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The Minden Plan-
ning Commission met 
last Thursday to vote on 
a zoning variance for 
the property formerly 
known as Grace Estate. 
Proponents for each side 
showed up with support-
ers and documentation. 
After three hours of de-
bate, the request to allow 
a bed and breakfast to op-
erate was approved, but 
the variance for the event 
center was not.

The property is located 
in the Minden Historic 
Residential District. In 
1992, this neighborhood 
was designated a Historic 
Trust neighborhood. This 
means that the homes 
are protected, to a certain 
extent, from changes. “In 
the Historic Residential 
District, any changes that 
you make to the exterior 
of your home has to be 
approved with a certifi-
cate of appropriateness 

by the Historic Commis-
sion before you can get 
a building permit from 
me. It includes changing 
colors of paint and things 
like that that are even 
more inclusive than what 
I do,” said Brent Cooley, 
City Building Official. 

 The Huffmans, who are 
in the process of purchas-
ing Grace Estate and who 
have owned and operated 
Huffman house for seven 
years, requested that they 
be able to use 70% of the 
home as the bed and 
breakfast. This is a special 
request as the amount 
usually allotted is 20%. 
The President of the Min-
den Historic Residential 
District, Leslie Rainier, 
was against this portion 
of the variance. She stat-
ed, “The bed and break-
fast idea was created for 
the benefit of the home-
owners so they could 
offset the cost of running 
a large, historic home. It 
really was not created 
to provide a commer-

cial venture and a profit-
building situation.”

They plan to convert 
spaces within the main 
house so that it will have 
five bedrooms and five 
and a half bathrooms. 
One suite would be for 
his daughter, who cur-
rently attends LSU in 
Baton Rouge. The other 
four sleeping rooms plus 
the two bedrooms and 
2 bathrooms in the car-
riage house would be 
for guests. “The variance 
he’s requesting is to do 
a Lodging House, which 
is an auxiliary residen-
tial use,” said Cooley. “As 
long as he’s not renting 
more than five bedrooms 
inside the house, that 
structure still can be, and 
should be, considered 
residential.”

When asked where all 
these guests would park, 
Huffman explained his 
plan for a small strip of 
parking spaces on the 
side of the home near Syl-
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Huffman event center 
zoning vote fails to pass

HISTORIC DISTRICT
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24th Annual Minden Mardi Gras/Minden 
Fasching Karneval Parade took place in 
Minden this past Saturday. Gatherings, 
cookouts, and more could be seen along 
the parade route where local citizens 
enjoyed one another’s company while 
waiting for the parade to begin. Beautifully 
decorated floats from a variety of Krewe’s 
took part in the parade showering attend-
ees with beads, snacks, and other goodies 
in classic Mardi Gras fashion. This year’s 
parade featured countless local notable 
figures: 2022’s Miss Spirit of Fasching, 
Courtney Patterson, 2022 Miss Minden 
Anne Claire Lemoine, Minden’s Man and 
Woman of the Year Jake Chapman and 
Tokia Whiting, and countless others. The 
winners of the parade’s various categories 
will be announced during the March City 
Council Meeting.

St. Jude Auction 
Returns this Weekend

WILL PHILLIPS
Minden Press-Herald

The Minden St. Jude 
Auction “Greatest Show 
on Earth’’ will be return-
ing this Thursday, Feb. 
10 at 9 AM and will be 
continued through Su-
per Bowl Sunday. The 
auction will be available 
to watch/listen/stream/
bid via KASO/KBEF, Sud-
denlink, and of course 
via their website at min-
denstjude.com.

Many of the auction’s 
beloved events that had 
to be put on hold last 
year due to COVID-19 
will be returning, such 
as the fan favorite Chili 
Cookoff, where countless 
cooks will be compet-
ing amongst themselves 
to determine who is the 
best. Tasting cups for the 
public will begin being 
sold at 11 Am on Satur-
day.

Kids Day, hosted by the 

Young Women’s Service 
Club, will also be taking 
place this Saturday from 
10 AM to 2 PM. With a 
$5 entry fee, families can 
bring their children to 
get their faces painted, 
play in bounce houses 
and so much more.

While auction is in the 
name, there are more 
ways besides the auc-
tion alone to support St. 
Jude during this event. 
The phone number 318-
377-1100 can be called in 
order to give a pledge to 
St. Jude. Limited edition 
Minden St. Jude Auction 
T-Shirts featuring this 
year’s unique theme will 
be available for purchase 
and pickup for those who 
pre-ordered.

The Minden Run for St. 
Jude will be taking place 
as usual, starting at First 
Baptist Church on Satur-
day. Be sure to visit the 
MindenRunForStJude 
Facebook page for more 

information. 
As always a full list 

of the items to be auc-
tioned and raffled can 
be found at the auction’s 
website mindenstjude.
com. There people can 
purchase raffles, t-shirts, 
make donations, as well 
as see everything else 
that the auction has to 
offer.

Last year, even with 
the complications that 
arose due to Covid, the 
auction was still able to 
raise roughly 1.6 million 
dollars for St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hos-
pital, due in no small 
part to the overwhelm-
ing generosity displayed 
from the citizens of Min-
den. With the event back 
in full swing, there’s no 
doubt that Minden will 
continue to be the city 
raising the most money 
per capita for the vital 
work that St. Jude carries 
out every day. 

“GREATEST SHOW ON EARTH”



van Place. 
The debate concern-

ing the proposed event 
center focused on things 
that have happened in 
the past, under the pre-
vious ownership. Noise 
from bands and fireworks, 
parking issues, trash is-
sues were all discussed 
extensively. “I’ll commit 
right now that we won’t 
shoot fireworks,” said Jim 
Huffman. Huffman also 
planned to have security 
for any larger events as 
well as parking attendants 
to manage the parking 
and to collect trash. Re-
garding the trash, Huff-
man noted that the trash 
along Sylvan Place has 
been laying there for 
months and much of it 
cannot be attributed to 
the former event center. 

Many people do not 
want to hear any distur-
bances when they are 
home. Between 2015 and 

2021 there have been ap-
proximately ten events 
of around one hundred 
people at Grace Estate. 
Huffman pointed out that 
there are about seven or 
eight football games at 
Minden High that cause 
noise, parking issues, and 
trash. There are at least six 
parades a year that cause 
noise, parking issues, and 
trash. “But we tolerate it, 
because it’s in the best in-
terest of our community. 
We make a decision to 
have those things, in spite 
of the negative impacts,” 
he said. 

Mrs. Rainer rebutted 
by saying, “For some rea-
son, the Historic District, 
even though it’s protected 
by the National Trust, is 
constantly bombarded by 
people who want to come 
in and take a historic 
neighborhood and make 
it into something else.”

Planning commission-
er, Sarah Haynes stated, 
“We wanted to, as a com-

mission, to do what’s 
right. It’s right down the 
middle. About half don’t 
want it; and little over half 
of the people do want it.”

While the bed and 
breakfast passed with 
three in favor and two op-
posed, the event center 
was declined with a vote 
of two in favor and three 
opposed. 

Jim Huffman stated, 
“We are thrilled to have 
the opportunity to serve 
our community as a bed 
and breakfast. This was 
our primary focus.” The 
Huffmans hosted a get-to-
gether this past Saturday 
in hopes of re-building 
some bridges in the Dis-
trict. He invites everyone 
to join the new Facebook 
page he created to allow 
for “free and uncensored 
polite speech” regarding 
happenings in the neigh-
borhood. His is called 
“Minden Historic District 
Residence.”
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Recent arrests
 in Webster Parish

Cassalis Lard, 33, of 
the 140 block of Lard 
Street, was arrested on 
multiple warrants.

Terrance Lyons, 29, of 
the 1300 block of Shep-
pard Street, was arrested 
for resisting an officer 
and simple criminal 
damage to property.

Dangelo Lyons, 23, of 
the 1300 block of Shep-
pard Street, was arrested 
for obstruction of justice. 

Benjamin Quarles, 57, 
of the 700 block of Wat-
terman Street, was ar-
rested for resisting an 
officer.

Orlando West, 38, of 
the 500 block of Brant 
Street, was arrested for 
driving left of center and 
driving under suspen-
sion.

Pierson Desadier, 
18, of the 1600 block of 
Franklin Road, was ar-
rested for general speed-
ing and driving while in-
toxicated. 

Jeremy Calrk, 28, of the 
600 block of Constable 
Street, was arrested for 
felony domestic abuse 
battery. 

Erica Marquesz, 37, of 
the 400 block of NW 19th 
Street, was arrested for 
possession of a schedule 
II substance, two counts 
of possession of a sched-

ule IV substance, and 
possession of drug para-
phernalia. 

Taylor Gates, 24, of the 
100 block of Gates Lane, 
was arrested for misde-
meanor domestic abuse. 

Benjamin Curry, 33, of 
the 1000 block of Tillman 
Street, was arrested for 
misdemeanor domestic 
abuse battery.

Paula Berry, of the 200 
block of Garrett Drive, 
was arrested for theft 
and issuing worthless 
checks. 

Kenneth Hood, 66, of 
the 1300 block of Rose 
Bud Loop, was arrested 
for issuing worthless 
checks.

(February 7, 2022) - 
Average gasoline prices 
in Louisiana have risen 
8.5 cents per gallon in 
the last week, averaging 
$3.13/g today, according 
to GasBuddy’s survey of 
2,436 stations in Louisi-
ana. Prices in Louisiana 
are 13.4 cents per gallon 
higher than a month ago 
and stand 95.6 cents per 
gallon higher than a year 
ago. The cheapest station 
in Louisiana was priced 
at $2.69/g yesterday while 
the most expensive was 
$3.81/g, a difference of 
$1.12/g. 

“Gas prices saw their 
sharpest rise in months 
last week as oil surged to 
$93 per barrel, on contin-
ued concerns over Russia 
invading Ukraine and that 
there won’t be enough 

supply to meet demand 
come this summer,” said 
Patrick De Haan, head 
of petroleum analysis at 
GasBuddy.

The national average 
price of gasoline has ris-
en 8.0 cents per gallon in 
the last week, averaging 
$3.42/g today. The nation-
al average is up 12.3 cents 
per gallon from a month 
ago and stands 97.5 cents 
per gallon higher than 
a year ago, according to 
GasBuddy data compiled 
from more than 11 mil-
lion weekly price reports 
covering over 150,000 gas 
stations across the coun-
try

“With the national av-
erage at its highest level 
since 2014, the news is 
grim: motorists should 
expect even more price 

increases, with the larger 
jumps coming later this 
spring as a confluence 
of seasonal factors and 
the potential flare up in 
geopolitical tensions. 
Ultimately, the national 
average could be pushed 
to record territory by the 
start of the summer driv-
ing season,” said De Haan.

GasBuddy is the au-
thoritative voice for 
gas prices and the only 
source for station-level 
data spanning nearly 
two decades. GasBuddy’s 
survey updates 288 times 
every day from the most 
diverse list of sources 
covering nearly 150,000 
stations nationwide, the 
most comprehensive and 
up-to-date in the country. 

Gas prices on the rise in Louisiana
GAS BUDDY

Zoning: Historic District supports 
community while still preserving history
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Charles Denton 
McEachern

A Celebration of Life and home-
going service for Charles Denton 
McEachern 85, was held Sunday, 

February 6, 2022 at 2:00 p.m. at 
the Church of Christ in Minden. 

Denton was born September 19, 
1936 in Waldo, Arkansas, and passed peacefully from 
his earthly home with his loving wife of 64 years, Lottie 
right by his side, into his forever home with his Lord 
and savior on Tuesday, February I, 2022. 

Denton was preceded in death by his parents, Wes-
ley and Oma Branch McEachern, five brothers; Wesley 
Carson, of Minden, Silas Prentis, of Dubberly, John 
Earl, of Minden, Wayne Derwood,of 

Shreveport , and Jerry Turner McEachern of Minden. 
Two sisters, Idessa Solpbine Tyler of Springhill, and 
Norma Lee Miller of Minden. 

He is survived by his wife Lottie, two sons, Steve 
McEachern and wife Sabrina, Michael 

McEachern, two daughters, Debbie Kimball and 

husband Gary of Dixie Inn, and Sheri Shows and hus-
band Tom of Minden, two brothers, Gerald Leslie 
McEachern and wife Wanda of Minden, and Ellis Doyle 
McEachern and wife Flo also of Minden. Two sisters, 
Jannie Sue Kendrick of Minden and Joyce Dean Bolyer 
of Minden. 

Also surviving Denton is a host of grandchildren 
beginning with; Brandon and wife Ashton, Dana and 
husband Ben, Lauren and husband Dustin, Charrnie, 
Chris and wife Kalie, Wesley, Taylor and wife Brittney, 
Katlyn and husband Trent, Bubba, Matthew and wife 
Kelsey. Great grandchildren; Tiger, 

Macey, Coen, Ayla, Zoey, Gracie, Denton, Navy, 
Adalyo, Camden, Linkin, Nova Lynn, Aaron, 

Brayden, Colson, Caroline, Whitley, Wyatt, Elias and 
Jedidiah, along with numerous nieces and nephews. 

Denton was a brick mason for many years and also a 
mechanic. He loved anything to do with cars and mo-
torcycles, whether it was racing them on a drag strip or 
on the dirt track, to racing through the hills and trails 
down in Dorcheat Bottom or in the turkey runs around 
his home town.

Blessed is the man that trusteth in the Lord, and 
whose hope the Lord is. Jeremiah 17:7
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WILMINGTON, Del. 
(AP) — White House na-
tional security adviser 
Jake Sullivan said Sun-
day that Russia could in-
vade Ukraine “any day,” 
launching a conflict that 
would come at an “enor-
mous human cost.”

The senior adviser to 
President Joe Biden of-
fered another stark warn-
ing the day after U.S. of-
ficials confirmed that 
Russia has  assembled at 
least 70% of the military 
firepower it likely intends 
to have in place by mid-
month to give President 
Vladimir Putin the option 
of launching a full-scale 
invasion of Ukraine.

“If war breaks out, it will 
come at an enormous hu-
man cost to Ukraine, but 
we believe that based on 
our preparations and our 
response, it will come at a 
strategic cost to Russia as 
well,” Sullivan said.

Sullivan did not directly 
address reports that the 
White House has briefed 
lawmakers that a full Rus-
sian invasion could lead 
to the quick capture of 
Kyiv and potentially result 
in as many as 50,000 casu-
alties as he made appear-
ances on a trio of Sunday 
talk shows.

U.S. officials, who dis-
cussed internal assess-
ments of the Russian 
buildup on the condition 
that they not be identi-
fied, sketched out a series 
of indicators suggesting 
that Putin intends to start 
an invasion in the com-
ing weeks, although the 
size and scale are unclear. 
They stressed that a diplo-
matic solution appears to 
remain possible.

Among those military 
indicators: an exercise of 
Russia’s strategic nuclear 
forces that usually is held 
each fall was resched-
uled for mid-February 
to March. That coincides 
with what U.S. officials 
see as the most likely win-
dow for invasion.

The administration has 
stepped up warnings in 
recent days that Russia 
increasingly seems in-
tent on further invading 
Ukrainian territory.

Last week, Biden ad-
ministration officials said 
that intelligence findings 
showed that the Kremlin 
had worked up an elabo-
rate plot to fabricate an 
attack by Ukrainian forces 
that Russia could use as a 
pretext to take military ac-
tion against its neighbor.

Pentagon spokesman 
John Kirby said Thursday 
that the scheme included 
production of a graphic 
propaganda video that 
would show staged explo-
sions and use corpses and 
actors depicting grieving 
mourners.

“It could happen as 
soon as tomorrow or it 
could take some weeks 
yet,” Sullivan said. He 
added that Putin “has put 
himself in a position with 
military deployments to 
be able to act aggressively 
against Ukraine at any 
time now.”

Sullivan said that the 
administration held on 
to hope that the Russians 
would move to de-esca-
late the situation through 
diplomacy.

“The key thing is that 
the United States needs 
to be and is prepared for 
any of those contingen-
cies and in lockstep with 
our allies and partners,” 
Sullivan said. “We have 
reinforced and reassured 
our allies on the eastern 
flank.”

Texas Rep. Michael Mc-
Caul, the top Republican 
on the House Foreign Af-
fairs Committee, attend-
ed a classified briefing last 
week that administration 
officials gave to members 
of Congress. He was asked 
whether he came away 
from the briefing thinking 
it was certain that Russia 
would move on Ukraine.

“I would say the condi-
tions are there. It’s more 
likely than not. I think the 
noose is being prepared. 
It’s around Ukraine right 
now as we speak. These 
are dangerous times,” Mc-
Caul said.

Biden’s ambassador to 
the United Nations, Linda 
Thomas-Greenfield, said 
the administration was 
still seeking a diplomatic 
solution, but “at the same 

time, we know that the 
Russians continue to pre-
pare, and we will be work-
ing to address the security 
issues.”

Sen. John Barrasso, a 
member of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Com-
mittee, said Ukraine was 
the first part of Putin’s 
plan to reassemble the 
Soviet Union. He worried 
about what signal that 
could send to U.S. adver-
saries.

“He needs to choke on 
trying to swallow Ukraine 
because if it’s easy pick-
ings for him, my worry is 
that then China moves 
against Taiwan and Iran 
moves quickly to a nucle-
ar weapon.”

Meanwhile, elite U.S 
troops and equipment 
landed Sunday in south-
eastern Poland near the 
border with Ukraine fol-
lowing Biden’s orders 
to deploy 1,700 soldiers 
there amid fears of a Rus-
sian invasion of Ukraine.

Hundreds more troops 
from the 82nd Airborne 
Division are expected to 
arrive at the Rzeszow-Ja-
sionka Airport. A U.S. Air 
Force Boeing C-17 Globe-
master plane brought a 
few dozen troops and ve-
hicles.

Their commander is 
Maj. Gen. Christopher 
Donahue, who on Aug. 30 
was the last American sol-
dier to leave Afghanistan.

“Our national contribu-
tion here in Poland shows 
our solidarity with all of 
our allies here in Europe 
and, obviously, during 
this period of uncertain-
ty we know that we are 
stronger together,” Dona-
hue said at the airport.

Biden ordered ad-
ditional U.S. troops de-
ployed to Poland, Ro-
mania and Germany to 
demonstrate America’s 
commitment to NATO’s 
eastern flank amid the 
tensions between Rus-
sia and Ukraine. NATO’s 
eastern member Poland 
borders both Russia and 
Ukraine. Romania bor-
ders Ukraine.

The division can rapidly 
deploy within 18 hours 
and conduct parachute 

assaults to secure key 
objectives. Based in Fort 
Bragg, North Carolina, 
the division’s history goes 
back to 1917.

Biden is set to meet with 
German Chancellor Olaf 
Scholz  on Monday at the 
White House. Scholz has 
said that Moscow would 
pay a “high price” in the 
event of an attack, but his 
government’s refusal to 
supply lethal weapons to 
Ukraine, bolster its troop 
presence in eastern Eu-
rope or spell out which 
sanctions it would sup-
port against Russia has 
drawn criticism abroad 
and at home.

French President Em-
manuel Macron was to 
arrive Monday in Mos-
cow for talks with Putin, 
and in the days to come, 
Scholz will be there, too. 
Biden and Macron spoke 
by phone on Sunday, 
discussing “diplomatic 
and deterrence efforts in 
response to Russia’s con-
tinued military build-up 
on Ukraine’s borders,” 
according to the White 
House.

Sullivan expressed cer-
tainty that operation of 
the Russia-to-Germany 
Nord Stream 2 gas pipe-
line “will not move for-
ward” if Russia further 
invades Ukraine. Con-
struction of the pipeline 
is complete, but gas is not 
yet flowing.

“While it’s true that 
Germany has not sent 
arms to Ukraine, after the 
United States, they are the 
second largest donor to 
Ukraine in Europe,” Sulli-
van said. “The great thing 
... about having the kind 
of alliances we have with 
30 NATO allies is that dif-
ferent allies are going to 
take different pieces of 
this.”

Sullivan appeared 
on “Fox News Sunday,” 
NBC’s “Meet the Press” 
and ABC’s “This Week.” 
McCaul spoke on ABC, 
and Barrasso was on Fox. 
Thomas-Greenfield was 
on CNN’s “State of the 
Union.”

Top Biden aide says Ukraine invasion could 
come ‘any day’

GOVERNMENT



Truer words were never spo-
ken about the State Capitol: 
“Self-preservation is a human 
trait.”

That insight is going to be on 
fullest display for three weeks 
starting Tuesday, as the Legisla-
ture convenes to draw new dis-
trict lines for a host of offices, 
not least their own.

As state Rep. Royce Duplessis, 
D-New Orleans, said above, in a 
discussion held by the Council 
for a Better Louisiana, there’s 
an inherent conflict of interest 
in members of the Legislature 
drawing their own district lines.

Our legislators have stead-
fastly refused to adopt a more 
nonpolitical redistricting pro-
cess, which we have urged 
them to do. Even in some states 
where that has been done — by 
independent commissions or 
panels of experts — some leg-
islatures have balked at the re-

sults.
The Constitution says legis-

latures will draw the lines after 
the census, and that’s what our 
particular band of self-interest-
ed mapmakers will do by them-
selves. But the politics go deep-
er than that: Legislators must 
also draw new lines of the dis-
tricts for U.S. Congress as well 
as state offices like the Public 
Service Commission.

For Congress, party-line poli-
tics are at issue, as the majority 
Republicans don’t want to cre-
ate political difficulties for their 
five incumbent members of 
Congress. And that draws in the 
federal Voting Rights Act, which 
requires equitable representa-
tion of the races in redistricting.

All of which has led to calls 
for a second minority-majority 
House district, there being only 
the one from Louisiana, now 
held by U.S. Rep. Troy Carter, 

D-New Orleans. The new cen-
sus numbers show that about a 
third of the state’s residents are 
Black.

A poll sponsored by the 
NAACP, Louisiana Progress and 
other liberal groups showed 
Louisianians want the new 
maps to be equitable among 
the races; Democratic Gov. 
John Bel Edwards has voiced 
support for the idea, and holds 
the all-important veto pen. It’s 
not clear, though, if a map can 
be devised that creates a new 
minority-majority district with-
out zigzagging all over the state.

The poll also found that three 
out of four voters want districts 
more competitive between the 
political parties. Yet the real-
ity is that members of Congress 
are just as focused as any other 
human beings on self-preser-
vation — and perhaps more so. 
They are politically influential 

and generally get their way in 
redistricting.

But as Republicans in Ala-
bama recently found out, courts 
can balk if racial gerrymander-
ing — drawing maps for po-
litical advantage — is too egre-
gious.

How much is too egregious? 
When self-preservation is at is-
sue, perhaps the biggest arena 
for the action will be over seats 
in the Legislature. Not only are 
members personally involved 
in the process, but shifts in pop-
ulation mean a lot more when 
they involve 39 seats in the Sen-
ate and 105 in the House, rather 
than six in Congress.

Some seats in northern parts 
of the state that have been los-
ing population in recent years 
will have to be consolidated, 
and new districts drawn in 
more populous southern parts 
of the state, including perhaps 

an additional Senate seat on the 
north shore of Lake Pontchar-
train.

In theory, as members of the 
CABL panel on redistricting 
said, it’s easier for the public to 
be involved because the once 
difficult calculations for district 
lines are now a matter of a few 
clicks on a computer mouse 
pad.

But unraveling the political 
machinations is very difficult 
without a baseline for the pub-
lic. That’s what an indepen-
dently drawn map by a nonpo-
litical and expert commission 
would have provided.

Now, we’re starting with in-
cumbent lines, which are in the 
self-preservation sweepstakes 
the grand prize for the insiders.
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Letters are published 
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CATHY SHULL 
Special to the Minden Press-Herald

The Eastern Plains of Col-
orado have long been home 
to those who adapt and 
meet challenges head-on. 
From the early days of Na-
tive Americans to the Dust 
Bowl, residents of the east-
ern part of the state have al-
ways come out on top when 
facing seemingly insur-
mountable obstacles.

This perseverance lives on 
today in the Eastern Plains. 
Despite the challenges the 
Plains faces during the 
pandemic, eastern Colora-
do’s farmers, shop owners, 
schools, and communities 
have admirably weathered 
the storm over the past cou-
ple of years. But now, a new 
challenge from Washington 
arises that could threaten 
the region’s recovery and fu-
ture: higher taxes.

As part of a plan to pay 
for provisions in President 
Biden’s Build Back Better 
package, some lawmakers 
are aiming to raise taxes like 
the corporate tax, as well as 
a lesser-known tax called 
the Global Intangible Low 
Tax Income (GILTI) rate. 
While the proponents of this 
legislative push might think 
these tax hikes will only im-
pact large corporations who 

can afford to pay them, that 
is not the entire story. These 
increases will significantly 
raise the tax burdens of 
businesses small and large 
alike, with laborers and con-
sumers feeling the worst of 
the effects.

Pro 15 serves as a voice 
and advocate for the 15 
counties that make up the 
Eastern Plains. Our orga-
nization is concerned that 
these tax increases will do 
more harm than good to 
our communities and come 
at a time when we need to 
support and bolster our 
economy, rather than make 
wide-sweeping changes that 
could set our economy back 
to peak-pandemic levels.

Research from nonparti-
san groups such as the Tax 
Foundation and the Tax 
Policy Center has found that 
corporate taxes are mostly 
passed onto laborers, with 
workers typically bearing 
anywhere between 50% and 
100%. Given that Colorado’s 
workers are contending with 
rising costs of living, stag-
nating wages, and supply 
chain shortages related to 
the pandemic, adding ad-
ditional financial burdens at 
a time like now seems cruel.

There is also evidence that 
raising the corporate tax 

rate has detrimental effects 
on our nation’s economy 
over the long-term. Further 
research by the Tax Founda-
tion shows how the implica-
tions of a higher corporate 
income tax rate compound 
over time, resulting in an 
estimated $720 billion re-
duction in gross domes-
tic product (GDP) over the 
next decade. This hit to our 
economy would be felt by 
families, businesses, and 
communities of all sizes – 
nowhere would be left un-
touched.

The prospect of a higher 
GILTI rate also brings its 
own set of problems that 
could have consequences 
for the Eastern Plains re-
gion. GILTI is a fee placed 
upon the foreign earnings of 
American companies and is 
the only such fee currently 
enacted in the world – no-
where else do countries tax 
profits made abroad by do-
mestic companies. As such, 
American businesses are 
already operating at a com-
petitive disadvantage com-
pared to foreign peers due 
to the constraints of GILTI. 
Raising it only compounds 
the financial barriers they 
face.

Research from the Nation-
al Association of Manufac-

turers found that a GILTI in-
crease could result in nearly 
one million jobs and $20 
billion in economic activ-
ity lost. Additional research 
shows that increasing GILTI 
could result in up to a 10.9% 
decrease in domestic em-
ployment.

Considering that many 
farmers and businesses in 
the Eastern Plains import 
and export products, as well 
as utilize foreign suppli-
ers, a GILTI increase would 
spell trouble for them – it is 
not just large multinationals 
that are affected.

As omicron surges across 
Colorado and the rest of the 
country, it is important that 
our lawmakers make smart 
policy decisions that take us 
forward, rather than move 
us back. Increasing the cor-
porate tax rate and GILTI 
does not achieve that, but 
rather puts more barriers on 
our road to recovery.

Cathy Shull (Cathy@pro15.org) 
is the executive director of Pro 15, 

a regional advocacy organization 
representing the interests of 15 

northeastern Colorado counties: 
Adams, Arapahoe, Cheyenne, Doug-

las, Elbert, Kit Carson, Larimer, 
Lincoln, Logan, Morgan, Phillips, 
Sedgwick, Washington, Weld, and 

Yuma.

Increasing taxes only increases our problems
OTHER OPINION

EDITORIAL ROUNDUP

Joe Rogan controversy is reminder that censorship laws 
are bad idea that will backfire

OpiniOn Joshua Specht, Editor and Publisher
jspecht@press-herald.com

EDITORIAL ROUNDUP

The Advocate: Three weeks of pure, and perhaps ugly, politics ahead

CARL SZABO
Special to the Minden Press-Herald

Spotify’s decision to resist 
calls by powerful voices to re-
move Joe Rogan from its plat-
form offers a good reminder 
that Americans must firmly 
reject government interference 
in private business decisions, 
including social media com-
panies’. Coverage of Neil Young 
and Joni Mitchell have buried 
far more concerning voices 
attacking Spotify for hosting 
Rogan: those coming from the 
Biden administration.

Administration officials call-
ing for censorship of dissenting 
voices, as U.S. Surgeon General 
Vivek Murthy has done, should 
outrage all Americans. Yet this 
is the kind of government pow-
er state governors across the 
U.S. are trying to capture with 
social media regulations.

Last year, courts blocked leg-
islation in Texas and Florida to 
prevent social media compa-
nies from monitoring content 
on their platforms but 19 other 
states have followed with bills 
in the same vein. Legislatures 
from coast to coast including 
Kentucky, California, Utah, 
Iowa, Arizona, Georgia, Ten-
nessee, New York, Alabama, 
Indiana, South Carolina, Mich-

igan, Ohio, W. Virginia, Wis-
consin, Oklahoma, Mississippi, 
and Idaho are considering sim-
ilarly unconstitutional bills.

Such bills are a flagrant as-
sault on the First Amendment, 
effectively putting government 
officials in control of online 
speech and private businesses. 
This is exactly the kind of con-
trol Murthy and other govern-
ment officials crave, and the 
kind of government control 
Americans must fight. It’s not 
just a bad idea from a Constitu-
tional standard, it’s a bad poli-
cy idea to have the government 
determine what information is 
suitable for Americans to see 
online.

These bills are being sold as 
a way to prohibit social media 
businesses like Facebook and 
Twitter from removing conser-
vative content. While this may 
be appealing to some, what it 
would mean in practice is that 
the government would deter-
mine what private businesses 
can and can’t say. That means 
Murthy’s tweets would become 
commands.

Facebook, Twitter, and other 
social media companies are 
private businesses and as frus-
trated as conservatives are that 
some conservative speech is re-
moved. Frustration and ire has 
sparked the rise of conserva-

tive social media platforms like 
Rumble, Parler, and Trump’s 
new platform, and that is ex-
actly the result the free market 
enables.

And just like Facebook and 
Twitter, these conservative so-
cial media sites shouldn’t be 
forced by the government to 
host content they don’t want 
like opinions from Rachel Mad-
dow or Elizabeth Warren. Invit-
ing the government in to be the 
referee and create the rules of 
the game is wrong headed and 
illegal. If conservative states 
were able to tell social media 
sites what news and views they 
can host, so could liberal states.

This is not a hypothetical 
threat to free speech. A bill 
introduced in New York state 
this year would punish social 
media sites for hosting alleged 
misinformation. Clearly, ac-
cess to information should 
never be determined by the po-
litical party in power.

And censorship is only one 
of the threats social media cen-
sorship bills pose to private 
businesses. They would also 
strip social media companies 
of the freedom to remove con-
tent at their discretion. These 
bills would make it illegal for 
Facebook and Twitter to re-
move content that most of us 
don’t want to see – or want 

our children to see – like hate 
speech, violent content, X-rat-
ed content, and more.

Despite conservatives’ frus-
tration about social media 
censorship, we cannot allow 
private businesses to become 
vessels for the government’s 
preferred messaging. Both blue 
and red states have realized the 
internet’s power and want to 
harness it for their own agen-
das – and are seizing on the op-
portunity to use public frustra-
tion to seize more power.

I will continue to fight tooth 
and nail against legislation 
that violates First Amendment 
protections that prevent law-
makers from using the gov-
ernment’s coercive powers to 
settle scores against America’s 
leading technology businesses. 
At the end of the day, whether 
it is the Biden Administration 
telling Joe Rogan what not to 
say, or the state-level adminis-
trations telling Facebook what 
is must say, we should all let 
private businesses decide what 
is best for their customers and 
let us vote with our feet – not 
let politicians dictate to us the 
speech we should hear.

Carl Szabo is vice president and 
general counsel for NetChoice.
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INSPIRATION

Everyday should be kidnapping awareness day
It was June 21, 1967, 

fifty-six years ago, a 
day I will never for-
got, though it took my 
daughter asking me to 
tell it to her again, that  
inspired me to share an 
experience  that might  
save a   life!

Nineteen years old, I  
was at a bus station in 
Little Rock, Arkansas 
on the way  to get mar-
ried on June 24th, when 
a young man followed 
me up to the ticket 
stand and asked me 
where I was going.

  Almost speechless, 
I replied I was going to 
Stamps, Arkansas.

  The woman behind 
the desk noticed and 
asked  me to stay and 
go with her  to have cof-
fee.

When  it was time to 
get  on the  bus, the man  
followed close behind,  
boarding  the same bus 
as I did sitting close to 
the front, not far from 
where I sat.

When we arrived at 
my bus stop,  
out in the mid-
dle of nowhere,   
he also got off 
the bus right 
behind me.

Had it not 
been for  
Charles, my 
future hus-
band, who was 
waiting to pick  me up  
at four o’clock, in the 
morning, I might not be 
here today to tell a story 
that needs to be told, 
because we never know 
who might be following 

us.
As parents we can-

not watch our children  
close enough because 
we never know when 
a kidnapper might 
be lurking, waiting to 
snatch a child or adult.

According to 
a recent study 
every 40 sec-
onds a child 
goes missing 
s o m e w h e r e 
in the United 
States. There 
are more than 
460,000 miss-
ing children 

each year. Of those 
missing children, al-
most 1,500 of them are 
kidnapped.

Not long ago  it was 
reported on the eve-
ning news,  that there 

were two young chil-
dren, from different 
families,  who were 
separated from their 
parents, while out in 
public, and were found 
by total strangers who 
helped them to be re-
united with their par-
ents which leads me to 
a point I want to drive 
home by telling a sto-
ry of a young girl who 
wasn’t found for eigh-
teen years.    

Jaycee Lee Dugard, 
a kidnap victim, was 
snatched  in 1991, when 
she was eleven years 
old, while waiting for 
her school bus with her 
stepfather in full view 
but out of reach.

 She was  held cap-
tive, in  the kidnap-
per’s  backyard shed, 

for  eighteen years be-
fore she was discovered 
on August 26, 2009. 
She gave birth to two 
daughters by the time 
she was in her early 
teens.

Having grown up in 
an abusive orphanage  
I endeavor to make the 
public aware of what 
often goes on behind 
closed doors so we 
won’t blindly support 
lost causes.

I  speak for those who 
have no voice.        You 
can easily find Jaycee 
on the web, and learn 
about the cause she 
supports.

It’s not what happens 
to us but how we grab 
hold of it and work it 
into the canvas of our 
lives.

We each have a story 
that can make a differ-
ence. One way of shar-
ing  is by  picking up our 
pens to tell our stories.

The famous motiva-
tional speaker, Anthony 
Robbins, said “a life 
worth living is worth 
recording.”    

Your experience may 
save a child from being 
kidnapped.

 We never know how 
many times God steps 
out of the woodwork 
protecting us and help-
ing us share our expe-
riences that may help  
save  another’s life!

 A childhood is too 
precious to be stolen!   

Contact Sarah at sar-
ahp9957@aol.com

SARAH
HUDSON PIERCE

LIFE

Nonprofit uses Super Bowl parties as way to help homeless
(AP) - What started 

with a simple invitation 

to a few homeless people 

to watch the Super Bowl 

together in New York City 

has turned into quite a 

party. 

And it just keeps grow-

ing. 

Super Soul Party, a 

nonprofit started by film-

maker and social media 

influencer Meir Kay, will 

have Super Bowl parties 

in 35 cities when the Cin-

cinnati Bengals and Los 

Angeles Rams meet Feb. 

13. Parties will be held 

in sites from Washington 

to Los Angeles and from 

Bozeman, Montana, to 

New Orleans.

All inspired by a con-

versation Kay had with a 

homeless man just want-

ing someone to talk to 

him. 

“It just sort of connect-

ed like, ‘Oh my God, this 

is like an unofficial holi-

day in the U.S.,’” Kay said 

of the Super Bowl. “Peo-

ple who don’t have family 

or friends may feel even 

more lonely. So how can I 

help with that?”

Kay threw his first party 

in 2017, inviting homeless 

people in the neighbor-

hood. A year later, people 

asked Kay how they could 

help, so parties were held 

in both New York and Los 

Angeles. Interest grew so 

quickly Kay founded the 

nonprofit to better orga-

nize to meet demand and 

seek corporate sponsors.

“I never thought myself 

as a founder of a non-

profit,” Kay said. “I just 

thought, ‘I’m a guy who 

likes to do good through 

video, a filmmaker.’ But it 

was really through people 

saying, ‘Hey, how are we 

going to get involved?’ I 

just sort of stepped up.” 

Super Soul Party has 

five sponsors helping cov-

er the costs for this year’s 

parties that are much 

more than just food and 

football. Guests can get 

haircuts from barbers, 

clothing and dignity bags 

of personal hygiene items. 

Mental health counselors 

and people who can help 

with housing and jobs 

have been added as well.

Kay said the food and 

watching the game are 

important. 

“Then we’re able to 

tackle on a deeper es-

sence of the person, to 

build them back up,” Kay 

said. “And so the bigger 

picture from day one was 

to really bring back a con-

nection to people who do 

not have it so they could 

go on and to rebuild their 

own lives.”

Super Soul Party works 

with existing nonprofits. 

Expanding beyond New 

York has been accom-

plished through volunteer 

coordinators connecting 

with homeless shelters 

and other groups in their 

own towns.

Erika Harsanyi in Or-

lando, Florida, saw one 

of Kay’s videos from an 

early party and wanted to 

host one in her city. She 

too often felt helpless as 

a trauma nurse seeing 

homeless people needing 

more help than what an 

emergency room could 

provide.

Now Orlando is about 

to host its first party with 

approximately 500 people 

expected at Exploria Sta-

dium, a space big enough 

to feel safe in these COV-

ID-impacted times. Har-

sanyi said the Super Bowl 

offers homeless people an 

experience most people 

take for granted. 

“We don’t think how 

lucky we are whereas 

that’s something that ... 

maybe they may not have 

ever been able to experi-

ence,” Harsanyi said. “And 

to be able to provide that 

with resources, it’s a re-

ally great opportunity. I’m 

hoping we can agree to 

make this a regular yearly 

thing.” 

Carlton Bussey, 57, has 

attended several of the 

parties in New York. A 

case manager for people 

with mental disabilities, 

Bussey now works in a 

men’s shelter after deal-

ing with his own sub-

stance abuse issues that 

left him homeless for a 

time. He says the parties 

offer a sense of normalcy. 

“You feel like you be-

long to something good,” 

Bussey said. “People 

don’t pay a lot of attention 

to people who are home-

less, you know?”

Kay has big dreams to 

keep growing the non-

profit’s reach with more 

events held throughout 

the year. But he also sees 

tying them in with big 

sporting events such as 

soccer’s upcoming World 

Cup. 

“I find people are thirsty 

to connect even more so 

through the pandemic, 

and people want to give 

what they can,” Kay said.



By The Associated Press

Trent Taylor missed the Su-
per Bowl in Miami with San 
Francisco because of a foot 
injury that cost him the entire 
2019 season.

The wide receiver has a rare 
second chance with Cincinnati 
two years later.

And yes, it means so very 
much.

“It’s a huge deal for me per-
sonally because you know guys 
in this league ... guys will play 
12, 15 years and never get an 
opportunity to go to the Super 
Bowl,” Taylor said. “So once I 
missed that first opportunity, 

I didn’t know if it would ever 
come back.”

Taylor says being in this game 
might not really hit him until 

the Bengals land in Los Angeles 
on Tuesday. The 5-foot-8 Tay-
lor was a fifth-round pick out 
of Louisiana Tech in 2017 and 
played 41 games with the Nin-
ers.

Cincinnati signed Taylor 
to the practice squad in Sep-
tember, and he played in four 
games during the regular sea-
son. Taylor has handled punt 
returns in each playoff game 
— the first three of his career — 
and knows he’ll be playing in 
this Super Bowl.

“Actually playing in the 
game, it’s going to be a huge 
deal for me,” Taylor said. “I’m 
100% looking forward to it and 

so thankful for another oppor-
tunity at it.”

Taylor’s not the only one 
feeling lucky this Super Bowl at 
SoFi Stadium in Los Angeles.

DOUBLE TEAMING
Defensive lineman Damion 

Square also will be playing in 
his first Super Bowl after be-
coming the first NFL player to 
play for two different teams in 
the playoffs in the same season.

Square actually had three 
snaps for the Las Vegas Raiders 
in their wild-card loss to Cin-
cinnati. 

Then he joined the Bengals’ 
practice squad and played 15 
snaps on special teams in the 

AFC championship contest.
Not bad for someone who 

played in only three playoff 
games combined before this 
postseason.

“We make sure we do a good 
job making everybody feel 
comfortable around us,” Ben-
gals defensive tackle D.J. Read-
er said.

Square actually is on his third 
team of this season. He played 
five snaps on special teams with 
Chicago in the season opener 
before going to the Raiders the 
next week, where he was inac-
tive for four games before fi-
nally making his debut with Las 
Vegas.
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Louisiana Tech’s Maya Perry-Grimes finished second in both the long jump and triple jump on Sunday 
at the USA Invitational in Birmingham, Alabama.

COURTESY PHOTO

Dunkin’ 
Dogs 
defeat 

Panthers

Playoff run comes to end 
 for Crimson Tide girls soccer team 
 After defeating Sam Houson at home in the first round of the Division II Louisiana High School girls 
soccer tournament, the 16th-seeded Minden High School girls soccer fell 8-0 Friday at No. 1 seed St. 
Thomas More in Lafayette to close out the season for the Crimson Tide.

Minden Press-Herald Sports Service

MIAMI — In an extreme tale of two 
halves, Louisiana Tech held off FIU 
on Saturday night in an 86-82 victory 
inside the Ocean Bank Convocation 
Center.

Both teams struggled to score in the 
first half as LA Tech (17-6, 8-3 C-USA) 
held a 30-25 advantage over FIU (13-
10, 3-7 C-USA) at the midway point.

The game completely flipped in the 
second half.  

Every time the Panthers drained a 
shot from 25 feet out or got an alley-
oop dunk to ignite the crowd, the 
Bulldogs had an answer.  

When the Panthers cut it to one at 
49-48, Keaston Willis and David Green 
answered with back-to-back 3-point-
ers. When FIU cut it to within one 
point again at 62-61, it was Kenneth 
Lofton, Jr. who had the answer this 
time and sparked a quick 8-0 run to 
force the home team to call a timeout.

FIU made another run, and anoth-
er, and another, cutting the deficit to 
one yet again at 80-79 with 45 seconds 
left.  But it was Junior again who fin-
ished with an old-fashioned three-
point play to go back up four.  And in a 
half that had few defensive stops, the 
Bulldogs got a couple of them in the 
closing seconds — a steal by Exavian 
Christon and Lofton pulling down his 
13th rebound on the other.

Lady Techsters 81, Rice 62
 The Louisiana Tech women’s bas-

ketball team has now won five of their 
last six, including three in a row, with 
an all-around performance to beat 
Florida International 81-62 inside the 
Thomas Assembly Center in front of 
a pinked-out crowd Saturday after-
noon. 

G-Men fall, GSU women win vs. Alabama St.
Minden Press-Herald Sports Service

GRAMBLING —  The Grambling 
State University men’s basketball 
team could not recover from an 
18-point first-half deficit in falling 
to Alabama State, 80-72, in a South-
western Athletic Conference game 
on Saturday afternoon at Willis Reed 
Court at the Fredrick C. Hobdy As-
sembly Center. 

GSU (9-13 overall, 7-3 SWAC) got 
off to a very sluggish start trailing Al-
abama State 18-10 at the 11:43 mark.  

Alabama State (6-16, 5-5) took its 
largest lead of the half with 4:24 left 
to play in the half, ahead of the Tigers 
39-21.

Grambling State cut the deficit to 
11 with just over three minutes left, 
but could not recover enough to 
make a serious run for the  win.

Lady Tigers 88, Alabama State 56
GRAMBLING — Senior guard 

Alexus Holt poured in a season-high 
28 points, as the Grambling State 
University women’s basketball team 
cruised to an 88-56 victory, its larg-
est of the season, over Alabama State 
at Wills Reed Court at the Fredrick C. 
Hobdy Assembly Center on Saturday 
afternoon.

Holt added eight rebounds for GSU.

Perry-Grimes earns two second-place finishes for Tech Tracksters
Minden Press-Herald Sports Service

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — The 
Bulldogs and Lady Techsters 
return to Ruston with top 
performances in the men’s 
and women’s triple jump 
and women’s long jump on 
Sunday.

Senior Maya Perry-Grimes 
had a strong performance at 
the USA Invitational in the 
Birmingham Crossplex. She 
finished second in both the 
long jump and triple jump. 
With a jump of 12.31m, Per-
ry-Grimes surpasses 12 oth-
er contenders in the triple 
jump. In the long jump, she 
jumped 5.85m.

Joining her on the podium, 
teammate Murphy Bavinga 
also received a second-place 
finish in the men’s triple 
jump with a jump of 14.67m. 

“Maya Perry-Grimes 
showed up today and earned 
two second-place finishes, —
one in the long jump and the 
other in the triple jump,” said 
LA Tech head Coach Gary 
Stanley. “Both the men’s 
and women’s 4x4 relays 
made several improvements, 
which should lead to a good 

attitude going into the con-
ference meet in two weeks.”  

Johnie Jean-Jacques re-
ceived yet another personal 
record in the shot put with a 
throw of 17.16m. That throw 
earned him a fifth-place 
finish among the field. In-
cluding Saturday’s PR, Jean-
Jacques has PRd five times 
during this indoor season. 

On the track, sprinter Seth 
Boullion ran 48.68 in the 
400m, which earned him a 
third-place finish.

Riley Killian produced an-
other personal best for the 
season with a run of 5:14.69 
in the mile. 

The men’s and women’s 
4x400m relays both ran sea-
son-bests today. The men’s 
team ran 3:20.18 and placed 
seventh place. The women’s 
team earned ninth place with 
a time of 4:07.77, shaving five 
seconds off the time previ-
ously run this season.

The Bulldogs and Lady 
Techsters will compete again 
in two weeks on Feb. 19-20 
at the Birmingham Cross-
plex for the Conference USA 
Track and Field Champion-
ships.

Former Bulldog Taylor reaches Super Bowl as Bengals’ WR/PR

TRENT TAYLOR
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FUN & GAMES

CRYPTOQUIP 

SUDOKU SAM AND SILO | JERRY DUMAS

MOTHER GOOSE & GRIMM | MIKE PETERS

HI AND LOIS | BRIAN WALKER, GREG WALKER AND CHANCE BROWNE

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE | CHRIS BROWNE

BEETLE BAILEY | MORT & GREG WALKER

FUNKY WINKERBEAN | TOM BATIUK

BABY BLUES | RICK KIRKMAN AND JERRY SCOTT

BLONDIE | DEAN YOUNG AND JOHN MARSHALL

COMICS 

CROSSWORD 

FUN 
& 

GAMES
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Classifieds
PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!
classifieds@press-herald.com

NOTICE

Notice is hereby 
given, pursuant to 
article IV, section 21 
(D)(1) of the Louisiana 
Constitution, that on 
January 31, 2022, En-
tergy Louisiana, LLC 
(“ELL”), an electric 
and natural gas public 
utility having facilities 
to permit the local 
distribution of natural 
gas to residential, 
commercial, and 
municipal customers 
in East Baton Rouge 
Parish, filed with the 
Louisiana Public 
Service Commission 
(“LPSC” or “Commis-
sion”) its Evaluation 
Report pursuant to 
its Gas Operations 
Rate Stabilization 
Plan (“RSP”) for the 
test year ended Sep-
tember 30, 2021 (“TY 
2021”), in accordance 
with LPSC Order No. 
U-35370.

ELL’s Gas Operations 
RSP filing, if approved 
by the Commission 
as filed, will result 
in a rate increase 
of approximately 
$3,852,067 annually, 
effective with the first 
billing cycle of May 
2022. However, due 
to the approval of 
Louisiana Constitu-
tional Amendment #2 
in November 2021 
affecting State tax 
rates (“Tax Legisla-
tion”), ELL did not 
have adequate time 
to reflect the effects 
of the Tax Legislation 
in its annual RSP 
Evaluation Report due 
on or before January 
31, 2022.  ELL’s RSP 
requires that the tax 
rate in effect at the 
time the Evaluation 
Report is filed shall be 
utilized.  As such, ELL 
intends to supple-
ment its Evaluation 
Report in April 2022 to 
include the effects of 
the Tax Legislation.  

ELL’s RSP filing for 
the TY 2021 Test Year 
reflects an Earned 
Return on Equity 
(“EROE”) of 2.63% 
and pursuant to the 
terms of the RSP, this 
EROE requires a rate 
adjustment by ELL.  It 
is estimated that the 
rate increase will have 
the following effect 
on typical monthly 
customer bills:  a 
Small General Service 
customer using 50 
CCF will increase 
$3.77, from $52.35 
to $56,12; a General 
Service customer us-
ing 500 CCF will 
increase $33.15, from 
$419.06 to $452.21; 
and a Large General 
Service customer us-
ing 10,000 CCF will 
increase $346.26, 
from $6,285.21 to 
$6,631.47.

For questions and 
comments, please 
call the LPSC toll free 
at (800) 256-2397.  
Additionally, the 
Company’s filing and 
its attachments may 
be viewed in the Re-
cords Division of the 
LPSC at the following 
address:

Records Division
602 N. 5th Street, 

12th Floor
Baton Rouge, Louisi-

ana 70802
Telephone: (225) 

342-3157

ENTERGY 
LOUISIANA, LLC

February 8, 2022
Minden Press-Herald

NOTICE

Notice is hereby given 
that, in accordance 
with L.R.S. 3:1609 
and LAC 7: XV.314 
(A), the Louisiana 
Department of 
Agriculture & Forestry, 
Louisiana Boll Weevil 
Eradication Commis-
sion, has estab-
lished a boll weevil 
eradication zone, the 
Louisiana Eradication 
Zone, consisting of all 
the territory within the 
state of Louisiana.  

Classified line ads are published Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday in the Minden Press-Herald, Bossier Press-Tribune and online at www.press.herald.com

Classified
Rates
Pricing is easy!

$7.75
Per Day - Up to 20 words! 

Aditional words are only 30 
cents more!

Garage Sales
No word limit.

$11
One Day

$16.50
Two Days

Receive a FREE Garage 
Sale Kit with your two day 

ad!

* Garage Sale ads must be 
prepaid.

Deadlines

Ads
Line ads and display ads must 

be submitted by noon two 
days before publication. 

Public Notices
Public notices must be sub-

mitted two days prior to 
publication date depending 

on the length. Notices may be 
emailed to classifieds@press-

herald.com

Payments
Cash Checks, Billing

Real Estate Notice
“All real estate advertised 
here is subject to the Fed-

eral Fair Housing Act, which 
makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 

familial status, or national 
origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limita-
tion, or discrimination. We 
will not knowlingly accept 

any advertising for real estate, 
which is in violation of th 

elaw. All persons are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 

advertised are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

Grow
Your

Business
Call to place your ad!

PLACE
YOUR

AD
TODAY!
377-1866

       Notice is further 
given that all produc-
ers of commercial 
cotton in Louisiana are 
required to participate 
in the boll weevil 
eradication program, 
including cost shar-
ing, in accordance 
with the Boll Weevil 
Eradication Law and 
regulations.  This 
includes, but is not 
limited to, reporting of 
cotton acreage and 
destruction of cotton 
plants and stalks by 
December 31 of each 
crop year.  A copy of 
the law and rules and 
regulations may be 
obtained from the Boll 
Weevil Eradication 
Commission, 5825 
Florida Blvd. Ste. 
3002, Baton Rouge, 
La.  70806, telephone 
number (225) 922-
1338.

Notice is also given 
that the planting of 
noncommercial cot-
ton is PROHIBITED 
in Louisiana unless 
a written waiver is 
obtained from the 
Commissioner of Ag-
riculture & Forestry in 
accordance with LAC 
7: XV.319(C).  To re-
quest a waiver, submit 
a written application 
to the Department of 
Agriculture and For-
estry, at the address 
provided in this notice, 
stating the condi-
tions under which 
such written waiver is 
requested.

February 8, 2022
February 15, 2022
February 22, 2022
Minden Press-Herald

ACTION FOR 
DIVORCE
 
SUPREME COURT
STATE OF NEW 
YORK
COUNTY OF 
RENSSELAER
NAME: Michael Eric 
Halachik
PLAINTIFF, against
NAME: Sara Ann 
Halachik
DEFENDANT.
                        
SUMMONS
INDEX NO.:  2021-
270009
Date Filed:  Sep-
tember 17, 2021

To the above-
named defendant: 
YOU ARE HEREBY 
SUMMONED to 
answer the com-
plaint in this action 
and to serve a copy 
of the answer on 
the Plaintiff within 
twenty (20) days 
after the service 
of this summons, 
exclusive of the day 
of service, where 
service is made 
by delivery upon 
you personally with 
the state, or within 
thirty (30) days 
after completion 
of service where 
service is made in 
any other manner. 
In case of your 
failure to appear or 
answer, judgment 
will be taken against 
you by default for 
the relief demanded 
in the complaint.

February 1, 2022
February 8, 2022
February 15, 2022
MInden Press-Herald

Webster Parish 
Police Jury

401 Main Street  
 --- P.O. Box 389

Minden, Louisiana   
71058-0389 

Phone# 318-377-7564    
Fax# 318-371-2366
lbalkom@sudden-

linkmail.com

February 1, 2022

INVITATION FOR BID

Two (2) New 2021 
or Newer Tandem 

Diesel Trucks to Pull 
Dump Trailer

Purchase option:  
governmental/mu-
nicipal lease for 24 

month and 36-month 
purchase lease 

option

The Webster Parish 
Police Jury solicits 
sealed bids for the 

following:
2-Two (2) New 2021 
or Newer Tandem 
Diesel Trucks to pull a 
Dump Trailer

The proposals must 
be in the hands of the 
undersigned no later 
than 2:00 p.m., 
Tuesday, March 1, 
2022 in the - in the 
Courthouse House 
Annex meeting room 
of the Webster Par-
ish Police Jury, 401 
Main Street, Minden, 
Louisiana 71055. The 
bid forms and speci-
fication sheets are 
available at no charge 
in the office of the 
Secretary–Treasurer, 
Webster Parish Policy 
Jury.  Successful bids 
will be approved at 
the Regular Meeting, 
Webster Parish Police 
Jury on April 5, 2022.

The Webster Parish 
Police Jury is a tax-
exempt governmental 
agency.

The Webster Parish 
Police Jury abides by 
the requirements of 
the Louisiana Bid Law.

ALL BIDS SUBMIT-
TED MUST BE 
CLEARLY MARKED. 
Webster Parish 
Police Jury – “BID 
ENCLOSED”

The Webster Parish 
Police Jury is a tax-
exempt governmental 
agency.
The Webster Parish 
Police Jury complies 
with the State of Loui-
siana Public Bid Law 
as stated in LA R.S. 
38:2211.
The Webster Parish 
Police Jury reserves 
the right to reject any 
and all bids and to 
waive informalities 
or to accept the bid, 
which may best serve 
its interest.

February 4, 2022
February 8, 2022
February 18, 2022
February 22, 2022
Minden Press-Herald

N O T I C E

Notice is hereby given, 
pursuant to Article IV, 
Section 21(D)(1) of the 
Louisiana Constitution, 
that on January 21, 
2022, Entergy Loui-
siana, LLC (“ELL”), a 
public utility providing 
retail electric and 
gas service in certain 
parishes throughout 
the State of Louisiana, 
filed with the Louisiana 
Public Service Com-
mission (“LPSC”) its 
Application of Entergy 
Louisiana, LLC for 
Approval of the 
Withdrawal of Certain 
Tariffs and the Modifi-
cation of Others (“Ap-
plication”).  Through 
the Application, ELL 
seeks to withdraw 
the following rate 
schedules and rate 
riders: AS-G; ASPS-
G; CM-G; EAPS-G; 
EAPS-L; EER-G; 
EER-L; EOPF-L; 
ERDRS-G; FTS-L; 
LAIPS-L; LCOP; MSS-
G; MVER-G; MVER-L; 
OL-L; PM-G; and 
SPS-G.  No customers 
are currently served 
on any of these 18 
rate schedules and 
rate riders.

Additionally, ELL’s 
Application proposes 
modifications to the 
following rate sched-
ules and rate riders: 
GS-G; L-L; OBP; 
SMC-G; ALS-G; ALS-
LED; CCL-L; DSL-L; 
HPSV-L; LED-SL-G; 
LED-SL-L; LS-E-G; 
RLU-LED; SHL-G; 
and SHL-LED. The 
proposed revisions to 
these rate schedules 
and rate riders are 
reflected in the filing 
to the LPSC.  The 
majority of the pro-
posed modifications 
are clarifications to 
tariff terms that do not 
have a direct effect on 
rates, with the excep-
tion of fees associated 
with a limited number 
of new lighting rate 
categories.

For questions and 
comments regarding 
ELL’s filing, please 
call the LPSC toll free 

at (800) 256-2397.  
Additionally, the filing, 
including its attach-
ments may be viewed 
in the Records Divi-
sion of the LPSC at 
the following address:

Records Division
602 N. 5th Street, 
12th Floor
Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana  70802
Telephone: (225) 
342-3157

ENTERGY LOUISI-
ANA, LLC

February 8, 2022
Minden Press-Herald

ADVERTISEMENT 
FOR BIDS

VILLAGE OF DIXIE 
INN (hereinafter 
referred to as the 
“Owner”).

Sealed bids marked 
“Sealed Bid” VILLAGE 
OF DIXIE INN Com-
munity Development 
Block Grant Project 
to be financed by the 
State of Louisiana 
CDBG Program will be 
received by the Owner 
for the construction of 
the project described 
as follows:

VILLAGE OF DIXIE 
INN

FY 2021 LCDBG 
WASTEWATER 

TREATMENT PLANT 
IMPROVEMENTS

      
Proposals shall be 
addressed to the 
VILLAGE OF DIXIE 
INN and delivered to 
the Village of DIXIE 
INN Town Hall, 60 
SHELL STREET, MIN-
DEN, LA  71055 not 
later than   2:00 P.M., 
THURSDAY, MARCH 
10, 2022.   Sealed 
bids shall be marked 
as “Sealed Bid” – VIL-
LAGE OF DIXIE INN 
Community Develop-
ment Block Grant Proj-
ect to be financed by 
the State of Louisiana 
CDBG Program.  All 
bids must be submit-
ted on the proper bid 
form.  The Contrac-
tor shall display his 
Contractor’s license 
number prominently 
on the outside of the 
envelope.  Any bids 
received after the 
specified time and 
date will not be con-
sidered.  The sealed 
bids will be pub-
licly opened and read 
aloud at   2:00 P.M.,  
Thursday, March 10, 
2022  at the Village 
of DIXIE INN Town 
Hall, 60 Shell Street, 
Minden, Louisiana  
71055.
                          
The Information for 
Bidders, Form of 
Bid Proposal, Form 
of Contract, Plans, 
Specifications, and 
Forms of Bid Bond, 
Performance and Pay-
ment Bond, and other 
contract documents 
may be examined at 
the Village of Dixie 
Inn.  Copies may be 
obtained at the of-
fice of the Engineer, 
COTHREN, GRAFF, 
SMOAK ENGINEER-
ING, INC., upon pay-
ment of $50.00 which 
amount constitutes the 
cost of reproduction 
and handling.  This 
payment will not be 
refunded.

The Owner reserves 
the right to reject any 
and all bids for just 
cause; such actions 
will be in accordance 
with Title 38 of the 
Louisiana Revised 
Statutes.  All bidders 
must sign: (1) the 
Bid, (2) Certificate of 
Corporate Principal 
and Surety, (3) any 
Addenda issued, and 
(4) Bid Bond which al-
ways must accompany 
the bid in the correct 
amount.  

A Corporate Resolu-
tion authorizing a 
representative of the 
corporation to sign the 
bid must accompany 
the bid, if the bidder is 
a corporation.

Each bidder must de-
posit with his/her bid, 
security in the amount, 
form, and subject to 

the conditions provid-
ed in the Information 
for Bidders.  Sureties 
used for obtaining 
bonds must appear as 
acceptable on the U.S. 
Department of Trea-
sury Circular 570.

No bidder may with-
draw his/her bid within 
thirty (30) days after 
the actual date of the 
opening thereof.

Each bidder must 
have an active DUNS 
number, as verified on 
www.sam.gov, prior 
to the beginning of 
construction.

The Contractor 
Classification for the 
project is:

MUNICIPAL AND 
PUBLIC WORKS 

Attention of Bidders is 
particularly called to 
the requirement as to 
conditions of employ-
ment to be observed 
and minimum wage 
rates to be paid under 
the Contract, Section 
3, Segregated Facili-
ties, Section 109, Ex-
ecutive Order 11246, 
and all applicable laws 
and regulations of the 
Federal government 
and State of Louisiana 
and bonding and 
insurance require-
ments.

The successful bidder 
must submit executed 
copies of Certifica-
tion Regarding Equal 
Employment Oppor-
tunity, Section 3 and 
Segregated Facilities, 
Section 3 Plan with 
Tables A and B, Cer-
tification Concerning 
Labor Standards and 
all subcontractor’s 
certifications prior to 
contract execution.

The successful bidder 
will be required to 
execute the Owner’s 
Standard Form of 
Agreement/ Contract 
for construction 
together with the 
Performance and 
Payment Bonds within 
ten (10) working days 
after normal award of 
contract.

The Contractor shall 
begin mobilization and 
procurement of ma-
terials within ten (10) 
working days of the 
receipt of the Notice to 
Proceed.

Please notify the 
Owner seven (7) days 
in advance of the 
scheduled bid opening 
if special accommoda-
tions specified under 
ADA are required.

The Owner hereby 
notifies all bidders 
that in regard to any 
contract entered into 
pursuant to this Adver-
tisement, that Minority 
Business Enterprises 
will be afforded equal 
opportunity to submit 
offers in response 
to this invitation and 
will not be discrimi-
nated against on the 
grounds of race, color, 
sex, national origin or 
disability in consider-
ation for an award.

February 8, 2022
February 15, 2022
February 22, 2022
Minden Press-Herald
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City Of Minden 
Section 8 Waiting 

List 

Applications for 
the city of Minden 
will be available 
ONLINE ONLY 
starting Monday, 
February 21, 
2022, and ending 
Thursday, March 
17, 2022.  This 
is to get place on 
the waiting list 
only and for inside 
the city limits of 
Minden, LA.  The 
website to apply 
is www.mindenha.
housingmanger.
com (use the 
internet explorer 
browser).  You 
must create an 
account online to 
apply!!

EMPLOYMENT

Presbyterian 
Village of Homer 
is hiring CNA’s 
all shifts, LPN’s 
all shifts, and 

weekend RN’s. 
For more infor-
mation, please 

call (318)927-6133 
and ask for Alex 
Vansickle for RN/ 
LPN/ CNA appli-

cations.

Bill Gordon & 
Assoc., Social 

Security Disability 
Attorneys, 1-844-
883-2045 FREE 
Consultations. 

Local Attorneys 
Nationwide [Mail: 

2420 N St NW, 
Washington DC. 
Office: Broward 

Co. (TX/NM Bar)] 
(LA-SCAN)

PROBLEM 
CREDIT RE-

PORT? Lexington 
Law helps works to 
challenge inaccu-

rate negative items 
including identity 
theft, collections, 

late payments, liens 
and more from your 
credit report. Call 
for a free credit 

repair consultation: 
1-888-521-0958 
John C. Heath, 

Attorney at Law, 
PLLC, dba Lex-

ington Law Firm.  
(LA-SCAN)

 
Business Opportu-

nities      
Become a pub-
lished author! 

Publications sold at 
all major secular & 
specialty Christian 
bookstores. CALL 

Christian Faith 
Publishing for 

your FREE author 
submission kit. 
1-877-497-3255 

(LA-SCAN)

Education      
Attention Active 
Duty & Military 
Veterans! Begin 
a new career and 

earn your Degree at 
CTI! Online Com-
puter & Medical 
training available 

for Veterans & 
Families! To learn 

more, call 
1-855-471-2636. 

The Mission, 
Program Informa-
tion and Tuition 

is located at 
CareerTechnical.
edu/consumer-

information. (M-F 
8am-6pm ET) (LA-

SCAN)

COMPUTER & 
IT TRAINING 

PROGRAM! Train 
ONLINE to get the 
skills to become a 
Computer & Help 
Desk Professional 
now! Grants and 

Scholarships avail-
able for certain 
programs for 

qualified appli-
cants. Call CTI for 

details! 1-855-
471-2636 The 

Mission, Program 
Information and 
Tuition is located 

at CareerTechnical.
edu/consumer-

information. (M-F 
8am-6pm ET) (LA-

SCAN)

EARN YOUR 
HOSPITALITY 
DEGREE ON-

LINE! Earn your 
Associates Degree 

ONLINE with 
CTI! Great career 
advancement with 
the right creden-

tials! Learn who’s 
hiring! Call 1-866-

350-4447. The 
Mission, Program 
Information and 
Tuition is located 

at CareerTechnical.
edu/consumer-

information. (M-F 
8am-6pm ET) (LA-

SCAN)

Get the education 
you need for a 

career in Health-
care from Ultimate 
Medical Academy.

Call 1-866-746-
4143 and Press 1 

(LA-SCAN)

TRAIN ONLINE 

TO DO MEDI-
CAL BILLING! 

Become a Medical 
Office Professional 
online at CTI! Get 
Trained, Certified 
& ready to work 
in months! Call 

1-866-350-4447. 
The Mission, 

Program Informa-
tion and Tuition 

is located at 
CareerTechnical.
edu/consumer-

information.  (M-F 
8am-6pm ET) (LA-

SCAN)

Health and 
Wellness

ATTENTION OX-
YGEN THERAPY 

USERS! Inogen 
One G4 is capable 
of full 24/7 oxygen 
delivery. Only 2.8 
pounds. FREE in-
formation kit. Call 
1-855-874-9438. 

(LA-SCAN)

Attention: Oxygen 
Users! Gain 

freedom with a 
Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator! No 
more heavy tanks 

and refills! Guaran-
teed Lowest Prices! 

Call the Oxygen 
Concentrator Store: 

1-855-382-4168 
(LA-SCAN)

Looking for 
assisted living, 

memory care, or 
independent liv-
ing? A Place for 

Mom simplifies the 
process of finding 
senior living at no 

cost to your family. 
Call 1-877-334-

0015 today!  (LA-
SCAN)

MobileHelp, 
America’s Premier 

Mobile Medical 
Alert System. 

Whether You’re 
Home or Away. For 

Safety and Peace 
of Mind. No Long 
Term Contracts! 

Free Brochure! Call 
Today! 1-855-411-
0949 (LA-SCAN)

Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator May 

Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and 
mobility with the 

compact design and 
long-lasting battery 

of Inogen One. 
Free information 
kit! Call 855-636-
1667 (LA-SCAN)

Put on your TV 
Ears and hear TV 
with unmatched 
clarity. TV Ears 
Original were 

originally $129.95 - 
NOW WITH THIS 
SPECIAL OFFER 

are only $59.95 
with code MCB59! 

Call 1-855-935-
3524 (LA-SCAN)

SAVE ON YOUR 
MEDICARE 

SUPPLEMENT! 
FREE QUOTES 

from top providers. 
Excellent coverage. 
Call for a no obli-
gation quote to see 
how much you can 
save! 1-877-326-
0344 (LA-SCAN)

Stroke and Cardio-
vascular disease 

are leading causes 
of death, according 

to the American 
Heart Association. 

Screenings can 
provide peace 

of mind or early 
detection! Contact 
Lifeline Screening 
to schedule your 

screening. Special 
offer - 5 screenings 
for just $149. Call 
1-866-470-1458 

(LA-SCAN)

WE SHOP, YOU 
SAVE on your 

Medicare Supple-
ment Insurance! 
Call 1-877-761-
1233 today to 

compare Medicare 
benefits and costs 

from up to 20 
top-rated carriers. 
Receive the best 
option for you.  
(LA-SCAN)



February 8, 2022
Minden Press-Herald
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