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New year, new mayor, new city council

WILL PHILLIPS
Minden Press-Herald

Nick Cox was officially sworn
in as mayor of the City of Min-
den on Thursday evening. Cox
took some time to let the citi-
zens of Minden know what is on
his mind during these first few
days of office and what we can
expect moving forward.

Since winning the election,
Cox has been shadowing In-
terim Mayor Tommy Davis in
order to make sure that Cox’s
transition into the seat of mayor
is a smooth one, and he will be
equipped to take the reins as
soon as possible.

“I've been working at City
Hall for about two months since

First meeting

Due to early press dead-

lines, coverage of the Min-

den City Council is available

online..
press-herald.com

winning the election. City Hall
has a lot of employees, and I've
done my best to become famil-
iar with them and figure out the
hierarchy.

“Tommy Davis has done an
amazing job during his time
in office. Not only has he been
great as an interim mayor, but
has also been good for our fu-
ture by allowing me to shadow
him, keeping me in the loop,

showing me how the backend
operates, and really just getting
me ahead of the curve for when

I officially take office.
“I've been able to pick his
brain about anything that

comes to mind, and he is an
open book. It's good for me and
great for the people of Minden,’
said Cox.

While developing working
relationships among city em-
ployees is important, Cox also
discussed the importance of
reaching out further to other lo-
cal organizations and commu-
nity leaders.

“I can’t stop there, so I'm
spending more time next year

See, COX, Page 10
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Minden Mayor Nick Cox is sworn into office by City Judge Sherb

Sentell.

UTILITIES

Entergy to
spend $9.6
billion
on grid
upgrades

(The Center Square)
— Entergy Louisiana is
proposing a 10-year, $9.6
billion plan to harden the
electrical grid in Louisi-
ana, and is seeking ap-
proval for the first five
years from the Louisiana
Public Service Commis-
sion.

Entergy filed a Phase
I Entergy Future Ready
resilience plan with the
commission on Monday
to propose “a comprehen-
sive set of grid-hardening
investments for the Com-
mission to consider along
with enhanced vegetation
management and alter-
native technologies,” ac-
cording to an Entergy an-
nouncement.

The company contends
it used a data-driven ap-
proach to evaluate thou-
sands of potential storm
scenarios to identify proj-
ects with the biggest im-
pact for customers at the
“lowest reasonable cost.”

“In its totality, the re-
silience projects are es-
timated to cost approxi-
mately $9.6 billion over
10 years,” the announce-
ment read. “It calls for
9,600 distribution and
transmission projects that
would strengthen more
than 269,000 structures
over 11,000 miles of pow-
er lines.”

The plan includes two
five-year phases between
2024 and 2033, and the
company is working to
secure federal grants and
funding to mitigate the
costs to customers.

Entergy is seeking ap-
proval from the PSC for
the first, five-year phase,
which includes about
$5 billion in projects the
company expects to re-
duce customer interrup-
tions by more than 34 bil-
lion minutes over the next
five decades.

“Louisiana has a chance
to lead the way in terms
of energy, resilience and
sustainability, but we
must be ready and that’s
exactly what this plan in-
tends to do,” said Phillip
May, Entergy Louisiana
president and CEO.
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As we fully embrace 2023, the
Minden Press-Herald shares
some of the top stories of the
past year. While far from a com-
prehensive list, these are some
of the best, as chosen by our
news team.

MINDEN GETS TO WORK
PLANNING FOR INCREASED
TOURISM AFTER HGTV
PREMIERE

As many know by now, HGTV
came to the City of Minden re-
cently to film some of their up-
coming season of Hometown
Kickstart. Other than the direct
benefits of having locales in
Minden spruced up, after the
episode featuring Minden airs, it
is reasonable to assume that the
amount of tourists the city draws
will significantly increase.

WEBSTER SCHOOLS SUFFERING
FROM OMICRON OUTBREAKS

Many schools in Webster
Parish are currently impacted
by absences due to the CO-
VID pandemic. At this month'’s
school board meeting, Assistant
Superintendent Kevin Washing-
ton listed the class closings at
schools in the parish.

LEMOINE CROWNED MISS
MINDEN 2022

This past weekend the 2022
Miss Minden pageant took place
when eight young women com-
peted in a variety of categories to
determine who would best rep-
resent our town with the titles of
Miss Minden, Miss Spirit of Fas-
ching, and Outstanding Teen.

After a night of fierce competi-
tion, the judges for the pageant
ultimately made the decision
to crown Anna Claire Lemoine
as Miss Minden 2022. “It was
honestly insane. I started out in
the Miss Minden organization
as a teen, and just being able to
come back and win Miss Min-
den and be able to give back to
my community as well as en-
courage other girls to step into
the Miss America and Miss Lou-
isiana Organization is just an ab-
solutely humbling experience,’
said Lemoine.

OLIVIA BLACKWELDER
CROWNED APACHE PRINCESS
2022

Olivia Blackwelder was se-

A look back at the

- e AL

Anna Claire Lemoine is crowned Miss Minden 2022.

lected as Apache Princess 2022
for Glenbrook tonight at the
Minden Civic Center. She was
crowned by the 2021 Apache
Princess, Emma Pitman.
Twenty-two young women
competed for the opportunity to
represent their school, showing
beauty, grace, and charm.

MINDEN ST. JUDE AUCTION
RAISES $2.4 MILLION

The Minden St. Jude Auc-
tion came back bigger and bet-
ter than ever this year, raising
a whopping $2,415,317 for the
Children’s Research Auction
over the course of the event’s
four days, outpacing previous

year’s records by nearly a mil-
lion dollars.

POLICE OFFICERS RECEIVE THE
LIFE SAVING AWARD

Five Minden police officers
received the Life Saving Award
this week for rescuing a critically
injured young man.

SEVERE STORMS LEAVE MINDEN
RESIDENTS WITHOUT POWER

The storm that blew through
Texas and Louisiana Tuesday
night left fallen trees and other
damage in its wake. While the
Minden area fared better than
the Bossier area, the effects of
the storm are still visible around
town.

CHAMBER AWARDS GALA 2022
WINNERS

Each year the Greater Minden
Chamber hosts their Annual
Awards Gala. This event serves
as an opportunity for the local

year that was...

community to gather and enjoy
an evening amongst one an-
other, all while recognizing the
individuals that go above and
beyond in their efforts to better
the City of Minden.

The award winners were
Misty Robinson of Velvet Home
& Clothing for Small Business
of the Year; Dr. Earl Meador of
Northwest Louisiana Technical
Community College for Busi-
ness of the Year; Ryan O’Glee
of Minden Family Pharmacy for
Business Person of the Year; Jen-
nifer Campbell, Savannah Jones,
and Kim Sentell of Webster Par-
ish Libraries for Community
Partner of the Year; Sue Gruber
for Chamber Champion; George
French for the Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award; and, in a new cat-
egory added this year, Sherb
Sentell for Hometown Hero.

RECLAIMING HISTORY

While city workers were pre-
paring the area around the ga-
zebo in Jacqueline Park early
Tuesday morning, a thought-
to-be-lost piece of history was
found once again.

In Minden back in 1976, The
Greater Minden Chamber chose
to bury a time capsule as part of
their bicentennial celebration of
the signing of the Declaration of
Independence.

WEBSTER PARISH CONVENTION
AND VISITORS COMMISSION
ACQUIRES HISTORIC MILLER-
INABNETT PROPERTY IN
CENTRAL MINDEN

Nick Cox, Tourism Com-
missioner for Webster Parish
Convention and Visitors Com-
mission and Vice President of
the Webster Parish Police Jury,

See, REVIEW, Page 10
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Students from throughout Webster Parish were asked, as a part of Deck’d Out, to express themselves through the unique canvas of a skateboard deck. Parish Design
Co. created the event to give an avenue for younger artists to showcase their talents.

They ‘Deck’d’ the walls

Parish Design Co. hosts student art exhibit in December

WILL PHILLIPS
Minden Press-Herald

Parish Design Co. recently
hosted an event titled Deck'd
Out, which was an exhibition
featuring skateboard decks and
the art that was put upon them
by talented students through-
out Webster Parish.

“My wife Rachel and I started
Parish Design Co. as a means to
connect with young people and
creative people from all walks
of life in our parish. To embrace
the arts, to embrace culture, to
embrace locally made wares
and projects. Because of my
passion for skateboarding, and
because we have some amaz-
ing art teachers here in Webster
Parish, we decided we would
get together and have a show
around Christmas time called
‘Deck’d Out’ to celebrate what
young people can do in our par-
ish,” said Patrick Miller.

Miller, who owns and oper-
ates Parish Design Co. along-
side his wife Rachel, was the
one who got the ball rolling for
this program with the help of
other art teachers in Webster
Parish. The inspiration for the
program came from a similar
exhibition he started during his
time at Louisiana Tech Univer-
sity.

“I was a professor at Louisi-
ana Tech University for six years
as the head of graphic design.
In 2012, I started an exhibition
of skateboard decks called Deck
the Halls. Even though I left LA
Tech in 2015 to go work for Gen-
eral Dynamics over in Bossier
City, I actually saw that they've
continued the tradition, and it’s
been going on for 10 years now,’
said Miller.

His passion for skateboard-
ing continues to this day, with
Miller being on the board of a
skate park that will be opening
soon in Ruston, as well as help-
ing to facilitate fundraising to
develop it.

Miller was also quick to credit
those who helped him bring
this project to fruition, most no-
tably Kayla Martin and Jennifer
Heard.

“Arts

teachers throughout

RO o

Zoey Cox standing next to her board titled “Skate Through the Heartbreak.

the parish then helped facili-
tate students to be a part of the
program. They work with a lot
of young people who are pas-
sionate about the arts, and we
thought this was a great way to
showcase the work that they're
doing here in Webster Parish.
We're a big parish with a lot of
creative people, so it’s great to
see so many folks from every
end of the parish,” said Miller.
“We're so thankful that so many
creative minds could come to-
gether and do something fun
for young people.”

Martin, the head of the Tal-
ented Art Program for Webster
Parish Schools took some time
to share her experience with

Deck’d Out and the importance
of avenues like this to help dis-
play young talent that may get
overlooked otherwise.

“I'm within the Talented Arts
Program, which students test to
get into. It's a really great way
to showcase the kids who have
exceptional talent. I had a small
group of kids last year, and it
grew so much. There are kids
in our parish who don’t get any
recognition, unless it’s some-
thing like this, because it’s not
the sports, academics, or more
common extracurricular activi-
ties,” said Martin.

“It's been awesome to see all
the little niches that they get
into. I have no students that are

the same. It’s really cool to see
the variation of talents within
these kids, and I'm blessed to
be a part of it”

Coordinating the students
from Minden High School was
the school’s arts teacher, Jen-
nifer Heard. She spoke of her
students’ enthusiasm for being
able to participate in an event
like this and noted that when it
came to these boards, outside of
some feedback here and there,
that all the work was done by
the students themselves.

“The kids, whenever I asked
them whether they would be
interested in doing skateboard
decks, they all kind of lost their
minds. They were obviously su-

per stoked about it,” said Heard.

“It was fun seeing the kids re-
ally get into it, and push them-
selves to explore different sub-
jects. Seeing them go from a flat
piece of paper to a 3D object
like the board was a lot of fun.
We decided on what their plan
for the board was, I was hands
off completely. Everything you
see up here was completely
done 100% by the kids.”

Minden High School student
and member of the Talented
Arts Program Zoey Cox offered
her experience as a young artist
participating in the program.

“I just drew a heart at first,
but as I progressed throughout
the painting, it became more
and more deep. I didn’t have
a plan at first, but by the end
it turned out well. I labeled it
‘Skate Through the Heartbreak’
because it’s a broken heart, and
throughout the painting, I went
through it

Miller was quick to express his
thanks to an anonymous bene-
factor who covered a portion of
the costs for the program. This,
along with the costs covered by
Parish Design Co., ensured that
each student was supplied with
a deck to work on for free.

Thirty-five student artists
ended up submitting boards to
be displayed, and the success
of the program has led to Par-
ish Design Co. planning other
events to feature artists in the
future.

“We're looking at some other
options for creative endeavors,
so there’s an outlet for young
creative people in Webster Par-
ish. We really want to embrace
the arts when folks are young
because it’'s something that can
last a lifetime for them. We want
to make sure that these things
are cultivated within our com-
munity,” said Miller.

The boards that were sub-
mitted will be featured at Par-
ish Design Co., located at 727
Broadway St. in Minden. Some
of the decks are available for
purchase with a portion of the
proceeds going back toward the
arts programs the students are
involved in as well as to the stu-
dent artists themselves.
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Mendenhall
to chair radio
station group

Special to the Minden Press-Herald

Please join KOKA in
congratulating Terrell
Mendenhall on being
elected 2023-2024 Chair-
man of KOKA NATION.

Chairman Mendenhall
is from Springhill, Loui-
siana, in
Webster
Parish. He
is President
of Citi-
zen About
Progress in
the parish
and a Com-
munity De-
velopment
Coordinator for CDAC.
Mendenhall graduated
from Grambling State
University, where he is an
active alum.

“KOKA Nation is a sup-
port group for the station;
they are more like boost-
ers,” said Pastor CeJay,
Director. 1 look forward
to working with the new
Chairman as he’s served
on the committee for the
last two years represent-
ing listeners in Webster
Parish and has been lis-
tening to the station for
30+ years.”

To join KOKA Nation,
go to www.koka.am.

MENDENHALL

Branson
show coming
to Springhill

Jan.7

Piney Woods Jambo-
ree will be hosting the
Melody Hart Family &
Friends Branson Show at
the Frank Anthony Com-
munity Activity Center in
Springhill on January 7,
2023.

Melody Hart Family &
Friends regularly perform
high-energy classic coun-
try music in Branson,
Missouri. Hart has been
awarded Fiddle Player of
the Year three times and
is the reigning Female
Vocalist of the Year for
the Branson Terry Music
Awards. Her husband,
Wayne Massengale, has
won awards for his fiddle
playing ten times in Bran-
son.

Together with their
sons, this family has been
putting on entertaining
shows in different ven-
ues for many years. One
of Hart’s favorite songs to
perform is “Lord I Hope
This Day is Good” by Don
Williams because per-
forming that song is what
brought them together as
a family band.

“We do that as a fam-
ily because that's one
of the first songs we sat
down and realized what
we had as a family,” said
Hart. “We had a family
band. This song really just
opened up my eyes and
made me realize we have
a family band right here”

Piney Woods Jamboree
invites you to come out
and enjoy the music and
entertainment. The show
begins at 7 p.m. and ends
at 10 p.m. Tickets run be-
tween $15 and $25. For
more information, you
can email Piney Woods
Jamboree at pineywood-
sjamboree@gmail.com or
call 318-423-3710.

COURTESY PHOTO

Christmas Donation

Citizens About Progress after school tutoring Christmas party turned out great
on December 14th. Sparklight blessed the inspiring organization with a dona-
tion of $5000. A sincere thank you goes out to Sparklight for believing in the
value of a good education for all students. To everyone who came out to sup-
port this great celebration we thank you. Plans will not work unless we all do.

Ardoin bans Tik Tok on
Department of State devices

BATON ROUGE, La.
— Louisiana Secretary
of State Kyle Ardoin an-
nounced today that he
was banning TikTok on
all Department of State-
issued devices, and called
on Governor John Bel Ed-
wards to follow the lead of
the governors of Alabama,
North Dakota, South Da-
kota, Iowa, Maryland,
Texas, Utah and Virginia
by banning its use on all
state government-issued
devices.

In a letter sent to Gover-
nor Edwards today, Secre-
tary Ardoin said: “As Sec-
retary of State, I have the
serious responsibility of
protecting voters’ person-
ally identifiable informa-
tion, which is why I have
taken the step of banning
the use of TikTok on all de-
vices owned or leased by
my agency. I wholeheart-
edly believe that doing so
on a statewide level would
protect our data and reaf-
firm our commitment to

privacy protections for
our constituents. There-
fore, I urge you to issue a
directive banning the use
of TikTok on our state gov-
ernment’s devices with
immediate effect.”

This move follows a vote
by unanimous consent by
the United States Senate
to ban TikTok on US gov-
ernment devices, stem-
ming from concerns over
its data collection and ties
to the Chinese Commu-
nist Party.

COURTESY PHOTO

The Dorcheat Soil and Water Conservation District’s named Chris Saucier Con-
servation Farmer of the Year.

Saucier named Farmer of the Year

Special to the Minden Press-Herald

The Dorcheat Soil and
Water Conservation
District’s Conservation
Farmer of the Year is
Chris Saucier.

Chris’ love for agricul-
ture began as a college
student in Stephensville,
Texas. He worked on a
4600 acre cow/calf op-
eration ranch during his
time there. He learned
about hard work and
gained an appreciation
of the land and environ-
ment.

He began a career with
afinancial institutionasa
loan officer and soon re-
alized he was not cut out
for staying indoors. His
best friend Elliot Brown'’s
father Larry Brown pur-

chased a Chrysler deal-
ership in Minden and
Chris followed his friend
to the dealership in 2006
where he is employed.

Chris is married with
two children, wife Jana,
son Tucker and daughter
Tatum. Chris’s father-in-
law, Jim Ezell has taught
him about forages,
chemicals and hay pro-
duction.

Chris has three tracts
ofland leased in Webster
parish where he produc-
es hay and has commer-
cial herds of cattle. Being
around other cattlemen
such as Loyd Dodson,
Stephen Eubanks, Al
Faulk and Lee Faulk he
was introduced to NRCS.
Give’em a call, see what
they can help you with.
Well, he did in 2018 and

began a relationship
with the staff at the Min-
den Field Office. Since
2018 Chris has com-
pleted one contract, has
an active contract and a
new application for more
conservation practices to
install. NRCS has assist-
ed him with establishing
legumes, fences, herba-
ceous weed treatment,
heavy use areas and live-
stock pipelines. All of
these livestock practices
improve water quality,
improve livestock health
and reduce erosion.

Chris told me this Bible
Verse from Proverbs 20:4
that keeps him inspired
and motivated.

“IF YOU ARE TOO
LAZY TO PLOW, DON'T
EXPECT A HARVEST”

OBITUARIES

Sherrelene Adkins Smith

Funeral services for Sherrelene

Adkins Smith, 79, of Sibley, LA will
be held at 11:00 a.m. Thursday,
December 29, 2022 in the Bailey
Funeral Chapel with Bro. Tracy
Winget and Bro. Ray Anderson of-
ficiating. Interment will be in Old
Town Cemetery under the direction
of Bailey Funeral Home of Haynes-
ville, LA

Visitation will be 10:00 a.m. un-

til 11:00 a.m. Thursday, December
29, 2022 at Bailey Funeral Home in

Haynesville, LA

Sherrelene was born December 31, 1942 in Vanda-

lia, IL and passed away Monday, December 26, 2022 at

Minden Medical Center.

She was a member of the Minden Church of Christ
and a former employee of the Minden and Shreveport
Libraries. Sherrelene will be remembered as a loving
daughter, wife, mother, and grandmother.

Survivors include her husband, James E. Smith of
Sibley, LA, one daughter, Tanya Larson and husband
Kyle of Belton, TX, one brother, Richard Dale Adkins
and wife Margaret of Austin, TX, two granddaughters,
Mallory Larson and Shelby Larson and numerous niec-
es and nephews that she loved like her own children.

She was preceded in death by her parents Denzil
Maurice Adkns and Doris Crye Adkins and a sister,

Cynthia Hollis.

Please visit www.baileyfuneralhome.net to sign the

online register book.
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Study: Louisiana
ranked #2 in safe
digital practices

STAFF REPORT
Minden Press-Herald

A recent study by
Secure Data Recovery
found that Louisiana is
one of the most digitally
safe states in the United
States. Secure Data Re-
covery polled 2,335 peo-
ple across all 50 states
on their cyber practices
to see which states were
most vulnerable to digi-
tal threats.

Louisiana was rated
the second most secure
state for several reasons.
Louisiana residents are
more likely (62%) to
keep two extra copies
of their data locally, and
70% keep cloud backups
These are both 3rd high-
est nationally. Only 29%
of Louisiana residents
list personal informa-
tion such as their email,
phone number, or ad-
dress on social media.
And a whopping 77% of
Louisiana residents use
anti-virus software and
76% use multi-factor
authentication.

According to the re-
port, the top five things
that Americans do that
put themselves at risk
are not using auto-gen-
erated passwords (79%),
not using multi-factor
authentication when-

ever possible (78%),
not keeping a copy
of important data on
cloud (61%), not check-
ing permissions when
downloading a new app
(60%), and using free

Wi-Fi and unsecured
networks in  public
(57%).

The top five things
that Americans do to
keep themselves safe
digitally are keeping
their phone numbers,
home addresses, and

email addresses off
social media (71%),
avoiding clicking on

suspicious links, ads, or
attachments (66%), us-
ing anti-virus software
(68%), wusing unique
passwords for each ac-
count (57%), and keep-
ing two or more copies
of important data local-
ly (54%).

The top three most
secure states are Ken-
tucky, Louisiana, and
New Jersey. The top
three least secure states
are New York, Nebraska,
and Oregon.

Americans spend a
lot of time online nowa-
days. Keep these prac-
tices in mind as you surf
the internet, and keep
your information se-
cure.

Enrollment down 14%
at community colleges

(The Center Square)
— Enrollment in the
Louisiana Community
and Technical College
System declined to the
lowest level in 14 years,
while state appropria-
tions increased to a de-
cade-high peak in 2022,
according to the Louisi-
ana Legislative Auditor.

LLA Mike Wagues-
pack issued an audit re-
port for the communiti
college system last wee
that evaluates the sys-
tem’s finances and ac-
countability over public
funds.

“Based on a five-year
analysis, although the
System’s enrollment has
declined 14%, total rev-
enues have increased
$150.2 million (29%),
according to the re-
port’s highlights. “Fed-
eral Revenues increased
$134.8 million, mainly
due to COVID-19 Fed-
eral Funding and Other
Revenues increased by
$9.2 million, mainly due
to increases in capital
grants and gifts.”

The data shows the
system’s fall enrollment
for fiscal year 2022 was
52,282, down 322 from
fiscal year 2021 and
nearly 23,000 fewer stu-
dents than a peak of
75,167 a decade ago.
The last time enrollment

was comparable to fiscal
year 2022 was in 2008,
when enrollment was
52,405, according to the
report.

The system’s state ap-
propriations was $151
million in FY 2022, up
$29 million from the
year prior and the high-
est level in a decade.
Net revenue from tu-
ition and fees, mean-
while, declined by $1
million from FY 2021 to
$106 million in FY 2022.
Those revenues had
been above $110 million
since 2014 and hit a peak
of $123 million in FY
2019, before declining
during the pandemic.

“The System’s net po-
sition overall increased
from negative $65.2 mil-
lion (restated) to posi-
tive $33.5 million from
July 1, 2021, to June 30,
2022, according to the
report.

The change was due to
a variety of reasons, in-
cluding a $23 million net
increase in current cash
tied to federal funding,
$18.2 million increase
in net position for the
LCTCS Facilities Corpo-
rations, a $241 million
decrease in net pension
liability and $169 mil-
lion in deferred outflows
and inflows related to
pensions.

Successions

Wills

Warren Law LLC

Call for a free information packet.

219 Main Street
Minden, La
318-377-8150

Happy B irthday!

1/4 Virgie Hawkins Toliver
' 1/7 Delbert Pete Grigsby
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OPINION

Prioritize human connection in the new year

We live in a crazy world
where we get into heated de-
bates with strangers on the in-
ternet and show we like stuff
by pressing tiny digital hearts.
Who came up with this weird-
ness? And as we have more and
more digital interactions, the
data shows we’re losing actual
human connection. A report
by Harvard suggests that about
36% of Americans (including
51% of mothers with small chil-
dren and 61% of young adults)
experience “serious loneli-
ness.’1

And even though we tend
to see independence as a
strength, the stress of discon-
nection contributes to a ton
of issues, including substance
abuse, anxiety, depression and
heart disease.2 Those are some
pretty high stakes—which is
why we need to do what we
can to change those statistics.
Here’s what we all need to
know about human connec-
tion and how to achieve it.

What Is Human
Connection?

Human connection is what
happens when two or more
people choose to engage in
vulnerable interactions where
each person is heard, seen,
known and valued. You're con-
necting with others if you feel
better about yourself, or the
world, after you've been with
them. At the same time, con-
nection is a risk because peo-
ple may accept you, challenge
you, love you, or call you out.

For your closest relation-
ships, connection is being fully
known and fully loved. Sadly,
most of us believe we have to
choose between being known
and loved. We hide and edit
parts of ourselves that have
gotten us hurt before. We live
in the shallow end of our re-
lationships, afraid to go deep
because of the potential conse-
quences.

But real connection is like
scuba diving. You can’t stay on
the surface if you want to have
rich and meaningful relation-
ships.

What Human Connection
Isn’t

Close and intimate rela-
tionships might sound like
rainbows and butterflies, but
they’re actually super messy.
Sooner or later, you're going to
screw them up. You're going to
be disappointed. But a messy
relationship doesn’t always
mean you're doing something
wrong.

Human connection isn’t dig-

ital. Snap-
chat, Tik-
Tok, Twitter,
Instagram,
Facebook
and any
other plat-
form I'm
not cool

DR. JOHN enough to
DELONY know about
do not fos-

ter human connection. They
can act as a starting point or
provide information updates,
but they don'’t offer the depth
and excitement of true connec-
tion.

Human connection is not
proximity, either. You can be
close to someone physically
but not be connected to them.
If you're married, you know
what it’s like to be in the middle
of a fight or struggling to get on
the same page: That six-inch
space between you in bed can
feel like 1,000 miles. Connec-
tion needs proximity, but prox-
imity does not guarantee con-
nection.

How to Find Real Human
Connection

Learning to connect with
people is a lifelong adventure.
It’s going to look different for
everyone, but here are a few
practices to help steer you in
the right direction:

Put your screens down

Technology is often coun-
terproductive to connection.
As much as possible, choose
movement and/or conversa-
tion with people over screen
time. A new rule in my home is
this: When someone speaks, all
phones go down and all eyes go
to the person. I want everyone
in my home to feel more valu-
able than a flashy metal box.

Schedule time with
people

Quality time comes from
quantity time. If you want con-
nection, make time for it. Turn
off Netflix and call a buddy to
invite them over. Stop spend-
ing your nights and weekends
checking in on work, and have
dinner out together or take
your kids to a park. Make time
for people.

Look people in the eye

This one seems pretty basic,
but it makes an incredible dif-
ference in how connected you
feel to someone. Eye contact is
a simple and powerful way to
create connection. And while
you're looking people in the
eye, put down your screens
and take out your headphones
or earbuds. Physically demon-
strate that you're connected.

Ask questions, then listen

When people are talking to
you, pay attention. Listen. Fo-
cus on what they're saying.
Ask follow-up questions. Dig
deeper. Show people you care
by practicing the art of conver-
sation.

Be generous with
forgiveness and grace

Relationships are risky, and
they are messy. We live in a
cancel culture that is constant-
ly putting people on trial, scru-
tinizing their every move, and
giving them death sentences
for their first offense. Be dif-
ferent. Forgive. Be hospitable.

Extend grace, compassion and
forgiveness to people, just like
you'd want someone to do for
you. Redemption is the best
part of every good story.

Find groups that matter
to you and be an involved
member

Connection  should first
happen in our most intimate
circles with friends and fam-
ily. But eventually, we should
all consider how we can be an
engaged member of the larger
community around us. From
church to school to nonprof-
its to local politics, follow the
thread of interest that con-
nects you to a group of people
you care about. Be present. Be
engaged. Let your walls down.
Remember, connection is a
choice. Proximity alone won't
do the trick.

If you remember nothing
else from this article, please
hear me on this: You are worthy
of having deep, life-giving rela-
tionships. I'm talking about the
kind of relationships that keep
you up past midnight in deep
discussion, make you laugh so
hard you pee your pants, and
push you to take risks and grow
and change. Do whatever it
takes to be well and learn new
skills. Do what it takes to heal.
If that means forgiving people,
do it. If it means forgiving your-
self, do it. If it means working
with a therapist, do it.

You deserve to be happy,
healthy and whole. And there’s
no better time to make this
happen than right now.

DR. JOHN DELONY IS A MENTAL HEALTH
EXPERT WITH PHDS IN COUNSELOR
EDUCATION & SUPERVISION AND HIGHER
EDUCATION ADMINISTRATION FROM TEXAS
TECH UNIVERSITY. PRIOR TO JOINING
RAMSEY SOLUTIONS IN 2020, JOHN WORKED
AS A SENIOR LEADER, PROFESSOR AND
RESEARCHER AT MULTIPLE UNIVERSITIES.
HE ALSO SPENT TWO DECADES IN CRISIS
RESPONSE, WALKING WITH PEOPLE
THROUGH SEVERE TRAUMA. NOW AS A
RAMSEY PERSONALITY, HE TEACHES ON
RELATIONSHIPS AND EMOTIONAL WELLNESS.
FOLLOW JOHN ON TWITTER, INSTAGRAM,
FACEBOOK AND YOUTUBE OR ONLINE AT
WWW_JOHNDELONY.COM.

KEEP THIS IN MIND

Here are some books you may never have
heard of, but should read anyway

Have you ever
walked into Barnes
& Noble, with every
intention of buying
a business or per-
sonal development
book, only to be
overwhelmed by the
choices? Me too.

The crazy thing

about traditional
book stores, they DAVID
rarely carry inde- SPECHT

pendently published
books, so you are seeing just

well.

a small
sample of what is available. If you try to
search Amazon, the overwhelmed feeling
returns, exponentially in most cases.

YYPF

There are so many amazing books that
can really move you (and your business)
forward. I wanted to share these with you
(See the image to the right).

To make things even easier, I have cre-
ated a public Amazon list with those very
books, so all you have to do is click and
check out. These books are great gifts as

As a matter of full disclosure, I person-
ally know each and every author listed.
However, I am receiving no affiliate or
other compensation for these recommen-
dations. If I didn’t believe these were ex-
cellent books, I would not be listing them.

Here is the url to the list: https://www.
amazon.com/hz/wishlist/1s/E4XV8R3I-

What If It

Shifts

MILLIONAIRE

BOOKS

‘You may not know about
Available On Amazon!

FREEDOM

DAVID A. SPECHT JR. IS PRESIDENT OF SPECHT

NEWSPAPERS, INC.

OPINION

This is a column that has been
on my mind for a long time. I
have thought about it over and
over again. Now, it is time to
turn my thoughts into words.
This column is centered around
two questions: 1.) When did the
music get too loud? 2.) When
did I get old?

Do I think of myself as old?
No, of course not. I don’t think
any of us ever really think of our-
selves as being old. Do you re-
member the old saying “you are
as old as you feel?” My mother
surely lived by those words.
Mom always wanted to be on
the go and she always said that
her drivers license would be the
last thing to go. Well, she got
her wish, as the last time that
she drove was only about three
weeks before she passed away.
Mom always used to say “I am
never going to be old.”

Again, do I feel old? My short
answer is “no, not at all” My fi-
ance is constantly telling me

When did the music become too loud?

that I am not 20 years-old any-
more. In other words, I can not
do the things that I used to do.
Many times, even though my
mind tells me that I can do cer-
tain things,
my  body
tells me dif-
ferently. At
a certain
age, I think
we all expe-
rience these
moments.
I often feel
asifIcando

the things
RANDY that I used
BROWN to do (get
up on the

roof to clean gutters and simi-
lar types of things). Most of the
time, I still give it the “old col-
lege try” However, at this point
in my life, that last part has got
me into trouble more times
than I care to mention.

As a result, this forces me to

repeatedly ask myself a ques-
tion. When did I get old? As a
person that loves music and
could seldom ever play it loud
enough in my younger days,
maybe I should ask another
question. When did the music
get too loud? My fiance and I
are both music people. After all,
we first met in the high school
band over 44 years ago. Today,
we often attend concerts and
various other music/theater
events together. We love music
but at most of the concerts we
have attended lately, the sound
has been way too loud. At a mu-
sic concert at Shreveoprt’s Mu-
nicipal Auditorium last Spring
performed by a band of which
we are both huge fans, the gui-
tars were way too loud.The gui-
tars were so loud that we could
not hear the vocals.

So, even though we had a
great time, the event was not
nearly as enjoyable as it could
have been.

One of my biggest pet peeves
at this point in my life is restau-
rants that play their background
music too loud. To me, the
background music in some of
our local restaurants is so loud
that it is practically impossible
to carry on a conversation dur-
ing the meal. In fact, just a few
days ago, I took our Managing
Editor to lunch to discuss some
business matters (newspaper
business). When we walked
into the restaurant to be seated,
I immediately noticed that the
background music was so loud
that it was annoying. Essen-
tially, there would have been
no way to carry on a meaning-
ful business discussion with the
music being so loud. So, I asked
the hostess if there was any way
that they could turn it down just
a bit. Fortunately, they com-
plied.

Again, when did I get old? The
younger me would have never
done anything like this. No way.

Actually, I am the guy who still
plays drums and guitar. And, I
quite often turn up the volume
even in my old age...ha! When
I was playing drums in my
room as a kid, the music from
my stereo and the drums were
reportedly so loud that they
could allegedly be heard about
a quarter of a mile down the
street. In fact, I recently ran into
a former neighbor from back in
those days. The first question
that she asked me was “Do you
still play the drums? I proudly
answered “yes, I do”

My parents used to complain
about my loud music every day.
I am certain that most of us
have had that same experience.
Now, I am there. That is me.
How did that happen so quick-
ly? When did the music get too
loud? When did I get o0ld?

RANDY BROWN IS VICE PRESIDENT OF
SPECHT NEWSPAPERS, INC., AND PUBLISHER
OF THE MINDEN PRESS-HERALD.
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SPORTS
'Dogs add 17 to football team on early-signing day

Minden Press-Herald Sports Service

RUSTON — Louisiana
Tech head coach Sonny
Cumbie announced the
addition of 17 new Bull-
dogs to the 2023 signing
class during the early sign-
ing period last week.

LA Tech added nine
new signees on the of-
fensive side of the ball,
including five offensive
linemen, a quarterback, a
wide receiver, a tight end
and a running back.

Defensively Tech add-
ed eight prospects, includ-
ing four defensive backs,
two linebackers and two
defensive linemen.

Relationships played a
significant role in the Bull-
dogs’ coaching staff put-
ting together an impres-
sive class during their first
full year in Ruston.

Of the 17 signees, 10
were in-state products,
while the remaining seven
were from Texas.

“We were really able to
hit Louisiana, east Texas
and some towns around
the Dallas and Fort Worth
area,’ Cumbie said. “We
are really excited about
this group. It is fun to get
them all officially signed.
We have been able to be
around these players and
their families a lot and
there are a lot of inspiring
stories in this signing class.
We look forward to getting
them here in June and im-
mersing them in our cul-
ture at Louisiana Tech.”

Tech got started early t
with the addition of offen-
sive lineman Roy Brack-
ins III from Woodlawn
High School out of Baton
Rouge, followed by a local
product in safety Cam Hill
from Union Parish High
School in Farmerville.

Brackins III, a 6-3
305-pound offensive line-
man, averaged over three

Trouble

GLYNN HARRIS

No doubt you have
heard thatwhen some-
thing bad happens to
you, get ready; your
problems are about to
triple.

Such was the case
during this recent bout
of rctic weather that
caught all us southern-
ers unaware.

Actually, the weather
folks had been telling
us to get ready for one
of the coldest blasts
in recent times but
I'm not sure we were
prepared for tempera-
tures dropping sud-
denly into single dig-
its accompanied by
strong icy north winds.

At our house, we
took the precautions
we had been told to do,
things like wrapping
pipes, putting those
Styrofoam do-hickeys
on outside faucets, let-
ting water drip in the
sinks and such.

We were settling
down to a long win-
ter’s hanging with it
when just before dark
on Thursday, the day
the blast hit, our house
went dark.

I mean, totally dark.

Our power was out.
Calling Entergy to re-
port the outage, we
sat, we waited, it was
getting colder as each
minute passed.

Finally 4 1/2 hours
later, we found out
the problem; the high
winds had knocked
down a power pole just
down the road. They
fixed it and bingo —
the lights and blessed
heat came on.

Everything was okay
then, right? We as-
sumed it was but dur-
ing the night, we were
having to add more

pancakes a game while
putting up impressive
numbers in the weight
room, recording a bench
press of 350 pounds while
squatting 510 pounds.

Hill was a standout at
Union Parish High School,
where he led the Farmers
to a 12-2 mark and a state
title appearance as a se-
nior.

The Farmerville prod-
uct recorded 169 tackles,
four interceptions, two
forced fumbles and eight
pass breakups in his prep
career. Hill also was a part
of state runner-up teams
in 2020 and 2021.

Tech added a pair of
three-star recruits from
New Orleans in safety Mi-
chael Richard and offen-
sive lineman Troy Smith.

Richard prepped at
state power Edna Karr
High School and chose LA
Tech over Arkansas, Mis-
sissippi State and UTSA,
among others. As a senior,
he was an all-state and all-
district selection. Richard
tallied 100 tackles, 12 pass
breakups, eight intercep-
tions, three sacks and two
blocked punts in his high
school career. He was a
member of the Cougars’
state championship team
in 2019.

Smith starred at St.
Augustine High School,
where he collected all-
district honors as a senior
and junior. The New Or-
leans product has an im-
pressive frame standing
at 6-4 and weighing 285
pounds.

Tight end Eli Finley was
the first out-of-state sign-
ee when he made things
official at 7:20 a.m. Finley
is a three-star recruit from
Heath, Texas. He helped
lead Rockwall-Heath High
School to a 7-5 record as a
senior while tallying 23 re-
ceptions for 230 yards and

four touchdowns. Finley
was a first-team all-dis-
trict selection and chose
LA Tech over Oregon, Air
Force, Army, Navy, North
Texas and ULM.

Linebacker Colton
Deckard was next on the
Bulldogs’ haul of pros-
pects from the Lone Star
State. Deckard has an ath-
letic frame (6-3, 190) and
played fullback and line-
backer while at Muenster
High School in Muenster,
Texas. Deckard garnered
all-state honors and was
named region newcomer
of the year in 2019. He was
a four-sport athlete, letter-
ing in football, baseball,
basketball and track.

Physical running back
Keith Willis Jr. and Line-
backer DeMardrick Blunt
were the next additions to
Cumbie’s program.

Willis starred at CE
King High School in Hous-
ton, rushing for 1,515
yards during the Panthers’
9-5 season in 2022.

Blunt played both ways
at Carroll High School in
Monroe. The local product
tallied 1,200 all-purpose
yards and earned all-dis-
trict and all-parish hon-
ors. Blunt also participates
in basketball and track for
the Bulldogs.

Evan Bullock was the
lone quarterback signee
on early signing day. The
Anna, Texas native led all
Texas high school quar-
terbacks with 56 touch-
down passes while throw-
ing for a staggering 4,179
yards with a 66 percent
completion percentage.
He was a semifinalist for
the 2022 Mr. Texas Foot-
ball Award and was voted
district MVP. Bullock led
Anna High School to a
13-1 record and a state
quarterfinals appearance
which was the best mark
in school history.

Hahnville wide receiver
Dakota Williams was next
on the Bulldogs signing
slate. The three-star pros-
pect tallied 37 receptions
for 637yardsand 11 touch-
downs as a senior. LA Tech
won the recruiting battle
for Williams over Tulane.

LA Tech continued its
signing day swipe of of-
fensive linemen with the
addition of east Texas of-
fensive tackle Keystone
Allison, who is coming off
a 16-0 state champion-
ship season at Carthage
High School. The 6-4
266-pound athletic tackle
chose Tech over 16 other
offers, including Indiana,
Colorado State, SMU, Tu-
lane, UNLV and UTSA.

Cumbie and company
added to the defensive
pass rush with the addi-
tion of defensive lineman
Obinna Okeke out of Hous-
ton. The three-star recruit
had an impressive senior
campaign at Cypress Falls
High School, recording 63
tackles, 17 tackles for loss,
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10 sacks and a forced fum-
ble on his way to being a
unanimous first-team all-
district selection.

Ball-hawking safety
Jacob Fields was the next
to join the signing class
of 2023. Fields is a three-
star prospect from Me-
lissa High School in Texas.
Fields was an all-state se-
lection as a defensive back
and a returner. He tallied
156 tackles, 26 pass break-
ups, eight interceptions
and three forced fumbles
in his prep career.

Tech added another de-
fensive back, David Webb
III from New Orleans.
Webb was a lockdown cor-
ner during his senior sea-
son at King Charter High
School where he tallied
four interceptions and did
not allow a completion
while targeted this season.
He was a first-team all-
district selection and also
lettered in basketball.

LA Tech then got a sig-
nature from defensive
lineman Delvin Whitaker

P |
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Second-year Louisiana Tech football coach Hugh Cumbie looked hard at his home state
of Texas in adding seven recruits from the Lone Star State as part of the Bulldogs early
signing class.

in St. Francisville. Whita-
ker garnered all-metro,
all-district and all-state
honors after leading West
Feliciana High School to a
13-1 record which includ-
ed a district title

Next up, was the larg-
est offensive lineman in
the class, 6-7 305-pound
Hayden Christman from
Tioga. Christman was an
all-district and all-state
selection as a senior, help-
ing Tioga to a 7-4 mark.
Christman lettered all four
years of his prep career
while also lettering in bas-
ketball and track.

Rounding out the class
was offensive lineman
Ja'Marion Kennedy from
Northwood High School
in Shreveport. The physi-
cal lineman paved the way
for 1,998 rushing yards his
senior season helpinglead
the Falcons to a9-3 record.

The 2023 recruiting
class will be expanded
during the second nation-
al signing day, which will
take place in February.

comes in threes, even during Artic blast

cover because even
though the heating
unit was running, we
determined that the
air it was producing
was akin to the tem-
perature of the wind
howling outside. In
short, our heating unit
was on the fritz.

It was not until
the following after-
noon as we huddled
for warmth and even
drove to town in a
warm car and got a
bite to eat that we were
able to get a technician
from one of the three
companies we called
to come out, locate
and fix the problem.

The power surge
when we lost power
had knocked out the

COURTESY PHOTO
The recent Arctic blast caused outdoors writer Gynn
Harris to lose power and heat, forcing him to look for
ways to keep warm.

breaker to our heating
unit. It was fixed and
we watched with sighs
of relief as the temper-
ature in the house was
starting to climb.

Finally, we were
back in business and
would be able to ride
out the Arctic blast.
We thought we were
until I hit the start but-
ton on my computer to
get back to work and
nothing happened; it
was deader'n a door-
nail.

Calling my com-
puter guru in Bossier
City, Rex Moncrief, he
determined that the
problem was in the
monitor; it was as dark
and lifeless. I had my
radio program to put

together for Tuesday
afternoon’s broad-
cast and there was no
computer to create the
program. I reverted
to what I formerly did
whenIbegan as a writ-
er half a century ago. I
wrote it all out in long-
hand, read it to my
phone and emailed it
to the station.

That was one dead-
line I met but I was
faced with another
critical one; I had
to come up with my
weekly column for the
newspapers for which
I write, columns that
I email after putting
them together.

With email not avail-
able, I was stuck un-
tili Tuesday morning
when shops were back
in business after the
holidays.

Locating a moni-
tor at Office Depot, I
brought it home, un-
packed it and called
my buddy Rex to help
me get it installed.

What you are read-
ing now is my first ef-
fort on my restored
computer.

If it’s a little scatter
brained, you’ll hope-
fully understand.

That makes three
problems in a row that
we faced and eventu-
ally conquered and I
pray to the Good Lord
that things will be on
the up and up now.
Let’s just hope when
everything thaws
when the freeze lets
up that there won’t be
water spraying every-
where. The plumbers
are busy enough with-
out me adding to their
workload.

— Contact Glynn
Harris at glynnhar-
ris37@gmail.com.

Fishing Report

BLACK BAYOU — No
report this week. Contact
Honey Hole Tackle Shop
323-8707 for the latest in-
formation.

BUSSEY BRAKE -
Crappie fishing has been-
Crappie fishing has been
good this week on jigs or
shiners around the boat
ramp and nearby trees.
Bass have fair to good
flipping creature baits
around structure. For the
latest information, contact
the Honey Hole at 323-
8707.

OUACHITA RIVER
— Crappie fishing has
improved a bit with best
catches made on jigs or
shiners around structure.
Bass have been best in the
cuts and run-outs on shad
imitation lures. For the
latest information, contact
the Honey Hole Tackle
Shop at 323-8707.

LAKE D’ARBONNE —
Bass fishing has been best
fishing the points on crank
baits. Crappie fishing
has been good with best
catches made on shiners
or jigs fished along the
channel edges. Bream
are slow while catfish are
biting cold worms fished
off the banks. Forthe lat-
est information, call An-
derson Sport Center at
368-9669 or Honey Hole
Tackle Shop at 323-8707.

LAKE CLAIBORNE
—  Crappie fishing has
beeCrappie fishing has
been best with shiners out-
performing jigs. They’re
in deep water around
structures. Bass have been
best fishing drop shot and
Carolina rigs in deep wa-

ter. No report on catfish,
bream or stripers. For the
latest information, call
Kel’s Cove at 927-2264
or Terzia Tackle at 278-
4498.

CANEY LAKE — Jig-
ging spoons and tail spin-
ners are working best
on bass and yellow bass
bouncing these lures off
the bottom in 18-20 foot
deep water. Soft plastics
and deep diving crank
baits have been producing
some around humps just
off the channels. Crap-
pie fishing continues to
be best fishing the deep
tops on shiners or jigs.
No report on bream or
catfish. For information
contact Hooks Marina at
249-2347, Terzia Tackle
at 278-4498 or the Honey
Hole Tackle Shop at 323-
8707.

LAKE POVERTY
POINT - Crappie fishing
has been good this week
with some nice sized fish
caught around the boat
slips as well as on the
lower end of the lake on
shiners or jigs. Catfishing
continues to be good with
mostly smaller sizes re-
ported. No report on bass.
For the latest reports, call
Poverty Point Marina at
318-878-0101.

LAKE YUCATAN -
The water continues to
rise and is now coming in
through the chute. Duck
hunters are having good
luck. A few reports of nice
sized crappie and bass
being caught. For infor-
mation, call Surplus City
Landing at 318-467-2259.

— Glynn Harris
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GOOD NEWS

May the Christmas spirit ring out through the new year

Isn’t it wonderful to hear
all the beautiful Christmas
music? Over the past few
weeks, many churches have
presented Christmas pro-
grams, cantatas, and musi-
cal productions. Some of
the major TV channels and
radio stations actually aired
“Christian” programs, musi-
cal presentations and inter-
views relating to the Birth of
Christ. Many businesses had
ads with the beautiful Nativ-
ity scene or Scriptures, pro-
claiming the Birth of Christ!
We still see some evidence
of the Salvation Army ‘bell
ringers’ in front of busi-
nesses who will allow such!
Amen!

Someone mentioned last
summer: “we should buy
all the religious Christmas
cards and stamps we can
find, for they may not be
available next year’ In this
fast-moving, push and shove
world, we know that change
is the name of the game.
Grandma used to say, "there
ain’t nothing for sure except
taxes and death.” Well, she
was partly right, but did not
go far enough in her reason-
ing. We believe, as Chris-
tians, that the Word of God
is sure and true without mix-
ture of error. And that Truth
isrevealed anew each year at
Christmastime.

Remember this old hymn,
I Love to Tell The Story? “Of
unseen things above, of Je-

sus and His glory, of Jesus
and His love? I love to tell the
story, for some who know it
best seem hungering and
thirsting to hear it like the
rest: And when, in scenes
of glory, I sing the new, new
song, ‘Twill be the old, old
story that
I have
loved so
long” And
isn’t it that
way with
Christmas
and Je-
sus’ birth?
Each year
there is
fresh new
breeze
blowing across the spirit of
those who dare to “tell the
old story” of Jesus and His
love. Believe me, there are
still listening hears to hear
it!

Well, this week is a “bridge
week” of sorts, the week af-
ter Christmas and before the
New Year celebrations. Per-
haps we can “take Christmas
across the bridge and let it
be a year-long experience.”
Let’s take Christ with us all
through the New Year. As we
make new resolutions, set
goals and make out a new
budget, we can do it with
the knowledge that “God
is with us” (Emmanuel)!
(Matt 1:23). Shall we allow
Him to lead us day by day
as we push into the dark-

Bill Crider

ness of 2023, carrying the
light of hope to all we meet?
Let’s do! It's difficult
to kiss an old year “goodbye’,
when you feel like there is
still much to be done...goals
unmet, relationships in fray,
deeds not complete, and
unfulfilled commitments to
the Lord, etc! Ready or not,
Father Time is on the march!
Get ready or get out of his
way!

I think we should enter
into the New Year with a
time of confession: just lay it
all out before the Lord! Yes,
all of it! Picture a yard sale
where everything for sale is
spread out for all to see. Let’s
do the same before the Lord:
spread it all out before Him
and come clean. His prom-
ise is ‘to forgive us, separat-
ing those sins from us as
far as the East is from the
West....and remember them
no more. (Psalms 103:12).

Also, periods of praise and
thanksgiving are needed.
How can any of us not feel
blessed? No matter if you
are in grief, in physical pain,
financial woes, or existing
in difficult relationships! A
quick trip around the block
reveals the stark truth: “There
are many less fortunate than
we!” I know the Lord expects
us to use our means to help
family, neighbors and the
strangers who pass our way.
Doing that only brings to
our mind how very blessed

we are! He really, really does
‘supply our needs according
to His riches in glory.(Phil
4:19).

These three, (confession,
thanksgiving and praise)
working together, form a
cycle to bring us back into
the presence of our Lov-
ing Father throughout the
New Year. If we link these
elements with prayer, Bible
study and worship, we will
engage the gears that drive
our spirits to discern ways to
serve, minister and witness
for our Lord. When these are
all aligned under the leader-
ship of God’s Spirit, we are
ready to face anything the
New Year might bring our
way! On your mark! Get set!
Go for it!

But, some might think: “I
am goingto sitdown and take
life easy in 2023!“ But surely,
the Lord has other plans for
each of us. We must be up,
about our Father’s business
while we are able, “for there
will come a time when no
man can work”.(John 9:4). It
will all be over. And then the
judgment! A friend of mine
used this statement often in
leadership conferences: “We
are saved to serve and not
to sit” Yes, anyone can ‘be
a sideline coach or umpire,
but the game of life requires
us to come down from the
bleachers and get involved
where the action of live is.
When you do, you will find

unmeasured blessings wait-
ing there. You will never sit
on the sidelines and criti-
cize again the “players or
coaches.” The Lord, I believe,
wants each of us to do ‘our
very best’ in all we do for His
glory.

Who really wants to stand
before God when the Book
of Life is opened, and He be-
gins to search out for their
name? [ cringe sometimes
thinking of that future ap-
pointment. Without the
promise of Jesus (the Christ
child who became our Re-
deemer) sitting at the Fa-
ther’s right hand mediating
for us, it all would be hope-
less.

So, let’s arise, roll up our
sleeves, for there is much to
do. No slacking off! There is
a place of service, ministry
or missions for each of us.
We serve such a great and
wonderful Lord, who loves
mankind beyond compare,
and He wants us to spend
our life’s resources touching
others in His name. What a
blessed and sacred privilege
to serve Him in this exciting
time in history. May God’s
rich blessing be showered
upon each of you in 2023, as
you cross the bridge to serve
the Lord,

BILL CRIDER IS CHAPLAIN OF MINDEN
MEDICAL CENTER

THE UPWARD LOOK

The first of the first month

“For on the first of the first month he

began to go up from Babylon;
and on the first of the fifth
month he came to Jerusalem,
because the good hand of his
God was upon him. For Ezra
had set his heart to study
the law of the LORD and to
practice it, and to teach His
statutes and ordinances in Is-
rael.” Ezra 7:9-10 NASB

On the first day of the
first month of the year, Ezra
made a major adjustment
in his life. Because of God’s

Max Hutto

ing, and obeying God’s Word. Ezra

made God’s Word a priority in
hislife. Ezra’s concern for other
people led him to teach them
God’s Word. The new year is a
great time to begin something
new, to live in God’s grace, to
study the Bible, to put it into
practice, and to lead others to
follow its teachings.

Lord Jesus, I resolve to learn
and obey Your Word. Help me
tolive by it and to help others to

follow You.

great grace, he made the journey to Je-
rusalem. This life-changing experience

also included a habit of reading, study-

MAX HUTTO IS A BAPTIST MINISTER AND A RESI-
DENT OF MINDEN. MORE INFORMATION CAN BE FOUND

AT WWW.UPWARDLOOK.ORG.
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ASSEMBLY OF GOD
MINDEN

INSPIRATION

Reframe your situations

In times of extreme struggle, man
tends to look for someone to blame. We
make great efforts to search out the neg-
atives of our situation. Well, I'm here to
tell everyone reading today that
this is not the way.

God wants us to find his
blessing in all our situations. He
wants us to seek out the good in
everything.

And if we search through a
situation and find nothing good
he wants us to bring the good.
This is done through trust and
faith in Gods plan. In Genesis

realize that Joseph was standing there in
front of them. “Please, come closer,” he
said to them. So they came closer. And
he said again, “I am Joseph, your brother,
whom you sold into slavery

in Egypt. But don’t be upset,
and don’t be angry with your-
selves for selling me to this
place. It was God who sent me
here ahead of you to preserve
your lives” I would like to en-
courage us all to be like Joseph
and bring the good to our bad
situations.

Joseph demonstrates this flaw- Bernard Harris

lessly. Genesis 45:3-5 NLT

“I am Joseph!” he said to his brothers.
“Is my father still alive?” But his brothers
were speechless! They were stunned to

BERNARD HARRIS 1l IS A HAUGHTON FIREMAN AND A
LOCAL RESIDENT OF MINDEN

How can e

\We can help you. Contacf“ifjhe
FBC 24-Hour) Prayelrr Ministry
at 37/7—PRAY.
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301 Pennsylvania Avenue * MiRde] 3': :
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FUN &
GAMES

Solve the code to discover words related to the Red Cross.
Each number corresponds to a letter.
(Hint: 18 = E)

15 14 14 26 14 8

7 18 2 26 4 15 20

4 15 1 18
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18 7 18 1 24 18 25 4 6

SUDOKUNU

Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?
Then you’ll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from
the moment you
square off, so
sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy to the test!

Lavel: Advanced

Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!
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Local foster youth
are waiting for

a volunteer

With over 5,000 Louisiana children in the child welfare
system, we need volunteers more than ever. As a
CASA volunteer, you will make a life-changing
difference for a child who has experienced abuse or
neglect in your community. Get involved today.

l ® a S a
Court Appointed Special Advocates

FOR CHILDREN

Find a program near you at

LOUISIANA

www.louisia nacasa.org

CLUES ACROSS
1. Central mail bureau 35. Swiss river
4. Member of the family 36. Indents
7. Partner to flow 41. A sheer fabric of silk or nylon
10. _ Angeles 45. Belgian River
11. Military mailbox 46. _ Spumante (Italian wine)
12. Patriotic women 47. Originate from
13. Shallow lake 50. Rugged mountain ranges
15. Tear apart 54. Made less clean
16. Middle Easterner 55. Professions
19. Eat to excess 56.3s
21. Stained 57. Scarf
23. Certain peoples of equatorial ~ 59. Yellow light
Africa 60. Bird noise
24. 1st day of month 61. Opposite of start
25. Skin disease 62. Bar bill
26. Skating figure 63. Northeastern Mass. cape
27. Annelids 64. American rocker Snider
30. Gracefully slender 65. Midway between northeast
34. Kids need it and east
CLUES DOWN
1. Scandinavian drink 32. Chinese statesman
2. Washington river 33. Stir with emotion
3. Fast-running flightless bird 37. Flat-bottomed boat
4. Nerve conditions 38. Go-between
5. Indicates near 39. This (Spanish)
6. Immediate relevance 40. A plot of ground where seedlings
7. Things you can eat are grown before transplanting
8. Receptacles 41. Small waterfall
9. Retired Brewers great 42. Modern tech necessity (abbr.)
13. Month 43. Utter repeatedly
14. Happy New Year! 44. One of the bravest

17. Exclamation to convey truth 47, Sun up in New York
18. Passports and licenses are two 48. Space station

20. Ebert’s partner Siskel 49. Chilean seaport

22. Long skirt 51. Hasidic spiritual leader
27. Part of company name 52. They

28. Drugmaker  Lilly 53. Soviet Socialist Republic
29. Electronic countermeasures  58. Single unit

31. Klutz
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GENERAC
D —— |

Prepare
for power
outages
today

WITH A HOME
STANDBY GENERATOR

Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions

REQUEST A
FREE QUOTE

(855) 649-6863 GENERAC

F R E 7-Year Extended Warranty*

— A $695 Value!
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.
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CLASSIFIEDS

Classified line ads are published Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday in the Minden Press-Herald, Bossier Press-Tribune and online at www.press.herald.com

PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

classifieds@press-herald.com

Classified
Rates

Pricing is easy!

$7.75

Per Day - Up to 20 words!
Aditional words are only 30
cents more!

Garage Sales

No word limit.

$11

One Day

$16.50
Two Days

Receive a FREE Garage
Sale Kit with your two day
ad!

* Garage Sale ads must be
prepaid.

Deadlines

Ads

Line ads and display ads must
be submitted by noon two
days before publication.

Public Notices
Public notices must be sub-
mitted two days prior to
publication date depending
on the length. Notices may be
emailed to classifieds@press-
herald.com

Payments
Cash Checks, Billing

Real Estate Notice
“All real estate advertised
here is subject to the Fed-
eral Fair Housing Act, which
makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or
discrimination based on race,
color, religion, sex, handicap,
familial status, or national
origin, or intention to make
any such preference, limita-
tion, or discrimination. We
will not knowlingly accept
any advertising for real estate,
which is in violation of th
elaw. All persons are hereby
informed that all dwellings
advertised are available on an
equal opportunity basis.

Grow
Your
Business

Call to place your ad!

PLACE
YOUR
AD

TODAY!
377-1866

I, Bryant Lyons, DOC
#- 428978, have
applied for clemency
for my conviction of:
second degree cruelty
to a juvenile. If you
have any questions

or concerns, please
contact the Board of
Pardons at (225)-342-
5421.

December 21, 2022
December 28, 2022
January 4, 2023
Minden Press-Herald

SHERIFF’S SALE

VALUE FINANCE
CORPORATION
VS.

ANTHONY ROB-
ERT MATTESON

In the Twenty-Sixth
Judicial District
Court of Webster
Parish, Louisiana,
No. 79861

By virtue of a
WRIT OF SEIZURE
AND SALE issued
out of the Twenty-
Sixth Judicial
District Court of
Webster Parish,
Louisiana, in the
above styled and
numbered suit and
to me directed, |
have seized and
taken into my pos-
session and will of-
fer for sale at public
auction to the last
and highest bidder
for cash WITH-
OUT the benefit of
appraisement and
according to law at
the principal front
door of the Court-
house in the City of
Minden, Webster
Parish, Louisiana
on WEDNESDAY,
January 11, 2023,
During the legal
sale hours, the
following property,
to wit:

Lot Number One
Hundred Twenty
Eight (128) and
West Twenty Five
feet (W 25’) of

Lot Number One
Hundred Twenty-
Nine (129) of BABB
Addition, a Subdivi-
sion in the City of
Minden, Webster
Parish, Louisiana
as per map and plat
of said subdivision
on file and of record
in Map Book Two
(2), Page 82 of the
official records of
Webster Parish,
Louisiana, in the
office of the Clerk
of Court of said
Parish, together
with all improve-
ments thereon and
all rights thereto
belonging. The
municipal address
of the above-de-
scribed property is
1012 Horton Street,
Minden, Louisiana
71055.

SOLD SUBJECT
TO ANY SUPE-
RIOR LIENS,
MORTGAGES
OR PRIVILEGES
THERETO.

Said property
seized is that of the
defendant and will
be sold to satisfy a
judgment rendered
in our Honorable
Court.

JASON R. PARKER
Sheriff & Ex-Officio
Auctioneer
Webster Parish,
Louisiana

Linda Vaughan -
Deputy

December 7, 2022
January 4, 2023
Minden Press-Herald

door of the Court-
house in the City of
Minden, Webster
Parish, Louisiana
on WEDNESDAY,
January 11, 2023,
During the legal
sale hours, the
following property,
to wit:

Commencing at

the intersection of
the North side of
Monroe and the
West side of Col-
lege (Union) Streets
and run south 75
degrees West a
distance of 132.5
feet; thence run
North 17 degrees
West 280 feet to the
Point of Beginning;
Thence run North
75 degrees East
106 feet; thence run
North 22 degrees
West 99 feet;
thence run South 75
degrees West 217.5
feet; thence run
South 17 degrees
East 98.5 feet more
or less; thence run
North 75 degrees
East 119 feet to the
Point of Begin-

ning located in the
Southwest Quarter
of the Southwest
Quarter of Section
22, Township 19
North, Range 9
West, Minden,
Webster Parish,
Louisiana, together
with all improve-
ments thereon and
all rights thereto
beloning.

ALSO the perpetual
use of the alley 12
feet wide com-
mencing on Monroe
Street entering the
property described
hereinabove from
that street, as more
fully described
hereinabove from
that street, as more
fully described in a
deed from Minden
Sanitarium to A.B.
Moreland recorded
in Conveyance
Book 33, Page

216 of the Convey-
ance Records of
Louisiana in which
deed the alley is
more particularly
described as fol-
lows:

Beginning at the
intersection of
Monroe and College
(Union) Streets and
run 75 degrees
West along Monroe
Street 132.5 feet to
the point of begin-
ning; thence run
North 17 degrees
West 280 feet;
thence run North
75 degrees East

12 feet; thence run
South 17 degrees
East 280 feet;
thence run South
75 degrees West 12
feet to the point of
beginning located
in Webster Parish,
Louisiana, together
with all buildings
and improvements
thereon.

SOLD SUBJECT
TO ANY SUPE-
RIOR LIENS,
MORTGAGES
OR PRIVILEGES
THERETO.

Said property
seized is that of the
defendant and will
be sold to satisfy a
judgment rendered
in our Honorable
Court.

JASON R. PARKER
Sheriff & Ex-Officio
Auctioneer
Webster Parish,
Louisiana

Linda Vaughan -
Deputy

December 7, 2022
January 4, 2023
Minden Press-Herald

SHERIFF’S SALE
LAKEVIEW LOAN

SHERIFF’S SALE
JESSE J. JOHN-

SERVICING, LLC
VS.
SHELENAR. SELL-

ERS. INDIVIDU-
ALLY AND AS SUR-

VIVING SPOUSE
IN COMMUNITY
WITH RICHARD R.

GREENE, JR.

In the Twenty-Sixth
Judicial District
Court of Webster
Parish, Louisiana,
No. 80327

By virtue of a
WRIT OF SEIZURE
AND SALE issued
out of the Twenty-
Sixth Judicial
District Court of
Webster Parish,
Louisiana, in the
above styled and
numbered suit and
to me directed, |
have seized and
taken into my pos-
session and will of-
fer for sale at public
auction to the last
and highest bidder
for cash WITH-
QOUT the benefit of
appraisement and
according to law at
the principal front

SON

VS.

RENEE JANICE
JORDAN

In the Twenty-Sixth
Judicial District
Court of Webster
Parish, Louisiana,
No. 80336

By virtue of a
WRIT OF SEIZURE
AND SALE issued
out of the Twenty-
Sixth Judicial
District Court of
Webster Parish,
Louisiana, in the
above styled and
numbered suit and
to me directed, |
have seized and
taken into my pos-
session and will of-
fer for sale at public
auction to the last
and highest bidder
for cash WITH-
OUT the benefit of
appraisement and
according to law at
the principal front
door of the Court-
house in the City of
Minden, Webster
Parish, Louisiana

on WEDNESDAY,
January 11, 2023,
During the legal
sale hours, the
following property,
to wit:

Lot 210x210 ft. in
Southeast Quarter
of the Northeast
Quarter (SE/4 of
NE/4), Section

17, Township 23,
Range 10, with a
municipal address
of 362 Springhill
Airport Road,
Springhill, Louisiana
71075.

SOLD SUBJECT
TO ANY SUPE-
RIOR LIENS,
MORTGAGES
OR PRIVILEGES
THERETO.

Said property
seized is that of the
defendant and will
be sold to satisfy a
judgment rendered
in our Honorable
Court.

JASON R. PARKER
Sheriff & Ex-Officio
Auctioneer
Webster Parish,
Louisiana

Linda Vaughan -
Deputy

December 7, 2022
January 4, 2023
Minden Press-Herald

SHERIFF’S SALE

REGIONS BANK
D/B/A REGIONS
MORTGAGE

V8.

THE UNOPENED
SUCCESSION.
OF JUNIORT.
THOMAS

In the Twenty-Sixth
Judicial District
Court of Webster
Parish, Louisiana,
No. 80108

By virtue of a
WRIT OF SEIZURE
AND SALE issued
out of the Twenty-
Sixth Judicial
District Court of
Webster Parish,
Louisiana, in the
above styled and
numbered suit and
to me directed, |
have seized and
taken into my
possession and
will offer for sale at
public auction to
the last and highest
bidder for cash
WITH the benefit of
appraisement and
according to law at
the principal front
door of the Court-
house in the City of
Minden, Webster
Parish, Louisiana
on WEDNESDAY,
January 11, 2023,
During the legal
sale hours, the
following property,
to wit:

Commencing at the
Southeast corner
of Lot No. Six (6),
Block “I”, Justice
Heights Addition to
the City of Minden,
Webster Parish,
Louisiana, as per
map and plat there-
of on file and of re-
cord in the Office of
the Clerk of Court,
Webster Parish,
Louisiana, in Map
Book 1, Page 2,
and run West along
the South line of Lot
No. 6 a distance of
70 feet to 1/2” iron
pipe for the point of
beginning: Thence
continue West
along said South
line of Lot No. 6 a
distance of 70 feet
to conc. monument,
thence run North
140 feet to 1”7 iron
pipe, thence run
East 70 feet to 1/2”
iron pipe, thence
run South 140

feet to the point of
beginning, together
with all improve-
ments thereon and
all rights thereto be-
longing, and being
the same property
as shown by plat of
survey prepared by
Doyle P. Sanders,
Registered Land
Surveyor, dated
March 9, 1996, at-
tached to Book 883,
Page 305.

Which has the ad-
dress of 403 Clerk
Street, Minden, LA
71055

SOLD SUBJECT
TO ANY SUPE-
RIOR LIENS,
MORTGAGES
OR PRIVILEGES
THERETO.

Said property
seized is that of the
defendant and will
be sold to satisfy a
judgment rendered
in our Honorable
Court.

JASON R. PARKER
Sheriff & Ex-Officio
Auctioneer

Webster Parish,
Louisiana

Linda Vaughan -
Deputy

December 7, 2022
January 4, 2023
Minden Press-Herald

B1 Bank vs. Nellie
Mae Sparks, 26th
Judicial District Court,
Webster Parish, State
of Louisiana, Docket
Number 80380. If
anyone knows the
identities and/or
whereabouts of the
heirs of Nellie Mae
Sparks, please contact
Attorney Jessica Davis
at 318-935-9448 or
jessicagdavis.law@
gmail.com.

January 4, 2023
Minden Press-Herald

SHERIFF’S SALE

SPECIALIZED
LOAN SERVICING,
LLC

V8.

SHARON BROWN
WALLACE AND
KENNETH RAY
WALLACE

In the Twenty-Sixth
Judicial District
Court of Webster
Parish, Louisiana,
No. 80166

By virtue of a
WRIT OF SEIZURE
AND SALE issued
out of the Twenty-
Sixth Judicial
District Court of
Webster Parish,
Louisiana, in the
above styled and
numbered suit and
to me directed, |
have seized and
taken into my
possession and
will offer for sale at
public auction to
the last and highest
bidder for cash
WITH the benefit of
appraisement and
according to law at
the principal front
door of the Court-
house in the City of
Minden, Webster
Parish, Louisiana
on WEDNESDAY,
February 8, 2023,
During the legal
sale hours, the
following property,
to wit:

ALOT LOCATED
IN THE NORTH-
WEST QUARTER
OF THE SOUTH-
WEST QUARTER
(NW/4 OF SW/4)
OF SECTION 31;
TOWNSHIP 18
NORTH, RANGE 8
WEST, WEBSTER
PARISH, LOUISI-
ANA, DESCRIBED
AS FOLLOWS:
BEGIN AT THE
SOUTHWEST
CORNER OF

THE AFORESAID
FORTY; THENCE
RUN NORTH A
DISTANCE OF 650
FEET AND TO THE
POINT OF BEGIN-
NING OF THE LOT
TO BE HEREIN
DESCRIBED;
THENCE CON-
TINUE NORTH
ALONG THE
FORTY LINE AND
ALONG THE EAST
RIGHT OF WAY OF
LOUISIANA HIGH-
WAY NO. 531 A
DISTANCE OF 200
FEET; THENCE
RUN EAST A
DISTANCE OF 300
FEET; THENCE
RUN SOUTH A
DISTANCE OF 200
FEET; THENCE
RUN WEST A
DISTANCE OF

300 FEET TO

THE POINT OF
BEGINNING,
TOGETHER WITH
ALL IMPROVE-
MENTS THEREON
AND ALL RIGHTS
THERETO BE-
LONGING; subject
to restrictions, servi-
tudes, rights-of-way
and outstanding
mineral rights of
record affecting the
property.

That certain manu-
factured home/
mobile situated on
the above described
property, being

a 1999, 80 x 28
Signal Homes, Inc.,
Beacon, Serial No.
SG010447A/B99,
which said manu-
factured home/
mobile home was
immobilized pursu-
ant to Affidavit to
Immobilize Mobile
Home dated August
19, 1999 and filed
for record as Instru-
ment No. 430941

of the records of
Webster Parish,
Louisiana.

SOLD SUBJECT
TO ANY SUPE-
RIOR LIENS,
MORTGAGES

OR PRIVILEGES
THERETO.

Said property
seized is that of the
defendant and will
be sold to satisfy a
judgment rendered
in our Honorable
Court.

JASON R. PARKER
Sheriff & Ex-Officio
Auctioneer
Webster Parish,
Louisiana

Linda Vaughan -
Deputy

January 4, 2023
February 1, 2023
Minden Press-Herald

Regular Session City
Council Meetings in
2023

Tuesday, January 3,
2023

Monday, February 6,
2023

Monday, March 6, 2023
Monday, April 3, 2023
Monday, May 1, 2023
Monday, June 5, 2023
Monday, July 3, 2023
Monday, August 7, 2023
Tuesday, September
5,2023

Monday, October 2,
2023

Monday, November 6,
2023

Monday, December 4,
2023

January 4, 2023
Minden Press-Herald

1NK1X4TX6NR979735
is stored at 1422 Sib-
ley Rd, Minden, LA,
71055. If all current
charges are not paid
and vehicle claimed by
the owner by January
16, 2023 a Permit to
Sell may be obtained.

January 4, 2023
January 11, 2023
Minden Press-Herald

NOTICE OF SPECIAL
ELECTION

Pursuant to the
provisions of a resolu-
tion adopted by the
Police Jury of the
Parish of Webster,
State of Louisiana (the
“Governing Author-
ity”), acting as the
governing authority of
the Parish of Webster,
State of Louisiana
(the “Parish”), on
November 1, 2022,
NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that a special
election will be held
within the Parish on
SATURDAY, MARCH
25, 2023, and that at
the said election there
will be submitted to
all registered voters
in the Parish qualified
and entitled to vote
at the said election
under the Constitution
and Laws of the State
of Louisiana and the
Constitution of the
United States, the
following proposition,
to-wit:

PROPOSITION
(LIBRARY MILLAGE
CONTINUATION)

Shall the Parish of
Webster, State of
Louisiana (the “Par-
ish”), continue to levy
and collect a special
tax of twelve and
thirty-nine hundredths
(12.39) mills on all
the property subject
to taxation within the
Parish (an estimated
$3,220,400 expected
at this time to be col-
lected from the levy
of the tax for an entire
year), for a period of
ten (10) years, begin-
ning with the year
2025 and ending with
the year 2034, for the
purpose of acquiring,
constructing, improv-
ing, furnishing, equip-
ping, operating and/
or maintaining public
libraries in Webster
Parish, said millage to
represent a thirty-nine
hundredths of a mill
(.39) increase (due to
reappraisal) over the
12 mills tax authorized
to be levied through
the year 2024 pursu-
ant to an election held
on May 3, 2014?

Said special elec-
tion will be held at
each and every polling
place in the Parish of
Webster, which polls
will open at seven
o’clock (7:00) a.m.
and close at eight
o’clock (8:00) p.m., in
accordance with the
provisions of La. R.S.
18:541.

The polling places
at the precincts in the
Parish are hereby des-
ignated as the polling
places at which to hold
the said election, and
the Commissioners-in-
Charge and Commis-
sioners, respectively,
shall be those persons

designated according
to law.

The estimated cost
of this election as de-
termined by the Secre-
tary of State based
upon the provisions
of Chapter 8-A of Title
18 and actual costs
of similar elections is
$50,000.

Notice is further
given that a portion of
the monies collected
from the tax described
in the Proposition shall
be remitted to certain
state and statewide
retirement systems in
the manner required
by law.

The said special
election will be held in
accordance with the
applicable provisions
of Chapter 5 and
Chapter 6-A of Title
18 of the Louisiana
Revised Statutes of
1950, as amended,
and other constitu-
tional and statutory
authority, and the offi-
cers appointed to hold
the said election, as
provided in this Notice
of Special Election,
or such substitutes
therefor as may be
selected and desig-
nated in accordance
with La. R.S. 18:1287,
will make due returns
thereof to said Gov-
erning Authority, and
NOTICE IS HEREBY
FURTHER GIVEN that
the Governing Author-
ity will meet at its
regular meeting place,
the Police Jury Meet-
ing Room, Webster
Parish Courthouse An-
nex, 401 Main Street,
Minden, Louisiana, on
TUESDAY, APRIL 4,
2023, at TEN-THIRTY
0’CLOCK (10:30)
A.M., and shall then
and there in open and
public session pro-
ceed to examine and
canvass the returns
and declare the result
of the said special
election. All registered
voters of the Parish
are entitled to vote at
said special election
and voting machines
will be used.

THUS DONE AND
SIGNED at Minden,
Louisiana, on this, the
1st day of November,
2022.

ATTEST:
__/s/Jim Bonsall
President

/s/ Lisa C. Balkom
Secretary-Treasurer

January 4, 2023
January 11, 2023
January 18, 2023
January 25, 2023
Minden Press-Herald

GRAPHIC
DESIGNER
NEEDED

Designer:
Experience in;
Adobe Creative
Suite (Photo-
shop lllustra-
tor - In Design),
Familiar with
Mac comput-
ers. Position is
part-time or full-
time and they
should email
their resume to:
design.webster-

printing@gmail.
com -and/or-
websterprinting-
minden@gmail.
com

RENTAL
3 bedroom/2
bath mobile
home for rent.
$650/month plus
$300 deposit.
Call (318) 658-
3791

Attorney
Robins Roach
Law Firm, LLC has
opened its doors as
a general practice
in Baton Rouge,
Louisiana. As
experts in Louisiana
law, we are here to
serve. The Robins
Roach Law Firm
offers a wide variety
of legal services
to both individuals
and businesses of
all types. Contact
Charcie Robins
Roach to schedule
your confidential
consultation today
at 1-225-614-2837
or email us at
robinsroachlaw-
firm@gmail.com
(LA-SCAN)

PROBLEM CREDIT
REPORT? Lex-
ington Law helps
works to chal-
lenge inaccurate
negative items
including identity
theft, collections,

Delivery Drivers
Needed
New Higher Pay
Scale !

Bill & Ralph’s
Inc.

118 B & R Drive,
Sarepta, La.
71071
Accepting Ap-
plications For
Delivery Route
Drivers with
a CDL(Class A)
Drivers License.
Free Medical
Insurance for
Driver,
Family Medical
Insurance avail-
able.
Dental and 401K
Benefits,
Hourly plus
Incentive Pay,
Yearly Safety
Bonus Pay,
Monthly Safety/
Performance
Pay.
Apply at Bill &
Ralph’s
Contact Mickey
Hodges at
(318)539-2071
mickey.hodg-
es@pbillandral-
phs.com

Box Truck
Delivery Driver
New Higher Pay

Scale!
Bill & Ralph’s
Inc.

118 B & R Drive,
Sarepta, La.
71071
Accepting Ap-
plications For
Box Truck Deliv-
ery Driver
Must have at
least a Class D
License.
Training for
CDL-A will be
available,
if interested, but
not mandatory.
Free Medical
Insurance for
Driver,
Family Medical
Insurance avail-
able.
Dental and 401K
Benefits,
Hourly plus
Incentive Pay,
Yearly Safety
Bonus Pay,
Monthly Safety/
Performance
Pay.
Apply at Bill &
Ralph’s
Contact Mickey
Hodges at
(318)539-2071
mickey.hodg-
es@pbillandral-
phs.com

late payments,
liens and more
from your credit
report. Call for a
free credit repair
consultation: 1-888-
521-0958 John C.
Heath, Attorney at
Law, PLLC, dba
Lexington Law Firm.
(LA-SCAN)

Farm Equipment
Earn $5,000+ Every
Year From Hunting

Leases Upfront
payments from our
hunters Reduce risk
with FREE liability

insurance Call for
a quote today
1-888-871-1982
(LA-SCAN)

Finances
Over $10K in Debt?
Be debt free in 24 to

48 months. No up-
front fees to enroll.
A+ BBB rated. Call
National Debt Relief
1-844-932-4168.
(LA-SCAN)

SAVE YOUR
HOME! Are you
behind paying your
MORTGAGE?
Denied a Loan
Modification? Is
the bank threaten-
ing foreclosure?
CALL Homeowner’s
Relief Line! FREE
CONSULTATION
1-877-760-3072
(LA-SCAN)

The COVID crisis
has cost us all
something. Many
have lost jobs and
financial security.
Have $10K In Debt?
Credit Cards. Medi-
cal Bills. Car Loans.
Call NATIONAL
DEBT RELIEF!
We can help! Get
a FREE debt relief
quote: Call 1-844-
488-4687 (LA-
SCAN)

Health and
Wellness
ATTENTION OXY-
GEN THERAPY
USERS! Inogen
One G4 is capable
of full 24/7 oxygen
delivery. Only 2.8
pounds. FREE
information kit. Call
1-855-874-9438.
(LA-SCAN)
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Where Local Business Gets Done.

“Come Ride With Ug”

Webter Darish Police Jury
Office of Community Services

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

' Medical appointments,
work, shopping, banking or
5 |vigiting. From Springhill to
reveport and all pointg in
2 between we will get you
there with dependable,
courteous gervices.

Monthly
Bug Pagges
Available

For information or to echedule a ride
318-377-7022 - Minden
318-539-5696 -Springhill

Handicap & wheelchair accessible
Equal opportunity employee/services

Locally Owned & Operated

SPEER

ROOFING

& Construction, LLC

Serving Minden
and surrounding
areas since 2004!

Free Estamates
Phone (318) 311-0008

owner Daniel SPBEI

Licensed & Insured Arhorists

THE

Tree
Guys

Minden, LA
Jon Conway & Kevin Crawford
601 Howell St. ® Minden, LA 71055

Jon (318) 517-3069
Kevin (318) 780-0765

jon.thetreeguys@gmail.com « Like Us on Facebook @thetreeguys18

Locally Owned
& Operated

BLdJdJ ROOFING
LARRY BURRELL UWNER/

b01-352- 2394/
>
/Gj/r(}al Liability & W8fkmens Comp

emt/)er of Better BUSiness Bur,

Member o /Qﬁamb fCom

HERCUL

AG & OUTDOO&%

Needing a full charge

BOOKKEEPER.

Begin part time, pay will
depend on experience.
(318) 422-4407 or

(318) 377-9481

Your Local One Stop Home Improvement Contractor
* Licensed and Insured ¢
For a FREE estimate, just give us a call!

BHuity Bruitt
318-225-0817 318-286-1662

*F find us on facehook @pruitthomerenovations

Your
Ad
Here

Call
377-1866

MlTCHELL

> Asphalt& Concrete Paving
> Dirt Work & Hauling
> Demolition

blle Powerwash)
‘ ® - Service.®

“CLEAN YOUR HOME
WITH POWE

e Houses * Moblle Homes

SOUTHERN PRO
GUTTERS, LLC

- Seamless Gutter Systems

- Leaf Guard Protection

« Gutter Cleaning Services

- Repair Work

- We Offer a Wide Variety of <
Colors to Complement Your HIIIIIB

L3810/ 2i19.8;

FREE
Estimate

Experience You Can Trust

7 Certified Licensed Instructors
Elizabeth M.Hollingsworth, Owner, Third Party Teste

Chateau
Normandy

ALWS’WWWE//

ﬂ’ﬂ

1,2&3 Bedrooms + Laundry Room « Sparkling Pool - Sanded Playground
Baskethall Court « Picnic Area with Grills  Surveillance Cameras
On-Call Management and Courtesy Officer

1401 Lewisville Road Minden, LA « 377-7744

Mondav-Fridav 8 a.m.-5 p.m.

Shemwel

209 Pine!Street | MindenYLA171055/{ 318-299-3853 7

mDIXIE OVERLAND
CONSTRUCTION

WE OFFER COMPETITIVE PAY 401K
WITH COMPANY MATCH HEALTH INSURANCE

+ LABORERS # PIPELAYERS
+ GARPENTERS + EQUIPMENT OPERATORS

on Job Training!

318-377- 5008

ﬁE 'RE I'IIIIII\IG

;\

//\\o

‘MAYFIELD

-, \PLUMBING COMPANY

327 Dennis Dr. « Minden, LA
318-371-0228 Matt Mayfield - Owner

KIRKS TOWING & RECOVERY

“YOoU CALL, WE HAUL!”

POP A LOCK AVAILABLE

354 Penal Farm Road
Sibley, LA71073

318-779-4391

TYRONE KIRKWOOD
OWNER

Tired of
Market LOSS?

0 U I‘ Robert Shemwell
CEO

Office: 318-639-9156

robertshemwell@yahoo.com

FINANCIAL  www.shemwellfinancial.com

Have you been thinking about

DIGITAL MARKETING?

Let us take the
guessworlk out of it
with:

DiGiTaL Aps
Lanping PacGes
Sares FunneLs

ReTarGeTING

inden
=0

!
4
)} s,

YOIII' Ad |
Two Newspaners |
Two Websites |

Scan the QR Code to get started
[=] = el

inden
ess

[=]

i
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along with the six tourism commission-
ers are pleased to announce the lease
and soon-to-be acquisition/purchase
of the historic 11-acre Miller-Inabnett
property located in central Minden,
Louisiana.

ARCHERY COMPETITION TAKES PLACE
AT CAMP MINDEN

Archers from across the country met
at Camp Minden Thursday, April 21
through Sunday, April 24 for the 2022
McKenzie Archery Shooters Association
Easton/Hoyt Pro/Am Tour, an event that
will kick off a 10-year run at the 15,000-
acre facility west of Minden.

SUSPICIOUS PACKAGE SHUTS DOWN
DOWNTOWN

A suspicious package was found on
the steps of the Webster Parish court-
house Tuesday morning. Downtown is
currently blocked off while sherift’s dep-
uties wait for the bomb squad to arrive.
“They X-rayed it and saw a suspicious
looking spring,” said Chief Cropper of
the Minden police. “It didn’t look like a
detonator, but what they’re going to do
is blow it up” The person who left the
package (and then returned to modify it)
was caught on video, and authorities are
currently working to identify the man
from the video.

MINDEN MEDICAL CENTER HOSTS
BLOOD DRIVE FOR COTTON VALLEY
EXPLOSION VICTIMS

Given the tragedy that befell three
Webster Parish citizens as a result of the
recent explosion that took place in Cot-
ton Valley, Minden Medical Center has
decided to help out by hosting a blood
drive starting early Thursday morning.

MINDEN’S MAYOR TERRY GARDNER
ANNOUNCES CANCER DIAGNOSIS

Mayor Terry Gardner posted a video to
the City of Minden’s Facebook page with
the solemn announcement that he has
been diagnosed with both pancreatic
and liver cancer.

FORMER DISTRICT JUDGE KITCHENS
PASSES

Graydon Kelly Kitchens Jr. — family
man, lawyer, and judge — passed away
this weekend surrounded by family and
loved ones. Kitchens has been a fixture
of Minden since he was born in 1936.

ANNA CLAIRE LEMOINE PLACES IN MISS
LOUISIANA COMPETITION

With 29 candidates competing for the
title of Miss Louisiana, Anna Claire Lem-
oine was named third runner-up in the
Miss Louisiana pageant that was held
June 17-19. Miss Lemoine, a graduate of
Glenbrook School, represents our town
as Miss Minden for 2022.

MINDEN MAYOR TERRY GARDNER
PASSES AWAY

Terry L. Gardner, Mayor of the City of
Minden, passed away on June 28, 2022,
at the age of 68 from complications relat-
ed to his recent cancer diagnosis. Mayor
Gardner informed the public of his can-
cer diagnosis by video on May 24, 2022.
He took office on January 1, 2019, which
was one of the proudest moments of his
life. He loved his city and was honored
to serve as mayor.

NO MAYOR, NO PRO TEM: COUNCIL
FINDS THEMSELVES IN “LEGAL
QUAGMIRE”

Tuesday’s city council meeting was
a non-typical one to say the very least.
Most obviously, the late Terry Gardner’s
untimely passing left a vacancy in the
position of mayor. While there is typical-
ly a contingency plan in place for such
circumstances, regarding the position
of mayor pro tempore, at the start of this
city council meeting, Minden did not
have one.

Archers from across the country .
% met at Camp Minden for an event -
~_in April. =

DAVIS OFFICIALLY SWORN IN AS
INTERIM MAYOR

Tommy Davis, appointed as interim
Mayor of Minden by Gov. John Edwards,
was officially sworn in as mayor Tuesday
morning by Holli Vining, Clerk of Court
for Webster Parish.

GIRLS NIGHT OUT A ROARING SUCCESS

Let’s Go Girls - Girls Night Out was a
roaring success at the Civic Center on
Saturday. Hundreds of ladies came out
to eat, drink, dance, and shop during
this fundraiser which was sponsored by
the Junior Service League (JSL).

15 UNDER 40 CLASS OF 2022
ANNOUNCED

Fifteen young business leaders and
entrepreneurs have distinguished them-
selves with their service to the commu-
nity, and the Greater Minden Chamber
is recognizing that service by nominat-
ing them for this year’s 15 Under 40 Top
Young Professionals.

SROS WILL GIVE WEBSTER PARISH
SCHOOLS MORE SECURITY

At a special meeting of the Webster
Parish School Board on Monday, board
members voted to approve funding to
supply every public school in our parish
with a School Resource Officer (SRO).

TEACHERS STILL ENJOY FREEDOMS OF
RELIGION AND SPEECH

During the October school board
meeting, Chris Plants addressed the
board regarding the religious freedoms
of teachers in Webster Parish.

Plants, a member of the Christian
group named Men of Courage, report-
ed that teachers were coming to him
with concerns regarding their religious
freedoms in their workplaces. “Teach-
ers started coming to me saying they
couldn’t put their Bibles on their desks,
and they wanted to,” said Plants.

TARTAN FESTIVAL RECEIVES GRANT
FROM WEBSTER PARISH CONVENTION
AND VISITORS COMMISSION

The Scottish Society of the Louisiana
Highlands received a $4,000 grant on
Tuesday from the Webster Parish Con-
vention and Visitors Commission. This
was also an opportunity to announce
that the Tartan Festival, which previous-
ly was held at Scotland Farms on Hwy
79, will be moved to Miller Quarters in
downtown Minden.

NICK COX PREPPING FOR TAKING
OFFICE NEXT YEAR

Nick Cox, after having won the elec-
tion for Mayor of the City of Minden, is
already hard at work getting familiarized
with the inner workings of the city so
that it will be a smooth transition when it
comes time for him to officially take over
the position on Jan. 1 of next year.

CITY OF MINDEN RECOGNIZES
GLENBROOK VARSITY FOOTBALL TEAM
AT CITY COUNCIL MEETING

The City of Minden recognized the
Glenbrook Varsity Football Team at the
recent December city council meet-
ing for making it to the Louisiana High
School Athletic Association quarterfi-
nals. Mayor Tommy Davis read a proc-
lamation detailing their accomplish-
ments.

CHRISTMAS IN MINDEN

Christmas in Minden 2022 was a big
hit, drawing happy crowds for a variety
of events.

The parade kicked off with the color
guard and ended with Santa and Mrs.
Claus.

COX

Continued from Page 1

working with the council
and working on devel-
oping my relationships
with them. And beyond
that, I plan to have meet-
ings with community
leaders, other elected
officials, community or-
ganizations, non-profit
groups, church leaders.
I want to be a mayor that
reaches across the com-
munity to do exactly
what I promised I was
going to do: move us for-
ward together,” said Cox.

January’s city council
meeting will be the first
with the agenda set by
Mayor Cox. He elaborat-
ed on some of the agen-
da items, why they are
there, and how they will
help the city as a whole.

“I set the agenda for
the January meeting. I've
been going to City Hall
since November 9th ev-
ery day that I could. So
I've got a good feel for
what needs to happen
in January. We looked
up, historically, what
happens during these
months, first-of-the-year
business that has to take
place. I met with the new
city council to make sure
they were on board for
the different plans that I
have. If my recommen-
dations get passed, we'll
be in good hands,’” said
Cox.

The main items of note
were that of the appoint-
ment of a city clerk and
city attorney, and his
recommendations  for
the positions include
some very familiar faces.

“We already have an
interim part-time clerk
who is really experi-
enced, Michael Fluhr. He
has agreed to come back
for one year as a full-time
city clerk, to train our
current assistant clerk to
take his position.

“Tommy Davis and I
both interviewed several
people for city clerk. They
were all skilled within
their respective fields,

MINDEN PRESS-HERALD | MINDEN, LA
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Dist. A City Councilman Buddy Myles, Dist. D City
Councilman Michael Roy, Dist. C City Councilman
Latasha Mitchell, Dist. E City Councilman Andy Pen-
degrass, Dist. B City Councilman Levon Thomas,
Minden Mayor Nick Cox, and Minden Police Chief
Jared Mclver seen pictured shortly after their swear-
ing in ceremony Thursday evening.

the problem was, none
of them had government
clerk experience. CPAs
and city clerks are as dif-
ferent as night and day.”

He also stated that,
with a majority of the
city council and the
mayor being new, it is
best to have as many ex-
perienced people in the
other positions as possi-
ble. “We have a relatively

reen administration. I

ave experience on the
police ﬂury, but it’s noth-
ing like being mayor.
This is no time to change
over who handles the
money,” said Cox.

In regards to the city
attorney, Cox recom-
mends moving forward
with Jimbo Yocum, par-
ticularly noting the lead-
ership he displayed dur-
ing the time following
the late Terry Gardner’s
passing and before a new
mayor pro tempore was
elected.

“T think Jimbo Yocom
has exhibited his prow-
ess as city attorney dur-
ing a time when the city
didn't have a leader.
The city was in a pickle,
and Jimbo showed great
leadership and wisdom
and got the city through
a very tricky time. I'm
recommending we reap-

4
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BANK

point him for four years,”
said Cox.

He also spoke of the
new Police Chief, Jared
Mclver, and is optimistic
about his plans to help
move Minden forward
from a safety standpoint.
“I'm really excited about
what Mclver is doing
to make our city safer.
That'’s a big part of a city’s
success, is fostering a
safe environment. The
things that he’s told me
about what he wants to
do makes me feel good
about our future from a
safety standpoint and,
from a budget stand-
point, I'm going to do
what I can to support the
police,” said Cox.

Lastly, Cox once again
expressed his thanks to
the people of Minden for
voting him into office,
and he aims to make the
most of the chance he’s
been given.

“I'm really grateful
for the opportunity to
be able to serve Minden
in this way. I'm very ex-
cited about our future. I
don’t take it lightly that
the citizens elected me.
It just makes me even
more want to take this
opportunity by the reins
and do a great job with
it,” said Cox.

Starting a new business isn’t simple.

If you're looking to start or grow your own
business, bIBANK can help you establish a

seamless plan for future growth.

DREW BREES

ANK Client

Member

8!
2
3!

Get trusted, expert service.

b1BANK.com/business

COMMERCIAL LENDING | CHECKING | SAVINGS | TREASURY MANAGEMENT
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