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Main to Main Trade Days enjoyed excellent weather 
and crowds for most of this weekend. 
Amateur and professional traders lined the high-
ways and Main Streets of Webster Parish with a 
variety of wares, both new and used. People were 
selling clothes, beauty products, furniture, food, 
art, and much more. This event has been a big draw 
for people around Webster Parish and the whole of 
northwest Louisiana for 23 years now.
The Main to Main route runs 50 miles from Main 
Street in Springhill all the way down to Sibley, fol-
lowing Highway 371 through the towns of Cullen, 
Sarepta, Cotton Valley, and Couchwood and then, 
at Dixie Inn, taking Highway 80 through downtown 
Minden.
This event was sponsored by Louisiana Main Street, 
Webster Parish Convention & Visitors Bureau, 
Springhill Chamber of Commerce and the Minden 
South Webster Chamber of Commerce, and tradi-
tionally takes place the first weekend in November.

Woman stabs 
boyfriend

STAFF REPORT
Minden Press-Herald

A Minden woman was 
arrested last Tuesday 
after stabbing her boy-
friend in the parking lot 
of her apartment build-
ing in the 800 block of 
Carolina Street. 

From the police’s point 
of view, the incident 
began when they were 
dispatched to Minden 
Medical Center at 8:30 
a.m. to interview a stab-
bing victim. The man had 
two severe lacerations in 
his right arm and one se-
vere laceration in his left 
shoulder blade. At first 
the man claimed that, as 
he was leaving his girl-
friend’s apartment and 
approaching his vehicle, 
he was attacked and 
stabbed by an unknown 
assailant. But the officer 
didn’t think this was the 
whole story.

“[The victim’s] injuries 
were inconsistent with 
his story,” the officer re-
ported in the arrest re-
cord. “He had scratch 
marks all over his chest 
and back. [The victim] 
admitted that his girl-
friend, Tiara Sims [23], 
was the one who had 
stabbed him. He stated 
that he was attempting 
to leave the residence 
following an argument. 
Sims was trying to force 
[him] to stay. Sims armed 
herself with a knife and 
blocked the front door, 
threatening acts of vio-
lence to [him] if he didn’t 
stay.

“[The victim], in fear 
for his life, forced his 
way out of the residence. 
Sims pursued [him] to 
the back parking lot, at-
tacking him. During the 
struggle, Sims stabbed 
[him] in his right arm, 
left shoulder blade, and 
scratched his torso up. 
[He] stated that the at-
tack took place in the 
parking lot.”

Officers next attempt-
ed to make contact with 
Sims at her apartment. 
There was no answer. 
While the police waited 
for a search warrant to 
be issued, Sims’ mother 
arrived and also tried to 
reach Sims through the 
door. There was still no 
answer. Before the war-
rant arrived, there was a 
new twist to the incident.

“A random citizen 
came by and stated that 
a witness saw that Tiara 
was struck in the head 
with a hammer and may 
be inside injured,” the ar-
rest report stated. “The 
mother began scream-
ing, ‘Please go check on 
her. I give you my per-

mission.’”
With the possibility of 

a severely injured person 
inside and the mother’s 
permission, the officers 
entered Sims’ apartment 
to check on her safety. 
She was not there. 

The report continued, 
“Sims was not in the 
apartment. There were 
no signs of struggle in the 
apartment, and no weap-
ons were located. There 
was no blood splatter on 
the walls or on the floor 
of the apartment. As I 
stepped out of the apart-
ment, I informed Sims’ 
mother at 10 a.m. that, 
if Sims did not provide 
her side of the story, war-
rants would be issued for 
her arrest.”

At 11:43 a.m. Minden 
Medical Center contact-
ed the police again. Sims 
had checked into the 
emergency room stating 
that she had been hit in 
the head with a hammer. 
Officers came to inter-
view Sims.

“There was a lacera-
tion on the middle of 
her head that was raised 
and a small laceration,” 
the report stated. “The 
blood was fresh. It was 
not dried and coagulated 
which, from my train-
ing and experience, it 
should have been dried 
and coagulated with her 
receiving the wound ap-
proximately three hours 
prior to checking into the 
emergency room.

“I asked Sims what 
happened, and she stat-
ed the following, ‘He 
hit me in the head with 
a hammer, and I guess 
I stabbed him.’ When I 
asked where the incident 
took place she stated 
inside the apartment. I 
informed her that I had 
been in the apartment, 
and there were no signs 
of a disturbance. She 
made the excited utter-
ance that ‘Me and my 
cousin cleaned up the 
apartment, and the ham-
mer’s in the trash can.’”

With such conflicting 
stories, this incident was 
turned over to a detec-
tive for further investiga-
tion.

After being discharged 
from the hospital, Sims 
was transported to the 
Minden Police Depart-
ment and charged with 
two felonies (aggravated 
2nd degree battery with 
domestic abuse and false 
imprisonment with a 
dangerous weapon) and 
one misdemeanor (crim-
inal damage to property).

All subjects are pre-
sumed innocent until 
proven guilty in a court 
of law.

A great weekend for Trade Days

Caring Cradle donated to Minden Medical Center
WILL PHILLIPS
Minden Press-Herald

It is a grim reality that 
not all babies that are 
conceived or born will 
be able to live out their 
full lives. It’s a reality that 
many would probably 
rather not think about if 
they don’t have to. How-
ever, that is not an option 
for the families who ex-
perience these tragedies 
more personally.

In order to aid these 
families and help as 
much as they possibly 
can, the Angel’s Gala was 
created by Kila Gonzalez 
and Maranda Salters. It 
is an annual event that 
raises money with the 
goal of giving families a 
way to freely and openly 
celebrate their precious 
babies while also chang-
ing the way they are cared 
for in hospital and clinic 
settings.

Minden Medical Cen-
ter, after involving them-
selves with the most 
recent gala, became a re-
cipient of a Caring Cradle, 
a device that allows fami-
lies to spend more time 
with their babies during 

a time when every second 
is precious. 

“It all came about when 
our pharmacist Chelsea 
Brasell had an experience 
coming up to the labor 
unit, and we had a still 
born and nowhere really 
to preserve,” said Mandi 
Hart, Director of Business 
Development for Minden 
Medical Center. 

“It kept popping up on 
our feed — people post-
ing about this Angel’s 
Gala. So Chelsea con-
tacted Carrie Rasberry, 
who is over our labor and 
delivery unit, and got the 
ball rolling. We were able 
to participate in the Gala 
in September.

“We were a year be-
hind and weren’t really 
planned for, so at the very 
end of the evening, they 
specifically said we want 
to raise money for Min-
den Medical Center, and 
the hands just flew up!

“Not only are we going 
to be able to get this cra-
dle cot, but we’re also go-
ing to be able to get grief 
training for the staff, so 
whenever they have situa-
tions where mothers lose 
their babies, they have the 

right words.”
One of the co-founders 

of the Angel’s Gala, Kila 
Gonzales, was present 
at the donation, sharing 
some words about what 
they do and the impact it 
has had on so many lives. 

“Thank you all so much 
for the support and de-
sire to reach out to ask 
for this and want this for 
your moms and families. 
It shows your hearts and 

how much you care. It’s 
really a breath of fresh air. 
We’re honored to be able 
to donate this,” said Gon-
zales.

“This cradle means a 
lot. It’s going to really 
impact families and give 
them the gift of time.”

Gonzales also has her 
certification as a Grief 
Doula, someone who 
helps provide emotional 

See, CRADLE, Page 2
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The donation of a Caring Cradle will help parents of 
stillborn children to deal with their sudden grief by 
being able to spend more time with their child.
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Louisiana gas sees drop 
during election week

GAS BUDDY

(November 7, 2022) 
-Average gasoline prices 
in Louisiana have fallen 
5.6 cents per gallon in 
the last week, averaging 
$3.18/g today, according 
to GasBuddy’s survey of 
2,436 stations in Louisi-
ana. Prices in Louisiana 
are 4.7 cents per gallon 
lower than a month ago 
and stand 3.7 cents per 
gallon higher than a year 
ago. The national average 
price of diesel has risen 
3.4 cents in the last week 
and stands at $5.32 per 
gallon.

According to GasBuddy 
price reports, the cheap-
est station in Louisiana 
was priced at $2.31/g 
yesterday while the most 
expensive was $3.79/g, a 
difference of $1.48/g. The 
lowest price in the state 
yesterday was $2.31/g 
while the highest was 
$3.79/g, a difference of 
$1.48/g.

The national aver-
age price of gasoline has 
risen 6.2 cents per gallon 

in the last week, averag-
ing $3.78/g today. The 
national average is down 
11.5 cents per gallon from 
a month ago and stands 
37.8 cents per gallon 
higher than a year ago, 
according to GasBuddy 
data compiled from more 
than 11 million weekly 
price reports covering 
over 150,000 gas stations 
across the country.

“Just over half of the na-
tion’s 50 states saw gaso-
line prices rise last week, 
pulling the national aver-
age back up for the time 
being due to big jumps in 
the Great Lakes and con-
tinued increases in New 
England and mid-Atlantic 
states,” said Patrick De 
Haan, head of petroleum 
analysis at GasBuddy. 
“For now, the rise in the 
Great Lakes, brought on by 
tight supply, has already 
started to ease, and de-
clines should start again. 
In the northeastern U.S., 
prices are likely to inch up 
a bit more. National die-

sel supply remains tight, 
but supplies of diesel did 
see a slight rise last week. 
The majority of stations, 
especially away from the 
East Coast and Northeast, 
should have very few is-
sues with diesel supply, 
though some stations in 
those regions could see 
diesel delivery times slip. 
Brief outages at a limited 
number of stations are 
possible, but with refin-
eries continuing to churn 
out product and mainte-
nance wrapping up, I’m 
optimistic the situation 
will improve.”

GasBuddy is the au-
thoritative voice for gas 
prices and the only source 
for station-level data. Gas-
Buddy’s survey updates 
288 times every day from 
the most diverse list of 
sources covering nearly 
150,000 stations nation-
wide, the most compre-
hensive and up-to-date 
in the country. GasBuddy 
data is accessible at http://
prices.GasBuddy.com.

Recent Arrests 

in Webster Parish

Delandro Washington, 

61, of the 500 block of 

Front Street, was arrested 

for failure to appear in 

court. 

Tiara Sims, 23, of the 

800 block of Caroline 

Street, was arrested for 

aggravated second degree 

battery with domestic 

abuse, false imprison-

ment with a dangerous 

weapon, and criminal 

damage to property. 

Melanie Lope, 35, of 

the 500 block of Camell 

Street, was arrested for 

possession of a schedule 

II substance and posses-

sion of drug parapherna-

lia. 

LeBarron Johnson, 21, 

of the 100 block of W. 

Roosevelt Street, was ar-

rested for simple burglary 

and theft by fraud. 

Terrance Lyons, 30, of 

the 300 block of Sheppard 

Street, was arrested on 

two warrants.

Jamecia Tayor, 39, of the 

500 block of Sunset Lane, 

was arrested on a war-

rant.

Allan Combs, 66, of the 

400 block of Walet Lyons, 

Road, was arrested for 

false imprisonment, and 

soliciting for prostitutes.

Keaiuna Hudson, of 

the 100 block of George 

Street, was arrested for 

prostitution.

La’Taja Jones, 18, of 

the 1100 block of Military 

Road, was arrested for 

criminal conspiracy and 

prohibited acts.

Tyrese Adams, 18, of the 

2700 block of Hill Street, 

was arrested for criminal 

conspiracy, prohibited 

acts, and possession of a 

schedule IV substance. 

Tanya Weems, 52, of 

the 1200 block of Haynes 

Street, was arrested for 

failure to appear in court. 

Rasheen Richards, 19, 

of the 200 block of Pecan 

Orchard Road, was ar-

rested for illegal use of a 

weapon and discharging 

a firearm in city limits. 

Brooklyn Eubanks, 28, 

of the 1100 block of N Sec-

ond Street, was arrested 

on multiple warrants.

Charles Castle, 41, of 

the 2000 block of Franklin 

Road, was arrested for a 

parole violation.

Germae Anderson, of 

the 2800 block of Good-

will Road, was arrested on 

a warrant. 

Christina Allison, 43, 

of the 300 block of 1st 

Street, was arrested for 

no license plate registra-

tion, expired MVi, posses-

sion of a schedule II sub-

stance, and possession of 

drug paraphernalia. 

Kawaski Bradford, 40, 

of the 400 block of W Todd 

Street, was arrested for 

possession of a firearm by 

a convicted felon.

Anton Allen, 33, of the 

800 block of Sibley Road, 

was arrested for driving 

while intoxicated first of-

fense, careless operation 

of a motor vehicle, ex-

pired registration, driving 

under suspension, and 

being a fugitive of Minden 

Police Department. 

Trunk or Treat great fun for 
everyone

support for families go-

ing through the loss of a 

child. Each Caring Cra-

dle donated through the 

Angel’s Gala is dedicated 

with a plaque celebrat-

ing the memory of these 

children and allowing 

them to live on and help 

other families who are 

going through similar 

experiences. 

For the Minden Medi-

cal Center cradle, Carlyle 

and John Hoogland pre-

sented a plaque in mem-

ory of their Angel Baby, 

Holly Diane Hoogland. 

Gonzalez shared some 

words about the family 

and her time with them 

and Holly. 

“Carlyle and John 

reached out to me when-

ever they were about 18 

weeks. They were getting 

their very first baby, and 

they had received a fatal 

diagnosis. Holly had Tri-

somy 13, and she was not 

going to live. I was able 

to walk them through 

their pregnancy — such 

an honor and privilege 

— and get them ready 

for delivery. I was able 

to be there when Holly 
was born. This family is 
just amazing; The sacri-
fice that they made and 
how strong they are. The 
fact that they chose to 
give Holly life, as much 
as God would give her, 
is just admirable,” said 
Gonzalez. 

“Holly lived for almost 
24 hours. Right before 
they were about to leave, 
Holly passed away. It was 
devastating. Then they 
were able to use the cra-
dle and spend another 
day with their baby and 
make more memories.”

Referring to Carlyle 
and John, Gonzalez said, 
“Thank you for giving 
Holly life, because her 
life means a lot, and it’s 
going to continue to im-
pact people for years and 
years to come because 
they’re going to see her 
name on that cradle and 
know it’s because of her.”

Carrie Rasberry, Peri-
natal Director at MMC 
and the individual who 
got the ball rolling for 
MMC’s involvement 
with the Angel Gala, also 
shared some words of 
appreciation. 

“Being a perinatal 

nurse for fourteen years 

and having to be at bed-

side with a family after 

a loss is probably one 

of the hardest things 

you have to go through 

as a nurse. There were 

so many times that we 

would wish to be able to 

offer an extra day or even 

an extra hour with their 

babies, and now we can 

do that. I just thank y’all 

so much for that,” said 

Rasberry. 

“After we received 

the cradle, a little over 

a week ago, we had a 

mom who came in and 

we were able to offer the 

cradle to her. At first she 

wasn’t really sure, but af-

ter she was able to keep 

her baby with her at bed-

side for longer, and able 

to share that time with 

her, she left here very 

grateful and said her 

heart was now full.”

For those wishing to 

know more about the 

program, or potentially 

donate to the Angel Gala 

or any of their sister 

programs, they can find 

more information at an-

gelsgala.com. 

CRADLE
Continued from Page 1
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The Minden library had 
a great turn out for this 
year’s Trunk or Treat Hal-
loween event. Kids and 
parents showed up in 
costume to trick-or-treat 
for candy and trinkets 
in the parking lot of the 
main branch of Webster 
Parish Libraries and then 
explored the family-
friendly haunted house, 
searching for Bruno. 
Over 20 local businesses 
came out to support this 
event, which provided 
a safe environment for 
Halloween fun and a 
chance for everyone to 
check out each other’s 
costumes. Many of the 
kids were delighted at 
a chance to see fire 
engines, ambulances, 
and our local police 
officers up close and in 
person. As Kim Sentell, 
the Director of Marketing 
and Community Liaison, 
said, “Everything we do 
is for our community. We 
want to make sure they 
have a family-friendly 
Halloween.” 



Barbara Adams
Funeral services for Barbara Ad-

ams will be held Monday, Novem-

ber 7, 2022, at 11:00 a.m. at Cot-

ton Valley First Baptist Church in 

Cotton Valley, Louisiana with Bro. 

Jim Wallace officiating. Interment 

will follow at Haughton Cemetery 

in Haughton, Louisiana under the direction of Rose-

Neath Funeral Home in Minden, Louisiana. The fam-

ily will receive friends from 5:00 until 7:00 p.m. Sunday, 

November 6, 2022, at Rose-Neath Funeral Home in 

Minden, Louisiana. 

Barbara was born June 4, 1939, in Smackover, Arkan-

sas and entered into rest November 3, 2022, in Minden, 

Louisiana. 
She was preceded in death by her parents, M.S. and 

Warnie Livingston; brothers, Bill and Kenny Livings-
ton; and grandson, Michael Pinckard. 

She is survived by her son, Lewis McCrary and wife 
Tammy of Minden; daughters, Sherri Duncan and hus-
band Derek of Elysian Fields, TX, Carla Sayers of Min-
den, and Stacy McCrary and husband Bob of Karnack, 
TX; sisters, Teresa Currie of Lufkin, TX and Micki Lynn 
Paulette of Lake Jackson, TX; brothers, Jerry Livingston 
and wife Evelyn of Springhill and Allen Livingston and 
wife Linda of Haughton; four grandchildren and nu-
merous great-grandchildren. 

Rose-Neath Funeral Home 
211 Murrell Street 

Minden, Louisiana 71055 
(318) 377-3412 

Special to the Minden Press-Herald

Jimmy and Christine Cox celebrated their 70th wedding anniversary on Saturday, November 5th with a party at 
Dorcheat Seafood for family. They have two sons, Tommy and wife Elaine and Bradley and wife Linda; a grand-
son, Aaron; and three great grandchildren, McKinley, Raylee, and Conner. The couple were married on Novem-
ber 1, 1952.
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Eric Clay “Boo” 
Leopard

Eric Clay “Boo” Leopard, age 25, 
of Rison went to be with his Lord 
on October 30, 2022. He was born 
May 30, 1997 in Little Rock. He 
was a 2016 graduate of Rison High 

School, where he played for the Wildcat football team. 
In his spare time he enjoyed hunting, fishing, riding the 
backroads and spending time with his family. He was 
preceded in death by his grandparents Brad Freiberger 
and Ruby Jean Compton.

He is survived by his father Keith Leopard and his 

wife Erin, his mother, Erica Leopard, grandparents, 
Roger and Debbie Leopard, Ruben Compton, Jr. and 
his wife Becky, Michael and Linda Lucas, his siblings, 
Shawn Leopard, Kody Leopard, Aaron Leopard, Luke 
Leopard and Sadie Leopard, numerous, aunts, uncles, 
cousins and family and friends.

Visitation was from 6:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. Novem-
ber 1, 2022 at Buie Funeral Home in Rison.

Funeral services were held 2:00 p.m. Wednesday, 
November 2, 2022 at Buie Funeral Home in Rison with 
Bro. Sluggo Norris and Bro. David Leopard officiating.

Memorials may be made to the Arkansas Kidney 
Foundation or Arkansas Children’s Hospital.

Arrangements by Buie Funeral Home of Rison (870) 
325-6216. Please sign the online guestbook at www.
buiefuneralhome.com. 

Celebrating 70 years   
Mr. and Mrs. Cox

ANNIVERSARY

Minden man murdered
STAFF REPORT

Minden Press-Herald

A Minden man was 

shot and killed late on 

Saturday night at a local 

motel. 

Police were dispatched 

to the motel after gun-

shots were reported. 

When the police arrived, 

they found a local man 

with life-threatening 

injuries. He was first 

transported to Minden 

Medical Center and, from 

there, transferred to Os-

chner in Shreveport. 

Unfortunately, the man 

was unable to recover and 

passed away on Sunday. 

At this time, the victim’s 

name has not yet been 

released to the public. 

The Minden Police Asso-

ciation posted, “Out of re-

spect for the family in this 

time of grief, we are not 

currently releasing the 

name of the victim.”

This incident is being 

investigated as a homi-

cide. Anyone with infor-

mation regarding this 

crime is encouraged to 

call the Minden Police 

Department or their local 

law enforcement agency 

with tips. Information can 

be shared anonymously. 

CRIME



“Fools give reasons, wise 
men never try!”  These words 
come from the popular song, 
“Some Enchanted Evening.”

For  many years I thought I 
had to give an answer for ev-
erything  until one evening, in 
the 1980’s, I heard this power-
ful song being sung at a can-
tata in Plain Dealing, Louisiana 
held in   Ms.Ford’s back yard 
with Hugh Scott Coyle singing 
the lead.

   Hearing  those lyrics  gave 
me  an answer to  a struggle I  
faced daily most of my life.

One of the hardest lessons to 
learn is to just shut up, to not 
answer back,  to just stop talk-
ing, because we think that the 
more words spoken the stron-
ger we make our case.

Quite the reverse is often 
true.

.Jesus was a great example 
when He was criticized by the 
crowds. He answered not a 
word.

   I know of no stronger argu-
ment than that of silence.  Si-
lence seems to be what we are 
most afraid of, not knowing 
how to answer next.

Why are we so scared to  hear 

ourselves think?  Why must 
we have constant noise and 
be plugged in to either cell 
phones, texting or social me-
dia?

I  think we 
are scared 
of our own 
c o m p a n y .  
It takes 
years of 
b e c o m i n g 
c o m f o r t -
able with 
ourselves.

 I once 
heard that  
people of-
ten watch 
t e l e v i s i o n 

all evening long  to numb 
themselves from thinking.

Why do we  need to be 
numbed?

I confess I like my thoughts, 
of hearing myself think,  but 
I had to go through years  of 
pain, of hitting rock bottom,  to 
get to that place in my life, hav-
ing grown  up in an orphanage.

It takes years of working at 
the art of   keeping silence.  It 
may be even   harder  to just 
ask for wisdom.  In the Bible, 

in James 1:5, we are taught that 
all we have to do is ask for wis-
dom.  This gift comes with no 
strings attached.  All we have to 
do is ask.

Sometimes we get under 
so much  pressure we hardly 
know which end is up but if we 
will turn again to the Word we 
can find this often overlooked 
truth.  Just ask for wisdom.

Enough said and maybe not. 
I suppose there is a stubborn 

streak in all of us.  We want to 
speak, to have the last word.

  I’ve heard of the  “silent sale.”  
The way it  appears to work  is 
this -- just   become silent after 
you have made your spiel,   stop 
talking, and the sale will more 
likely be won.  Silence speaks 
volumes.

Why are we so slow to learn 
this lesson?

 Maybe we   become mes-
merized with our own words.  
Ministers are sometimes guilty 
of this trait, of thinking that the 
longer the sermon the better 
the message when in reality 
some of the greatest messages 
have consisted of few words.

 “We have nothing to fear 
but fear itself” is the shortest 

speech ever recorded and was 
spoken by President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt,  in his inaugu-
ral address. Those eight words 
were the entire speech which 
was followed by a standing ova-
tion.

A most poignant verse is “Je-
sus wept” which is the simplest 
verse to learn.  Yet it speaks 
loudly of Jesus’ emotion, of His 
deep love that carried Him to 
the cross.

These thoughts  comes deep 
within my soul when I find my-
self in situations when I need  
great wisdom to known when 
to speak and when to keep si-
lent.  It is those times that I ask 
for wisdom and it comes in the 
most needed times.

It gives me peace as I pillow 
my head knowing that Jesus is 
the same yesterday today and 
forever and that He always gets 
me to the right place at the 
right time.

Sarah Hudson Pierce is an author 
who lives near Mooringsport, 

Louisiana

If Democrats lose next week’s 
election, one reason will be 
soaring energy prices. The les-
son that an electoral defeat 
should drive home is that this is 
the result of their own policies.

Consider President Biden’s 
outrage Friday over last week’s 
robust earnings reports for oil 
and gas companies. Six of the 
largest “made $70 billion in 
profit in one quarter,” he said at 
a fundraiser. These “excess prof-
its are going back to their share-
holders and their executives in-
stead of going to lower prices at 
the pump.” The President who 
has done everything in his pow-
er to limit U.S. oil investment is 
now furious that he succeeded.

Mr. Biden doesn’t seem to be-
lieve oil companies should be 
allowed to make a profit or even 
cover marginal costs. “We need 
to keep making progress by 
having energy companies bring 
down the cost of a gallon of gas 

to reflect what they pay for a 
barrel of oil,” he said. Anything 
more is “excess” profit.

Keep in mind that oil ma-
jors’ current profits follow steep 
losses in the pandemic. As 
oil prices plunged amid lock-
downs, companies and OPEC 
nations pared investment and 
shut in wells. Demand for 
oil then bounced back much 
quicker than supply, which has 
driven up prices—and profits. 
That’s Econ 101.

Mr. Biden is miffed in partic-
ular that companies are return-
ing cash to shareholders rather 
than increasing supply. “You 
should be using these record-
breaking profits to increase pro-
duction and refining,” he said 
this month. But the progressive 
climate lobby and his own Ad-
ministration’s climate policies 
have been urging the opposite.

Exxon Mobil lost a board 
proxy fight in 2021 after large 

public pension funds and as-
set managers criticized it for 
investing too much in oil and 
generating too little profit. Exx-
on and its board need to assess 
“the possibility that demand for 
fossil fuels may decline rapidly 
in the coming decades,” Black-
Rock said.

The International Energy 
Agency warned only last week 
that “no one should imagine 
that Russia’s invasion can jus-
tify a wave of new oil and gas 
infrastructure in a world that 
wants to reach net zero (green-
house-gas) emissions by 2050.” 
It added that “any new projects 
would face major commercial 
risks” that may result in failing 
“to recover their upfront cost.”

No wonder oil companies are 
returning cash to shareholders 
rather than make investments 
in production that take decades 
to pay off. U.S. shale drilling can 
produce returns more quickly. 

But rather than drill more wells, 
many producers are shrinking 
their inventory of “drilled but 
uncompleted” wells.

The Energy Information Ad-
ministration reported last week 
that the number of these wells 
fell to the lowest since Decem-
ber 2013, which means produc-
tion will eventually taper off 
even in the prolific Permian Ba-
sin. Permitting challenges im-
pede new drilling, as does lim-
ited pipeline capacity to move 
natural gas produced alongside 
oil.

Large asset managers are also 
pressuring oil giants to main-
tain “capital discipline”—i.e., 
spend less on production. Pri-
vate U.S. oil companies added 
47 drilling rigs in the third quar-
ter while public firms added 
only one. Climate lobbyists 
want companies to return prof-
its to shareholders or invest in 
green energy.

Continental Resources 
founder Harold Hamm said this 
month he is taking his company 
private to have the “freedom to 
explore.” “We have all felt the 
limits of being publicly held 
over the last few years, and in 
such a time as this, when the 
world desperately needs what 
we produce, I have never been 
more optimistic,” Mr. Hamm 
wrote to employees.

Mr. Biden and fellow Demo-
crats simply refuse to under-
stand the economic conse-
quences of their assault on 
American fossil fuels. They have 
come to believe that climate is a 
crisis and that banishing oil and 
gas is urgent. But that means 
higher prices, which they now 
blame on the very companies 
they want to go out of business. 
Economic logic won’t persuade 
them, but maybe a rout at the 
ballot box will.

A pair of explosive cases 
involving race and college 
admission practices are now 
before the U.S. Supreme 
Court.  These two cases in-
volve whether Harvard and 
University of North Carolina 
have illegally discriminated 
against Asian-Americans in 
favor of other races.

To determine that, the 
Supreme Court will need to 
look back at its own prec-
edents in this area.

How has the Supreme 
Court traditionally handled 
the use of racial preferences 
in college admissions?

The Court has said that 
race may be used as a fac-
tor—among several—for the 
purpose of achieving diver-
sity of student population.   
However, in her majority 
opinion in a 2003 case, Jus-
tice Sandra Day O’Connor 
wrote “we expect that 25 
years from now, the use of 
racial preferences will no 
longer be necessary to fur-
ther the interest approved 
today.”   Well, that was 19 
years ago but college admis-
sion boards argue that racial 
preferences are as impor-
tant to achieving diversity 
today as ever.

So, “how do you know 
when you’re done?” asked 
Justice Amy Coney Barrett 
during oral argument.  That’s 
a great question.  Chief Jus-
tice John Roberts has also 

previously stated his desire 
to get our country out of this 
“sordid business, this divvy-
ing us up by race.”

Unfortunately, the key to 
removing our country from 
the use of racial preferences 
in matters such as these will 

be based 
upon how 
we define 
the word 
“equity.” 

R e c a l l 
that our 
Constitu-
tion safe-
guards—
in fact, it’s 
the very 
p r o m i s e 
of Ameri-

ca itself—the principle that 
we are all equal under the 
law. 

Equality.  No one is above 
the law.  “Lady Justice is 
colorblind” and not a “re-
specter of persons” because 
it doesn’t matter who each 
of us are, we are treated and 
viewed the same in the eyes 
of the law.

But there’s the rub. 
Those who support the 

use of racial preferences 
aren’t doing so based upon 
notions of “equality.”   The 
perverse, unconstitutional 
principle they invoke is “eq-
uity”—but there is a monu-
mental difference between 
the two.  “Equality” means 

we are all given the same op-
portunity.  “Equity” means 
we are all guaranteed the 
same result.

That’s politically poison-
ous and unpatriotic.  

It does great damage to 
America’s central premise 
of equal justice under law 
to engage in unequal treat-
ment of different applicants 
to achieve a particular ra-
cial outcome.  But it does 
more than that.  As Justice 
Clarence Thomas pointed 
out “nowhere in any of the 
filings in this Court is any 
evidence that the purported 
‘beneficiaries’ of this racial 
discrimination prove them-
selves by performing at (or 
even near) the same level as 
those students who receive 
no preferences.”

This may really be the 
point:

The individuals who make 
up these admissions com-
mittees at American colleg-
es and universities are very 
often the same people who 
believe America is hopeless-
ly and systemically racist.  In 
their minds, there will never 
come a time to end the use 
of racial preferences in col-
lege admissions as long as 
any mere allegation of rac-
ism exists.

That was Justice Barrett’s 
point.  We have already used 
racial preferences in this 
way at least back to the Su-

preme Court’s Bakke case in 
1978, so “how do we know 
when we’re done?”

This is what it comes down 
to.

The Supreme Court’s long 
line of cases have made clear 
that when racial preferences 
are used—when Ameri-
cans are categorized by race 
alone—the Court will em-
ploy its most demanding 
legal scrutiny of all, Strict 
Scrutiny.  This means that 
even if a college has a very 
important reason—and per-
haps the achievement of a 
diverse student body can be 
deemed a “compelling” rea-
son—to favor or prefer some 
races of students over other 
races of students there liter-
ally must be no other way to 
achieve this goal than by us-
ing a racial classification. 

But there always is.
The promise of America is 

most brilliantly and beau-
tifully laid out in the Dec-
laration of Independence.  
When Jefferson forged for 
the ages the principle that 
we are “created equal” he 
was presaging Rev. Martin 
Luther King’s clarion call 
that we be measured “not by 
the color of our skin, but by 
the content of our charac-
ter.”

Our Supreme Court must 
find a way to preserve that 
principle in college admis-
sions and across the politi-
cally charged and complex 
American cultural land-
scape.

Royal Alexander is a Shreveport 
attorney.
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OPINION

WSJ: Energy prices to be a ballot box issue

“Fools give reasons, wise men never try”
OPINION

Supreme Court to hear cases regarding 
affirmative action in college admissions

OTHER OPINION

SARAH 
HUDSON 
PIERCE

Regarding an end to the use of the reverse discrimination of 
racial preferences in academic admissions, Justice Amy Coney 

Barrett asks, “how do we know when we’re done?”



SPORTS

Crimson Tide, Knights close out 2022 season with wins

Webster Parish playoffs: Then there were 2

COURTESY  PHOTOS
Glenbrook High School will compete in the Apaches first Louisiana High School Athletic Association playoff game on Nov. 17 as they play 
host to the winning of a first-round contest between Catholic-Point Coupee and Central Private.

Glenbrook, Lakeside both moving on to postseason play 
T. SCOTT BOATRIGHT
Minden Press-Herald

Prep football pstsea-
son marching orders 
are set.

The undefeated 
Glenbrook Apaches 
and Lakeside High 
School will represent 
Webster Parish in this 
season’s Louisiana 
High School Athletic 
Association playoffs.

Glenbrook com-
pleted its 2022 regular 
season unbeaten as 
the Apaches took over 
early to defeat River 
Oaks 46-14 at Apaach-
es Stadium.

The Apaches (10-0) 
become one of only 
five unbeaten teams 
in Louisiana heading 
into the playoffs with 
unblemished records, 
joining Destrehan (10-
0), De La Salle (9-0), 
Many (9-0) and Ver-
milion Catholic (10-0).

A long scoring 
scamper by DJ Carter 
put Glenbrook on top 
early while Turner 
McClelland and Rhett 
Johnson both hauled 
in scoring passes from 
Ty Feaster to help 
push the Apaches to 
their 16th straight win 
dating back to last sea-
son.

The Apaches earned 
a first-round bye and 
will play host to the 
winner of 11th-seeded 
Catholic-Point Cou-
pee and 22nd-seeded 
Central Private on 
Nov. 17.

Lakeside squeezed 
into the playoffs by 
claiming the 28th and 
finaeed in the Division 
III Nonselect School 
bracket; 

The Warriors (5-5) 
will open postseason 
play at fifth-seeded 
Avoyelles on Friday 
night.

Avoylles stands at 
7-3 and is coming off 
a high-scoring win 
63-45 home win over 
Rosepine, a game in 
which the Mustangs 
trailed 15-8 at the end 
of opening stanza be-
fore racing back for 
32-21 halftime advan-
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First: Tom McGee

Second: Obie Jones Jr.

Third: Penny Morgan

tage en route to vic-
tory.

That kind of scoring 
output is nothing new 
for Avoyelles, which is 
averaging 52.8 points 
per game and has 
scored 50 or more 
points six times this 
season.

The Mustangs de-
feated Pickering 88-6 
to close out regular-
season-play.

Lakeside is coming 
off a 42-36 triple over-
tim win over Green 
Oaks. 

Warriors quarter-
back Cooper Chase’s 
scoring scamper put 
his team in the play-
offs, aand the senior 
signal-called threw 
four touchdown pass-
es to put Lakeside in 
position to pull off the 
dramatic win.

The Lakeside defensive line (left) will be put to a test to open the playoffs against an Avoylles suad that has 
scored 50 or more points six times this seaon and is averaging 52.8 points per game.

MINDEN PRESS-HERALD PHOTO BY T. SCOTT BOATRIGHT
Minden’s Daylen Robinson (4) closed out his prep career by rushing for 144 yards 
in a 43-20 win over Woodlawn-Shreveport Friday night.

T. SCOTT BOATRIGHT
Minden Press-Herald

Senior running back 
Daylen Robinson led the 
way with 144 rushing yards 
on 20 carries to power 
Minden’s 43-20 win over 
Woodlawn-Shreveport on 
Friday night.

Robinson’s first touch-
down of the game came on 
a 40-yard scamper while 
he followed that up with a 
one-yard plunge to paydirt.

After building an 8-0 lead 
by the end of the opening 
stanza, the Crimson Tide 
flooded the scoreboard 
with three second quarter 
touchdowns to surge to 
a 30-0 advantage by half-
time.

Crimson Tide quarter-
back Jakobe Jackson con-
nected on three-of-four 

passes for 111 yards, in-
cluding a 42-yard scoring 
strike from Jaylin Willams. 

Minden Junior slot back 
Cameron Mitchell also 
contributed a big per-
formance, rushing seven 
times for 47 yards and two 
touchdowns and hauling 
in a 19-yard scoring pass 
from Jackson for a three-
touchdown performance.

Minden (4-6) ranked at 
No. 32 in Louisiana High 
School Athletics Associa-
tion Power rankings, fall-
ing barely short of the 28-
team Division II Nonselect 
School playoff field.

NORTH WEBSTER 48, 
LRCA 12

The Knights ended their 
season in winning fashion 
as North Webster started 
strong and never looked 

back in a win over the win-
less Tigers, a team playing 
its first year of football as 
a probationary member of 
the LHSAA.

North Webster struck 
first early on as Collin McK-
enzie hit Jkobe Lawson on 
a 20-yard scoring strike 
before a LRCA turnover set 
them right back up in scor-
ing position at the Tigers’ 
eight-yard line.

McKenzie’s first of 
four scores on a quarter-
back keeper pushed the 
Knights’ advantage to 13-0, 
and North Webster never 
looked back, building a 
41-6 lead by halftime.

Cooper Sanders added 
scoring runs of 35 and 50 
yards for the Knights (2-8) 
while also picking off a pass 
on the defensive side of the 
ball.

Lady Techsters soccer falls in C-USA quarterfinals
CHARLOTTE, N.C. —

The Louisiana Tech wom-
en’s soccer team had their 
season come to a close in 
the 2022 Conference USA 
Quarterfinals suffering a 
4-1 loss to Florida Atlan-
tic. 

 LA Tech found itself  
in a big hole early after 
two goals, just 45 sec-
onds apart, from C-USA’s 
Midfielder of the Year Gi 
Krstec. 

 Tech would get one 
back from Kalli Matlock 
in the 31’ for her fourth 
goal of the season, which 
closed the gap heading in 

to halftime, 2-1. 
 Louisiana Tech had a 

couple chances in FAU’s 
box but could not convert 
when they needed. 

 The Owls extended 
their lead, 3-1, on a pen-
alty kick from Hailey 
Landrus and added in-
surance from Bri Austin 
in the 67’. 

 In a year where Tech 
faced plenty of adversity, 
the Lady Techsters fin-
ished the season 7-9-3 
overall with a 5-3-2 mark 
in Conference USA in the 
first full season under the 
direction of head coach 

Steve Voltz.
 Tech was still able to 

grab their first conference 
tournament bid since 
2019, enjoyed the most 
All-Conference selections 
and honors, and finished 
with their highest confer-
ence finish since 2017.

FAU now leads the all-
time series 4-3-1, while 
Tech falls to 0-3-0 in C-
USA tournament matches 
against the Owls.

• Sophie Fijneman 
played the full 90 minutes 
again, the 17th time in 19 
matches this season. She 
played all but 33 minutes 

during the 2022 season.
• LA Tech extended 

their goals-scored streak 
to eight matches, scoring 
14 over the span.

• Sydnee Korchak add-
ed two saves bringing her 
2022 total to 86, which is 
the fifth-most in a single 
season in program his-
tory. 

• Josie Studer and Laura 
Ogando also played the 
full 90; Studer’s ninth 
time in 11 matches; it was 
Ogando’s 14th. 

• Fijneman & Ogando 
each made their 50th ca-
reer starts.
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BLACK BAYOU – Bass 
have been fair around the 
trees and brush. No report 
on crappie or bream. Con-
tact Honey Hole Tackle 
Shop 323-8707 for the lat-
est information.

OUACHITA RIVER 
–  The water is at pool 
stagThe water is at pool 
stage. Crappie fishing has 
slowed down with fair 
catches at best being made 
around tops in the river on 
shiners and jigs.. Bass are 
fair fishing the run-outs 
with spinner baits, topwater 
lures early and crank baits 
and soft plastics later. For 
the latest information, con-
tact the Honey Hole Tackle 
Shop at 323-8707.

LAKE D’ARBONNE 
– Crappie fishing is start-
ing to improve along the 
edges of the channel with 
some slabs being caught 
on shiners or jigs. Bass 
are still along the banks 
early with topwater lures, 
buzz baits, plastic frogs 
working. Later in the day 
soft plastics are best. The 
bream have about shut it 
down but catfish can still 
be caught fishing cold 
worms off the banks. For 
the latest information, call 
Anderson Sport Center at 
368-9669 or Honey Hole 
Tackle Shop at 323-8707.

LAKE CLAIBORNE 
– Crappie continue be in 
Crappie fishing has im-
proved with some nice 
fish being caught along the 
Thousand Foot channel on 
shiners or jigs. Bass have 
been best skipping jigs 
under the docks with Ban-
dit crank baits picking up 
a few as well. Catfishing 
has been fair. No report on 

bream. For the latest infor-
mation, call Kel’s Cove at 
927-2264 or Terzia Tackle 
at 278-4498.

CANEY LAKE –  Crap-
pie are still around Some 
bass are still schooling 
with some nice sized bass 
to 3-4 pounds caught in the 
schools on shad imitation 
lures. Fishing for them after 
dark is producing some big-
ger fish on oversized plastic 
worms fished along under-
water humps. Crappie have 
slowed down with jigs and 
shiners picking up a few 
around the deeper tops. No 
report on bream or catfish. 
For information contact 
Hooks Marina at 249-2347, 
Terzia Tackle at 278-4498 
or the Honey Hole Tackle 
Shop at 323-8707.

LAKE POVERTY 
POINT – Crappie fishing 
has been improving with 
some nice ones caught 
around the boat slips, 
around the trees and on the 
lower end of the lake on 
shiners or jigs. been off and 
on with good catches made 
one day and fair the next on 
shiners or jigs. No report 
on bream or bass. Catfish-
ing has been good on a va-
riety of baits. For the latest 
reports, call Poverty Point 
Marina at 318-878-0101. 

LAKE YUCATAN – The 
water is the lowest it has 
been in years. Fishing has 
been fair with windy condi-
tions keeping most folks off 
the lake. Some crappie and 
catfish are being caught and 
a few buffalo have been 
caught in nets. For infor-
mation, call Surplus City 
Landing at 318-467-2259.

.
— Glynn Harris

Younger hunters tend to be more injury prone

  PHOTO BY GLYNN HARRIS
Homemade deer stands can be dangerous if not 
checked regularly for wear and decay.

Fishing Report

LSU, GSU, NSU, LA Tech all earn big wins

GLYNN HARRIS

He’s a 22 year old stud 
muffin, invincible, with 
testosterone raging and 
a nothing-bad-can-
happen-to-me attitude. 
He has the world by the 
tail with only good stuff 
lying ahead.

One year later, he’s a 
23 year old paraplegic, 
destined to spend the 
rest of his life in a wheel 
chair.  

What happened to 
cause such a life-alter-
ing change? He made 
a critical error in judg-
ment while climbing 
into his deer stand. 
He hadn’t bothered to 
check the condition of 
the wooden steps he’d 
nailed to the tree a cou-
ple of years ago. He’d 
scooted up these steps 
to reach his deer stand 
dozens of times with-
out mishap. Did he use 
a safety harness? Nah…
he didn’t need that.  

This time, though, was 
different. He reached 
for a step not taking the 
time to see that it had 
rotted during the off-
season, it pulled free 
and he hit the ground 
a dozen feet below with 
a thud, his lower back 
landing on a root that 
protruded from the 
ground. 

A vertebrae was shat-
tered and long story 
short, he’d never walk 
again. 

Dr. Bobby Dale, a life-
long hunter, is also an 
emergency room phy-
sician who practices 
medicine in his home-
town of Tupelo, Missis-
sippi. Visiting with Dr. 
Dale at a writer’s con-
ference, we had occa-
sion to talk about what 
is more likely to injure 
hunters while hunting. 
Dale noted that con-

trary to what many be-
lieve, it’s not the older 
and more fragile hunter 
who is more apt to be 
injured; it’s the strong, 
virile, younger guy.

“From what I’ve ob-
served from patients 
I have seen in the ER 
where I practice, it’s 
the younger one more 
prone to suffer serious 
injuries while hunting. 
This is particularly true 
concerning falls from 
elevated deer stands,” 
Dale said. “In fact, I re-
cently read a report that 

revealed the majority 
of bow hunters who fall 
from tree stands are in 
their 20s and 30s. Also, 
about 10% of these inju-
ries are alcohol-related. 

“While it is true that 
guys in their 50s and 60s 
and older have bones 
that are more easily bro-
ken, I don’t see nearly as 
many injuries from fall-
ing from a stand from 
this older group. It’s just 
a fact that the older guy 
is more cautious,” he 
added.

Dr. Dale noted that a 

PHOTO  COURTESY GSU  ATHLETICS COMMUNICATIONS
Grambling running back Maurice Washington (28) totaled 201 rushing yards in Saturday’s win over Arkansas-Pine Bluff

BATON ROUGE (AP) 
— First-year LSU quarter-
back Jayden Daniels was 
unflappable in the face of 
an Alabama defense that 
sacked him six times.

First-year Tigers coach 
Brian Kelly made bold de-
cisions while trying to cap-
ture a maiden victory over 
Nick Saban and the Crim-
son Tide.

Together, Daniels and 
Kelly helped produce a 
scene of sheer rapture at 
Death Valley — something 
that was hard to envision 
when the two joined a pro-
gram coming off consecu-
tive non-winning seasons.

Daniels ran for 25-yard 
touchdown in overtime 
and then found Mason 
Taylor for a do-or-die 
2-point conversion, and 
15th-ranked LSU seized 
control of the SEC West 
race with 32-31 victory 
over No. 6 Alabama on Sat-
urday night.

“I had never beaten Ala-
bama,” Kelly said. “I was 
emotional, not for myself, 
but I was emotional for 
our team. Because I know 
what we looked like in 
January and to see where 
we are today, that’s pretty 
emotional.”

Jubilant fans stormed 
the field after LSU (7-2, 
5-1 Southeastern Confer-
ence) triumphed in a rivet-
ing game that included six 
second-half lead changes 
and a tying field goal by 
Alabama in the final 30 
seconds.

Alabama (7-2, 4-2) be-
gan overtime with the ball 
and took a 31-24 lead on 
Roydell Williams’ second 
touchdown of the game.

But Daniels needed one 
play in overtime to score 
and force a decision by 
Kelly to try to tie it with 
a kick or let the Arizona 
State transfer try to win it.

“If you asked me before 
the game started, ‘Hey I’m 
going to give you one play 
and if you are successful on 

that one play you are going 
to beat Alabama,’ I would 
have taken it 100 times out 
of a hundred,” Kelly said. 
“At that moment, it kind of 
hit me that way. I knew we 
had a really good play that 
we hadn’t used and (Ala-
bama) hadn’t seen. When 
you get (Daniels) out on 
the perimeter you truly 
have a threat. So I felt re-
ally good about the play.”

The winning play began 
with Daniels rolling right 
before throwing to Taylor 
along the goal line. Taylor 
was tackled at the pylon 
but with the ball narrowly 
across the goal line.

“I felt comfortable with 
the play,” Daniels said, 
adding that he, like Kelly, 
didn’t want a second over-
time. “If it wasn’t there, 
hopefully I could make 
something of it with my 
legs. But I was able to give 
Mason a ball he could 
catch and the rest is his-
tory.”

Alabama, favored by 
nearly two-touchdowns, 
lost in Tiger Stadium for 
the first time since 2010.

“It would be an under-
statement to say how dis-
appointed our team is,” Sa-
ban said. “Sometimes, we 
beat ourselves too much 
and it’s kind of hard to 
overcome. It was a tough 
loss, but there’s nobody 
that feels worse about it 
than the players.”

Kelly, who as Notre 
Dame’s coach lost to Sa-
ban and Alabama twice 
in college football’s post-
season, became the coach 
to end LSU’s decade-long 
run of home futility against 
the Tide at the beginning 
of a 10-year contract worth 
nearly $100 million.

“To come here and re-
store the pride and tradi-
tion of this program just 
means so much,” Kelly 
said. “It just feels so good 
to return the faith and trust 
that they’ve given to me.”

Daniels passed for 182 
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fall, even one from just 
a few feet, can result in 
serious injury. Obvious-
ly, the further you fall, 
the more serious inju-
ries become, he said.

“I’ve seen victims who 
fell from stands come to 
the ER with everything 
from closed head in-
juries, bleeding on the 
brain, spinal fractures 
with paralysis, broken 
arms, legs and ribs, col-
lapsed lungs, ruptured 
spleens in addition to 
profuse external bleed-
ing,” Dale said.  

While mishaps us-
ing home-made deer 
stands are more likely 
to result in serious in-
juries, manufactured 
stands can also cause 
falls if not used prop-
erly.

“ M a n u f a c t u r e d 
stands have to meet a 
safety code and the vast 
majority of these stands 
are safe when properly 
used. 

However, they still 
have to be secured to 
the tree in the proper 
manner to be complete-
ly safe. 

Climbing stands are 
quite safe but when care 
is not taken in using 
them, they can result 
in twisting or slipping 
when not correctly se-
cured to the tree. The re-
sult can be disastrous,” 
he added.

I’ve hunted deer from 
elevated stands for years 
fortunately without in-
cident and I want to 
keep it that way. There-
fore, I have developed a 
personal rule-of-thumb 
in my deer hunting. 

The older I “git,” the 
closer to the ground I 
sit.

— Contact Glynn 
Harris at glynnharris37@
gmail.com. 

yards and two touch-
downs, and also ran for 
95 yards and a score. Josh 
Williams had a 2-yard TD 
run for LSU.

 
LA Tech 40, MTSU 24
RUSTON (AP) — Parker 

McNeil returned to the 
lineup and threw three 
touchdown passes to lead 
Louisiana Tech to victory 
over Middle Tennessee on 
Saturday.

McNeil threw TD passes 
of 41 yards to Cyrus Al-
len, and 10 yards and 27 
yards to Tre Harris as the 
Bulldogs built a 27-14 lead 
with about a minute to go 
in the second quarter.

Middle Tennessee 
closed to within 27-21 just 
before halftime when Jay-
lin Lane caught a 3-yard 
TD pass from Chase Cun-
ningham.

In the third quarter, 

Louisiana Tech (3-6, 2-3 
Conference USA) added 
Willie Roberts’s 18-yard 
interception return and 
two field goals by Jacob 
Barnes for a 40-21 lead. 
Zeke Rankin’s 26-yard 
field goal near the middle 
of the fourth quarter was 
the only second-half score 
for the Blue Raiders (4-5, 
1-4).

McNeil, who was in-
jured early in the game 
against Rice two weeks ago 
and missed last week’s loss 
to Florida International, 
completed 14 of 33 passes 
for 285 yards and was in-
tercepted once. 

Marquis Crosby had 123 
yads rushing on 24 carries. 

Barnes made four field 
goals in five tries.

Cunningham was 15-of-
27 passing for 136 yards 
and threw three intercep-
tions.

 GSU 45, UAPB 6
GRAMBLING (AP) — 

Maurice Washington 
rushed for a career-high 
201 yards on a scant 10 
carries with two touch-
downs and Grambling 
walloped Arkansas-Pine 
Bluff on Saturday.

Grambling (3-6, 2-4 
Southwestern Athletic 
Conference), which beat 
Alcorn State 35-6 last 
week, now has won back-
to-back games for the first 
time since 2019.

Emerging from halftime 
with a 7-0 lead, Wash-
ington broke a tackle in 
the secondary on the first 
play from scrimmage and 
sprinted 75 yards down 
the right sideline for a two-
touchdown lead.

Following a Golden Li-
ons (2-7, 0-6) field goal, 
Washington escaped again 
— this time running for a 

60-yard score.
Skyler Perry threw for 

228 yards and a touch-
down with an interception 
for Arkansas-Pine Bluff.

  
Northwestern State 41, 

Texas A&M Commerce 13
COMMERCE, Texas 

(AP) — Zach Clement 
threw four touchdown 
passes, Northwestern 
State held Texas A&M-
Commerce scoreless in 
the second half and the 
Demons posted a win 
over the Lions on Satur-
day to remain undefeated 
in Southland Conference 
play.

All four of the Demons 
(4-5) wins have come 
against conference oppo-
nents and they close out 
the season at Southeast 
Louisiana and at home 
against second-place In-
carnate Word.
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GOOD NEWS

We all have at least 

one shoebox, but I re-

member when there 

was only one! In the 

fall we got our new 

pair of shoes (usually 

those old black high-

top Converse tennis 

shoes). They had to 

last us all year long, 

so we treasured the 

shoes and the shoe 

box too! The box was 

cleaned and put away 

for Christmas morning 

goodies. No stockings 

for us! Too many holes 

in them by that Christ-

mas time! Besides the 

shoe box would hold 

stuff – socks, a cap and 

a few extras that grand-

ma’s stockings just 

could not hold.

Waking up on Christ-

mas morning was ex-

citing, even to the poor 

farm children who al-

ready knew the mean-

ing of ‘slim pickings’. 

But still we enjoyed 

the regular items in 

the shoe boxes – dried 

raisins on the stem, an 

apple, orange, banana, 

some hard candy and 

maybe a little 

toy of sorts, 

from the 5 

& 10 cents 

store.  Nev-

e r t h e l e s s , 

the power 

of the shoe 

box filled 

with these “specials” 

brought great hope to 

each of us. That blessed 

feeling is still being felt 

all around the world to-

day due to the power of 

a shoe box, filled with 

love and a few small 

age-appropriate items.

Folks like you and me 

take the time each fall 

to buy small items for 

children of all ages and 

stuff them tightly (try-

ing to get as much as 

possible) in the bright-

ly colored box, slip in a 

check for $10.00, along 

with a note and photo 

of each participant, 

secured with a rub-

ber band. Now 

we are ready to 

send the box on 

a long journey 

to the other side 

of the world.

In this area, 

the collection 

point for them 

is First Baptist Church, 

Minden – during the 

week of November 

14-21. After being 

‘checked-in’, the boxes 

are placed in larger 

boxes, taped off and 

loaded on U-Hauls to 

be delivered to First 

Baptist Church, Bossier 

City. Last year we all 

collected nearly 2,000 

shoe boxes to pass on.

The boxes are trans-

ported on to Dallas (or 

other regional hubs) 

by the kind and gener-

ous leaders at Roadway 

Trucking.  Once there, 

boxes are opened, in-

spected, and re-boxed 

for the overseas flight. 

The money is removed 

for general expenses 

and directed to Frank-

lin Graham headquar-

ters. And between De-

cember 15 and January 

15, children around 

the world will enjoy a 

“touch of love” sent in 

a shoe box of all things. 

If we all could hear the 

reports from children 

about the impact made 

on their lives, we would 

better understand the 

importance of a comb, 

hair brush, a stuffed 

animal or small doll. 

That’s why we encour-

age folks to ‘huff and 

puff and squeeze as 

much into the boxes as 

possible.” There is al-

ways a gospel leaflet in 

the children’s ‘mother 

language.’ Extra spe-

cial for sure! Over the 

past 25 years, a total of 

198 million boxes have 

been sent from the 

States to poor children, 

some of whom have 

never received a gift of 

any kind. How reward-

ing to be a part of such 

a special project!

Do you want a bless-

ing of unusual mea-

sure? Wouldn’t you 

like to minister to “one 

of the least of those 

Jesus spoke about?” 

(Matt 25:40). Well, this 

is a beginning point in 

making this Christmas 

extra special. School 

groups have picked up 

stacks of boxes, Civic 

Clubs help also! Indi-

viduals and families 

can participate too!

Save those shoe box-

es for the children of 

the world! They may be 

“red, yellow, black and 

white, but all are pre-

cious in His sight.” Yes, 

Jesus loves the little 

children of the world.  

May this remind all of 

us of the power of the 

empty boxes in the 

closet. Never throw 

them away, but begin 

to pack them lovingly, 

carefully and prayerful-

ly throughout the year, 

for poor children in 

“yonder land” waiting, 

hoping and longing for 

a touch of love from 

some caring hand! God 

will bless you for help-

ing!

    

Bill Crider is Chaplain of 

Minden Medical Center

Bill Crider

The Empty Shoe Box in the Closet

“But speaking the truth in love, let us 
grow in every way into Him 
who is the head–Christ.” 
Ephesians 4:15 HCSB 

  

Instead of being persuad-
ed by trickery and cunning 
of man and living according 
to the ways of the world, be-
lievers must speak and live, 
being guided by the truth of 
God.  God’s Word must be 
spoken and lived out in love and com-
passion that expresses His desire for all 
people to repent from sinful ways and 
live righteous and holy lives in Christ.  

Believers must grow and mature in 
their daily walk with Christ.  
In every aspect of their lives, 
believers must become more 
and more like Jesus who is their 
only Lord and Master.

 

Lord Jesus, help me to grow 
by learning to obey Your Word 
in all I say and do.  I surrender 
my life to following You and liv-
ing according to Your Word.  

Max Hutto is a Baptist Minister and a resi-
dent of Minden.  More information can be found 

at www.upwardlook.org.

THE UPWARD LOOK

Max Hutto

Living and Growing

Good News

INSPIRATION

As Americans, most of us enjoy some 
form of leisure time activity. Those ac-
tivities could include sporting  events, 
concerts, and even movies. Though 
these activities might be different from 
one another they are  also very 
similar. In every one of these 
situations, you find yourself in a 
large group often comprised of  
familiar and unfamiliar people. 
Despite the group’s differences, 
they have one major similar-
ity they all  enjoy this particular 
activity and they are all partak-
ing in this shared experience. 
This creates common  ground 
and an avenue for communica-
tion with people you otherwise 
might not talk to. This raises the  
question of why can’t our Christian walk 
provide the same experience? We are not 
instructed to only  minister to the people 

we know or feel comfortable around but 
we are instructed to minister to all the  
world. Take, for instance, the movies we 
sit for 2 hours with strangers where we 
laugh, cry, get angry,  and fall in love and 

we do all of this while sitting in 
the dark and trying to remain 
quiet. If we can have  such a 
powerful experience sitting si-
lently in the dark imagine what 
we could do out loud in the 
light!  My challenge for every-
one reading this article is to go 
out and be the light of Jesus for 
at least one  person this week 
by using common ground.

Bernard Harris III is a Haughton firemAN AND A 
LOCAL RESIDENT OF MINDEN

Bernard Harris

Common Ground



REQUEST A 
FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(855) 649-6863

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty* 
– A $695 Value!

Prepare 
for power 
outages 
today 
WITH A HOME 
STANDBY GENERATOR

Fun &
          Games

Get your FREE Information Kit
Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and 
Preventive Benefits Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this 
type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not 
available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; 
PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds: 
B438, B439 (GA: B439B).
6208-0721

DENTAL Insurance

If you’ve put off dental care, it’s easy to 
get back on track. Call Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company now for inexpensive 
dental insurance. Get help paying for the 
dental care you need. 

Getting back to the dentist  
couldn’t be easier!

CALL TODAY
1-855-409-6083 

Dental50Plus.com/statewide
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Classifieds
PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!
classifieds@press-herald.com

Classified line ads are published Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday in the Minden Press-Herald, Bossier Press-Tribune and online at www.press.herald.com

Classified
Rates
Pricing is easy!

$7.75
Per Day - Up to 20 words! 

Aditional words are only 30 
cents more!

Garage Sales
No word limit.

$11
One Day

$16.50
Two Days

Receive a FREE Garage 
Sale Kit with your two day 

ad!

* Garage Sale ads must be 
prepaid.

Deadlines

Ads
Line ads and display ads must 

be submitted by noon two 
days before publication. 

Public Notices
Public notices must be sub-

mitted two days prior to 
publication date depending 

on the length. Notices may be 
emailed to classifieds@press-

herald.com

Payments
Cash Checks, Billing

Real Estate Notice
“All real estate advertised 
here is subject to the Fed-

eral Fair Housing Act, which 
makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 

familial status, or national 
origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limita-
tion, or discrimination. We 
will not knowlingly accept 

any advertising for real estate, 
which is in violation of th 

elaw. All persons are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 

advertised are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

Grow
Your

Business
Call to place your ad!

PLACE
YOUR

AD
TODAY!
377-1866
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The Webster Par-
ish School Board 

is posting an 
E-Rate Request for 
Proposal(RFP) for 
Category 2 prod-

ucts and services.  
You can access the 

RFP by going to 
www.websterpsb.
org and navigating 

to Departments, 
Technology, E-Rate 

RFP

SHERIFF’S SALE 

PENNYMAC LOAN 
SERVICES, LLC
VS.
JACQUELINE N. 
MCDONOUGH 
A/K/A JACQUE-
LINE N. HOERST 
MCDONOUGH 
A/K/A JAC-
QUELINE MC-
DONOUGH A/K/A 
JACQUELINE N. 
HOERST A/K/A 
JACQUENLINE 
HOERST A/K/A 
JACQUELINE 
HOERST A/K/A 
JACQUELINE 
HOERST MC-
DONOUGH A/K/A 
JACQUELINE H. 
MCDONOUGH

In the Twenty-Sixth 
Judicial District 
Court of Webster 
Parish, Louisiana, 
No. 80192

   By virtue of a 
WRIT OF SEIZURE 
AND SALE issued 
out of the Twenty-
Sixth Judicial 
District Court of 
Webster Parish, 
Louisiana, in the 
above styled and 
numbered suit and 
to me directed, I 
have seized and 
taken into my 
possession and 
will offer for sale at 
public auction to 
the last and highest 
bidder for cash 
WITH the benefit of 
appraisement and 
according to law at 
the principal front 
door of the Court-
house in the City of 
Minden, Webster 
Parish, Louisiana 
on WEDNESDAY, 
December 14, 
2022, 
During the legal 
sale hours, the 
following property, 
to wit:

The property 
described in the Act 
of Mortgage is de-
scribed as follows:

Lots two hundred 
thirty-five (235), two 
hundred thirty-six 
(236), two hundred 
thirty-seven (237) 
and two hundred-
eight (238), 
Palmetto Beach Es-
tates, a subdivision 
in Webster Parish, 
Louisiana, as per 
plat thereof re-
corded in plat book 
3, page 49, records 
of Webster Parish, 
Louisiana, together 
with all buildings 
and improvements 
located thereof.

SOLD SUBJECT 
TO ANY SUPE-
RIOR LIENS, 
MORTGAGES 
OR PRIVILEGES 
THERETO. 
     Said property 
seized is that of the 
defendant and will 
be sold to satisfy a 
judgment rendered 
in our Honorable 
Court. 

JASON R. PARKER 
Sheriff & Ex-Officio 

Auctioneer
Webster Parish, 

Louisiana 

Linda Vaughan - 
Deputy

November 9, 2022
December 7, 2022
Minden Press-Herald

If anyone knows 
the whereabouts of 
the family of Norma 
Elizabeth Ford Coker, 
last known address is 
6784 Highway 531, 
Heflin, LA  71039, 
please contact 
Attorney Kharmen 
Davis-Taylor at (318) 
621-9400.

November 2, 2022
November 9, 2022
Minden Press-Herald

SHERIFF’S SALE 

B1 BANK
VS.
TED HEARD EV-
ERETT, JR., AND 
GUILLERMO L. 
DOMINGUEZ AND 
BETHANY ANN 
DOMINGUEZ

In the Twenty-Sixth 
Judicial District 
Court of Webster 
Parish, Louisiana, 
No. CV80224

   By virtue of a 
WRIT OF SEIZURE 
AND SALE issued 
out of the Twenty-
Sixth Judicial 
District Court of 
Webster Parish, 
Louisiana, in the 
above styled and 
numbered suit and 
to me directed, I 
have seized and 
taken into my 
possession and 
will offer for sale at 

public auction to 
the last and highest 
bidder for cash 
WITH the benefit of 
appraisement and 
according to law at 
the principal front 
door of the Court-
house in the City of 
Minden, Webster 
Parish, Louisiana 
on WEDNESDAY, 
November 16, 
2022, 
During the legal 
sale hours, the 
following property, 
to wit:

Lots 10 & 11 of the 
E.B. Smith Subdivi-
sion, a subdivision 
located in Section 
19, Township 18 
North, Range 9 
West, Webster 
Parish, Louisiana, 
as shown on plat re-
corded in Map Book 
3, Page 4 in the 
Office of the Clerk 
of Court of Webster 
Parish, Louisiana.

118 Horseshoe 
Bridge Road, 
Doyline, Louisiana 
71023

SOLD SUBJECT 
TO ANY SUPE-
RIOR LIENS, 
MORTGAGES 
OR PRIVILEGES 
THERETO. 
     Said property 
seized is that of the 
defendant and will 
be sold to satisfy a 
judgment rendered 
in our Honorable 
Court. 

JASON R. PARKER 
Sheriff & Ex-Officio 

Auctioneer
Webster Parish, 

Louisiana 

Linda Vaughan - 
Deputy

October 14, 2022
November 9, 2022
Minden Press-Herald

SHERIFF’S SALE 

JP MORGAN 
CHASE BANK, NA-
TIONAL ASSOCIA-
TION
VS.
BECKY L. WALN 
WIFE OF/AND 
MARTIN D. WALN

In the Twenty-Sixth 
Judicial District 
Court of Webster 
Parish, Louisiana, 
No. CV80223

   By virtue of a 
WRIT OF SEIZURE 
AND SALE issued 
out of the Twenty-
Sixth Judicial 
District Court of 
Webster Parish, 
Louisiana, in the 
above styled and 
numbered suit and 
to me directed, I 
have seized and 
taken into my pos-
session and will of-
fer for sale at public 
auction to the last 
and highest bidder 
for cash WITH-
OUT the benefit of 
appraisement and 
according to law at 
the principal front 
door of the Court-
house in the City of 
Minden, Webster 
Parish, Louisiana 
on WEDNESDAY, 
November 16, 
2022, 
During the legal 
sale hours, the 
following property, 
to wit:

Lots 187 & 188, 
Palmetto Beach 
Estates, Webster 
Parish, Louisiana, 
as per plat recorded 
in Book 3, Page 
49 in the Convey-
ance Records of 
Webster Parish, 
Louisiana, together 
with all buildings 
and improvements 
thereon.

SOLD SUBJECT 
TO ANY SUPE-
RIOR LIENS, 
MORTGAGES 
OR PRIVILEGES 
THERETO. 
     Said property 
seized is that of the 
defendant and will 
be sold to satisfy a 
judgment rendered 
in our Honorable 
Court. 

JASON R. PARKER 
Sheriff & Ex-Officio 

Auctioneer
Webster Parish, 

Louisiana 

Linda Vaughan - 
Deputy

October 14, 2022
November 9, 2022
Minden Press-Herald

SHERIFF’S SALE 

CLICK N CLOSE 
INC
VS.
FELICIA ANN COV-
INGTON

Attorney
PROBLEM 

CREDIT RE-
PORT? Lexing-
ton Law helps 
works to chal-

lenge inaccurate 
negative items 

including identity 
theft, collections, 
late payments, 
liens and more 
from your credit 
report. Call for a 
free credit repair 

consultation: 
1-888-521-0958 
John C. Heath, 
Attorney at Law, 
PLLC, dba Lex-
ington Law Firm.  

(LA-SCAN)
Finances

Do you owe over 
$10,000 to the 
IRS or State in 

back taxes? Our 
firm works to 

reduce the tax 
bill or zero it out 

completely FAST. 
Let us help! Call 
1-844-827-2674 

(LA-SCAN)
Over $10K in 

Debt? Be debt 
free in 24 to 

48 months. No 
upfront fees to 
enroll. A+ BBB 
rated. Call Na-

tional Debt Relief 
1-844-932-4168. 

(LA-SCAN)
SAVE YOUR 

HOME! Are you 
behind paying 
your MORT-

GAGE? Denied 
a Loan Modifica-
tion? Is the bank 
threatening fore-
closure? CALL 
Homeowner’s 

Relief Line! 
FREE

 CONSULTA-
TION!  

1-877-760-3072
The COVID crisis 

has cost us all 
something. Many 

have lost jobs 
and financial se-
curity. Have $10K 
In Debt? Credit 
Cards. Medical 

Bills. Car Loans. 
Call NATIONAL 
DEBT RELIEF! 
We can help! 

Get a FREE debt 
relief quote: Call 
1-844-488-4687 

(LA-SCAN)
Health and 
Wellness

ATTENTION OX-
YGEN THERAPY 
USERS! Inogen 
One G4 is ca-

pable of full 24/7 
oxygen delivery. 
Only 2.8 pounds. 
FREE information 

kit. Call 1-855-
874-9438. 
(LA-SCAN)

Attention: Oxy-
gen Users! Gain 
freedom with a 

Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator! No 
more heavy tanks 
and refills! Guar-
anteed Lowest 
Prices! Call the 
Oxygen Con-

centrator Store: 
1-855-382-4168 

(LA-SCAN)
MobileHelp, 
America’s 

Premier Mobile 
Medical Alert 

System. Whether 
You’re Home or 

Away. For Safety 
and Peace of 

Mind. No Long 
Term Contracts! 
Free Brochure! 

Call Today!  
1-855-411-0949 

(LA-SCAN)
Portable Oxygen 

Concentrator 
May Be Covered 

by Medicare! 
Reclaim inde-
pendence and 

mobility with the 
compact design 
and long-lasting 
battery of Inogen 
One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 

1-855-636-1667 
(LA-SCAN)

Safe Step. North 
America’s #1 
Walk-In Tub. 

In the Twenty-Sixth 
Judicial District 
Court of Webster 
Parish, Louisiana, 
No. 80298

   By virtue of a 
WRIT OF SEIZURE 
AND SALE issued 
out of the Twenty-
Sixth Judicial 
District Court of 
Webster Parish, 
Louisiana, in the 
above styled and 
numbered suit and 
to me directed, I 
have seized and 
taken into my pos-
session and will of-
fer for sale at public 
auction to the last 
and highest bidder 
for cash WITH-
OUT the benefit of 
appraisement and 
according to law at 
the principal front 
door of the Court-
house in the City of 
Minden, Webster 
Parish, Louisiana 
on WEDNESDAY, 
December 14, 
2022, 
During the legal 
sale hours, the 
following property, 
to wit:

Tract 1:

Begin at the North-
west corner of the 
East half of South-
west Quarter of 
Southwest Quarter, 
Section 8, Township 
23 North, Range 
10 West, Webster 
Parish, Louisiana, 
thence run East 410 
feet to the point of 
beginning; thence 
continue East 100 
feet; thence run 
South 660 feet; 
thence run West 
100 feet; thence 
run North 660 
feet to the point of 
beginning, together 
with all buildings 
and improvements 
located thereon and 
all rights thereto 
belonging.

Tract 2:

Begin at the North-
west corner of the 
East half of South-
west Quarter of 
Southwest Quarter, 
Section 8, Township 
23 North, Range 
10 West, Webster 
Parish, Louisiana; 
thence run East 510 
feet to the point of 
beginning; thence 
continue East 50 
feet; thence run 
South 660 feet; 
thence West 50 
feet; thence run 
North 660 feet to 
the point of begin-
ning; together with 
all building and 
improvements 
located thereon and 
all rights thereto 
belonging.

Tract 3:

Begin at the North-
west corner of the 
East half of South-
west Quarter of 
Southwest Quarter, 
Section 8, Township 
23 North, Range 
10 West, Webster 
Parish, Louisiana; 
thence run East 560 
feet to the point of 
beginning; thence 
continue East 100 
feet; thence run 
South 660 feet; 
thence run West 
100 feet; thence 
run North 660 
feet to the point of 
beginning; together 
with all buildings 
and improvements 
located thereon and 
all rights thereto 
belonging with GEO 
120152.

SOLD SUBJECT 
TO ANY SUPE-
RIOR LIENS, 
MORTGAGES 
OR PRIVILEGES 
THERETO. 
     Said property 
seized is that of the 
defendant and will 
be sold to satisfy a 
judgment rendered 
in our Honorable 
Court. 

JASON R. PARKER 
Sheriff & Ex-Officio 

Auctioneer
Webster Parish, 

Louisiana 

Linda Vaughan - 
Deputy

November 9, 2022
December 7, 2022
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MINUTES

The Webster Parish 
Library Board of Con-
trol met for a regular 
meeting in the Stewart 
Center Meeting Room 
Friday, October 28, 
2022, at 10:00 a.m. 
Present were board 
members George 
French, Linda Watson, 
Nick Cox, Laura Ev-
ans, Ethel Smith, and 

Secretary Savannah 
Jones.  
Absent: Charlotte 
Dean

Mr. French estab-
lished a quorum and 
called the meeting to 
order at 10:14 a.m.

Mr. French asked for 
any additions to the 
agenda. There were 
no additions to the 
agenda. 

Mr. French asked for 
audience comments. 
There were no audi-
ence comments. 

Upon motion by Nick 
Cox, second by Ethel 
Smith, the minutes 
of the July 29, 2022 
regular meeting were 
approved as mailed.

Director Savan-
nah Jones gave an 
overview of the 2022 
year-to-date financial 
report. Upon motion 
by Laura Evans, 
second by Linda 
Watson, the 2022 
year-to-date financial 
report was approved 
as presented. Motion 
carried.

Savannah Jones 
presented the 2022 
amended budgets. 
Upon motion by Ethel 
Smith, second by 
Nick Cox, the 2022 
amended budgets 
were approved as 
presented. Motion 
carried. 

Savannah Jones 
presented the 2023 
proposed budgets 
as well as the 2023 
budget resolution in 
detail. Upon motion by 
Ethel Smith, seconded 
by Laura Evans, it was 
moved to approve 
Resolution 2022-10-
28 adopting the 2023 
proposed budgets as 
presented.  Ayes: 5. 
Nays: 0. Absent from 
vote: 0. Absent from 
meeting: 1.
  
Fund 15 
$ 4,744,107.37
  
Fund 16 
$ 519,846.85
  
Fund 17 
$ 0.00
  
Fund 25 
$ 250,444.38

Nick Cox reported that 
the Library received 
a clean audit for 
2021.  Upon motion by 
Laura Evans, second 
by Linda Watson, it 
was moved to accept 
the audit report as 
presented.  Motion 
carried.

Upon motion by Nick 
Cox, second by Linda 
Watson, the 2023 
Holiday Calendar was 
approved as mailed. 
Motion carried.

Upon motion by Laura 
Evans, second by 
Ethel Smith, it was 
moved to recommend 
that the Police Jury 
reappoint Charlotte 
Dean to serve another 
five year term on the 
Library Board of Con-
trol set to expire on 
December 31, 2027.  
Motion carried.

Upon motion by Linda 
Watson, second by 
Ethel Smith, it was 
voted to change the 
position of Market-
ing Director/Com-
munity Liaison from 
nonexempt to exempt 
status. Motion carried. 

Upon motion by Ethel 
Smith, second by Nick 
Cox, the hours of op-
eration for the Sibley 
library branch were 
approved to be set as 
follows: Monday - Fri-
day from 2PM to 6PM. 
Motion carried. 

Upon motion by Nick 
Cox, second by Ethel 
Smith, the following 
policies were ap-
proved as mailed: 
*  Purchasing and 
Disbursement Policy
*  Receipts and Col-
lections Policy
*  Payroll Policy
*  Debt Service Policy
*  Sexual Harassment 
Policy

There being no further 
business, upon motion 
by Nick Cox, second 
by Laura Evans, the 
meeting adjourned at 
11:41 a.m. 

_________________
President

_________________
Secretary

_________________
Date

November 9, 2022
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SHERIFF’S SALE 

PENNYMAC LOAN 
SERVICES, LLC
VS.
ADAM JOSEPH 
POIRIER A/K/A 
ADAM J. POIRIER 
A/K/A ADAM PO-
IRIER

In the Twenty-Sixth 
Judicial District 
Court of Webster 
Parish, Louisiana, 
No. CV80143

   By virtue of a 
WRIT OF SEIZURE 
AND SALE issued 
out of the Twenty-
Sixth Judicial 
District Court of 
Webster Parish, 
Louisiana, in the 
above styled and 
numbered suit and 
to me directed, I 
have seized and 
taken into my 
possession and 
will offer for sale at 
public auction to 
the last and highest 
bidder for cash 
WITH the benefit of 
appraisement and 
according to law at 
the principal front 
door of the Court-
house in the City of 
Minden, Webster 
Parish, Louisiana 
on WEDNESDAY, 
December 14, 
2022, 
During the legal 
sale hours, the 
following property, 
to wit:

A 2.72 acre, more 
or less, tract of 
land located in the 
Southeast Quarter 
of the Northwest 
Quarter (SE/4 of 
NW/4) of Sec-
tion 21, Township 
19 North, Range 
9 West, Minden, 
Webster Parish, 
Louisiana, more 
particularly de-
scribed as follows:

Begin at an existing 
iron rod located at 
the intersection of 
the South right of 
way of West Mar-
shall Street and the 
West right of way 
of Batton Street, 
and run South 00 
degrees 25 minutes 
00 seconds West 
for a distance of 
290.23 feet along 
said West right of 
way to a 5/8 inch 
iron rod set for 
Martha C. Stinson 
for survey number 
11-043C, dated 
February 23, 2011, 
for the Point of 
Beginning; thence 
continue South 00 
degrees 25 minutes 
00 seconds West 
for a distance of 
239.77 feet, more 
or less, along said 
West right of way to 
a point at the inter-
section of said West 
right of way and the 
North right of way 
of Whitlock Street; 
thence run North 78 
degrees 30 minutes 
00 seconds West 
for a distance of 
150.00 feet, more 
or less, along said 
North right of way 
to apoint located 
at the Southeast 
Corner of the Alfred 
D. Rice property; 
thence run North 11 
degrees 30 minutes 
00 seconds East for 
a distance of 279.60 
feet, more or less, 
to the Northeast 
Corner of the Alfred 
D. Rice property; 
thence run North 78 
degrees 30 minutes 
00 seconds West 
for a distance of 
409.84 feet, more 
or less, to a point 
located in the center 
of Mile Creek; 
thence run North 05 
degrees 00 minutes 
00 seconds East 
for a distance of 
168.53 feet, more 
or less, along said 
centerline to a 
point located at the 
Southwest Corner 
of the Jack G. 
Halterman property; 
thence run South 89 
degrees 35 minutes 
00 seconds East for 
a distance of 332.19 
feet, more or less, 
to a point on the 
West end of West 
Marshall Street; 
thence run South 00 
degrees 25 minutes 
00 seconds West 
for a distance of 
20.00 feet along the 
West end of West 
Marshall Street to 
a point; thence run 
South 89 degrees 
35 minutes 00 
seconds east for a 
distance of 55.00 
feet to a 5/8 inch 
iron rod set for 
Martha C. Stinson, 
for survey 11-043C, 
dated February 23, 
2011, and run to 
said 5/8 inch iron 
rod for the next five 
(5) calls; thence run 
South 00 degrees 
25 minutes 00 
seconds West for a 
distance of 100.00 

feet to a point; 
thence run South 24 
degrees 04 minutes 
35 seconds East for 
a distance of 80.22 
feet to a point; 
thence run South 27 
degrees 45 minutes 
34 seconds East for 
a distance of 90.01 
feet to a point; 
thence run South 17 
degrees 30 minutes 
56 seconds East for 
a distance of 40.38 
feet to a point; 
thence run North 85 
degrees 52 minutes 
38 seconds East for 
a distance of 6.83 
feet to the Point of 
Beginning.

SOLD SUBJECT 
TO ANY SUPE-
RIOR LIENS, 
MORTGAGES 
OR PRIVILEGES 
THERETO. 
     Said property 
seized is that of the 
defendant and will 
be sold to satisfy a 
judgment rendered 
in our Honorable 
Court. 

JASON R. PARKER 
Sheriff & Ex-Officio 

Auctioneer
Webster Parish, 

Louisiana 

Linda Vaughan - 
Deputy

November 9, 2022
December 7, 2022
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Anyone knowing the 
whereabouts of any 
family or friends of 
ERICA S. RICHARD-
SON with regard to 
“GMFS LLCC versus 
Brian Richardson and 
Erica S. Richardson” 
is asked to con-
tact Jack W. Slaid, 
Attorney at Law at 
(318) 382-1177 or at 
1374 Homer Road, 
Suite 200, Minden LA 
71055.

November 9, 2022
November 16, 2022
Minden Press-Herald

The annual exempt 
private foundation re-
turn of Minden Coca-
Cola Scholarship Fund 
for the year ended 
December 31, 2021 is 
available for inspec-
tion at the Coca-Cola 
Bottling Company of 
Minden Inc. during 
regular business hours 
by any citizen who 
requests inspection 
within 30 days after 
today’s date. Contact 
Steven Lingenfelter 
(Secretary-Treasurer) 
at 412 Pine Street 
(Principal Office) in 
Minden, Louisiana. 
Telephone # (318)377-
6846 for inspection 
request.

November 9, 2022
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PUBLIC NOTICE

LCDBG Application 
Available for Review

The City of Minden 
announces that an 
application for the FY 
2023 Louisiana Com-
munity Development 
Block Grant (LCDBG) 
funds will be submitted 
for the following:

Activity:  LCDBG 
funds will be used to 
repair and improve 
streets in the City. 
Objective:  To provide 
adequate roadways 
for low-moderate 
income residents of 
the City of Minden.
Location: Target Area 
1 lies just south of 
Highway 80 on West 
Roosevelt Drive. 
Target Area 2 consists 
of several streets 
around Rebecca 
Street, including Crich-
ton Street, Rebecca 
Street, West Street, 
Morrow Street, and 
Winford Street. Target 
Area 3 lies south of 
Downtown Minden 
near Sheppard Street. 
Target Area 4 is just 
south of Target Area 3 
around Moore Street. 
Target Area 5 lies 
north of J.A. Phillips 
Elementary School 
on Durwood Street. 
Target Area 6 is south 
of East Union Street 
on B.F. Martin Drive. 
Amount: Up to 
$1,600,000

All citizens, particularly 
persons of low and 
moderate income and 
residents of blighted 
areas, are encouraged 
to submit their views 
and proposals by 
November 14, 2022, 
to the Mayor at the 
following address:

Office of the Mayor
City of Minden

520 Broadway Street
Minden, LA 71055

Telephone: (318) 
377-2144

The application will be 
submitted to the Divi-
sion of Administration, 
Office of Community
Development on 
November 21, 2022. A 
copy of the application 
will be available for 
review at the City Hall 
between the hours of 
7:30 AM to 4:00 PM 
on Monday through 
Friday.

November 9, 2022
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With all the weird and wacky things
to do in Louisiana, it’s pretty fair to
say the unusual is our usual.

Get your FREE pass and check in
at just eight of the offbeat offerings
on our list to win a prize.
((Of course, the prize will be unusual!)

SIGN UP FOR YOUR FREE PASS AT: Fun.LouisianaTravel.com

AN UNUSUAL OFFER FOR YOU.

SCAN ME!
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MISC.

 Bossier 
Sheriff Office 

to petition 
the court for 
permission 

to dispose of 
seized & found 

property
In accordance 

with article 
228.3 of the 

Louisiana Code 
of Criminal 

Procedure, and 
due to cur-

rent storage 
concerns, the 

Bossier Sheriff’s 
Office intends 
to petition the 
26th Judicial 
District Court 
for permission 
to dispose of 

property seized 
as evidence 
in numerous 

criminal inves-
tigations and 

items of found 
property where 
no owners have 
been found or 

any claims have 
been made for 

the return of the 
property. 
DRIVERS

BOX TRUCK 
DELIVERY 

DRIVER New 
Higher Pay 

Scale !
Bill & Ralph’s 
Inc. 118 B & R 
Drive, Sarepta, 
La. 71071 Ac-
cepting Appli-

cations For 
Box Truck 

Delivery Driver 
Must have at 
least a Class 
D License. 
Training for 

CDL-A will be 
available, if 

interested, but 
not mandatory. 
Free Medical 
Insurance for 
Driver, Family 
Medical Insur-
ance available.

Dental and 
401K Benefits, 

Hourly plus 
Incentive Pay,
Yearly Safety 
Bonus Pay, 

Monthly 
Safety/Perfor-

mance Pay. 
Apply at Bill & 
Ralph’s Con-
tact Mickey 
Hodges at 

(318)539-2071
mickey.hodg-
es@billandral-

phs.com 
DELIVERY 
DRIVERS 
NEEDED 

New Higher 
Pay Scale !

Bill & Ralph’s 
Inc.

118 B & R 
Drive, Sarepta, 

La. 71071
Accepting Ap-
plications For 
Delivery Route 
Drivers with a 
CDL(Class A) 

Drivers Li-
cense.

Free Medical 
Insurance for 
Driver, Family 
Medical Insur-
ance available. 

Dental and 
401K Ben-

efits, Hourly 
plus Incentive 

Pay, Yearly 
Safety Bonus 
Pay, Monthly 
Safety/Perfor-

mance Pay. 
Apply at Bill & 
Ralph’s Con-
tact Mickey 
Hodges at 

(318)539-2071
mickey.hodg-
es@billandral-

phs.com 

Comprehensive 
lifetime warranty. 
Top-of-the-line 
installation and 
service. Now 
featuring our 
FREE shower 
package and 

$1600 Off for a 
limited time! Call 
today! Financing 

available. Call 
Safe Step 

1-844-699-5801 
(LA-SCAN)

SAVE ON YOUR 

MEDICARE 
SUPPLEMENT! 
FREE QUOTES 
from top provid-
ers. Excellent 

coverage. Call for 
a no obligation 

quote to see how 
much you can 

save! 1-877-326-
0344 (LA-SCAN)
Stroke and Car-
diovascular dis-
ease are leading 
causes of death, 
according to the 

American 
Heart Associa-

tion. Screenings 
can provide 

peace of mind 
or early detec-

tion! Contact Life 
Line Screen-

ing to schedule 
your screening. 
Special offer - 5 
screenings for 
just $149. Call 

1-866-470-1458 
(LA-SCAN)
WE SHOP, 

YOU SAVE on 
your Medicare 
Supplement 

Insurance! Call 
1-877-761-1233 

today to compare 
Medicare benefits 

and costs from 
up to 20 top-rated 
carriers. Receive 
the best option 

for you. 
(LA-SCAN)
Home and 

Garden   
Eliminate gut-
ter cleaning 
forever with 

LeafFilter, the 
most advanced 
debris-blocking 
gutter protec-

tion. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 
Call 1-866-846-

0785 (LA-SCAN)
Home 

Improvement
BATHROOM 

RENOVATIONS. 
EASY, ONE DAY 

updates! We 
specialize in safe 
bathing. Beauti-
ful new walk-in 

showers with no 
slip flooring. Also, 

grab bars and 
seated showers 

available. Call for 
a free in-home 
consultation: 

1-855-238-1870 
(LA-SCAN)

Prepare for pow-
er outages today 
with a GENERAC 

home standby 
generator $0 
Money Down 

+ Low Monthly 
Payment Options 
Request a FREE 
Quote Call now 
before the next 
power outage: 

1-844-335-2962 
(LA-SCAN)

The bathroom of 
your dreams for 
as little as $149 
per month! BCI 
Bath & Shower. 
Many options 

available. Quality 
materials & pro-
fessional instal-
lation. Senior & 

Military Dis-
counts Available. 

Limited Time 
Offer - FREE 

virtual in-home 
consultation 

now and SAVE 
15%! Call Today! 
1-866-806-5009 

(LA-SCAN)
The Generac 

PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery 

storage system. 
SAVE money, 

reduce your reli-
ance on the grid, 
prepare for power 
outages and pow-

er your home. 
Full installation 
services avail-
able. $0 Down 

Financing Option. 
Request a FREE, 

no obligation, 
quote today. Call  
1-888-885-0098

(LA-SCAN)
UPDATE YOUR 

HOME with 
Beautiful New 

Blinds & Shades. 
FREE in-home 
estimates make 
it convenient to 

shop from home. 
Professional 

installation. Top 
quality - Made in 
the USA. Call for 
free consultation: 
1-844-539-0570. 

Ask about our 
specials. (LA-

SCAN)
Vivint. Smart 

security. Profes-
sionally installed. 
One connected 
system for total 
peace of mind. 
FREE profes-
sional installa-

tion! Four FREE 
months of 

monitoring! Call 
now to custom-
ize your system. 
1-844-919-0143 

(LA-SCAN)
Home Services        

$59.99 per 
month Directv 
Special. 155+ 

Channels, HBO 
for 12 months 

and 3 months of 
Premium Movie 

Channels! Whole 
Home GENIE HD 
DVR! Call Now! 
1-888-498-4312 

(LA-SCAN)
AT&T Internet. 
Starting at $40 
per month with 

12-month agree-
ment. Includes 

1 TB of data per 
month. Get More 
For Your High-
Speed Internet 
Thing. Ask us 
how to bundle 

and SAVE! Geo 
& service restric-
tions apply. Call 

us today 
1-866-282-4680. 

(LA-SCAN)
BEST SATEL-
LITE TV with 2 

Year Price Guar-
antee! $59.99 
per month with 

190 channels and 
3 months free 

premium movie 
channels! Free 

next day installa-
tion! Call 1-844-

284-8095 
(LA-SCAN)

DirecTV Satellite 
TV Service Start-

ing at $74.99/
month! Free 

Installation! 160+ 
channels avail-
able. Call Now 
to Get the Most 
Sports & Enter-
tainment on TV! 
1-844-592-1499 

(LA-SCAN)
Directv Stream - 
The Best of Live 
& On-Demand 

On All Your 
Favorite Screens. 

CHOICE Pack-
age, $84.99 per 

month for 12 
months. Stream 
on 20 devices 
at once in your 

home. HBO Max 
FREE for 1 year 

(w/CHOICE 
Package or high-
er.) Call for more 

details today! 
(some restrictions 

apply) Call IVS 
1-833-317-1353 

(LA-SCAN)
DIRECTV - 
Switch and 

Save! $39.99 per 
month. Select 
All-Included 

Package. 155 
Channels. 1000s 
of Shows/Mov-

ies On Demand. 
FREE Genie HD 
DVR Upgrade. 
Premium movie 
channels, FREE 

for 3 months! Call 
1-866-734-0452 

(LA-SCAN)
Earthlink High-
speed Internet 
- Big Savings 
with Unlimited 

Data! Fiberoptic 
Technology up 
to 1gbps with 
customizable 

plans - 
Call Today! 

1-833-641-0696 
(LA-SCAN)

HOME BREAK-
INS take less 
than 60 SEC-
ONDS. Don’t 
wait! Protect 

your family, your 
home, your as-
sets NOW for 

as little as 70¢ a 
day! Call 1-833-
859-0514 (LA-

SCAN)
HughesNet 

- Finally, super-
fast internet no 

matter where you 
live. 25 Mbps 

just $59.99 per 
month! Unlimited 

Data is Here. 
Stream Video. 
Bundle TV & 
Internet. Free 

Installation.  Call 
1-855-723-9424 

(LA-SCAN)
LONG DIS-

TANCE MOVING: 
Call today for a 
FREE QUOTE 
from America’s 
Most Trusted 

Interstate Mov-
ers. Let us take 
the stress out of 
moving! Call now 
to speak to one 
of our Quality 

Relocation Spe-
cialists: 1-866-

430-1165 
(LA-SCAN)

Put on your TV 
Ears and hear TV 
with unmatched 
clarity. TV Ears 
Original were 

originally $129.95 
- NOW WITH 

THIS SPECIAL 
OFFER are only 
$59.95 with code 

MCB59! Call 
1-855-935-3524 

(LA-SCAN)
Secure your 

home with Vivint 
Smart Home 

technology. Call 
1-888-894-0402 
to learn how you 
can get a profes-
sionally installed 
security system 
with $0 activa-

tion. 
(LA-SCAN)

Two great new 
offers from AT&T 

Wireless! Ask 
how to get the 

new iPhone 11 or 
Next Generation 
Samsung Galaxy 
S10e ON US with 
AT&T’s Buy one, 
Give One offer. 
While supplies 

last! CALL 1-866-
393-0713 

(LA-SCAN)
Water Damage 
to Your Home? 
Call for a quote 
for professional 
cleanup & main-
tain the value of 
your home! Set 
an appt today! 
Call 1-844-610-

0351 
(LA-SCAN)

Insurance     
DENTAL INSUR-
ANCE from Phy-
sicians Mutual In-
surance Account. 
Coverage for 350 
plus procedures. 
Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just 
a discount plan. 
Do not wait! Call 
now! Get your 

FREE Dental In-
formation Kit with 

all the details! 
1-855-268-0108 
www.dental50p-
lus.com/morning 

#6258
 (LA-SCAN)

Lowest Prices on 
Health Insurance. 
We have the best 

rates from top 
companies! Call 
Now! 1-888-720-
2205 (LA-SCAN)

SAVE BIG on 
HOME INSUR-

ANCE! Compare 
20 A-rated insur-

ances compa-
nies. Get a quote 
within minutes. 

Average savings 
of $444 per year! 
Call 1-877-533-
3917! (M-F 8am-

8pm Central) 
(LA-SCAN)

SelectQuote is 
dedicated to find-

ing a Medicare 
plan right for you 
and your wallet. 
Call 1-888-618-
2208 today and 
receive a free 

quote from one of 
our multiple carri-
ers. (LA-SCAN)

Up to $15,000.00 
of GUARAN-

TEED Life 
Insurance! No 

medical exam or 
health questions. 
Cash to help pay 
funeral and other 
final expenses. 
Call Physicians 
Life Insurance 

Company 1-877-
535-2381 or visit 
www.Life55plus.

info/louisiana 
(LA-SCAN)

Medical 
Equipment
Don’t let the 

stairs limit your 
mobility! Discover 

the ideal solu-
tion for anyone 
who struggles 
on the stairs, is 

concerned about 
a fall or wants to 
regain access to 
their entire home. 
Call AmeriGlide 

today! 1-844-855-
4978 (LA-SCAN)
Miscellaneous          

Applying for 
Social Secu-
rity Disability 

or Appealing a 
Denied Claim? 
Call Bill Gordon 
& Assoc., Social 

Security Disability 
Attorneys, 1-844-
883-2045 FREE 
Consultations. 
Local Attorneys 

Nationwide [Mail: 
2420 N St NW, 

Washington DC. 
Office: Broward 

Co. (TX/NM Bar)] 
(LA-SCAN)

Attention: Auto 
Injury Victims. If 

you have suffered 
a serious injury in 
an auto accident, 

call us! Our at-
torneys have the 

experience to 
get you the full 
compensation 

you deserve! Call 
Now: 1-866-394-

0850
(LA-SCAN)

Become a Pub-
lished Author. 

We want to Read 
Your Book! Dor-
rance Publish-
ing-Trusted by 
Authors Since 

1920 Book manu-
script submis-
sions currently 

being reviewed. 
Comprehensive 

Services: Consul-
tation, Produc-
tion, Promotion 
and Distribution 

Call for Your Free 
Author`s Guide 
1-888-695-1294 

or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/

lapress
 (LA-SCAN)

DONATE YOUR 
CAR TO CHAR-

ITY. Receive 
maximum value 
of write off for 

your taxes. 
Running or not! 
All conditions 

accepted. Free 
pickup. Call for 

details.
1-888-296-0694

 (LA-SCAN)
DONATE YOUR 

CAR, TRUCK 
OR BOAT TO 

HERITAGE FOR 
THE BLIND. Free 
3 Day Vacation, 
Tax Deductible, 
Free Towing, All 

Paperwork Taken 
Care Of. CALL 

1-844-605-9298 
(LA-SCAN)

Donate your car, 
truck, or van. 
Help veterans 

find jobs or start 
a business. Call 
Patriotic Hearts 

Foundation. Fast, 
FREE pick-up. 
Max tax-deduc-
tion. Operators 
are standing by! 

Call 
1-866-934-5706 

(LA-SCAN)

Personals
VIAGRA and 

CIALIS USERS! 
50 Pills SPECIAL 

$99.00 FREE 
Shipping! 100% 

guaranteed. 
CALL NOW! 

1-855-403-6345 
(LA-SCAN)

Travel
DISCOUNT AIR 
TRAVEL. Call 
Flight Services 
for best pricing 
on domestic & 
international 

flights inside and 
from the US. 

Serving United, 
Delta, American 

& Southwest 
and many more 
airlines. Call for 
free quote now! 

Have travel dates 
ready! 1-866-

984-4898 
(LA-SCAN)

Wesley Financial 
Group, LLC Time-
share Cancella-

tion Experts Over 
$50,000,000 in 
timeshare debt 
and fees can-
celled in 2019. 

Get free informa-
tional package 
and learn how 

to get rid of your 
timeshare! Free 
consultations. 

Over 450 positive 
reviews. Call 

1-855-473-0818 
(LA-SCAN)

Want To Buy
PAYING TOP 
CASH FOR 

MEN’S SPORT 
WATCHES! 

Rolex, Breitling, 
Omega, Patek 

Philippe, Heuer, 
Daytona, GMT, 
Submariner and 
Speedmaster. 

Call 1-888-330-
5159

 (LA-SCAN)
TOP CASH PAID 
FOR OLD GUI-

TARS! 1920-1980 
Gibson, Martin, 

Fender, Gretsch, 
Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Ricken-
backer, Prairie 

State, D’Angelico, 
Stromberg. And 
Gibson Mando-

lins / Banjos. 
1-877-791-2269 

(LA-SCAN)
Attorney

PROBLEM 
CREDIT RE-

PORT? Lexing-
ton Law helps 
works to chal-

lenge inaccurate 
negative items 

including identity 
theft, collections, 
late payments, 
liens and more 
from your credit 
report. Call for a 
free credit repair 

consultation: 
1-888-521-0958 
John C. Heath, 
Attorney at Law, 
PLLC, dba Lex-
ington Law Firm.  

(LA-SCAN)
Finances

Do you owe over 
$10,000 to the 
IRS or State in 

back taxes? Our 
firm works to 

reduce the tax 
bill or zero it out 

completely FAST. 
Let us help! Call 
1-844-827-2674 

(LA-SCAN)
Over $10K in 

Debt? Be debt 
free in 24 to 

48 months. No 
upfront fees to 
enroll. A+ BBB 
rated. Call Na-

tional Debt Relief 
1-844-932-4168. 

(LA-SCAN)
SAVE YOUR 

HOME! Are you 
behind paying 
your MORT-

GAGE? Denied 
a Loan Modifica-
tion? Is the bank 
threatening fore-
closure? CALL 
Homeowner’s 

Relief Line! 
FREE CONSUL-

TATION!  
1-877-760-3072

The COVID crisis 
has cost us all 

something. Many 
have lost jobs 

and financial se-
curity. Have $10K 
In Debt? Credit 
Cards. Medical 

Bills. Car Loans. 
Call NATIONAL 
DEBT RELIEF! 
We can help! 

Get a FREE debt 
relief quote: Call 
1-844-488-4687 

(LA-SCAN)
Health and 
Wellness

ATTENTION OX-
YGEN THERAPY 
USERS! Inogen 
One G4 is ca-

pable of full 24/7 
oxygen delivery. 
Only 2.8 pounds. 
FREE information 

kit. Call 1-855-
874-9438.

 (LA-SCAN)
Attention: Oxy-

gen Users! Gain 
freedom with a 

Portable Oxygen 
Concentrator! No 
more heavy tanks 
and refills! Guar-
anteed Lowest 
Prices! Call the 
Oxygen Con-

centrator Store: 
1-855-382-4168 

(LA-SCAN)
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THE TIE BREAKER: TOTAL POINTS OF 
Georgia vs. Mississippi State 

1. ________________
2. ________________
3. ________________
4. ________________
5. ________________
6. ________________
7. ________________
8. ________________
9. ________________
10. _______________

11. _______________
12. _______________
13. _______________
14. _______________
15. _______________
16. _______________
17. _______________
18. _______________
19. _______________
20._______________

Good Luck!

19. Cardinals vs. Rams

11. Georgia Southern vs. Louisiana - Lafayette

7. Miami vs. Georgia Tech

20. Chargers vs. 
49’ers

13. NSU vs. 
Southeastern 

Louisiana

14. Seahawks vs. Bucs

18. Cowboys vs. Packers

16. Broncos vs. 
Titans

3. University of Central Florida vs. Tulane

12. Louisiana Tech vs. University of Texas (San Antonio)

5. North Carolina 
vs. Wake Forest

6. Virginia Tech vs. Duke1. LSU vs. Arkansas

8. Kansas vs. Texas Tech

17. Saints vs. Steelers

15. Vikings vs. Bills

9. South Carolina vs. Florida
10. Texas A&M vs. Auburn

4. TCU vs. Texas

2. Alabama vs. 
Ole Miss
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Louisiana lawmakers get briefing on state taxes before possibly considering 
more tax code changes

Louisiana schools prioritize 
COVID spending on capital 

expenses, bonuses while 
test scores lag

(The Center Square) — 
Louisiana public schools 
are spending millions in 
COVID-19 relief funding 
on new classrooms, cafe-
teria expansions, teacher 
bonuses, and HVAC ren-
ovations while students 
continue to struggle with 
basic academics.

Louisiana received 
$3.29 billion in federal 
American Rescue Plan El-
ementary and Secondary 
School Emergency Relief 
last year to help students 
recover from learning loss 
during the pandemic.

State Superintendent 
Cade Brumley said when 
the U.S. Department of 
Education released the 
last $870 million in Au-
gust 2021 the “goal is to 
aggressively and trans-
parently direct ESSER re-
sources toward statewide 
investments that will re-
cover and accelerate stu-
dent learning.”

“I’m excited to see the 
tremendous progress our 
students will make by 
school systems collective-
ly focusing their funds, 
time, and effort into ar-
eas that bolster student 
achievement,” he said.

But state data shows 
districts are spending 
tens of millions on ques-
tionable expenses that 
have little impact on im-
proving student learning, 
with superintendents in-
stead focusing on “capi-
tal improvements” while 
simultaneously opposing 
stronger standards for 
students.

The Louisiana Associa-
tion of School Superin-
tendents and other public 
education officials have 
opposed Brumley’s ef-
forts to better align high 
school letter grades with 
the results from student 
LEAP tests and other pro-
ficiency measures.

St. Helena Parish su-
perintendent and out-
spoken LASS member 
Kelli Joseph argued in a 
letter to NOLA.comlast 
month that the reforms 
are unfair to districts that 
“lack resources,” despite 
records that show St. Hel-
ena schools spend $5.2 
million on classroom and 
HVAC renovations to pro-
mote social distancing.

LASS President Pat-
rick Jenkins has also led 
the pushback on higher 

accountability for high 
schools, sending out a 
press release in October 
claiming the reforms were 
“found NOT to be in the 
best interest of students,” 
in part because of funding 
constraints in “less afflu-
ent school systems.”

Jenkins, the superin-
tendent of St. Landry 
Parish Schools, spent 
$16 million on classroom 
and cafeteria expansions, 
$15 million on new class-
rooms, and $535,000 on 
musical instruments and 
art supplies, according to 
state records compiled by 
Louisiana Swamp Watch.

LASS Vice President 
David Claxton also at-
tended a press conference 
last month with Jenkins 
and Joseph to condemn 
Brumley’s stronger ac-
countability measures, 
despite devoting $800,000 
to build a new weight 
room, $745,000 for audi-
torium improvements, 
$700,000 for restroom 
renovations, and $565,000 
to install cameras in his 
Jackson Parish Public 
Schools.

Louisiana Department 
of Education data through 
Oct. 31 shows school 
districts statewide have 
spent $877 million in ESS-
ER funds, leaving billions 
remaining. Of the money 
spent so far, $1.09 mil-
lion went to help students 
with disabilities, $15.77 
million went to tutoring, 
$30.09 million to addi-
tional learning time, and 
$3.8 million was spent on 
after-school programs. 
Other spending included 
$149.12 million on stu-
dent devices, $143.40 mil-
lion on “other allowable 
expenses,” $89.45 million 
on staffing plans, and 
$77.43 million on opera-
tions.

Meanwhile, Louisiana 
students are struggling. 
ACT scores released in 
October show Louisiana’s 
Class of 2022 produced a 
composite score of 18.1 
out of 36, the lowest score 
in five years, and a decline 
of 0.3% from the year pri-
or.

Across the state, just 
over one-third of Louisi-
ana high-schoolers per-
form on grade level in 
basic academics, yet 70% 
of schools are rated “A” or 
“B.”

GOVERNMENT

EDUCATION

(The Center Square) — 
Officials with the Loui-
siana Department of 
Revenue and Legislative 
Fiscal Office broke down 
the state’s income tax 
structure for lawmakers 
on Wednesday in the lat-
est meeting focused on 
revamping the tax system.

Lawmakers on the 
Louisiana House Ways 
and Means’ State Tax 
Structure Subcommittee 
held a four-hour meeting 
Wednesday to hear from 
revenue officials on the 
state’s various income tax 
collections and exemp-
tions.

The meeting was the 
latest in a series leading 
up to the 2023 legislative 
session, when lawmak-
ers are expected to ex-
plore options to further 
reduce or eliminate the 
income tax. Gov. John 
Bel Edwards signed off 
on lowering the tax rate 
through a constitutional 
amendment approved by 
legislators and voters in 

2021, earning him praise 
from policy groups like 
the Cato Institute.

Luke Morris, assistant 
secretary for the Depart-
ment of Revenue, pre-
sented details to lawmak-
ers on Wednesday for 
each of Louisiana’s three 
major income tax sourc-
es: Individual, corporate, 
and corporate franchise 
taxes.

Louisiana is home to an 
estimated 4.6 million peo-
ple, including 4.1 million 
taxpayers and 1.2 million 
dependents. Current tax 
brackets for individuals 
are 1.85% for those mak-
ing up to $12,500, 3.5% for 
those earning between 
$12,500 and $50,000, 
and 4.25% for Louisiana 
residents who make over 
$50,000 a year, with the 
thresholds doubled for 
those married filing joint-
ly and surviving spouses.

In 2021, the state re-
ceived a total of about 
2.1 million tax returns 
from residents resulting 

in more than $4 billion in 
income tax, or about $3.8 
billion after various avail-
able credits. Of those re-
turns, the largest percent 
of income tax after credits 
came from 67,139 resi-
dents earning between 
$200,000 and $500,000, 
which accounted for 
about 19%, or nearly 
$728 million. The 166,206 
Louisiana residents in the 
$100,000 to $150,000 in-
come bracket contributed 
the second largest per-
centage at 17%, or about 
$658 million. Roughly 
11% of income tax af-
ter credits came from 
those in the $150,000 to 
$200,000 income brack-
et, who generated about 
$426 million, while the 
4,867 filers in the $1 mil-
lion plus bracket contrib-
uted 10%, or about $362 
million.

Those filing personal 
income taxes received 
$153 million in nonre-
fundable credits, and 
nearly $121 million in 

refundable credits, while 
exemptions totaled $2.1 
billion in fiscal year 2021, 
Morris said.

Louisiana’s corporate 
income tax starts at 3.5% 
for those earning up 
to $50,000, 5.5% for in-
comes between $50,000 
and $150,000, and 7.5% 
for businesses taking 
in over $150,000. The 
state’s roughly 60,000 C 
corporations and 71,000 
pass-through businesses 
claimed about $1.4 billion 
in exemptions.

A total of 23,407 busi-
nesses filed returns with 
available net operating 
losses of $85 billion, pro-
ducing a net income of 
negative $4 billion. Of the 
140,952 corporate income 
tax returns received dur-
ing fiscal year 2021, 21,991 
or 15.6% filed in the less 
than $0 income bracket 
with a total taxable in-
come of negative $59 bil-
lion. Another 91,081 re-
turns or 64.62% were filed 
in the $0 income bracket 

with no taxable income.
The largest share of to-

tal liability came from 156 
businesses in the $10 mil-
lion plus bracket, which 
accounted for $5 billion in 
taxable income and $402 
million in income tax li-
ability, or about half of the 
total. All told, Louisiana’s 
140,952 corporate income 
tax returns filed in 2021 
resulted in a taxable in-
come of negative $49 bil-
lion, and an income tax 
liability of $811 million, 
Morris said.

More than 139,000 Lou-
isiana businesses filed 
corporate franchise tax 
returns in fiscal year 2021 
with a total taxable base 
of $161 billion and a fran-
chise tax liability of $494 
million. Those returns 
claimed a total of $79.7 
million in refundable 
credits and $80.7 million 
in nonrefundable credits.

Overall, 40% of the 
state’s fiscal year 2021 
revenue collections came 
from individual income 

tax, 6% came from cor-
porate income tax, and 
2% from the corporation 
franchise tax.

The year prior, individ-
ual income tax accounted 
for 34.4% of collections, 
corporate income tax was 
4%, sales tax was 31.4%, 
and other taxes account-
ed for 29.5%, Revenue of-
ficials said.

Debbie Vivian, chief 
economist with the Leg-
islative Fiscal Office, also 
presented an overview of 
how those figures work 
into the state’s revenue 
estimates and how it’s 
distributed.

Several lawmakers 
probed officials on vari-
ous exemptions and how 
they apply, as well as ef-
forts required to collect 
income taxes versus oth-
ers. They expect to hold 
more hearings on other 
aspects of the state’s tax 
structure in the weeks 
to come, with a focus on 
sales tax at the next meet-
ing in two weeks.
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