCAN)

For Sale
Put on your TV Ears 

and hear TV with 
unmatched clarity. 

TV Ears Original were 
originally $129.95 
- NOW WITH THIS 

SPECIAL OFFER are 
only $59.95 with code 
MCB59! Call 1-855-
935-3524 (LA-SCAN)

Health and Wellness
ATTENTION 

DIABETICS! Save 
money on your 

diabetic supplies! 
Convenient home 

shipping for monitors, 
test strips, insulin 

pumps, catheters and 
more! To learn more, 
call now! 1-888-723-

9462 (LA-SCAN)

Health and Wellness
ATTENTION: OXYGEN 

USERS! The NEW 
Inogen One G5. 

1-6 flow settings. 
Designed for 24-hour 
oxygen use. Compact 
and Lightweight. Get 
a FREE Info kit today. 

1-855-874-9438 
(LA-SCAN)

Health and Wellness
Attention: Oxygen 

Users! Gain freedom 
with a Portable 

Oxygen Concentrator! 
No more heavy 

tanks and refills! 
Guaranteed Lowest 
Prices! Call Oxygen 
Concentrator Store: 

1-855-382-4168 
LA-SCAN)

Health and Wellness
Become a published 
author! Publications 

sold at all major 
secular & specialty 

Christian bookstores. 
CALL Christian 

Faith Publishing for 
your FREE author 

submission kit. 
1-877-497-3255 

(LA-SCAN)

Health and Wellness
FREE MEDICARE 

SUPPLEMENT 
QUOTES! Top 

Providers. Excellent 
Coverage. Call for no 
obligation quote to 
see how much you 

can save. 1-877-326-
0344 (LA-SCAN)

Health and Wellness
MobileHelp, 

America’s Premier 
Mobile Medical Alert 

System. Whether 
you’re home or away. 
For safety and peace 

of mind. NO LONG 
TERM CONTRACTS! 
Free Brochure! Call 
Today! 1-855-411-

0949 (LA-SCAN)

Health and Wellness
SelectQuote is 

dedicated to finding 
a Medicare plan right 

for you and your 
wallet. Call 1-844-

668-3694 today and 
receive a free quote 

from one of our 
multiple carriers 

(LA-SCAN)

Health and Wellness
Still paying too 
much for your 

MEDICATION? Save 
up to 90% on RX 

refill! Order today and 
receive free shipping 

on 1st order - 
prescription required. 
Call 1-855-978-2676 

(LA-SCAN)

Health and Wellness
Stroke and 

Cardiovascular 
disease are leading 

causes of death, 
according to the 
American Heart 

Association. 
Screenings can 
provide peace 

of mind or early 
detection! Contact 
Life Line Screening 

to schedule your 
screening. Special 
offer - 5 screenings 
for just $149. Call 
1-866-470-1458

 (LA-SCAN)

Health and Wellness
VIAGRA and CIALIS 

USERS! 50 Pills 
SPECIAL $99.00 

FREE Shipping! 100% 
guaranteed. CALL 
NOW! 1-855-403-
6345 (LA-SCAN)

Home and Garden
Eliminate gutter 

cleaning forever with 
LeafFilter, the most 

advanced debris 
blocking gutter 

protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter 

estimate today. Call 
1-866-846-0785 

(LA-SCAN)

Home Improvement
BATHROOM 

RENOVATIONS EASY 
ONE DAY updates! 

We specialize in safe 
bathing. Grab bars, 

no slip flooring & 
seated showers. Call 
for a FREE in-home 
consultation. 1-855-
238-1870 (LA-SCAN)

Home Improvement
GENERAC Standby 
Generators provide 

backup power during 
utility power outages, 

so your home and 
family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare 

now. Free 7-year 
extended warranty 

($695 value!). Request 
a free quote today! 
Call for additional 

terms and conditions. 
1-888-718-6066 

(LA-SCAN)

Home Improvement
NEED NEW 

FLOORING? Call 
Empire Today to 
schedule a FREE 

in-home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. 

Call Today! 1-844-
275-9869 (LA-SCAN)

Home Improvement
The bathroom of your 
dreams for as little as 
$149per month! BCI 

Bath & Shower. Many 
options available. 
Quality materials 

& professional 
installation. Senior 

& Military Discounts 
Available. Limited 
Time Offer - FREE 

virtual in-home 
consultation now 

and SAVE 15%! Call 
Today! 1-866-806-
5009 (LA-SCAN)

Home Services

$59.99 per month 
DIRECTV Special. 

155+ Channels, HBO 
for 12 months and 3 
months of Premium 

Movie Channels! 
Whole Home GENIE 
HD DVR! Call Now! 

1-888-498-4312 (LA-
SCAN)

Home Services
AT&T TV - The Best 

of Live & On-Demand 
On All Your Favorite 
Screens. CHOICE 

Package, $64.99 per 
month plus taxes for 
12 months. Premium 

Channels at No 
Charge for One Year! 
Anytime, anywhere. 
Some restrictions 
apply. W/ith 24- 

month. agreement TV 
price higher in 2nd 

year. Regional Sports 
Fee up to $8.49 per 

month.is extra & 
applies. Call IVS 1

-833-317-1353 
(LA-SCAN)

Home Services
ATTENTION 

HOMEOWNERS! 
If you have water 

damage to your home 

and need cleanup 
services, call us! 

We’ll get in and work 
with your insurance 
agency to get your 
home repaired and 

your life back to 
normal ASAP! Call 

1-888-706-1445 
(LA-SCAN)

Home Services
BEST SATELLITE 

TV with 2 Year Price 
Guarantee! $59.99 

per month with 
190 channels and 
3 months FREE 
Premium Movie 

Channels! FREE next 
day installation! Call 

1-844-284-8095 
(LA-SCAN)

Home Services
DIRECTV - Every live 
football game, every 
Sunday - anywhere 
- on your favorite 

device. Restrictions 
apply. Call IVS - 1

-866-734-0452
 (LA-SCAN)

Home Services
DIRECTV for $69.99/

mo
for 12 months with 

CHOICE Package. 
Watch your favorite 

live sports, news 
& entertainment 

anywhere. One year 
of HBO Max FREE. 

Directv is #1 in 
Customer Satisfaction 
(JD Power & Assoc.) 
Call for more details! 

(some restrictions 
apply) Call 1-866-734-

0452 (LA- SCAN)

Home Services
DIRECTV NOW. No 
Satellite Needed. 

$40/month. 65 
Channels. Stream 

Breaking News, Live 
Events, Sports & On 
Demand Titles. No 

Annual Contract. No 
Commitment. CALL 

1-844-246-2428 
(LA-SCAN)

Home Services
DISH NETWORK 

$59.99 for 190 
Channels! Blazing 

Fast Internet, $19.99 
per month. (where 

available.) Switch & 
Get a FREE $100 Visa 
Gift Card. FREE Voice 

Remote. FREE HD 
DVR. FREE Streaming 

on ALL Devices. Call 
today! 1-855-654
-8207 (LA-SCAN)

Home Services
Earthlink High 

Speed internet. As 
Low As $14.95 per 

month (for the first 3 
months) Reliable High 

Speed Fiber Optic 
Technology. Stream 
Videos, Music and 
More! Call Earthlink 
Today! 1-866-794-
6858 (LA-SCAN)

Home Services
HughesNet - Finally, 
super-fast internet 

no matter where you 
live. 25 Mbps just 
$59.99 per month! 
Unlimited Data is 

Here. Stream Video. 
Bundle TV & Internet. 
Free Installation. Call 

1-855-723-9424 
(LA-SCAN)

Home Services
Secure your home 
with Vivint Smart 

Home technology. 
Call 1-888-894-0402 
to learn how you can 
get a professionally 

installed security 

system with $0 
activation (LA-SCAN)

Home Services
The weather 

is increasingly 
unpredictable. Be 

prepared for power 
outages. FREE 

7-Year extended 
warranty ($695 

value!) Schedule 
your FREE in-home 
assessment today! 

Call 1-888-718-6060. 
Special Financing for 
qualified customers. 

(LA- SCAN)

Home Services
Two great new offers 
from AT&T Wireless! 
Ask how to get the 
new iPhone 11 or 
Next Generation 
Samsung Galaxy 
S10e ON US with 
AT&T’s Buy one, 

Give One offer. While 
supplies last! CALL 

1-866-393-0713 
(LA-SCAN)

Home Services
Viasat Satellite 

Internet Up to 12 
mbps Plans Starting 

at $30 per month. Our 

Fastest Speeds (up to 
50mbps) & Unlimited 
Data Plans start at 

$100 per month. Call 
Viasat today! 

1-855-801-0860 
(LA-SCAN)

Insurance
ATTENTION SMALL 

BUSINESS OWNERS! 
Are you protected 
in case of property 
damage or if you 

have an interruption 
in service due to 
a property event? 
Business Owner 

Property insurance 
IS AFFORDABLE 

and WILL PROTECT 
YOU when the 

unexpected happens! 
For free quote, call 

1-877-370-3233 (M-F 
7:30am-9:30pm ET) 

(LA-SCAN)

Insurance
AUTO INSURANCE 
STARTING AT $49 
PER MONTH! Call 
1-844-430-4651 
for your free rate 

comparison to see 
how much you can 

save! 
(LA-SCAN)
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