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Davis Edwards, a lo-
cal 11-year-old boy has 
recently been diving into 
the world of online con-
tent creation using the 
online moniker T-Bubba. 
Through his videos, T-
Bubba channels his love 
and passion for inter-
viewing a wide variety of 
athletes on his social me-
dia pages. When asked 
what inspired him to start 
making videos, T-Bubba 
responded, “I love to 
talk, and I love sports so 
I figured combining both 
would be fun for me.”

His interest in sports 
along with an innate cu-
riosity and youth bring 
about unique questions 
in his interviews that 
you won’t get from other 
places. In a way, this even 
helped him to create his 
online name.

“I was able to meet 
Mr. T-Bob Hebert, and 
I asked him how he got 
that name. Mr. T-Bob ex-
plained to me how “T” 
in French culture means 
little, and since he is a 
Junior they called him T-
Bob. My dad has a friend 
called Bubba, and I have 
always been called Bubba 
so I decided to be called T-
Bubba,” said Edwards. 

He is relatively new 
to the content creation 
game, but even still he has 
been able to land inter-
views with many interest-
ing athletes. When asked 
which athlete’s interview 
was his favorite so far, Ed-
wards said, “I would have 
to say Mr. Brandon Wil-
son. He has a very unique 
story about his journey 
from Shreveport to the 
NFL. Mr. Brandon drove 
to Minden so I could in-
terview him, and he is 
a busy man, so that was 
nice of him to do that.”

With someone as young 
as Edwards, a bit of sup-
port from a supportive 
parent goes a long way. 
T-Bubba’s dad, Roy Ed-
wards, in no small way 
instilled in his son his love 

for sports and is helping 
in any way he can to sup-
port his child’s pursuits, 
whether that be lining up 
interviews, traveling out 
to sports events, or even 
manning the camera. He 
was even the one who set 
up T-Bubba’s first inter-
view, helping him to take 
his first steps into inter-
viewing. 

“My dad collects sports 
memorabilia, and his 
friend Mr. Paul Colston 
with Vault Autographs 
had a signing with Charlie 
Ward, the 1993 Heisman 
winning QB from Florida 
State. He asked my dad if 
he wanted to come help 
with it and my dad asked 
if I could interview Mr. 
Charlie Ward, and he was 
nice enough to let me.”

More recently, they 
took a trip down to 
Natchitoches to the Loui-
siana Sports Hall of Fame 
2022 Induction Ceremony 
where numerous athletes 
from all manner of sports 
gathered.

“It was so much fun! 
Mr. Ronnie Rantz is the 
President of the Louisi-
ana Sports Hall of Fame, 
and he was nice to let 
me come and interview 
people. The class of 2022 
was a very broad class. 
Kyle Williams, ex-LSU All 
American and All Pro for 
the Buffalo Bills was prob-
ably the headliner, but the 
entire class was so nice 
and deserving. Ms. Brit-
tany Sneed Newman is 
like the Michael Jordan 
of LSU softball. Ms. Susan 
Jackson is the same way 
for LSU gymnastics.

“Mr. Eddie Kennison 

was by far the nicest per-
son I have ever met. He 
spent so much time with 
me and answered my 
questions and treated me 
like one of his own kids.”

When asked if he could 
interview any one person, 
T-Bubba took no time to 
ponder and immediately 
answered, “That’s easy, 
Derek Stingley. He is my 
favorite player. I would 
love the chance to meet 
him and ask him some 
questions.”

While their work getting 
interviews and creating 
content involves a good 
bit of travel, T-Bubba also 
has immense love for 
our local athletes here 

in Minden. He has even 
put together an All North 
Louisiana Preseason 
High School Team and 
plans to host a ceremony 
in August to honor those 
chosen, even presenting 
plaques for the occasion. 
They have lined up By-
ron Dawson, Centenary’s 
head football coach to 
speak at the event.

T-Bubba and all of his 
past interviews can be 
found at his YouTube 
Channel titled T-Bubba’s 
Sports Talk, and on TikTok 
under the name @tbub-
ba894. T-Bubba sends 
special thanks to their 
editor/producer Matt An-
derson. 
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Young mind with big goalsResident hopes to 
combat racism by 

starting multicultural 
committee

COMMUNITY

COURTESY PHOTOS
Local 11 year old Davis Edwards aka T-Bubba has 
recently started filming and uploading his inter-
views with famous athletes. T-Bubba can be seen 
pictured above with Eddie Kennison, former All 
American Track Star at LSU and former player for 
the NFL St. Louis Rams, and Kyle Williams, former 
six time NFL pro for the Buffalo Bills.

AMBER MCDOWN
Minden Press-Herald

Larry Woodfork, long-
time resident of Minden, 
would like to create a 
multicultural commit-
tee in Minden to encour-
age dialogue between 
cultures and help 
combat racism.

Woodfork has 
a long history in 
Minden. He was 
born in Caddo 
Parish in 1953 and 
lived in Claiborne 
Parish for his first 
three years, then 
he and his fam-
ily moved to Minden in 
1956. He graduated from 
Webster High School a 
couple years late due to 
some family problems, 
“But I didn’t want to be a 
dropout,” Woodfork said. 
“I wanted to go back to 
school, even though I got 
laughed at by the other 
kids, called ‘old-timer’ 
and such. So I had to put 
up with that for about 
two years.” By that time, 
Woodfork already knew 
he wanted more than he 
could find around here.  
“When I graduated from 
Webster in 1973, I de-
cided I would go into the 
corps. We didn’t have 
the corps in Louisiana. 
It went by zip code, and 
I was shipped down to 
San Marcus. I served in 
the job corps, and I took 
baking.” At first, Woodfork 
was very nervous about 
having white instructors. 
He had never had a white 
teacher before, and he 
wasn’t sure he could learn 
from them. This proved to 
be no problem, however. 

“When I graduated 
from the corps, they 
placed me on my first 
public job in Dallas, Texas 
in 1975.” This began Larry 
Woodfork’s career as a 
baker. He worked exten-
sively as a baker in Dal-
las and Austin for over 20 
years, many of those years 
as a head baker.

After his mother was 
diagnosed with cancer in 
1999, Woodfork returned 
to Minden to care for her 
until she passed away in 
2008. 

“I like Minden. It’s a 
broad neighborhood. It’s 
a town with family busi-
nesses and a connected 
community. But it’s not 
a place of opportunities. 
Austin had better oppor-
tunities. Dallas had re-
ally good opportunities 
— I made a lot of money,” 
Woodfork said. “I had to 
leave to find those oppor-
tunities in education.”

Woodfork has strong 
feelings about education 
and living independently. 
“One lady [who lived in 

his neighborhood] told 
me that she didn’t like 
that I went to First Baptist, 
and I said ‘why?’ She said, 
‘You go up there with 
the moral majority. They 
don’t do enough for the 
minority.’ I disagree with 
that. I’m not a welfare 

case. I never have 
been on welfare. 
I’ve always worked 
to pay my bills. I 
worked in the sys-
tem. I didn’t do the 
illegal. I just did 
my best to work. 
When people talk 
about the ‘moral 
majority’ political-

wise, I know what it is. But 
I didn’t go to First Baptist 
to have them take care of 
me. I’m supposed to do 
that. I’m not looking for 
First Baptist to come here 
and fix my house, buy my 
soap, buy my food and all 
this for me. That’s depen-
dency. I’m a very inde-
pendent person. Educa-
tion will take you out of 
being dependent and into 
independency.”

While living in Austin, 
Woodfork participated in 
a multicultural program 
at the University of Texas. 
“This was a pilot program 
that they started in ‘88-
’89 out of the University 
of Texas with the African 
American Cultural Com-
mittee. They would meet 
and have dialogue at the 
university to enhance a 
more cohesive commu-
nity.” Students would be 
paired up with someone 
from a different cultural 
group to learn about dif-
ferent cultures and have 
debates on race and cul-
ture. This program was 
successful in decreasing 
racial tensions on cam-
pus. “I’m trying to bring 
one to Minden.”

“This is an effort to 
combat racism. You com-
bat it through dialogue 
and education. A diverse 
community is a growing 
community. You can do 
nothing in a divided com-
munity. This committee 
can combat it and be like 
a support group to the cit-
izens on all sides. I want a 
diverse group of citizens 
that can represent each 
side of our community 
to have dialogue when 
race is an issue. That’s my 
goal. When you help one 
child, you’re changing the 
dynamics of the whole 
entire community. The 
only way we’re going to 
change this community is 
through education.”

Similar groups have 
been effective elsewhere. 
If you would be interested 
in participating in a mul-
ticultural committee, you 
can contact Larry Wood-
fork at (318) 540-5057.
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Traffic stop leads to drug arrest
STAFF REPORT
Minden Press-Herald

A Minden man was ar-
rested on drug charges 
during a traffic stop on 
Friday. 

Mark Willis (56) and 
his wife were pulled 
over in the 1000 block of 
Pine Street after an offi-
cer noticed that the ve-
hicle had no working tail 
lights. Willis, the driver, 

said that his light switch 
was not working 
properly. 

The arrest re-
port states: “A 
check of Willis’ 
driver’s license 
through NCIC 
showed a history 
of drug arrest. 
Willis also had 
fresh needle track 
marks on his left 
arm. Willis gave volun-
tary consent to search 

his vehicle. Once in the 
vehicle, I could 
see a syringe un-
der a CD case 
attached to the 
center console of 
the truck. Next to 
the syringe were 
two clear zip lock 
bags containing 
suspected crystal 
m e t h a m p h e t -
amine. The sus-

pected meth and syringe 
were recovered. The sy-

ringe was capped, and 
the syringe was empty 
and used.”

Willis stated that the 
suspected meth and 
paraphernalia belonged 
to him. The vehicle was 
released to his wife, and 
Willis was charged with 
non-working tail lights, 
possession of schedule 
II (meth) and possession 
of drug paraphernalia. 
He was transported to 
BDCC.

WILLIS
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Louisiana oil producers want Biden to tour their facilities before 
Saudi Arabian trip

Recent arrests 

in Webster Parish

Jonathan Langley, 32, of 

the 100 block of Shreve-

port Road Street, was ar-

rested for disturbing the 

peace through public in-

toxication and possession 

of a schedule II controlled 

dangerous substance.

Dollean Jefferson, 60, 

of the 600 block of Mc-

Dow Street, was arrested 

for disturbing the peace 

through public intoxica-

tion.

Steven Nipper, 40, was 

arrested on multiple war-

rants. 

Brian Simms, 53, of the 

300 block of Ellis Drive, 

was arrested for domestic 

abuse battery and simple 

criminal damage to prop-

erty. 

Jeffery Herrison, 48, of 

the 300 block of N Middle 

Landing, was arrested on 

a warrant. 

Mark Willis, 56, of the 

200 block of Bryant Road, 

was arrested for posses-

sion of a schedule II con-

trolled dangerous sub-

stance, possession of drug 

paraphernalia, and no tail 

lights.

Kaleb Mills, 24, of the 

2300 block of Butler 

Street, was arrested on a 

warrant. 

Tamara Wright, 24, of 

the 100 block of Webster 

Road, was arrested for 

failure to appear in court.

Billy Lane, 62, of the 700 

block of Buck Street, was 

arrested for driving un-

der suspension, driving 

without insurance, and 

switched tags. 

Lacey Holleman, 

30, of the 100 block of 

Crownover Road, was ar-

rested for theft by shop-

lifting, and for failure to 

appear in court. 

Hayden Atkins, 26, of 

the 1500 block of Highway 

528, was arrested for theft 

by shoplifting. 

Zacchary Maness, 31, 

of the 700 block of Park 

Highway, was arrested on 

a warrant. 

Shain Hayes, 43, of the 

100 block of Patchleg 

Road, was arrested on a 

warrant. 

Bravion Shyne, 28, of 

the 500 block of Marion 

Street, was arrested for 

two counts driving under 

suspension, and failure 

to yield to emergency ve-

hicles. 

Justin Cook, 27, of the 

100 block of Ella Lane, 

was arrested on warrants 

for two counts of simple 

burglary with a firearm 

and three counts of sim-

ple burglary with a fire-

arm. 

Scott Shockley, 42, 

of the 200 block of Rice 

Road, was arrested for 

second degree domestic 

abuse battery. 

Juan Bush, 63, of the 

7900 block of Highway 

371, was arrested for do-

mestic abuse battery.

Jacob Heckendorn, 26, 

of the 400 block of Smith 

Loop, was arrested for 

failure to appear in court. 

BLOTTER

INDUSTRY

1972 Springhill Lumberjacks hold 50th Class Reunion
CINDY K. RICHARD-
SON
Special to the Minden Press-
Herald

DIXIE INN - At 11 
a.m. Monday, May 
23, 15 members of the 
1972 Springhill Lum-
berjacks celebrated 
their 50th class re-
union, along with two 
spouses and a friend, 
at Dorcheat Seafood 
and Grill in Dixie Inn 
on the actual day of 
graduation.

The classmates in-
cluded Barry Barnard 
and his wife, Lane, 
of Shongaloo, Reggie 
Barker of Welcome, 
Ark., Dennis Beavers 
and Annie of Con-
way, Ark., Gary Pear-
son of Texas, Sammy 
Stanford of Springhill, 
Janet Sexton Baker of 
Cotton Valley, Kathy 
Foreman Tuminello 
of Benton, Patty Cox 
of Shreveport, Sherri 
Dyer Huggins of Boss-
ier City, Freda Dunn 
Jones of Sarepta, 
Brenda Oswalt Kirk-
ley and her husband, 
Randy, of Camden, 
Ark., Vickie Collier 
Beshea of Sarepta, 

Debbie Brown Rader 
of Springhill, Dianne 
Dunn Rogers of Cul-
len and Cindy Kauff-
man Richardson of 
rural Sarepta.

Everyone enjoyed 
a variety of fried fish 
filets, fried butter-
fly shrimp, crawfish 
etouffee, etc., with 
a full salad bar with 
their bean soup and 
hushpuppies. I don’t 
believe anyone con-
sidered a dessert or 
an appetizer.

Before the meal, I 
stood and welcomed 
everyone and Debbie 
Rader followed with 
blessing our meal. A 
program was distrib-
uted with a list of our 
deceased classmates, 
which was read to 
the group. The names 
were written on la-
bels and attached to 
the strings of our bal-
loons to be released 
outside following our 
lunch.

The deceased 
names gathered, with 
a lot of help from 
others including our 
classmate, Debra 
M i l e s - M c C a u l e y , 
from Birmingham, 
Ala., included the fol-

lowing:
Calvin Clifton Bag-

well, Darrell Baker, 
Kathy Baker Wesson, 
Susan Baker Tate, 
our Queen Guine-
vere in our Senior 
Play, “Camelot”, Sha-
ron Bandy Smith, 
Ruth Barham, James 
Barnes, Jr., James 
Beene, Roy Bonner, 
Karen Elaine Brant-
ley, R.L. “Raleigh” 
Bridges, Ronnie 
Brown, Wanda Brown 
Maxey, Ricky Carroll, 
Johnny Conville, Jim-
my Farrington, Billy 
Gibson, Jim Gore, 
Ricky Griggs, James 
Harris, Greg Haynes, 
Susan Holmes Hud-
geons, Teddy Mad-
den, Gloria Manning, 
Ruth McConnell, 
Ted Miller, Christen 
Moore-Decker, Glo-
ria Jean Oliver, Gary 
Pickett, James Rader, 
Carolyn Rhymes Riv-
ers, Johnny Robin-
son, Gaylon Wayne 
Sanders, Kilroy Scott, 
Jacy Shockley, Tom-
my Slack, our King 
Arthur in “Camelot”, 
Allen Sterling, Don-
na Taylor Smith, and 
Gloria Washington.

These next five 

classmates did not 
graduate with us be-
cause they got mar-
ried and did not re-
turn to school:

Jeanie Keene Mill-
er, Kay Martin Roper, 
Debbie Ragus Fields, 
Rita Sewell Vaughan, 
and Karen Tripp Cot-
trell.

As everyone en-
joyed their meal, 
our yearbooks were 
passed around to 
be signed again...50 
years later! What fun 

it was to sit and read 
these that evening in 
the quietness of our 
own homes!

Prizes were given 
for the one who trav-
eled the farthest and 
the oldest: Dennis 
Beavers traveled far-
ther and Barry Bar-
nard is our oldest...if 
Billy Wayne Thurman 
had attended, he is 
our oldest classmate!

After we finished 
our meal, we exited 
the restaurant and 

gathered outside. As I 
released the balloons, 
they began singing 
our Alma Mater! It 
was a beautiful sound 
as the balloons slowly 
faded out of sight...
without hitting any 
powerlines. It was the 
most comforting way 
to end a wonderful 
gathering of class-
mates!

Randy Kirkley was 
burdened with about 
seven phones tak-
ing a group picture 

or more with each 
phone! Bless his heart 
for undertaking this 
mission of kindness 
and patience.

At homecoming 
each year, the class-
mates from the pre-
vious years ending 
in that number walk 
across the field. This 
year, all “2s” are rec-
ognized and honored! 
So we hope to gather 
and see you all before 
6 p.m. at homecom-
ing in October!

(The Center Square) — 
The Louisiana Mid-Con-
tinent Oil and Gas Asso-
ciation has signed onto a 
letter with dozens of other 
industry trade organiza-
tions to urge President 
Joe Biden to visit domes-
tic energy facilities ahead 
of his scheduled trip to 
Saudi Arabia next month.

“Before you board Air 
Force One for the Middle 
East, we hope you will 
consider taking another 
look at made-in-America 
energy,” the letter states. 
“We would be honored 
to show you how our in-
dustry is involved in every 
step of the energy pro-
cess, from fuel pumps to 
critical product delivery 
infrastructure to produc-
tion zones across our vast 
nation.”

LMOGA is among 28 
oil and gas association 
that urged Biden in a let-
ter on Thursday to visit 
places like the Marcellus 
Shale in Pennsylvania, 

the Gulf of Mexico, Texas’ 
Permian Basin and other 
key American energy-
producing sites, “which 
together launched the 
American energy revolu-
tion that ended decades 
of U.S. energy scarcity and 
growing dependence on 
foreign governments.”

Biden is scheduled to 
travel to the Middle East 
in mid-July to discuss “en-
suring global energy and 
food security” and other 
issues with various Arab 
leaders in Saudi Arabia.

The trip has drawn 
fierce criticism from Re-
publican leaders in Con-
gress who have relent-
lessly pointed to how the 
administration’s domes-
tic energy policies are 
making life difficult for 
middle-class Americans.

“Biden, you do not 
need to go to Saudi Ara-
bia to find a way to pro-
duce more energy. It’s 
right here in America!” 
U.S. Rep. Steve Scalise, 

R-Louisiana, said in a re-
cent press conference. “In 
fact, you can go less than 
1,000 miles to Port Four-
chon, Louisiana – in my 
district – the hub of drill-
ing in the Gulf of Mexico, 
where Biden shut down 
production on American 
lands, shut down Ameri-
can energy.”

Louisiana’s Republican 
U.S. Rep. Garrett Graves 
has also pushed legisla-
tion to prohibit federal 
funds spent on presiden-
tial travel to OPEC coun-
tries if the government 
doesn’t hold multiple oil 
and gas lease sales in the 
U.S.

The Biden administra-
tion has also drawn litiga-
tion from attorneys gen-
eral of numerous states 
over canceled oil and 
gas lease sales on federal 
lands.

The letter to Biden from 
the oil and gas industry 
highlights how it has “cre-
ated millions of good-

paying U.S. jobs, worked 
to shrink our environ-
mental footprint, boosted 
economic growth, funded 
conservation in every U.S. 
county and transformed 
entire states — as the 
Marcellus did, turning 
Pennsylvania into a pow-
erhouse of natural gas.”

“U.S. energy reserves – 
produced to among the 
highest environmental 
standards in the world 
– are the answer in the 
global quest for reliable 
energy supplies,” the let-
ter reads. “American en-
ergy bolsters U.S. com-
petitiveness and national 
security and brings eco-
nomic opportunity to ev-
ery corner of America.”

“Your trip to Saudi Ara-
bia next month is impor-
tant on a number of … 
fronts, including boost-
ing global energy supply,” 
the letter concluded. “Yet 
American-made energy 
solutions are beneath our 
feet and we urge you to 

reconsider the immense 
potential of U.S. oil and 
natural gas resources 
— that are the envy of 
the world — to benefit 
American families, the 
U.S. economy and our na-
tional security.”

The letter comes 
about a week after Biden 
penned a letter to U.S. oil 
producers demanding 
they take more action to 
remedy sky-high energy 
costs, alleging domestic 
producers and the war in 
Ukraine are to blame. The 
Biden administration has 
also sought to label the 
problem “Putin’s price 
hike,” in reference to the 
Russian leader’s invasion 
of Ukraine.

“At a time of war — 
historically high refin-
ery profit margins be-
ing passed directly onto 
American families are 
not acceptable,” Biden 
wrote. “Companies must 
take immediate actions 
to increase the supply of 

gasoline, diesel and other 
refined product.”

The American Petro-
leum Institute, one of 
the groups that signed 
onto the letter to Biden 
on Thursday, countered 
Biden’s demands with a 
letter to the president last 
week outlining 10 steps 
the Biden administration 
and Congress should take 
to tackle the energy crisis.

“While we appreciate 
the opportunity to open 
increased dialogue with 
the White House, the ad-
ministration’s misguided 
policy agenda shifting 
away from domestic oil 
and natural gas have 
compounded inflation-
ary pressures and added 
headwinds to companies’ 
daily efforts to meet grow-
ing energy needs while 
reducing emissions,” 
Mike Sommers, Ameri-
can Petroleum Institute 
CEO, wrote to Biden last 
Wednesday.



Louis “Lou” LoConte
Graveside services for Louis “Lou” LoConte will be 

held Tuesday, June 28, 2022, at 10:00 a.m. at Minden 

Cemetery in Minden, Louisiana under the direction of 

Rose-Neath Funeral Home in Minden, Louisiana. Of-

ficiating will be Rev. Paul Michanczyk. 

Lou was born September 13, 1926, in Boston, Massa-

chusetts and entered into rest June 22, 2022, in Austin, 

Texas. Lou served his country in the Unites States Air 

Force. He was a B-52 test pilot, an engineer and a busi-

nessman. He and his wife were owners of a floral shop 
in Minden.

He was preceded in death by his wife Charlie 
Crutsinger LoConte. 

He is survived by his daughters, Amanda Michanc-
zyk and husband Curt of Ruidoso, New Mexico and 
Paula Jane Frazier and husband Clay of Austin, Texas, 
six grandchildren and six great-grandchildren.

Rose-Neath Funeral Home 
211 Murrell Street

Minden, Louisiana 71055 
(318) 377-3412 
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Louisiana lawmakers have until July 
16 to decide to hold possible veto 

override session

Linda Krouse
Graveside services for Linda 

Krouse will be officiated by Greg 
Lee at 10:00 on Tuesday, June 28, 
2022 at Germantown Cemetery.  
Family will receive friends from 
5:00 to 7:00 on Monday, June 27, 
2022 at Rose Neath Funeral Home 
in Minden.

Linda Sue Krouse was born Oc-
tober 1, 1944 to Sue Aline Underwood.  She grew up 
in Mount Vernon, Texas and loved her daddy, Bill Gill.  
She moved to Minden, Louisiana in the 1960s.  She 
lived a hard life raising her children as well as caring 
for those around her.  She loved sewing, cooking, and 
babies.  She was a hardworking, simple living woman 
who earned a doctorate in country living.

Linda attended church at the Christian Church at 
Minden and her church family was very important 
to her.  She loved the Lord and could often be found 
reading her Bible.  Her favorite Bible verse was Mat-
thew 22:39…“you should love your neighbor as your-
self.”  She could often be heard saying how much better 
the world would be if people only followed this simple 

commandment.  
Linda loved the pictures of family that adorned her 

walls.  She loved her family fiercely and they all brought 
her great pride and joy.  She never thought the house 
had enough wall space for her pictures.  In her last days 
she often commented on her pictures and they brought 
her great comfort.  The walls of the mansion the Lord 
has prepared for her are almost certainly already full 
of pictures.

She was preceded in death by her husband of 44 
years, Earl Ray Krouse, son David Earl Krouse, par-
ents Bill and Sue Gill, brother-in-law Nicky Young, and 
niece Melanie Beak.  She is survived by her daughter 
Delana Hammontree and her husband Willie, grand-
son Christopher Hammontree, great grandson Benton 
David Hammontree, and twin sisters Brenda Young 
and Sandra Griggs, brother-in law Johnny Griggs, nu-
merous nieces and nephews, and special friend Doro-
thy Grant.  The family wants to thank the caregivers at 
Regional Hospice, especially nurse Laura.  In lieu of 
flowers, please consider supporting Linda’s favorite or-
ganization, the Joe LeBlanc Food Pantry.

Rose-Neath Funeral Home 
211 Murrell Street 

Minden, Louisiana 71055 
(318) 377-3412

(The Center Square) — 
The Louisiana Conserva-
tive Caucus is calling for 
a veto override session 
to “correct the governor’s 
unilateral actions.”

The caucus, which rep-
resents 42 members in 
the state House, is push-
ing for votes to override 
many of the nearly two 
dozen bills from the 2022 
regular session that Gov. 
John Bel Edwards vetoed 
in recent weeks.

“The Legislature rep-
resents the will of the 
people in Louisiana,” said 
Rep. Rhonda Butler, R-
Turkey Creek, a founding 
member of the conserva-
tive caucus. “Overriding 
the vetoes is not about 
politics; it’s about checks 
and balances and serving 
the people who elected us 
to be their voice in Baton 
Rouge.”

Several bills vetoed by 
Edwards gained broad 
support from both Dem-
ocrats and Republicans 
during the regular ses-
sion, including two bills 
to create education sav-
ings accounts backed by 
the Pelican Institute.

Edwards rejected both 

Senate Bill 203, to create 
education savings ac-
counts for students who 
are struggling to read in 
public schools that par-
ents could have used to 
find better educational 
options, as well as House 
Bill 194, which would 
have done the same for 
students with disabilities.

The bills were among 
numerous ESA bills con-
sidered in the recent leg-
islative session that would 
have allowed parents to 
use about $5,500 in state 
funding to pursue private 
schools or to use for edu-
cational expenses like tu-
tors, textbooks and other 
materials to learn from 
home.

Edwards opposed both 
bills because they “would 
potentially divert Mini-
mum Foundation Pro-
gram funds (state educa-
tion funding) for students 
to attend non-public 
schools,” and alleged they 
would “allow the children 
of wealthy parents to at-
tend private schools sub-
sidized by taxpayer dol-
lars,” according to his veto 
message.

Supporters of the bills 

noted repeatedly in com-
mittee hearings that lo-
cal and federal educa-
tion funds would remain 
when ESA students leave, 
which would result in 
more per-pupil funding 
for those schools.

Edwards also alleged a 
lack of accountability to 
parents and the public, 
despite measures in the 
bills designed to monitor 
education providers and 
funding.

With HB 194, Edwards 
argued “the bill does not 
clearly provide for the 
students who may qualify 
for this program.

“I believe that the bill 
is simply too broad in its 
application to all students 
with exceptionalities,” 
he wrote. “Given this ex-
pansive definition, there 
will be too many students 
eligible for this program 
at too great a cost to the 
public school system.”

Other rejected bills in-
clude measures to require 
a supplemental annual 
canvas of voters, increase 
penalties for crimes 
against law enforcement, 
prevent discrimination 
based on vaccine status, 

improve the system for 
challenging tax assess-
ments, track persons con-
victed of manufacturing 
methamphetamine, and 
protect churches from 
unfair emergency decla-
rations, among others.

Legislators have until 
July 16 to decide on a veto 
override session, with bal-
lots going out to lawmak-
ers on July 1, Louisiana 
Radio Network reports.

Rep. Jack McFarland, 
R-Winnfield, chairman of 
the conservative caucus, 
told the news site Repub-
licans aren’t the only ones 
calling for a veto override 
session.

Constituents “are call-
ing their legislators and 
saying I had interest in 
this bill, I came to the 
Capitol, I advocated for 
it,” he said. “If you go 
back and look at some of 
this legislation that was 
vetoed, it got Republican 
and Democrat support, 
these aren’t just bills that 
Republicans and Demo-
crats supported individu-
ally.”

GOVERNMENT



The secret of happiness 
has been found at the State 
Capitol.

Spend an extra $3 billion.
“Quite frankly I am very 

happy with the way the ses-
sion turned out,” Gov. John 
Bel Edwards said.

Senate President Page Cor-
tez, of Lafayette, added his 
rumination on good-govern-
ment spending.

“We paid down debts that 
we owed,” Cortez told this 
newspaper in an interview. 
“We paid almost every fed-
eral cost share that we owed. 
We paid off every judgment. 
The (Wall Street) rating 
agencies have given us an 
increased rating because of 
that.

“We put money against the 
UAL (unfunded accrued li-
ability of pension systems). 
We put money into deferred 
maintenance for colleges 

and universities as well as 
state buildings, the ‘rainy 
day’ fund.

“We’ve checked about 
every box you could check 
from a good government fi-
nancing perspective.”

Ah, three or four billion 
more dollars, and govern-
ment is good, real good.

Other members of the 
Legislature weighed in with 
this chorus of approval. 
Even those who are most 
loudly proclaimed, by them-
selves, as fiscal conservatives 
seemed content to point out 
that they have brought home 
the bacon for the good folks 
back home.

From the Superdome to 
the Cajundome, from In-
terstate 10 in Baton Rouge 
to Interstate 49 in Lafayette, 
from New Orleans’ Sewerage 
& Water Board to the west 
bank’s soccer fields and the 

Comite River Diversion Ca-
nal in north Baton Rouge — 
everybody who was anybody 
got a cut.

Far be it from us to rain on 
the spending parade, wheth-
er it is good politics or bad.

We supported many of the 
things that Cortez listed as 
positive, and overall we are 
pleased that one-time mon-
ey was largely spent on proj-
ects, including politically 
popular roads and bridges, 
instead of expanded operat-
ing costs.

But let’s not forget — or 
forgive — the loads of bad-
government spending that 
went into the budget that 
made Edwards and others 
“very happy.”

We see the internal politics 
of the budget in the Legis-
lature as not that much dif-
ferent from the bad ol’ days, 
with millions spent on pork-

barrel projects.
By one count, at least $100 

million was given over to 
old-fashioned pork-barrel 
local projects — and because 
there were several appropri-
ating bills, and a gusher of 
federal funds to be parceled 
out in the state budget, that 
total may be very conserva-
tive when all is accounted 
for.

Much of it is abetted by key 
players like Senate Finance 
Committee chairman Bodi 
White of suburban Baton 
Rouge, who put in $1 million 
for the breakaway “city of St. 
George” in the capital city. 
That’s been blocked in court. 
But what does that matter 
when you have the power 
to use the state’s money to 
write a check, without there 
even being a bank account in 
which to deposit it?

Politics of the old days, in 

the “good government” Re-
publican Legislature.

“I completely understand 
why they have these pork 
projects,” said Steven Pro-
copio, president of the Pub-
lic Affairs Research Council 
of Louisiana. “You’re deliv-
ering something that’s good 
for your community. But it’s 
about using political influ-
ence to get as much for your 
constituents as possible. 
They could put money into 
the early childhood educa-
tion trust fund or paying 
down retirement debt. All of 
this would make budgeting 
easier in the future.”

In other words, political 
short-term thinking remains 
a way of life in the State Cap-
itol. Good government with 
an asterisk, or is that a series 
of dollar signs next to Legis-
lature 2022?
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EDITORIAL ROUNDUP

The Advocate: It’s back to the future for free-spending legislators

VANCE GINN, PH.D. 
AND NATHAN EVENHAR
Special to the Minden Press-Herald

“We’ve had two quarters: 
1.5% decline in GDP, that’s 
actually done the first quar-
ter, and this quarter now is 
estimated by the Atlanta Fed 
as being very, very close to 
zero,” economist Art Laf-
fer told Fox Business. “If it 
comes in negative, that will 
be the two quarters in a row 
– that would be the defini-
tion of recession.”

With the economy stag-
nating and inflation soar-
ing, stagflation is here for 
the first time since the Great 
Inflation of the 1970s be-
cause of bad policies out of 
Washington. A recession 
is inevitable as the govern-
ment-inflated “boom” busts 
– and we could already be in 
one. But pro-growth policies 
would help ease the pain.

The pandemic prompted 
irresponsible and record-
breaking deficit spending by 
Congress, pumping in mas-
sive “stimulus” funds that 
raised the national debt by 
$6 trillion to $30 trillion, or 
about $90,000 owed by every 
American.

And President Joe Biden 
has also been on a regula-
tory spree. His administra-
tion has finalized 360 rules 
through June 17 with a cost 
of about $215 billion, ac-
cording to the American 
Action Forum. Compared 
to the same time since its in-
auguration, the Trump ad-

ministration completed 367 
rules at an economic cost of 
$1.2 billion.

Those bad policies by Con-
gress and the Biden admin-
istration have been a major 
reason why the economy 
is stagnating, with negative 
growth in the first quarter 
of 2022 and likely little to no 
growth in the second quar-
ter. And the Fed purchasing 
that debt and printing too 
much money to chase too 
few goods resulted in a 40-
year high in inflation.

This stagflation affects em-
ployers and workers.

Firms now can hold less 
inventory for the same 
amount they paid previous-
ly, which reduces their prof-
itability and causes them to 
increase prices, cut costs, 
or reduce output to keep 
up with inflation. And con-
sumers have less purchasing 
power.

Workers and employ-
ers must then reduce their 
spending and investment, 
respectively. With workers 
producing less, productivity 
declined at the fastest rate 
since 1947, contributing to 
why inflation-adjusted av-
erage hourly earnings are 
down substantially over the 
last year.

Another issue is that 
safety-net programs were 
increased without work re-
quirements during and since 
the pandemic. Those pro-
grams included expanding 
Medicaid, increasing child 
tax credits, and enhancing 

unemployment insurance 
payments. This has created 
even more dependency on 
government.

And these expansions of 
government contributed 
to soaring deficit-spending 
with a 25% increase in the 
national debt in just the past 
two years. These handouts 
also encouraged people not 
to work because they would 
lose more in payments than 
they would receive from 
working. There are now 5.5 
million more unfilled jobs 
than unemployed workers.

In order to reduce the pain 
of the inevitable recession, 
Congress ought to adopt 
pro-growth policies, similar 
to those between 2017-2019. 
These policies included a 
concerted effort to reduce 
onerous regulations and to 
pass the Tax Cuts and Jobs 
Act. They contributed to the 
U.S. records of the lowest 
poverty rate (across most 
demographics) and the 
highest inflation-adjusted 
median household income.

But excessive spending 
was an important factor that 
was missed then because 
Congress spent too much. 
If Congress just reined in 
spending to no more than 
population growth plus in-
flation, as outlined in the 
Foundation’s Responsible 
American Budget (RAB), the 
$20 trillion increase in the 
national debt over the last 
20 years would instead have 
been a nearly $3 trillion sur-
plus.

This would have meant 
more money in Americans’ 
pocket and more economic 
growth from lower interest 
rates and less debt for the 
Fed to purchase to create 
inflation. Which is why the 
Fed also needs a monetary 
rule, which would call for 
it to have a much smaller 
balance sheet to reduce the 
quantity of money and a 
much higher federal funds 
rate target.

Historically, the federal 
funds rate target must be as 
high or higher than the rate 
of inflation. With the latest 
inflation rate being 8.6% and 
the federal funds rate target 
being in a range of only 1.5%-
1.75%, the rate target should 
be much higher. While this 
would likely result in a quick 
and deep recession, this is 
necessary given the govern-
ment-inflated boom that 
must now bust.

Bad policies have driven 
this government failure 
that’s making the situation 
worse before it gets better. 
For the sake of Americans, 
let’s end them now, because 
more government isn’t the 
solution.

Vance Ginn, Ph.D., is the chief 
economist at the Texas Public 

Policy Foundation, and formerly 
served as the associate director 
for economic policy of the White 

House’s Office of Management and 
Budget, 2019-2020. Nathan Evenhar 

is a research associate at the 
Texas Public Policy Foundation.

OTHER OPINION

What storms teach us

Student loan debt forgiveness won’t solve anything

Storms, like the ones that 
are sweeping our nation, 
remind us that we are not 
in control of our own situa-
tions or of the world at large. 

Sometimes we get caught 
up in the feeling that we call 
the shots. It’s important for 
us to know that we are not in 
control of very much.

Whatever happens to an-
other can happen to us. To 
think not is to be naive.

The only thing we are in 
control of, to any degree, 
is our attitude. We do have 
the power to choose our at-
titude, though it may take all 
of the raw courage, grit and 
tenacity to keep on keeping 
on and to maintain an opti-
mistic spirit in the midst of 
an emotional storm.

Although tornadoes can 
strengthen us, I pray that I 
never have to go through 
that kind of devastation.

What happens to us -- 
happens to all of us, at some 
point, to some degree.

It’s how we accept and as-
similate these events that 
make the difference.

Whenever my surround-
ings become too quiet, too 
peaceful, whenever there 
are no bumps in the road to 
knock me off my feet and to 
upset my equilibrium, I hold 
my breath, as it’s always qui-
etest before  the storm.

Because my life has been 
o r c h e s -
trated by 
need, by 
c o n s t a n t 
c h a n g e , 
by having 
the rugs 
j e r k e d 
out from 
u n d e r 
my feet 
c o n t i n u -
ally from 
my early 
c h i l d -

hood, when I lost my father 
at the age of 10 and later 
ended up in an orphanage 
to the present time, I’ve nev-
er had the luxury of feeling I 
was in control of my life.

I feel that there may be 
some people who do oc-
casionally feel that we are 

“masters of our own fate, 
captains of our own soul, to 
paraphrase a famous writer.

We are in control of little, 
only of our attitude, and 
even that is enhanced by our 
belief that God is in control.

Perhaps knowing this is 
why I’ve been spared the 
trauma of being in a fire 
of seeing my possessions 
blown away.

Or perhaps my tornado 
may be just around the cor-
ner. I know I’m not in con-
trol of our circumstances.

This attitude may be why 
I obsessively make up my 
thank you list out each night 
before   going to sleep. Per-
haps this is my effort to 
hedge in my blessings as I 
know the trauma of losing 
the dearest to my heart, of 
leaving own home, when I 
went in an orphanage as a 
young child.

Pain shapes our attitudes.
The only control we have 

is how we accept adversity.
For me, my strength has 

come from looking for the 
best in all situations, of al-

lowing the pain to fuel my 
drive, to steer me to my 
present goals because I’ve 
learned the deeper one goes 
the higher one flies!

I have also learned not to 
accept no for an answer. I’m 
setting my own goals, not 
asking permission. I’ve been 
committed to an alchemy of 
doing whatever it takes to 
will my dreams into a reality.

Perhaps it took been 
pushed into a corner the 
jumping-off place, to the 
very edge of our existence to 
developed this attitude.

At this age I’m grateful, be-
cause  I see each hard-knock 
as a stepping stone to my 
success, knowing I’m one 
step closer to my goal.

However I know where my 
breaking point is.

Had I not put God in my 
life I can only imagine where 
I would be today.

Without Him I can do 
nothing!

Contact Sarah at sarahp9957@
aol.com

SARAH 
HUDSON-
PIERCE
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Taking a swing at state

Dunkin’ Dogs, Techsters, GSU represented on all-state hoops squads
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 COURTESY PHOTOS
Pictured is the Minden 11U All-Stars baseball team, won their district tourney last week and will be headed to 
play in the USSAA state tournament in Monroe from July 8-10. That tournament will consist of an eight-team, 
double-elimination bracket. 

The Minden All-Stars 11U baseball team is pictured after defeating Blanchard in the 
district title game to earn a berth in the state tournament. From left to the right on the 
bottom row: Cason Gibson, Kaiden Kinsey, Davis Powell, Jaxon Branch, Craten Ware, 
Sawyer Harris. From left to right on the middle row areWeston Duck, Ryder Malone, 
Andrew Locke, Brayden Watkins, Holden Williams, Noah Smith. And from left to right on 
the top row are Coaches Steven Williams, Marcus Gibson and Greg Powell.

T. SCOTT BOATRIGHT
Minden Press-Herald

The Minden 11U 
All-Stars are mov-
ing on after defeating 
Blanchard for the dis-
trict title last week.

Next up for the team 
is a berth in the state 
tournament to be 
played on July 8-10 in 
Monroe.

Minden went 10-2 
on the season, defeat-
ing the Blanchard All-
Stars 9-3 and 12-0 on 
Thursday to capture 
the district title.

A majority of the 
team went to a state 
tourney playing 8U 
baseball when they 
finished third.

“We lost that 8U 
state tourney game 
to the team that won 
state,” said Marcus 
Gibson, one of the 
team’s coaches. “This 
is our first time back 
in the Dixie tourney 
since 8U.” 

A hard-hitting and 
high scoring team, 
Minden has outscored 

Louisiana Tech 
football gets  

preseason notice
Minden Press-Herald Sports Service

RUSTON — Louisiana Tech football picked 
up more preseason honors for the 2022 season 
with ten selections from nine players named to 
the Phil Steele Preseason All-Conference USA 
teams. 

 The Bulldogs picked up four second-team 
selections in linebacker Tyler Grubbs, safety 
BeeJay Williamson, and Smoke Harris who was 
picked at wide receiver and punt returner. Of-
fensive lineman Joshua Mote and Dakota White 
along with cornerback Myles Brooks and kicker 
Jacob Barnes were named to the third team, 
while cornerback Cedric Woods and kick re-
turner Solomon Lewis were named to the fourth 
team.

 Grubbs, a two-time All-Conference USA and 
All-Louisiana selection has started all 22 of his 
games as a Bulldog and led the team in total tack-
les (99 and 97) in each of his first two seasons. 

 Williamson earned All-Conference USA hon-
orable mention honors for his play last season 
while appearing in all 12 games during the 2021 
campaign, including 11 starts at safety. He fin-
ished third on the team in total tackles (52), 
including 2.5 tackles for loss, and a team-best 
three interceptions and two forced fumbles.

 Harris, another All-Conference USA selection 
and All-Louisiana selection last season made 
nine starts at wide receiver while appearing in 
all 12 games as Tech’s most explosive threat on 
offense and special teams finishing second in 
all-purpose yards (955) during 2021. 

 Mote, an Oak Grove, product, has started his 
last 22 games at left guard for the Bulldogs in-
cluding all 12 contests during 2021 earning him 
All-Conference USA honorable mention honors 
for the second straight season. 

 White, alongside Mote, helped the Bulldog’s 
offensive front at right tackle appearing in all 12 
games during the 2021 season including four 
starts, and has been a regular contributor at the 
tackle position appearing in 20 games in his first 
two seasons with the Bulldogs.

Brooks, a newcomer to the Bulldog defense, 
transfers in from Stephen F. Austin where he reg-
istered 65 total tackles, including 28 solo, during 
his 31 career games for SFA.

Barnes, a 2020 Lou Groza semifinalist and 
2022 Athlon preseason honoree, is a perfect 72-
72 in career PATs including a 39-39 2021 cam-
paign while also connecting on 80.9 percent of 
his field goals with a long of 47 yards last season. 

Woods has started all 22 of his games with the 
Bulldogs in his first two seasons at cornerback, 
including 10 as a true freshman during the 2020 
campaign earning a spot on Conference-USA’s 
All-Freshman Team.

Lewis racked up 251 yards on 10 kick returns, 
including a 126-yard effort on four returns at Old 
Dominion with a season-long 61-yard return. 

Minden 11U All-Stars to vie for La. title on July 8-10 in Monroe

its opponents 108-36 
so far.

“The core of these 
guys have been play-
ing together since 
they were on the 
11U All-Star team, 
so this is their fourth 
season playing to-

gether,” Gibson said. 
“They’ve worked hard 
and know each other 
well. A lot of them go 
to school together at 
Glenbrook.

“Because they’ve 
been together so long, 
they know how to 

feed off of each other 
and talk each other 
up and get every-
body focused. They’re 
best friends and look 
forward to baseball 
season so they can 
see each other more. 
They’re like family.”

 COURTESY PHOTOS
Louisiana Tech’s Kenneth Lofton (left), averaged 16.5 points per game and recorded 28 double-digit scoring games last season while 
Keijuana Walker (2 right) led the Techsters in scoring this past season with 18.9 points per game last season while Anna Larr Roberson 
added 15.2 points and 8.5 rebounds per game while posting nine double-doubles.

Minden Press-Herald Sports Service

RUSTON — Louisiana 
TeLouisiana Tech and 
Grambling State earned 
solid respect with play-
ers earning spots on 
All-Louisiana college 
basketball teams as se-
lected by the Louisiana 
Sports Writers Associa-
tion.

Louisiana Tech has a 
pair of players named 
as first-team selections 
— Kenneth Lofton Jr. 
for the Bulldogs and 
Keijuana Walker for the 
Lady Techsters while 
Anna Larr Robinson 
earned second team ac-
colades on the women’s 
team.

Grambling’s Alexus 
Holt also earned sec-
ond-team honors on 
the women’s All-Louisi-
ana Tech.

LSU’s Kim Mulkey 
was named the state 
women’s Coach of the 
Year while Stacy Hol-
lowell was named the 
men’s Coach of the Year.

Lofton finished his 
sophomore season 
averaging 16.5 points 
per game (fifth most in 
Conference USA), hav-
ing recorded 28 double-
digit scoring games as 
well as 10 20-point per-
formances while shoot-
ing 53.9 percent from 
the field (second best in 
Conference USA).

His top scoring games 
came in the non-con-
ference when he tal-
lied a career-high 36 
points at NC State and 

then followed that up 
two games later with 
31 points in a victory at 
Santa Clara.  Both ef-
forts earned him C-USA 
Player of the Week hon-
ors.

He  also averaged a 
league-best 10.5 re-
bounds per game, 
which ranks 10th in the 
country.  He ended up 
totaling 17 double-dou-
bles, eighth most in the 
country and the most 
by a Bulldog since Paul 
Millsap (2005-06).

Lofton, who ranked 
20th in the country 
in player efficiency, 
amassed 347 rebounds 
on the season, the 10th 
most in program histo-
ry.  He also finished with 
the second-most assists 
(91) and steals (38) on 
the team while also an-
choring the squad with 
24 blocks.   

Other accolades 
earned by the Port Ar-

thur, Texas native this 
season include Loui-
siana Major College 
Player of the Year, First 
Team All-Conference 
USA, NABC First Team 
All-District 11, C-USA 
All-Tournament Team 
and Naismith Trophy 
Midseason Team.

He was a Second 
Team All-Louisiana se-
lection as a freshman. 

Walker, an All-Con-
ference USA first-team 
selection from Lonoke, 
Arkansas, led the Tech-
sters in scoring this past 
season with 18.9 ppg on 
42.8 percent shooting 
while scoring in double 
figures in 32 of her 33 
games. She scored 20 or 
more points in 14 out-
ings, including a career-
high 32-point effort at 
Texas El Paso. 

She enjoyed a mile-
stone season for the 
Techsters this year sur-
passing career marks of 

1,000 points, 100 steals, 
100 assists, 100 charges 
taken, and 100 games 
played. 

On Jan. 9 against 
Southern Miss, she be-
came the 43rd member 
of the 1,000-point club 
and currently sits at 
No. 27 on the all-time 
Techsters scoring list 
with 1,403 career points 
passing the likes of Hall-
of-Famer Teresa Weath-
erspoon.

Walker also registered 
the fourth triple-dou-
ble in program history, 
joining Tasha Williams, 
Shantel Hardison, and 
Angela with a 27-point, 
15-rebound, 10-assist 
outing against Rice in a 
double-overtime thrill-
er. It was the first 25-15-
10 stat line in Techsters’ 
history.  

She was named the 
LSWA Player of the 
Week four times this 
season, the conference 

USA Player of the Week 
on Feb. 28, and was 
named to the 2022 Con-
ference USA All-Tour-
nament Team. 

Roberson finished the 
season averaging 15.2 
ppg and 8.5 rpg while 
posting nine double-
doubles. Her points per 
game ranked third in 
the conference, while 
her rebounds and dou-
ble-doubles ranked sec-
ond.

She shot 52.0 percent 
from the floor, good for 
No. 3 in C-USA and was 
second in the league in 
free-throw percentage 
at 83.8 percent. 

The Cedar Creek 
(Ruston) product 
scored in double figures 
in 28 of her 32 games 
this season, including 
her historical career-
high performance of 44 
points in the double-
overtime win against 
Rice on 20-28 shooting. 

Her 44-point night is 
the fifth-highest single-
game scoring output in 
program history, while 
her 20 made field goals 
tied a program record 
set in 1975 by Belinda 
Jones.

Roberson was also 
named Conference USA 
and LSWA Player of the 
Week Monday, Mar. 7, 
after averaging 25 points 
and seven rebounds in 
two wins over ODU and 
UAB. She also picked up 
a Conference USA All-
Tournament selection 
back in March.

Holt played in all 30 
games for GSU. She av-
eraged 36.6 minutes, 
while contributing 17.0 
points, 5.3 rebounds, 
3.5 assists and 2.0 steals 
per game. In addi-
tion, she connected on 
nearly 41 percent of her 
shots from the floor and 
74.2 percent from the 
foul line.
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FUN & GAMES

CRYPTOQUIP SUDOKU

SAM AND SILO | JERRY DUMAS

MOTHER GOOSE & GRIMM | MIKE PETERS

HI AND LOIS | BRIAN WALKER, GREG WALKER AND CHANCE BROWNE

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE | CHRIS BROWNE

BEETLE BAILEY | MORT & GREG WALKER

FUNKY WINKERBEAN | TOM BATIUK

BLONDIE | DEAN YOUNG AND JOHN MARSHALL

COMICS 

CROSSWORD 

FUN 
& 

GAMES
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Classifieds
PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!
classifieds@press-herald.com

ADVERTISEMENT 
FOR BIDS

Notice is hereby given 
that the Webster Par-
ish School Board will 
receive sealed bids 
from LA licensed 
general contrac-
tors until 2:00 P.M., 
Wednesday July 27, 
2022, for:

JOB #2022-04 A 
NEW COMPLEX FOR

MINDEN HIGH 
SCHOOL SOFTBALL
MINDEN, LOUISIANA

Bids will be accepted 
until the date and time 
specified and will be 
publicly opened and 
read aloud at that time 
in the School Board’s 
Office, 1442 Shep-
pard Street, Minden, 
Louisiana 71055.  All 
submittal packages 
will be stamped or 
marked to acknowl-
edge timely receipt.  
Sole responsibility 
for proper mailing or 
delivery of any bid in 
compliance with this 
advertisement is that 
of the bidder.  Bids 
received after the date 
and time of opening 
will not be considered.

A non-mandatory 
Pre-bid Conference 
will be held at 10:00 
A.M. on Wednesday 
July 13, 2022 at 
the Webster Parish 
School Board office: 
1442 Sheppard St., 
Minden, Louisiana 
71055. Bidders must 
check in at the office.

All bids must be 
accompanied by 
bid security equal 
to five percent (5%) 
of the base bid and 
all alternates and 
must be in the form 
of a certified check, 
cashier’s check or 
bid bond written by 
a company licensed 
to do business in the 
State of Louisiana.

Complete bid 
documents may be 
obtained from Yeager, 
Watson & Associ-
ates, LLC, 118 S. 
Trenton St., Ruston, 
LA  71270-4432, 
(318) 202-5708, upon 
receipt of deposit 
of $100.00 for each 
set of documents.  
The deposit is fully-
refundable to all plan 
holders upon return 
of the documents, in 
good condition, no 
later than fifteen (15) 
days after receipt of 
bids.  The deposits 
for all other sets of 
documents will not 
be refunded. Bid-
related materials and 
electronic submittal 
of bids may be found 
at: WWW.CENTRAL-
BIDDING.COM.  For 
questions relating to 
the electronic bidding 
process, please call 
Central Bidding at 
(225) 810-4814.  Elec-
tronic bid documents 
are also available 
for a purchase price 
of $20 from the 
architect’s office or 
by membership to 
following Plan Rooms: 
LAGC, ConstructCon-
nect, Dodge, or ISqFt.

The Webster Parish 
School Board is an 
equal opportunity 
agency dedicated to a 
policy of non-discrim-
ination regarding Title 
VI, the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, Title IX, 
and Section 504 of 
the Rehabilitation Act 
of 1973.

The Webster Par-
ish School Board 
reserves the right to 
reject any and all bids.

/s/ Johnny Rowland                 
/t/ Johnny Rowland, 
Secretary Treasurer
Webster Parish 
School Board

June 28, 2022
July 5, 2022
July 12, 2022
Minden Press-Herald

NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby 
given, pursuant to 
article IV, section 21 
(D) (1) of the Louisi-
ana Constitution, that 
on June 20, 2022, 

Classified line ads are published Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday in the Minden Press-Herald, Bossier Press-Tribune and online at www.press.herald.com

Classified
Rates
Pricing is easy!

$7.75
Per Day - Up to 20 words! 

Aditional words are only 30 
cents more!

Garage Sales
No word limit.

$11
One Day

$16.50
Two Days

Receive a FREE Garage 
Sale Kit with your two day 

ad!

* Garage Sale ads must be 
prepaid.

Deadlines

Ads
Line ads and display ads must 

be submitted by noon two 
days before publication. 

Public Notices
Public notices must be sub-

mitted two days prior to 
publication date depending 

on the length. Notices may be 
emailed to classifieds@press-

herald.com

Payments
Cash Checks, Billing

Real Estate Notice
“All real estate advertised 
here is subject to the Fed-

eral Fair Housing Act, which 
makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 

familial status, or national 
origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limita-
tion, or discrimination. We 
will not knowlingly accept 

any advertising for real estate, 
which is in violation of th 

elaw. All persons are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 

advertised are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

Grow
Your

Business
Call to place your ad!

PLACE
YOUR

AD
TODAY!
377-1866

EMPLOYMENT

Presbyte-
rian Village of 

Homer is hiring 
CNA’s all shifts, 
LPN’s all shifts, 

and weekend 
RN’s. For more 

information, 
please call 

(318)927-6133 
and ask for 

Alex Vansickle 
for RN/ LPN/ 
CNA applica-

tions.

Give your Pre-Schooler a Head Start!!!

The Head Start Center in your area is accepting applica-
tions for enrollment of children who will be 3 or 4 years of 
age on or before September 30th of this year. The Head 
Start Program has been recognized by the State of Loui-
siana for providing high quality services for all children, 
including children with disabilities.

For more information, you may call or visit:

Head Start Administration Office
111 Murrell Street
Minden, La 71055
318-377-7022
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DRIVERS

BOX TRUCK 
DELIVERY 

DRIVER New 
Higher Pay 

Scale !
Bill & Ralph’s 

Inc.
118 B & R 

Drive, Sarepta, 
La. 71071 
Accepting 

Applications 
For Box Truck 
Delivery Driver
Must have at 
least a Class 
D License. 
Training for 

CDL-A will be 
available, if 

interested, but 
not mandatory. 
Free Medical 
Insurance for 
Driver, Family 
Medical Insur-
ance available.

Dental and 
401K Benefits,

Hourly plus 
Incentive Pay,
Yearly Safety 
Bonus Pay,

Monthly 
Safety/ Per-

formance Pay. 
Apply at Bill & 

Ralph’s
Contact Mick-
ey Hodges at 
(318)539-2071
mickey.hodg-
es@billandral-

phs.com 

DELIVERY 
DRIVERS 

NEEDED New 
Higher Pay 

Scale !
Bill & Ralph’s 

Inc.
118 B & R 

Drive, Sarepta, 
La. 71071 Ac-
cepting Ap-

plications For 
Delivery Route 

Drivers with 
a CDL(Class 
A) Drivers 
License. 

Free Medical 
Insurance for 

Driver,
Family Medi-
cal Insurance 

available. 
Dental and 

401K Benefits, 
Hourly plus 

Incentive Pay, 
Yearly Safety 
Bonus Pay,

Monthly 
Safety/Perfor-

mance Pay. 
Apply at Bill & 

Ralph’s
Contact Mick-
ey Hodges at 
(318)539-2071
mickey.hodg-
es@billandral-

phs.com 

Entergy Louisiana, 
LLC (“ELL”) an electric 
public utility providing 
retail electric service 
to customers in fifty-
eight Parishes of the 
State of Louisiana, 
filed with the Louisiana 
Public Service Com-
mission (“LPSC” or 
the “Commission”) 
in LPSC Docket No. 
U-36350, First and 
Second Supplemental 
Applications request-
ing a Financing Order, 
a new Rider Financed 
Storm Cost V (“FSC 
V”) rider schedule, and 
a new Rider Storm 
Cost Offset V (“SCO 
V”) rider schedule, to 
implement various rate 
changes for recovery 
in rates of costs re-
lated to Hurricane Ida 
and Hurricanes Laura, 
Delta, and Zeta and 
Winter Storm Uri pur-
suant to Act No. 55 of 
the Louisiana Regular 
Session of 2007 (“Act 
55”), as supplemented 
by Act No. 293 of the 
Louisiana Legisla-
ture’s Regular Session 
of 2021 (together the” 
Restoration Law”).

In order to pursue fi-
nancing authorized by 
the Restoration Law, 
ELL and the Louisiana 
Utilities Restoration 
Corporation (“LURC” 
or “Corporation”) have 
requested that the 
Commission approve 
and authorize the 
Corporation to finance, 
through the issuance 
of system restora-
tion bonds, ELL’s 
system restoration 
costs associated with 
Hurricane Ida and 
Hurricanes Laura, 
Delta, and Zeta, and 
Winter Storm Uri and 
related relief under the 
Restoration Law. The 
Corporation and ELL 
have requested Com-
mission authorization 
for the issuance of 
system restoration 
bonds in one or more 
series in an aggregate 
principal amount 
equal to the sum of 
$1.658 billion of net 
system restoration 
costs, which includes 
carrying costs and un-
amortized debt costs 
on interim financing, 
and issuance costs.     

To finance these 
costs, ELL proposes to 
implement Rider FSC 
V Rates, on behalf of 
LURC, effective by 
billing on the first day 
of the first billing cycle 
of the next revenue 
month following the 
issuance date of the 
system restoration 
bonds.  Assuming 
system restoration 
bond issuance on 
December 19, 2022, 
Rider FSC V Rates 
will be implemented 
with the first billing 
cycle of January 2023.  
The Rider FSC V 
Rates, as periodically 
adjusted, will continue 
in effect until all sys-
tem restoration bonds 
shall have been paid 
in full and all financing 
costs of the system 
restoration bonds shall 
have been recovered 
in full.  ELL requests 
Commission determi-
nation that the calcula-
tion of the Rider FSC 
V Rates will apply 
to all rate classes, 
including any Special 
Contracted Rate 
customers and will 
be non-bypassable, 
which means that, 
with limited exception, 
all existing and future 
LPSC-jurisdictional 
ELL customers will be 
responsible for these 
charges.  

Other adjustments 
required to compen-
sate for certain costs 
or benefits relating to 
elements other than 
those relating to the 
financing transaction, 
including accumulated 
deferred income taxes 
and other savings 
pursuant to Restora-
tion Law Financing, 
are proposed to be 
reflected in the Rider 
SCO V.

If the Commission 
were to issue a financ-
ing order for the full 
amount requested 
by ELL and were 
it to adopt the rate 
design reflected in 

Riders FSCIV and 
SCOIV (pertaining 
to Hurricanes Laura, 
Delta, and Zeta and 
Winter Storm Uri): (1) 
the system restora-
tion charge, billed on 
behalf of the LURC, 
on the monthly electric 
bill through Rider FSC 
V for one of ELL’s 
LPSC-jurisdictional 
residential customers 
using 1,000 kWh is 
estimated at $5.37 
per month; (2) the first 
year’s Rider SCOV im-
posed on the monthly 
electric bill of one of 
its LPSC-jurisdictional 
residential custom-
ers through proposed 
Rider SCOV using 
1,000 kWh is esti-
mated to be a credit of 
$0.14 per month; and 
(3) the net effect of 
Rider FSCV and Rider 
SCOV on a residential 
customer using 1,000 
kWh is estimated to 
be $5.23 per month, 
which equates to an 
increase of 4.3%. 

The public version of 
the Company’s filing, 
including its attach-
ments, may be viewed 
in the Records Divi-
sion of the LPSC at 
the following address:

Records Division
602 N. 5th Street, 12th 

Floor
Baton Rouge, Louisi-

ana 70802
Telephone: (225) 

342-3157

Entergy Louisiana, 
LLC

June 28, 2022
Minden Press-Herald

Family Dollar Stores 
of Louisiana, LLC 
d/b/a Family Dollar 
#25353 is applying to 
the Office of Alcohol & 
Tobacco Control of the 
State of Louisiana for 
a permit to sell bever-
ages of low alcohol 
content at retail in the 
Parish of Webster at 
the following address: 
12861 US-371, Dixie 
Inn, LA 71055. Mem-
bers: Peter Barnett, 
Harry Spencer, Roger 
Dean, Todd Littler, 
John Mitchell and 
Jonathan Elder.

June 28, 2022
July 1, 2022
Minden Press-Herald

Notice

Emmett F. Jones III
Linda Jones

   THIS NOTICE 
BY PUBLICATION 
IS NOTIFICATION 
THAT YOUR RIGHTS 
OR INTEREST IN 
THE FOLLOWING 
DESCRIBED PROP-
ERTY LOCATED IN 
WEBSTER PARISH, 
LOUISIANA MAY BE 
TERMINATED BY OP-
ERATION OF LAW IF 
YOU DO NOT TAKE 
FURTHER ACTION IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH 
LAW:

LOT #13, BLK. “G”, 
UNIT #4, CYPRESS 
ISLE LAKE ESTATE 
SUBDIV.
Assessment #100761, 
as per the assesment 
in the records of the 
Tax Assessor of Web-
ster Parish, Louisiana.

This property was 
adjucated to the Police 
Jury on 5/22/2015. 
The three year 
redemptive period has 
passed. Tax sale title 
to the above described 
property has been 
sold for failure to pay 
taxes. You have been 
identified as a person 
who may have an in-
terest in this property. 
Your interest in the 
property will be termi-
nated within 60 days 
from the date of this 
publication unless you 
redeem the property 
or you may otherwise 
challenge in a court of 
competent jurisdiction 
the potential sale or 
donation.

Webster Parish Police 
Jury
410 Main St.
Minden, LA 71055
318-377-7564

June 28, 2022
Minden Press-Herald

Notice

Investors Funding LLC
Fred A. Desoto

Amy Mae Desoto

   THIS NOTICE 
BY PUBLICATION 
IS NOTIFICATION 
THAT YOUR RIGHTS 
OR INTEREST IN 
THE FOLLOWING 
DESCRIBED PROP-
ERTY LOCATED IN 
WEBSTER PARISH, 
LOUISIANA MAY BE 
TERMINATED BY OP-
ERATION OF LAW IF 
YOU DO NOT TAKE 
FURTHER ACTION IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH 
LAW:

LOT #4, BLK. E UNIT 
#4 CYPRESS ISLE 
LAKE EST.
Assessment #101961, 
as per the assesment 
in the records of the 
Tax Assessor of Web-
ster Parish, Louisiana.

This property was 
adjucated to the Police 
Jury on 5/23/2014. 
The three year 
redemptive period has 
passed. Tax sale title 
to the above described 
property has been 
sold for failure to pay 
taxes. You have been 
identified as a person 
who may have an in-
terest in this property. 
Your interest in the 
property will be termi-
nated within 60 days 
from the date of this 
publication unless you 
redeem the property 
or you may otherwise 
challenge in a court of 
competent jurisdiction 
the potential sale or 
donation.

Webster Parish Police 
Jury
410 Main St.
Minden, LA 71055
318-377-7564

June 28, 2022
Minden Press-Herald

FOR SALE

RUSTON 
PEACHES 

AND 
PRODUCE 

318-235-3228 
Every Wed. 

8am-til sold out. 
Corner of Hwy 

80 & 371 beside 
DD’s Liquor. 

Attorney
Bill Gordon & 
Assoc., Social 

Security Disability 
Attorneys, 1-844-
883-2045 FREE 

Consultations. Local 
Attorneys Nation-
wide [Mail: 2420 N 
St NW, Washington 
DC. Office: Broward 

Co. (TX/NM Bar)] 
(LA-SCAN)

PROBLEM CREDIT 
REPORT? Lex-

ington Law helps 
works to chal-

lenge inaccurate 
negative items 

including identity 
theft, collections, 
late payments, 
liens and more 
from your credit 
report. Call for a 
free credit repair 

consultation: 1-888-
521-0958 John C. 
Heath, Attorney at 
Law, PLLC, dba 

Lexington Law Firm.  
(LA-SCAN)

Education     
Attention Active 
Duty & Military 

Veterans! Begin 
a new career and 
earn your Degree 

at CTI! Online Com-
puter & Medical 

training available 
for Veterans & 

Families! To learn 
more, call 1-855-
471-2636. The 

Mission, Program 
Information and 

Tuition is located at 
CareerTechnical.

edu/consumer-
information. (M-F 

8am-6pm ET) (LA-
SCAN)

Get the education 
you need for a 

career in Healthcare 
from Ultimate Medi-
cal Academy. Call 
1-866-746-4143 
and Press 1 (LA-

SCAN)

Farm Equipment
EARN $15,000 - 
$40,000 OVER 5 

YEARS #1 Hunting 
Lease Company In 
America Customize 
your contract Call 

Base Camp Leasing 
1-888 -871-1982

Health and 
Wellness

ATTENTION OXY-
GEN THERAPY 
USERS! Inogen 

One G4 is capable 
of full 24/7 oxygen 
delivery. Only 2.8 

pounds. FREE 
information kit. Call 
1-855-874-9438. 

(LA-SCAN)

Attention: Oxygen 
Users! Gain free-

dom with a Portable 
Oxygen Concentra-
tor! No more heavy 

tanks and refills! 
Guaranteed Lowest 
Prices! Call the Ox-
ygen Concentrator 
Store: 1-855-382-
4168 (LA-SCAN)

Looking for assisted 
living, memory care, 

or independent 
living? A Place for 
Mom simplifies the 
process of finding 

senior living at 
no cost to your 

family. Call 1-877-
334-0015 today!  

(LA-SCAN)

MobileHelp, 
America’s Premier 

Mobile Medical 
Alert System. 

Whether You’re 
Home or Away. For 
Safety and Peace 
of Mind. No Long 
Term Contracts! 

Free Brochure! Call 
Today! 1-855-411-
0949 (LA-SCAN)

Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator May 

Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and 

mobility with the 
compact design and 
long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 
855-636-1667 (LA-

SCAN)

Put on your TV 
Ears and hear TV 
with unmatched 
clarity. TV Ears 
Original were 

originally $129.95 
- NOW WITH THIS 
SPECIAL OFFER 

are only $59.95 with 
code MCB59! Call 
1-855-935-3524 

(LA-SCAN)

SAVE ON YOUR 
MEDICARE SUP-

PLEMENT! FREE 
QUOTES from top 
providers. Excel-

lent coverage. Call 
for a no obligation 
quote to see how 

much you can save! 
1-877-326-0344 

(LA-SCAN)

Stroke and Cardio-
vascular disease 

are leading causes 
of death, accord-

ing to the American 
Heart Association. 

Screenings can 
provide peace 

of mind or early 
detection! Contact 
Life Line Screening 

to schedule your 
screening. Special 
offer - 5 screenings 
for just $149. Call 
1-877-933-3965 

(LA-SCAN)

WE SHOP, YOU 
SAVE on your Medi-

care Supplement 
Insurance! Call 
1-877-761-1233 

today to compare 
Medicare benefits 
and costs from up 

to 20 top-rated car-
riers. Receive the 

best option for you.  
(LA-SCAN)

Home and Garden   
Eliminate gutter 
cleaning forever 

with LeafFilter, the 
most advanced 
debris-blocking 

gutter protection. 
Schedule a FREE 
LeafFilter estimate 
today. Call 1-866-

846-0785 (LA-
SCAN)

GENERAC Standby 
Generators provide 
backup power dur-

ing utility power out-
ages, so your home 
and family stay safe 

and comfortable. 
Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended 
warranty ($695 

value!). Request a 
free quote today! 
Call for additional 
terms and condi-
tions. 1-888-718-
6066 (LA-SCAN)

Home 
Improvement

BATHROOM REN-
OVATIONS. EASY 
ONE DAY updates! 

We specialize in 
safe bathing. Beau-

tiful new walk-in 
showers with no slip 
flooring. Also, grab 
bars and seated 

showers available. 
Call for a free in-

home consultation: 
1-855-238-1870 

(LA-SCAN)

Home Services        
$59.99 per month 
DirecTV Special. 
155+ Channels, 

HBO for 12 months 
and 3 months of 
Premium Movie 

Channels! Whole 
Home GENIE HD 
DVR! Call Now! 
1-888-498-4312 

(LA-SCAN)
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BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Where Local Business Gets Done.

Your Ad | Two Newspapers | Two Websites 
| All Business

Scan the QR Code to get started +
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