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MLK Day Parade Cancelled due to 
rise in COVID cases

MINDEN PRESS-HERALD PHOTOS

Due to the drastically rising number of COVID cases that took place over the holiday season, the MLK parade 

scheduled for next week has been canceled. Michael Walker of the MLK Committee stated, “The MLK Commit-

tee has decided to postpone the parade and youth rally until late February. This is because of the number of 

COVID cases going up. We will let the community know of the new date once it has been decided. At this time 

we feel this is best for the safety of the citizens of Minden. Thank you to the community for their continued 

support of this event.”

COMMUNITYCRIME

Juvenile Curfew Ordinance Postponed Indefinitely
MINDEN CITY COUNCIL

WILL PHILLIPS

Minden Press-Herald

In the January City 
Council Meeting, the Or-
dinance that would intro-
duce juvenile curfew to 
the City of Minden was on 
the agenda, and much like 
in past meetings where it 
was an item, it once again 
failed to pass. However, 
this may be the last time 
that the City Council will 
see this particular item on 
their agenda as the Coun-
cil voted three to two in 
order to postpone the or-
dinance indefinitely. 

Being the one who in-
troduced the amended 
motion, Councilman 
Wayne Edwards of Dis-
trict A explained, “What 
this postponing indefi-
nitely means is that basi-
cally, we all have to get on 
the same page. To renew 
this particular motion it 

requires a two-thirds vote 
of the council. There are 
some issues with the or-
dinance that I filed com-
plaints from the people 
of District A, and being 
honest I don’t feel at this 
time it’s actually going to 
be enforceable.”

“In the last council 
meeting, I said that I want 
to see a full staff in the 
department and that we 
emphasize the areas in 
this city where we’re actu-
ally having problems, and 
once we get that done I 
don’t have a problem,” 
said Edwards.

Councilman Vincen 
Bradford of District C also 
voiced his opposition to 
the curfew. “First of all, 
we don’t have the man-
power. And how can you 
tell if I’m seventeen? Can 
you just look at me in the 
car next to you and say, 
he’s seventeen I’m going 

to stop him. I don’t think 
it’s right. I think you’re 
edging on people’s civil 
rights.”

After hearing their con-
tentions, Councilman 
Michael Roy of District D 
offered his per-
spective, being in 
favor of passing 
the ordinance. 
“I disagree sole-
ly. I think it’s a 
shame that we 
as a council can’t 
come together to 
protect the citizens of the 
City of Minden,” said Roy. 

“It gives the police de-
partment the right to ap-
proach somebody if they 
deem necessary. Doesn’t 
mean they have to, 
doesn’t mean they won’t. 
But it’s funny how the city 
of Shreveport can do this, 
the city of Bossier can do 
this, and both of those 
cities have taken our or-

dinance, and adopted it. I 
think it’s a shame that we 
don’t put our people first.”

It was at this point 
Councilman Terika Wil-
liams Walker of District 
B entered the discus-

sion, being skeptical 
about using Shreve-
port/Bossier for 
comparison. 

“I just disagree 
with your statement 
when you say the 
other cities are us-
ing it. You always 

reference other cities but 
have you done any re-
search to see how effec-
tive it is. Because as you 
know well you may not 
know, Shreveport is un-
derstaffed too, so how can 
they enforce it? I mean, 
how effective is it,” said 
Walker. “You watch the 
news, there’s always ju-
veniles doing something 
in Shreveport. So what 

about the effectiveness of 
it?”

After this, there was a 
bit more back and forth 
following the same gen-
eral argumentative lines 
that had been brought up 
previously, followed by an 
accusation from Council-
man Bradford that the 
Minden Police Depart-
ment would use this ordi-
nance as an opportunity 
to target black neighbor-
hoods. 

“I don’t know why we 
need to police these kids, 
they’re not doing any-
thing,” said Bradford. 

Roy responded, “I dis-
agree with that. Chief, 
what are they doing? 
They’re shooting, they’re 
breaking into cars, 
They’re breaking the law.”

“Where are they going 
to target? They’re going 
to target the black neigh-
borhoods,” replied Brad-

ford. You ride in District 

B what do you see? You 

ride in District A what do 

you see? You ride in E, 

you don’t see police out 

there.”

“They patrol the ar-

eas that have crime,” re-

sponded Mayor Terry 

Gardner. 

“All areas have crime,” 

Walker replied. 

When it came time to 

vote, the amended mo-

tion passed with three in 

favor, those being Coun-

cilmen Edwards, Walker, 

and Bradford, and two 

in opposition, those be-

ing Councilmen Roy and 

Bloxom. 

The Monthly Minden 

City Council Meeting is 

open to the public and 

takes place at the Minden 

Civic Center starting at 

5:30 on the first Monday 

of each month. 

Late night shooting 
in Minden

STAFF REPORT

Minden Press-Herald

Another late-night 

shooting took place in 

Minden earlier this week 

near Plateau Street. Luck-

ily there have been no re-

ported injuries from the 

incident, however, this 

marked yet another of 

the increasingly frequent 

shootings that have re-

cently taken place within 

the city. 

“A quiet night inside 

the Minden Police De-

partment office was 

abruptly interrupted 

when every phone began 

to ring. Callers from all 

over town were reporting 

the sound of gunfire. Fi-

nally, one caller stated his 

house was hit by multiple 

rounds,” a statement from 

the Minden Police Asso-

ciation read. 

“Officers arrived to 

find the street littered 

with pistol and rifle brass 

casings. The house was 

peppered with holes. In-

side the house, multiple 

people dived to the floor 

when the shooting began, 

in fear of being hit. One 

round came within inch-

es of a sleeping juvenile 

girl. Luckily there were no 

injuries.”

Unfortunately while re-

sponding to this incident, 

officers reported hearing 

more gunshots in the dis-

tance two separate times. 

While cases like these 

seem to be on the rise, the 

Minden Police Associa-

tion assured local citizens 

that they are willing to do 

whatever it takes to bring 

an end to the senseless 

violence. 

“This story is being told 

again and again. The resi-

dents of this city are tired 

of the senseless violence. 

People live in fear in the 

districts most affected by 

the savagery. We will con-

tinue to try and come up 

with, and present viable 

solutions to ending the 

violence,” the MPA stated.

“Your Minden Police 

Officers will work day and 

night to respond to, inves-

tigate and bring these vio-

lent criminals to justice. 

We aren’t giving up.”

EDWARDS
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Louisiana’s maximum unemployment benefit increases 
11% in 2022

GOVERNMENT

VOTING

(The Center Square) 
– An unemployment 
compromise will deliver 
an 11% maximum in-
crease in unemployment 
benefits for out-of-work 
Louisianans, starting this 
week.

Gov. John Bel Edwards 
agreed to end federal 
unemployment benefits 
tied to COVID-19 relief 
funding five weeks early 
last year in exchange for 
the GOP-controlled Leg-
islature’s commitment 
to permanently increase 
benefits at the state level.

The result was Act 276 
and the first jobless ben-
efit increase in more than 

a decade.
“We have one of the 

lowest unemployment 
benefit amounts in the 
country, and it’s been 
more than 10 years since 
we’ve raised the amount 
of money people can col-
lect,” Louisiana Workforce 
Commission (LWC) Sec-
retary Ava Cates said. “In 
that time, the cost of ev-
erything from gas to gro-
ceries has gone up.”

The new maximum 
weekly benefit is $275, an 
increase of $28 a week.

Cates said individuals 
filing a claim on or af-
ter Jan. 2 will see the in-
crease. Claims filed Jan. 1 

will be backdated to Dec. 
26.

Cates said the timing 
of the change will require 
many recipients to reap-
ply as Sunday marked the 
beginning of a new eligi-
bility quarter.

“The first Sunday in 
every calendar quarter 
marks a change in the pe-
riod of time used to deter-
mine eligibility for unem-
ployment benefits based 
on wages,” she said.

Twenty-six states ended 
the $300-a-week federal 
unemployment enhance-
ment before its scheduled 
expiration Sept. 6. Ed-
wards was the only Dem-

ocratic governor to do so, 
effective July 31.

Business groups, Re-
publican lawmakers and 
other critics of the federal 
unemployment payments 
said the benefits discour-
aged workers from reen-
tering the labor force.

A statement from the 
Baton Rouge Area Cham-
ber of Commerce during 
the compromise negotia-
tions said the federal en-
hancement made sense 
when businesses were 
shut down during the 
pandemic, but not when 
the government-imposed 
lockdowns were lifted.

“The weekly payment, 

combined with state un-
employment assistance, 
is currently the equivalent 
of almost $14 per hour, 
which is nearly median 
individual income in the 
state. In other words, one 
can be in the middle of 
the pack in terms of earn-
ings by not working,” the 
statement said.

Legislative Democrats 
were split on the issue.

“I just can’t believe 
you’re doing this, turn-
ing down federal unem-
ployment for people who 
have had the hardest year 
of their life,” Rep. Mandie 
Landry, D-New Orleans, 
told her colleagues during 

debate on the floor.
Rep. Chad Brown, D-

Plaquemine, who spon-
sored House Bill 183, or 
what would become Act 
276, said he had “heart-
burn” over the tradeoff 
but that “a permanent 
increase going forward is 
desperately needed.”

The Senate approved 
the measure, 32-5, on the 
last day of the 2021 legis-
lative session, while the 
House approved it 74-27. 
Edwards signed the legis-
lation June 15.

CDC posts rationale for shorter isolation, 
quarantine

(AP) — The Centers for 
Disease Control and Pre-
vention on Tuesday ex-
plained the scientific ra-
tionale for shortening its 
COVID-19 isolation and 
quarantine recommenda-
tions, and clarified that the 
guidance applies to kids as 
well as adults.

The CDC also main-
tained that, for people who 
catch COVID-19, testing 
is not required to emerge 
from five days of isolation 
— despite hints from other 
federal officials that the 
agency was reconsidering 
that.

The agency announced 
the changes last week, halv-
ing the isolation time for 
Americans who catch the 
coronavirus and have no 
symptoms or only brief ill-
nesses. Isolation should 
only end if a person has 
been fever-free for at least 
24 hours without the use of 
fever-reducing medications 
and if other symptoms are 
resolving, the CDC added.

It similarly shortened 
the time that close contacts 
need to quarantine, from 10 
days to five.

CDC officials previously 
said the changes were in 
keeping with evidence that 
people with the coronavi-
rus are most infectious in 
the two days before and 
three days after symptoms 
develop.

Some experts have ques-
tioned how the new recom-
mendations were crafted 
and why they were changed 
amid a spike in cases driven 
largely by the highly con-
tagious omicron variant. 
Some also expressed dis-
may that the guidelines al-
lowed people to leave isola-
tion without getting tested 
to see if they were still infec-
tious.

On Tuesday, the CDC 

posted documents de-
signed to address those 
— and other — questions 
about the latest recommen-
dations. The new guidance 
applies to school children 
as well as adults, the CDC 
said, responding to ques-
tions raised by school lead-
ers around the country.

In laying out the scientific 
basis for the revisions, the 
agency said more than 100 
studies from 17 countries 
indicate that most trans-
mission happens early in 
an infection. The CDC ac-
knowledged the data come 
from research done when 
delta and other pre-omi-
cron variants were causing 
the most infections. But 
the agency also pointed to 
limited, early data from the 
U.S. and South Korea that 
suggests the time between 
exposure and the appear-
ance of symptoms may be 
shorter for omicron than for 
earlier variants.

The CDC also took up the 
question of why it didn’t call 
for a negative test before 
people emerge from isola-
tion.

On Sunday, Dr. Anthony 
Fauci — the White House’s 
top medical adviser — said 
the CDC was considering 
including the negative test 
as part of its guidance.

The agency said lab tests 
can show positive results 
long after someone stops 
being contagious, and that 
a negative at-home test may 
not necessarily indicate 
there is no threat. That’s 
why, the agency said, it was 
recommending that people 
wears masks everywhere 
for the five days after isola-
tion ends.

It did offer tips for those 
who have access to the tests 
and want to check them-
selves before leaving isola-
tion.

Dr. Eric Topol, the head of 
the Scripps Research Trans-
lational Institute, accused 
the agency of furthering 
confusion. He agreed that 
it is appropriate to shorten 
isolation time, but only with 
testing.

“We do need to come up 
with a strategy that limits 
isolation time, but we don’t 
want it to be one that’s add-
ing to the spread of the vi-
rus and unwittingly leading 
to the virus circulating,” he 
said.

Yale University’s Dr. 
Howard Forman said the 
updated recommenda-
tions were communicated 
poorly last week, but he also 
applauded the CDC for try-
ing to be more nimble while 
dealing with limited sci-
ence, a short supply of tests 
and an intensifying wave of 
infections.

Under the previous iso-
lation and quarantine rec-
ommendations, “it was 
obvious that ... society was 
literally going to be dis-
rupted. If you expected 
people to comply with 
those (old) rules, you might 
as well have a lockdown,” 
said Forman, a radiologist 
who teaches public health 
policy.

The agency acknowl-
edged people weren’t fol-
lowing the longer recom-
mendations: Research 
suggests only 25% to 30% of 
people were isolating for a 
full 10 days under the older 
guidance, the CDC said.

The CDC also suggests 
that people exposed to the 
virus quarantine for five 
days, unless they have got-
ten booster shots or re-
cently received their initial 
vaccine doses. The agency 
said anyone exposed — re-
gardless of vaccination sta-
tus — should get tested five 
days later, if possible.

Secretary of state touts Louisiana’s high 
ranking in election integrity report

(The Center Square) 
– Louisiana Secretary of 
State Kyle Ardoin touted 
the state’s high ranking in 
a recent election integrity 
report published by the 
conservative Heritage 
Foundation.

The 2021 Election In-
tegrity Scorecard report 
measured all 50 states 
and the District of Co-
lumbia according to 12 
criteria, including voter 
ID implementation, ab-
sentee ballot manage-
ment, vote counting 
practices and verification 
of citizenship. Louisiana 
ranked seventh overall.

“Louisiana is among 
the nation’s leaders 
when it comes to election 
integrity due to our agen-
cy’s sound procedures 
and best practices, along 
with our team of dedi-
cated civil servants who 
work incredibly hard to 
ensure our elections run 
smoothly,” Ardoin said in 
a statement. “While we 
are proud to be named 
in the top 10, our goal 
is perfection, so we will 
continue working to im-
prove our system.”

Researchers gave the 
state high marks for ab-
sentee ballot manage-
ment, vote harvesting 

restrictions and vote 
counting practices. The 
lowest marks pertained 
to election litigation pro-
cedures, verification of 
citizenship and restric-
tions on private funding 
of election officials and 
government agencies.

Georgia, Alabama and 
Tennessee ranked high-
est on the list, while the 
District of Columbia, Ne-
vada and California were 
last on the 2021 score-
card.

Ardoin, Louisiana’s 
top election official, de-
scribed his approach to 
elections as making it 
“easy to vote, but hard to 
cheat.”

The Heritage Foun-
dation, a Washington-
based think tank, has 
prioritized voting and 
election issues for years. 
The group maintains an 
Election Fraud Database 
and claims “election 
fraud occurs all too fre-
quently,” though many 
election observers claim 
there is no evidence of 
widespread voter fraud.

The divide was exacer-
bated after the 2020 pres-
idential election amid 
nationwide claims and 
counterclaims of fraud, 
irregularities and con-

spiracy theories. Louisi-

ana lawmakers respond-

ed by passing House Bill 

704 and Senate Bill 220 

during the 2021 regular 

legislative session.

The bills were aimed at 

strengthening Election 

Day poll watching and 

voter roll accuracy by au-

thorizing the Legislative 

Auditor to conduct post-

election audits. Gov. John 

Bel Edwards vetoed both 

measures.

HB 704 “unnecessar-

ily politicizes the elec-

tion process,” Edwards 

said, adding that SB 220 

presented separation of 

powers issues.

Edwards, however, 

signed a bill sponsored 

by Rep. Sharon Hewitt, 

R-Slidell, authorizing the 

Louisiana Voting Sys-

tem Commission to use 

updated requirements 

for acquiring new voting 

machines.

The 13-member com-

mission, chaired by 

Ardoin, is scheduled 

to release its final rec-

ommendations Jan. 31, 

though a Friday meeting 

at the Capitol was can-

celed because the CO-

VID-19 omicron variant 

surge.
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Victor G. Hassell
Victor G. Hassell, 56, of Quitman, 

Texas, began his eternal life with his 
Lord and Savior on December 31, 
2021 at his home surrounded by his 
loved ones, after battling colon and 
liver cancer for many years.

Victor was born February 2, 1965 
in Harbor City, California, the son 

of Jack Dale Hassell and the late Eunice Miller Hassell 
of Ringgold, LA.

Victor never cowered down to the adversity in life, 
he embraced the challenges and lived his live to the 
fullest. His family fondly quotes his famous saying, 
“Booyah” and “Making Memories” in remembrance 
of him. Victor honorably served for the US Navy. Later, 
he was an engineer and entrepreneur who shared his 
love and talent for cooking with his friends, family, and 
his children. Victor was a servant leader at his church, 
Mt. Pisgah Baptist Church. He was an active member 
of the Minden, Cotton Valley, and Flora Masonic Lodge 
throughout his life. He loved adventuring in his Jeep, 
and fellowshipping with his close friends who he con-
sidered to be additional brothers.

Victor is predeceased by his mother, Eunice Miller 
Hassell.

Victor was a devoted father, husband, brother, son, 
and uncle. He will be remembered by his loving wife, 
Angie Peek Hassell; his son Tyler Hassell and fiancé 
Ashton Wood; his daughters, Bailey Hassell Lovitt and 
husband Heath, and Emma VanBecelaere; his father 
Jack Hassell; his brothers and sisters, Dale Hassell, 
Rusty Hassell and wife Eyde, Gary Hassell, and Brenda 
Kathy Hassell; and many nieces, nephews, and count-
less friends.

Visitation will be Monday, January 3, 2022, from 6:00 
– 8:00 PM, at Lowe-Gardner Funeral Home, 1102 E. 
Goode St., Quitman, Texas 75783. A Funeral Service of 
Remembrance will be held at 10:00 AM, Tuesday, Janu-
ary 4, 2022, at Mt. Pisgah Baptist Church, County Road 
3275, Mineola, Texas 75773. Interment will be at Mt. 
Pisgah Cemetery.

Those who wish to remember Victor in a special 
way, in lieu of flowers, please donate to the Mt. Pis-
gah Building Fund. A passion of Victor’s was to start a 
Youth Ministry at the Church.

Serving as Pallbearers will be Dale Hassell, Rusty 
Hassell, Gary Hassell, Eric Allison, Jerry Peek, Ray-
mond Peek, and Tony Peek. Serving as an Honorary 
Pallbearer will be Ty Coats.

Deborah H. Prince 
A private memorial service will 

be held at a later date for Deborah 

Hunter Prince of Helfin, Louisiana. 

Deborah was born February 9, 

1958, in Minden, Louisiana and 

entered her heavenly home Janu-

ary 5, 2022. She was a member of 

Church of the Cross in Haughton, 

Louisiana where she sang in the choir and was a faith-

ful member. Deborah loved her husband, children and 

grandchildren, they were her joy. 

She was preceded in death by her parents, Elmer and 

Delores Hunter; brothers, Billy Moore and Barry Hunt-

er, and mother-in-law, Hazel Prince. 

She is survived by her husband of 41 years, Eddie 

Prince; sons, Michael Prince, Dustin Prince (Suzi) and 

Kalob Prince (Autumn); daughters, Meg Prince (Au-

brey); grandchildren, Josh Prince (Peyton), Kolton 

Pace (Cassie), Allie Hortman, Alexis Prince, Preston 

Prince, Wesley Prince; father-in-law, Jarrell Prince; sis-

ter-in-law, Reta Dean; brother, Doug Shurling; special 

nieces, Tina McKissick and Lolly Hunter; numerous 

other nieces and nephews; special friends, Susan Pevy, 

Debbie Sharp, Lisa Stroud, and Debra Jones, and her 

beloved dogs, Charlie and Buddy. 

Rose-Neath Funeral Home 

211 Murrell Street 

Minden, Louisiana 71055 

(318) 377-3412 

Phillip L. Ford
Phillip L. Ford, Master Sergeant United States Air 

Force (Ret.), age 82, of Cabot, Arkansas, died Tuesday, 
January 4, 2022.  He was born March 2, 1939 in Minden, 
Louisiana to the late C.C. Ford and Christine Davidson 
Ford. 

Phillip graduated from Minden High School in 1957.  
He played on 2 state championship football teams, one 
in 1954 and the second in 1956. While attending LSU, 
he played football for one year before head injuries 
no longer made it feasible.   He joined the Air Force in 
1958.  His Air Force career spanned 20 years of dedicat-
ed service.  Phillip was awarded the Airman’s Medal in 
1963 for his heroic actions.  He served a total of 2 years 
in Vietnam and 3 years overseas in support of Vietnam.  
He retired from Lockheed-Martin Co. as a senior engi-
neer in 2002.

Phillip is survived by his wife, Mary O. Kornegay 

Ford; son, Kenneth Scott Ford and wife, Wanda of 
Cabot, Arkansas; grandchildren, Kenneth Ford (Eden; 
children, Kallie and Emily), Blake Ford (Anna; chil-
dren, Evangeline and Thomas), Catherine Ford Sukup 
(Justin; children, Derick, Christine, Jackson, and Daw-
son) and Peter Ford (Sparrow); his brother, James L. 
Ford and wife. Linda of Virginia; two nephews, David 
and Andrew (Emily; children, Sophia, Alexandra, and 
Charlotte) and numerous cousins.

A special thank you to the Baptist Health Hospice 
Team who provided loving care to Phillip during his 
last days.  Memorial donations may be made to Tunnel 
to Towers Foundation, 2361 Hylan Boulevard, Staten 
Island, New York 10306 or a charity of your choice.

Memorial services will be 10:00 a.m., Saturday, Janu-
ary 8, 2022 at Moore’s Cabot Funeral Home, 501-843-
5816.  Inurnment will be at a later date at Gardens of 
Memory Cemetery in Minden, Louisiana.  Please sign 
our online guestbook for the Ford family at www.moor-
escabotfuneralhome.com.

Patsy La Fran 
Jeffers Morgan

Pat was called home by the Lord 
and entered into rest December 
22, 2021. She passed away from a 
short illness at Cornerstone Hos-
pital in Bossier City, Louisiana. She 
was born December 13, 1942 in 

SprinZhill, Louisiana, 
the daughter of Malvern Warren and Florine Rose-

mary Knighton Jeffers. 
Pat graduated from Minden High School, Class of 

1960. After High School, she became a homemaker 
and later worked in the retail business. She was very 
kind and compassionate to all her family and friends. 
She loved gardening, cooking for family and friends, 
interior design, and traveling. She married Bobby Joe 
Morgan from Lake 

Providence, Louisiana in April 1996. They had 25 
years together and loved each other very much. They 
also liked to take care of their horses and go to rodeos. 

In addition to her parents, she was predeceased 
by a grandson, Eric Irby. Surviving in addition to her 
spouse, 

Bobby Joe Morgan are her daughters, Lisa McGuire 
Mayfield, Melanie McGuire Lott and husband Steven, 
Lori 

McGuire Allen and husband Justin, and one son, 
Norman Gregory McGuire and Carol Hernandez. Also, 
four be loved children by marriage including: Tina Re-
nae Morgan, Vickie Morgan Cravens , Sherri Annette 
Morgan Taylor and husband Randy, and a son, Bobby 
Jay Morgan and wife Misty. She is also survived by 
grandchildren: Ashley, Haley, 

Amber, Tyler, Jadyn, Jeremy, Cory, Dillon, Brandon, 
Morgan, Braden, Matthew, and Cammie. Plus her great 
grand children: Blake, Macy, Dallas, McKenzie, McK-
ayla, Kelly Ann, Tia, Abby, Sophia, Elijah, Winnie , and 
one great-great grandchild, Sammy. She is survived by 
her cherished sister, 

Diane James and her husband Bion, and many niec-
es and nephews. There will be a private memorial Janu-
ary 8, 2022 at Hillcrest in Haughton, Louisiana. Family 
meant so much to her, and she was dedicated to all. In 
lieu of flowers, please donate in her name to the Par-
kinson’s Foundation (MichaelJFox.org). 

We would also like to thank a special nurse at Cor-
nerstone Hospital whom was very kind, understand-
ing, and compassionate. She helped us through a very 
difficult time. Thank you, Brooke. 
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I found striking this past 
week the statement by Pres. 
Biden that there is no “federal 
solution” to the pandemic, 
making the point that a bal-
ance must now be struck be-
tween public health/social and 
economic considerations. 

The statement was remark-
able to me both for its candor 
and for what it really reflects: 1) 
that one of the central purport-
ed rationales for Pres. Biden’s 
presidential candidacy—de-
feating Covid—was offered as 
much for political expediency 
as for any substantive reason, 
and 2) as well as the fact that 
most of the measures the fed-
eral government has taken re-
garding the virus still have the 
nation and American economy 
reeling—as much from Covid 
itself, as from the clumsy and 
error-filled governmental re-
sponse to it. 

First, let’s honestly recall 
what then-candidate Biden 
emphatically stated in the 
October 2020 presidential 
debate.  Biden blamed Presi-
dent Trump personally for the 
220,000 lives that had then 
been lost due to the pandemic 
caused by the virus which CDC 
has determined originated in 
China.  (https://www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/your-
health/about-covid-19/basics-
covid-19.html).

 “If you hear nothing else I 
say tonight, hear this,” Biden 
said. “Anyone that is responsi-
ble for that many deaths should 

not remain as president of the 
United States of America.” “I 
will take care of this,” he prom-
ised. “I will end this. I’m going 
to shut down the virus, not the 
country.”

Fast forward to December 
30, 2021: according to CDC’s 
COVID Tracker, as of this date, 
there were 820,355 deaths from 

the China 
V i r u s — a 
n u m b e r 
n e a r l y 
four times 
higher than 
the tragic 
number of 
A m e r i c a n 
deaths re-
corded as 
the Trump 

Administration worked liter-
ally at warp speed to create 
in an historically short time 
three vaccines which it per-
fected, tested, and then gifted 
to the Biden Administration.  
820,355 deaths.  This coming 
from a man who essentially 
swore he would “take care of” 
and “shut down the virus, not 
the country.”  What a false-
hood.  President Biden and 
his administration have done 
just the opposite—they have 
not shut down the virus—in 
fact, they’ve surrendered—
but they have shut down the 
country.  Thus, based upon his 
own pledge and promise, Pres. 
Biden should resign.

Fast forwarding to today, ac-
cording to the latest CDC isola-

tion guidelines regarding the 
Omicron variant, the incuba-
tion period is shorter and so 
should be the isolation period.  
What a relief!   Even “Dr. Lock-
down” Anthony Fauci is quot-
ed as saying “there is a danger 
that there will be so many peo-
ple who are being isolated who 
are asymptomatic for the full 
10 days, that you could have a 
major negative impact on our 
ability to keep society running.” 
(Wall Street Journal).  That’s, no 
doubt, true and has been for 
the entire period of the pan-
demic.

Further, CDC Director Ro-
chelle Walensky also stated 
that her agency had altered its 
guidelines because “there were 
starting to be limitations in so-
ciety…” and concluded with 
her observation that CDC’s 
“guidance is only as good as so-
ciety’s willingness to follow it.” 
(Washington Post). 

I think what these statements 
by Drs. Fauci and Walensky re-
ally reflect is that CDC’s smoth-
ering guidelines have become 
so burdensome and damag-
ing—because they are doing 
real harm to society and the 
national economy—that Amer-
icans have largely stopped 
abiding by them.  

What’s stunning is that none 
of these conclusions by Fauci 
or Walensky are either new or 
were unknown prior to Omi-
cron.  Government will never 
be able to remove all health 
risks any more than it can con-

trol the blowing of the wind.  
However, its handling of Covid 
is an egregious example of not 
ever honestly balancing the in-
terests at stake—public health 
versus individual freedoms 
and economic strength—se-
riously considering only the 
health aspect, however specu-
lative or farfetched it may have 
been.

What the ruling elite and 
the national media have either 
missed or ignored from the be-
ginning is that Americans are 
fair-minded and open to be-
ing persuaded but not coerced.  
When coerced, resistance is 
immediate and widespread.  
The Biden Administration’s ap-
parent rejection of new lock-
downs is an acknowledgement 
of that fact as well as of the 
great tangible and intangible 
economic and social harm that 
has been inflicted on the coun-
try by lockdowns already. 

The Wall Street Journal re-
cently noted that, regarding 
the end of lockdowns even by 
most Democrat governors, “… 
we can thank public insistence 
more than the most quoted 
public-health experts, who ap-
pear all too willing to force the 
public back into isolation even 
two years into the pandemic.  
The people are wiser than the 
experts.”

Thank God for that.

Royal Alexander is a Shreveport 
attorney

OTHER OPINION

Biden’s no solution to the pandemic

ROYAL
ALEXANDER

OpiniOn Joshua Specht, Editor and Publisher
jspecht@press-herald.com

LARRY BEHRENS
Special to the Press-Herald

When President Joe Biden 
told the nation’s governors 
“there is no federal solution” to 
COVID-19, it took many by sur-
prise. After all, the cornerstone 
of his campaign hinged on his 
claim that he would defeat the 
pandemic if only we would 
elect him. When his predeces-
sor suggested “maybe states 
should also look into acquiring 
equipment to help fight COV-
ID,” Biden and his allies erupted 
with outrage.

My how the tables have 
turned. As we approach the 
one-year mark of the Biden 
presidency, this type of double 
talk is becoming far too com-
monplace. It is just “Joe being 

Joe.”
His formula is simple: when 

the results are good, take credit. 
When they’re bad, it’s not his 
fault. We need look no further 
than Biden’s awkward dance 
with his energy failures over the 
past 11 months.

Within the first 48 hours after 
he stepped into office, Presi-
dent Biden cancelled the Key-
stone pipeline and placed an il-
legal moratorium on oil and gas 
production on federal lands. 
The move instantly killed 11,000 
American jobs, but Biden didn’t 
care since the price of gas he 
inherited from the last adminis-
tration was $2.37 a gallon.

Fast forward to the spring 
and summer of 2021 and as gas 
prices skyrocketed over 30%, 
Biden had to try and reverse his 
failure. His first response was to 

beg countries like Russia and 
Saudi Arabia to produce more 
oil. This maneuver was not 
only pathetic in the weakness 
it projected, but also tragic be-
cause it proved President Biden 
destroyed American energy 
independence in less than six 
months.

Pleading with our enemies 
for more oil didn’t work and 
as gas prices continued to rise 
Biden needed a new strategy, so 
he settled on evasion. By Octo-
ber, Biden was suddenly telling 
the public there was nothing he 
could do to help high gas prices. 
Putting aside that the massive 
number of executive orders and 
actions targeting domestic en-
ergy, the president now needed 
us to believe he wasn’t respon-
sible for high gas prices.

Biden abdicated responsi-

bility for his energy decisions, 
and with the help of a dutiful 
chorus of support from media 
sycophants, Team Biden set-
tled on its “winning” message: 
When gas prices are bad, it’s not 
Biden’s fault. However, when 
the out-of-touch administra-
tion believes it can spike the 
football, it will not hesitate to 
give Biden all the credit.

You might remember when 
the Democratic Congressio-
nal Campaign Committee re-
joiced, and loudly thanked Joe 
Biden, for a 2 cent drop in gas 
prices. No, not 2 percent, but 2 
cents. Less than a month later, 
Biden’s press secretary boldly 
proclaimed they had “saved 
Christmas” from their self-
created supply chain issues. It 
seems the last month of 2021 is 
the right time for Team Biden 

to celebrate all of his “success” 
after first claiming there wasn’t 
much he could do. Make no 
mistake, they’ll do the same 
with COVID.

Shortly after washing his gov-
ernment’s hands of responsi-
bility, the President strolled to 
Marine One for his 31st trip to 
Delaware this year. Step one of 
his plan to dodge responsibility 
is complete, now all he has to 
do is relax and hope no one will 
hold him to account.

Make no mistake: if there is 
good news in the future, Joe 
Biden will be quick to take the 
credit. The pathetic pattern is 
now their pathetic plan.

Larry Behrens is the Communications 
Director for Power The Future, a non-

profit organization that advocates for 
American energy.

OTHER OPINION

Biden’s coronavirus evasion is nothing new

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

Biden Administration offi-
cials are crowing that they pre-
vented a collision over 5G wire-
less spectrum between airlines 
and wireless carriers that had 
threatened to ground flights 
across America this week. But 
they created this problem, and 
the mess could endanger U.S. 
5G leadership.

Congress charged the Fed-
eral Communications Com-
mission with ensuring that 
wireless spectrum is deployed 
to balance the interests of dif-
ferent industries while advanc-
ing U.S. innovation. With the 
U.S. trailing China in 5G, for-
mer FCC Chair Ajit Pai moved 
regulatory mountains to free 
up more spectrum.

After public comment and 
technical review, the FCC in 
March 2020 issued a 258-page 
decision approving the repur-
posing of C-band spectrum 
from satellite operators for 5G. 
The document included pre-
cautions to prevent 5G signal 
interference with other spec-
trum users, including aviation.

Usually spectrum interfer-
ence involves transmissions 
on the same frequencies, not 

in different bands. Airplane ra-
dio altimeters that measure the 
distance from the ground oc-
cupy bands in the same region 
but are still a safe distance from 
C-band. Think the distance be-
tween Trenton, N.J., and New 
York City.

The FCC nonetheless in-
cluded a 220 to 400 megahertz 
buffer between the two bands, 
which was more than twice 
as much as what engineers 
deemed sufficient to prevent 
signal interference. Nearly 
40 countries operate 5G on 
C-band spectrum—many at 
higher power levels or in closer 
spectral proximity to airplane 
radio altimeters than what 
the FCC had proposed—with 
no instances of interference. 
Two Navy radars also operate 
in frequencies much closer to 
altimeters at power levels that 
are 10,000 times greater than 
5G base stations without any 
reports of interference.

Last January wireless carriers 
paid $80 billion to the U.S. Trea-
sury for the C-band spectrum 
and have since spent billions of 
dollars to deploy it. AT&T and 
Verizon had planned to light up 
their spectrum on Dec. 5. Yet 
Biden Administration officials 

interfered at the last minute, 
causing a near-crash between 
wireless carriers and the avia-
tion industry.

Enter Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration Administrator 
Steve Dickson, who is eager 
to redeem the agency after 
its embarrassment over Boe-
ing’s 737 Max. On Nov. 2, the 
FAA warned airlines that 5G 
could interfere with safety in-
struments. AT&T and Verizon 
agreed to delay their rollout to 
Jan. 5.

This didn’t satisfy Mr. Dick-
son, who warned that the 5G 
rollout might force the agency 
to reroute planes in bad weath-
er. As if flying weren’t stressful 
enough. On New Year’s Eve, 
the FAA chief and his co-pilot, 
Transportation Secretary Pete 
Buttigieg, demanded more 
concessions from the wireless 
carriers that would effectively 
cede to the government control 
over the 5G rollout.

Verizon and AT&T on Sun-
day rebuffed their demand, 
offering instead to reduce C-
Band power on runways and 
in the first mile of takeoff or 
final approach for six months. 
Yet airlines threatened to file 
suit, fearing the 5G standoff 

between their regulators and 
wireless carriers could disrupt 
flights.

Messrs. Dickson and But-
tigieg on Monday accepted the 
wireless carriers’ offer, albeit 
with a two-week delay sup-
posedly to allow the FAA more 
time for safety studies. They are 
likely to demand that this delay 
be extended. Mr. Buttigieg isn’t 
an expert in aviation or broad-
band, but he knows that there’s 
no risk for him in overcau-
tion—and it isn’t his money.

Meanwhile, FCC Chair Jessi-
ca Rosenworcel, who had sup-
ported the C-band rollout, has 
for the most part been missing 
in action. Mr. Pai frequently 
had to assert himself during 
the Trump Presidency when 
heads of other federal agen-
cies, including the Defense and 
Transportation departments, 
encroached on FCC turf. Ms. 
Rosenworcel is failing her first 
test as chair.

Politicians complain the U.S. 
is falling behind China in 5G, 
but dysfunctional government 
is a big reason.

ONLINE: https://www.wsj.com/
articles/pete-buttigiegs-5g-crash-

landing-airlines-wireless-carriers-
steve-dickson-faa-fcc-11641337368

FAA, wireless on a collision course, thanks to bureaucrats
EDITORIAL ROUNDUP
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FROM THE BACK PORCH

Getting Past Christmas
Today found me with 

good intentions. I in-
tended to  take down my 
tree and put away my 
Christmas decorations. 
Did those intentions work 
out? They did not.

Usually I put up the tree 
around Thanksgiving and 
leave it till New Year’s. 
This year it got put up late 
and hopefully it will come 
down early.

Our daughter came up 
and helped me 
set up the tree, 
then decorated 
it by herself. I 
couldn’t seem 
to get into the 
spirit of doing 
anything this 
year. But she 
did a great job; 
the tree looked 
pretty (and still 
does). She came another 
day and wrapped gifts to 
go under the tree. 

After she got that much 
done, I finished up, but it 
was only minimum deco-
rating this year. I bought a 
new wreath for the front 
door, but decided to use 
it in the living room and 
I put last year’s wreath 
on the front door. I took 
down the inside wreath 
this morning.

I have an antique wash 
stand that usually holds 
a flower box that says, 
“Country road, take me 
home”, but I moved the 
box and placed my light-
ed nativity scene on the 

table. The mantle has two 
lanterns with candles, 
joined by my three Santas 
that stayed lost for two or 
three years. I added green-
ery and tucked some col-
ored ornaments along in 
the cedar branches.

I placed a few pieces 
of another nativity set in 
the corner of one of my 
kitchen cabinets and put 
a lighted ceramic tree on 
my dresser.

     That was it. 
So you can see, 
it would not be 
a major task to 
put everything 
away. Especially 
if I had got right 
onto the task im-
mediately after 
we had break-
fast. But, for 
some reason I 

didn’t.
     We received a new 

radio/record player/
CD/cassette player and I 
wanted to get it set up. In 
order to do this, I had to 
rearrange some things. 

The washstand, which 
was usually in a corner, 
was moved to the other 
side of the room near the 
door. The table that was 
there then went to the 
former home of the wash-
stand. Then we set up the 
player and tried it out.

During this time, I was 
thinking about cooking 
something different for 
lunch. So we took a break 
from the job we were do-

ing, and I went to the 
kitchen. Prepared lunch, 
ate and cleaned the kitch-
en. By that time, my “un-
decorating” plans had 
fizzled. 

Hubby napped a while 
and during that time I re-
searched  the washstand, 
because it reminded me 
of Grannie’s washstand 
which was on her front 
porch. 

     She had a little table 
on which stood a water 
bucket with a dipper in 
it. A wash pan sat next to 
it ,and a towel hung just 
above it. Also above the 
table was a small mirror 
fastened to the wall. This 
is where we all washed 
our hands before going to 
the table to eat and where 
Pap (our granddaddy) 
shaved and combed his 
hair, in addition to “wash-
ing up” after coming in 
from working in the field.

As you can see, I got all 
caught up in memories of 
days from long ago, and 
never got back to the job 
I was supposed to have 
been doing.

This getting past Christ-
mas is hard when the old 
memories flood in.

So, for the remainder of 
the day, I will revel in the 
memories and start over 
tomorrow.

Fannie Moore is a journalist 
who lives in Shongaloo where 
she enjoys writing on a variety 
of subjects.

FANNIE MOORE

Most Prevalent of Resolutions

EDUCATION

A STRANGER FROM A STRANGE LAND

Glenbrook School’s 
Students of the Month

I don’t remember the 
comedian, but a radio 
routine described a 
man who spotted a sign 
proclaiming, “I LOST 
WEIGHT. ASK ME 
HOW.”  Then a phone 
number which the 
man called and asked, 
“So how did you lose 
weight?”  The voice on 
the telephone succinct-
ly revealed, “Diet and 
exercise.”

Happy New Year.  
Many celebrate making 
New Year’s resolutions, 
the most common of 
which I’m guessing is 
to lose weight.  Drop 
pounds.  Shed baggage.  
Slim down.  Lighten 
up.  I’ve made the res-
olution many a time 
and not just January 1.  
Birthdays, beginnings 
of the month, any of the 
four equinoxes, Mon-
days.  Tried them all in 
my years ranging from 
pudgy to obese.  Lost 
some weight and redis-
covered it.

Weight Watchers 
worked for me.  Back 
in Missouri, I dropped 
tens of pounds ten 
years apart between 
diligent spells attend-
ing meetings, weekly 
weigh-ins, and keeping 
a disciplined diary of 
everything you eat and 
drink.  It works.  Years 
later I discovered the 
formula for calculating 
points.  It’s basically a 
point for every 50 calo-
ries consumed.  The 

daily point total ranges 
for weight loss are usu-
ally in the twenties.  
So, let’s say 25 points 
means you get 1,250 
calories to eat in a sin-
gle day.  It’s simple, it 
works, and it leaves you 
hungry.  Of course, you 
won’t starve.  
You’ll just find 
yourself think-
ing about food.  
All your wak-
ing hours.  I 
can testify it 
makes you a 
peckish di-
eter.  Although 
it was certainly nice to 
have a slimmer belly.

I’m more obsessive-
compulsive than most 
folks but even I tire of 
the food diary com-
mitment.  Calculate 
every morsel of food 
and write it down.  Add 
those points.  Try and 
hit your sum total later 
in the evening.  Eat-
ing at restaurants is a 
challenge to precisely 
measure portion siz-
es.  You find yourself 
in tempting situations 
where calories abound 
and we’re hard wired to 
stock up while we can.  
Food deprivation is far 
less likely in our day 
and age but for distant 
ancestors it was a real 
thing.

The lowest and ear-
liest layer below our 
cerebral crockpot is 
the hindbrain or what 
some refer to as the 

reptilian brain.  The 
brainstem.  The basal 
ganglia.  We’ve instinc-
tive safeguards to en-
sure our survival and 
the desire for fuel is 
common to living enti-
ties.  Fat, sugar, and salt 
are enticing and more 

available now 
in the world of 
processed food 
that’s relatively 
inexp ensive.  
It might not 
be a healthy 
option but it’s 
accessible and 
plentiful.  Your 

forebrain covers higher 
functions including 
powers of reasoning 
and thinking outside 
of the now to a future 
time when you’ll again 
have the opportunity 
to chow down.  Food is 
basically at your finger-
tips requiring merely a 
trip to your pantry, the 
grocery store, or a fast-
food drive thru.  Fore-
brain knows this and 
should keep you calmly 
making healthy deci-
sions for your body.  
Hindbrain is in a state 
of panicky fight or flight 
mode.  What we call 
will power is a contest 
between your forebrain 
and hindbrain.  If I see 
a bag of Fritos or some 
peanut M&Ms then my 
forebrain is hobbled 
and likely to lose.

Intelligent design?  
Maybe back in the day.  
But our systems could 

stand improvement.  I 
once read a book de-
scribing our brains as 
a kludge, an expedient 
solution to a problem 
that ideally needs to 
go back to the draw-
ing board for redesign.  
Psychologist author 
Gary Marcus 2008 book 
“Kluge: The Haphazard 
Construction of the Hu-
man Mind” is a fasci-
nating read.  Kluge, of-
ten spelled kludge, is a 
computer design term.  

Pile new systems atop 
old ones.  It needn’t 
be best.  It only has 
to be good enough to 
survive.  The first im-
provement to work 
first prevails.  Not just 
our brains, but also 
our backs.  That spine 
works okay for your 
horizontally situated 
dog.  But we vertically 
oriented humans might 
better be supported 
by three columns, like 
a tripod according to 
Marcus.  I can tell you 
as an old camera op-
erator, there’s no stable 
substitute for a tripod if 
you aspire to perform 
smooth pans and tilts.  
As a pedestrian over-
coming a broken leg, 
I can’t picture a three-
legged gait.  Yet I come 
close to achieving it 
with my cane.  It’s a 
marvelous tool for bal-
ance and hooking items 
from high shelves.

It’s hard to get your 
head around the idea 

because we would look 
so different.  Likewise 
utilizing a single orifice 
for taking in both food 
and oxygen?  That’s 
not the best design.  It 
works more often than 
not but it poses choking 
risk.  So far, I’ve been 
lucky enough to take in 
plenty of air and lots of 
calories.  Too many of 
the latter.

Once you reach your 
goal weight in Weight 
Watchers, you’re given 
Lifetime Member sta-
tus.  And they don’t 
rescind it when you 
fatten back up.  You 
have to pay to again at-
tend meetings, but at-
tain and maintain goal 
and the program is 
free.  At least last time I 
checked.

Meetings are a time 
commitment but pro-
vide a support group.  
I was most entertained 
by the tales of glut-
tony from checkered 
pasts.  A Weight Watch-
ers leader once con-
fessed she devoured 
an entire pecan pie at 
a single sitting.  Apple 
or cherry maybe.  But a 
rich pecan pie?  I tipped 
my cap to that feat as I 
might to the people 
who eat all those hot 
dogs at Fourth of July 
contests.  They call 
them competitive eat-
ers or speed eaters.  It’s 
actually a sport.

I recall when a mem-
ber with a heartfelt 

grievance and a promi-
nent bust once cried 
foul to our meeting 
leader for the program 
weight requirements 
discriminating against 
the well-endowed.  
Through no fault of 
her own impulse con-
trol, she carried a lot 
of weight up top and it 
hurt her weekly num-
bers.  She had a strong 
point yet the leader was 
not empowered to ad-
just the system.

Although I lost weight 
while hospitalized, I 
gained it back during 
my recent convales-
cence.  I first blamed 
the surgical insertion of 
a titanium rod and ac-
companying hardware.  
I’m loaded with metal 
I deem heavy without 
sturdy proof.  More 
likely flab I didn’t walk 
off during my months 
on a single leg.  New 
year.  New opportuni-
ties.  New excuses.  Or 
perhaps the same ones.  
The food’s great in Lou-
isiana.  A real hindbrain 
pleaser.

We each have our 
addictions.  Whether 
you’re trying to beat 
sugar, caffeine, alco-
hol, nicotine, opioids, 
or something else in 
the new year, I wish you 
luck.  Overcoming our 
recalcitrant brains is 
tricky business.

Written by Dirk Ellingson

DIRK
ELLINGSON

COURTESY PHOTOS
Khaleesi Smith (left) has been chosen as Glenbrook School’s Elementary 
Student of the Month.  Khaleesi is in third grade and was nominated as Student 
of the Month because of her outstanding work ethic and her kindness to her fel-
low students.  Khaleesi always has a positive attitude and is respectful to both 
her teachers and peers.  Outside of school she enjoys art and playing with her 
dogs. 
Spencer Brantley (right) has been named Glenbrook School’s High School Stu-
dent of the Month. Spencer is in the 10th grade and was nominated as Student 
of the Month for his constant dedication and positive, uplifting character in 
class. Spencer makes academics his priority and is actively involved in class at 
all times. He is always willing to lend a helping hand to his classmates and is a 
positive motivator within the class. He is a remarkable young man with a bright 
future ahead of him.

Send Us Your School News!
to: newsroom@press-herald.com



METAIRIE (AP) — The 
New Orleans Saints’ de-
fense has led the team’s 
playoff push.

The Saints (8-8) have 
won three of their past 
four as the defense domi-
nated the Jets, shut out 
Tom Brady and the Buc-
caneers and held Carolina 
scoreless for the final 43 
minutes last week.

That last victory kept the 
team’s postseason hopes 
alive going into the regu-
lar-season finale at Atlanta 
on Sunday. If the Saints 
win and the Rams defeat 
the 49ers, New Orleans will 
be in the playoffs for a fifth 
consecutive season.

But the Saints know they 
will have to do a better job 
of defending Matt Ryan 
and the Falcons’ offense 
than they did in the first 
meeting this season.

Ryan passed for a sea-
son-high 343 yards and 
two touchdowns as the 

Falcons beat the Saints 
27-25 on Nov. 7 in the Su-
perdome. That loss started 
a five-game losing streak 
that preceded New Or-
leans’ current surge.

The Saints took their 
only lead of the game — at 
25-24 — with 61 seconds 
remaining, but Ryan’s 64-
yard pass to Cordarrelle 
Patterson set up Young-
hoe Koo’s winning 29-yard 
field goal as time expired.

It was the fourth com-
pletion of at least 30 yards 
in the game by Ryan, who 
was 23 of 30 and didn’t 
turn the ball over.

“We felt like we mixed 
it up pretty good defen-

sively,” Saints coach Sean 
Payton said. “We let one 
get over our head.”

Payton expects the 
Saints to have a better idea 
of what the Falcons will do 
as they face first-year head 
coach Arthur Smith, a for-
mer Titans offensive coor-
dinator, for a second time.

“The offense changed, 
obviously, with the coach-
ing staff change,” Payton 
said. “And we felt like, and 
we still do when you watch 
it, the rhythm and timing 
of the passing game is a 
half count to a full count 
quicker, as far as the routes 
and where (Ryan) is going 
with the football, and that’s 
just an offensive change.”

Ryan has been sacked 37 
times this season and At-
lanta has allowed a league-
worst 83 pressures. Ryan 
was sacked five times in a 
29-15 loss at Buffalo last 
week, the eighth time this 
season he has been sacked 

at least three times.
The Saints sacked him 

just twice as the 36-year-
old regularly avoided the 
rush and even ran for a 
1-yard touchdown.

“He’s always been able 
to flush from the pocket,” 
Payton said. “If you go 
way back, he’s been one 
of those guys that climbs 
heavy off of those naked 
boots and gets the ball 
downfield and so a lot of 
it’s dependent on who he’s 
had running the offense 
for him. 

“But he’ll climb up and 
then peel off for 10 yards 
on third down easily. He’s 
a good athlete.”

Ryan hasn’t always been 
that successful at avoid-
ing the Saints’ pass rush-
ers, especially end Cam-
eron Jordan, who has been 
dominant the past three 
weeks. Jordan has 7 1/2 of 
his 11 1/2 sacks this sea-
son in that time and was 

the NFC defensive player 
of the week after the wins 
against the Bucs and the 
Panthers.

Jordan has 22 of his 106 
sacks against Ryan, the 
highest total for one de-
fender against one quar-
terback in the NFL since 
sacks became an official 
statistic in 1982, according 
to the Elias Sports Bureau.

“He’s a great player,” 
Smith said of Jordan. “He’s 
been a good player in this 
league for a long time. 
We’ve got a ton of respect 
for him. The simple answer 
is we’ve got to find way to 
block him because he can 
wreck the game. We’ll do 
our damndest to make 
sure he’s accounted for on 
every play.”

Jordan sacked Ryan once 
in the November meeting 
and his resurgence has 
coincided with the return 
to health of fellow end 
Marcus Davenport and 

the return of three backup 
linemen from the reserve/
COVID-19 list.

“I think it’s helped ev-
eryone out,” tackle David 
Onyemata said. “Going 
into the game, knowing 
you can’t double-team 
someone the entire game, 
having to account for oth-
er players, has been a big 
thing for everyone.”

After Jordan sacked 
Brady twice and forced him 
to fumble in the Saints’ 9-0 
victory last month, Jordan 
dismissed the suggestion 
it might have been his best 
game, citing the four sacks 
he had of Ryan in a Saints 
victory on Thanksgiving 
2019.

He’ll try to add to his re-
cord total against Ryan on 
Sunday.

“Cam has been play-
ing legendary, for sure,” 
linebacker Kwon Alexan-
der said. “He’s been going 
crazy.”

Minden Press-Herald Sports Service

RUSTON — Louisiana 
Tech’s Cobe Williams was 
voted Conference USA 
Player of the Week after 
helping lead the Bulldogs 
to a pair of league victo-
ries over Marshall and 
Western Kentucky.

The sophomore point 
guard came into the first 
weekend of C-USA play 
averaging seven points a 
game, but proceeded to 
average 20 points while 
shooting 62 percent from 
the field and 43 percent 
from three in the two 
home wins.

In the C-USA opener, 
the Dallas native tallied 
a career-high 22 points 
on 9-of-16 shooting in LA 
Tech’s dominant 79-56 
victory over Marshall.  He 
also added three steals 
while helping hold the 

Herd to a season low in 
points and the lowest 
field goal percentage by 
a C-USA opponent since 
2015.

Williams turned 
around on Saturday and 
helped the Bulldogs over-
come a 17-point deficit 
(down 12 with 3:05 to 
go) to defeat WKU, 74-
73, in tying for the larg-
est comeback victory in 
Thomas Assembly Center 
history.

He was clutch down 
the stretch, scoring eight 
straight points in the span 
of 38 seconds (including 
back-to-back 3-pointers) 
to tie the game up at 72-
all.  He finished with 18 
points on 7-of-10 shoot-
ing, including a career-
high four made threes.

This is the first ever C-
USA Player of the Week 
honor for Williams.
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LA Tech’s  
Williams 
honored

Sophomore guard named 
C-USA Player of Week

Saints defense hopes for a better rush vs. Falcons QB Ryan

Crimson Tide falls to Booker T. Washington, 66-42
 The Minden High School boys basketball team opened 2022 with a loss on Monday night as the 
Crimson Tide lost to Booker T. Washington by the score of 66-42. Pictured are the Crimson Tides’s  
Stafford Bailey (15), Tydarrium Green (23) and Kell Hawk in action during a late December game against 
Lakeside at the Doc Edwards Classic at Airline High School. 

Texas Southern tops G-Men, 67-61
Minden Press-Herald  Sports Service

GRAMBLING  (AP) — 
PJ Henry had 16 points as 
Texas Southern defeated 
Grambling State 67-61 
on Wednesday night.

John Walker III had 
12 points and eight re-
bounds for Texas South-
ern (3-8, 1-1 Southwest-
ern Athletic Conference). 
John Jones added 10 
points.

Amari McCray had 
13 points for Grambling 
State (3-11, 0-1), whose 
losing streak reached six 

games. Cameron Chris-
ton added 12 points. 
Tra’Michael Moton had 
11 points and seven re-
bounds.

Texas Southern (3-8 
overall, 1-1 SWAC) raced 
out to a 10-5 lead follow-
ing a jumper by Jordan 
Gilliam with 17:01 re-
maining in the opening 
half

Grambling State (4-11, 
1-1) inched back to tie 
the game at 12-12 with a 
layup by Quentin Murrell 
at the 13:10 mark

GSU grabbed a four-

point lead, 16-12 follow-
ing a pari of free throws 
from Cameron Christon.

John Walker III put 
Texas Southern back 
in front, 21-20, with a 
3-pointer with 6:28 to go 
in the first half.

Grambling tied the 
game two more times be-
fore going into halftime 
trailing Texas Southern, 
34-29

The G-Men opened the 
second half going on an 
16-7 run to push ahead 
of Texas Southern, lead-
ing by as much as nine, 

52-43, with 10:59 to play
Texas Southern fought 

back, tying the game at 
58 with 2:27 remaining in 
regulation

But in the end, GSU 
couldn’t fend off TSU, as 
Texas Southern finished 
the game on a 9-3 run to 
secure the victory.

Grambling State shot 
36.4 percent (20-for-55) 
from the floor and 73.7 
percent (14-for-19) from 
the free-throw line

Zahad Munford led 
GSU with 13 points while 
adding one rebound.

PHOTO COURTESY OF LA TECH ATHLETICS

Louisiana Tech’s Cobe Williams goes up for a 
layup during Saturday’s win for the Bulldogs over 
Western Kentucky.

Cowboys face sit-or-play decisions in regular-season finale before playoffs
ARLINGTON, Texas 

(AP) — The Dallas Cow-
boys have to figure out 
whether to play quarter-
back Dak Prescott and the 
other stars and starters 
with only playoff seeding 
at stake in the finale of the 
first 17-game regular sea-
son at Philadelphia.

The offense could use 
the time to figure out 
what happened to the 
unit that routinely pro-
duced at least 400 yards 
during a 6-1 start, and try 
to bury the inconsistent 
showings in the 5-4 re-
cord since.

The Cowboys (11-5) 
know what they have 
on defense going into 

a second consecutive 
matchup with another 
playoff-bound team in 
the Eagles (9-7) on Sat-
urday night. They can’t 
dominate without forcing 
turnovers.

There’s a good chance 
Dallas will remain the 
fourth seed regardless 
of the outcome against 
Philadelphia and play 
Arizona at home again 
in a wild-card game two 
weeks after the Cardinals’ 
25-22 victory at AT&T 
Stadium.

“I plan on playing,” 
Prescott said. “Period.”

With the Eagles as-
sured of being no bet-
ter than the sixth seed, 

a game moved up a day 
into primetime might 
be a glorified preseason 
contest. But Dallas coach 
Mike McCarthy indicated 
the Cowboys would play 
their starters, saying they 
would “line up to do what 
we need to do to win the 
game.”

“We feel strongly that 
we need to stay in a 
rhythm,” McCarthy said 
Monday. “This is our first 
time in the playoffs to-
gether. So we want to go 
in there as strong as pos-
sible from a play-style, 
momentum standpoint.”

It’s also worth not-
ing the Cowboys haven’t 
beaten a team with a win-

ning record since Week 4.
“We’re still trending 

in the right direction, 
whether it be a loss to-
day or not,” defensive 
end Randy Gregory said. 
“Philly is going to be a 
tough game — an NFC ri-
val and playing there. It’s 
going to be a little bit of 
a playoff atmosphere for 
us. If we just go out there 
and take care of business, 
we’ll go into the playoffs 
on a good note.”

WHAT’S WORKING
Prescott seems to be 

getting more comfort-
able running nearly 15 
months removed from 
the gruesome compound 
fracture of his right an-

kle that ended his 2020 
season. While this is an 
indictment of a stalled 
Dallas run game, Prescott 
had a team-high 20 yards 
and helped keep the last 
two touchdown drives 
against Arizona alive with 
his legs.

WHAT NEEDS HELP
The offensive line just 

isn’t creating enough 

running room for Ezekiel 
Elliott and Tony Pollard, 
even with all five expect-
ed starters finally togeth-
er. Elliott had 16 yards, 
the second-lowest total 
of the two-time rushing 
champ’s six-year career. 
The combined Elliott-
Pollard total of 25 yards 
was a season low.

The blockers com-
pounded the problem 
with three holding pen-
alties, all of which led to 
punts. The first was by 
eight-time Pro Bowl LT 
Tyron Smith in his return 
after missing the past two 
games with an ankle inju-
ry that has sidelined him 
for five games overall.
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In this complicated 
world, filled with cha-
os, moving at a hec-
tic pace, and flashing 
Matt. 24 before our eyes 
daily, it is difficult to see 
how 2022 can be a year 
filled with blessings 
and spiritual victories! 
But the triumphant 
Lord ( in our minds 
and hearts) must rise 
up from the manger 
and reign as our Resur-
rected Prince of Peace. 
Some would want the 
Christ-child to stay 
In the manger, there 
among the cattle, with 
the shepherds hovered 
over Him. They want 
the angels to continue 
singing ‘peace on earth 
good will toward men’ 
and the story of the 3 
Wise Men to be retold 
throughout the year. 
But we must take the 
Christmas tree down, 
store it away and be-
gin reading ‘the rest of 
the story.’ Jesus grew 
to be a man and after 
his baptism (Matt 3:13; 
Mark 1:9; Luke 3:21; 

John 1:29)….He began 
to gather His disciples 
and share about his 
kingdom’s work.  

The Gospel of John 
would be a good place 
to start for 
He tells how 
Jesus was the 
Word and 
was with God 
from the be-
ginning. In 
the fullness 
of time, this 
Word (Jesus) 
was sent to earth and 
became flesh (in the 
Bethlehem manger) in 
the form of a babe (born 
of the Virgin Mary) to 
become the Savior of 
the world (the Prom-
ised Messiah). Yes, Je-
sus grew up in the Naz-
areth house-hold of 
Joseph and Mary. Luke 
2 gives the account of 
Jesus accompanying 
his parents to Jerusa-
lem for the Feast of the 
Passover. Surely, many 
precious thoughts had 
been whirling in his 

developing mind as he 
sat and listened to the 
teachers in the temple 
courts. This is where 
his parents found him, 
‘admonished‘ him, 
then took him home 

with them (Naz-
areth). Luke 
2:51-52 gives us 
our only insight 
into Jesus’ life as 
he matured into 
a young man. 
He went home 
with them and 
was obedient to 

them in every way. As 
He grew into manhood, 
Mary perhaps observed 
and pondered many 
things about him. How 
could she but remem-
ber with sheer awe Je-
sus’ immaculate birth; 
the words Anna and 
Simeon said when they 
met in the Temple at Je-
sus’ dedication? (Luke 
2: 31-38).

So as we move away 
from the Christmas cel-
ebration and embrace 
this New Year, perhaps 

Psalm 19:7-8 can set the 
stage for a wonderful 
year of praise, worship 
and recommitment to 
our Lord. “The Lord’s 
instruction is perfect. 
It renews our life. His 
testimony is trustwor-
thy; it will make the in-
experienced wise. The 
precepts of the Lord are 
right, making the heart 
glad. His commands 
are radiant to the soul, 
making our eyes light 
up.” 

If we can but redis-
cover these – the won-
der of worship; the 
power of prayer and 
spending time with 
the Lord; if we could 
polish anew the great 
wisdom found only 
in God’s Holy Word; if 
we would embrace the 
boldness and strength 
of His presence mov-
ing among us as we 
respond to the call to 
discipleship…Then our 
goals for this New Year 
might be expressed in 
our lives and through 

our churches, heeding 
His call upon us to:  1) 
Seek first the kingdom 
of God and His righ-
teousness and all these 
‘things necessary for 
life’ will be added unto 
you; (Matt 6:33).  2) 
Come, follow Me and 
I will make you to be-
come fishers of men; 
(Matt 4: 18-20).  3) You 
are the salt of the earth 
and you are the light of 
the world; (Matt 5:13-
14). 4) A new com-
mandment I give you: 
Love one another. As I 
have loved you, so you 
must love one another; 
(John 13: 34). 5) I give 
to my sheep eternal life 
and no one can snatch 
them out of my hand; 
(John 10: 27-30.  6) As 
you go into the world, 
make disciples of all 
nations; baptize them 
in the name of the Fa-
ther, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit; and teach 
them to obey every-
thing I have command-
ed you… and trust me 
for I will be with you 

to the very end of the 

time/the age. (Matt. 

28:19-20).

Jesus taught so many 

more commands, 

promises and guaran-

tees, that if incorpo-

rated into one’s life this 

New Year, the world 

around us would be 

dramatically changed. 

God would be glori-

fied; souls would be 

saved and earth would 

be filled with His glory. 

God would be honored 

as never before. Don’t 

you think it’s worth a 

try? God is willing; we 

must join Him. Have a 

wonderful and blessed 

New Year!

Bill Crider is Chaplain of 

Minden Medical Center

Bill Crider

For the past 6 months I’ve been 

thinking that the Democrats could 

not possibly win in 2024. I’m

sure that others have 

thought the same. Then I 

remembered the scripture 

in Daniel where GOD

says, “I rule in the king-

dom of men and I set over 

them whom I please, even 

the basest of men.”

I’ve been praying for a 

long time that God would do what-

ever necessary to bring America to

repentance by whatever means 

necessary. I believe that God may be 

answering that prayer. He

may be using politics to 

bring about a change in this 

country. Come soon Lord Je-

sus.

Mack Ford is a local resident of 

Webster Parish

2024
LET NOT YOUR HEART BE TROUBLED

Mack Ford

THE MAKINGS OF A WONDERFUL, BLESSED NEW YEAR!

“and to bring to light for everyone 
what is the plan of the mystery hidden 
for ages in God, who created all things,” 
Ephesians 3:9 ESV 

 

In a short little phrase Paul 
states a fact that is highly de-
bated in the world today.  God 
created all things.  Genesis 
states that in the beginning 
God created the heavens and 
the earth.  John begins his 
gospel with the Trinitarian 
statement that in the beginning was 
the Word.  The Word was with God and 
was God.  All things came into being 
through the Word.  The Word became 

flesh and dwelt with us.  Jesus was Em-
manuel, God with us.  In Colossians 
Paul writes that all things were cre-

ated and are held together by 
Christ.

 

Lord God, in Your power 
and for Your glory You created 
all things.  In Your grace You 
planned this great mystery to 
save all people who come to 
faith in Christ.

Max Hutto is a Baptist Minister and a resi-
dent of Minden.  More information can be found 

at www.upwardlook.org.

THE UPWARD LOOK

Max Hutto

God Created

Good News



Day, Month 15, 2021  •  Page 2

FUN & GAMES

CRYPTOQUIP 

SUDOKU SAM AND SILO | JERRY DUMAS

MOTHER GOOSE & GRIMM | MIKE PETERS

HI AND LOIS | BRIAN WALKER, GREG WALKER AND CHANCE BROWNE

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE | CHRIS BROWNE

BEETLE BAILEY | MORT & GREG WALKER

FUNKY WINKERBEAN | TOM BATIUK

BABY BLUES | RICK KIRKMAN AND JERRY SCOTT

BLONDIE | DEAN YOUNG AND JOHN MARSHALL

COMICS 

CROSSWORD 

FUN 
& 

GAMES
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The Webster Parish 
School Board is 
posting a Request 
for Proposal(RFP) for 
E-Rate Category 2 for 
FY 2022.  You can ac-
cess the RFP by going 
to www.websterpsb.
org and navigating to 
Departments, Technol-
ogy, E-Rate Category 
2 – 2022

December 17, 2021
December 21, 2021
December 28, 2021
January 4, 2022
January 7, 2022
January 11, 2022
January 14, 2022
January 18, 2022
January 21, 2022
January 25, 2022
Minden Press-Herald

SHERIFF’S SALE 

B1 BANK
VS.
RUSSELL DALE 
GODWIN, A/K/A 
RUSSELL D. 
GODWIN

In the Twenty-Sixth 
Judicial District 
Court of Webster 
Parish, Louisiana, 
No. 79630

   By virtue of a 
WRIT OF SEIZURE 
AND SALE issued 
out of the Twenty-
Sixth Judicial 
District Court of 
Webster Parish, 
Louisiana, in the 
above styled and 
numbered suit and 
to me directed, I 
have seized and 
taken into my pos-
session and will of-
fer for sale at public 
auction to the last 
and highest bidder 
for cash WITH-
OUT the benefit of 
appraisement and 
according to law at 
the principal front 
door of the Court-
house in the City of 
Minden, Webster 
Parish, Louisiana 
on
WEDNESDAY, 
January 12, 2022, 
During the legal 
sale hours, the 
following property, 
to wit:

     A 18.26 acre, 
more or less, tract 
of land located 
in the Northeast 
Quarter of the 
Southeast Quarter 
(NE/4 SE/4). Sec-
tion 21, Township 
18 North, Range 
8 West, Webster 
Parish, Louisiana, 
more particularly 
described as fol-
lows:
     Begin at an 
existing iron pipe 
located at the 
Southwest Corner 
of the Northeast 
Quarter of the 
Southeast Quarter 
said Section 21; 
thence run North 00 
degrees 00 minutes 
30 seconds West 
for a distance of 
381.51 feet to a 
found 5/8 inch iron 
rod; thence run 
South 51 degrees 
00 minutes 41 
seconds East 
for a distance of 
170.28 feet to a set 
3/4 inch iron rod; 
thence run North 24 
degrees 30 mintes 
57 seconds East 
for a distance of 
412.60 feet to a 
found 1/2 inch iron 
pipe; thence run 
South 66 degrees 
55 minutes 11 
seconds East for a 
distance of 420.41 
feet to a found 
3/4 inch iron rod; 
thence run North 24 
degrees 28 minutes 
37 seconds East 
for a distance of 
420.00 feet to a 
found 1/2 inch iron 
pipe located on the 
apparent South 
right of way of 
Harvey Barbershop 
Road and run along 
said right of way 
for the next 7 calls; 
thence run South 
69 degrees 41 
minutes 11 seconds 
East for a distance 
of 136.62 feet to 
a set 3/4 inch iron 
rod; thence run 
South 69 degrees 
01 minutes 44 
seconds East 
for a distance of 
72.66 feet to a set 

Classified line ads are published Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday in the Minden Press-Herald, Bossier Press-Tribune and online at www.press.herald.com

Classified
Rates
Pricing is easy!

$7.75
Per Day - Up to 20 words! 

Aditional words are only 30 
cents more!

Garage Sales
No word limit.

$11
One Day

$16.50
Two Days

Receive a FREE Garage 
Sale Kit with your two day 

ad!

* Garage Sale ads must be 
prepaid.

Deadlines

Ads
Line ads and display ads must 

be submitted by noon two 
days before publication. 

Public Notices
Public notices must be sub-

mitted two days prior to 
publication date depending 

on the length. Notices may be 
emailed to classifieds@press-

herald.com

Payments
Cash Checks, Billing

Real Estate Notice
“All real estate advertised 
here is subject to the Fed-

eral Fair Housing Act, which 
makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 

familial status, or national 
origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limita-
tion, or discrimination. We 
will not knowlingly accept 

any advertising for real estate, 
which is in violation of th 

elaw. All persons are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 

advertised are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

Grow
Your

Business
Call to place your ad!

PLACE
YOUR

AD
TODAY!
377-1866

3/4 inch iron rod; 
thence run South 64 
degrees 51 minutes 
56 seconds East 
for a distance of 
68.79 feet to a set 
3/4 inch iron rod; 
thence run South 57 
degrees 15 minutes 
48 seconds East 
for a distance of 
68.59 feet to a set 
3/4 inch iron rod; 
thence run South 50 
degrees 08 minutes 
03 seconds East 
for a distance of 
65.71 feet to a set 
3/4 inch iron rod; 
thence run South 46 
degrees 05 minutes 
21 seconds East for 
a distance of 70.59 
feet to a set 3/4 inch 
iron rod; thence run 
South 47 degrees 
56 minutes 19 sec-
onds East for a dis-
tance of 63.13 feet 
to a found 5/8 inch 
iron rod; thence run 
South for a distance 
of 569.15 feet to a 
found broken con-
crete monument; 
thence run South 88 
degrees 55 minutes 
25 seconds West 
for a distance of 
1328.62 feet to the 
Point of Beginning.

2013 Ford F-150, 
VIN 1FTF-
W1ET3DFB44372
2005 HMDE Utility 
Trailer, VIN TST-
600540SPLA
2020 Chevrolet 
Silverado 1500 PK, 
VIN 3GCUYGET4L-
G393832

****PROPERTY 
AND EACH 

MOVABLE WILL 
BE SOLD SEPA-

RATE****

SOLD SUBJECT 
TO ANY SUPE-
RIOR LIENS, 
MORTGAGES 
OR PRIVILEGES 
THERETO. 
     Said property 
seized is that of the 
defendant and will 
be sold to satisfy a 
judgment rendered 
in our Honorable 
Court. 

JASON R. PARKER 
Sheriff & Ex-Officio 

Auctioneer
Webster Parish, 

Louisiana 

Linda Vaughan - 
Deputy

December 10, 2021
January 7, 2022
Minden Press-Herald

VILLAGE OF 
DOYLINE

COUNCIL MEETING

JANUARY 3, 2022

THE COUNCIL 
MEETING OF THE 
MAYOR AND BOARD 
OF ALDERMEN FOR 
DOYLINE, LOUI-
SIANA WAS HELD 
AT THE DOYLINE 
VILLAGE HALL ON 
MONDAY, JANUARY 
3, 2022 AT 6:00 PM, 
PURSUANT TO DUE 
NOTICE.

COUNCIL MEMBERS 
PRESENT WERE  
CARLY COLLIER 
AND CHRISTIE 
GATES. ABSENT 
JAKIE DANIELS.

THE MEETING WAS 
PRESIDED OVER 
BY MAYOR STEVEN 
BRIDWELL.

THE MEETING WAS 
OPENED WITH 
PRAYER BY STEVEN 
BRIDWELL AND 
THE PLEDGE OF 
ALLEGIANCE WAS 
LED BY STEVEN 
BRIDWELL.

THERE WERE NO 
CITIZENS IN ATTEN-
DANCE.

NO ADDITIONS 
WERE ADDED.

A MOTION WAS 
MADE BY CHRIS-
TIE GATES TO 
APPROVE THE 
COUNCIL MEETING 
MINUTES FROM 
DECEMBER 6, 2021. 
SECONDED BY 
CARLY COLLIER. 
THERE WERE NO 
COMMENTS OR 
QUESTIONS FROM 
THE AUDIENCE, 
MOTION CARRIED. 

AYES: 2 NAYS: 0 AB-
SENT: 1 ABSTAIN: 0

A  MOTION WAS 
MADE BY CHRIS-
TIE GATES TO 
APPROVE THE 
NOVEMBER 2021 
FINANCIAL STATE-
MENTS, SECONDED 
BY CARLY COLLIER. 
THERE WERE NO 
COMMENTS OR 
QUESTIONS FROM 
THE AUDIENCE, 
MOTION CARRIED. 
AYES: 2 NAYS: 0 AB-
SENT: 1 ABSTAIN: 0

A MOTION WAS 
MADE BY CARLY 
COLLIER AND 
SECONDED BY 
CHRISTIE GATES TO 
ADOPT RESOLU-
TION 2022-2 RE-
QUESTING ASSIS-
TANCE FROM THE 
WEBSTER PARISH 
POLICE JURY FOR 
ROAD REPAIRS ON 
AGAPE LANE. AYES: 
2 NAYS:0 ABSENT: 1 
ABSTAIN: 0

JOHNNY MONT-
GOMERY, MAINTE-
NANCE REPORT-
ABSENT

MIKE DUNAWAY, 
SEWER OPERATOR-
ABSENT

ROBBY HAYDEN, 
CHIEF’S REPORT: 
ABSENT

A MOTION WAS 
MADE BY CHRISTIE 
GATES TO AD-
JOURN THE MEET-
ING, SECONDED 
BY CARLY COLLIER 
THERE WERE NO 
COMMENTS OR 
QUESTIONS FROM 
THE AUDIENCE, 
MOTION CARRIED. 
AYES: 2  NAYS: 0 AB-
SENT: 1 ABSTAIN: 0

________________
SHANE JONES,
VILLAGE CLERK

________________
STEVEN BRIDWELL,
MAYOR
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PROCEEDINGS 
OF THE CITY OF 
MINDEN, STATE 
OF LOUISIANA, 
TAKEN IN REGULAR 
SESSION HELD ON 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 
4, 2022.

     The Minden City 
Council met at City 
Hall, Minden, Louisi-
ana, beginning at 5:30 
p.m. with the following 
members present:  
Mayor Terry Gardner, 
Wayne Edwards, 
Terika Williams-Walker, 
Vincen Bradford, 
Michael Roy and 
Pam Bloxom.  Absent:  
None.  Mayor Gardner 
welcomed everyone to 
the meeting.  It is noted 
for the record that 
Mayor Terry Gardner 
allowed both council 
and public comments 
prior to every vote.
     Prayer was offered 
by Terika Williams-
Walker and Michael 
Roy led the Pledge of 
Allegiance.
     Upon motion by 
Wayne Edwards 
and duly seconded 
by Michael Roy, the 
council adopted the 
minutes of Council 
Regular Session held 
on December 6, 2021, 
as presented, by the 
following vote:  Ayes:  
Wayne Edwards, 
Michael Roy and Pam 
Bloxom.  Nays:  Terika 
Williams-Walker and 
Vincen Bradford.  Ab-
sent:  None.  Abstain:  
None.  The motion 
carried.
     Michael Roy moved 
to elect Pam Bloxom, 
Council representa-
tive for District E, as 
Mayor Pro Tempore 
for the Year 2022.  The 
motion died for lack of 
a second.
     Pam Bloxom 
moved to elect Michael 
Roy, Council represen-
tative for District D, as 
Mayor Pro Tempore 
for the Year 2022.  The 
motion died for lack of 
a second.  No further 
motion was offered.
     Upon the recom-
mendation of Police 
Chief Steve Cropper, 
Michael Roy moved to 

SCHOOL ZONES ARE 
HANDS FREE

Small 

Ads

Work

Attorney
Bill Gordon & 
Assoc., Social 

Security Disability 
Attorneys, 1-844-
883-2045 FREE 
Consultations. 

Local Attorneys 
Nationwide [Mail: 

2420 N St NW, 
Washington DC. 
Office: Broward 
Co. (TX/NM Bar)] 

(LA-SCAN)

PROBLEM CREDIT 
REPORT? Lex-

ington Law helps 
works to challenge 
inaccurate nega-
tive items includ-
ing identity theft, 
collections, late 
payments, liens 
and more from 

your credit report. 
Call for a free 

credit repair con-
sultation: 1-888-
521-0958 John C. 
Heath, Attorney 

at Law, PLLC, dba 
Lexington Law 

Firm.  (LA-SCAN)

Business 
Opportunities    

Become a pub-
lished author! 
Publications 

sold at all major 
secular & spe-
cialty Christian 

bookstores. CALL 
Christian Faith 
Publishing for 

your FREE author 
submission kit. 
1-877-497-3255 

(LA-SCAN)

confirm Lita Hopkins 
as a police officer in 
the Minden Police 
Department, subject to 
passing all applicable 
tests.  The motion 
was duly seconded 
by Wayne Edwards 
and the vote was as 
follows:  Ayes:  Wayne 
Edwards, Michael Roy 
and Pam Bloxom.  
Nays:  Terika Williams-
Walker and Vincen 
Bradford.  Absent:  
None.  Abstain:  None.  
The motion carried.
     Pam Bloxom 
moved to adopt 
Ordinance No. 1123, 
an Ordinance to 
Amend and Reenact 
Chapter 34, Criminal 
Code, Article VIII, 
Offenses Affecting 
Minors to Add Sec-
tions 34-267 through 
34-273, Curfew for 
Juveniles, to the Code 
of Ordinances, City of 
Minden, State of Loui-
siana, as presented.  
The motion was duly 
seconded by Michael 
Roy.  Wayne Edwards 
offered an amended 
motion that Ordi-
nance No. 1123 be 
postponed indefinitely.  
The amended motion 
was duly seconded 
by Terika Williams-
Walker and the vote 
was as follows:  Ayes:  
Wayne Edwards, 
Terika Williams-Walker 
and Vincen Bradford.  
Nays:  Michael Roy 
and Pam Bloxom.  Ab-
sent:  None.  Abstain:  
None.  The amended 
motion carried.
     Upon motion by 
Michael Roy and duly 
seconded by Pam 
Bloxom, the council 
unanimously adopted 
a Resolution Declaring 
Certain City of Minden 
Property as Surplus 
and Fixing the Terms 
of Sale, as presented.  
Said resolution is at-
tached to and made a 
part of these minutes.
     No action was 
taken on Agenda Item 
(F), Adopt Resolution – 
Authorizing Signatory 
Power. 
    The council voted 
unanimously in favor 
of awarding Bid No. 
06-21, Backyard Track 
Unit with a Pole Dolly, 
to the lowest qualified 
bidder meeting all 
specifications, by 
motion of Michael Roy 
and duly seconded by 
Terika Williams-Walker.
     Michael Fluhr, 
Acting City Clerk, 
presented the Budget/
Financial Report for the 
month of November, 
2021.  No motion was 
required.
     Upon motion by 
Wayne Edwards and 
duly seconded by 
Vincen Bradford, the 
council unanimously 
approved the Police 
Report for November 
of 2021, as presented.
     Announcements 
were heard, Council 
comments were heard 
and the meeting was 
adjourned.

_________________
Terry L. Gardner,
Mayor

ATTEST:

_________________
Michael Fluhr,
Acting City Clerk

Please note:  All 
attachments to these 
minutes are on file 
for public viewing 
at Minden City Hall, 
520 Broadway Street 
during regular working 
hours.
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EMPLOYMENT

Presbyte-
rian Village of 
Homer is hir-
ing CNA’s all 
shifts, LPN’s 
all shifts, and 

weekend RN’s. 
For more infor-
mation, please 
call (318)927-

6133 and 
ask for Alex 
Vansickle for 
RN/LPN/CNA 
applications.

Presbyte-
rian Village 
of Homer is 

hiring Dietary 
Staff and 

Housekeeping 
Staff. For more 

information, 
please contact 

Iva Albritton 
Dietary Su-
pervisor or 

Mary Holloway 
Housekeeping 
Supervisor at 
(318)927-6133 

for applica-
tions. 

DRIVERS

DELIVERY 
DRIVERS 
NEEDED 

Bill & Ralph’s 
Inc.

118 B & R 
Drive, Sarepta, 

La. 71071
Accepting Ap-
plications For 
Delivery Route 
Drivers with a 
CDL(Class A) 

Drivers Li-
cense.

Free Medical 
Insurance for 

Driver,
Family Medi-
cal Insurance 

available.
Dental and 

401K Benefits,
NEW PAY 
SCALE !

Hourly plus 
Incentive Pay, 
Yearly Safety 
Bonus Pay,

Monthly 
Safety/Perfor-

mance Pay.
Apply at Bill & 

Ralph’s
Contact Mick-
ey Hodges at 
(318)539-2071
mickey.hodg-
es@billandral-

phs.com 

SHORT HAUL 
DRIVERS 
NEEDED- 

Home daily out 
of Springhill, 

Louisiana Dry 
Van division. 
Qualified ap-
plicants must 
have class 

A CDL and 2 
years experi-
ence. Paid 

holidays, vaca-
tion and health, 

dental and 
vision benefits. 
Sign on bonus 

offered.
Call Chris 318-
994-6291 Kim 
870-845-2405. 
GARAGE/ESTATE 

SALES

ESTATE SALE 
Friday 1/7 7am-

5pm
Saturday 1/8 

7am-3pm
Lots of furniture. 
Lots of teaching 
supplies. Lots 
of everything 
and EVERY-

THING MUST 
GO! 1114 Drew 
Lane in Minden. 

Education    
Attention Active 
Duty & Military 

Veterans! Begin 
a new career and 
earn your Degree 

at CTI! Online 
Computer & Medi-
cal training avail-
able for Veterans 

& Families! To 
learn more, call 
1-855-471-2636. 

The Mission, 
Program Informa-
tion and Tuition 

is located at 
CareerTechnical.
edu/consumer-

information. (M-F 
8am-6pm ET) 

(LA-SCAN)

COMPUTER & IT 
TRAINING 

PROGRAM! Train 
ONLINE to get the 
skills to become a 
Computer & Help 
Desk Professional 
now! Grants and 

Scholarships 
available for 

certain programs 
for qualified ap-

plicants. Call CTI 
for details! 1-855-

471-2636 The 
Mission, Program 
Information and 

Tuition is located 
at CareerTechni-

cal.edu/consumer-
information. (M-F 

8am-6pm ET) 
(LA-SCAN)

EARN YOUR HOS-
PITALITY DEGREE 

ONLINE! Earn 
your Associates 
Degree ONLINE 
with CTI! Great 
career advance-

ment with the right 
credentials! Learn 
who’s hiring! Call 
1-866-350-4447. 

The Mission, 
Program Informa-
tion and Tuition 

is located at 
CareerTechnical.
edu/consumer-

information. (M-F 
8am-6pm ET)
 (LA-SCAN)

Get the education 
you need for a 

career in Health-
care from Ultimate 
Medical Academy. 

Call 1-866-746-
4143 and Press 1 

(LA-SCAN)

TRAIN ONLINE 
TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING! Become 
a Medical Office 

Professional 
online at CTI! Get 
Trained, Certified 
& ready to work 
in months! Call 
1-866-350-4447. 

The Mission, 
Program Informa-
tion and Tuition 

is located at 
CareerTechnical.
edu/consumer-

information. (M-F 
8am-6pm ET) 

(LA-SCAN)
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