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Let it be Christmas ever

here
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Christmas in Minden 2022 was a big hit, drawing
happy crowds for a variety of events.

The parade kicked off with the color guard and ended
with Santa and Mrs. Claus.

There were four awards given for parade entries. The
Minden High School band was voted Best Band, the
Ladies of Elegance Steppers were voted Best March-
ing Group, Kacey Rhodes & Family received the Santa
Award, and Calvary Missionary Baptist Church re-
ceived the Spectacular Sparkles Award. Phillip Smart

of Gibsland Bank & Trust presented the awards.
After the parade, the people of Minden were treated
to a fireworks display that was held in the courthouse

parking lot.

The night finished up with the movie Rudolph the
Red-nosed Reindeer being shown in Miller Quarters
Park, with refreshments being sold by GLOW, a youth
group of St. Rest Baptist Church.

REASON FOR THE SEASON

Special to the Minden Press-Herald
Twas the night be-
fore Jesus came and all
through the house
Not a creature was pray-
ing, not one in the house.
Their Bibles were lain
on the shelf without care
In hopes that Jesus
would not come there.
The
dressing to crawl into bed,

children were

Not once ever kneeling

Twas the Night Before Jesus Came

or bowing a head.

And Mom in her rocker
with baby on her lap

Was watching the Late
Show while I took a nap.

When out of the East
there arose such a clatter,

I sprang to my feet to
see what was The matter.

Away to the window I
flew like a flash

Tore open the shutters
and threw up the sash!

When what to my won-

dering eyes should ap-
pear

But angels proclaiming
that Jesus was here.

With a light like the sun
sending forth a bright ray

I knew in a moment this
must be The Day!

The light of His face
made me cover my head

It was Jesus! Returning
just like He had said.

And though I possessed
worldly wisdom and
wealth

I cried when I saw Him
in spite of myself.

In the Book of Life
which He held in His
Hand

Was written the name
of every saved man.

He spoke not a word as
He searched for my name;

When He said “It’s not
here” My head hung in
shame!

The people whose
names had been written
with love

He gathered to take to
His Father above.

With those who were
ready He rose without a
sound

While all the rest were
left standing around.

I fell to my knees, but it
was too late;

I had waited too long
and this sealed my fate.

I stood and I cried as
they rose out of sight;

Oh, if only I had been

ready tonight.

In the words of this
poem the meaning is
clear;

The coming of Jesus is
drawing near.

There’s only one life and
when comes the last call

We'll find that the Bible
was true after ALL!

Source unknown (Vari-
ously attributed to Randy
Story, Stormy Gale, Lou
Pinter, and Audrey Patri-
cia Woolverton)
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If you've driven through
downtown Minden lately,
you've probably noticed
that the water tower is
having some work done
on it. The downtown wa-
ter tower is undergoing a
complete refurbishment
both inside and out. The
Minden Press Herald
spoke with Mayor Tommy
Davis to get the details on
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Water tower is getting a sandblasting

this project.

“I think it's been 20
years since the water tank
has been rehabbed,” said
Mayor Davis, “It had some
minor leaks in it, and that
is being repaired. It has
been sandblasted on the
inside of the tank — we've
already done that — and
has been repainted on
the inside. That paint has
to cure for a while be-
fore we can fill it back up.
And now they’ve put that
shroud around it so they

can sandblast the outside
of it. That’s what they're
doing now. That keeps the
sand and the paint and
everything from blowing
everywhere”

The citizens of Minden
can look forward to a re-
freshed version of the pri-
or paint job, as the color
scheme and design will
remain the same.

“It's going to have the
exact same color and de-
sign on it Davis said.
“It may look a different

color because that color
has been on there for 20
years, and it probably has
faded”

The tower lights are also
going to be replaced since
some had stopped work-
ing, so the water tower’s
new paint job will be well
lit.

This project was dis-
cussed during the No-
vember meeting of the
city council, and was es-
timated to take several
months to finish. The wa-

ter tower refurbishment is
expected to be completed
in February, 2023.

“We met with the engi-
neer yesterday, and we're
hoping in February it will
be completed,” said Da-
vis. “He gave us a target
date of February 14. A lot
of the reason [for this time
frame] is that the inside
was completely drained,
completely sandblasted
and painted. And now
they have to go back in
there, and it will have to

be sanitized completely
on the inside and filled up
with water. Depending on
what type of residuals you
have, sometimes you have
to drain it again and fill it
up again. You just do that
as necessary.’

So, in February, Min-
den residents can look
forward to a water tower
that not only looks attrac-
tive on the outside, but
is well maintained and
functioning correctly on
the inside.

NLTCC

NLTCC and community leaders

AMBER MCDOWN

Minden Press-Herald
Northwest  Louisiana
Technical  Community

College (NLTCC) hosted
a retirement party on De-
cember 15 for their cur-
rent chancellor, Dr. Earl
Meador, to celebrate his
career and wish him well
in his future.

Community, business,
and school leaders took
turns expressing how
much they appreciate
Meador both personally
and professionally. The
warmth and humor these
speakers used made their
deep appreciation appar-
ent.

Melanie Sotak, vice
chancellor of finance
and administration, said,
“It's been a wonderful
four years working with
Dr. Meador and learning
from Dr. Meador. He loves
this college, he loves the
faculty, the staff. He has
gone to battle for each of
us for what this college
represents for the three
campuses. And he se-
cured the legacy, along
with those of a few of the
community, of what this
college will be for years
to come.” Sotak then pre-
sented Dr. Meador with
a plaque from the school
and a metal cross sculp-
ture that had been creat-
ed by welding instructor,
Steve Perryman.

Next, Dr. Richard
Campbell spoke, saying,
“He’s been a great friend
to the college obvious-
ly, a great friend to the
community, and a great
friend to most of us. And
I know that he’s proud of
Dr. Spillers who's going to
follow him. I'm hoping for
one thing...that this boat
that he’s working on...I
hope it takes a long time
to complete because I
don’t want to see the guy

leaving anytime soon.”

Mayor-elect Nick Cox
was the next speaker; he
said, “What happens at
this school is very impor-
tant to Minden. It’s very
important to our com-
munity and all those that
live here. What's hap-
pened here over the last
five and a half years has
been very remarkable.
You deserve all the credit
for what you've done.
You and your team have
worked hard to take this
school from the level it
was to the next level. And
then, when we thought it
was good enough, it went
to the next level. So we're
very proud of what you've
done here with your
time and your service.
We know that the future
is laid because of what’s
happened in the past.”

Wayne Patterson pre-
sented Dr. Meador with
an illustration of Pop-
eye the Sailor Man, and
said,”"When 1 really have
strong approval for some-
one, I call him a Popeye
Man. And you're a Pop-
eye Man. He yam what he
yam, and that’s all that he
yam. And that’s what you
get every day.”

State  Representative
Wayne McMahen related
the story of his first bill
that was passed which
was a bill to make our vo-
cational school a commu-
nity college. Dr. Meador is
the person who inspired
this bill by showing Mc-
Mahen the importance
and the process needed
to accomplish this goal as
well as helping McMahen
educate the legislative
body of the same. Being a
community college opens
up opportunities for more
funding which is a ben-

efit to both the school and
students.
“He saw what we

needed to do to keep this

school the way it’s been
for the past 50 years —
serving our community,’
said McMahen. “We start-
ed down that process,
and they said it'll take 8
to 10 years. Well, we've
caught up with a couple
of schools that have been
trying for 8 to 10 years in
just a couple years. And
it'’s because of his lead-
ership and his vision of
what it takes to get our
school to where it needs
to be. We hate to lose Earl
from our community. Not
everyone that comes and
works in this community
invests themselves in
the community like Dr.
Meador has. We've been
blessed because of that.”

The next person to take
the podium was Tracy
Campbell. “In every pro-
fession — medical field,
business world, educa-
tion — there’s always
people that stand out,
that you remember and
think ‘Man, they are really
passionate about their
job! You are one of those
people in our commu-
nity — in the education
field, particularly at this
college — you put your
money where your mouth
is. You're not afraid of
hard work. You're not
afraid to get down and do
the least job all the way to
the greatest job, and that
is being the chancellor of
this college.”

James Madden said, “I
don’t know that there’s a
whole lot left to say. I've
never heard any more
accolades than we have
tonight, but everything
that’s been said is abso-
lutely the truth. I came
here tonight wanting to
do one thing and that’s
to wish Earl and Lori the
very best in their tomor-
rows. They've become
more than a chancellor,
more than our college

BLOTTER

Recent Arrests
in Webster Parish

Courterias Moore, 31, of
the 500 block of Winford
Street, was arrested for dis-
turbing the peace through
public intoxication.

Kenn Jackson, 34, of the
500 block of Penal Farm
Road, was arrested for be-
ing a fugitive of Webster.

Omero Rivera, 41, of the
600 block of Shadows Lane,
was arrested for improper
lane usage, failure to yield
to an emergency vehicle,
and no driver’s license.

Tyler Humphrey, 30, of
the 4700 block of General
Scott Place, was arrested for
being a fugitive from Bossi-
er City.

Kennedy Preziosi, 25, of
the 200 block of Pecan View
Drive, was arrested for do-
mestic abuse battery with
child endangerment.

Jeremy Briggs, 29, was
arrested for driving while
intoxicated 2nd offense,
possession of a schedule
I substance with intent to
distribute, no driver’s li-
cense, obstruction of jus-
tice, and improper lane us-
age.

William O’Neal, 59, of the
1200 block of Cotton Street,
was arrested for disturbing
the peace through simple
assault.

James Moore, 54, of the
100 block of NE 2nd Street,
was arrested for driving
while intoxicated 2nd of-
fense, failure to yield, and
driving under suspension.

Tommie Erving, 57, of the
400 block of Patrick Street,
was arrested for domestic
abuse battery.

Jennifer McCaman, 22, of
the 300 block of Angi Road,
was arrested for domestic
abuse battery.

George Wattree, 66, of the
600 block of Crichton Road,
was arrested for simple bur-

glary.

Ja’Kiry Moore, 27, of the
100 block of Pamela Street,
was arrested for driving
under suspension, driv-
ing without insurance, and
driving without headlights.

Dmetrius Richard, 25, of
the 700 block of Elm Street,
was arrested for driving
while intoxicated third of-
fense, aggravated flight
from an officer, driving un-
der suspension, and resist-
ing arrest.

Mary Noodall, 33, of the
400 block of Webb Court,
was arrested for disturbing
the peace.

Keandre Richard, 43,
of the 700 block of Plum
Street, was arrested for do-
mestic abuse.

Jermaine Winzer, 35, of
the 300 block of Mulnix
Switch, was arrested for
resisting an officer, posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia,
and obstruction of justice.

Tehin West, 30, of the 100
block of Timothy Drive, was
arrested for disturbing the
peace.

James Andrew II, 37, of
the 100 block of Claiborne
Street, was arrested for fail-
ure to appear in court.

James Corrigan, 48, of
the 200 block of East & West
Street, was arrested for do-
mestic abuse battery with
strangulation.

Bobby Wiltcher, 37, of the
200 block of Fuller Street,
was arrested for failure to
appear in court.

Kevin Jackson, 34, of the
500 block of Penal Farm
Road, was arrested on a
warrant.

Drake David, 27, of the
400 block of Oak Drive, was
arrested for improper lane
usage.

Cindy McBride, of the
100 block of Graveyard
Road, was arrested for a
probation violation.

Morse Sharon, of the 500
block of Cowboy Morgan
Road, was arrested for a
probation violation.

wish Dr. Meador a fond farewell

leadership, they've be-
come good friends to ev-
erybody. Everyone who
knows Earl and Lori have
made good and lasting
friendships.”

Mr. Madden continued,
releasing some exciting
news about NLTCC, by
saying, “This school was
chosen out of 782 com-
munity colleges in the
United States, as far as the
quality of school that we
have. On that list, we're
number six. And that is a
direct result of Earl’s lead-
ership, his knowledge,
and his wisdom to carry
the day and make this
school a bigger and better
place. I want to wish them
the very best and thank
them for what they've
done and congratulate
them for all their achieve-
ments.”

Dr. Jayda Spillers, the
chancellor-elect, was
the last to speak to Dr.
Meador. She related a
story of the first three
times she worked with Dr.
Meador, when she was
still working at the high
school level. Dr. Meador
helped her to fix a prob-

lem with dual enrollment,
to create a new program
for high school students,
and to show a single grad-
uate his importance by
having a graduation cer-
emony instead of simply
delivering the diploma.
And when an oppor-
tunity to work for Dr.
Meador arrived, Dr. Spill-
ers said, “I really didn’t
think twice about com-
ing to work for Chancel-
lor Meador. I knew what a
wonderful leader he was
and how dedicated he was
to building relationships,
and I wanted to work with
him. Thank you, Chancel-
lor. Thank you to Lori and
your family. We love you.”
Dr.  Meador then
stepped to the podium to
make his response. “It’s a
transition time,” Meador
said. “I have very mixed
feelings about it, but it’s a
time that I'm also happy
about the future. As Ilook
across this room, I see
people. Each one of you
has played a role to make
this place a success. Each
one of you has dug in and
did your part in your com-
munity, in your realm.

You worked hard to make
it something special. As
I look across this room,
I think of the journey to
get us where we are today,
and how much each of
you have worked to get us
here. And I want to leave
you with some positive
thoughts. We have a fu-
ture locked in for this col-
lege. We have our com-
munity college status, we
have our application in to
SACSCOC [Southern As-
sociation of Colleges and
Schools Commission on
Colleges] that we've start-
ed, and we have a leader
going forward that’s going
to stick with it and who
has what it takes to make
this community technical
college be what it needs to
be. Dr. Spillers, I believe
in you. I couldn’t be hap-
pier about the choice that
was made.”

Dr. Earl Meador plans
to spend more time with
his family and work on his
boat. Dr. Jayda Spiller’s
appointment as chancel-
lor of NLTCC will be effec-
tive January 1, 2023.

Wilkie Receives
40-Year Award

Bob Wilkie, President of Aeropres Corporation and long-time
resident of Minden, has recently been recognized for 40 years of
professional service with the organization. He received his
award at the Petroleum Club in Shreveport alongside his wife

Sandy Fuller Wilkie.

Wilkie originally began his career in 1982 at the nearby Sibley
manufacturing plant as Transportation Manager. Today, his office
is in Shreveport at the Aeropres Corporate headquarters. For 4
decades he has helped shape the organization and the success of

its people.

Also under Wilkie's leadership, Aeropres Corporation has given
back to the Minden community through school and youth sports
sponsorships, volunteering time and resources, and through
generous charitable giving to worthy organizations in and around

the Minden area.

Aeropres Corporation is proud to congratulate Bob Wilkie for
40 years of excellence and leadership.
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Ruby Mae Bailey

Ruby Mae Bailey, born July 31, 1926, and passed away
Friday, December 9, 2022. She was born and lived in
Minden, Louisiana, most of her 96 years.

Ruby was employed for many years as bookkeeper
for both the A&P Grocery and Robinson’s Shoe stores.
She surprised us all when she became a successful Am-
way cosmetic sales person. She was a loyal, conscien-
tious and hard worker.

Ruby was a member of the First Baptist Church for
over fifty years, serving in the children’s department
many years as a teacher and as a department leader.

Ruby was preceded in death by her first husband,
Charlie W. Smith and her second husband of 52 years,
Leo Bailey, her son Mack Jefferson Smith, her parents
Webster and Gladys Robinson, a brother Huey Rob-

inson and two sisters, Margaret Watson and Dorothy
Young.

She is survived by a daughter, Betty Ann Skinner of
Georgetown, Texas (husband David) and one grand-
son, Jason Palos of Austin, Texas, a sister, Anna McMul-
len of Frierson, La., brothers Charlie Robinson, Keith-
ville, La., and Marcus Robinson, Geneva, Florida, two
step-daughters, Rala Allen of St.Joseph, Missouri and
Francis Bragg of Sequin, Texas.

Ruby moved to an assisted living facility in George-
town, Texas five years ago. She loved it there, and the
staffloved her. It was a wonderful time for her and Betty
Ann to spend time together as never before. She was a
wonderful mother and will be so missed!

A graveside service will be held on Friday, December
30, at 10 a.m. at the Minden Cemetery, under the di-
rection of Kilpatrick’s Rose-Neath Funeral Home, with
Chaplain Bill Crider presiding.

Teresa (Terr1)
Merritt Peaker

Teresa Darlene Merritt was born
in Shreveport, Louisiana at the P&S
Hospital August 26, 1961, and left
this earthly home to go to her eter-
nal home on December 14, 2022, in
Minden, Louisiana. Jesus and all of
her family and friends are waiting
with outstretched arms to walk on the streets of gold
and abide with joy, happiness, and no more pain. Her
mother and father David Wayne Merritt and Marlin Es-
telle Milner Merritt were blessed to welcome their first-
born child into this world. She was a faithful member
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. She
loved the Lord all her heart, mind, and soul. She loved
sharing her testimony of the Gospel with family and
friends. She loved all her Church Family, and they all
loved her. She loved, adored, and cherished her family.
She never failed to express to her mother and daddy,
husband, and four daughters and son how much she
loved and cherished each one of them and they also
did the same. Throughout her illnesses and pain, they
were there to love, honor, and care for her. She was so
much fun to be around, always laughing and clowning
around with everyone. She had a witty sense of humor
and infectious laugh, which made everyone join in.
She was kind, compassionate, and willing to help any-
one in need and willing to share with others. She loved
her grandchildren, and they loved their Mamaw. She
played games and did fun crafts with them. She loved
to grow flowers and vegetables, make flower arrange-
ments, feed the birds, and take care of her animals, her
constant companions who never wanted to leave her
side. She graduated from Minden High School and was
a majorette.

She leaves behind to cherish her memory her par-
ents, David and Marlin Merritt; husband, Scott Brown-
Peaker; daughters; Milly Melissa Gutierrez, (Juan),
Sarabeth Beason (Troy) of Camden AR, Hillary Butler
of Sibley, and Emily Marie Butler; son, Micah Crain
Brown- Peaker; brothers, Mark Dwayne Merritt (Rema)

of Drasco, AR, and Kirk Bradley Merritt of Marion, AR;
and grandchildren. Bradley and Kaylee Adams, Leia
Perez, Matthew Gutierrez, Lizzy, Hannah, and Bella
Rose Beason, Malachi and Makel West-Butler, Landon,
Austin David Jr. and Addaline, and wonderful aunts,
Madaline Coker and Sarah Leftwich, uncles, nieces,
nephews, and a very special cousin, Debra (Debbi-
Doo) Shores.

Preceded in death by her grandparents, William
Hortman and Gladys Estelle Calhoun Milner and Milly
and Carl Maxey; twin grandsons, Jayden and Braydon
West-Butler.

Funeral services celebrating her life will be held
Monday, December 19, 2022, at 11:00 a.m. at Rose-
Neath Funeral Home Chapel in Minden, Louisiana
with Rev. Robert Goletz officiating. Interment will fol-
low at Gardens of Memory in Minden, Louisiana. The
family will receive friends from 5:00 until 7:00 p.m.
Sunday, December 18, 2022, at Rose-Neath Funeral
Home in Minden.

We express our love and appreciation to her beloved
and special Aunt Carolyn Sawyer who was always
there for her all the time and Terri always referred to
her to everyone as her biggest advocate. Terri always
said, “Aunt Carolyn, what would I do without you” and
Carolyn would say the same thing to her. They had a
bond that could never be broken. Her friend, Sandra
Strickland was a dear and faithful friend who loved her
unconditionally and was true and loyal until the end.
Their love for each other will go on forever. Her next-
door neighbor, Jennifer Simmons, was there for her at
any time, they had a wonderful friendship and Jenni-
fer made sure her little cat was taken care of. Love was
there between them at all times. Kim Sparish and Terri
were like sisters, and they were sisters in Christ. We will
always remember the never-ending love and devotion
and inspiration and encouragement she gave to Terri.
Thank you, Kim, for helping her through her times of
need from the bottom of our hearts.

Pallbearers will be Mark Bahr, Troy Beason, Gerrit
Davis, Juan Guteierrez, David Maxey, and Paul Shores.

Rose-Neath Funeral Home
211 Murrell Street
Minden, Louisiana 71055
(318) 377-3412

Leanne Culpepper

Funeral services for Leanne Cul-
pepper will be held Monday, De-
cember 19, 2022, at 10:00 a.m. at St.
Paul’s Catholic Church in Minden,
Louisiana with Father Kallookalam
officiating. Interment will follow
at Gardens of Memory Cemetery
in Minden under the direction of
Rose-Neath Funeral Home in Min-
den, Louisiana. The family will receive friends from
5:00 until 7:00 p.m. Sunday, December 18, 2022, at
Rose-Neath Funeral Home in Minden.

Leanne was born October 10, 1962, in Minden, Loui-
siana and entered into rest December 16, 2022, in Sib-
ley, Louisiana.

Leanne’s true calling was nursing. She took the time
to get to know her patients and give them the best care
possible. She loved each one as well as all the staff of
Willis Knighton. She was a person who never met a
stranger and could walk into a crowd of people she
didn’t know and come out with a new friend. She was
a collector of all things beautiful, especially those of

the natural world. She loved rocks, woods, flowers, and
animals of all kinds. She fed the fish and frogs in the
pond at work, the birds in her yard, and the foxes in the
neighborhood. Leanne loved her family and friends
and was delighted to be Nana to her granddaughter.
She left us with a legacy of love.

She was preceded in death by her father, Tommy
Culpepper; son, Tommy Allen Culpepper; and grand-
parents, Sherill and Irene Culpepper and Deward and
Florence Robinson.

She is survived by her partner, Richard Thornton of
Sibley; mother, Marcelee Culpepper of Minden; son,
Will Schubnell of Shreveport; daughter, Mallorie Bush
(David) of Shreveport; sister Lejean Moore (Joe) of
Deville; brothers, Charles Culpepper (Donna) of No-
cona, TX and James Culpepper (Terri) of Minden; and
granddaughter, Kennedi Bush.

The pallbearers will be Cole Thornton, David Bush,
Chris Bagwell, Douglas Culpepper, Kade Morace, and
Paul Culpepper.

The honorary pallbearer is Sammy Slayter.

Rose-Neath Funeral Home
211 Murrell Street
Minden, Louisiana 71055
(318) 377-3412

CRIME

Shreveport man busted with bags of marijuana

STAFF REPORT The officers initiated

unable to pass the test. At found in the passenger-

WEDNESDAY,DECEMBER 21, 2022 | 3

Wills
Successions

Warren Law LLC

219 Main Street
Minden, La
318-377-8150

Call for a free information packet.

NEW Obituary
Submission Guidelines

* All obituaries must be typed to avoid any
errors.

* Deadline for obituaries 1s 3:00 p.m. two
days prior to the publication date.

* A proof can be provided via email if
requested.

¢ Obituary cost 1s $40/per 400 words and
includes a single photo. Payments can be
made over the phone once the obit is
received. All obituaries are subject to
prepayment.

* Obituaries may be submitted by bringing
a typed copy by our office at 203 Gleason
St., Minden, or emailing to
obits@press-herald.com.

If you have any further questions
please call our office at 318-377-1866
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On December 13, a
Shreveport man was ar-
rested on drug charges af-
ter Minden police officers
observed his erratic driv-
ing on Lee Street.

Officers were  dis-
patched after Jeremy
O’Brian Briggs, 29, of the
2000 block of Queens
Highway in Shreveport,
was spotted by witnesses
swerving on the roadway
of eastbound I-20. The of-
ficers located the vehicle
after it had exited north
onto Lee Street.

“Officers observed the
suspect vehicle swerve
from the outside lane to
the inside lane, almost
hitting another vehicle
as the vehicle traveled
across Interstate-20 on
Lee Street,” the officer
stated in the booking re-
port. “The suspect vehicle
then swerved back to the
outside lane, almost hit-
ting the same vehicle
again.”

a traffic stop, and Briggs
began to drive at a slow
speed, eventually stop-
ping beside the Holiday
Inn, but still in the outside
lane of traffic. The offi-
cer could see that, inside
the suspect’s vehicle, the
driver was moving some-
thing from the passen-
ger seat. When the driver
rolled down his window,
the officers could smell
alcohol and burnt mari-
juana.

“The driver, identified
as Jeremy Briggs, was
asked if he had consumed
any alcoholic bever-
ages, to which he stated
yes,” the officer reported.
“Briggs was asked if he
had smoked any marijua-
na, to which he stated yes.
[The officer] asked Briggs
if there was any marijua-
na inside the vehicle, to
which Briggs stated no,
and stated [the officer]
could search the vehicle.”

Briggs was asked to per-
form a standardized field
sobriety test. He attempt-
ed several times, but was

this point he was arrested
for driving while intoxi-
cated and was searched.

“During a search of
Briggs’ person, a small
clear bag with a green
leafy substance, suspect-
ed to be marijuana, was
located in the front right
pocket of Briggs' pants,’
the report stated. “Also lo-
cated in the same pocket
was a pack of Backwoods
cigars, with one cigar in-
side of it and a bundle of
cash. As [the other officer]
was walking to the sus-
pect vehicle to conduct a
search, he located a large
clear bag with a green
leafy substance, suspect-
ed to be marijuana, lay-
ing on the ground beside
the passenger door. When
Briggs was asked about
the bag, he stated he had
thrown it out the window
in an attempt to hide it
from officers.

“A search of the vehicle
turned up another clear
bag with a green leafy
substance, suspected
to be marijuana, being

side compartment of the
vehicle, along with more
cash stuffed underneath
the passenger seat.”

Briggs was transported
to the Minden Police De-
partment without further
incident. At that time
he was given a chemical
breath test and failed it
with a result of 0.127%.
Anything above 0.08% is
grounds for a DWI.

When the marijuana
and cash were weighed
and counted, there were
approximately 24.86
grams of marijuana (with
individual bags weighing
5.11 grams, 9.12 grams,
and 10.63 grams) and
$2,604 in cash.

Briggs was charged with
driving while intoxicated,
possession of a schedule
I (marijuana) with in-
tent to distribute, driving
without a driver’s license,
improper lane usage, and
obstruction of justice.

All subjects are pre-
sumed innocent until
proven guilty in a court of
law.
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OTHER OPINION

Twitter files, Hunter Biden laptop scandal only
scratch the surface of the anti-free speech movement

One of the greatest gifts
of American citizenship—a
principle anchored in the
bedrock of the 1st Amend-
ment—is the guarantee that
as long as one’s political
speech doesn’t pose a “clear
and present danger of immi-
nent lawless action” we may
say whatever we wish, and
no government entity may
stop us.

This promise, of course,
includes the most vile, de-
spicable, racist, bigoted, and
hate-filled speech we can
fathom. It includes West-
boro Baptist Church protest-
ing at the funerals of Ameri-
can soldiers chanting that
the deaths of our patriots
“was God’s punishment on
America for homosexuality.”
Itincludes the Skinheads ef-
fort to march in Skokie, Illi-
nois for Naziism or the Klan
advocating hate in support
of white supremacy.

No matter how vulgar or
offensive, the U.S. Supreme
Court has held in a long line
of free speech cases that
such speech was permissi-
ble within the guidelines of
local ordinances.

The First Amendment,
our judicial precedents, and
our cultural and political
traditions have clearly es-
tablished that non-violent
speech we hate is at the
very core of 1st Amend-
ment protections. As Justice
Hugo Black wrote in a 1972
school speech case, protec-
tions established by the First
Amendment “must be ac-

corded to the ideas we hate
or sooner or later, they will
be denied to the ideas we
cherish.”

In this same line of think-
ing, Supreme Court Justice
Louis Brandeis held that
“the answer to speech we
hate is counter-speech”’—
more speech containing ar-
guments that persuasively
refute the speech we hate.

John Stuart Mill claimed
that the free competition
of ideas in a “marketplace
of ideas”
is the best
way to dis-
tinguish
truth from
falsity.

Justice
William
Brennan
wrote that
“debate on
public is-
sues should be uninhibited,
robust and wide-open” and
said that vehement criticism
and even mistakes were part
of the price a democratic so-
ciety must pay for freedom.
(Sullivan).

Justice Samuel Alito wrote
in a 2017 case involving
“hate speech” that “the idea
that the government may
restrict speech expressing
ideas that offend ... strikes at
the heart of the First Amend-
ment. Speech that demeans
on the basis of race, ethnic-
ity, gender, religion, age, dis-
ability, or any other similar
ground is hateful; but the

ROYAL
ALEXANDER

proudest boast of our free
speech jurisprudence is that
we protect the freedom to
express “the thought that we
hate”

The idea, obviously, is
that if ordinary American
citizens are presented with
a full range of ideas that are
not limited or censored by
the government, we will ac-
cept the ideas that are true
and reject the others.

Like voting, free speech
serves as a vital social safety
valve which relieves political
pressure such that, Ameri-
cans whose votes or whose
speech may not win the day
in the marketplace of ideas
nevertheless know that they
had a ‘seat at the table’ to
utilize their constitutional
rights to participate in the
democratic process and to
make their voices heard.

But much of this has
changed dramatically. How
so?

Because the truth is not
what it used to be.

Today, “the truth” is that
social media is a mono-
lithic presence in our lives
through Twitter, Facebook,
YouTube, and other pow-
erful platforms that pur-
posefully use complex al-
gorithms to “push” forward
certain information and
suppress other information.

We cannot arrive at the
correct conclusion—the
truth—if we are not pre-
sented with all of the rele-
vant ideas because powerful
tools are being used to mis-

lead us and limit the scope
of our search. That’s not a
“marketplace of ideas.” That
is pre-approved speech and
Group Think directed and
permeated most often with
a Left-leaning bias.

As free citizens, we cannot
discern the best path if we
don’t have all the relevant
and probative information
available.  That’s why the
revelations we have seen
lately of increasingly inte-
grated involvement by gov-
ernment and government
officials in social media cen-
sorship are so disturbing.

For example, if the Biden
White House leans on its
federal agencies to threat-
en Big Tech companies to
censor certain speech—
like Covid dissent, election
fraud, etc.—then we have
Gov-Tech censorship—with
the tech companies acting
as arms of the government
to do what the government
could not itself do under the
U.S. Constitution. That’s a
conspiracy and very likely
illegal.

May this critical inquiry
into the Unholy Alliance be-
tween Big Tech, Big Media,
and Big Government con-
tinue beyond Twitter, and
include all the huge social
media platforms—and may
it begin soon!

Merry Christmas!

ROYAL ALEXANDER IS A SHREVEPORT
ATTORNEY.

OPINION

Christmas Evokes Memories From ‘55

Christmas evokes many
memories because children
thrive on make believe, know-
ing Santa Claus will come
whether they have reason to
believe in him or not.. (In 1975
when we lived near Cleveland,
Ark., our two older children
remember the night that they
heard sleigh bells ringing, not
knowing it was me pulling out
toys from under the house near
the spot where the old whiskey
still once stood. I was eight
months pregnant at the time)

As a child I believed in Santa
Claus even though we were
told he didn’t exist. One time I
crept outside and placed a pa-
per grocery bag on the porch,
knowing he dared not step in-
side. Even though it remained
empty I continued to believe.

One of my sweetest Christ-
mas memories occurred in
1955 when I was in the first
grade. There were two little
girls, Marilyn and Blythe Ep-
perly. Their parents owned
an IGA country store in South
West City, Mo., They lived over
the store as was the custom
years ago.

The girls came with their
mom to our house with two
dolls for my sister and myself.

Those gifts
planted
wonder that
led me to lo-
cate Marilyn

and Blythe
fifty  years
later be-
cause they

moved back
to Nashville,

SARAH Tennessee,
HUDSON on Marilyn’s
PIERCE

eighth birth-
day in 1956.

Being a sleuth, I had little
trouble finding them because
I remembered their father’s
name from so many years ago.

To my surprise, she and her
younger sister Blythe remem-
bered the gifts that their moth-
er brought to us. I assumed the
dolls were from their store —
not so. Marilyn explained that
their parents felt that they had
received too many gifts from
family members and requested
the girls choose a doll to give
to us because they sensed our
need. She went on to say that
the reason their family moved
was they could barely make a
living in our rural area so they
understood what doing with-
out might mean.

What a sweet ending to the
story as we rekindled child-
hood friendships. Marilyn
added with fondness then that
she fantasized running away to
come back to see her friends
as she watched her baby sister
LuEllen sleeping on the back
seat of the car in a baby bed in-
side a huge Jello box from their
country store but Marilyn soon
learned that God had a hand in
their move because their mom
had emergency heart surgery
that could never have been
performed in our rural area.

One of the best gifts we can
give others as well as ourselves
may be listening with the heart,
of loving another uncondition-
ally and without judgment.
Some friendships come easily
because we are magnetically
drawn to others as we find soul
mates and kindred spirits but
sometimes friendships require
courage, of making the first
move, of picking up the phone
to call, to extend oneself as we
make ourselves vulnerable but
the price is worth the effort be-
cause life would be dull with-
out friends who know who we
really are.

Having lost close friends I'm
reminded that this life is not

forever and thatif we want to do
something for a friend or rela-
tive we better do it now lest we
live in regret of wasted oppor-
tunities -- besides we just can’t
have too many friends whether
they are older or younger than
ourselves.

We can never replace de-
parted friends but life can still
be beautiful as we respond to
friends God places within our
paths.

The Bible still says “as iron
sharpens iron so a man’s coun-
tenance sharpens his friends
countenance.”

Friends add a glow to our
face and put a sparkle to our
eyes.

One dear departed friend,
Joyce Duke Moore,quoted an
unknown source who wrote
“our friends help us test the
water.”

Luciano De Crescenzo wrote
“we are angels with only one
wing and we can only fly em-
bracing each other”

SARAH HUDSON PIERCE IS AN AUTHOR
WHO LIVES NEAR MOORINGSPORT,
LOUISIANA

OPINION

The Advocate: Congress taking action on Louisiana’s vital interests

On Capitol Hill nothing
beats a real deadline, man-
dating efficiency, and the end
of the current session of the
lame duck Congress amid the
Christmas holiday season,
when members of House and
Senate want to get back home,
may be a promising conflu-
ence of events for some of
Louisiana’s vital interests.

Action is moving fast on the
Hill, and the huge impact of
coastal erosion and the need
for federally funded commit-
ments to coastal states is a
key element of the work of our
delegation in Washington.

House passage of the Water
Resources Development Act is
a regular event, but it’s still of
vital importance. WRDA, pro-
nounced word-ah, authorizes
projects for waterways and
ports across the United States.

That includes many coast-

al protection projects, and
those are of obvious interest
to Louisiana. House passage
of the bill for Army Corps of
Engineers projects was linked
to the must-pass legislation
funding national defense.

Maybe deadline legislat-
ing is not the purists’ idea of
the best way to legislate — we
agree, generally — but this is
real-life lawmaking. And for
the key leader of the state’s
House delegation, Steve Scal-
ise of Jefferson Parish, the new
WRDA bill will be good for his
metropolitan New Orleans
district and also for Louisiana
as awhole.

State coastal czar Chip Kline
added a statement: “This
WRDA will be more valuable
to the sustainability of our
coast than any other such bill

in over a decade. It not only
clarifies roles and funding re-
sponsibilities for long-stand-
ing commitments to coastal
protection and restoration,
but also initiates new projects
and policies that will provide
major benefits to communi-
ties in Louisiana.”

His predecessor, Garret
Graves, is now congressman
from Baton Rouge, helping to
draft key WRDA provisions.

As that is part of the ac-
tion, Louisiana’s delegation
is also seeking passage of the
long-sought RISEE Act. That'’s
another of the long titles be-
stowed on legislation to make
it more attractive: Reinvesting
In Shoreline Economies and
Ecosystems Act.

But it is very attractive in
its provisions for the state, as
it lifts the cap on Gulf Coast

states’ share of federal off-
shore revenues. That cap was
part of the necessary deal-
making to pass the landmark
Gulf of Mexico Energy Securi-
ty Act, or GOMESA — a major
project of then-U.S. Sen. Mary
Landrieu, D-New Orleans.

Ifthe RISEE Act passes, long-
standing limits on GOMESA
revenues to the states go up;
Louisiana benefits dispropor-
tionately. Also, wind energy
revenues, not just those for
oil and gas production, will
benefit our state as this new
industry takes hold.

We don’t know if it will
make it, but the measure was
introduced with bipartisan
support in Senate and House
by Landrieu’s Republican suc-
cessor, Bill Cassidy, of Baton
Rouge. The bill will benefit
not only oceanside states but

those bordering the Great
Lakes; nationally, projects
funded through energy rev-
enues would be of benefit to a
large number of inland states.

Hopefully, even in the rush
of deadlines, there are enough
states invested in these areas
to make these key measures
successful: WRDA’s ports on
all coasts, and along the na-
tion’s rivers, and RISEE’s en-
ergy funding for not only Gulf
Coast projects but parks and
recreation across the nation.

The action will be fast and
furious in the next few days.
But we hope that the Louisi-
ana delegation will continue
to be successful as they have
been recently on infrastruc-
ture funding like these vital
bills.
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Travestu Byrd (above right) and the Lady Tiders’ advanced to the championship game of the girls’ bracket before falling to Gibsland-Coleman.

PRESS-HERALD PHOTOS BY T. SCOTT BOATRIGHT
Stafford Bailey (left) and the Minden boys defeated Lakeside before falling to North Caddo in the Car Giant Holiday Classic they helped host over the weekend while

Minden boys defeat Lakeside before falling to N. Caddo, 59-50

T. SCOTT BOATRIGHT

Gibsland-Coleman in

The Crimson Tide

ing Alexandria-Country

Weston (16-4), Quitman

in the Holiday Classic.

Minden Press-Herald Saturday’s championship opened the boys side of Day 59-37 on Friday to (12-4) and Castor (9-4). Glenbrook’s girls fell
contest. the tourney with a 56-36 move to 12-2 on the sea- Lakeside’s boys stand 48-42 to Red River on
The Minden Lady Tide- Minden opened the win over Lakeside before son. at 3-9 after the loss to Thursday while the Lady

rs rolled all the way to the
Car Giant Holiday Classic
girls basketball tourney
final over the weekend
before falling 60-35 to

tourney with a 59-25 win
over Ringgold before
edging past Richwood
52-50 on Friday to reach
the title game.

being knocked out by
North Caddo, 59-50.
Doyline’s boys contin-
ue to be the hottest team
in Webster Parish, defeat-

Doyline’s girls have got-
ten off to a solid 8-4 start,
but still face sledding in
a powerhouse District
1-B lineup that includes

Minden in the Holiday
Classic while the Lady
Warriors have started off
at 2-6 and are coming off
a 56-35 loss to Richwood

Knights of North Webster
defeated Plain Dealing
38-37 before falling 50-26
to Haynesville during last
week’s action.

OVERALL LOCAL PREP BOYS BASKETBALL STANDINGS (as of monday, Dec. 19)

DISTRICT 1-4A DISTRICT 1-3A DISTRICT 1-2A DISRICT 1-1A DISTRICT 1-B
W L W L W L W L W L
Evangel 11 1 Sterlington 13 0 Calvary Bapt. 10 0 Ringgold 8 7 Doyline 12 2
Woodlawn 8 4 Wossman 9 1 LoyolaPrep 5 6 Arcadia 4 6 Quitman 11 5
Huntington 7 5 Richwood 13 4 Green Oaks 6 9 Haynesville 2 3 Castor 6 7
BTW 6 5 Carroll 9 6 North Caddo 4 6 Magnolia SOE 2 7 Weston 7 10
Bossier 6 5 Union Parish 5 5 Lakeside 3 9 Plain Dealing 3 7
Minden 6 8 Bastrop 1 11 D. Woods 0 8 Glenbrook 0 5 -
Northwood 5 7 N. Webster 0 6 Homer 0 2
North DeSoto 1 5
OVERALL LOCAL PREP GIRLS BASKETBALL STANDINGS (as of Monday, Dec. 19)
DISTRICT 1-4A DISTRICT 1-3A DISTRICT 1-2A DISRICT 1-1A DISTRICT 1-B
w L w L w L w L w L
Huntington 9 2 Bastrop 11 1 Calvary Bapt. 4 2 Arcadia 9 5 Weston 16 4
Northwood 8 6 Sterlington 10 1 D. Woods 3 6 Plain Dealing 4 7 Quitman 12 4
BTW 5 4 Union Parish 8 1 Lakeside 2 6 Homer 2 4 Castor 9 4
Minden 6 6 Wossman 11 2 Loyola Prep 1 5 Ringgold 4 8 Doyline 8 4
Evangel 1 2 Carroll 9 3 North Caddo 1 6 Glenbrook 2 5
Woodlawn 4 9 Richwood 9 7 Green Oaks 0 13 Homer 3 9 I @ Z
N. DeSoto 4 10 N. Webster 3 5 A=\ =
Bossier 0 11

Texas-El Paso sweeps LA Tech in Conference USA hoops season openers

Minden Press-Herald Sports Service

EL PASO, Texas — Turn-
overs and poor shooting
by Louisiana Tech ended
up being the difference
in the Conference USA
opener as the Bulldogs
fell, 60-55, to UTEP on Sat-
urday night inside the Don
Haskins Center.

LA Tech (6-5, 0-1 C-
USA) committed 20 turn-
overs while shooting just
4-of-25 from beyond the
arc, making a season-low
16 field goals.

“It is hard to generate
offense when you are turn-
ing the ball over,” said Tech
head coach Talvin Hester.
“Turning it over 20 times
was really detrimental to
what we did. We have to
clean that up”

Despite the free-throw
discrepancy in the game
with UTEP (7-3, 1-0 C-
USA) shooting 37 times
from the charity stripe to
LA Tech’s 24, the visiting
team still gave themselves
a chance to win it.

Down 56-46 with 3:14
to play, the 'Dogs held the
Miners without a made
field goal for the remain-
der of the game. The Min-

ers had plenty of issues
from the free-hrow line as
well to help LA Tech creep
back into it, making just 15
total (sank just three of 14
in the final three-plus min-
utes).

The Bulldog managed
to get within one posses-
sion, down three with just
21 seconds remaining, but
two made free throws by
the Miners iced the game.

LA Tech had the lead
for only 1:49 of the entire
game when it was an early
4-3 advantage. It was at
14-all with nine minutes
remaining in the first half
when UTEP was able to
gain some separation, go-
ingona 7-0 run.

Keaston Willis’ second
of three triples pulled the
Bulldogs to within one
with 11:55 remaining in
the game, but it was an-
other 7-0 run by the Min-
ers to keep the road team
at bay.

Cobe Williams reg-
istered a game-high 18
points to go along with five
rebounds and a career-
tying five steals. Isaiah
Crawford nearly registered
a double-double with 12
points and nine boards

plus four steals of his own.
Willis was the third Bull-
dog in double figures with
11.

With the 74-59 win, LA
Tech now leads the all-
time series over Southern,
6-2.

The Bulldogs have won
four straight meetings over
the Jaguars.

LA Tech registered a
season-high eight blocks.
The Bulldogs had just nine
total blocks in the previous
seven games combined.

Tech also recorded dou-
ble-digit steals (10) for the
third time this season.

The Dunkin’ Dogs will
have the week off before
returning to action at 8
p-m. Saturday in a game
that will be streamed on
the Mountain West Net-
work.

WOMEN

UTEP 62, LA Tech 54

RUSTON — Louisiana
Tech women’s basketball
team dropped their 2022-
23 Conference USA opener
to Texas-El Paso Sunday af-
ternoon inside the Thomas
Assembly Center in a game
that featured eight lead
changes and six ties.

| Gl
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PHOTO BY KYLE KAVANUGH/LA TECH ATTLETICS COMMUNICATIONS

Louisiana Tech Lady Techsters coach Brooke Stoehr talks to players returning to
the bench during Sunday’s home loss to UTEP.

Despite LA Tech (7-
4, 0-1 C-USA) shooting
over 50 percent from the
floor and from three and
holding the Miners to 35
percent shooting, UTEP
(8-2, 1-0 C-USA) used a
combination of offensive
rebounds and forced turn-
overs to generate 25 more

shots than the Techsters

(64-39).
Halfway through the
final stanza, Louisiana

Tech’s Lotte Sant’s three
tied the game at 48-48, but
UTEP used 7-2 to regain
a 55-50 lead with 1:28 left
and hit five free throws
down the stretch to match

their largest lead of the
game.

Keiunna Walker led the
Techsters with 12 points,
while Anna Larr Roberson
and Gabbie Green added
nine each. Tech was led on
the glass by Amaya Bran-
non, who had seven re-
bounds.
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G-Men fall at No. 24 VA Tech; women lose at TCU

Minden Press-Herald Sports Service

BLACKSBURG, Va.
— The Grambling State
University men’s basket-
ball led by as many as 10
points midway through
the first half on Satur-
day at Virginia Tech, but
suffered a cold-shooting
spell toward the end of
the half as the Tigers fell
to the 24th-ranked Hok-
ies, 74-48, at Cassel Coli-
seum.

Grambling State (6-
4) led 21-11 with 10:49
left in the first half, but
the Tigers could not hit
a bucket from the floor
as Virginia Tech (11-1)
used an 18-2 run over
the next eight-plus min-
utes as GSU could not
recover.

Carte’are Gordon
paced the Tigers with 12
points, on 4-of-8 shoot-
ing, with four rebounds
and a pair of assists.
Cameron Christon add-
ed 10 points, six boards,
two assists and one steal.
Shawndarius Cowart
pulled down a team-
high seven boards, along
with five points and two
assists.

Sean Pedulla led
Virginia Tech with 21
points, including four
3-pointers, along with
six assists, five rebounds
and two steals. Hunter
Cattoor recorded 13
points, four boards and
one assist, while Justyn
Mutts tallied 11 points,
three rebounds, two as-
sists and two steals.

Grambling State used
a small 8-3 run, capped
by a Cowart 3-pointer,
as there Tigers led 11-6
with 15:55 remaining in
the opening half.

GSU pushed the ad-
vantage to 16-9 after a
Cameron Christon free
throw with 13:23 left and
stretched the margin to

21-11 on a Gordon trey
with just under 11 min-

utes to play.

The Hokies, on the
heels of a 18-2 run, took
advantage of Gram-

bling State’s cold shoot-
ing spell and grabbed
a 29-23 advantage after
a 3-pointer by Pedulla
with just over three min-
utes left in the half.

A dunk by Malik Lam-
in snapped an eight-plus
minute cold spell for the
Tigers and cut the mar-
gin to 29-25 with 2:17 re-

maining.
However, Virginia
Tech scored the final five

points of the half as the
Hokies took a 34-25 lead
into the break.

Grambling State got
back-to-back buckets by
Christon and Virshon
Cotton as the Tigers
trailed, 38-29, with 16:46
remaining.

Virginia Tech an-
swered with a 12-2 run,
capped by a Grant Basile
layup to extend the ad-
vantage to 50-31 with
12:38 left.

The Hokies stretched
the lead to 63-36 with
just over eight minutes
remaining as Virginia
Tech proved to be too
much as Grambling
State saw its three-game
win streak come to an
end.

INSIDE THE NUMBERS

e Grambling State
shot 36.5 percent (19-
of-52) from the field and
62.5 percent (5-0f-8)
from the free-throw line

e Carte’are Gordon
paced the Tigers with 12
points, on 4-o0f-8 shoot-
ing, with four rebounds
and a pair of assists

e Cameron Chris-
ton added 10 points, six
boards, two assists and
one steal

e Shawndarius Cow-
art pulled down a team-

high seven boards, along
with five points and two
assists

e The Tigers finished
with 22 points in the
paint,13 bench points, 12
second-chance points,
eight points off 13 Vir-
ginia Tech turnovers and
five fast break points

e Virginia Tech went
26-o0f-51 shooting (51
percent) and 11-of-20
(55 percent) from the
charity stripe

e Sean Pedulla led
Virginia Tech with 21
points, including four
3-pointers, along with
six assists, five rebounds
and two steals

e Hunter Cattoor re-
corded 13 points, four
boards and one assist

e Justyn Mutts tallied

11 points, three rebounds,
two assists and two steals

e The Hokies finished
with 24 points in the
paint, 23 points off 19
Grambling State turn-
overs, 15 bench points,
nine second-chance
points and three fast
break points

WOMEN

TCU 56, Grambling 45

FORT WORTH, Texas
— The Grambling State
University women'’s bas-
ketball team wrapped
up the non-conference
portion of its schedule
on Sunday afternoon,
falling to Texas Christian
University at Schollmai-
er Arena.

Colbi Maples paced
GSU (1-10) with 18

MINDEN PRESS-HERALD | MINDEN, LA

PHOTO COURTESY OF GSU ATHLETICS COMMUNICATIONS
Grambling’s Cameron Christon (left) totaled 10 points during Saturday’s loss at Virginia Tech.

points on 5-of-13 shoot-
ing from the field to go
along with six rebounds
and one steal. Miracle
Saxon also posted a dou-
ble-figure scoring effort,
finishing with 10 points,
three rebounds, two as-
sists, one block and one
steal.

TCU (5-5) opened the
game strong, crafting a
17-6 lead. Phylicia Al-
len scored a layup with
1:15 left in the quarter
to trimming the Horned
Frogs’ lead to single-
digits heading into the
second.

After TCU ballooned
its lead to 24-12 with
4:14 left in the half, Ma-
ples stroked a 3-pointer
to once again keep the
deficit under 10. With

Joe Simmons 36 years later — like father,

GLYNN HARRIS

I had the privilege of
writing a story 36 years
ago of an impressive
buck taken by the late
Tommy Simmons of
Ruston. On November
13, 1986 Simmons was
hunting in northern
Lincoln Parish when a
buster of a buck stepped
out and he dropped the
12 point. T still recall
the emotion Simmons
shared with me as he
told his story. Although
this was before antler
score and measure-
ments were in vogue his
buck was likely in the
160 inch class.

Tommy'’s son, Joe, not
yet born when his dad
nailed the big buck, took
up where his dad left
off. After an extended
illness, Tommy passed
away in 2020. Joe, age
29, encountered

another big Lincoln
Parish buck this sea-
son and was success-
ful in bringing the big
13 point trophy to the
ground on Nov. 27.

“When you write
the story of my buck,
“please include the
fact that my dad set the
stage for my success,’
said joe Simmons. “In
fact, he got his big buck
within a couple of miles
of where I currently live
in the Pea Ridge com-
munity of Lincoln Par-
ish”

Joe Simmons was
hunting on a 53-acre
tract north of Chou-
drant in Lincoln Par-
ish. The day before his
encounter with his
buck, he was bow hunt-
ing from his lock-on
stand when he heard a
fierce fight between two
bucks.

“They were fighting
in a thicket next to my

stand and it went on
for five or six minutes.
I'd hear antlers clash-
ing, brush breaking
and deer running when
finally a small 8 point
stepped out. I felt the
other buck was likely
the big one several of
us had been after but he
didn’t show. I decided
that tomorrow, I'd be in
my box stand with my
rifle because 1 felt like
he was in the area and I
might have a chance at
him,” Simmons said.

It had rained the day
he was bow hunting but
the rain had stopped
and the morning of Nowv.
27 dawned cool and
damp. Simmons’ stand
overlooks two shooting
lanes where wheat, oats
and rye are planted. The
woods were previously
a mixture of pines and

COURTESY PHOTO
Joe Simmons shows off the buck he got last week
hunting in Lincoln Parish.

hardwoods that had
been cut some 15 years
ago leaving the area a
dense thicket, perfect
habitat for a big buck.

“I got out early and
had to walk through
corn I had scattered on
one of my lanes. I used
an Ever Calm scent cov-
er on my boots and ev-
ery 50 yards or so, I put
out some Code Blue es-
trous doe scent before
climbing into my stand”
he said.

Not seeing any action
the first hour or so after
daylight, a buddy hunt-
ing nearby texted him
about a nice buck he
had just shot with his
bow.

“Since I wasn’t seeing
anything and my bud-
dy was excited about
his bow kill, I shut the
windows on my stand,

called him to hear his
story and we talked for
maybe 15 minutes,”
Simmons said. “After
we finished talking, I
opened the windows
again and half an hour
later, Ilooked up to see a
big buck walking across
my lane at 65 yards. I
couldn’t be sure if it was
the big one I was after
but since it was bigger
than any others I knew
about in this area, I put
my Browning BAR .270
short mag on the win-
dow, grunted to make
the deer stop and I
took the shot. The buck

crumpled but then
disappeared into the
woods.”

Walking to the site of
the shot, there was no
blood and Simmons
considered going to get
his blood tracking dog.
There was no need for a
tracking dog because he
took two steps into the
woods and saw antlers.
The big buck had only
run 15 yards before col-
lapsing.

The buck sported
13 points with an in-
side spread of 17 5/8
inches, bases around 5
inches each with main
beams stretching to
near 27-inches each.
The buck which was
rutted down weighed
170 pounds and was de-
termined to be around
5 1/2 years old. Taking
the buck to Greg Hicks,
official scorer for Buck
Masters, the rack mea-
sured 174 3/8 inches.

“It’s hard to express
what I feel” Simmons
said, “about getting an-
other Lincoln Parish
trophy buck 36 years
after my dad got his.”

— Contact Glynn
Harris at glynnhar-
ris37@gmail.com.

2:55 to go, Miracle Saxon
knocked down a mid-
range jumper, making
the score 26-19. The
Horned Frogs carried a
33-21lead into the break.

Grambling State set-
tled down in the second
half, outscoring TCU 24-
23. TCU built a 19-point
lead to start the fourth
quarter, its largest of the
game, on a 3-pointer by
Tara Manumaleuga.

The Lady Tigers then
embarked on a 12-2 run
capped by a fast break
layup by Leah Morrow,
cutting TCU’s advantage
to 54-45 with 1:24 to go.
The Horned Frog tacked
on two free throws in the
waning moments of the
game to secure the 56-45
win.

like son

Fishing Report

BLACK BAYOU — No
report this week. Contact
Honey Hole Tackle Shop
323-8707 for the latest in-
formation.

BUSSEY BRAKE
—  Crappie fishing has
been best on jigs or shin-
ers around the boat ramp
and nearby trees. Bass
have fair to good flipping
creature baits around
structure. For the latest
information, contact the
Honey Hole at 323-8707.

OUACHITA RIVER
— Crappie fishing has
improved a bit with best
catches made on jigs or
shiners around structure.
Bass have been best in
the cuts and run-outs on
shad imitation lures. For
the latest information,
contact the Honey Hole
Tackle Shop at 323-8707.

LAKE D’ARBONNE —
Crappie fishing has been
good with best catches
made on shiners or jigs
fished along the chan-
nel edges. Bass fishing
has been best fishing the
points with soft plastics
and crank baits. Bream
are slow while catfish are
biting cold worms fished
off the banks. For the lat-
est information, call An-
derson Sport Center at
368-9669 or Honey Hole
Tackle Shop at 323-8707.

LAKE CLAIBORNE
— Crappie fishing has
been best fishing around
the lights at night with
shiners or jigs as well as
around the tops in 12-14
foot water. Bass fishing
has improved with some
in the 4-5 pound range
caught on a variety of

lures. No report on cat-
fish, bream or stripers.
For the latest information,
call Kel’s Cove at 927-
2264 or Terzia Tackle at
278-4498.

CANEY LAKE - Jig-
ging spoons and tail spin-
ners are working best on
bass bouncing these lures
off the bottom in 18-20
foot deep water. Soft
plastics and deep diving
crank baits have been
producing some around
humps just off the chan-
nels with a few in the
7-8 pound range. Crap-
pie fishing continues to
be best fishing the deep
tops on shiners or jigs.
No report on bream or
catfish.. For information
contact Hooks Marina at
249-2347, Terzia Tackle
at 278-4498 or the Honey
Hole Tackle Shop at 323-
8707.

LAKE POVERTY
POINT — Crappie fish-
ing is improving with fish
caught around the boat
slips as well as on the
lower end of the lake on
shiners or jigs. Catfish-
ing continues to be good
with mostly smaller sizes
reported. No report on
bass. For latest reports,
call Poverty Point Marina
at 318-878-0101.

LAKE YUCATAN -
The water continues to
rise and is now coming in
through the chute. Before
this week’s storms some
good sized crappie and
bass have been reported.
For information, call Sur-
plus City Landing at 318-
467-2259.

— Glynn Harris
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GOOD NEWS

HOW THE GREAT GUEST CAME

Before the cathedral
in grandeur rose

At Inglelburg where
the Danube goes;

Before its forest of sil-
ver spires

Went airily up to the
clouds and fires;

Before the oak had
ready a beam,

While yet the arch
was stone and a dream

There where the altar
was later laid,

Conrad, the cobbler,
plied his trade.

It happened one day
at the year’s white end

Two neighbors called
on their old-time
friend;

And they found the
shop, so meager and
mean,

Made gay with 100
boughs of green.

Conrad was stitching
with face ashine,

But suddenly
stopped as he twitched
a twine;

“Old friends good
news! At dawn today,

As the cocks were
scaring the night away,

The Lord appeared in
a dream to me,

And said, “I am com-
ing today -- your Guest

to be!”
So I've been busy
with feet astir,
Sweeping the floor
with branches of fir.
The wall is washed
and the shelf is shined,
And over the raf-
ter the holly

twined.
He comes
today, and
the table is
spread
With milk

and honey
and wheaten
bread.”

His friends
went home;
and his face grew still

As he watched for the
shadow across the win-
dow sill.

He lived all the mo-
ments o’er and o’er,

When the Lord
should enter his lowly
door -

The knock, the call,
the latch pulled up,

The lighted face, the
offered cup.

He would wash the
feet where the spikes
had been,

He would kiss the
hands where the nails
went in,

And then at the last
would sit with Him

~&

Bill Crider

And break the bread
as the day grew dim.

While Conrad, the
cobbler mused, there
passed his pane

A beggar drenched
by the driving rain,

He called him in from
the stony street

And gave him

shoes for his
bruised feet.
The  beggar

went and there
came a crone,

Her face with
wrinkles of sor-
row sown.

A bundle of
fagots  bowed
her back,

And she was spent
with the wrench and
rack.

He gave her his loaf
and steadied her load

As she took her way
on the weary road.
Then to his
came a little child,

Lost and afraid in the
world so wild,

In the big, dark world.
Catching it up,

He gave it the milk in
the waiting cup,

And led it home to its
mothers arms,

Out of the reach of
the world’s alarms.

The day went down

door

in the crimson west

And with it the hope
of the Blessed Guest.

And Conrad sighed
as the world turned
gray;

“Why is it, Lord, that
your feet delay?

Did you forget that
this was the day?”

Then soft in the si-
lence a Voice Conrad
heard:

“Lift up your heart,
for I kept my word.

Three times I came
to your friendly door;

Three times my shad-
ow was on your floor.

I was the beggar with
bruised feet;

I was the woman you
gave to eat;

I was the child on the
homeless street.”

This is one of my fa-
vorite Christmas po-
ems. It reminds me
that often we entertain
‘angels unaware, es-
pecially at this special
time of the year. As we
celebrate the Advent
Season, a time of prep-
aration and expectan-
cy, may we search our
souls and confess our
sinfulness to God, our
Father, through Jesus
Christ, and draw nigh
unto Him. When we do

that, we are assured He
is drawing nearer to us
as well.

Looking back over
this Advent season, we
should pause and take
precious moments of
soul-searching to see if
God did not bring into
our lives several poten-
tial encounters to ‘en-
tertain! Perhaps your
prayer has been to “tell
this Good News to as
many folks as possible,
like the shepherds did
after they saw the new
King” Could one have
been the plumber who
came to get you ‘out of
a bind’ with company
driving into town? Or
maybe one encoun-
ter was the young man
hitch-hiking that you
sped by without stop-
ping; yet you felt that
knot in your stomach
when you realized ‘he
may have been on his
way home for Christ-
mas, What an oppor-
tunity you just missed.

Thirdly, you may have
prayed to share your
personal testimony of
how God has blessed
you this year (a strug-
gle with the Covid, a
desert-experience with
financial =~ hardships,

(Edwin Markham)

or you may have been
struggling with family
issues)....then
one calls in the middle
of Christmas

some-

lunch
to ‘sell you an igloo
in Alaskal Yes, a tele-
marketer who called
on Christmas Day (of
all times). These may
have been the ‘visitors’
God sent your way this
Christmas season in
answer to your prayers.
If we are not careful, we
might be like Conrad
and lose the wondrous
opportunity to share
the love of Jesus - the
Spirit of Christmas -
with someone who is
desperately  seeking
Him.

Let's seek to seize
the appointments God
brings our way, and not
live with disappoint-
later...that we
missed the blessings
God sent our way.

ment

BILL CRIDER IS CHAPLAIN OF
MINDEN MEDICAL CENTER

THE UPWARD LOOK

Government Decrees

“Now in those days a decree went out

a child or even the coming of the Sav-

INSPIRATION

Recipe for success

If you're like me and you like to bake
you've probably used a recipe. In theory,
if you follow the same recipe you should
get a consistent result. However, thatisn’t
always the case. It'sbeen my ex-
perience thatI can be consistent
and still fail. T have found that in
some instances the failures are
due to mistakes in my execu-
tion. However, I have also had
to face the fact that some factors
are beyond my control. Several
things can affect the outcome.
For instance inconsistent oven
heat, changes in barometric
pressure, or even faults in your
ingredients. The situations in our lives
can be viewed similarly. We as humans
often go through our lives making plan

after plan. This is fine because it aids in
organization. However, you need to ask
yourself, a question. What will I do when
one of my plans fails? Jeremiah 29:11
NLT Says “ I know the plans I
have for you,” says the Lord.
“They are plans for good and
not for disaster, to give you a
future and a hope.” As humans
and children of God, we have
to learn to let go of our plan
and seek out God’s. This could
be the difference between ris-
ing to the occasion or falling
flat.

Jrom Caesar Augustus, that
a census be taken of all the
inhabited earth.” Luke 2:1
NASB

ior. Even today it is easy to be
preoccupied and overwhelmed
by government and news head-
lines causing us miss what God
is doing.

With Caesar ruling over
the Roman empire, every-
one under his reign was
obligated to obey whether
they liked his law or not. His
decrees often disrupted the
ordinary day to day life. Itis
easy to imagine that the people in Gali-
lee and Judea were more concerned
about the decrees of Caesar than they
were about a young couple expecting

Lord Jesus, even in the hustle
and bustle of this world, help
me to stop and worship You,
spending time in Your Word,

\ the Bible, and in prayer. Keep
Max Hutto my focus this Christmas season
on You, my Savior.

MAX HUTTO IS A BAPTIST MINISTER AND A RESI- Bernard Harris

DENT OF MINDEN. MORE INFORMATION CAN BE FOUND
AT WWW.UPWARDLOOK.ORG.

BERNARD HARRIS Il IS A HAUGHTON FIREMAN AND A
LOCAL RESIDENT OF MINDEN

How can.we

Iffyou’re in need of prayer,
AWe can help you. Coentact the
FBC 24-Hour) Prayer Ministry
at 373 -PRAY.

| o
FIRST BAPTHST CHUR: H\\
__L‘,A

L @\FIRST __|

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
MINDEN

301 Pennsylvania Avenue * Minden:
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Solve the code to discover words related to kidney health.
Each number corresponds to a letter.
(Hint: 2=1)

12 2 16 7 23 20

15 11 16 24 18 23 7

19 2 3 9 23 14

uind “q 12171 ") uauwiopqp g Koupry 'y :S1omsuy

21 15 2 7

FUN &
GAMES

Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?
Then you’ll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from
the moment you
square off, so
sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy to the test!

Level: intesrmediale

Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

8lL|6)9|V]|L)E]|S]|C
9|S|¥]|c|E|L]8B|6]|L
cle|L]S|8|6])F[9]!
L|19|C]|V|S|E)6|L]|8
e|L|G]|6|C|8)9|L]|Y
6|V |[8]1L|L]|9)<C|E|S
P|c|EJL]|9]|S5)L]|8]|6
G16|9]18|4|¥]L]|C|€
L]|8|L]E|6|Cc])S| V|9
‘HaAMSNV

Don’t lose your chance to 6%@%@ /

This fall, the Louisiana Department of Health may switch some Medicaid members
to different health plans. If you don’t select a plan by December 29, 2022, you
could end up in a health plan you didn’t choose.

HOW TO MAKE YOUR CHOICE:

Visit www.MyPlan.Healthy.LA.gov/en/my-account,

OR scan the QR code with your phone’s camera,
OR text “stay” to (225) 443-3608 to be sent a link.

WHY CHOOSE US?

More Doctors. We have more doctors, obstetricians, and pediatricians
than any other Medicaid health plan.

e More Rewards. Reward opportunities totaling $575 for making
healthy choices.

0 Extra Benefits. We offer $500 per year for adult dental care, PLUS
extra vision and hearing benefits.

Don’t lose your chance to choose. Make sure you have Louisiana Healthcare
Connections at www.MyPlan.Healthy.LA.gov/en/my-account by 6 p.m.
on December 29, 2022.

' louisiana
%Tehealthcare
connections..

1-866-595-8133 (TTY: 711)
Monday-Friday, 7a.m. to 7 p.m.

LouisianaHealthConnect.com

Your Health. Our Purpose.

CLUES ACROSS

1.

5.
11.
14.
15.
18.
19.
21.
23.
24.
28.
29.
30.
32.

33.

Constrictors

Abounding in rocks

Speed

German city

Lacking sympathy
Visionaries

Wastes away

One precursor to the EU
Nursemaid
Unconsciousnesses

Baby’s word for father
Equal to 64 US pints (abbr.)
Senses of self-importance
Midway between south
and southwest

When you hope to get there

CLUES DOWN

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

9

Z
0
I—
2
—
Q
7p)
L
—
N
N
2
o

. Humbug!

. Devices that alert pilots (abbr.)
. Grocer

. One point east of southeast

. Subjects to hostility

. Work unit

. Atomic #56

. British thermal unit

. “Elusive Butterfly” singer

10.
12.
13.
16.
17.
20.
22.
25.
26.
27.
29.

Egg part
Device

Rechargeable power source
Ancient sage

Consist of two elements
“Pygmalion” writer

“The Centennial State” (abbr.)
Of 1

Get older

Brotherhoods

Buzzing insect

35.
36.

39.
41.
42.
44.
46.
47.
49.
52.
56.
58.
60.
62.
63.

31.
34.
36.
37.
38.
40.
43.
45.
48.
50.
51.
53.
54.
55.
57.
58.

59.
61.

Electronic data processing
Passports and drivers’ licences
are two

Fishes

Air Force

Personal computers
Ecological community
Wings

Halfway

Cool, calm and collected
Jewelled headdress
Musical composition

_ Falls

Repeating remarks
Periods in one’s life
Hyphen

Sunscreen rating

Brew

Leader

Indigo bush

Burn with a hot liquid

Junior’s dad

Horse mackerels genus

Morning

Unit of linear measurement (abbr.)
Double curve

Small, twisted bunch

Developed

Mars crater

Humanistic discipline

Word element meaning ear

Last or greatest in an indefinitely
large series

Wood residue

It cools your home

o midAjc|lO|m|w |3 |m|T

Prepare
for power
outages
today

WITH A HOME
STANDBY GENERATOR

Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions

FRE

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A
FREE QUOTE

CALL NOW BEFORE THE
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(855) 649-6863

— A $695 Value!

GENERAC

7-Year Extended Warranty*
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CLASSIFIEDS

Classified line ads are published Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday in the Minden Press-Herald, Bossier Press-Tribune and online at www.press.herald.com

PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

classifieds@press-herald.com

Classified
Rates

Pricing is easy!

$7.75

Per Day - Up to 20 words!
Aditional words are only 30
cents more!

Garage Sales

No word limit.

$11

One Day

$16.50
Two Days

Receive a FREE Garage
Sale Kit with your two day
ad!

* Garage Sale ads must be
prepaid.

Deadlines

Ads

Line ads and display ads must
be submitted by noon two
days before publication.

Public Notices
Public notices must be sub-
mitted two days prior to
publication date depending
on the length. Notices may be
emailed to classifieds@press-
herald.com

Payments
Cash Checks, Billing

Real Estate Notice
“All real estate advertised
here is subject to the Fed-
eral Fair Housing Act, which
makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or
discrimination based on race,
color, religion, sex, handicap,
familial status, or national
origin, or intention to make
any such preference, limita-
tion, or discrimination. We
will not knowlingly accept
any advertising for real estate,
which is in violation of th
elaw. All persons are hereby
informed that all dwellings
advertised are available on an
equal opportunity basis.

Grow
Your
Business

Call to place your ad!

PLACE
YOUR
AD

TODAY!
377-1866

SHERIFF’S SALE

NATIONSTAR
MORTGAGE LLC
VS.

FLOYD GRAY

In the Twenty-Sixth
Judicial District
Court of Webster
Parish, Louisiana,
No. 80367

By virtue of a
WRIT OF SEIZURE
AND SALE issued
out of the Twenty-
Sixth Judicial
District Court of
Webster Parish,
Louisiana, in the
above styled and
numbered suit and
to me directed, |
have seized and
taken into my
possession and
will offer for sale at
public auction to
the last and highest
bidder for cash
WITH the benefit of
appraisement and
according to law at
the principal front
door of the Court-
house in the City of
Minden, Webster
Parish, Louisiana
on WEDNESDAY,
January 25, 2023,
During the legal
sale hours, the
following property,
to wit:

Lots 118 and 119,
George C. Meyers
Subdivision, a sub-
division in Webster
Parish, Louisiana,
as per plat recorded
| Book 1, Page 37
of the Conveyance
Records of Webster
Parish, Louisiana,
together with build-
ings and improve-
ments thereon;
subject to restric-
tions, servitudes,
rights-of-way and
outstanding mineral
rights of record af-
fecting the property.

SOLD SUBJECT
TO ANY SUPE-
RIOR LIENS,
MORTGAGES
OR PRIVILEGES
THERETO.

Said property
seized is that of the
defendant and will
be sold to satisfy a
judgment rendered
in our Honorable
Court.

JASON R. PARKER
Sheriff & Ex-Officio
Auctioneer
Webster Parish,
Louisiana

Linda Vaughan -
Deputy

December 21, 2022
January 18, 2023
Minden Press-Herald

ADVERTISEMENT
FOR BIDS

Notice is hereby given
that the Webster Par-
ish School Board will
receive sealed bids
from LA licensed gen-
eral contractors until
2:00 P.M., Thursday
January 19, 2023,
for:

JOB #2022-14 NEW
VISITOR FOOTBALL
GRANDSTAND
FOR MINDEN HIGH
SCHOOL
MINDEN, LOUISIANA

Bids will be accepted
until the date and time
specified and will be
publicly opened and
read aloud at that time
in the School Board’s
Office, 1442 Shep-
pard Street, Minden,
Louisiana 71055. All
submittal packages
will be stamped or
marked to acknow!-
edge timely receipt.
Sole responsibility

for proper mailing or
delivery of any bid in
compliance with this
advertisement is that
of the bidder. Bids
received after the date
and time of opening
will not be considered.

A non-mandatory
Pre-bid Conference
will be held at 10:00
A.M. on Tuesday
January 10, 2023 at
Minden High School:
400 College St.,
Minden, Louisiana
71055. Bidders must
check in at the office.

All bids must be
accompanied by bid
security equal to five
percent (5%) of the
base bid and all alter-
nates and must be in
the form of a certified
check, cashier’s check
or bid bond written by
a company licensed
to do business in the
State of Louisiana.

Complete bid
documents may be
obtained from Yeager,
Watson & Associ-
ates, LLC, 118 S.
Trenton St., Ruston,

LA 71270-4432,

(318) 202-5708, upon
receipt of deposit of
$200.00 for each set
of documents. The
deposit is fully-refund-
able to all plan holders
upon return of the
documents, in good
condition, no later than
fifteen (15) days after
receipt of bids. The
deposits for all other
sets of documents will
not be refunded. Bid-
related materials and
electronic submittal

of bids may be found
at: WWW.CENTRAL-
BIDDING.COM. For
questions relating to
the electronic bidding
process, please call
Central Bidding at
(225) 810-4814. Elec-
tronic bid documents
are also available for a
purchase price of $20
from the architect’s
office or by member-
ship to following Plan
Rooms: LAGC, Con-
structConnect, Dodge,
or ISqFt.

The Webster Parish
School Board is an
equal opportunity
agency dedicated to a
policy of non-discrim-
ination regarding Title
VI, the Civil Rights
Act of 1964, Title IX,
and Section 504 of
the Rehabilitation Act
of 1973.

The Webster Parish
School Board reserves
the right to reject any
and all bids.

[s/ Johnny Rowland
/t/ Johnny Rowland,

Secretary Treasurer
Webster Parish
School Board

December 14, 2022
December 21, 2022
December 28, 2022
Minden Press-Herald

LEGAL NOTICE

THIS IS TO CERTIFY
THAT THE WEBSTER
PARISH ASSESSOR
HAS COMPLIED
WITH LA REVISED
STATUTE 39:1306
RELATIVE TO PUB-
LIC PARTICIPATION
IN THE AMENDED
BUDGET PROCESS
FOR THE YEAR
ENDED, DECEMBER
31,2022 AND IN THE
BUDGET PROCESS
FOR THE YEAR END-
ED DECEMBER 31,
2023. NOTICE OF
AVAILABILITY FOR
PUBLIC INSPEC-
TION, PUBLICATION
OF BUDGET SUM-
MARY AND PUBLIC
HEARING WAS HELD
IN COMPLIANCE
WITH THE APPLICA-
BLE STATUTES.

DENISE G.
EDWARDS, CLA
WEBSTER PARISH
ASSESSOR

December 21, 2022
Minden Press-Herald

PROCEEDING OF
THE VILLAGE OF
HEFLIN, STATE

OF LOUISIANA,
TAKEN IN REGULAR
MEETING HELD ON
DECEMBER 8, 2022.

The Heflin Town
Council met at Town
Hall, Heflin, Louisiana
beginning at 8:05
p.m. with the following
members present:
Mayor Todd Leake
council members
Matt Austin, Ralph
James, Police Chief
Paul Migues, Water
System Operator and
Village Clerk Sherry
Limosnero. Absent
council member Hallie
DeMoss.

The meeting was
opened with prayer
offered by Ralph
James and Matt Austin
led the Pledge of Al-
legiance. Mayor Pro
Tem welcomed every-
one to the meeting.

Upon motion by
Matt Austin and duly
seconded by Ralph
James, the council
adopted the Minutes
from November 10,
2022 at Council
Regular Meeting held
on December 8, 2022
as presented; the
motion was approved
unanimously.

Ralph James moved
to accept the Novem-
ber 2022 Operating Fi-
nancial Statements as
presented; the motion
was duly seconded

by Matt Austin. The
motion was approved
unanimously.

Upon motion by
Matt Austin and duly
seconded by Ralph
James, the council
unanimously approved
Water System Reports
for November, 2022.
Ralph James moved
to accept the Novem-
ber, 2022 Police De-

partment Reports as
presented; the motion
was duly seconded
by Matt Austin. The
motion was approved
unanimously.

Upon motion by
Matt Austin and duly
seconded by Ralph
James, the council
unanimously approved
the A.R.P. Report for
November, 2022.
Ralph James moved
to accept the 2023
Operating Budget for

the Village of Heflin
as presented; the

motion was duly sec-
onded by Matt Austin.
The motion was ap-
proved unanimously.
Said Operating 2023
Budget is attached to
and made a part of
these minutes.
The Village of Heflin
would like to Thank
Mayor Todd Leake for
24 years of dedicated
and outstanding ser-
vice to our Village as
Alderman and Mayor.
Council com-
ments were heard,
public comments were
heard. There being
no further business
to come before this
Council, meeting
adjourned by Council
Member Matt Austin.

Attest by:

Sherry Limosnero
LCMC, Village Clerk
Respectfully posted:
12/13/2022
Adopted: 12/8/2022

December 21, 2022
Minden Press-Herald

|, Bryant Lyons, DOC
#- 428978, have
applied for clemency
for my conviction of:
second degree cruelty
to a juvenile. If you
have any questions

or concerns, please
contact the Board of
Pardons at (225)-342-
5421.

December 21, 2022
December 28, 2022
January 4, 2023
Minden Press-Herald

GPM Southeast,

LLC d/b/a Dixie Mart
#7290 is applying to
the Office of Alcohol &
Tobacco Control of the
State of Louisiana for
a permit to sell bever-
ages of low alcohol
content at retail in the
Parish of Webster at
the following address:

800 Lewisville Road,
Minden, LA 71055
GPM Southeast, LLC
Dixie Mart #7290
Member: GPM
Investments, LLC
Corporate Officers:
Arie Kotler, CEO, Eyal
Nuchamovitz, EVP,
Donald Bassell, CFO

December 21, 2022
December 28, 2022
Minden Press-Herald

GPM Southeast,

LLC d/b/a Dixie Mart
#7292 is applying to
the Office of Alcohol &
Tobacco Control of the
State of Louisiana for
a permit to sell bever-
ages of low alcohol
content at retail in the
Parish of Webster at
the following address:

982 Highway 531,
Minden, LA 71055
GPM Southeast, LLC
Dixie Mart #7292
Member: GPM
Investments, LLC
Corporate Officers:
Arie Kotler, CEO, Eyal
Nuchamovitz, EVP,
Donald Bassell, CFO

December 21, 2022
December 28, 2022
Minden Press-Herald

GPM Southeast,

LLC d/b/a Dixie Mart
#7293 is applying to
the Office of Alcohol &
Tobacco Control of the
State of Louisiana for
a permit to sell bever-
ages of low alcohol
content at retail in the
Parish of Webster at
the following address:

1403 Sibley Road,
Minden, LA 71055
GPM Southeast, LLC
Dixie Mart #7293
Member: GPM
Investments, LLC
Corporate Officers:
Arie Kotler, CEO, Eyal
Nuchamovitz, EVP,
Donald Bassell, CFO

December 21, 2022
December 28, 2022
Minden Press-Herald

GPM Southeast,

LLC d/b/a Dixie Mart
#7294 is applying to
the Office of Alcohol &
Tobacco Control of the
State of Louisiana for
a permit to sell bever-
ages of low alcohol

content at retail in the
Parish of Webster at
the following address:

917 Homer Road,
Minden, LA 71055
GPM Southeast, LLC
Dixie Mart #7294
Member: GPM
Investments, LLC
Corporate Officers:
Arie Kotler, CEO, Eyal
Nuchamovitz, EVP,
Donald Bassell, CFO

December 21, 2022
December 28, 2022
Minden Press-Herald

EMPLOYMENT

The Town of
Cotton Valley
has a Part-
Time (32 hrs/
wk) position
open in Public
Works. Must
have water and
sewer knowl-
edge including
but not limited
to repair leaks,
read meters,
fill potholes,
mowing, and
operate small
equipment.
Applications
are available
at Town Hall,
478 Resident
St Cotton Valley
LA 318-832-
4283.

Delivery Drivers
Needed
New Higher Pay
Scale !

Bill & Ralph’s
Inc.

118 B & R Drive,
Sarepta, La.
71071
Accepting Ap-
plications For
Delivery Route
Drivers with
a CDL(Class A)
Drivers License.
Free Medical
Insurance for
Driver,
Family Medical
Insurance avail-
able.
Dental and 401K
Benefits,
Hourly plus
Incentive Pay,
Yearly Safety
Bonus Pay,
Monthly Safety/
Performance
Pay.
Apply at Bill &
Ralph’s
Contact Mickey
Hodges at
(318)539-2071
mickey.hodg-
es@billandral-
phs.com

Box Truck
Delivery Driver
New Higher Pay

Scale !
Bill & Ralph’s
Inc.

118 B & R Drive,
Sarepta, La.
71071
Accepting Ap-
plications For
Box Truck Deliv-
ery Driver
Must have at
least a Class D
License.
Training for
CDL-A will be
available,
if interested, but
not mandatory.
Free Medical
Insurance for
Driver,
Family Medical
Insurance avail-
able.
Dental and 401K
Benefits,
Hourly plus
Incentive Pay,
Yearly Safety
Bonus Pay,
Monthly Safety/
Performance
Pay.
Apply at Bill &
Ralph’s
Contact Mickey
Hodges at
(318)539-2071
mickey.hodg-
es@billandral-
phs.com

RENTAL
3 bedroom/2
bath mobile
home for rent.
$650/month plus
$300 deposit.
Call (318) 658-
3791

VILLAGE OF HEFLIN

BUDGET

ADOPTING THE BUDGET FOR THE VILLAGE OF HEFLIN,

LOUISIANA

FOR THE CALENDER YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2023

BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Alderman of the Village of He-
flin, Parish of Webster, State of Louisiana that the budget for the
calendar year beginning January 1, 2023 and ending December
31, 2023 be and it is hereby adopted as follows:

SECTION 1.

TOTAL GENERAL FUND REVENUE

General Fund Expenditures:
Sub — Total General Funds Expenditures

Sub — Total Police Department Expense

TOTAL GENERAL FUND EXPENDITURES

SECTION II.

WATER REVENUE & OPERATING FUND
TOTAL R/O REVENUE

TOTAL R/O EXPENDITURES

SECTION IIL.

$119,873.03

$69,300.00
$15,000.00

$84,300.00

$57,997.24

$58,138.00

This operating budget will be effective on. JANUARY 1, 2023
This operating budget was introduced on. NOVEMBER 10, 2022
This operating budget was read and considered on DECEMBER
8, 2022 at an open regular session of the Board of Aldermen.
Upon a motion made by RALPH JAMES, seconded by MATT
AUSTIN. the following vote was taken at an open regular session

DECEMBER 8, 2022

YEAS: 2

NAYS: 0
Absent: 1
Abstain: 0

December 21, 2022

Minden Press-Herald

Attorney
Robins Roach
Law Firm, LLC has
opened its doors as
a general practice
in Baton Rouge,
Louisiana. As
experts in Louisiana
law, we are here to
serve. The Robins
Roach Law Firm
offers a wide variety
of legal services
to both individuals
and businesses of
all types. Contact
Charcie Robins
Roach to schedule
your confidential
consultation today
at 1-225-614-2837
or email us at
robinsroachlaw-
firm@gmail.com
(LA-SCAN)

PROBLEM CREDIT
REPORT? Lex-
ington Law helps
works to chal-
lenge inaccurate
negative items
including identity
theft, collections,
late payments,
liens and more
from your credit
report. Call for a
free credit repair
consultation: 1-888-
521-0958 John C.
Heath, Attorney at
Law, PLLC, dba
Lexington Law Firm.
(LA-SCAN)

Farm Equipment
Earn $5,000+ Every
Year From Hunting

Leases Upfront
payments from our
hunters Reduce risk
with FREE liability

insurance Call for
a quote today
1-888-871-1982
(LA-SCAN)

Finances
Over $10K in Debt?
Be debt free in 24 to

48 months. No up-
front fees to enroll.
A+ BBB rated. Call
National Debt Relief
1-844-932-4168.
(LA-SCAN)

SAVE YOUR
HOME! Are you
behind paying your
MORTGAGE?
Denied a Loan
Modification? Is
the bank threaten-
ing foreclosure?
CALL Homeowner’s
Relief Line! FREE
CONSULTATION
1-877-760-3072
(LA-SCAN)

The COVID crisis
has cost us all
something. Many
have lost jobs and
financial security.
Have $10K In Debt?
Credit Cards. Medi-
cal Bills. Car Loans.
Call NATIONAL
DEBT RELIEF!
We can help! Get
a FREE debt relief
quote: Call 1-844-
488-4687 (LA-
SCAN)

Health and
Wellness
ATTENTION OXY-
GEN THERAPY
USERS! Inogen
One G4 is capable
of full 24/7 oxygen
delivery. Only 2.8
pounds. FREE
information kit. Call
1-855-874-9438.
(LA-SCAN)

Attention: Oxygen
Users! Gain free-
dom with a Portable
Oxygen Concentra-
tor! No more heavy
tanks and refills!
Guaranteed Lowest
Prices! Call the Ox-
ygen Concentrator
Store: 1-855-382-

4168 (LA-SCAN)

MobileHelp,
America’s Premier
Mobile Medical
Alert System.
Whether You're
Home or Away. For
Safety and Peace
of Mind. No Long
Term Contracts!
Free Brochure! Call
Today! 1-855-411-
0949 (LA-SCAN)

Portable Oxygen
Concentrator May
Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim
independence and
mobility with the
compact design and
long-lasting battery
of Inogen One. Free
information kit! Call
1-855-636-1667
(LA-SCAN)

Safe Step. North
America’s #1 Walk-
In Tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime
warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation
and service. Now
featuring our FREE
shower package
and $1600 Off for
a limited time! Call
today! Financing
available. Call Safe
Step 1-844-699-
5801 (LA-SCAN)

Stroke and Cardio-
vascular disease
are leading causes
of death, accord-
ing to the American
Heart Association.
Screenings can
provide peace
of mind or early
detection! Contact
Life Line Screening
to schedule your
screening. Special
offer - 5 screenings
for just $149. Call
1-866-470-1458
(LA-SCAN)

Home and Garden
Eliminate gutter
cleaning forever

with LeafFilter, the
most advanced
debris-blocking
gutter protection.

Schedule a FREE
LeafFilter estimate
today. Call 1-866-
846-0785 (LA-
SCAN)

Home
Improvement
BATHROOM REN-
OVATIONS. EASY,
ONE DAY updates!
We specialize in
safe bathing. Beau-
tiful new walk-in
showers with no slip
flooring. Also, grab
bars and seated
showers available.
Call for a free in-
home consultation:
1-855-238-1870
(LA-SCAN)

Prepare for power
outages today with
a GENERAC home
standby generator

$0 Money Down
+ Low Monthly

Payment Options

Request a FREE
Quote Call now be-
fore the next power
outage: 1-844-335-

2962 (LA-SCAN)

The bathroom of
your dreams for as
little as $149 per
month! BCI Bath
& Shower. Many
options available.
Quality materi-
als & professional
installation. Senior
& Military Discounts
Available. Limited
Time Offer - FREE
virtual in-home con-
sultation now and
SAVE 15%! Call
Today! 1-866-806-

5009 (LA-SCAN)

The Generac
PWRcell, a solar
plus battery stor-

age system. SAVE
money, reduce your
reliance on the grid,
prepare for power
outages and power
your home. Full
installation services
available. $0 Down
Financing Option.
Request a FREE,
no obligation, quote
today. Call
1-888-885-0098
(LA-SCAN)

UPDATE YOUR
HOME with Beauti-
ful New Blinds &
Shades. FREE
in-home estimates
make it conve-
nient to shop from
home. Professional
installation. Top
quality - Made in the
USA. Call for free
consultation: 1-844-
539-0570. Ask
about our specials.
(LA-SCAN)

Vivint Smart
security. Profession-
ally installed. One
connected system
for total peace of
mind. FREE profes-
sional installation!
Four FREE months
of monitoring! Call
now to custom-
ize your system.
1-844-919-0143
(LA-SCAN)

Home Services
$59.99 per month
Directv Special.
155+ Channels,
HBO for 12 months
and 3 months of
Premium Movie
Channels! Whole
Home GENIE HD
DVR! Call Now!
1-888-498-4312
(LA-SCAN)

BEST SATELLITE
TV with 2 Year
Price Guarantee!
$59.99 per month
with 190 channels
and 3 months free
premium movie
channels! Free next
day installation! Call
1-844-284-8095
(LA-SCAN)

DirecTV Satellite TV
Service Starting at
$74.99/month! Free
Installation! 160+
channels available.
Call Now to Get
the Most Sports &
Entertainment on
TV! 1-844-592-1499
(LA-SCAN)

Directv Stream -
The Best of Live
& On-Demand On
All Your Favorite
Screens. CHOICE
Package, $84.99
per month for 12
months. Stream on
20 devices at once
in your home. HBO
Max FREE for 1
year (w/CHOICE
Package or higher.)
Call for more details
today! (some re-
strictions apply) Call
IVS 1-833-317-1353
(LA-SCAN)

DIRECTV - Switch
and Save! $39.99
per month. Select
All-Included Pack-
age. 155 Channels.
1000s of Shows/
Movies On De-
mand. FREE Genie
HD DVR Upgrade.
Premium movie
channels, FREE
for 3 months! Call
1-866-734-0452
(LA-SCAN)
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Bossier Press-Tribune

BPT

Where Local Business Gets Done.

Licensed & Insured Arhorists

THE

Tree

Minden, LA

Jon Conway & Kevin Crawford
601 Howell St. ® Minden, LA 71055
Jon (318) 517-3069

Kevin (318) 780-0765

jon.thetreeguys@gmail.com « Like Us on Facebook @thetreeguys18

BLJJ ROOFING
LARRY BURRELL»*ff’D/WNEli/

501-350-2393
/G%alLiabiliw&

- Member of Better

| Memb\epo}@ﬁar/nb fCom

mDIXIE OVERLAND
CONSTRUCTION

Locally Owned
& Operated

kmens Comp
iness Bur,

WE OFFER COMPETITIVE PAY 401K
WITH COMPANY MATCH HEALTH INSURANCE

+ LABORERS + PIPELAYERS
+ GARPENTERS « EQUIPMENT OPERATORS

on Job Training!

318-377-5008

KIRKS TOWING & RECOVERY

“YOU CALL, WE HAUL!”

POP A LOCK AVAILABLE

354 Penal Farm Road
Sibley, LA71073

318-779-4391

TYRONE KIRKWOOD
OWNER

Your Local One Stop Home Improvement Contractor
* Licensed and Insured ¢
For a FREE estimate, just give us a call!

BHuity Bruitt
318-225-0817 318-286-1662

*F find us on facehook @pruitthomerenovations

Your
Ad
Here

Call
377-1866

I |oc

MITCHELL

> Asphalt& Concrete Paving
> Dirt Work & Hauling
> Demolition

Contact Ket

)
O

SOUTHERN PRO
GUTTERS, LLC

- Seamless Gutter Systems y

- Leaf Guard Protection

- Gutter Cleaning Services

- Repair Work

- We Offer a Wide Variety of |
Colors to Complement Your Hom

L A38210/7z 21198,

FREE
Estimate

|

HERCUL

AG & OUTDOO
Needing a full charge

BOOKKEEPER.

Begin part time, pay will
depend on experience.
(318) 422-4407 or

(318) 377-9481
WE'RE HIRING

N\

5= {
o

~7
\

\
\

’ ///\\o

MAYFIELD

-, \PLUMBING COMPANY

327 Dennis Dr. « Minden, LA
318-371-0228 Matt Mayfield - Owner

Locally Owned & Operated

SPEER

ROOFING

& Construction, LLC

Serving Minden
and surrounding
areas since 2004!

Free Estimates
Phone (318) 311-0008

owner Daniel Speer

“Come Ride With Ug”

Webeter Parich Police Jury
Office of Community Services

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

Medical appointments,
work, shopping, banking or
3 |visiting. From Springhill to
reveport and all points in
2" between we will get you
there with dependable,

courteous services.

For information or to echedule a ride
3(8-877-7022 - Minden Month ly
318-539-5696 -Springhil Bue Paccee
Handicap & wheelchair accessible o
Equal opportunity employee/services AUallab Ie

Mobile Powerwash,
%% ®- Service.®

“CLEAN YOUR HOME
G"W"'H POWER"”

e Houses ® Mobile Homes
Driveways = Pool Decks, etc.
/ (

Experience You Can Trust

7 Certified Licensed Instructors
Elizabeth M.Hollingsworth, Owner, Third Party Teste

Chateau
Normandy ﬁx@

A Lty Somoltiing g0 Ev [

G T

1,2 &3 Bedrooms  Laundry Room - Sparkling Pool - Sanded Playground
Basketball Court « Picnic Area with Grills - Surveillance Cameras
On-Call Management and Courtesy Officer

1401 Lewisville Road Minden, LA « 377-7744

Mondav-Fridav 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

209 Pine!Street | MindenYLA171055/{ 318-299-3853 7

Tired of
Market LOSS?

0 U I‘ Robert Shemwell
CEO

Office: 318-639-9156

robertshemwell@yahoo.com

www.shemwellfinancial.com

Shemwel

FINANCIAL

Have you been thinking about

DIGITAL MARKETING?

Let us take the
guessworlk out of it
with:

DiGiTaL Aps
Lanping PacGes
Sares FunneLs

ReTarGeTING

inden
=0

!
4
)} /

7 A AEL /
YourAd |

Two Newspapers |
Two Wehsites |
All Business

Scan the QR Code to get started

inden [=] =l
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i



	12212022MPHPage01
	12212022MPHPage02
	12212022MPHPage03
	12212022MPHPage04
	MPH Sports page 5 122122
	MPH Sports page 6 122122
	12212022MPHPage07
	12212022MPHpage8
	12212022MPHPage9
	12212022MPHpage10

