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In an effort to cel-
ebrate the holiday 
season along with 
Minden’s historic 
downtown area, Min-
den Main Street is host-
ing a Storefront/Win-
dow Display Contest 
to help inspire busi-
nesses to participate in 
decorating Minden up 
for the Christmas sea-
son. There will be cash 
prizes awarded to the 
first and second place 
winners of 150 and 100 
dollars respectively. 

“The first time we did 
this in 2019, we kind 
went only to those that 
had windows, well we 
changed it to where 
now we’re including 
storefronts too. I don’t 
care if you have a win-
dow or not, you can 
decorate your store-
front somehow some-
way,” said Mahala Hut-
to, Minden Main Street 
Director.

The judging will take 
place later next Friday 

on Dec. 11 and the win-
ner shall be announced 
at the Christmas Tree 
Lighting Ceremony & 
Fireworks Show taking 
place at 7 PM the fol-
lowing day in front of 
the Civic Center.

Businesses wishing to 
participate need to ac-
quire, fill out and sub-
mit a registration form 

which can be picked up 
at City Hall. Completed 
forms can be returned 
at City Hall or emailed 
to mainstreet@minde-
nusa.com.

Some general guide-
lines for participating 
businesses include 
making sure the dis-
play is visible from the 
street, that the decora-

tion match the Christ-
mas/Winter These, and 
of course no derogatory 
remarks or pictures. 
Other than that, design 
choices are up to the 
storeowners discretion. 

“It’s a way to get ev-
erybody involved and 
making our city a little 
brighter,” said Hutto. “It 
makes our city shine.”
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Minden Main Street hosts Holiday Storefront/
Window Display Contest

WILL PHILLIPS/MINDEN PRESS-HERALD
Red Blooms seen above displaying their Holiday Cheer for the Christmas Season 
as well as the second ever Minden Main Street Storefront/Window Display Contest. 
Businesses throughout downtown Minden will be competing amongst one another 
in some friendly competition to see who can create the most eye-catching Christ-
mas/Winter Display. The winners will be announced next Saturday at the Tree 
Lighting Ceremony in front of the Minden Civic Center. 

DOWNTOWN

St. Jude Auction 
Announces next year’s 

theme, Raffles Open Early
WILL PHILLIPS
Minden Press-Herald

Wasting no time be-
fore the new year, the or-
ganizers of the Minden 
St. Jude Auction have 
decided on the theme 
for the event next year 
taking place Feb. 10th 
through the 13th. Note 
that the Auction is on the 
second weekend of Feb. 
as opposed to the first, 
due to the date change 
of the Super Bowl. 

“We are super excited 
about our theme this 
year. Last year was tough 
with having to limit and 
doing our event like we 
never did before. We’re 
just excited to involve 
the whole community in 
person again this year,” 
said Event Organizer 
Laura Hollingsworth.

This year’s theme 
theme will be a circus 
theme, titled “The Great-
est Show On Earth: Cure 
One, Cure All!” Patrick 
Miller was the designer 
for this year’s logo fea-
turing a circus tent, and 

as an ode to it being the 
46th Minden St. Jude 
Auction, the tent fea-
tures two flags on either 
side displaying the year 
the auction began in 
1976 to the soon to be 
current year of 2022. 

This year they have de-
cided to open the web-
site early, accepting do-
nations, and within the 
next few weeks, t-shirt 
pre-orders and raffle 
items will be opened as 
well. 

For any businesses, or-
ganizations, or individu-
als that wish to sponsor 
the auction, there is still 
time to do so. Sponsor-
ships are due the first 
week of January. 

“Everybody loves the 
circus, and we really feel 
like our Minden Show 
is the greatest on earth. 
We have something for 
everybody, and some-
times it really does run 
like a three ring circus, 
but each year in the end, 
it always turns out for 
the best,” said Holling-
sworth.

ST. JUDE AUCTION

Biden’s vaccine mandate losses mount as 3 federal judges cite executive 
overreach in 2 days

(The Center Square) – 
President Joe Biden lost 
three federal challenges 
to his vaccine mandates 
in just two days this week, 
with judges ruling the 
mandates are executive 
branch overreach and 
likely unconstitutional.

Federal judges in Mis-
souri, Kentucky and Loui-
siana issued rulings on 
Monday and Tuesday in 
separate cases filed by 
multiple states, handing 
primarily Republican at-
torneys general sweep-
ing victories and ensuring 
workers wouldn’t be fired 
for refusing to take the CO-
VID-19 shots.

On Tuesday, U.S. Dis-
trict Judge Gregory Van 
Tatenhove in Kentucky 
blocked Biden’s mandate 
imposed on federal con-
tractors in response to a 
lawsuit filed by the attor-
neys general of Kentucky, 
Ohio and Tennessee.

“The question present-
ed here is narrow,” Van 
Tatenhove wrote in his de-
cision. “Can the president 
use congressionally dele-

gated authority to manage 
the federal procurement 
of goods and services to 
impose vaccines on the 
employees of federal con-
tractors and subcontrac-
tors? In all likelihood, the 
answer to that question is 
no.”

On the same day, 
U.S. District Judge Terry 
Doughty in Louisiana is-
sued a nationwide prelim-
inary injunction against 
Biden’s mandate on 
health care workers. His 
order blocked a regulation 
issued by the Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid 
Services on Nov. 4, which 
would have required more 
than 17 million full- and 
part-time employees, vol-
unteers and contractors 
working at health care 
facilities funded by Medi-
care or Medicaid to lose 
their jobs if they didn’t 
get the vaccine by certain 
deadlines.

Doughty said the Biden 
administration doesn’t 
have the constitutional au-
thority to bypass Congress 
and issue such a mandate.

“If the executive branch 
is allowed to usurp the 
power of the legislative 
branch to make laws, two 
of the three powers con-
ferred by our Constitu-
tion would be in the same 
hands,” he wrote. “If hu-
man nature and history 
teach anything, it is that 
civil liberties face grave 
risks when governments 
proclaim indefinite states 
of emergency … During 
a pandemic such as this 
one, it is even more impor-
tant to safeguard the sepa-
ration of powers set forth 
in our Constitution to 
avoid erosion of our liber-
ties. The liberty interests of 
the unvaccinated requires 
nothing less.”

Louisiana Attorney 
General Jeff Landry said 
the ruling was a “major 
win for our healthcare he-
roes.” He added, “While 
Joe Biden villainizes our 
healthcare heroes with 
his ‘jab or job’ edicts, I will 
continue to stand up to the 
President’s bully tactics 
and fight for liberty.”

Landry led a 14-state co-

alition that sued the Biden 
administration, arguing 
the mandate violates the 
Administrative Procedure 
Act, the Social Security 
Act, the Congressional Re-
view Act and the U.S. Con-
stitution.

Thirteen states joined 
Louisiana, including Ari-
zona, Alabama, Georgia, 
Idaho, Indiana, Kentucky, 
Mississippi, Montana, 
Ohio, Oklahoma, South 
Carolina, Utah and West 
Virginia.

Montana Attorney Gen-
eral Austin Knudsen said 
of the ruling, “In the past 
weeks, I’ve heard from 
healthcare workers across 
our state whose jobs were 
being threatened if they 
did not comply with Presi-
dent Biden’s overreach-
ing federal mandate. With 
the CMS mandate now 
blocked in Montana until 
the case is decided, medi-
cal facilities have no rea-
son to threaten their em-
ployees if they don’t get 
the vaccine.”

The rulings came after 
one issued on Monday by 

U.S. District Judge Mat-
thew Schelp in Missouri. 
Schelp granted a pre-
liminary injunction in 10 
states that sued over the 
health care worker man-
date, including Alaska, 
Arkansas, Iowa, Kansas, 
Missouri, Nebraska, New 
Hampshire, North Dakota, 
South Dakota and Wyo-
ming.

“Congress did not clear-
ly authorize CMS to enact 
this politically and eco-
nomically vast, federal-
ism-altering, and bound-
ary-pushing mandate,” 
Schelp argued.

Liberty Counsel Found-
er and Chairman Mat 
Staver, who has sued over 
the mandates on behalf of 
federal employees, Navy 
SEALs and members of 
the U.S. military, said, “It is 
promising that these fed-
eral judges are acknowl-
edging that Biden has no 
authority to issue unlawful 
shot mandates to any per-
son in America. It’s a mat-
ter of time before more 
courts rule against this 
administration’s agenda 

to force people to choose 
between their livelihood 
and religious beliefs and 
injecting an experimental 
drug into their bodies.”

In each ruling, the judg-
es restrained the U.S. De-
partment of Health and 
Human Services and the 
CMS, their directors, em-
ployees, Administrators 
and Secretaries from im-
plementing the mandate, 
as well as all healthcare 
providers, suppliers, own-
ers, employees and all oth-
ers it attempts to cover.

The preliminary injunc-
tions will remain in effect 
pending the final resolu-
tion of the cases, or until 
their respective appellate 
courts, or ultimately, the 
U.S. Supreme Court rules 
on the matter.

Earlier in November, the 
Fifth U.S. Circuit Court in 
New Orleans twice ruled 
against Biden’s private 
sector vaccine mandate, 
citing “grave” constitu-
tional concerns.

COVID



Dixie Inn – On Sun-
day, November 28, 
2021, just before 10:30 
p.m., Troopers as-
signed to Louisiana 
State Police Troop G 
began investigating 
a two-vehicle fatal-
ity crash on I-20, west 
of U.S. Hwy 371. This 
crash claimed the lives 
of 44-year-old Omar 
Gonzalez of Mission, 
Texas and 47-year-old 
Myphuong Thi Truong 
of Georgetown, Texas.

The initial investiga-
tion revealed that prior 
to the fatal crash, a 2017 
Jeep Grand Cherokee, 
occupied by Myphu-
ong Thi Truong and 
62-year old Leslie T. 
Truong of Georgetown, 
Texas, was traveling 
westbound on I-20.  As 
the Jeep was traveling 

westbound, it collided 
with a deer in the road-
way. After impact, both 
occupants exited the 
vehicle while it was still 
in the roadway.  

Shortly after the ini-
tial crash, 41-year-old 
Rafael Escobar Lopez 
of Waxahachie, Texas, 
was driving a 2016 Toy-
ota Tundra westbound 
on I-20 and stopped his 
vehicle in the roadway 
behind the Jeep.  As the 
Jeep and the Tundra 
were stationary in the 
left lane, a westbound 
2021 Toyota 4Runner, 
driven by Gonzalez, 
struck the rear of the 
Tundra.  This impact 
caused the Tundra 
to impact with both 
Myphuong Thi Truong 
and Leslie T. Truong as 
they were standing in 

the roadway.
Myphuong Thi Tru-

ong suffered fatal in-
juries and was pro-
nounced dead on the 
scene.  Leslie T. Truong 
was transported to a 
local hospital in criti-
cal condition.  Lopez 
and two passengers in 
the Tundra were unre-
strained and suffered 
minor injuries.  Gon-
zalez, who was not re-
strained, was transport-
ed to Minden Medical 
Center where was pro-
nounced dead.   

Impairment is not 
suspected to be a factor 
in this crash; however, 
routine toxicology sam-
ples were taken from all 
drivers and submitted 
for analysis. The crash 
remains under investi-
gation.

Troopers would like 
to take this opportu-
nity to inform motor-
ists that Louisiana law 
states that if you are 
involved in a crash and 
your vehicle is still driv-
able, you should move 
your vehicle to the 
emergency shoulder 
immediately.  This sim-
ple action can prevent 
more severe secondary 
crashes from occurring. 

In addition, motorists 
should avoid all dis-
tractions while driving 
so that they are aware 
of any object or vehicle 
that may be obstructing 
the travel lane.

In 2021, Troop G has 
investigated 35 fatal 
crashes, resulting in 38 
deaths.
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Shot for $100 program extended again as COVID vaccination, testing incentives cost 
millions

(The Center Square) 
– The Louisiana Depart-
ment of Health has ex-
tended a COVID-19 vac-
cination giveaway called 
Shot for $100 as the state 
continues to provide tax-
payer-funded incentives 
to the public.

Shot for $100 was 
launched in August as 
a $7.5 million perk for 
college students to go 
“sleeves up.” The initia-
tive offered $100 pre-
loaded debit cards for 
students age 18-29 to 
receive a dose of an ap-
proved COVID-19 vac-
cine.

Gov. John Bel Edwards 
expanded the program 
to include all Louisian-
ans with an end date of 
Oct. 31. The deadline was 
pushed to Nov. 30 while 

including 5-to-11-year-
olds, then recently ex-
tended again to Dec. 31.

“With the holiday sea-
son upon us and the 
emergence of the new 
Omicron variant, there 
is a new sense of urgency 
around getting your vac-
cine,” State Health Of-
ficer Dr. Joseph Kanter 
said Tuesday upon an-
nouncing the latest in-
centive extension.

To collect the $100, 
eligible residents need 
to register at ShotFor100.
com, which requires en-
tering personal identity 
information, the date of 
vaccination and a unique 
10-digit vaccine code. 
The information is re-
tained per program rules.

“The Louisiana De-
partment of Health 

maintains the records 
and personal data of 
those who have had CO-
VID-19 vaccinations ad-
ministered at non-feder-
al facilities in Louisiana 
within a secure com-
puter system,” the policy 
reads.

According to a Health 
Department statement, 
more than 34,300 pre-
loaded debit cards have 
been distributed as of 
Monday. The agency 
also is providing cash in-
centives for high school 
students to get tested for 
COVID-19 in participat-
ing schools districts.

In East Baton Rouge, 
students can receive $25 
for their first nasal swab 
test and $10 for each ad-
ditional test. Teachers 
and school staff also can 

benefit from the testing 
giveaways; up to $350 
this school year.

Orleans, Jefferson, Bo-
galusa and Zachary par-
ish school districts also 
are participating, as is 
the state’s Special School 
District for children with 
disabilities.

The Health Depart-
ment said the funds for 
the Shot for $100 and 
high school testing in-
centive programs come 
from federal coronavirus 
relief funds.

Louisiana’s $2.3 mil-
lion Shot at a Million 
vaccine lottery also was 
federally funded, though 
studies have shown 
taxpayer-funded lottery 
programs produce negli-
gible results.

A study published in 

the Journal of the Ameri-
can Medical Association 
(JAMA) found no differ-
ence in vaccination rates 
across the 19 states that 
spent millions on vac-
cine lotteries and states 
that did not.

“No statistically sig-
nificant association was 
detected between a cash-
drawing announcement 
and the number of vac-
cinations before or after 
the announcement date, 
a period that included 
announcements of lot-
tery winners for most lot-
tery states,” the authors 
said.

A separate study pub-
lished July 2 found vac-
cine lotteries do not in-
crease “vaccine uptake,” 
though Louisiana’s pro-
gram begin selecting lot-

tery winners weeks later.

“It is important to rig-

orously evaluate strate-

gies designed to increase 

vaccine uptake, rapidly 

deploy successful strate-

gies, and phase out those 

that do not work,” said Al-

lan J. Walkey, a physician 

at Boston Medical Center 

and study author.

According to the De-

partment of Health, Lou-

isiana remains one of the 

least-vaccinated states in 

the country. The depart-

ment’s most figures show 

2.5 million residents have 

had at least one vaccine 

dose, or roughly half the 

state population.
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Rhonda Herriage 
Memorial service celebrating the 

life of Rhonda Herriage will be held 

Tuesday November 30th at 10:00 

a.m. at First Baptist Church in Min-

den, Louisiana with Brother Leland 

Crawford officiating. 

Rhonda was born May 14, 1960, 

in Homer, Louisiana and went to be with her Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ, on November 26, 2021, in Minden, 

Louisiana. 

She is survived by her husband of 39 wonderful years 

of laughter and love, Brad Herriage of Minden.  Son, 

Chip Herriage, wife Lauren and grandson Dayton of 

Minden.  Son, Spencer Herriage, wife Margot and 

granddaughter Ireland of Bossier City.   She loved her 

family with all of her heart and soul.

Rose-Neath Funeral Home 

211 Murrell Street 

Minden, Louisiana 71055 

(318) 377-3412 

Floyd “Donald” 
Gray II

Memorial Service for Mr. 
Floyd “Donald” Gray II will be at 
10:00am, on Monday, December 6, 
2021 at Rose-Neath Funeral Home, 
211 Murrell St, Minden, Louisiana 

71055, with Charles “Woody” Woodham officiating.
Mr. Gray entered eternal rest Friday, November 26, 

2021 at Minden Medical Center surrounded by his 

loving family. Mr. Gray was a member of the Army Na-
tional Guard for 25 years. He loved his family, build-
ing model cars, and spending as much time with his 
grandbaby as he could. He will be dearly missed by all 
that knew and loved him. Mr. Gray was preceded in 
death by his ex wife, Sandra Gray, his parents, Floyd 
and Lorretta Gray; two aunts, Doris Moreau and Elaine 
Brodnax; and one grandson Wyatt Gray-Howard.

Mr. Gray is survived by his two daughters, Kimber-
ly Gray and Kelly Howard and her husband Brandon 
Howard, a grandson, Zachary Gray-Howard, a brother, 
Gary Gray and wife Helen Gray, a sister, Sheila Gray, 
one uncle, Leonard Gray, five nieces and one nephew.  

Robert Allen 
Dooly aka Bobby 

Robert was born on February 9, 

1958 in Big Springs, Texas. Robert 

entered into rest on November 6, 

2021 in Houston, Texas. 

A Celebration of Life Service will 

be held on December 4, 2021 at Pine Grove United 

Methodist Church at 11:00 am. 

Robert was preceded in death by his parents, Tom 

and Marie Dooly, one brother, Carl Dooly, and a neph-

ew, Jamie Rayner. 

He is survived by his wife, Linda Armstrong Dooly, 
his daughters, Grace Dooly, Stephanie Roe, and Jenni-
fer, his sons, Patrick Penton, Robby Dooly, and Chris 
Bradley. He is also survived by siblings: sisters, Judy 
Rayner and AJ, Kaye Scroggins and Paul, and broth-
ers, Kennith Dooly and Delores, Mike Dooly, Pat Dooly 
and Debbie, Rodney Dooly and Brenda, and Dan Doo-
ly and Lanea. Also survived by a host of nephews and 
nieces. 

Robert grew up in Minden, La. He joined the Marine 
Corps in 1975. 

Robert loved to hunt and enjoyed being with family. 
He was loved by all and will be greatly missed. He was 
a wonderful example of Faith in the Lord. 

He loved the Lord with all his heart.

BATON ROUGE, La. 
(AP) — Slow responses 
to damage claims. Con-
stant switch-ups of in-
surance adjusters assess-
ing the destruction. Low 
payment offers forcing 
people unnecessarily into 
litigation to get a fair deal. 

Louisiana lawmakers 
and others said Wednes-
day that those are the 
problems they’re see-
ing and hearing with the 
insurance industry as 
homeowners struggle to 
rebuild and recover from 
Hurricane Ida, which 
struck southeastern par-
ishes Aug. 29 as a Catego-
ry 4 storm.

Republican Sen. Mike 
Fesi, who lives in hard-hit 
Terrebonne Parish, said 
he’s been waiting 90 days 
to get a payment offer 
from his insurance com-
pany. 

“Just the not-knowing is 
worse than anything else. 
Either you’re going to get 
paid or you’re not,” Fesi 
said during a joint meet-
ing of the House and Sen-
ate insurance commit-
tees. “I can’t say whether 
the companies are pro-
crastinating on purpose.”

Frustrated lawmakers 
urged Insurance Com-
missioner Jim Donelon to 
help them devise ideas for 
improving the industry’s 
response to hurricanes. 
They say they are seeing 
the same problems that 
Louisiana encountered 
after last year’s Hurri-
canes Laura, Delta and 
Zeta. 

“It’s very sickening 
what we’ve just heard,” 
said Rep. Kathy Edmon-
ston, a Republican from 
Gonzales. “Obviously, 
something needs to be 
done.”

Donelon said he’ll 
propose some ideas for 
the 2022 regular legisla-
tive session, but offered 
no immediate sugges-
tions for how to speed up 
claims settlements. The 
Republican insurance 
regulator has urged peo-
ple with problems to file 
formal complaints with 
his office and has held 
town hall meetings to 
help people with claims 
issues.

“The number one com-
plaint is delays: slow-pay 
and no-pay,” said Doug 
Quinn, executive director 

of the nonprofit watch-
dog group the American 
Policyholder Association, 
which is tracking insur-
ance issues after Ida. 

Donelon said he didn’t 
yet have data on how 
many property insurance 
claims have been filed 
from Ida. About $10.5 bil-
lion was paid for claims 
related to 2020’s Laura, 
Delta and Zeta, he said.

Companies are re-
quired under state law to 
make initial contact with 
a customer filing a claim 
within 30 days, but Do-
nelon gave companies 
an extra 30 days for Ida 
because of the extensive 
destruction. Lawmakers 
questioned if that was too 
long. 

Donelon replied that 
he’s not hearing many 
complaints about the ini-
tial contact happening 
within 30 days, but rather 
that customers are receiv-
ing “radio silence” about 
their damage assessment 
and payment offer after 
that first outreach from 
the company. 

He and lawmakers also 
said they’re hearing com-
plaints about the “churn-

ing of adjusters,” with 
people seeing a changing 
group of people involved 
in assessing their home or 
business damage rather 
than a consistent point 
of contact handling their 
claims. 

“People call my office 
and say, ‘I’ve got my third 
adjuster and I’ve got to 
start all over again,’” said 
Senate Insurance Chair-
man Kirk Talbot, a Repub-
lican from River Ridge.

Insurance industry rep-
resentatives said the state 
doesn’t have enough ad-
justers to handle a hur-
ricane on the scale of 
Ida and they brought in 
people from elsewhere to 
help. 

Two of Louisiana’s larg-
est insurers — State Farm 
Insurance and Allstate In-
surance Company — said 
they have closed about 
82% of damage claims 
filed from Ida. Allstate 
reported receiving 42,000 
Ida claims, and State 
Farm more than 53,000 
claims. Louisiana Farm 
Bureau said it’s wrapped 
up 99% of its nearly 9,200 
Ida claims. 

Rodney Braxton, rep-

resenting State Farm, de-
fended the company as 
working through claims 
in a “timely fashion.” 

“I don’t know that any-
body will ever be satis-
fied when your home is 
destroyed, but we put our 
best effort in,” he said.

But closing a claim 
doesn’t always involve 
payment and doesn’t al-
ways mean that claims 
are fully resolved. Cus-
tomers can still seek ad-
ditional payments. 

Similar insurance 
problems plagued the 
response to Hurricane 
Laura in southwest Loui-
siana. 

Lawyer Cooper Four-

net, who said he repre-
sents hundreds of prop-
erty owners with Laura 
damage, said a settlement 
process created after the 
hurricane has been help-
ful in closing outstanding 
claims disputes with in-
surers. 

But Sen. Mike Reese, a 
Leesville Republican who 
represents areas dam-
aged by Laura, said cus-
tomers shouldn’t have 
to file litigation to reach 
satisfactory settlements 
with their insurance com-
panies. 

“It’s unfair to all of these 
citizens who have been so 
negatively impacted,” Re-
ese said.

Lawmakers outline insurance complaints 
after Hurricane Ida

AFTERMATH
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Earlier this month, much at-
tention in the Virginia gover-
nor’s race was given to the is-
sue of critical race theory in our 
schools and workplaces. This 
approach to race relations is 
based on judging people totally 
by their racial identity rather 
than by individual character, 
behavior, and merit.

Critical race theory is based 
on the foundation that all is-
sues must be viewed through 
the prism of race.  Nothing in 
this ideology will make anyone 
a better person or more toler-
ant person.  It does the oppo-
site.

The race for Virginia gov-
ernor engendered pushback 
from parents against the te-
nets of critical race theory be-
ing taught to their children in 
school. Parents objected to the 
“us versus them” approach to 
race and sought an approach 
to race relations built on indi-
vidual relationships between 
people of all races.

Even more parents and 
grandparents objected to the 
response of the federal govern-
ment and the Department of 
Justice to local school board 
protests. At the behest of the 
National School Board As-
sociation, the Department of 
Justice characterized protest-
ers as domestic terrorists. They 
threatened those who objected 
to school curriculum with fed-
eral law enforcement to “main-
tain order” in school board 
meetings. 

Before the controversy, a 
well-known previous Virginia 

Governor had a double-digit 
lead in polls.  After the con-
troversy the candidate op-
posing the teaching of critical 

race theory 
in schools 
won rela-
tively easily.  
Many Vir-
ginia vot-
ers made 
a state-
ment that 
“enough is 
enough” as 
it relates to 
the woke 
culture and 

critical race theory.  They sup-
ported the tenant of respecting 
people as individuals.

Not only are the founda-
tional principles of critical race 
theory a threat to race relations 
in our school classrooms, it is 
providing a foundation for ra-
cial animus in our workplaces. 
This came closer to home this 
summer when the American 
Medical Association (AMA) 
passed a strategic plan entitled 
“Embed Racial Justice and Ad-
vance Health Equity”.

This AMA plan to embed ra-
cial justice rejects a focus on 
individuals, historical perspec-
tive, meritocracy, and Ameri-
can exceptionalism as a “series 
of malignant narratives”. It’s 
hard to imagine the physician/
patient relationship without 
a focus on the individual and 
historical perspective or excel-
lence in health systems with-
out a focus on meritocracy.

Just as the parents in Virginia 

objected to critical race theory 
at school board meetings, a 
large group of physicians in 
our state registered our ob-
jection and rejected the AMA 
approach to this issue at our 
Louisiana State Medical Soci-
ety House of Delegates meeting 
this past summer.

There is no doubt our coun-
try has a dark side to its history. 
The treatment of indigenous 
people, slavery, and Jim Crow 
remain deep scars. KKK march-
es and the Tulsa Race Massacre 
occurred only a century ago 
and it was a century between 
the Emancipation Proclama-
tion and the Civil Rights Act 
that ended the systemic racism 
of Jim Crow.

We should acknowledge 
these historical facts in our na-
tion’s history so we can learn 
from them and make the fu-
ture better.  I have lived enough 
years to actually remember the 
last remnants of the Jim Crow 
South.  Today’s America is very 
different.  Although racism ex-
ists in individuals, our society 
is not one of systemic racism.

American learned from the 
Civil Rights movement of the 
1960s.  Dr. Martin Luther King 
created a vision for a better 
America when he spoke about 
his personal hope that his 
“four little children would one 
day live in a nation where they 
would not be judged by the col-
or of their skin but by the con-
tent of their character”.

And Dr. King created the 
strategy to accomplish this vi-
sion. He said “Let us not seek 

to satisfy our thirst for freedom 
by drinking from the cup of bit-
terness and hatred. We must 
forever conduct our struggle 
on the high plain of dignity and 
discipline”.

In a Times opinion piece last 
week, Greg Moore said “the 
problem with critical race the-
ory is that the phrase doesn’t 
mean anything”. I beg to differ. 
The description by the design-
ers of critical race theory is 
clear.

However, I will agree with 
him that neither side seems 
as interested as they should 
be with “teaching future gen-
erations how to show kindness 
and how to unite rather than 
divide”.

When we work together, we 
don’t have the time and energy 
to demonize each other. We 
don’t have time to divide into 
the oppressed and oppressor. 
We don’t have time to focus on 
the past. We are too busy focus-
ing on the present and future.

Race should not be a di-
vider. God certainly does not 
intend this for people. It’s why 
the great commandment is to 
love our neighbors. It’s why His 
definition of neighbors is all of 
us.  It is how America will ful-
fill its great potential and moral 
compass.

Dr. Phillip Rozeman is a past board 
chairman of the Alliance for Educa-

tion, Greater Shreveport Chamber of 
Commerce, and Northwest Louisiana 

Medical Society. He is a past recipient 
of the Spirit of Martin Luther King 

award given by the City of Shreveport.

OTHER OPINION

Rozeman: Race should not be a divider

PHILLIP
ROZEMAN

OpiniOn Joshua Specht, Editor and Publisher
jspecht@press-herald.com

Eight Texans rewrote the 
Bible, but in a good way.

The New Revised Standard 
Version, one of the most 
popular translations of the 
Bible ever published, got an 
update recently. The NRS-
VUE (updated edition) was 
released to publishers Nov. 
16, according to Religion 
News Service. Print editions 
should start hitting shelves 
next year.

The NRSV is curated by 
Friendship Press, a subsid-
iary of the National Council 
of Churches, which includes 
dozens of denominations 
representing 30 million 
church members.

Bible translations are typi-
cally done by committees 

of scholars with expertise 
in ancient languages. This 
update was conducted by 
seven general editors and 56 
book editors over a span of 
two years, according to the 
Friendship Press website.

One of those scholars was 
Deirdre Fulton, associate 
professor of Hebrew Bible 
at Baylor University. Fulton 
is an expert on the books of 
Ezra and Nehemiah. She has 
written extensively on those 
works and is currently work-
ing on a commentary. She 
said it was “just an amazing 
experience” to work on the 
update, both because she 
enjoys working with ancient 
texts but also because of the 
importance of her task.

“You just don’t take it light-
ly,” she said.

Throughout history, new 
Bible translations have been 
fairly rare, but they exploded 
in the 20th century. Now, the 
popular YouVersion smart 
phone app includes 67 Eng-
lish translations. But updates 
to a major version don’t hap-
pen often. These are trans-
lations of sacred texts, after 
all. Not iPhones. The NRSV 
arrived in 1989 as an update 
to the Revised Standard Ver-
sion which was published in 
1946.

The NRSVUE was cre-
ated with consideration for 
“modern sensibilities” that 
identify people less by their 
circumstances. For instance, 

“slave woman” is now ren-
dered “enslaved woman.” 
And “demoniacs, epileptics 
and paralytics,” now reads 
“people possessed by de-
mons or having epilepsy or 
afflicted with paralysis.” It 
is also informed by recent 
scholarship and the Dead 
Sea Scrolls.

Fulton told us the process 
for proposing updates was 
stringent. To suggest the 
change of a single word, she 
would write a multipage ar-
gument using many schol-
arly sources. And many of 
those arguments were re-
jected by the project’s edito-
rial committee.

Eight of the scholars who 
worked on this update are 

Texans, representing Baylor, 
Southern Methodist Univer-
sity, Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Rice 
University, Texas Christian 
University and Austin Pres-
byterian Theological Semi-
nary.

“We have amazing bibli-
cal scholars in Texas,” Fulton 
said. “The I-35 corridor is 
just awesome.”

If you’re looking for a 
flashy, headline-grabbing 
bunch, scholars in ancient 
languages are not a good 
place to start. But we’re glad 
Texas scholars are among 
those doing this sensitive 
and important work that will 
impact generations to come.

EDITORIAL ROUNDUP

Dallas Morning News: New Bible translation has a Texas touch

ANDREA BRANTLEY
Family Promise

In recent months, there has 
been much discussion about 
the eviction moratorium. 
While it’s a topic few like to 
discuss, the silver lining is that 
more people are aware of the 
predicament too many people 
in our community are facing.

Despite the rebounding 
economy, the world doesn’t 
feel like it’s returning to nor-
mal for many. For those in the 
community who have lost jobs, 
don’t have a stable living ar-
rangement, and are struggling 
to make ends meet, we still 
have a long way to go to return 
to “normal.”

Unfortunately, despite the 
great strides we’ve made, we 
could be on the verge of anoth-
er problem. Just consider the 
facts, which are equally stag-
gering and humbling.

According to a recent Zillow 
analysis, 353,452 renter house-
holds in Georgia were behind 
on rent, up 109,199 from the 
number in March. In a state 
of about 10.7 million, that is 
roughly 3 percent of the popu-
lation.

The analysis found that 

an estimated 150,342 renter 
households in Georgia were at 
risk of eviction. Unfortunately, 
we may not know the actual 
numbers.

But even before the pandem-
ic, the homeless population in 
the state was on the rise. How-
ever, the pandemic has made it 
more challenging to accurately 
count the state’s homeless pop-
ulation.

I am confident that most 
people would agree that our 
community is stronger when 
everyone has a safe and secure 
place to live.

There are plenty of perspec-
tives on the benefits of eviction 
moratoriums, but most experts 
agree they have worked. No 
matter where someone stands 
on the subject, I think we can 
all agree if 3 percent of the 
state’s population was sudden-
ly evicted, we would have a sig-
nificant problem on our hands.

It doesn’t take much for 
someone to find themselves 
in a situation where they are 
suddenly homeless, and in a 
market like Atlanta, the cost of 
housing continues to increase. 
When a family suddenly loses 
their income, they are often 
faced with a hard choice: pay 

the rent or put food on the ta-
ble.

It’s a choice no one should 
ever be forced to make.

Moving forward, we need a 
more holistic approach to ad-
dressing homelessness. We 
need to make sure that any-
one who finds themselves in 
this predicament has access to 
emergency shelter, the ability 
to buy necessities, and a path 
to put themselves in a better 
position.

It shouldn’t be a choice of 
whether we help someone or 
not; it doesn’t need to be bi-
nary. Sometimes people need 
a helping hand.

Taking this holistic approach 
and putting in place a more 

robust plan for addressing this 
issue in the future also allows 
us to avoid the legal questions 
many are now asking about the 
eviction moratorium.

The goal is to ensure that 
everyone we help never finds 
themselves in this position 
again.

As part of this process, we 
need to make sure those who 
have lost their jobs have the 
means to find other employ-
ment. That means they will not 
only need a place to call home 
but also access to transporta-
tion and other necessities, such 
as the internet.

Lost in the discussion about 
the moratorium is the human 
element. Our neighbors and 
co-workers who are facing 
evictions didn’t ask to be in this 
situation, and they are strug-
gling to make ends meet.

We should laud the progress 
we’ve made in fighting COV-
ID-19, but let’s not turn a blind 
eye to the fact we still have 
more work to do.

Andrea Brantley is the executive 
director of Family Promise of North 

Fulton/Dekalb.

Even with an eviction moratorium and a rebounding 
economy, we’re not out of the woods yet

OTHER OPINION

“I am confident 
that most people 
would agree that 
our community 

is stronger when 
everyone has a safe 
and secure place to 

live.”
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FROM THE BACK PORCH

Don’t Let Thanksgiving 
Slip Away

By the time you are 
reading this, Thanks-
giving Day has prob-
ably come and gone.

The family gathering 
is another day that has 
been marked off on the 
calendar. The big meal 
that everyone looked 
forward to and enjoyed 
together has been con-
sumed and the 
leftovers ei-
ther sent home 
with fam-
ily members or 
stashed in the 
refrigerator for 
another day.

It is over and 
done till again 
this time next 
year.

But even 
though the “big event” 
is over and family mem-
bers have dispersed, 
the true meaning of this 
holiday should remain 
with us throughout the 
year. We shouldn’t be 
thankful just that one 
day, but every day.

I realize this year has 
been hard for so many 
of us. There have been 
major illnesses among 
family and friends. 
Many have experienced 
the loss of  loved ones 
and their absence will 
always be felt. There 
might have been fam-
ily problems, job loss-
es and any number of 
things that we suffered 

through.
But in spite of all 

the problems we have 
faced, we can still find 
things to be thankful 
for.

As you sat around the 
dinner table, did you 
note how appreciative 
others seemed to be of 
the special meal and 

the ones who 
lovingly pre-
pared it? Did 
you notice the 
joy on the faces 
of the cousins 
who got to-
gether again? 
What about the 
pride and hap-
piness exhibit-
ed on the faces 
of those who 

hosted the get togeth-
er? They seemed so joy-
ful the Lord had spared 
them for one more year 
to be able to have the 
family together.

What about the 
friends that were also 
seated at the table be-
cause they had no fam-
ily nearby? Weren’t 
you thankful you could 
include them in your 
gathering?

An old hymn that is 
sometimes still sung 
in churches is “Count 
Your Blessings”. It says, 
“Count your many 
blessings, name them 
one by one”. Have we 
ever tried to do that?  

It’s almost impossible 
to count them all, isn’t 
it?

Today we recall the 
special day and what it 
meant to us, but we’re 
moving into December 
when we will celebrate 
a day that is even more 
significant, the day our 
precious Saviour was 
born.

We all get busy about 
decorating our houses 
and yards, buying gifts 
for loved ones and 
those who are special 
in our lives, planning 
get togethers, hosting 
friends and so many 
other things that it is 
so easy to let the real 
meaning slip away. 

Helping us remem-
ber the purpose of all 
this activity are the 
special church services 
and choir music. I hope 
you all will attend these 
special services.

As we are now busily 
preparing the celebrate 
the big event, let’s do it 
in a manner that would 
honor and glorify Je-
sus of Bethlehem. And 
while doing this, we will 
surely recall the many 
blessings we have re-
ceived and therefore, 
we’ll never let Thanks-
giving slip away.

Fannie Moore is a journalist 
who lives in Shongaloo where 
she enjoys writing on a variety 
of subjects.

FANNIE MOORE

‘Buy now, pay later’ catches 
on just in time for holidays

STRANGER FROM A STRANGE LAND

HOLIDAY LIFE

Hunter Gatherers of 
Poverty Point 

A day trip I’d highly 
recommend is a jour-
ney east on I-20 and 
up to Epps, Louisiana 
a few miles northeast 
of Delhi. Go and see 
the prehistor-
ic earthwork 
mounds of 
Poverty Point, 
a United Na-
tions Educa-
tional, Sci-
entific and 
Cultural Or-
g a n i z a t i o n 
( U N E S C O ) 
World Heri-
tage Site. The people 
who built it are long 
gone and the only ex-
tant reminders of their 
stay are the mysterious 
ridges and mounds 
earthing the archaeo-
logical remnants of 
their tools and crafts. 
You have to try and 
imagine the life of the 
hunter gatherers there 
over 3,000 years ago 
when King Tut was 
still a pharaoh and not 
a mummy and the Bi-
ble was just starting to 
be compiled from oral 
tradition on the other 
side of the planet.

Poverty Point is a 
misleading name for 
this once magnificent 
city. Their heyday was 
during a time before 
written history. And 
this was long before 
European explorers 
and imperialists were 
to cross the Pond and 
bestow upon Native 
Americans subjuga-
tion, disease, and clas-
sifying tribes. I most 
often hear these hunt-
er gatherers described 
as the people of Pov-
erty Point although I 
finally stumbled upon 
a name in a book from 
the Webster Parish Li-
brary titled Archaeolo-
gy of Louisiana edited 
by Dr. Mark A. Rees.  
Archaeologist Dr. Jon 
L. Gibson suggests 
a label from the his-
torical Tunica dialect 
of Lower Mississippi 
Valley Native Ameri-
cans and calls them 
the “Tamaroah” which 
means the “Mound 
Cave People.” Poverty 
Point was merely the 
name of a 19th century 
plantation built on the 
site three millennia 
later.

A creation story 
common to many Na-
tive American tribes 
purports the world 
was created from hu-
mans arising from a 
subterranean birth ca-
nal and ascending to a 
high hill. Mounds and 
pyramids conceived 
with early astronomy 
in their alignment 
were clearly of reli-
gious significance. The 
Tamaroha insisted on 
exotic rocks and soils 
in their construction 
projects. Archaeolo-
gists have discovered 
layers of chert, flint, 
shale, crystals, and 
galena from sites far 
north along the Mis-
sissippi River in pres-
ent day Arkansas, Ken-
tucky, Missouri, and 
Illinois. Building ma-

terial made its way to 
Poverty Point by boats 
and baskets.  Dr. Gib-
son posits, “The Pov-
erty Point earthworks 
were the largest build-

ing project 
under taken 
in Archaic 
North Amer-
ica. Labor 
costs, includ-
ing manpow-
er, time, and 
coordination, 
were enor-
mous.”

A l t h o u g h 
skilled builders, the 
Tamaroha hunter 
gatherers of Poverty 
Point did not have to 
construct silo forerun-
ners to house their 
bounty of food. As Dr. 
Gibson writes, “Pro-
duction engaged fewer 
people, or required 
less time for the many. 
Storage was practi-
cally eliminated, as 
fish were simply left 
in the bayou and roots 
in the mud until need-
ed.” Fish and aquatic 
plants were likely their 
cornerstones of nutri-
tion.  

A r c h a e o l o g i s t s 
found ingenious 
plummet weights for 
nets that allowed the 
Tamaroha to fish even 
when the bayous be-
gan to ice over. The 
most beloved lapidary 
symbols left behind 
are the tiny stone owls. 
Whether decorative 
baubles or magic talis-
mans, the pot-bellied 
owls embody the mys-
tery of the Tamaroha. 
The biggest question 
is why did they even-
tually abandon the 
idyllic Poverty Point 
and the mounds they 
worked so hard to cre-
ate? Flood? Famine? 
Following the impulse 
of hunter gatherers 
everywhere and de-
ciding it was time to 
ramble on?

It’s usually assumed 
that human evolu-
tion from surviving as 
hunter gatherers and 
then progressing to 
agriculturalist farmers 
is a positive improve-
ment. The foraging 
lifestyle sounds like 
a hardscrabble exis-
tence. You and your 
loved ones are at the 
mercy of the vicis-
situdes of climate to 
earn your daily bread. 
You dare not settle in 
one place.

Yet the diet of the 
hunter gatherer is 
varied. If one sort of 
berry proves difficult 
to locate, you feast on 
something else na-
ture provides. If one 
quarry animal fails to 
show up, you spear 
down another. As long 
as you’re not a fussy 
eater, you have lots 
of options.  There’s 
no better exercise for 
the human body than 
walking. And while 
you must exert con-
siderable daily energy 
foraging for food, you 
likely still have more 
leisure time remaining 
than we harried mod-

erns who toil at least a 
third of our weekday 
hours away on a full-
time job.

The agriculturalist 
has a litany of busi-
ness worries which 
the forager is spared. 
The farmer must fret 
about rainfall he/she 
cannot control and the 
viability of the crop or 
livestock he/she spe-
cializes in producing. 
Animals clustered in 
confined spaces lead 
to communicable dis-
eases. Gorge yourself 
on too much of an 
available limited food-
stuff and your health 
begins to suffer.

Dr. Yuval Noah Ha-
rari refers to it as the 
“Agricultural Deal” in 
his fascinating book 
Homo Deus: A Brief 
History of Tomorrow. 
The author is always a 
great source for mind-
blowing commentary 
on the development 
of our species and 
our probable future.  
He notes, “Forag-
ers had to constantly 
ask themselves what 
deer dream about, 
and what lions think.  
Farmers, in contrast, 
lived in a world con-
trolled and shaped by 
human dreams and 
thoughts.” 

In his earlier book 
Sapiens: A Brief His-
tory of Humankind he 
was even harder on 
the Agricultural Revo-
lution. “The body of 
Homo sapiens had not 
evolved for such tasks.  
It was adapted to 
climbing apples trees 
and running after ga-
zelles, not to clearing 
rocks and carrying wa-
ter buckets. Studies of 
animal skeletons indi-
cate that the transition 
to agriculture brought 
about a plethora of ail-
ments.” Farming was 
common long before 
the Tamaroha yet they 
preferred the food 
gathering ways of the 
ancients. 

I often cringe at 
the gruesome photo-
graphs and mounted 
deer heads common 
in these parts. But I 
respect and appreci-
ate the visceral cog-
nizance you deer 
hunters have for hu-
man culpability and 
responsibility in ob-
taining chow. More so 
than complacent gro-
cery shoppers buying 
meat in plastic wrap 
and feasting on butch-
ered animals who led 
a far sadder existence 
than the feral buck or 
doe.

If you’ve any time 
away from the pres-
sures of modern life 
trying to sustain your-
self and your families, 
I urge you to visit Pov-
erty Point. Walk the 
lands of the Tamaroha, 
ascend the 72-foot 
tall Mound A, marvel 
at the view, and re-
flect on a people who 
thrived in the Sports-
man’s Paradise 3,000 
years before you and I.

Written by Dirk Ellingson

DIRK
ELLINGSON

(AP) — As Americans 
shop for the holidays, they 
will likely see a swarm of 
offers to get their gifts now 
but pay for them later in fixed 
monthly installments.

Fueled by several hot 
Silicon Valley startups as 
well as a push by the big 
credit card companies, “buy 
now, pay later” is now avail-
able for purchasing a $1,500 
Peloton exercise bicycle as 
well as a $60 floral bouquet. 
Thousands of retailers, big 
and small, often have an op-
tion on their websites to pay 
for a purchase in installments 
at checkout. In the case of 
credit cards, customers are 
being allowed to create 
fixed payment plans days or 
even a few weeks after the 
purchase.

Americans seem to be 
champing at the bit to try 
this financial option, which 
has been common outside 
the U.S. for some time. One 
major credit card company 
says roughly six out of ev-
ery 10 of its U.S. customers 
started a buy now, pay later 
program for the first time this 
year, and the Silicon Valley-
backed companies who offer 
these plans are seeing tens of 
thousands of new customers 
every week.

“My shopping habits can 
be a bit impulsive, so I like 
the ability to break it up over 
several payments,” said Sha-
hin Rafikian, 26, who lives 
in Los Angeles and has used 
several buy now, pay later 
services to purchase concert 
tickets, vinyl records and 
other items.

Rafikian said he would 
have likely purchased fewer 
large-ticket items if the cost 
had just gone onto a credit 
card that never got paid off.

Industry advocates say 
buy now, pay later programs 
are preferable to credit cards 

because there are fixed 
monthly payments and any 
interest is clearly stated up-
front. Consumer advocates, 
typically skeptical about any 
new financial product, also 
have been relatively more 
positive about buy now, pay 
later since any plan would 
have a beginning and end 
date. Most of their worries 
concern any fees that might 
be associated with late pay-
ments.

“These products do en-
courage people to pay pur-
chases off quicker and usu-
ally with less interest, but 
if people are using them to 
simply buy more than they 
should and getting over 
their heads, paying late fees, 
etc., are they really helping 
manage people’s expenses?” 
Lauren Saunders, associate 
director for the National 
Consumer Law Center, said.

Adobe Digital Economy 
Index, which analyzes direct 
consumer transactions on-
line. said revenue on Cyber 
Monday from buy now, pay 
later plans rose 21% from a 
year ago.

Buy now, pay later is not 
a new product — services or 
products such as layaway, 
monthly payments on large 
purchases and even retail 
credit cards have existed for 
decades. What’s different is 
how it’s being offered, and 
who is offering the service.

Instead of telling a cus-
tomer to apply for a store-
branded credit card, which 
often can only be used at 
that one retailer, companies 
have added financing options 
provided through third-party 
companies such as Affirm, 
Afterpay or PayPal at their 
online checkout.

There are typically two 
different types of buy now, 
pay later services: the short-
term payment plans that 

break a purchase up into four 
or six bi-weekly payments, 
and the longer-term install-
ment loan-like products that 
Affirm offers.

PayPal co-founder Max 
Levchin started Affirm 
in 2012. The $32 billion 
company went public this 
year and effectively made 
Levchin the latest PayPal 
alumnus to become a bil-
lionaire.

With its buy now, pay lat-
er widget on many retailers’ 
websites, the company has 
seen extreme growth in the 
past few years. Affirm said 
in November that 8.7 million 
Americans are using its buy 
now, pay later services, more 
than double from a year ago. 
The company signed up 1.6 
million new customers in the 
U.S. and Canada just in the 
last 90 days.

Credit card companies, 
seeing the potential impact 
of buy now, pay later on 
their business model, have 
tried to adapt. American 
Express, JPMorgan Chase 
and Citigroup all now offer 
similar payment plans for 
items purchased on their 
cards. A report by consulting 
firm McKinsey found that 
buy now pay, later startups 
diverted between $8 billion 
and $10 billion in revenue 
from traditional banks that 
would have likely financed 
these purchases a few years 
ago.

The concern about over-
spending with these pro-
grams is real, Rafikian said.

“At first it was fun to have 
access to items typically 
out of my price range, but 
sometimes you get surprised 
and a little miserable that you 
have all these new payments 
due,” he said.

www.apnews.com
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SPORTS
Apaches hoops teams topped by Cedar Creek 

T. SCOTT BOATRIGHT
Minden Press-Herald

RUSTON — The Glen-
brook High School bas-
ketball teams ran into 
early-season powers 
Tuesday night playing at 
Cedar Creek, with both 
the Cougars boys and 
girls teams entering the 
game at 4-0.

Cedar Creek’s boys 
basketball team came 
out of the gates fast and 
hard Tuesday night, with 
an attacking defense 
that helped the Cougars 
defeat Glenbrook 55-28 
at The Brickhouse.

Cedar Creek’s press 
and length frustrated 
the Apaches from the 
start, as the Cougars 

scored the opening six 
points with D.J. Carter’s 
free throw at the 6:24 
mark of the first quarter 
being the first score of 
the night for Glenbrook.

The Cougars pushed 
their advantage to 21-6 
at the end of the first 
quarter and 34-6 at the 
half.

After each team man-

aged only six points in 
the third quarter, Cedar 
Creek outscored the 
Apaches 15-11 in the fi-
nal eight minutes to win 
its fifth straight game to 
open the season.

Turner McClelland 
led Glenbrook with 10 
points while Ty Feast-
er added eight and DJ 
Carter and Rhett John-

son chipped in with six 
points each.

The Cedar Creek girls 
team used strong starts 
in both halves to march 
to its 76-23 win over the 
Lady Apaches.

But Cedar Creek 
slowed down in the sec-
ond quarter, went into 
the locker room leading 
35-15 at intermission.

The Lady Cougars 
roared away from the 
Lady Apaches in the 
third quarter, outscoring 
Glenbrook 26-3 in the 
stanza.

Emma Pitman led 
the Lady Apaches with 
seven points whie Sarah 
Mosley added five and 
Hallie Harmon chipped 
in with four.

Glenbrook boys fall 55-28 while girls’ squad defeated 76-23

 MINDEN PRESS HERALD PHOTO BY T. SCOTT BOATRIGHT
Pictured above left, Glenbrook’s DJ Carter fires in a jumper for two of his six points scored Tuesday night at Cedar Creek. Pictured above is Lady Apache Emma Pitman 
(13) going up for two of her team-best seven points during Tuesday’s game against the Lady Cougars.

Tech introduces Cumbie as new football coach

 PHOTO BY EMERALD MCINTYRE
Former Texas Tech interim head coach/offensive co-
ordinator Sonny Crumbie was introduced as the head 
head football coach at Louisiana Tech on Wednesday.

Minden Press-Herald

RUSTON — On 
Wednesday, Louisiana 
Tech President Les Guice 
and VP and Director of 
Athletics Eric Wood in-
troduced one of the most 
innovative offensive 
minds in college football 
as Sonny Cumbie was 
welcomed to Ruston as 
the 34th head football 
coach in Bulldog history.

Cumbie has spent the 
past 12 years as an as-
sistant coach in the Big 
12, including two stints 
at Texas Tech (2009-13, 
2021) and one at TCU 
(2014-2020). He has 
served as offensive co-
ordinator the past nine 
years for the Red Raiders 
and Horned Frogs and 
worked under some of 
the top coaches in col-
lege football, including 
Mike Leach, Tommy Tu-
berville, Kliff Kingsbury 
and Gary Patterson.

His offensive philoso-
phy should fit in well 
with the Bulldog faithful. 
High-octane football is 
craved at Joe Aillet Sta-
dium on Saturdays in the 
fall.

“Sonny Cumbie is the 

perfect fit for our pro-
gram, our department, 
our University, and our 
community,” Wood said. 
“Culture. Class. Competi-
tive Excellence. He exem-
plifies all of these things. 
As our student-athletes, 
staff, and fans get an op-
portunity to know Sonny, 

they will see what we saw 
during the interview pro-
cess.

“I’ve heard so much in 
the last year about the 
history of high-scoring 
offenses and hard-hitting 
defenses. Our fan base 
wants an exciting brand 
of football. They want 

to win conference titles. 
They want to continue to 
build upon the success 
we have had over the past 
decade. Sonny will bring 
all of that to Ruston.”

Cumbie comes to Tech 
after serving as the offen-
sive coordinator at Texas 
Tech in 2021, including 
serving as the interim 
head coach over the final 
four games of the season. 
This was his second stint 
in Lubbock, after begin-
ning his college coaching 
career with the Red Raid-
ers in 2009.

He also served as the 
quarterbacks coach and 
the offensive coordinator 
at TCU during his seven 
seasons in Ft. Worth. And 
everywhere he has been, 
his offenses have been 
innovative and entertain-
ing.

“Sonny Cumbie is a 
strong young coach who 
impressed us all with his 
depth of understanding 
and focus on the game,” 
Guice said. “His ability 
to recruit promising stu-
dent-athletes and maxi-
mize their talents will 
help us continue to take 
our football program to a 
higher level of competi-

tiveness. I look forward to 
seeing Sonny be the next 
in line of so many great 
Louisiana Tech coaches, 
and I know he and his 
family will be a great ad-
dition to our Tech Fam-
ily.”

During his tenure at 
TCU, Cumbie oversaw 
the Horned Frogs’ quar-
terbacks and served as 
the sole offensive play 
caller each of the final 
four years. TCU boasted 
the Big 12’s second-best 
conference record (38-
25) and its third-best 
overall mark (58-30) over 
his seven seasons, which 
coincided with six bowl 
appearances.

His impact was felt im-
mediately at TCU as the 
program broke the Big 12 
record with a 21.4 points 
per game improvement, 
the largest by any team 
nationally since 1999-
2000 (Northwestern). 
TCU ranked No. 2 in scor-
ing (46.5) and No. 5 in to-
tal offense (533.0) on the 
way to a 12-1 record.

The 2015 Horned 
Frogs once again lit up 
the scoreboard, rank-
ing No. 3 in total offense 
(562.8) and No. 7 in scor-

ing (42.1) on the way to 
an 11-2 record and a win 
over Oregon in the Vale-
ro Alamo Bowl (rallying 
from a 31-0 halftime defi-
cit).

Cumbie helped push 
TCU to the Big 12 Cham-
pionship game and a 
top-10 ranking in his first 
year as sole play caller in 
2017 as the Horned Frogs 
closed the year at 11-3 
overall following a 39-37 
victory over No. 13 Stan-
ford in the Valero Alamo 
Bowl. 

“My family and I are 
extremely excited and 
honored to be the head 
coach at Louisiana Tech 
University,” Cumbie said. 
“

We look forward to 
many successful seasons 
in Ruston with an excit-
ing brand of football. I 
cannot wait to assemble 
our staff and get to build-
ing relationships with our 
players and the coaches 
across this great state.”

During his first stint 
with the Red Raiders, 
Texas Tech threw for 
more than 4,000 yards 
each of the four years 
while averaging more 
than 35 points per game.

LSU, Kelly agree to 10-year contract worth at least $95M
BATON ROUGE (AP) 

— LSU flew newly hired 
coach Brian Kelly on a pri-
vate jet to Baton Rouge, 
where he was greeted 
Tuesday by fans, dignitar-
ies and the Golden Band 
from Tigerland after agree-
ing to a 10-year contract 
worth $95 million plus in-
centives.

The hiring of Kelly — 
who has Notre Dame for 
the past 12 seasons and 
eclipsed Knute Rockne for 
career victories with the 
storied Fighting Irish — 
came together on Monday 
night in yet another block-
buster coaching move in 
college football.

LSU made it official on 
Tuesday morning.

“Brian Kelly is the epito-
me of a winner,” LSU ath-
letic director Scott Wood-
ward said. “He has built 
and sustained success at 
every program he’s led, 
from multiple undefeated 
regular seasons and Na-
tional Coach of the Year 
honors to (Division II) 
national titles and College 
Football Playoff berths. 
His credentials and con-
sistency speak for them-
selves.”

Kelly replaces Ed Org-
eron, a Louisiana native 
who won a national title 
at LSU just two seasons 

ago with Heisman Trophy 
winning quarterback Joe 
Burrow leading the Tigers 
to a 15-0 record. Orgeron 
has gone 11-11 since and 
agreed in October to a $17 
million buyout that would 
have him step down at the 
end of this season.

Orgeron coached his 
final game last Saturday, 
when the Tigers upset 
then-No. 14 Texas A&M to 
finish the regular season 
6-6.

Like Orgeron, Kelly is 60 
but the similarities more 
or less end there. Orgeron 
is a Cajun raised in the 
shadow of shrimp trawlers 
on the Bayou Lafourche 
southwest of New Orleans. 
He was raised on LSU foot-

ball and idolized the Tigers 
stars of the past.

Kelly came from an 
Irish-Catholic family in the 
Boston area and is bound 
to be far more familiar 
with using nut crackers to 
pick the meat our of a lob-
ster claw than with sucking 
seasoned juices from the 
heads of boiled crawfish.

But he has recruited in 
Louisiana, where LSU gets 
much of its elite home-
grown talent. In recent 
history, Louisiana has pro-
duced as much NFL talent 
per capita as any state.

“I could not be more 
excited to join a program 
with the commitment to 
excellence, rich traditions, 
and unrivaled pride and 

passion of LSU football,” 
Kelly said. “I am fully com-
mitted to recruiting, de-
veloping, and graduating 
elite student-athletes, win-
ning championships, and 
working together with our 
administration to make 
Louisiana proud.

“Our potential is un-
limited,” Kelly added. “I 
cannot wait to call Baton 
Rouge home.”

Kelly was accompa-
nied by Woodward on his 
chartered flight to Baton 
Rouge. As he walked out of 
the plane and onto the tar-
mac, he waved and gave a 
thumbs-up to cheering 
fans while the LSU march-
ing band played. Kelly’s 
introductory media con-

ference was scheduled for 
Wednesday.

Kelly was 113-40 as 
a head coach at Notre 
Dame, including a current 
run of five straight double-
digit victory seasons. 

His overall coaching 
record is 166-62 over 18 
seasons in major college 
football.

No previous Notre 
Dame coach has left the 
Irish, winners of eight AP 
national championships, 
to take a job at another 
school since the AP poll 
started in 1936. Rockne’s 
successor, Hunk Ander-
son, went from Notre 
Dame to North Carolina 
State after going 3-5-1 in 
1933.
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GLYNN HARRIS
Special to the Minden Press-Herald

Dedria Brashear, who 
lives south of Ruston, is a 
serious deer hunter. Her 
husband hunts ducks; she 
concentrates on big bucks.

On Oct. 12, Brashear had 
a hair-raising experience 
when she attempted to re-
cover a big 1- point buck 
she shot in late afternoon 
when a big bear beat her to 
her trophy.

Brashear, who works as 
a relief pharmacist for sev-
eral pharmacies around 
the area, hunts on a 1,500-
acre hunting club in Madi-
son Parish. A 500 acre tract 
within the club is restricted 
to bow hunting only.

“I have hunted only 
with my bow for the past 
15 years because I love the 
challenge of getting a deer 
close to my stand. I hunt 
with a Matthews Triax bow, 
use Carbon Express arrows 
tipped with Rage Tripan 
broadheads,” Brashear 
said.

The area she chose to 
hunt is a prime spot inside 
a large food plot. Brashear 
had found trails leading 
through the area so she 
hung her stand 30 yards off 
a main trail realizing that 
deer stage in the thicket be-
fore coming out on the food 
plot to feed.

“The weather was warm 
with daytime temperatures 
approaching 90 degrees. 
On Oct. 11, I hunted both 
morning and evening and 
only saw a few young deer. 
The next morning was 
about the same as the warm 
temperatures kept the deer 
from really moving.

“I rely on the Moon 
Guide which lets me know 
when wildlife is more likely 
to be moving. The Guide in-
dicated that the peak times 
for movement would be af-
ternoons for the next three 
days so I was somewhat 
optimistic as I climbed into 
my stand that afternoon,” 
she said.

Sitting in her stand as 
the afternoon wore on, 
Brashear watched some 
does, fawns and small 
bucks venture out onto the 
food plot. Then with 15-20 
minutes of shooting light 
left, a squirrel began bark-
ing excitedly.

“I have always found that 
when something disturbs a 

squirrel like that, it is often 
a mature buck so I began 
to search the woods and in 
a small opening, I caught 
a glimpse of antlers. Light 
was fading fast when the 
buck stepped into an open-
ing at 25 yards. I released an 
arrow, knowing I had made 
a good shot when I heard 
him crash at 75 yards,” she 
continued.

Brashear went back to 
camp to give the buck time 
to expire. Informing friends 
about her shot, she was of-
fered help but, in her words, 
“I hate to be a burden to 
other hunters and felt like I 
could handle it myself.”

Driving back in an ATV 

to where she had shot the 
deer, her flashlight shined 
on a white belly and she 
was preparing to use the 
hoist on the machine to lift 
the buck and transport it to 
the camp.

“As I walked around the 
deer to admire what I had 
shot, I saw that a goodly 
portion of one of the hind-
quarters had been eaten; I 
assumed that coyotes had 
beat me to it. Then I heard 
movement in the nearby 
thicket and realized it was 
not coyotes; it was a big 
bear. Here I was by myself 
in the dark with a big bear 
nearby, one that was upset 
because I had interrupted 

his meal. I waved my arms 
and shouted and when the 
bear ran away, it sounded 
like a big bulldozer crash-
ing through the woods,” she 
said. 

Brashear was finally 
able to get the big bodied 
buck, which weighed 265 
pounds, field dressed and 
in a cooler and she did it all 
by herself.

“When I got it all done, 
it was breaking daylight; 
I worked on the buck all 
night before finally getting 
it in the cooler,” she said.

The buck was a main 
frame 10-point with 
two kickers giving the 
rack 12 points total. In-

BUSSEY BRAKE – 
Crappie have been fair 
on jigs. A few bass have 
been reported on crank 
baits and jigs. For the 
latest information, con-
tact the Honey Hole 
Tackle Shop at 323-8707.

BLACK BAYOU – 
Fishing overall is rather 
slow.  Contact the Hon-
ey Hole Tackle Shop 
323-8707 for the  latest 
information.

OUACHITA RIVER 
– Bass are best in the 
river lakes on soft plas-
tics and jigs. Crappie 
are best in river lakes 
and around tops in the 
river. For latest informa-
tion, contact the Honey 
Hole Tackle Shop at 
323-8707.

LAKE D’ARBONNE 
– Crappie fishing has 
been best in the chan-
nel fishing 16-18 feet 
deep in 20-25 foot wa-
ter. Jigs that are produc-
ing best have been the 
Key Lime Pie, Popsicle, 
Gum Drop and Bayou 
Boogie. Some are still 
catching a few on shin-
ers. Bass have been best 
fishing crank baits, jigs 
and plastics off the deep 
points as well as around 
the boat docks. Bream 
fishing is slow while 
catfish are still biting 
cold worms fished off 
the banks.. For the lat-
est reports, call Ander-
son’s Sport Center at 
368-9669 or Honey Hole 
Tackle Shop at 323-
8707.

LAKE CLAIBORNE 
– Stripers have slowed 
wiStripers are slow to 
fair trolling white buck-
tails. Bass are slow to 
fair with soft plastics 
and crank baits picking 
up a few around deep 
tops. Crappie are in 
deep water with a few 
caught on shiners or 

jigs. No report on catfish 
or bream. For the latest 
information, call Misty 
at Kel’s Cove at 331-
2730 or Terzia Tackle at 
278-4498.

CANEY LAKE 
– BJigging spoons 
bounced off the bot-
tom in deep water are 
producing catches of 
yellow bass. Bass are 
better on the deeper 
points with some also 
caught fairly shallow 
on spinner baits. The 
crappie have moved 
deep with best catches 
made on shiners or 
jigs fished out from 
the dam and around 
the Highway 4 bridge. 
A few bream have 
been caught around 
the Highway 4 bridge 
as well on night crawl-
ers. No report on cat-
fish. For information 
contact Hooks Marina 
at 249-2347, Terzia 
Tackle at 278-4498 or 
the Honey Hole Tackle 
Shop at 323-8707.

LAKE POVERTY 
POINT – atfishing has 
been fair to good with 
mostly smaller fish be-
ing caught. Crappie are 
biting off and on around 
the boat slips on shin-
ers or jigs. No report on 
bass. For latest reports, 
call Poverty Point Ma-
rina at 318-878-0101.

LAKE ST. JOHN –  The 
lake is down two feet 
and fishing overall has 
been quite slow. For in-
formation, call Ken Ma-
honey at 318-201-3821.

LAKE YUCATAN  – 
The water is slowly fall-
ing. Crappie have been 
fair with shiners work-
ing better than jigs. No 
report on bass or catfish. 
For more information, 
call Surplus City Land-
ing at 318-467-2259.

— Glynn Harris

Brashear ‘bearly’ retrieves big buck FISHING REPORT

COURTESY PHOTO
Dedria Brashear was finally able to claim her big 12-point buck after a bear initially 
beat her to it.

side spread was 15 4/8 
inches, bases were huge 
with mass that carried 
throughout the rack. The 
buck, aged at 6-plus years 
old was green scored at 
145 1/8 inches.

“I made a vow to never 
hunt alone this late in 
the day especially in this 

kind of heat. Obviously,” 
she said, “I forgot my vow 
because I was back there 
hunting alone a week 
later with temperatures 
once again quite warm.”

Glynn Harris’ Outdoors ap-
pears Tuesdays or Fridays in the 
MInden Press-Herald.

LSUS Partners with alumnus George Foreman Jr., to Host Esports Winter Invitational 
Minden Press-Herald Sports Service

SHREVEPORT — LSU 
Shreveport and The Cul-
ture Equity are partner-
ing to host a large scale 
esports event. The LSUS 
Culture Gaming Winter 
Invitational will be held 
virtually Saturday and 
Sunday. 

 The public is invited 
to register and partici-
pate online in this free 
tournament. Teams and 
individual players will 
compete in League of 
Legends, Overwatch, 
and Rocket League for 

cash prizes of up to 
$1,500. Spectators are 
welcome to watch via 
LSUS’s Twitch channel, 
twitch.tv/lsusesports. 

 Culture Equity is ex-
cited about collaborat-
ing with LSUS and pro-
viding an opportunity 
for northwest Louisiana 
to shine in the digital 
arena. The pair hope to 
inspire more events like 
this in the area with sim-
ilar goals for the growth 
of the workforce and in-
dustry. 

 “As an LSUS alumnus, 
I am personally vested in 

the strategic partnership 
between The Culture 
Equity and LSU Shreve-
port,” Chief Strategic Of-
ficer of The Culture Eq-
uity, George Foreman, 
Jr. said. “Through this 
partnership, we are cre-
ating programming and 
experiences for the Ark-
La-Tex region that dem-
onstrate what’s next in 
education, innovation, 
esports, and technology.  

We are launching our 
partnership with the 
LSUS Culture Gam-
ing Winter Invitational 
which was created to 

ensure all students can 
participate in high-level 
esports competitions 
free of cost. Unfortu-
nately, many students 
are unable to experience 
esports either due to cost 
and or not having ac-
cess to technology. With 
our tournament teams, 
schools, individuals, 
and community orga-
nizations can not only 
participate in a competi-
tive esports tournament 
but walk away with cash 
prizes.” 

The LSUS leadership 
team looks forward to 

the tournament and its 
ability to highlight tech-
nology and its necessity 
in the next generation’s 
career space. 

“Our mission is to ex-
pose students in this re-
gion to gaming concepts 
to provide a gateway into 
careers associated with 
digital media,” LSUS 
Vice Chancellor for Stra-
tegic Initiatives, Dr. Julie 
Lessiter, said. “Whether 
it’s video game technol-
ogy, simulation, Unity 
3D, development or any 
other ancillary jobs that 
exist in this industry, we 

can’t overstate the im-
portance of normalizing 
the utilization of tech-
nology to spark innova-
tion and creativity in the 
next generation.” 

 Interested partici-
pants can register on-
line at https://www.
lsus.edu/esports?fbclid
=IwAR2Dk0maDraUxR
Ii_ddL_cOUHyQcf-2hT-
mND2nJ18FintpZ2H3w-
wpinUb9c

Follow the LSUS so-
cial media accounts and 
Twitch channel for the 
latest tournament infor-
mation. 

Dunkin’ Dogs dominant as Louisiana Tech takes down Texas Southern 87-60

PHOTO BY SADIE PATTON
Louisiaba Tech’s David Green (with ball) made five 
3-pointers in route to a career-high 19 points during 
the Bulldogs win over Texas Southern Wednesday 
night at the Thomas Assembly Center.

Minden Press-Herald Sports Service

RUSTON — Louisi-
ana Tech was efficient 
in almost every phase 
Wednesday night, leading 
wire-to-wire in an 87-60 
victory over Texas South-
ern inside the Thomas 
Assembly Center on Karl 
Malone Court.

 LA Tech (5-2) contin-
ued to click offensively, 
eclipsing 80+ points for 
the fifth straight game 
while scoring at all three 
levels — from the field 
(season-high 33 made 
field goals), from beyond 
the arc (10 made 3-point-
ers) and from the foul line 
(went 11-of-13).

 But it was Tech’s defen-
sive play that head coach 
Eric Konkol wanted to see 
cranked up a notch, spe-
cifically in the rebound-
ing category against one 

of the best rebounding 
teams in the country in 
Texas Southern (0-7). 

 LA Tech ended up set-
ting the tone on that end 
of the floor as well, hold-
ing the Tigers to just 23 
first-half points to help 

take a 42-23 lead into the 
locker room at halftime. 

 Kenneth Lofton, Jr. was 
starting to take over, juk-
ing his defender with the 
ball to make a three-foot 
floater to give the ‘Dogs 
a 48-30 edge with 15:09 

to play.  He immediately 
came out of the game due 
to injury, but the offense 
stayed in rhythm.

 Amorie Archibald took 
over for a stretch, scoring 
seven straight points.  The 
advantage continued to 
grow with scoring from all 
Bulldogs, especially David 
Green who’s fourth (out 
of five) three-pointer gave 
the home team their larg-
est lead of the contest at 
82-47 with 4:12 to go.

 Green ended up scor-
ing a team-high 19 points 
while Archibald and Lof-
ton, Jr. each chipped in 
with 15.  LaDamien Brad-
ford and Kenny Hunter 
were not far behind with 
eight apiece, combining 
to make all seven field 
goals.

“I was very concerned 
coming into this game 
because of what Texas 

Southern has shown in 
games,” Konkol said. 
“They have played some 
really good teams, been 
ahead at the half in four 
of them and come down 
to the wire in several.  Re-
bounding was the biggest 

concern.  We challenged 
our team to fight for ev-
ery rebound out there.  I 
thought holding them to 
just three offensive re-
bounds in the first half 
was a huge measure of 
where we wanted to be.”
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GOOD NEWS

Christmas at our 
house was bitter/
sweet. It was cold in 
the old house, ‘air-
conditioned’ for sure in 
the winter. Cracks and 
holes, leaky tin roofs, 
and a long run to the 
out house, especially 
early in the morning. 
The morning routine 
was the same, Christ-
mas or not! The differ-
ence was this: the kids 
stayed awake most of 
the night, anxious to 
see what was happen-
ing in the room where 
the fireplace was…
wondering how that fat 
man was going to come 
down the chimney and 
not get ashes or soot on 
that pretty red suit. 

Of course, the an-
ticipation of Christmas 
began in early fall while 
we were still busy in 
the cotton fields. When 
that Sears’ Wishbook 
arrived, country kids 
began to ‘see visions of 
sugar plums and a few 
other things’, in great 
anticipation of what 
Santa might leave.

Each night we’d 
take turns thumb-
ing through the book, 
marking pages or dog 
earing them for “re-
turn visits”.  Usually, the 
boys stopped on the 
overalls, blue jean sec-
tion or the tennis shoes 
and underwear pages. 

Of course, the cowboy 
stuff was everyone’s 
dream for sure. (This 
was long before The 
Christmas Story ap-
peared on television)! 
A cap pistol with a hol-
ster to match was the 
dream of every small 
boy. Antici-
pation was 
alive, and we 
did not even 
know what 
the word 
meant! 

As a 5-year 
old, I remem-
ber one rainy 
a f t e r n o o n , 
when we 
lived far out 
in the country, away 
from almost everyone. 
An older brother yelled, 
‘yonder comes Santa 
Claus”. And we all ran to 
the front porch to see. 
Yep, there he was, com-
ing across the foot-log, 
making his way up the 
hill, through the gate, 
coming right toward 
the porch were we all 
stood with eyes and 
mouth wide opened. 
Then suddenly, fear 
took over! My younger 
brother and I made 
an about-face, hit the 
front door, making our 
way to the nearest bed. 
Under it we went, find-
ing a safe place so that 
bearded man would 
not find us. We had an-

ticipated his coming all 
year long, but now that 
he had come to see us, 
we were so afraid. Like 
it is today, children are 
fascinated with Santa 
as long as he stays a 
good distance from 
them, but the closer 

he comes to 
them, the more 
uncertain they 
become. Many 
cry out and run 
if they can to get 
away from him. 
We surely did 
that day. 

We did not 
always have a 
Christmas tree. 
“Foolishness”, 

my daddy would say. 
But when my sisters 
were older, they began 
to bring one home and 
decorate it with ‘odds 
and ends’. Chains of 
popcorn, moss springs, 
ice cycles made from 
gum foil, ropes made 
from loops of colored 
paper, etc. Prettiest 
trees you’d ever see! 
And under the tree or 
near the fireplace our 
shoe boxes were always 
lined up in a row, with 
our names printed on 
them. Imagine Santa 
putting the wrong thing 
in a shoe box! 

On Christmas morn-
ing, after we had raid-
ed the shoe boxes, ate 
the candy and dried 

raisins, a few nuts or 
so, we played with our 
small toy while wait-
ing for breakfast. It was 
a very exciting time! In 
the mid-morning, we 
would clear the kitch-
en for daddy to ‘do his 
thing.’  This was the 
only time I can remem-
ber liquor being in the 
house. He needed it 
for making his ‘eggnog’. 
He knew the recipe 
(the same each year): 
A dozen eggs, sugar, 
and cream and some 
Jack Daniels to give it 
“life”, he would say. He 
would give each of chil-
dren a taste or two if we 
wanted it. And that was 
enough to satisfy, be-
lieve me! After that was 
cleaned up and cleared 
away, the women folks 
brought out the Christ-
mas lunch.

Pies of all sorts, hen 
or duck with dressing, 
baked sweet potatoes, 
greens and such cov-
ered the table.. Usually 
buttermilk made its 
way to the table also. 
For desserts, there was 
always pecan and po-
tato pies, coconut and 
fruit cake. You can see 
what a feast it was. (Re-
ally nothing to brag 
about, but the best 
we could do)!  This is 
about what Christmas 
was like at the Crider 
house. There was not 

much celebrating the 
Birth of Christ, no pray-
ing and thanking God 
for His blessings. Just 
‘pass the dressing this 
way.” The truth is, it was 
much like it is today 
with many folks Just a 
day to get together and 
focus on gifts and food. 

I am so thankful I 
became a Christian 
in college and began 
to realize more and 
more the true mean-
ing of celebrating Jesus’ 
birthday. Sondra and I 
have celebrated some 
54 Christmases and 
count each of them 
‘special’.  Christmas of 
1970 was extra special.

We had just moved to 
Austin, Texas in July. At 
church we met another 
young couple who were 
stationed there in the 
Air Force. Their baby 
was due in January, just 
like ours. Anticipation 
was unbelievable. We 
would talk a lot about 
how Mary and Joseph 
must have had many 
conversations about 
the ‘forthcoming birth 
of their child.’

We read that year, for 
the first time, Marjo-
rie Holmes’ book Two 
From Galilee.  It has 
always been special to 
us ever since. As time 
slowly passed in De-
cember, this same an-
ticipation was there as 

it was when we were 
children, yet this time 
it was of a different na-
ture. Our wives were 
miserable, the winter 
was very cold, and we 
had little money to in-
vest in gifts, saving it all 
for the expenses com-
ing in January. 

Just as children to-
day count off the days 
on the Advent calendar 
until Christmas Day, we 
were counting days un-
til our son was born. In 
fact, we made two runs, 
racing across town to 
the hospital, only to 
find these were ‘false 
alarms’. We pondered 
whether Mary experi-
enced the same thing 
as her time for delivery 
neared. And so today, 
as we open Decem-
ber and the journey 
to Christmas begins, 
may we be challenged 
to pause, take deep 
breathes and reflect on 
these elements of faith 
that leads us to the 
manger again this year 
with great anticipation: 
Joy, Peace, Hope and 
Love. 

Bill Crider is Chaplain of 

Minden Medical Center

Bill Crider

Esau was Jacob’s older brother. Ja-

cob deceived Esau into selling him 

his birthright. As a result, his mother 

sent him to her brother 

Laban in Syria. On his 

way there, he spent the 

night along the way and 

used a stone pillar for his 

headrest. He had a dream 

about God ascending and 

descending on a long lad-

der. He said this must be 

the house of God. He traveled on to 

Laban’s city and met Laban’s daugh-

ter Rachel. He worked seven years 

for Rachel. At the end of seven years, 

Laban deceived him and had 

him marry his older daughter, 

Leah. He worked seven more

years for Rachel.

To be continued...

Mack Ford is a local resident of 

Webster Parish

Deceived
LET NOT YOUR HEART BE TROUBLED

Mack Ford

CHRISTMAS ANTICIPATION

“I was made a servant of this gospel 
by the gift of God’s grace that was giv-
en to me by the working of His power.” 
Ephesians 3:7  HCSB 

 

Having been saved by God’s 
grace, Paul was called to be a 
servant, a helper, a minister, 
of the gospel by God’s grace.  
Though he did not deserve 
salvation, God looked upon 
him with kindness and gra-
cious favor, and He provided 
salvation through faith in Jesus.  In 
the same way God chose and enlisted 
Paul to be His minister.  God was at 
work guiding, molding, and transform-

ing Paul’s life into a life of serving Him 
by calling Paul to preach the gospel of 
Christ through the dynamic mighty 

power of God.

 

Lord Jesus, help me to lean 
not on my strength but on 
Your power as I serve You.  
Guide me to live for You and 
to glorify You by telling others 
of the gospel of grace. 

Max Hutto is a Baptist Minister and a resi-
dent of Minden.  More information can be found 

at www.upwardlook.org.

THE UPWARD LOOK

Max Hutto

A Servant by Grace

Good News
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FUN & GAMES

CRYPTOQUIP 

SUDOKU SAM AND SILO | JERRY DUMAS

MOTHER GOOSE & GRIMM | MIKE PETERS

HI AND LOIS | BRIAN WALKER, GREG WALKER AND CHANCE BROWNE

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE | CHRIS BROWNE

BEETLE BAILEY | MORT & GREG WALKER

FUNKY WINKERBEAN | TOM BATIUK

BABY BLUES | RICK KIRKMAN AND JERRY SCOTT

BLONDIE | DEAN YOUNG AND JOHN MARSHALL

COMICS 

CROSSWORD 

FUN 
& 

GAMES
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Classifieds
PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!
classifieds@press-herald.com

SHERIFF’S SALE 

B1 BANK
VS.
KEVIN L. WYNNE 
AND TAMMY 
WYNNE

In the Twenty-Sixth 
Judicial District 
Court of Webster 
Parish, Louisiana, 
No. 79650

   By virtue of a 
WRIT OF SEIZURE 
AND SALE issued 
out of the Twenty-
Sixth Judicial 
District Court of 
Webster Parish, 
Louisiana, in the 
above styled and 
numbered suit and 
to me directed, I 
have seized and 
taken into my pos-
session and will of-
fer for sale at public 
auction to the last 
and highest bidder 
for cash WITH the 
benefit of appraise-
ment and according 
to law at the prin-
cipal front door of 
the Courthouse in 
the City of Minden, 
Webster Parish, 
Louisiana on
WEDNESDAY, 
January 5, 2022, 
During the legal 
sale hours, the 
following property, 
to wit:

Begin at the South-
east Corner of the 
Southeast Quarter 
of Southeast Quar-
ter (SE/cor. of SE/4 
of SE/4) of Section 
17, Township 19 
North, Range 8 
West, Webster Par-
ish, Louisiana, and 
thence run North 
398.67 feet; thence 
run West 1108.8 
feet, more or less, 
to center of Web-
ster Parish Road 
No. 130; thence run 
South 13 degrees 
East along the 
center of said road 
408 feet, more or 
less, to the South 
boundary line of 
said SE/4 of SE/4 
of said Section 17; 
thence run East to 
the point of begin-
ning, together with 
all improvements 
located thereon and 
all rights thereto 
belonging.

AND ALSO a 1995 
Belmont Premier 
14 ft. x 80 ft. mobile 
home which is situ-
ated upon the here-
inabove described 
property.

SOLD SUBJECT 
TO ANY SUPE-
RIOR LIENS, 
MORTGAGES 
OR PRIVILEGES 
THERETO. 
     Said property 
seized is that of the 
defendant and will 
be sold to satisfy a 
judgment rendered 
in our Honorable 
Court. 

JASON R. 
PARKER 

Sheriff & Ex-Officio 
Auctioneer

Webster Parish, 
Louisiana 

Linda Vaughan - 
Deputy

December 3, 2021
December 28, 2021
Minden Press-Herald

Classified line ads are published Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday in the Minden Press-Herald, Bossier Press-Tribune and online at www.press.herald.com

Classified
Rates
Pricing is easy!

$7.75
Per Day - Up to 20 words! 

Aditional words are only 30 
cents more!

Garage Sales
No word limit.

$11
One Day

$16.50
Two Days

Receive a FREE Garage 
Sale Kit with your two day 

ad!

* Garage Sale ads must be 
prepaid.

Deadlines

Ads
Line ads and display ads must 

be submitted by noon two 
days before publication. 

Public Notices
Public notices must be sub-

mitted two days prior to 
publication date depending 

on the length. Notices may be 
emailed to classifieds@press-

herald.com

Payments
Cash Checks, Billing

Real Estate Notice
“All real estate advertised 
here is subject to the Fed-

eral Fair Housing Act, which 
makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 

familial status, or national 
origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limita-
tion, or discrimination. We 
will not knowlingly accept 

any advertising for real estate, 
which is in violation of th 

elaw. All persons are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 

advertised are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

Grow
Your

Business
Call to place your ad!

PLACE
YOUR

AD
TODAY!
377-1866

SCHOOL 

ZONES 

ARE 

HANDS 

FREE
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November 19, 2021
November 23, 2021
November 30, 2021
December 3, 2021
December 10, 2021
Minden Press-Herald

ADOPT...
DON’T 
SHOP

December 3, 2021
December 10, 2021
Minden Press-Herald

RENTAL

 Mobile home 
for rent. 2 bed-
room/1 bath. 
$400/month. 
Call 377-7683 

LAND FOR SALE

200 ACRE 
TIMBER-

LAND SALE. 
Claiborne 

Parish, LA. 
Multiple bid 

options. 
Excellent 
hunting & 

recreational 
property. 

Public access 
on Suggs 

Road. Sealed 
bid opening 

on December 
14, 2021. For 
property infor-
mation and a 
bid package, 

call (318) 
548-0756 or 
text an email 

address. 

EMPLOYMENT

 Presbyte-
rian Village of 
Homer is hir-
ing CNA’s all 
shifts, LPN’s 
all shifts, and 

weekend RN’s. 
For more infor-
mation, please 
call (318)927-

6133 and 
ask for Alex 
Vansickle for 
RN/LPN/CNA 
applications. 
GARAGE/ESTATE 

SALES

GARAGE 
SALE 

Thurs & Fri 
(Dec. 2 & 3) 

8am-5pm and 
Sat (Dec.4) 

8am-1pm. 266 
Chrislo Drive in 

Minden. 
PETS

 German Shep-
herd puppies 
for sale. Call 

(318) 779-4391 

Attorneys
Applying for Social 
Security Disabil-
ity or Appealing 
a Denied Claim? 
Call Bill Gordon 
& Assoc., Social 

Security Disability 
Attorneys, 1-844-
883-2045 FREE 
Consultations. 
Local Attorneys 

Nationwide [Mail: 
2420 N St NW, 

Washington DC. 
Office: Broward 
Co.(TX/NM Bar)] 

(LA-SCAN)

Attorneys
Applying for Social 
Security Disabil-
ity or Appealing 
a Denied Claim? 
Call Bill Gordon 
& Assoc. Our 

case managers 
simplify the pro-

cess & work hard 
to help with your 
case. Call 1-844-
883-2045 FREE 

Consultation. 
Local Attorneys 

Nationwide [Mail: 
2420 N St NW, 

Washington DC. 
Office: Broward 
Co. FL (TX/NM 

Bar.)] (LA-SCAN)

Attorneys
Attention: Auto 
Injury Victims. If 

you have suffered 
a serious injury in 
an auto accident, 

Call US! Our 
attorneys have 
the experience 

to get you the full 
compensation you 
deserve! Call Now: 

1-877-920-9734 
(LA-SCAN)

Attorneys
Recently diag-

nosed with LUNG 
CANCER and 
60+ years old? 

Call now! You and 
your family may 
be entitled to a 
SIGNIFICANT 

CASH AWARD. 
Call 1-888-290-

0193 today. Free 
Consultation. No 
Risk (LA-SCAN)

Attorneys
Were you an 

INDUSTRIAL or 
CONSTRUCTION 
TRADESMAN and 

recently diag-
nosed with LUNG 
CANCER? You 
and your family 

may be entitled to 
a SIGNIFICANT 
CASH AWARD. 
Call 1-855-954-

4792 for your risk 
free consultation 

(LA- SCAN)

Auction
JEFFERSON 

PARISH ONLINE 
AUCTION! Closes 

Nov. 29, www.
LSO.cc or www.

LSA.cc. Ford 
Pickups, Dump, 

Utility Trks., 
Vans & SUV’s, 
Dodge Pickups 
& more! 7% BP. 

Burgess1361 (LA-
SCAN)

Business 
Opportunities

BECOME A PUB-
LISHED AUTHOR! 
We edit, print and 

distribute your 
work international-
ly. We do the work; 
you reap the RE-
WARDS! Call for 
a FREE Author’s 
Submission Kit. 
1-877-287-9291 

(LA-SCAN)

Business 
Opportunities

Become a pub-
lished author! 

Publication sold at 
all major secular & 
specialty Christian 
bookstores. Call 
Christian Faith 
Publishing for 

your FREE author 
submission kit. 

1-877-497-3255 
(LA-SCAN)

Education
COMPUTER & 
IT TRAINING 

PROGRAM! Train 
ONLINE to get the 
skills to become a 
Computer & Help 
Desk Professional 
now! Grants and 

Scholarships avail-
able for certain 
programs for 

qualified appli-
cants. Call CTI for 

details! 1
-855-471-2636 
(M-F 8am-6pm 
ET) (LA-SCAN)

Education
Flexible Health-

care Career 
Training, Medical 
Billing and Coding 
Program. Call Now 

For Information: 
1-866-746-4143 

(LA- SCAN)

Education
TRAIN Online To 

DO MEDICAL 
BILLING. Become 
a Medical Office 

Professional 
online at CTI! Get 
Trained, Certified 
& ready to work 
in months. Call 

1-866-350-4447. 
(M-F 8am-6pm 
ET) (LA-SCAN)

Financial Ser-
vices

ARE YOU BE-
HIND $10k OR 

MORE ON YOUR 
TAXES? Stop 

wage & bank lev-
ies, liens & audits, 
unfiled tax returns, 
payroll issues, & 
resolve tax debt 

FAST. Call 1-855-
832-2310 (LA-

SCAN)

Financial Ser-
vices

Denied Credit?? 
Work to Repair 

Your Credit Report 
With The Trusted 
Leader in Credit 
Repair. Call Lex-
ington Law for a 

FREE credit report 
summary & credit 

repair consultation. 
1-855-527-0217. 
John C. Heath, 
Attorney at Law, 
PLLC, dba Lex-
ington Law Firm 

(LA-SCAN)

Financial Ser-
vices

Over $10K in 
debt? Be debt free 
in 24-48 months. 
Pay nothing to 
enroll. Call Na-

tional Debt Relief 
at 1-855-794-1033 

(LA- SCAN)

Financial Ser-
vices

SAVE YOUR 
HOME! Are you 

behind paying your 
MORTGAGE? 
Denied a Loan 
Modification? 

Threatened with 
FORECLOSURE? 

Call the Home-
owner’s Relief Line 

now for HELP! 
1-866-470-1641 

(LA-SCAN)

For Sale
Put on your TV 

Ears and hear TV 
with unmatched 
clarity. TV Ears 
Original were 

originally $129.95 
- NOW WITH THIS 
SPECIAL OFFER 
are only $59.95 

with code MCB59! 
Call 1-855-935-

3524 (LA-SCAN)

Health and 
Wellness

ATTENTION 
DIABETICS! Save 

money on your 
diabetic supplies! 
Convenient home 
shipping for moni-

tors, test strips, 
insulin pumps, 
catheters and 
more! To learn 
more, call now! 
1-888-723-9462 

(LA-SCAN)

Health and 
Wellness

ATTENTION: 
OXYGEN USERS! 
The NEW Inogen 
One G5. 1-6 flow 

settings. Designed 
for 24-hour oxygen 
use. Compact and 
Lightweight. Get 
a FREE Info kit 

today. 1-855-874-
9438 (LA-SCAN)

SMALL

ADS 

WORK
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