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The Greater Minden 
Chamber recently hosted 
Steven Wagenspack, Pres-
ident of the Louisiana As-
sociation of Business and 
Industry, who came to in-
form local representatives 
and community leaders of 
some upcoming amend-
ments on the November 
ballot that will change the 
landscape of Louisiana’s 
taxes for businesses.

Ultimately, the goal be-
hind these amendments 
is to streamline Louisi-
ana’s tax collection pro-
cess as well as make the 
state more attractive to 
outside companies look-
ing to locate here.

“ C o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
Amendment number one 
deals with sales tax col-
lection. What it does not 
do is change rates, in-
crease rates, it doesn’t do 
anything to the amount 
of taxes you pay. What it 
does is change how it’s 

collected,” said Wagens-
pack.

Louisiana’s sales tax 
collection differs heavi-

ly from other states due 
to each parish being in 
charge of its own tax col-
lection. This poses a prob-

lem for businesses who 
make sales in multiple 
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The City of Minden’s 
Light and Water Depart-
ment will be abiding by 
new hours of op-
eration. Starting 
Monday, Oct. 25, 
the department’s 
main office will 
operate Monday 
through Friday 
from 8 AM to 3 PM. 
The drive-thru win-
dow will be open Mon-
day through Friday from 
8 AM to 4 PM.

These changes are a 
result of an employee re-
tirement and the city de-
ciding it would be best to 
leave the position vacant 
while operating with a 
reduced budget. 

“With the recent retire-
ment of an Employee in 
the light and water de-
partment, we are mak-
ing some changes to the 
hours of operation. As all 

of you know we 
are working on 
a 50% budget in 
all departments. 
Until we pass a 
budget we have 
chosen not to 
replace this po-
sition to con-

serve on payroll,” a state-
ment from Mayor Terry 
Gardner read.

“We will start the new 
times this Monday the 
25th. This will give the la-
dies time to balance their 
windows and still stay ef-
ficient.”
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State Representative Wayne McMahen, State Senator Robert Mills, Greater Mind-
en President Jana Morgan, and President of the Louisiana Association of Busi-
ness and Industry Steven Wagenspack seen pictured above after Wagenspack 
visited with the Chamber and community leaders to inform them of some consti-
tutional amendments coming up on the November election that have the potential 
to change the landscape of taxes in Louisiana.
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New Hours of 
Operation for 
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Department

LAIB President speaks to Chamber about upcoming 
Nov. 13 Amendments

See, TAX, Page 2
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This past Sunday Web-
ster Parish deputies were 
dispatched for a report of 
telephone harassment. 
Corey Montgomery, 32, 
was messaging a 15-year-
old juvenile sexually ex-
plicit messages on Snap-
chat. The juvenile along 
with her sister -in-law 
recorded the conversa-

tion and contacted the 
sheriff’s office, who later 
intercepted Montgomery 
at a meetup spot spoken 
of in texts.

According to the book-
ing report, Montgomery 
had tried messaging the 
juvenile about two weeks 
prior, but she deleted 
him, and had added him 
back after he sent her an-
other message asking her 
to add him and that he 

had a comfortable bed.
Upon deputies arriv-

al to the residence the 
report came from, they 
made contact with the 15 
year old juvenile, who, 
“Explained a 32-year-old 
male named Corey Mont-
gomery started messag-
ing her on Snapchat. Co-
rey asked her is she was 
DTF, meaning down to 
****, and juvenile replied, 
‘you know I’m 15 right?’” 

according to the booking 
report.

Montgomery went on 
to state that he had the 
wrong number, but then 
the juvenile “went on 
with the conversation, 
stating she was still ‘DTF’ 
to see what he would say,” 
according to the report.

Hitting the nail on the 
head, Corey told her he 
felt like it was a setup, but 
yet continued the con-

versation. He asked if he 
could pick her up down 
the road at the Muddy 
Bottoms gate and the end 
of Cook baker Road, and 
the juvenile said yes.

Deputies were dis-
patched at that location 
at the time Montogomery 
pulled up. Once they 
made contact with him, 
he stated, “He was just 
making the block going to 
the store to get cigarettes.”

Corey was then cuffed 
and transported to the 
substation. “Once we got 
to the substation Corey 
admitted he messed up 
and was talking to her. 
He admitted he knew she 
was 15 years old but con-
tinued to talk to her.

Corey was transported 
to BDCC and booked on 
the charges of comput-
er-aided solicitation of a 
minor.

WBSO intercepts child predator with help of 15 year old juvenile
CRIME



2 | FRIDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2021 MINDEN PRESS-HERALD | MINDEN, LA

Second Front

Tax: Amendment 1 will create a well balanced 
commission to create rules regarding tax collection

parishes, because that 
means that there will be 
multiple entities to inter-
act with when it comes to 
trying to pay taxes. 

“In 48 other states, 
whether you’re a big busi-
ness or a small business, 
if you make a sale, there 
is a centralized collector 
in those states, the secre-
tary of revenue. Whether 
it’s  a state tax or a local 
tax, there is one entity you 
pay your bill too. There 
is one entity you receive 
a bill from. There’s one 
entity that can audit you 
if they’re not quite sure 
you’re doing everything 
right. It’s a one entity re-
lationship,” said Wagens-
pack.

“The way it’s done in 
Louisiana is, every parish 
has its own collection. 
And so what happens is 
we have over 54 different 
sales tax collectors for 
local taxes in Louisiana. 
Those different collectors 
can also use their own 
audit teams, assessment 

practices, building prac-
tices, etc.”

So how will amendment 
1 change this? It won’t im-
mediately centralize the 
tax collection process due 
to the opposition such a 
dramatic change would 
receive. Instead it would 
create a well balanced 
commission to create the 
rules regarding tax collec-
tion moving forward.

“What Constitutional 
Amendment 1 does … it 
creates a Commission. It’s 
an 8 person commission. 
There are four people ap-
pointed by the state, one 
by the Governor, one by 
the House, one by the 
Senate, one by the Sec-
retary of Revenue. And 
there 4 people appointed 
by local collectors. One 
by the Sheriffs, one by the 
school boards, one by the 
municipal association, 
one by the police jury as-
sociation,” said Wagens-
pack.

“That commission is 
going to be appointed and 
make rules that work for 

us. They’re going to find 
out the Louisiana way 
to make it easy for small 
businesses without step-
ping on the rights of local 
collectors.”

“If you want Main Street 
to survive, and every 
chamber like this around 
the state needs Main 
Street to survive, you got-
ta make it easier for small 
businesses to make it in 
today’s economy. And 
right now we make it very 
difficult in Louisiana.”

The first constitutional 
amendment creates the 
capacity for Louisiana to 
be more business friendly 
moving forward, but the 
second amendment will 
make Louisiana more at-
tractive for business in the 
near future, if it passes. 
Essentially this bill would 
lower corporate and in-
come taxes while remov-
ing previously available 
deductions in order to 
balance out the reduc-
tions. So essentially the 
average taxpayer will be 
paying the same amount, 

however on paper our 
taxes look far lower.

“So what Constitutional 
amendment two does, is 
it makes it a lower lookin 
cost in a  revenue neutral 
way. What amendment 
two does is it removes the 
income tax deduction and 
lowers the rates accord-
ingly. Income tax rates 
will go from 6% to 4.25% if 
this passes, and it will pay 
for it with the federal in-
come tax deduction,” said 
Wagenspack. 

“You also have a high 
8% corporate income tax 
rate and five rates in be-
tween there. It will con-
solidate those into three 
rates, drop the top rate, 
and begin to phase out 
the franchise tax.”

Wagenspack explained 
that as other states imple-
ment policies that have 
pushed businesses away 
and made them consider 
relocating, a lot of them 
are considering moving to 
the south. However Lou-
isiana is missing out be-
cause on paper our taxes 

make us look like a lesser 
option.

“Taxes are going up in 
a lot of states. East Coast, 
West Coast, those states 
are doing a lot of crazy 
stuff, and it’s driving busi-
nesses and investors and 
wealth out of those states. 
Those groups are say-
ing where do we go, and 
they’re kicking the tires 
on the south,” said Wa-
genspack.

“When they kick out 
tires they don’t always like 
what they see. We’re not 
getting that same attrac-
tion that we deserve and 
that we should be, and I 
think our income tax code 
is a big piece of it. So all 
of a sudden when these 
companies look at Lou-
isiana, they’ll say 4.25%, 
that’s the lowest rate in 
the south for those that 
have a rate. All of a sud-
den you look better on pa-
per. And it’s the 4th lowest 
income tax rate for states 
that have an income tax, 
in the country.”

He went on to explain 

how exactly Louisiana 
will be able to make these 
changes without affecting 
revenue. “Right now we 
have the highest income 
rate tax in the south. That’s 
not helpful, but it’s quirky 
to say that, because with 
all the exemptions we 
have, you can actually pay 
down your rate in Louisi-
ana, so your actual cost is 
not as high as it looks on 
paper,” said Wagensback.

“When you pay your 
federal taxes, Louisiana 
allows you to deduct it 
from your state taxes. So 
it’s going to remove that 
and lower the rates to be 
even. Most of you won’t 
feel a difference in what 
you pay, you just won’t 
use an exemption to get 
there.”

So essentially this 
amendment would take 
away a widely used ex-
emption, but reduce rates 
accordingly to even things 
out. These amendments 
will appear on the ballot 
in the upcoming Nov. 13 
election. 

Continued from Page 1



MINDEN PRESS-HERALD | MINDEN, LA FRIDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2021 | 3

Webster & More

OBITUARIES

Larry J. Penix
Funeral services for Larry J. Penix, age 74 of Ruston, 

LA will be held at 2:00 PM, Wednesday, October 20, 
2021 at Owens Memorial Chapel in Ruston, LA with 
Rev. Doug De Graffenried officiating.  Burial will fol-
low in Mt. Mariah Cemetery in Arcadia, LA under the 
direction of Owens Memorial Chapel Funeral Home of 
Ruston, LA. 

 Larry J. Penix, son of Patrick Cleveland and Rita 
Merle Bridges Penix, was born on September 1, 1947 
in Minden, LA and passed away Saturday, October 16, 
2021 in Ruston, LA.   He was a 1965 graduate of Mind-
en High School and a 1970 graduate of Northwestern 
Louisiana State University where he earned a B.S. de-
gree in Business Administration and Accounting.  Lar-
ry worked in accounting for five years then spent the 
next thirty-nine years in Nursing Home Administra-
tion, starting out at Meadowview in Minden, LA.  Larry 
was the Interim Vice President of the Chicago division 
and Director of Operations of the Salem, Oregon divi-
sion with National Heritage. He was a member of Trin-
ity United Methodist Church in Ruston.  Larry was an 
animal lover and he loved dogs and horses; especially 
Secretariat.  He loved his Yorkie, Newton and his Lhasa 
Apso, Phoebe.   Newton went to heaven with Larry.  He 
passed away October 16, 2021 also. 

 Larry loved sports; especially golf, running and ka-

rate, where he was a third-degree Brown Belt achieved 
through his instructor, Billy Golden.  He loved to cheer 
on LSU.  Larry is preceded in death by his parents; Pat 
and Rita Penix. 

 Larry is survived by his wife of twenty-four years, 
Lynda Kay Leoffler Penix who he referred to as “The 
Love of My Life”; one son, Jason Penix of Chicago, 
IL; two stepsons:  Layne Smith and wife Danielle of 
Dubach, LA and David Smith and wife Emily of Chou-
drant, LA; two granddaughters: Landree Smith and 
Caplan Smith; sister, Patricia and husband, Jim Muska 
of Sugarland, TX; three nephews: Jim Muska, Jr. and 
wife Bonnie and children, Jonathan Muska and wife 
Suzanne and children and Chad Muska all of Houston, 
TX and a host of friends. 

 Pallbearers for the service will be Jim Muska, Jr., Jon-
athan Muska, Ron Deal, Gary Green, Jimmy Turner and 
Mike Jackson.  A special thanks to Ruston Nursing and 
Rehab (Longleaf) for the excellent care given to Larry.   
He was the administrator at Longleaf for several years 
and was remembered fondly by the staff.  Also, a very 
special thanks to Dee Mason, who was such an angel to 
Larry and Lynda during this time. 

 Visitation will be held from 1:00-2:00 PM, Wednes-
day, October 20, 2021 at Owens Memorial Chapel 
Funeral Home in Ruston, LA.  To leave an online me-
morial message for the family, please visit www.owens-
memorialfuneralhome.com.    

Brian Craig 
Richardson

A celebration of life service for 
Brian Craig Richardson, 40, of Min-
den, Louisiana will be held Friday, 
October 22, 2021, at 10:00 a.m. at 
Rose-Neath Funeral Home Chap-
el in Minden, Louisiana with Bro. 
Richard Methvin officiating. 

Brian was born March 2, 1981, 
in Midwest City, Oklahoma and entered into rest Oc-
tober 18, 2021, in Minden, Louisiana. Brian loved his 
wife and children dearly and loved spending time with 
family. He lived everyday full of laughter. 

He was preceded in death by his maternal grand-

father, Tillman Charles Allen; paternal grandmother, 
Pauline Parker; paternal grandparents, Lewis and Nova 
Richardson; and niece Ceirra Renay Farmer. 

He is survived by his wife, Erica Richardson of Min-
den; mother, Lora Bergquist of Minden; father, Steve 
Richardson of Oklahoma; son, Jake Lewis Allen Rich-
ardson of Minden; daughters Natalie Nicole Richard-
son and Erin Lee of Minden and Emily Elizabeth Rich-
ardson of Minden; sisters, Dana Glass and husband 
Robert of Minden and Stephanie Richardson of Okla-
homa; niece, Andria Glass of Minden; and nephews, 
Shakota Farmer and wife Jasmine of Shreveport, Alex 
Farmer of Minden, and Garron Glass of North Carolina. 

Rose-Neath Funeral Home 
211 Murrell Street 

Minden, Louisiana 71055 
(318) 377-3412 

Emogene Cason 
White

Sarepta, LA
The celebration of life for Emo-

gene Cason White will be held 
Wednesday, October 20, 2021 at 
Old Sarepta Missionary Baptist 
Church in Sarepta, LA at 4:00pm. 
Interment will follow in the Old 

Sarepta Cemetery under the direction of Bailey Funeral 
Home, Springhill, LA. Visitation will be Tuesday, Octo-
ber 19, 2021 at Bailey Funeral Home in Springhill, LA 
from 5-7pm. 

Emogene was born October 25, 1934 to Leonard 
Clive and Lila Denmon Cason and ran into the pres-
ence of God with a smile on her face October 18, 2021.

She is preceded in death by her parents, husband of 

almost 58 years, Bobby Gene White; sister, Eula Cason 
Whitten; brother, John Adair Cason; nieces Jami Hair-
ston, Jennifer Hanson, and Kristie Marino and neph-
ew, Joseph Scioneaux.

She is survived by her son, Hershel (Johnette) White 
of Sarepta, daughter, Cyndi Hair (Sonny) of Sarepta; 
grandchildren, Melanie (Josh) Pollard, Dustin (Dan-
ielle) Hair, Michael (Shannon) Hair, Julie (Michael) 
Merritt; great grandchildren, Ryder, Ember, Aaron, 
Noah, Isabella, Roman, Gabriel, Tyler, Brooke, James, 
Maddox, and Jenson; great grandchild, Gracelynn; 
sisters, Elaine (Richard) Baack, Louise Koske, Donna 
(Kenneth) Davis; brother, David (Pat) Cason, sisters-
in-law Keiko White, Ann Davis, and Monty Thurman; 
and a special friend, Mary Helen Sikes.

Emogene graduated from Sarepta High School in 
1953 as Salutatorian of her class. She worked several 
years at the Louisiana Army Ammunition Plant then 
went to school and became a Licensed Practical Nurse 
in 1974. Emogene worked at Schumpert Medical Cen-
ter for 26 years, most of which was spent in the fast 

pace and excitement of the emergency room where she 
thrived on the unknown. She loved cooking for family 
gatherings, playing basketball, softball, golf, and espe-
cially bowling. She loved following her grandchildren 
cheering for them in whatever activity they were doing. 
She was a caregiver at heart and loved helping others.

Pallbearers will be Doug Davis, Andrew Honea, Chris 
Honea, Johnny Dale Mouser, Gary Sexton, and John 
Cason. Honorary Pallbearer will be Michael Hanson.

Special thanks to the Regional Hospice team and es-
pecially her nurse, Kellie Lewis; National Home Health 
and Stacia Britt; and her sitters, Stephanie Serna 
Compton, Harley Morgan, and Carlotyn Hoof.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests you donate to 
St Jude Children’s Research Hospital, of which she was 
a faithful supporter.

Sign our online guest book at www.baileyfuneral-
home.net

Bailey Funeral Home
Springhill, LA
318-539-3555

Caden Sterling 
Madden

Caden Sterling Madden was born 
in Minden Louisiana on July 21, 
1992.  His life was sadly taken on 
October 15, 2021 near his home in 
Jena Louisiana.

Caden was born with beautiful 
auburn red hair, which gave clues to his energetic per-
sonality.  Being the oldest of five, he loved being their 
big brother. He was always on the go, finding reasons 
to play and prank and laugh.  He liked anything and 
everything, just loved being involved and able to add 
memories in his life with friends and family.  He had 
a vibrant soul, and had a smile that could change your 
day.  If there was a good time to be had, he was in the 
middle of it.

He moved a lot, lived in many states and made 

friends along the way.  But his life changed once he saw 
his little girl Lyana come into this world.  His whole fo-
cus changed toward being the best father he could.  She 
made his life complete in ways he never expected.

Caden was preceded in death by: sisters Baily Rae Ri-
ley Madden and Sara Elizabeth Riley; uncle Sgt. Joshua 
B. Madden; great grandparents Simon and Dot Mad-
den, and Dr Thomas and Wilfred Richardson.

He is survived by his daughter, Lyana Marie Mad-
den; his mother Jennifer Madden Black and stepfa-
ther Doug; his special family Keith Mosley, wife Amy 
and their children; his sister Ashln Benamati and his 
two brothers Gabriel and Jacob Benamati; step brother 
Phoenix Johnson, his wife Savannah and their children 
Holly and Waylon;  step sister Sydney Black Mouser, 
her husband Jacob and their daughters Paisley and 
Presley; grandparents Jerry and Cindy Madden; uncle 
David Madden and aunt Megan and their sons Cooper 
and Tucker; uncle Kevin Madden; aunt Dani Smock 
Madden and her children Jaxon and Makinna, great 
Uncle Mike Madden and aunt Kathy; step aunt Kim 

Black Whitlock and husband Jeff, their son Colby; step 
uncle Brandon Watts.

Bonus family Aaron and Anna Goletz and their chil-
dren.

He looked forward to a future with his daughter and 
his beloved Elizabeth Davis and her two daughters. His 
family greatly appreciates all the peace and happiness 
she brought to him in his life.

Special thanks to all his co-workers at Billy Wood 
Ford in Jena Louisiana.

Pall Bearers are Gabriel Benamati, Aaron Goletz, 
Jaxon Madden, Phoenix Johnson, Allen Mosley, Cody 
Procell, and Austin P. Anderson.  Honorary pall bearers 
are Jacob Benamati, Lance Mosley, and Jacob Mouser.

Visitation will be held in Minden Louisiana on Fri-
day evening the 22nd from 6-8pm in the First Baptist 
Church west chapel.  Graveside services will be at 
3:30pm at Gardens of Memory beside his sister Baily.

His family encourages in lieu of flowers to make a do-
nation to his daughters college fund via Rachael Moss 
or the gofundme account.
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WILLIAM HAUPT III
Special to the Minden Press-Herald

“If politicians stopped med-
dling with things they don’t 
understand, there would be a 
more drastic reduction in the 
size of government than any-
one in either party advocates.” 
– Thomas Sowell

President Joe Biden’s stim-
ulus bill, which extended fed-
eral unemployment benefits 
for millions of Americans, has 
created a massive labor short-
age that is destroying the coun-
try’s supply chain. By filling the 
wallets of labor with federal 
taxpayer cash, the left disrupt-
ed the pipeline for distributing 
supplies to people throughout 
the nation. Biden has made it 
more lucrative for workers not 

to work than to go to work.

Employers across all indus-
tries have complained that it is 
difficult to find workers, even 
though millions of Americans 
remain unemployed. The de-
pressed state of the labor mar-
ket has caused massive short-
ages of products produced by 
American workers. Producers 
are rationing products through 
supply lines, which has fueled 
double digit inflation. This is a 
recipe for economic disaster.

Since the pandemic, the U.S. 
has struggled to import enough 
of everything, from N95 respi-
rators and other critical medi-
cal supplies to laptops, person-
al electronics and numerous 
consumer items. With the U.S. 
overly dependent on the low 
cost production hubs in China 

and Malaysia, there is no re-
lief in sight. As U.S. companies 
scramble to fill the void, they 
can’t find people that want to 
work.

For the first time in four de-
cades, American consumers 
are asking why is the U.S. so 
dependent on a country that 
shares no social or political ties 
with the U.S. and is a military 
threat to our allies?

“Labor unions demands 
forced U.S. industries to out-
source labor for their survival.” 
– Larry Elder

When Communist China 
reopened their free markets 
in 1978, it was a curse for the 
over-paid union workers and 
a blessing for manufacturing. 
Within months, large manu-
facturers started outsourcing 
labor to China. When criticized 

by labor unions, GE CEO Jack 
Welch defiantly responded, 
“Public held corporations owe 
their primary allegiance to 
their stockholders, not to their 
union employees.”

For corporations traded on 
the U.S. stock exchange, mov-
ing production to China was 
the easiest way to cut costs and 
dependence on labor unions. It 
started with low-skill, labor in-
tense industries such as appar-
el. Many of these manufactures 
had already been outsourcing 
to Mexico and Asia.

“You can’t deprive yourself 
of outsourcing if your compet-
itors don’t.”  – Lee Kuan Yew, 
Singapore

William Haupt III is a contributor for 
the Center Sqaure.

Labor shortage cripples U.S. supply chain

As you may know, there are 
four proposed amendments 
to our state Constitution on 
the ballot for November 13th 
(postponed from Oct. 9, 2021, 
due to the impact of Hurricane 
Ida). I wanted to address and 
summarize them here.

The first, Amendment No. 1, 
does not change our tax rates 
but does involve the central-
ized collection of state sales 
taxes and takes significant 
steps “toward consolidating 
and streamlining our unusual-
ly fragmented state and local 
sales tax system.” (parlouisiana.
org). A vote “for” Amendment 1 
would allow for the creation of 
a single government state sales 
tax collector (instead of multi-
ple different government bod-
ies as is the case now—even in 
the same parish) to manage all 
relevant matters including col-
lection of sales taxes and elec-
tronic filing of taxes while also 
providing tax policy guidance 
and rules regarding sales tax 
audits.

Approval of Amendment 1, 
in summary, would: 1). create 
a new commission with rep-
resentatives of state and local 
agencies; 2). provide for elec-
tronic filing and create a pro-
cess for combined state, local 
and remote sales tax collec-
tion for all taxing authorities in 
the state.; 3). the Commission 
would remit revenue to the 
collector for each local taxing 
authority and to the state reve-
nue department; 4). the Com-
mission would also issue policy 
advice where needed and de-
velop rules relative to the audit 
process. (parlouisiana.org).

It should not be difficult to 
understand that streamlining 
our complex, obsolete, patch-
work quilt system of sales tax 
collection would greatly assist 
businesses already located 
here and, importantly, those 
we hope to attract to Louisiana. 
It removes bureaucratic red 
tape and provides a much sim-
pler method by which compa-
nies and businesses can com-

ply with the law.
The second, Amendment No. 

2, essentially would provide for 
an income tax “swap” whereby 
the maximum possible rate of 
individual income tax would 
be reduced from 6% to 4.75% 
and ultimately to 4.25% when 

the corre-
s p o n d i n g 
tax reform 
statute is 
c o u p l e d 
with this 
A m e n d -
ment. In re-
turn, how-
ever, the 
A m e n d -
ment and 
the tax 
changes it 

would spark would eliminate 
the federal tax deduction (and 
limit excess itemized deduc-
tions to only health care ex-
penses) for state individual in-
come tax filers. Again, though, 
the elimination of the federal 
tax deduction (and limiting of 
excess itemized deductions) 
would presumably be offset by 
lower state individual income 
taxes. (parlouisiana.org). It’s 
also worth noting that included 
in the package of reforms that 
would follow with approval of 
Amendment 2 is the reduction 
(and hopefully, eventual elim-
ination) of the franchise tax 
rate—a punitive tax on capital 
and retained earnings.

Approval of Amendment 2 
would greatly assist our exist-
ing businesses and likely cause 
corporations across the coun-
try to take another look at Loui-
siana given the potential for job 
creation and significant new 
business opportunity.

The third, Amendment 3, 
involves the taxing authority 
for new levee districts and al-
lows levee boards (ones cre-
ated since 2006) to raise up to 
a 5-mill property tax without 
voter approval. I know it likely 
won’t surprise readers to know 
that I oppose allowing a levee 
board, based upon its own au-

thority, to levy property taxes 
without voter approval. I realize 
levee districts serve a very im-
portant purpose in our state—
primarily the construction and 
maintenance of levees—but 
so do many other government 
agencies that don’t possess the 
power to unilaterally raise taxes 
by a vote of their board. I don’t 
mean to appear to target levee 
boards or districts, I simply feel 
voters should always decide on 
tax increases.

The fourth, Amendment 4, 
involves allowing for the trans-
fer of a greater amount of ded-
icated funds—increased from 
5% to 10%—to the state gener-
al fund to plug a state budget 
deficit. Let me say first that I 
am aware of the vigorous de-
bate policymakers frequently 
have about how many dedicat-
ed funds there are in our Loui-
siana Constitution. Funds that, 
no matter how bleak the econ-
omy or catastrophic the storm 
may be that hits our state, can-
not be used for anything else 
but their dedicated purpose.

I don’t have the opportunity 
in this article to fully address 
this issue but let me say this: 
Louisiana is constitutionally 
required to maintain a bal-
anced budget and how that 
is done is generally up to the 
governor, but I believe ded-
icated funds should remain 
dedicated. If the Legislature 
ever wishes to alter or “unlock” 
these constitutional dedica-
tions it may do so in the same 
way they were dedicated in the 
first place, by constitutional 
amendment. (statutory dedi-
cations would be addressed by 
statute). However, in the mean-
time, I feel it best they remain 
to fund those policy determi-
nations and priorities for which 
they were originally dedicated. 
Again, if state government ever 
wants to undertake real reform 
and broadly “undo” these ded-
ications it is certainly free to 
do so which would require a 
state constitutional conven-
tion. (Also, the state constitu-

tion can be amended—and has 
been many times!—in a piece-
meal fashion with the approval 
of two-thirds of each body and 
a majority of voters in a state-
wide referendum/public vote.)

Please know I realize there 
are many ways to analyze and 
consider the foregoing Amend-
ments.

Perhaps, in A. 1, some prefer 
leaving tax collections in the 
hands of several different gov-
ernment authorities, with more 
local control; Perhaps, in A. 2, 
some state taxpayers prefer to 
retain the federal tax deduction 
and not alter the individual 
state income tax rates; perhaps 
in A. 3, some prefer to allow 
levee districts and boards to 
unilaterally raise up to 5 mills 
in property tax without voter 
approval because of the dire 
circumstances flooding and 
hurricanes constantly present 
in our state; perhaps in A. 4, al-
lowing a greater use of dedicat-
ed funds—from 5% to 10%—is 
necessary because Louisiana 
does periodically face econom-
ic difficulties and, arguably, the 
governor needs that latitude.

We all get to decide how to 
vote! While we are deciding, we 
should remember that while 
the matter of taxes and taxation 
is often controversial, they are 
critical issues for a self-gov-
erning people. Oliver Wendell 
Holmes said that taxes are the 
price we pay for civilization. 
Daniel Webster said that the 
power to tax is the power to 
destroy. Therefore, the goal for 
public policy makers in Lou-
isiana is to thread the needle 
and find the happy medium in 
between—tax rates and a tax 
system that doesn’t suffocate 
and kill the free market and 
Louisiana businesses but also 
allows for a modest and frugal 
local, state, and national gov-
ernment.

Royal Alexander is a Shreveport 
attorney.

OTHER OPINION

OTHER OPINION

Four constitutional amendments on ballot

ROYAL
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There must be some-
thing in this lovely weath-
er that is making me feel 
like just sitting and en-
joying the sunshine, the 
cooler temperature and 
the gentle breezes. 

I haven’t wanted to 
do the house 
cleaning nor 
the outdoor 
tasks that must 
be done before 
winter. I just 
seem to want 
to sit and let all 
this envelope 
me, moving just 
enough to make simple 
meals, and a cup of after-
noon coffee.

Earlier in the week we 
had made plans to go 
leaf peeping in Arkansas. 
Usually, about this time 
of year we just make a day 
trip, driving to Mena and 
up the mountain to the 
park where we have lunch 
at the lodge. With this in 
mind, we had planned 
to go this week. Then we 
learned the leaves were 
not at their peak yet so we 
postponed the trip. We’ll 
check again next week. 

This is about the only 
thing that has motivated 
me this fall. I can’t un-
derstand this as usually 
at this time of year we’re 
busy in our yard or mak-
ing our plans for the holi-
days coming up and even 
doing some cooking that 
reminds us of fall. 

We have plans to move 
some overgrown shrubs 
and replace them this fall, 
but as of yet, those leggy 
bushes are still standing. 
Neither of us has the en-
ergy we had a few years 
ago, so it is with a sense 
of dread when one of us 
mentions the work that 
needs to be done. I’m not 
especially fond of yard 
work but I do appreciate 
looking out upon a neatly 
kept yard.

I had rather spend my 
time and efforts in the 
kitchen. So, to motivate 
myself, I volunteered to 
provide cupcakes for an 
event at church.  In addi-
tion, I invited my children 
and grands that live near-
by to come for Sunday 
lunch. This will encour-
age me to get up and get 
moving. (I hope)

Usually when the cool 

temperatures arrive, I 
start thinking about bak-
ing. The first thing I make 
will most likely be an ap-
plesauce cake. Simple 
and easy to make in a 
Bundt or tube cake and it 
is great with a cup of cof-

fee. The apples 
and nuts tend to 
make me think 
of it as a dessert 
for a fall day.

Then in No-
vember, Hubby 
gets his favor-
ite, fresh apple 
cake, for his 

birthday. This is a three 
layer cake with coconut 
and pecans in the filling 
and icing. Very moist and 
keeps well for a few days. 
Then, Thanksgiving week 
, we make a dark fruit 
cake. This has  been an 
ongoing event for many 
years, as far back as I can 
remember. I am using 
my mama’s recipe, with 
a few adaptations. We 
had this Christmas treat 
every year as long as she 
was able to cook. I began 
making the cake during 
Thanksgiving break while 
I was teaching. The cake 
keeps well when wrapped 
and stored in the refriger-
ator.

We always shared this 
with my siblings and their 
children as none of them 
ever made the cake, even 
though they all liked it. 
Our children and grand-
children do not care for 
it, so now we share some 
with friends. But, I still 
make the entire recipe 
which creates a large and 
a small cake.

In order to get our-
selves out of this “mood”, 
since we missed our trip 
to Mena, we plan to vis-
it Natchitoches one day 
and just have lunch and 
a bit of browsing in the 
shops.

Got to do something to 
get going. If you have any 
suggestions they would 
be welcome.

In the meantime, I’ll 
see what a taste of some-
one else’s cooking will do 
for me. Let’s hope it’s the 
motivation I need.

Fannie Moore is a journalist 
who lives in Shongaloo where 
she enjoys writing on a variety 
of subjects.
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FROM THE BACK PORCH

 Thoughts on fall 
and other things

FANNIE MOORE

WILD LIFE

Louisiana gators thrive, so 
farmers’ return quota may drop

NEW ORLEANS (AP) 
— Once-endangered 
alligators are thriving in 
the wild, so Louisiana 
authorities are propos-
ing a deep cut in the 
percentage that farmers 
must return to marshes 
where their eggs were 
laid.

“Over the past 50 
years, alligator nest sur-
veys have increased from 
an estimate of less than 
10,000 in the 1970s and 
1980s to well over 60,000 
nests in recent years,” 
the Louisiana Wildlife 
and Fisheries Commis-
sion said in a notice 
published Wednesday. 
“This increase in nesting 
has produced a popu-
lation that can now be 
sustained with a much 
lower farm return rate.”

The commission is 
taking comments until 
Jan. 4 on a proposal to 
cut that rate from 10% to 
5%.

The big armored rep-
tiles don’t breed well in 
captivity, so farmers are 
allowed to collect eggs 
from nests as long as 
they return a percent-
age to the same area as 
youngsters big enough 
to foil predators other 
than people and much 
bigger alligators.

Alligator hides are 
made into luxury leather 
for products including 
watchbands, boots and 
purses. The meat is used 
in sausages; companies 
also sell roasts, steaks, 
ribs, nuggets, jerky and 
even whole skinned 

alligators. Forelegs are 
marketed as “alligator 
wings.”

About 1.2 million have 
been returned since 
alligator farming was 
approved in 1986, Jeb 
Linscombe, head of the 
Louisiana Department 
of Wildlife and Fisheries’ 
alligator program, said 
Thursday.

The return percent-
age was first set at 17%, 
based on estimates that 
about 83% die in the egg 
or before they’re 4 feet 
(1.2 meters) long. A wild-
hatched gator that size 
would be about 4 years 
old, but readily available 
food lets farmed alliga-
tors grow much faster.

Raccoons, other pred-
ators and floods destroy 
about one-third of all 
nests. The black and yel-
low hatchlings are about 
8.5 inches (22 centime-
ters) long and weigh only 
2 ounces (57 grams). 
That makes them easy 
prey for bigger gators, 
wading birds, otters and 
fish even though mother 
alligators stay with their 
babies for about a year.

Uncontrolled hunting 
nearly wiped out Amer-
ican alligators before 
Louisiana barred all 
hunting in 1962. Alliga-
tor mississippiensis was 
among the first species 
federally listed as en-
dangered in 1967, after 
Congress passed the 
precursor to the Endan-
gered Species Act.

“The primary reason 
the species recovered 

is .. elimination of the 
black market,” Lins-
combe said.

Louisiana allowed 
small, highly regulated 
hunts in 1972 and 1973, 
opening a statewide sea-
son in 1981. Two years 
later, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service ruled 
that the species had re-
covered over most of its 
range, and it was “de-list-
ed” entirely in 1987.

Since 1972, more than 
1.1 million wild alligators 
have been killed, over 
11 million alligator eggs 
have been collected, and 
nearly 7.3 million farm 
raised alligators have 
been sold, according to 
the state management 
program’s 2019-2020 an-
nual report.

Surveyors who flew 
over coastal marshes 
during the summer of 
2019 estimated the num-
ber of alligator nests at 
a record, nearly 68,000. 
This year’s estimate was 
a few thousand below 
that, Linscombe said.

A change in weather 
patterns is one reason 
for the big numbers, he 
said. There are far fewer 
nests during droughts, 
when the water is low — 
and there were regular 
droughts over the first 
40 years of state nest sur-
veys. But there haven’t 
been any droughts over 
the past decade.

Hunters took 23,828 
alligators during the 
wild season in 2019. It 
was the second straight 
increase “but harvest re-

mains depressed due to 
an oversupply of croco-
dilian skins worldwide,” 
the report said.

Harvest numbers this 
year and last have been 
depressed by Hurricanes 
Ida, Laura and Delta, 
and by COVID-19 re-
strictions, Linscombe 
said.

Farmers’ return rate 
has been reduced sever-
al times over the years.

Current regulations 
require farmers to re-
turn 10% of hatchlings 
within two years — with 
a sliding scale based on 
average lengths of 36 
to 60 inches (0.9 to 1.5 
meters). Higher average 
lengths bring the per-
centage down.

Nearly 387,000 eggs 
were collected in 2017. 
resulting in about 39,000 
farm-raised alligators 
two years later that were 
measured, tail-notched, 
tagged and released. 
Their sex was also deter-
mined, since biologists 
want at least half to be 
females.

About 450,000 eggs 
were collected this sum-
mer, Linscombe said.

The effects of a change 
from 10% to 5% may not 
show up for 10, 15, even 
20 years, he said.

“The key to everything 
is to monitor it and make 
sure the action you took 
is going to have the result 
you thought it would,” he 
said.

www.apnews.com

The Louisiana De-
partment of Wildlife 
and Fisheries (LDWF) is 
scheduled to begin re-
moving the fishing pier 
located at the Lake Bis-
tineau spillway on Oc-
tober 25, a project esti-
mated to take 90 days to 
complete.

The fishing pier, which 
is actually a section of the 
old LA Hwy 154 bridge, 
has been condemned 
and is a public safety 
hazard.  The fishing pier 

has served the angling 
community for nearly 20 
years.

When the new Lake 
Bistineau bridge was 
built in 2001, a portion 
of the old bridge was left 
intact to serve as a fishing 
pier – thanks to a coop-
erative endeavor by the 
Louisiana Department 
of Transportation and 
Development and LDWF. 
Since then, LDWF has 
owned and managed the 
fishing pier, which has 

become a popular bank 
fishing location.

The fishing pier has de-
teriorated over the years 
to the point of becoming 
unstable, and it is no lon-
ger safe for public use. 
Furthermore, if the struc-
ture were to collapse, it 
could cause damage to 
the Lake Bistineau spill-
way and control gates. 
Such damage could 
threaten the integrity of 
the structures that con-
trol water levels on the 

lake, leading to expen-

sive emergency repairs.

During the demolition 

project, the road lead-

ing to the spillway and 

fishing pier may be tem-

porarily closed to public 

access. 

For additional infor-

mation regarding the 

situation, contact Jeff 

Sibley, LDWF Biologist 

Manager, at jsibley@wlf.

la.gov or (318) 371-3066. 

LDWF to Remove Unstable Fishing Pier 
at Lake Bistineau

GREEN LIFE



Life Send us your news
newsroom@press-herald.com

6 | FRIDAY, OCTOBER 22, 2021 MINDEN PRESS-HERALD | MINDEN, LA

The assumption 
among local television 
stations selling daytime 
broadcast spots might 
be that the audience at 
home is unemployed, 
underemployed, or 
working odd hours to 
make ends meet.  The 
viewer is likely suscep-
tible to a message prom-
ising improved fortune 
and easy riches.

In Missouri, I saw oc-
casional personal injury 
lawyer commercials but 
more often the day slot 
ads extolled the benefits 
of education and earn-
ing your credentials to 
become a computer pro-
grammer, auto mechan-
ic, or dental assistant.  
In Louisiana, whether 
television, radio, or the 
ubiquitous billboards, 
the path to prosperity 
is litigation.  Whether 
distracted drivers or big 
trucks or distracted driv-
ers piloting big trucks, 
someone has done you 
wrong and you need to 
make those stingy insur-
ance companies pay up.  
The signs are all over 
Louisiana.  One in Cad-
do Parish quotes Chris-
tian scripture.  Countless 

lawyers offering similar 
services.  It’s quite the 
industry and a possible 
way to avoid industry.

I’ve yet to receive a 
summons for jury duty 
here but I was 
called to the 
Jackson Coun-
ty Courthouse 
in Kansas City 
a few times 
over the years.  
Like my junior 
high basketball 
team, I couldn’t 
make the cuts during 
the panels and I usually 
spent the days quietly 
reading in a large room 
of people certain they 
had better things to do.  
Until one day I was ac-
tually selected for a jury.

The case involved a 
hapless man in an au-
tomobile accident.  The 
incident had happened 
years before and if in-
jured, the fellow seemed 
improved enough to 
walk and stand and an-
swer questions.  Vo-
cationally however, 
his fortunes had taken 
a nosedive.  He once 
worked a lucrative job 
during the onset of dot-
com companies and life 

was good.  Then mar-
ket vicissitudes cruelly 
yanked the rug out from 
under his career.  Then 
someone hit his car.

You’re not allowed to 
discuss the case 
in progress with 
fellow jurors.  
You naturally 
assume they 
are drawing the 
same unspoken 
conclusions as 
you.  I saw no 
correlation be-

tween the man losing 
his job and the man’s 
car getting wrecked be-
cause they happened in 
that order.  But his di-
sheveled lawyer said it 
subsequently affected 
his client’s job-hunting 
prowess.  The plaintiff 
lawyer seemed sweaty 
and unconvincing.  In 
his place, I could have 
done no better job with 
so untenable a case.  In 
contrast, the insurance 
company lawyer was 
calm and organized and 
presented a lucid de-
fense.

Vehicle photographs 
were presented as ex-
hibits.  I anticipated 
crushed wreckage.  In-

stead the car appeared 
merely dented but driv-
able.  Then the tale of 
woe continued as the 
lawyer revealed how his 
client had suffered with 
physical discomfort on 
a long plane ride across 
the Atlantic Ocean for a 
European vacation with 
his family.  I’ve only 
flown coach and I’ve 
never left the Western 
Hemisphere and I’ve 
only experienced physi-
cal discomfort on those 
cramped flights.

At the end of the week, 
our jury met in a private 
room to finally discuss 
the case.  I judged the 
plaintiff entitled to a 
settlement covering bus 
fare home but my fellow 
jurors had other ideas.  
The defendant was an 
insurance company and 
insurance companies are 
villains.  Justice must be 
served and the plaintiff 
must be rewarded if only 
to alleviate the pressures 
of searching for another 
career.

My only ally on the 
jury was the foreman 
but our two votes could 
not sway the outcome.  I 
conceded that individu-

als are more sympathet-
ic victims than wealthy 
insurance companies but 
our exercise was to dis-
cern truth as we under-
stood it and not to stick it 
to greedy corporations.  I 
explained that insurance 
companies are not in the 
business to lose money.  
They will recoup what-
ever they pay this fellow 
in retaliatory premiums 
that you and I must pay 
to balance their books.  I 
was not successful.  The 
car wreck being unre-
lated to losing the job?  
Subjecting yourself to a 
European vacation when 
you’re in such agony?  
No one changed their 
minds in that room, my-
self included.

And so, we rewarded 
the fellow beyond the 
expectations of he and 
his lawyer.  The defen-
dant lawyer did not seem 
rattled by our decision.  
He’d seen this kind of 
thing before.  He’d like-
ly see it again.

The bounty of per-
sonal injury lawyers is 
tempered by higher car 
insurance rates in Lou-
isiana.  That’s the con-
troversy.  Yet it’s hard to 

find a solution without 
assailing the beloved 
free market.  We cele-
brate lottery winners but 
those people won the 
game by riskily invest-
ing in lottery tickets.  If 
everyone was taxed to 
fund the lottery, even 
those averse to gam-
bling, then protest would 
surely ensue.  We are not 
all negligent or distract-
ed drivers, yet we all 
will be penalized.  Par-
ticularly in Louisiana.

There is no easy an-
swer.  If I was involved 
in an accident that 
wasn’t my fault and I felt 
the insurance company 
was lowballing me for 
all my pain and suffer-
ing, I too might call one 
of these guys.  There’s 
just so many of them.  
How would you choose 
among the horde of bar-
risters dangling the simi-
lar enticing carrot?

Dirk ellingson is a local 

writer and pharmacy technicain 

at the Overton Books Veterans 

Administration Medical Center 

in Shreveport. 
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Make ‘Em Pay

Gardening: In praise of pole pruners, 
and no ladder climbing

GARDENING LIFE

DIRK
ELLINGSON

Two millennia ago, the 
Roman writer Columel-
la described the vintoria 
falx, a six-part, special-
ized pruning tool for 
grapes. What a stir that 
tool must have caused 
among Roman grape 
growers when it was first 
introduced!

A more recent inno-
vation in pruning, in the 
last century or so, was the 
pole pruner, which is a 
pruning saw or rope-acti-
vated shear blade mount-
ed at the end of a pole. 
With it, you can work on 
branches even 15 feet 
high while your feet are 
planted on terra firma.

That’s perfect for peo-
ple like me who prefer 

not to work from ladders.
My pole pruner is 

capped by both a saw 
blade and a shear blade, 
which makes the pruner 
not quite as nifty as Col-
umella’s six-part tool, but 
useful nonetheless.

POWERED PRUNERS 
MAKE THE JOB EASIER

The main problem with 
using a pole pruner is 
that it’s difficult to ma-
neuver a blade at the end 
of a long pole. The prob-
lem is compounded with 
larger branches because 
they require an initial un-
dercut to prevent tearing 
of the bark as they come 
down; to make that un-

dercut, you have to work 
the pole against gravity.

Enter the powered pole 
pruner, an innovation of 
the 21st century. This tool 
is, essentially, a chainsaw 
on the end of a telescop-
ing pole. In some models, 
the motor or engine is 
mounted atop the pole, 
near the chain. In oth-
ers, the motor or engine 
is at the base of the pole, 
where you’re holding the 
tool, with the turning mo-
tion transferred up the 
pole to the chain at the 
end.

Compromises are un-
avoidable when you 
mount a chainsaw on the 
end of a pole. A compro-
mise between weight and 

power, for example.
A powered pole prun-

er might relieve you of 
some effort in cutting, but 
you’re going to have to 
position and hold up that 
motorized saw perched at 
the far end of a long pole. 
If you make the saw light-
er, that translates into less 
power. The cutting bars 
on these saws are usually 
less than a foot long.

Electric motors are 
lighter than gasoline mo-
tors, so provide yet anoth-
er solution to the weight 
problem. Battery power 
would seem ideal, except 
that battery power is lim-
ited. A corded, electric 
pole pruner seems like a 
good compromise, then, 

as long as you’re not too 
far from a plug and have a 
good extension cord.

TALL HEDGES BE-
COME MORE MANAGE-
ABLE

One variation on the 
pole pruner is causing 
a stir, in my backyard at 
least. That is the pow-
ered pole hedge trimmer, 
an oscillating trimmer 
mounted on the end of 
a pole. They, too, can be 
gasoline or electric pow-
ered.

Why put a hedge trim-
mer on the end of a pole? 
For tall hedges, of course! 
A nice feature of most 
pole hedge trimmers is 

that the angle of the head 

can be varied, a useful 

feature if you’re trimming 

the top of a high hedge to 

be flat.

Like stone or brick 

walls, big hedges cre-

ate bold and venerable 

shapes that screen and 

enclose the landscape, 

and direct our eyes and 

feet through it. Since I’ve 

acquired a pole hedge 

trimmer, I’ve been able 

to sculpt my 9-foot-high 

tea crabapple hedge into 

a green wall with a “door-

way” carved into it — all 

with my feet happily 

planted on terra firma.

www.apnews.com



“Hog Boss gates LLC, 
was born out of necessity 
to trap feral hogs that had 
gotten out of control on 
the land that we hunt. My 
partner and I have dedi-
cated ourselves to build-
ing a better hog trap.” 

With that statement, 
Scott Hall and his partner, 
Kory Gilbert, launched 
their company in the 
spring of 2017 with head-
quarters in Bastrop.

This pair of entrepre-
neurs was honored last 
weekend when they were 
awarded the Manufactur-
er of Excellence Award by 
the Louisiana chapter of 
Legends of the Outdoors 
Hall of Fame.

In the three years since 
the company has been in 
operation, Hog Boss LLC 
has trapped and taken off 
the landscape around the 
south around 250,000 fe-
ral hogs, pesky creatures 
that have become a seri-
ous problem.

What is this product 
and how does it work? 
Scott Hall explained how 
he and Gilbert put a plan 
together that would make 
trapping and removing fe-
ral hogs fairly simple.

“We got to playing with 
electronics and fabricat-
ing gates that are cellu-
lar operated,” Hall said. 
“Once a ‘corral’ is set up 
with feed placed inside, 
the hogs become accus-
tomed to coming in for the 
free food. You can mon-
itor when the hogs are in 
the trap from a camera 
at the site. Once they’re 
there, you get a signal 
on your cell phone that 
shows the hogs at the site. 
Once you determine that 
all the ‘sounder’ (groups 
of hogs) are in corral, you 
send a signal to the gate 
by way of your phone, the 
gate falls and the hogs are 
trapped.”

The signal works en-
abling you to trip the trap 
from anywhere. One cus-
tomer had the following 

testimonial. “I was on a 
family vacation in Orange 
Beach and had gone off-
shore fishing. We were 10 
miles out in the Gulf when 
the notification came in 
that the sow and 10 piglets 
I’d been after for weeks 
were finally in the trap. I 
called the Hogg Boss gate 
and caught 11 pigs … and 
a limit of red snapper!”

More fully explaining 
how the Hog Boss system 
works, a brochure pro-
duced by the company 
discusses how the system 
operates.

“Using any cellular trail 
camera to monitor the 
enclosure, you simply call 
or text your Hogg Boss 
trap to close the gate from 
anywhere in the world. 
Hogg Boss traps gates 
are designed to capture 
the entire sounder with 

one drop of the gate. Our 
trap gate measures 8-feet 
wide and the opening is 
42 inches tall. Hog Boss 
trap gates and panels are 
made right here in the 
U.S.A. using only Ameri-
can steel.”

How important is it to 
take as many feral hogs off 
the land as possible, hogs 
that are rooting up food 
plots as well as lawns? “It 
is necessary to remove 
70% of the hogs on a par-
ticular piece of proper-
ty just to stay even with 
them; they reproduce that 
fast,” said Scott.

“I have had people tell 
me they’re not worried 
because they only have a 
few hogs on their hunting 
club. Two years later they 
come to me telling me 
they wish they had gotten 
after the hogs earlier be-

cause now they are hogs 
everywhere,” Hall said.

The business is grow-
ing, according to Hall and 
their product is quickly 
becoming the preferred 
trap used across the 
southern U.S. by divisions 
of the USDA, state and 
local wildlife agencies, le-
vee boards, farmers, land 
managers and hunting 
clubs. “There’s even a Hog 
Boss Trap at Cape Ca-
naveral near the launch 
pads,” he said.

For more information 
and pricing, contact hog-
bossgates.com or search 
Face Book or Instagram. 
You can also call the com-
pany at 1-833-464-2677.  

 

Glynn Harris’ Outdoors 
appears Tuesdays or FridAYS in 

the MInden Press-Herald.
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BUSSEY BRAKE 
- Bass have been fair 
around the grass and 
trees on crank baits and 
Rat-L-Traps. Crappie 
are scattered and fair; 
bream fishing is fair on 
worms and crickets. For 
the latest information, 
contact the Honey Hole 
Tackle Shop at 323-8707.

.BLACK BAYOU –  
Bream fishing has been 
fair on crickets and 
worms. Bass are fair on 
spinners, jigs and soft 
plastics. Crappie are 
scattered and slow. Con-
tact Honey Hole Tackle 
Shop 323-8707 for the 
latest information.

OUACHITA RIVER – 
Bass are best in the river 
lakes and cuts. Crappie 
are best in river lakes 
and around tops in the 
river. For latest informa-
tion, contact the Honey 
Hole Tackle Shop at 323-
8707.

OUACHITA RIVER – 
Crappie fishing has been 
best fishing 12 feet deep 
in 18-20 foot water on 
the flats on shiners or 
jigs. Bass have been in 
deep water and hitting 
soft plastics and crank 
baits with some fair-
ly shallow around the 
grass on topwaters and 
spinners. Best fishing 
this week has been up 
Corney creek. Bass have 
been fair fishing soft 
plastics and crank baits 
around the boat docks 
early and late. Bream 
fishing has slowed while 
catfish are still biting 
cold worms fished off 
the banks.. For the latest 
reports, call Anderson’s 
Sport Center at 368-9669 
or Honey Hole Tackle 
Shop at 323-8707.

LAKE D’ARBONNE 
– Bass have been fair 
fishing soft plastics and 
crank baits around the 
boat docks early and 
late. Some are also be-
ing caught in deep holes 
in the channel. Crappie 
fishing has been best 
fishing the deep holes 
out on the flats fishing 
shiners or jigs 10-15 feet 
deep in 18-20 foot deep 
water. Bream fishing has 
slowed while catfish are 

still biting cold worms 
fished off the banks. For 
the latest reports, call 
Anderson’s Sport Cen-
ter at 368-9669 or Honey 
Hole Tackle Shop at 323-
8707.

LAKE CLAIBORNE 
–   Bream fishing is slow 
to fair on crickets and 
worms. Stripers have 
been schooling and hit-
ting topwater lures with 
white bucktails taking 
some beneath the sur-
face. Bass fishing has 
been best fishing top-
waters in the shallows or 
at night fishing around 
the lights with plastic 
worms. Crappie fishing 
is best fishing 10-feet 
deep in 14-17 foot water 
on shiners. Catfish are 
fair on blood bait. For 
the latest information, 
call Misty at Kel’s Cove at 
331-2730 or Terzia Tack-
le at 278-4498.

CANEY LAKE –  Bass 
are on the points around 
the deeper holes with 
deep diving crank baits 
and oversized plastic 
worms working best. 
Crappie are still around 
the tops but some have 
started moving to deep-
er water where most will 
be once cold weather 
sets in. Bream are slow 
to fair on worms and 
crickets. No report on 
catfish. For information 
contact  Hooks Marina at 
249-2347, Terzia Tackle 
at 278-4498 or the Honey 
Hole Tackle Shop at 323-
8707.. 

LAKE POVERTY 
POINT – Catfishing has 
been good with most-
ly smaller fish being 
caught. Crappie are off 
and on with best catches 
for some real slabs ear-
ly mornings around the 
boat slips. No report on 
bream or bass.  For the 
latest reports, call Pov-
erty Point Marina at 318-
878-0101. 

LAKE YUCATAN – 
The water is on a slow 
fall and fishing is fair to 
good. Crappie are fair 
but some big crappie fish 
are being caught. For in-
formation, call Surplus 
City Landing at 318-467-
225h9.

Duo puts damper on feral hogs FISHING REPORT

COURTESY PHOTO
The Hog Boss trap system has reduced the feral hog population by some 250,000 
across the south in the past four years.

LDWF to remove unsafe pier at Lake Bistineau
Special to the Minden Press-Herald

SThe Louisiana Depart-
ment of Wildlife and Fish-
eries (LDWF) is scheduled 
to begin removing the fish-
ing pier located at the Lake 
Bistineau spillway on Octo-
ber 25, a project estimated 

to take 90 days to complete.
The fishing pier, which 

is actually a section of the 
old LA Hwy 154 bridge, 
has been condemned and 
is a public safety hazard.  
The fishing pier has served 
the angling community for 
nearly 20 years.

When the new Lake Bis-

tineau bridge was built 
in 2001, a portion of the 
old bridge was left intact 
to serve as a fishing pier 
– thanks to a cooperative 
endeavor by the Louisiana 
Department of Transporta-
tion and Development and 
LDWF. Since then, LDWF 
has owned and managed 

the fishing pier, which has 
become a popular bank 
fishing location.

The fishing pier has de-
teriorated over the years 
to the point of becoming 
unstable, and it is no lon-
ger safe for public use. Fur-
thermore, if the structure 
were to collapse, it could 

cause damage to the Lake 
Bistineau spillway and 
control gates. Such damage 
could threaten the integ-
rity of the structures that 
control water levels on the 
lake, leading to expensive 
emergency repairs.

During the demolition-

project, the road leading 
to the spillway and fishing 
pier may be temporarily 
closed to public access. 

For additional informa-
tion regarding the situa-
tion, contact Jeff Sibley, 
LDWF Biologist Manager, 
at jsibley@wlf.la.gov or 
(318) 371-3066.

La. hunting, fishing licenses now available online
Special to the Minden Press-Herald

The Louisiana Depart-
ment of Wildlife and Fish-
eries (LDWF) has partnered 
with LA Wallet to bring 
digital hunting and fish-

ing licenses to Louisiana 
citizens. Effective today, 
October 18, 2021, citizens 
with a Louisiana Driver’s 
License or State ID can use 
LA Wallet to display their 
purchased LDWF licenses 

on their smartphone.
Licenses can be pur-

chased on the LDWF web-
site through an approved 
retail vendor or at the 
LDWF headquarters in Ba-
ton Rouge. The LA Wallet 

app is free for the public 
(Download at Google Play / 
Apple Store).

To connect your LDWF 
licenses to LA Wallet:

Tap the LDWF Licenses 
credential shown on the 

homepage.
Read the disclaimer, then 

tap the yellow Connect 
LDWF Account button at 
the bottom.

Once your LDWF ac-
count is found, tap Yes to 

add your licenses.
LDWF account informa-

tion will display at the top 
of the screen, along with 
your hunter education 
number and federal duck 
stamps, if they are found. 
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Push for playoffs highlights Prep Week 8
BY T. SCOTT BOATRIGHT
Minden Press-Herald

Fighing for potential 
playoff positioning will 
be the name of the game 
on Friday as Webster 
Parish’s four prep foot-
ball teams hit the grid-
iron for Week 8 action.

Minden, 2-5 overall, 
looks to get back on a 
winning track as the 
Crimson Tide plays at 
Bastrop (1-6.)

The Tide last faced 
Bastrop in 2019, when 
the Rams won 22-8.

Glenbrook (5-2 overall 
and 3-2 in District 1-1A) 
will be looking to extend 
a three-game win streak 
against Ringgold, which 
stands at 0-6 on the sea-
son.

Lakeside (3-3) fac-
es a tough challenge as 
the Warriors open Dis-
trict 2-1A play at North 
DeSoto, which stands 
at 6-1. The Warriors fell 
to the Griffins 42-0 last 
year but defeated North 
DeSoto 33-28 in 2019 
playoff action. 

The Griffins won the 
2019 regular season 
matchup between the 
schools by the score of 
34-14.

MINDEN PRESS-HERALD PHOTO BY T. SCOTT BOATRIGHT 
Daylen Robinson (4) and the Minden Crimson Tide will hit the road on Friday to play a non-district game at Bastrop. 

Bulldogs hosting Texas-San Antonio for Homecoming
BY T. SCOTT BOATRIGHT
Minden Press-Herald

Louisiana Tech Uni-
versity will be fighting 
to shake off one of it’s 
worst losses in the Skip 
Holtz era as the Bull-
dogs hold their Home-
coming game at 6 p.m. 
Saturday against Tex-
as-San Antonio.

Last week’s came 19-3 
loss at Texas-El Paso 
came as a result of three 
turnovers, two failed 
fourth down conver-
sions and six penalties 
for an anemic Tech of-
fense.  Tech’s offense 
scored only once on 
five red zone trips. The 
Bulldogs came into the 
game scoring on 15 of 
16.

“It certainly wasn’t 
one of our better per-
formances,” Holtz said. 
“I’m very disappointed 
with the way we per-
formed last week. There 
was certainly some 
silver lining in what 
happened Saturday in 
watching the progres-
sion of our defense and 
watching the way that 
they really came to life 
after the first quarter. 
In the first two posses-
sions, we gave up 14 
points and went down 
the field and scored. 
They did a great job on 
first and second down, 
but on third and long 
we gave up conversions. 
There were about four 

of them in the first two 
drives that were 3rd and 
7-plus that we gave up 
and they went down 
and scored. But, after 
that, David Blackwell 
did a nice job of making 
some adjustments.

It was only putting 
three points on the 
scoreboard that might 
have stung Holtz the 
most.

“The disappointing 
thing was the number of 
points we were able to 
put on the board. Again, 
some guys played really 
well,” Holtz said. “When 
I look upfront, Joshua 
Mote, Abraham Del-
fin and Kellton Hollins, 
those three guys inside 
continue to play well. Bi-
ron Rossell had dinged 
up his shoulder. Chris 
Fournier had dinged 
up an ankle. Those guys 
kept fighting through 
trying to make it work. 
Marcus Williams Jr. 
continues to play well. 
Bub Means, Tre Harris 
and Isaiah Graham are 
playing really well for 
us at wide receiver. Ja-
cob Adams continues 
to be a big part of what 
we’re doing offensively. 
But, unfortunately, the 
story of this game was 
we had five trips into 
the red zone and we 
scored three points. It’s 
something we’ve done 
a pretty good job of so 
far this season in get-
ting into the red zone, 

but, unfortunately, we 
weren’t able to create 
those trips down into 
the red zone for points. 
We ended up with three 
turnovers as an offense. 

“We had two fourth 
down stops where we 
didn’t make it to stop 
drives which was frus-
trating. For myself, I 
probably put Austin 
Kendall in some tough 
situations. Probably got 
too much into a drop-
back game too early 
especially with the way 
the defense played in 
the second, third and 
fourth quarters. It was 
frustrating to perform 
the way that we did. 
I give UTEP an awful 
lot of credit. They have 
a really good football 
team. They did a real-
ly nice job defensively. 
But still, we could play 
much better. As a head 
coach, I have to do a 
better job. As assistants, 
we have to do a better 
job of trying to find a 
way to put points on the 
board and keep them 
out of the end zone.”

Holtz knows this week 
wont be any easier. 

"We just played a now 
6-1 UTEP team and now 
you have an undefeated 
UTSA coming in here 
who is 7-0 right now," 
Holtz said. "They’re 
ranked 24th and 25th in 
the two polls. It’s going 
to be a great challenge 
for us. I’m glad we have 

the opportunity to come 

back home. We haven’t 
been home in about a 
month. 

"It’s Homecoming, so 
for everybody that is out 
there that hasn’t been 
back to Ruston in a 
while, we’d love to have 
you back to not only 

see all the new facilities 

that have been built on 
campus with the new 
dorms, the new chem-
istry building, seeing 
what’s going on with the 
athletic complex with 
the new soccer field, 
softball stadium and 
baseball stadium. Little 

Ruston is really starting 

to grow up. We would 
love to have you back. 
We need you for your 
support with playing at 
home in Joe Aillet Sta-
dium. "

It’s homecoming and 
we’d love to see every-
body here.”

MINDEN PRESS-HERALD PHOTO BY T. SCOTT BOATRIGHT 
Louisiana Tech will be looking for increased offensive output Saturday as the Bulldogs 
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AThe Naismith Me-
morial Basketball Hall 
of Fame announced 
Thursday that Louisiana 
Tech’s Kenneth Lofton, 
Jr. is one of 20 members 
named to the watch list 
for the 2022 Karl Malone 
Power Forward of the 
Year award.

Named after Class 
of 2020 Hall of Fam-
er, two-time NBA Most 
Valuable Player and 
Louisiana Tech legend 
Karl Malone, the annual 
honor in its eighth year 
recognizes the top pow-
er forwards in Division 
I men’s college basket-
ball.  A national com-
mittee of top college 
basketball personnel 
determined the watch 
list of 20 candidates.

Lofton, Jr. received 
numerous honors as a 
standout freshman for 
LA Tech including Third 
Team All-Conference 
USA, C-USA Fresh-
man of the Year, NIT 
All-Tournament Team 
and a Kyle Macy Award 
Finalist.

The Port Arthur, Texas 
native became just the 
fifth Bulldog in program 
history to lead the team 
in scoring (12.1 points) 
and rebounding (7.5) 
as a freshman and the 
first since Paul Millsap 
(2003-04). 

 He registered the 
most double-digit scor-
ing games on the squad 

with 22, including 20+ 
scoring performances, 
and a team-high nine 
double-doubles, which 
ranked second in C-USA 
and 27th in the country.

The 6-foot-7, 
275-pound forward ele-
vated his game against 
the best.  He ended up 
averaging 20.0 points 
and 10.8 rebounds per 
game in the National 
Invitation Tournament, 
guiding the Bulldogs 

all the way to the Final 
Four.  Against the likes 
of three SEC opponents 
– LSU, Ole Miss and 
Mississippi State – Lof-
ton, Jr. averaged 19.7 
points and 9.7 boards.

After gaining notori-
ety around the country 
as a Bulldog, he gained 
attention from around 
the world over the sum-
mer after helping Team 
USA to the gold of the 
2021 FIBA U19 World 

Cup in Latvia. 
He ended up leading 

Team USA in scoring 
with an average of 13.1 
points per game while 
shooting 64.9 percent 
from the field (highest 
by a Team USA player 
since 2013), all while 
going up against play-
ers like 7-foot-2 Victor 
Wembanyama of France 
and 7-foot-4 Zach Edey 
of Canada.

College basketball 

fans are encouraged to 
participate in Fan Vot-
ing presented by Dell 
Technologies in each of 
the three rounds.  Vot-
ing will go live on Fri-
day, Oct. 22.   

In late January, the 
watch list of 20 players 
for the 2022 Karl Malone 
Award will be narrowed 
to 10 and then in late 
February to just five.  In 
March, the five finalists 
will be presented to Mr. 

Malone and the Hall of 
Fame’s selection com-
mittee where a winner 
will be selected.

 Previous winners of 
the Karl Malone Pow-
er Forward of the Year 
award include Drew 
Timme of Gonzaga 
(2021), Obi Toppin of 
Dayton (2020), Zion Wil-
liamson of Duke (2019), 
Deandre Ayton of Ari-
zona (2018), Johnathan 
Motley of Baylor (2019).

Tech's Lofton named to Karl Malone Award Watch List
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Louisiana Tech sophomore Kenneth Lofton Jr. has been named to the Karl Malone Watch List, presented to the top power forward in NCAA hoops.

LSU, football coach Ed Orgeron to part ways at end of season
By The Associated Press

For Ed Orgeron, LSU's 
Cajun coach, a dream job 
is coming to an end.

LSU and Orgeron have 
agreed to part ways after 
this season, 21 months 
after he coached the Ti-
gers to a national cham-
pionship with what is 
considered one of the 
greatest teams in college 
football history.

“I’m always going to 
appreciate my time here 
my time here. I have no 
regrets,” Orgeron said 
while sitting next to ath-
letic director Scott Wood-
ward, who made the an-
nouncement at LSU's 
Baton Rouge campus 
Sunday night.

“We haven’t won 
enough games the last 
two years," Orgeron con-
tinued. "I totally get it.”

Woodward spoke fond-
ly of Orgeron even as he 
outlined what compelled 
him to make a change.

“Ed Orgeron’s a 
friend. We’re both Lou-
isiana guys through and 
through. We both deeply 
care about this football 
program. And I will al-
ways be grateful for coach 
Orgeron for leading the 
Tigers to the greatest sea-
son in the history of col-
lege football," Woodward 
began. "With that said, 
the job requires us to set 
personal feelings aside.

“We expect to com-
pete for SEC and national 
championships year in 
and year out," Woodward 
added. “Our last two sea-
sons have simply not met 
that standard."

Orgeron, who signed 
six-year extension after 
the 2019 season, will re-
ceive a buyout of $16.9 
million in a variety of in-
stallments made through 
2025, according to copies 
of a new employment 
agreement for the rest 
this season and termi-
nation agreement, both 
provided by LSU.

Sports Illustrated was 
first to report that Org-
eron would not return to 
LSU in 2022.

While the timing of the 
announcement — the 
day after the Tigers (4-
3) upset Florida — came 
as a surprise, the end for 
Coach O at LSU seemed 
to be approaching after a 
blowout loss to Kentucky 
last week.

That's when Orgeron 
said he recognized “we 
were heading down road 
wasn’t positive for LSU 
and there was going to be 
a change made. ... I just 
knew it wasn’t LSU style 
football. It wasn’t pretty. 
I was embarrassed.”

The win over Florida 
at home Saturday made 
LSU 9-8 since beating 
Clemson in New Orleans 
for the national champi-
onship on Jan. 13, 2020.

But Orgeron empha-
sized that he will not 
only happily continue to 
coach the Tigers for the 
rest of this season, but 
also will continue to re-
cruit players to LSU, add-
ing that he even spoke 
with two prospective re-
cruits on Sunday.

“I recruited them to 
come to LSU. Why would 
I tell them any different 
now,” Orgeron said. “I 
love LSU and I was tell-
ing them the right thing 
before (knowing) I’m not 
going to be here.”

The Tigers travel to No. 
12 Mississippi (5-1) on 
Saturday.

“I’ve been telling the 
kids I’m going to finish," 
Orgeron said. "We’re not 

going to blink. I’m gong 
to be right there with 
them.”

Orgeron is 49-17 with 
the Tigers in six seasons, 
including 15-0 in 2019 
when Joe Burrow won 
a Heisman Trophy and 
LSU earned its third na-
tional championship 
in 17 seasons — com-
ing with three different 
coaches.

Burrow, now with the 
Cincinnati Bengals, said 
LSU's decision on Org-
eron was “really disap-
pointing because he was 
a man that gave me an 
opportunity when no-
body else really was.”

“I wouldn't be here 
without Coach O and I'm 
forever indebted to him 

as a person and as a play-
er,” Burrow added." I love 
the man. I love the coach. 
They haven't been win-
ning as many games as I 
know they would like, but 
we did just win a national 
championship two years 
ago."

LSU slipped to 5-5 
during the pandemic-al-
tered 2020 season, but 
the expectation remained 
that the Tigers would 
be back among the top 
teams in the Southeast-
ern Conference this year 
after Orgeron overhauled 
his coaching staff.

Instead, LSU suffered a 
high-profile loss at UCLA 
in September and the 
season slid from there.

Orgeron becomes the 

second SEC coach to be 
let go two years removed 
from a national title, join-
ing Gene Chizik of Au-
burn. The Auburn Tigers 
won the BCS champion-
ship with Cam Newton 
in 2010 but went winless 
in SEC play in 2012 and 
Chizik was out.

Orgeron became LSU's 
head coach after be-
ing named interim four 
games into the 2016 sea-
son following the mid-
season firing of Les Miles, 
who had also won a na-
tional title with the Tigers 
in the 2007 season.

LSU went 6-2 the rest of 
that season and Orgeron 
was given a long-term 
contract by then-athletic 
director Joe Alleva.
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GOOD NEWS

The first “big mar-

athon” I ran was the 

Chicago Marathon – 

October 1981. I was 

one of some 16,000 

who tortured them-

selves through several 

areas of the city. I had 

but one goal – to com-

plete the run. And I 

did in about 6 ½ hours. 

What an exhilarating 

feeling to cross that 

finish line, receive my 

reward amid the cheers 

of hundreds along the 

final yards.(I did col-

lapse after the race and 

spent about an hour 

in the ER tent, with an 

IV in my arm).   Some 

of you probably have 

experienced the ‘high’ 

associated with ‘getting 

the second wind.’ If so, 

you can associate what 

drives folks to do such 

things.

The writer of Hebrews 

mentions a different 

kind of race that we all 

run. Before a 

g ra n d s t a n d 

of faithful 

saints who 

have finished 

their course, 

we can hear 

them cheer-

ing us to 

‘come on, just a little bit 

farther, you can make 

it, etc.’  The runners are 

encouraged to strip off 

anything that would 

hold them back from 

doing their best, to fin-

ish the race and gain 

the crown. (Heb 12:1).

Just like a marathon 

runner today, as we run 

the race in life, we must 

keep our eyes focused 

on the finish line. Jesus, 

our leader has finished 

the race, and now He 

sits at the right 

hand of God, 

the Father. They 

join the crowd 

of witnesses to 

cheer us on. We 

must keep on 

running, with 

great patience, 

to complete the race 

before us, following 

the Will of God at ev-

ery point. It’s alright to 

pause and get a drink 

of water, wipe your 

forehead, and gain 

your second wind, but 

we must pick-up our 

speed again and keep 

on running. 

When we grow wea-

ry (around mile 22), 

we are encouraged to 

focus our attention on 

the finish line – being 

with Jesus. Think of His 

patience as evil men 

did terrible things to 

him, sweating great 

drops of blood. This 

will prevent us from 

getting fainthearted 

and growing weary. 

Don’t be discouraged 

along the way, because 

the ‘punishment’ your 

body feels is simply 

God’s way of remind-

ing us we are really His 

children. This is part of 

His training us like any 

loving father would do 

for his children. (12:3-

9).

God is always training 

us for our good that we 

may share his holiness. 

Being ‘punished’ in the 

race of life is no fun (it 

hurts), but afterwards, 

we can see the results – 

a quiet growth in grace 

and character (12:11).  

So take a new grip with 

your tired hands, stand 

up firmly on your shaky 

legs, and mark out a 

straight, smooth path 

for your feet so those 

who are following you 

will not fall and hurt 

themselves….but be-

come strong and able 

to finish the race as 

well. (12:10-13). 

The writer concludes 

this chapter by issu-

ing a series of “watch 

outs”! Just in running a 

race, there are many pit 

holes in life, a few short 

cuts, and many distrac-

tions along the way. 

So keep focused, 

with your eyes on Je-

sus! We must pace our-

selves, be patient and 

run carefully so we can 

finish strong. Then, we 

can join the crowd of 

saints of the faith in the 

grandstands of heav-

en and cheer on those 

following behind us. 

(12:1).

Bill Crider is Chaplain of 

Minden Medical Center

Bill Crider

Several months ago I wrote the story 

of Hans Mulligan, who crawled on his 

hands and knees from Marshall, TX to 

Washington D.C. and on to 

New York City. This column 

is about Francis. I was driv-

ing north on Homer Road 

and, about Ace Hardware, I 

passed a man walking on the 

opposite side of the road. I 

drove on past him and spent 

about thirty minutes with my 

daughter. As I was driving 

back to Minden, I saw him 

again. He had walked several miles, and 

I thought he was walking fast for an el-

derly man. I went on by and stopped at 

Autozone. As I left there, I had an urge 

to talk to this man. I drove back 

out the Homer Road and passed 

him. I turned around and parked 

on his side of the road. 

To be continued...

Mack Ford is a local resident of 
Webster Parish

Francis
LET NOT YOUR HEART BE TROUBLED

Mack Ford

RUNNING THE RACE WITH PATIENCE
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“if indeed you have heard of the stew-
ardship of God’s grace which was given 
to me for you;” Ephesians 3:2  NASB 

 

Reflecting on his ministry, 
Paul remembered that during 
his Damascus road conver-
sion he was commissioned to 
take the gospel of God’s grace 
to the Gentiles.  To a Jew all 
other people were considered 
to be Gentiles, alienated from 
God and without a relation-
ship with God.  Paul had been entrust-
ed with a stewardship, an administra-
tion, an office or position charged with 
taking the gospel to the Gentiles.  As a 

steward of God’s grace he was respon-
sible for sharing the gospel with all 
people.

 

Lord Jesus, You have com-
missioned me and all Your 
disciples to be witnesses of 
Your grace.  Help me to share 
the gospel with others so that 
they too can experience Your 
saving grace. 

Max Hutto is a Baptist Minister and a 
resident of Minden.  More information 
can be found at www.upwardlook.org.

THE UPWARD LOOK

Max Hutto

A Steward of the Gospel



CROSSWORD 

CRYPTOQUIP On This Day In History
2008 India Launches its 
First Lunar Mission
The unmanned space probe 
called Chandrayaan-1 was 
launched by the Indian 
Space Research Organisa-
tion. The probe successfully 
landed on the Moon on 
November 14, 2008, making 
India the 5th country to 
land a spacecraft on the 
Moon.

1957 François Duvalier 
takes office
François Duvalier, also 
known as Papa Doc, be-
came the President of Haiti.

1936 End of the Long 
March in China
The Long March, a 6000-
mile journey made by 
members of the Red Army 
led by Mao Zedong came 
to an end. The March was 
undertaken as a way to es-
cape the Nationalist army of 
Chiang Kai-shek. The end 
of the March is also known 
in China as the “union of 
the three armies”.

See, TEACHER, Page 3

FUN & GAMES
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SUDOKU

SAM AND SILO | JERRY DUMAS MOTHER GOOSE & GRIMM | MIKE PETERS

HI AND LOIS | BRIAN WALKER, GREG WALKER AND CHANCE BROWNE HAGAR THE HORRIBLE | CHRIS BROWNE

BEETLE BAILEY | MORT & GREG WALKER FUNKY WINKERBEAN | TOM BATIUK

BABY BLUES | RICK KIRKMAN AND JERRY SCOTT BLONDIE | DEAN YOUNG AND JOHN MARSHALL

COMICS 

1884 International 
Meridian Conference 
Adopts Greenwich, En-
gland as initial longitudi-
nal meridian
26 countries participated 
in the conference which 
was held in Washing-
ton, D.C. In addition to 
making the meridian 
passing through the Ob-
servatory of Greenwich 
as the initial meridian 
for longitude or 0 degree 
longitude, the confer-
ence also defined a uni-
versal day which would 
“begin for all the world 
at the moment of mean 
midnight at the initial 
meridian, coinciding 
with the beginning of 
the civil day and date of 
that meridian; and is to 
be counted from zero up 
to twenty-four hours”.

1797 First Person to 
Jump With a Parachute
French balloonist An-
dré-Jacques Garnerin 
jumped out of a balloon 
over Parc Monceau in 
Paris using a silk para-
chute that he made 
himself.

Continued from Page 1
HISTORYWORD SLEUTH
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Classifieds
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PLACE YOUR AD TODAY
classifieds@press-herald.com

Classified 
Rates

Pricing is easy!

$7.75
Per Day - Up to 20 

words! Additional words 
are only 30 cents more!

Garage Sales
No word limit.

$11
One Day

$16.50
Two Days

Receive a FREE Garage Sale Kit 
with your two day ad!

*Garage Sale ads must be prepaid.

Deadlines
Ads

Line ads must be submitted 
by noon the day before 

publication. Display ads two 
days prior to publication.

Public Notices
Public notices must be submitted 
two days prior to publication date 
depending on the length. Notices 
may be emailed to classifieds@

press-herald.com

Payments
Cash, Checks, Billing

Real Estate Notice
“All real estate advertised herein is 

subject to the Federal Fair Housing Act, 
which makes it illegal to advertise any 

preference, limitation or discrimination 
based on race, color, religion, sex, 

handicap, familial status, or national 
origin, or intention to make any such 

preference, limitation, or discrimination. 
We will not knowingly accept any 

advertising for real estate, which is in 
violation of  the law. All persons are 
hereby informed that all dwellings 

advertised are available on an equal 
opportunity basis.

Grow Your 
Business

Call to place your ad!

PLACE 
YOUR AD 
TODAY!
377-1866

SHERIFF’S SALE 

FREEDOM 
MORTGAGE

 CORPORATION
VS.

THE SUCCESSION 
OF ALLEN RAY 

HAYS A/K/A ALLEN 
RAY HAYS A/K/A 

ALLEN R. HAYS A/K/A 
ALLEN HAYS AND 
DELOURSE JANE 

BRISTOL HAYS A/K/A 
DELOURSE JANE 

BRISTOL A/K/A DE-
LOURSE J. BRISTOL 

A/KA DELOURSE 
BRISTOL A/K/A DE-

LOURSE JANE HAYS 
A/K/A DELOURSE 

J.  HAYS A/K/A 
DELOURSE HAYS 
A/K/A DELOURSE 

BRISTOL HAYS A/K/A 
DELOURSE B. HAYS

In the Twenty-Sixth 
Judicial District Court 
of Webster Parish, 
Louisiana, No. 79452

By virtue of a WRIT 
OF SEIZURE AND 
SALE issued out of the 
Twenty-Sixth Judicial 
District Court of Web-
ster Parish, Louisiana, 
in the above styled and 
numbered suit and to 
me directed, I have 
seized and taken into 
my possession and will 
offer for sale at public 
auction to the last 
and highest bidder for 
cash WITH the benefit 
of appraisement and 
according to law at 
the principal front door 
of the Courthouse in 
the City of Minden, 
Webster Parish, Loui-
siana on
WEDNESDAY, Octo-
ber 27, 2021, 
During the legal sale 
hours, the following 
property, to wit:

The East 1/2 of LOT 
“I”, and a portion of the 
West 1/2 of LOT “I”, 
GORTON SUBDIVI-
SION, a subdivision 
of Webster Parish, 
Louisiana, as per plat 
thereof recorded in 
Conveyance Book 2 
at Page 43, records 
of Webster Parish, 
Louisiana, together 
with all buildings and 
improvements thereon, 
being more particularly 
described as follows: 
Commencing at the 
SW corner of said LOT 
“I”, and the Intersection 
of the North right of 
way line of a 50 foot 
road, run thence N 
0° 20’ W, along the 
West lot line of said 
LOT “I”, a distance of 
357.5 feet to the point 
of beginning of the 
tract herein described, 
thence continue N 0° 
20’ W, along said West 
lot line a distance of 
208.5 feet to the NW 
lot corner of said LOT 
“I”, thence run N 55°E 
a distance of 122.075 
feet to the NE corner 
of the W1/2 of said 
LOT “I”, thence run S 
0 degrees 20 minutes 
East, along the center 
of said LOT “I,” a 
distance of 277.94 feet 
to a point, thence run 
S 89°40’W, across said 
LOT “I”, a distance of 
100.4 feet to the West 
lot line of said LOT “I”, 
and point of beginning, 
Municipally known as 
Route 1, Box 376G, 
Doyline, Louisiana 
71023.

THE WEST HALF 
(West 1/2) OF LOT “I”, 
GORTON SUBDI-
VISION OF CAMP-
SITES, a subdivision 
in Webster parish, 
Louisiana, as per 
plat recorded in Book 
2, Page 43, of the 
Conveyance records 
of Webster Parish; 
Louisiana, being locat-
ed in the North Half of 
the Southwest Quarter 
(N1/2 of SW1/4) of 
Section 27, Township 
17 North, Range 10 

West, Webster Parish, 
Louisiana, together 
with all buildings and 
improvements located 
thereon. (Being also 
in government lots 1 
and 2, said section), 
LESS AND EXCEPT-
ING A TRACT MORE 
PARTICULARLY 
DESCRIBED AS 
FOLLOWS:

Commecing at the 
Soutwest corner of 
LOT “I” on and the 
intersection with the 
road right of way, com-
mence northerly along 
the west property line 
of LOT “I”, a distance 
of 357.50 feet more 
or less to the point 
of beginning of track 
herein described, 
thence continue along 
said west property line 
a dsitance of 214.50 
feet more or less to the 
waters edge; thence 
run east along said 
waters edge 122.075 
feet more or less to the 
northeasterly corner of 
the West 1/2 of LOT 
“I”, thence run South 
278 feet more or less 
to a point; thence run 
west 100 feet more 
or less to the point of 
beginning.

LESS AND EXCEPT

A tract of land located 
in Webster parish, 
Louisiana containing 
1.25 acres more or 
less and described as 
follows: Begin at the 
Northwest Corner of 
the Northeast One-
fourth of the Northwest 
One-fourth, Section 
25, Township 19 North, 
Range 9 West, Web-
ster Parish, Louisiana, 
and run South 1346.33 
feet; thence run East 
2,768.99 feet to the 
point of beginning; 
thence run South 88 
degrees 23 minutes 
East 350 feet; thence 
run South 26 degrees 
7 minutes West 125 
feet; thence run South 
61 degrees 15 minutes 
West 276.05 feet; 
thence run North 11 
degrees 42 minutes 24 
seconds West 260.3 
feet to the point of 
beginning, together 
with all buildings and 
improvements located 
thereon.

SOLD SUBJECT 
TO ANY SUPERIOR 
LIENS, MORTGAGES 
OR PRIVILEGES 
THERETO. 
     Said property 
seized is that of the 
defendant and will be 
sold to satisfy a judg-
ment rendered in our 
Honorable Court. 

JASON R. PARKER 
Sheriff & Ex-Officio 

Auctioneer
Webster Parish, 

Louisiana 

Linda Vaughan -
 Deputy

September 24, 2021
October 22, 2021
Minden Press-Herald

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Notice of Sale of Timber:  
The Louisiana Office of 
State Lands, Division of 
Administration is accept-
ing bids for all merchant-
able timber, both pine and 
hardwood, under OSL 
Sale No. 2021-2 covering 
two tracts, Tract No. 1 
being approximately 30 
acres lying in NE/4 of 
SW/4 of Section 1, T23N-
R13W, Bossier Parish, 
Louisiana, and Tract No. 
2 being approximately 
80 acres lying in N/2 
of SE/4 of Section 11, 
T22N-R12W, Bossier 
Parish, Louisiana (less 
road right of way); both 
tracts are surrounded by 
yellow painted boundary 
lines.  Bids will be 

publicly opened and read 
at 3:00 p.m. on Tuesday, 
November 16th, 2021 
in the Montana Room of 
the Claiborne Building, 
Room Number 1-142, 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 
70802 (downtown Baton 
Rouge).  Bids may be 
mailed to the Office of 
State Lands at P.O. Box 
44124, Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana 70804.  Bids 
will also be accepted 
by hand delivery to the 
Office of State Lands 
in the Montana Room 
beginning at 2 p.m. on 
the day of bid opening 
until bid opening occurs 
at 3:00 p.m.   Bids should 
be marked “OSL Timber 
Sale No. 2021-2” and 
include the name and 
contact information of the 
bidder.  Additional infor-
mation and a complete 
copy of the prospectus 
can be obtained by 
contacting Cheston 
Hill by phone at (225) 
219-9454 and by email 
at Cheston.Hill@la.gov.  
The Louisiana Office of 
State Lands reserves the 
right to reject any and 
all bids.  

October 19, 2021
October 22, 2021
October 26, 2021
October 29, 2021
November 2, 2021
November 5, 2021
November 9, 2021
November 15, 2021
Minden Press-Herald

Notice of Public 
Meeting

The Minden Housing Au-
thority will hold a Public 
Meeting on November 
10, 2021 at 10:00 a.m., 
at 1209 East Street 
regarding the updates to 
the FMR’s (Fair Market 
Rents) that will affect 
the Public Housing Flat 
Rents for 2022. We will 
be accepting comments 
through November 9, 
2021. All documents are 
on display at the office 
of the Housing Authority, 
1209 East Street, Mon-
day through Thursday, 
between the hours of 
8:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. 

October 8, 2021
October 12, 2021
October 15, 2021
October 19, 2021
October 22, 2021
Minden Press-Herald

October 19, 2021

ADVERTISEMENT FOR 
BIDS

WEBSTER PARISH 
POLICE JURY

2022 ROAD 
CONSTRUCTION 

MATERIALS

The Webster Parish 
Police Jury solicits sealed 
proposals for:
2022 Road Construc-
tion Materials.

The proposals must 
be in the hands of the 
undersigned no later 
than 2:00 p.m., Friday, 
November 19, 2021 - in 
the Courthouse House 
Annex meeting room 
of the Webster Parish 
Police Jury, 401 Main 
Street, Minden, Lou-
isiana 71055. The bid 
forms and specification 
sheets are available at 
no charge in the office of 
the Secretary–Treasurer, 
Webster Parish Policy 
Jury.  Successful bids 
will be approved at the 
Regular Meeting, Web-
ster Parish Police Jury on 
December 7, 2021.

The Webster Parish Po-
lice Jury is a tax-exempt 
governmental agency.

The Webster Parish 
Police Jury abides by 
the requirements of the 
Louisiana Bid Law.

ALL BIDS SUBMITTED 
MUST BE CLEARLY 
MARKED.  

Webster Parish Police 
Jury 

_______s/________
Lisa Balkom
Secretary-Treasurer

October 22, 2021
October 26, 2021
November 5, 2021
November 9, 2021
November 16, 2021
Minden Press-Herald

PUBLIC NOTICE

Minden Planning Com-
mission Meeting

November 11, 2021 – 
10:00 a.m.

Pelican Room - 
Minden City Hall

On the agenda is a 
request from Ol’ West 
Bar-B-Que, LLC for 
a zoning variance on 
property owned by them 
located at the municipal 
address of 206 Hwy. 531.  
This property is zoned 
B-4 (Hwy. Commercial).

The purpose of this zon-
ing variance is to be able 
to build a small residence 
for the owner’s personal 
use on the same lot as 
the business. 

Legal Description: 1.52 
ACRES – TRACT 200 
X 329.89 X 199.98 X 
332.74 FT. IN SW/4 OF 
NW/4 SEC. 24-19-9

All interested parties will 
be given a chance to be 
heard.  

October 22, 2021
October 29, 2021
November 5, 2021
Minden Press-Herald

NOTICE OF INTRO-
DUCTION OF AN 

ORDINANCE 

NOTICE IS HEREBY 
GIVEN that the following 
entitled ordinance intro-
duced at the Regular 
Meeting of the Mayor 
and Board of Aldermen 
of the Village of Dixie Inn, 
State of Louisiana, held 
on October 12, 2021 
is on file in my office 
and will be offered for 
adoption by the Mayor 
and Board of Aldermen 
of said Village and is 
open to public inspec-
tion and will remain so 
until at least 7 days prior 
to the final adoption 
which is scheduled for 
November 9, 2021.

PROPOSED 
ORDINANCE 

O R D I N A N C E 
#129 - A RESOLU-
TION ASSESSING A 
COLLECTION FEE IN 
AN AMOUNT NOT TO 
EXCEED THIRTY PER-
CENT (30%) THAT HAS 
BEEN REFERRED BY 
THE MUNICIPALITY 
TO A COLLECTION 
AGENCY

That said ordinance 
to be finally passed is on 
file with the Clerk of the 
Village of Dixie Inn for 
public inspection and 
that said ordinance is 
to be taken up for final 
passage, after a public 
hearing, by the Mayor 
and Board of Aldermen 
of the Village of Dixie 
Inn, State of Louisiana, 
which is scheduled for 
November 9, 2021 at 
5:00 p.m.

 This declared by 
the Mayor and Board of 
Aldermen of the Village 
of Dixie Inn, Louisiana 
on this the 12th day of 
October 2021.

   
__________________ 
Kay Hallmark-Stratton
Mayor

ATTEST:
________________
Dana James
Village Clerk

October 22, 2021
Minden Press-Herald

Village of Dixie Inn
Regular Session
October 12, 2021

NOTICE: THESE 
MINUTES HAVE NOT 
BEEN FORMALLY 
APPROVED BY THE 
CITY COUNCIL.

The Mayor and Board 
of Aldermen for the 
Village of Dixie Inn 
met in regular session 
on October 12, 2021, 
at 5:00 p.m. in the 
Village Hall, Dixie Inn, 
Louisiana with the 
following members 
present:  Mayor Kay 
Hallmark-Stratton, 
Aldermen Donna Hof-
foss, Judy McKenzie, 
and Lance Milligan.

The meeting was 
called to order and the 
invocation and pledge 
of allegiance were 
given.

There were no public 
comments.

Mayor Kay Hall-
mark-Stratton wel-
comed guests.

A motion was made 
by Donna Hoffoss 
and seconded by 
Judy McKenzie to 
adopt the minutes of 
the regular session of 
September 14, 2021, 
September 20, 2021 
Public Hearing, and 
September 27, 2021 
Special meeting.  Vote 
on the motion was 
unanimous.

Financial statements 
of all funds, including a 
current budget vs. ac-
tual, were presented. 
A motion was made 
by Judy McKenzie and 
seconded by Lance 
Milligan to adopt all 
financial statements 
for September 2021. 
Vote on the motion 
was unanimous.

Department Reports:

Mike Chreene reported 
there was a water leak 
under the highway at 
Hwy. 80 and Stanley 
Street that has now 
been repaired.

Chief James Edwards 
was not able to attend 
the meeting. Sergeant 
Alan Davis reported 
he and Chief Edwards 
completed re-certifica-
tion on the Intoxilyzer 
9000 for DWI and 
annual Radar Equip-
ment re-certification 
was also completed. 
The National Drug 
Take Back Initiative will 
be held on October 
23, 2021 from 10:00 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at 
the Dixie Inn Police 
Department. The Dixie 
Inn Police Department 
will be hosting a First 
Aid class for the parish 
law enforcement 

officers on November 
4, 2021 from 1 p.m. 
to 3 p.m. Training will 
consist of CPR, tour-
niquets and Narcan 
training. 

Mayor Kay Hall-
mark-Stratton reported 
the Highway 80 Sale 
will be October 14, 
2021 thru October 17, 
2021. Main to Main 
sale will be November 
5, 2021 and November 
6, 2021.

New Business:

Mayor Kay Hall-
mark-Stratton 
introduced Ordinance 
38-D (an ordinance 
amending ordinances 
37, 38; 38-A, 38-B, 
and 38-C providing for 
the establishment of 
service charges and 
rates to users of water, 
sewer, and garbage 
services and additional 
water, sewer, and 
garbage regulations 
for the users thereof in 
the Village of Dixie Inn, 
Louisiana). Council 
members discussed 
the ordinance. 
Ordinance 38-D, with 
changes requested 
by the council, will be 
re-introduced at the 
November 9, 2021 
council meeting.

A motion was made 
by Judy McKenzie and 
seconded by Lance 
Milligan to allow Mayor 
Kay Hallmark-Stratton 
to sign a collection 
agreement with Ameri-
can Municipal Services 
(re: Ordinance #129). 
Vote on the motion 
was unanimous.

Mayor Kay Hall-
mark-Stratton 
introduced Ordinance 
#129 (a Resolution 
assessing a collection 
fee in an amount 
not to exceed thirty 
percent (30%) that 
has been referred by 
the municipality to a 
collection agency). 
Ordinance 129 will be 
taken up for adoption 
at the November 9, 
2021 council meeting.

A motion was made 
by Lance Milligan and 
seconded by Donna 
Hoffoss approving 
the purchase of four 
(4) new tires for the 
2018 Ram truck for 
the maintenance 
department. Vote 
on the motion was 
unanimous.

Old Business:

Sergeant Alan Davis 
did not have an up-
date for a new police 
department vehicle.

Mayor Kay Hall-
mark-Stratton had no 
update on internet 
service.

Mayor Kay Hall-
mark-Stratton reported 
we have received 
approval to move for-
ward with purchasing 
the generator for the 
Village Hall and Police 
Department.

October22, 2021
Minden Press-Herald

There being no further 
business, a motion 
to adjourn was made 
by Judy McKenzie 
and seconded by 
Donna Hoffoss. Vote 
on the motion was 
unanimous.

ATTEST:
Kay Hallmark-Stratton
Mayor

October 22, 2021
Minden Press-Herald

Classified line ads are published Tuesday through Saturday in the Minden Press-Herald, Bossier Press-Tribune and online at www.press-herald.com

LAND FOR SALE

FOR SALE 
Road Front-

age
Dorcheat 

Road
Perfect for 
residential, 

timber, 
hunting.

305-298-1413 

Public Notice 

Notice is hereby given pur-
suant to Article IV, Section 
21 (D) (1) of the Louisiana 
Constitution that South-
western Electric Power 
Company (“SWEPCO”), 
an electric public utility 
supplying retail electric 
service to approximately 
231,000 customers in elev-
en Parishes in the State 
of Louisiana through its 
retail business, and who 
also serves customers in 
Arkansas and Texas, filed 
with the Louisiana Pub-
lic Service Commission 
(“LPSC”) of an Application 
for (I) Recovery of Certain 
Storm Damage Costs in-
curred as a result of Hurri-
canes Laura and Delta (II) 
Recovery of Certain Storm 
Restoration costs asso-
ciated with the February 
2021 Winter Storm Event 
and (III) Expedited Treat-
ment. The eleven Parishes 
through which SWEPCO’s 
service area extends in 
Louisiana are: Bossier, 
Bienville, Caddo, DeSoto, 
Grant, Natchitoches, Red 
River, Sabine, Webster, 
Winn, and Vernon. 
Notice will be published in 
the Official Bulletin of the 
LPSC. Pertinent docket 
information will be pro-
vided in the Bulletin. The 
proposed rate change will 
affect all parishes served 
by SWEPCO if approved 
by the Commission. The 
proposed rate change is 
sought primarily to recover 
the cost of service incurred 
by SWEPCO to restore 
electric service following 
Hurricanes Laura and Del-
ta, and the February 2021 
Winter Storm Event. 
SWEPCO’s Application 
filed on October 18, 2021 
with the LPSC, will be no-
ticed and docketed in ac-
cordance with LPSC Rules 
and may be viewed in the 
office of the LPSC in Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, and also 
on the LPSC’s website 
(www.lpsc.louisiana.gov) 
upon publication in the LP-
SC’s Official Bulletin. Addi-
tionally the LPSC may be 
contacted regarding any 
questions. 

October 22, 2021
Minden Press-Herald
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DRIVERS

SHORT HAUL 
DRIVERS 
NEEDED- 

Home daily out 
of Springhill, 
Louisiana Dry 
Van division. 
Qualified ap-
plicants must 

have class 
A CDL and 2 
years experi-

ence. Paid hol-
idays, vacation 

and health, 
dental and vi-
sion benefits. 
Sign on bonus 

offered.
Call Chris 318-
994-6291 Kim 
870-845-2405. 

FOR SALE

 For sale: 
Property at 
232 N. Mid-

dle Landing, 
Minden, LA. 
Interested 
only call 

318-288-1460. 

ATTORNEYS
Recently diagnosed 
with LUNG CANCER 
and 60+ years old? 
Call now! You and 
your family may 
be entitled to a 

SIGNIFICANT CASH 
AWARD. Call 1-888-
290-0193 today. Free 

Consultation. No Risk 
(LA-SCAN)

ATTORNEYS
Were you an 

INDUSTRIAL or 
CONSTRUCTION 
TRADESMAN and 

recently diagnosed 
with LUNG CANCER? 
You and your family 
may be entitled to a 
SIGNIFICANT CASH 

AWARD. Call 
1-855-954-4792 

for your risk free 
consultation 
(LA- SCAN)

BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIES

BECOME A 
PUBLISHED AUTHOR! 

We edit, print and 
distribute your work 

internationally. We do 
the work; you reap 
the REWARDS! Call 
for a FREE Author’s 

Submission Kit. 
1-877-287-9291

 (LA-SCAN)

BUSINESS 
OPPORTUNITIES

Become a published 
author! Publication 

sold at all major 
secular & specialty 

Christian bookstores. 
Call Christian Faith 

Publishing for 
your FREE author 

submission kit. 1-877-
497-3255 (LA-SCAN)

EDUCATION
COMPUTER & 
IT TRAINING 

PROGRAM! Train 
ONLINE to get the 
skills to become a 
Computer & Help 
Desk Professional 
now! Grants and 

Scholarships 
available for certain 

programs for qualified 
applicants. Call CTI 

for details! 
1-855-471-2636 (M-F 

8am-6pm ET) 
(LA-SCAN)

EDUCATION
Flexible Healthcare 

Career Training, 
Medical Billing and 

Coding Program. Call 
Now For Information: 

1-866-746-4143 
(LA- SCAN)

EDUCATION
TRAIN Online To DO 
MEDICAL BILLING. 
Become a Medical 
Office Professional 
online at CTI! Get 
Trained, Certified 
& ready to work in 
months. Call 1-866-
350-4447. (M-F 8am-
6pm ET) (LA-SCAN)

FINANCIAL 
SERVICES

ARE YOU BEHIND 
$10k OR MORE ON 
YOUR TAXES? Stop 
wage & bank levies, 

liens & audits, unfiled 
tax returns, payroll 

issues, & resolve tax 
debt FAST. Call 1-855-

832-2310 
(LA-SCAN)

FINANCIAL 
SERVICES

Denied Credit?? 
Work to Repair Your 
Credit Report With 
The Trusted Leader 
in Credit Repair. Call 
Lexington Law for a 
FREE credit report 
summary & credit 

repair consultation. 
1-855-527-0217. John 

C. Heath, Attorney 
at Law, PLLC, dba 

Lexington Law Firm 
(LA-SCAN)
FINANCIAL 
SERVICES

Over $10K in debt? 
Be debt free in 24-48 
months. Pay nothing 

to enroll. Call National 
Debt Relief at 

1-855-794-1033 
(LA- SCAN)
FINANCIAL 
SERVICES

SAVE YOUR 
HOME! Are you 

behind paying your 
MORTGAGE? Denied 
a Loan Modification? 

Threatened with 
FORECLOSURE? Call 

the Homeowner’s 
Relief Line now for 

HELP! 1-866-470-1641 
(LA-SCAN)

FOR SALE
Put on your TV Ears 

and hear TV with 
unmatched clarity. TV 

Ears Original were 
originally $129.95 
- NOW WITH THIS 

SPECIAL OFFER are 
only $59.95 with code 

MCB59! Call 
1-855-935-3524 

(LA-SCAN)

HEALTH AND 
WELLNESS
ATTENTION 

DIABETICS! Save 
money on your 

diabetic supplies! 
Convenient home 

shipping for monitors, 
test strips, insulin 

pumps, catheters and 
more! To learn more, 

call now! 
1-888-723-9462

 (LA-SCAN)

HEALTH AND 
WELLNESS

ATTENTION: OXYGEN 
USERS! The NEW 
Inogen One G5. 

1-6 flow settings. 
Designed for 24-hour 
oxygen use. Compact 
and Lightweight. Get 
a FREE Info kit today. 

1-855-874-9438 
(LA-SCAN)

HEALTH AND 
WELLNESS

Attention: Oxygen 
Users! Gain freedom 

with a Portable 
Oxygen Concentrator! 

No more heavy 
tanks and refills! 

Guaranteed Lowest 
Prices! Call Oxygen 
Concentrator Store: 

1-855-382-4168
 (LA-SCAN)

HEALTH AND 
WELLNESS

Become a published 
author! Publications 

sold at all major 
secular & specialty 

Christian bookstores. 
CALL Christian 

Faith Publishing for 
your FREE author 

submission kit. 
1-877-497-3255 

(LA-SCAN)

HEALTH AND 
WELLNESS

FREE MEDICARE 
SUPPLEMENT 
QUOTES! Top 

Providers. Excellent 
Coverage. Call for no 
obligation quote to 
see how much you 

can save. 1-877-326-
0344 (LA-SCAN)

HEALTH AND 
WELLNESS

MobileHelp, America’s 
Premier Mobile 

Medical Alert System. 
Whether you’re home 

or away. For safety 
and peace of mind. 

NO LONG TERM 
CONTRACTS! Free 

Brochure! Call Today! 
1-855-411-0949 (LA-

SCAN)

HEALTH AND 
WELLNESS

SelectQuote is 
dedicated to finding 
a Medicare plan right 

for you and your 
wallet. Call 1-844-

668-3694 today and 
receive a free quote 

from one of our 
multiple carriers (LA-

SCAN)

HEALTH AND 
WELLNESS

Still paying too 
much for your 

MEDICATION? Save 
up to 90% on RX 

refill! Order today and 
receive free shipping 

on 1st order - 
prescription required. 
Call 1-855-978-2676 

(LA-SCAN)

Health and Wellness
Stroke and 

Cardiovascular 
disease are leading 

causes of death, 
according to the 
American Heart 

Association. 
Screenings can 
provide peace 

of mind or early 
detection! Contact 
Life Line Screening 

to schedule your 
screening. Special 
offer - 5 screenings 
for just $149. Call 

1-866-470-1458 (LA-
SCAN)

HEALTH AND 
WELLNESS

VIAGRA and CIALIS 
USERS! 50 Pills 
SPECIAL $99.00 

FREE Shipping! 100% 
guaranteed. CALL 

NOW! 1-855-403-6345 
(LA-SCAN)

HOME AND GARDEN
Eliminate gutter 

cleaning forever with 
LeafFilter, the most 

advanced debris 
blocking gutter 

protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter 

estimate today. Call 
1-866-846-0785 

(LA-SCAN)

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

BATHROOM 
RENOVATIONS EASY 

ONE DAY updates! 
We specialize in safe 
bathing. Grab bars, 
no slip flooring & 

seated showers. Call 
for a FREE in-home 
consultation. 1-855-

238-1870 
(LA-SCAN)

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

GENERAC Standby 
Generators provide 

backup power during 
utility power outages, 

so your home and 
family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare 

now. Free 7-year 
extended warranty 

($695 value!). Request 
a free quote today! 
Call for additional 

terms and conditions. 
1-888-718-6066 (LA-

SCAN)

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

NEED NEW 
FLOORING? Call 
Empire Today to 
schedule a FREE 

in-home estimate on 
Carpeting & Flooring. 
Call Today! 1-844-275-

9869 (LA-SCAN)

HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

The bathroom of your 
dreams for as little as 
$149per month! BCI 

Bath & Shower. Many 
options available. 
Quality materials 

& professional 
installation. Senior 

& Military Discounts 
Available. Limited 
Time Offer - FREE 

virtual in-home 
consultation now 

and SAVE 15%! Call 
Today! 1-866-806-5009 

(LA-SCAN)

HOME SERVICES
$59.99 per month 
DIRECTV Special. 

155+ Channels, HBO 
for 12 months and 3 
months of Premium 

Movie Channels! 
Whole Home GENIE 
HD DVR! Call Now! 
1-888-498-4312 (LA-

SCAN)

HOME SERVICES
AT&T TV - The Best 

of Live & On-Demand 
On All Your Favorite 

Screens. CHOICE 
Package, $64.99 per 
month plus taxes for 
12 months. Premium 

Channels at No 
Charge for One Year! 
Anytime, anywhere. 
Some restrictions 

apply. W/ith 24- 
month. agreement TV 

price higher in 2nd 
year. Regional Sports 

Fee up to $8.49 per 
month.is extra & 
applies. Call IVS 
1-833-317-1353 

(LA-SCAN)

HOME SERVICES
ATTENTION 

HOMEOWNERS! 
If you have water 

damage to your home 
and need cleanup 

services, call us! We’ll 
get in

and work with your 
insurance agency 
to get your home 

repaired and your life 
back to normal ASAP! 

Call 1-888-706-1445 
(LA-SCAN)

HOME SERVICES
BEST SATELLITE 

TV with 2 Year Price 
Guarantee! $59.99 

per month with 
190 channels and 
3 months FREE 
Premium Movie 

Channels! FREE next 
day installation! Call 

1-844-284-8095 
(LA-SCAN)

HOME SERVICES
DIRECTV - Every live 
football game, every 
Sunday - anywhere 
- on your favorite 

device. Restrictions 
apply. Call IVS - 
1-866-734-0452 

(LA-SCAN)

HOME SERVICES
DIRECTV for $69.99/

mo
for 12 months with 
CHOICE Package. 

Watch your favorite 
live sports, news 
& entertainment 

anywhere. One year 

of HBO Max FREE. 
Directv is #1 in 

Customer Satisfaction 
(JD Power & Assoc.) 
Call for more details! 

(some restrictions 
apply) Call 1-866-734-

0452 
(LA- SCAN)

HOME SERVICES
DIRECTV NOW. No 
Satellite Needed. 

$40/month. 65 
Channels. Stream 

Breaking News, Live 
Events, Sports & On 
Demand Titles. No 

Annual Contract. No 
Commitment. CALL 

1-844-246-2428 
(LA-SCAN)

HOME SERVICES
DISH NETWORK 

$59.99 for 190 
Channels! Blazing 

Fast Internet, $19.99 
per month. (where 

available.) Switch & 
Get a FREE $100 Visa 
Gift Card. FREE Voice 

Remote. FREE HD 
DVR. FREE Streaming 
on ALL Devices. Call 

today! 1-855-654-8207 
(LA-SCAN)

HOME SERVICES
Earthlink High 

Speed internet. As 
Low As $14.95 per 

month (for the first 3 
months) Reliable High 

Speed Fiber Optic 
Technology. Stream 
Videos, Music and 

More! Call Earthlink 
Today! 1-866-794-6858 

(LA-SCAN)

HOME SERVICES
HughesNet - Finally, 
super-fast internet 

no matter where you 
live. 25 Mbps just 
$59.99 per month! 
Unlimited Data is 

Here. Stream Video. 
Bundle TV & Internet. 
Free Installation. Call 

1-855-723-9424 
(LA-SCAN)

HOME SERVICES
Secure your home 
with Vivint Smart 
Home technology. 

Call 1-888-894-0402 
to learn how you can 
get a professionally 

installed security 
system with $0 

activation (LA-SCAN)

HOME SERVICES
The weather is 
increasingly 

unpredictable. Be 
prepared for power 

outages. FREE 
7-Year extended 
warranty ($695 

value!) Schedule 
your FREE in-home 
assessment today! 
Call 1-888-718-6060. 

Special Financing for 
qualified customers. 

(LA- SCAN)

HOME SERVICES
Two great new offers 
from AT&T Wireless! 
Ask how to get the 

new iPhone 11 or Next 
Generation Samsung 
Galaxy S10e ON US 

with AT&T’s Buy one, 
Give One offer. While 
supplies last! CALL 

1-866-393-0713 
(LA-SCAN)

HOME SERVICES
Viasat Satellite Internet 
Up to 12 mbps Plans 
Starting at $30 per 
month. Our Fastest 

Speeds (up to 50mbps) 
& Unlimited Data 

Plans start at $100 
per month. Call Viasat 
today! 1-855-801-0860 

(LA-SCAN)

INSURANCE
ATTENTION SMALL 

BUSINESS OWNERS! 
Are you protected 
in case of property 
damage or if you 

have an interruption 
in service due to 
a property event? 
Business Owner 

Property insurance 

IS AFFORDABLE and 
WILL PROTECT YOU 
when the unexpected 

happens! For free 
quote, call 1-877-370-

3233 (M-F 7:30am-
9:30pm ET) (LA-SCAN)

INSURANCE
AUTO INSURANCE 

STARTING AT $49 PER 
MONTH! Call 1-844-

430-4651 for your free 
rate comparison to see 

how much you can 
save! (LA-SCAN)

INSURANCE
DENTAL INSURANCE 

from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. 
NOT just a discount 
plan, REAL coverage 
for (350) procedures. 
Call 1-855-268-0108 

for details. www.
dental50plus.com/

Find the right senior living 
option for your mom or dad 
with our personalized process
Our service is free, as we’re paid by our 
participating communities and providers.

1-866-904-3331

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

855-649-6863 

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

Limited Time O� er - Call for Details

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  install and 
activate the generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of 
terms and conditions.   

Get your FREE Information Kit
Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and 
Preventive Benefits Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this 
type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not 
available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; 
PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds: 
B438, B439 (GA: B439B).
6208-0721

DENTAL Insurance

If you’ve put off dental care, it’s easy to 
get back on track. Call Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company now for inexpensive 
dental insurance. Get help paying for the 
dental care you need. 

Getting back to the dentist  
couldn’t be easier!

CALL TODAY
1-855-409-6083 

Dental50Plus.com/statewide

morning 6118-0219 
(LA-SCAN)

INSURANCE
Life Insurance 

up to $15,000 of 
GURANTEED Life 

Insurance! No Medical 
Exam or Health 

Questions. Cash to 
help pay funeral and 
other final expenses. 
Call Physicians Life 
Insurance Company 

1-877-535-2381 or visit 
www.Life55plus. info/
louisiana (LA-SCAN)

INSURANCE
SAVE BIG ON HOME 

INSURANCE! Compare 
20 A-Rated insurance 

companies. Get a 
quote within minutes. 

Average savings 
of $444 per year! 

Call 1-877-533-3917 

(Monday-Friday 8am-
8pm Central) 
(LA-SCAN)

INSURANCE
WE SHOP, YOU SAVE 

on your Medicare 
Supplement Insurance! 

Call 1-844-885-9650 
today to compare 
Medicare benefits 

and costs from up to 
20 top-rated carriers. 

Receive the best option 
for you. (LA-SCAN)

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT
Portable Oxygen 

Concentrator May Be 
Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim Independence 
and mobility with the 
compact design and 
long lasting battery 
of Inogen One. For a 
FREE information kit 
call 1-855-636-1667

 (LA-SCAN)

MISC.

 20-week 
Christian 

Intervention 
Program(CIP) 
class. For the 

chemically 
dependent, 

their families, 
and others. 
Anyone is 

welcome. The 
program offers 

life-skills 
and is court 
approved. 

Classes are 
on Sundays 

4:30pm - 
5:30pm. If you 
are interested, 
please contact 

us at (318) 
377-0390. 
 Use Skin 

Balm to relieve 
scratching 

and promote 
healing due 
to hot spots 

& allergies on 
dogs and cats 

without 
steroids.  

Minden Farm 
& Garden.  
371-0010 

(www.
fleabeacon.

com) 
RENTAL

 2 spaces 
available. 

Shade Park 
on the lake. 

465-9672 
EMPLOYMENT

 Presbyterian 
Village of Ho-
mer is accept-
ing application 
for LPN’s Full-
Time and Part-

Time shifts 
available. Part-
Time weekend 

RN position 
available. 

Contact: Alex 
White Director 
of Nursing at 

(318) 927-6133. 
 Presbyterian 
Village of Ho-
mer is accept-

ing applica-
tions for CNA’s 
Full-Time and 

Part-Time 
shifts avail-

able. Must be 
CNA Certified. 
Contact: Joyce 
Pickens CNA 
Supervisor at 

(318) 927-6133. 
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