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 The storms that swept 
through northwest Loui-
siana on Friday evening 
caused some extra work 
for emergency personnel 
around Minden and the 
rest of Webster Parish.

The Minden Fire De-
partment’s first call this 
evening was for a pos-
sible lightning strike on 
the 3-story white house 
across from the library.

“It is still under inves-
tigation, but it was likely 
to have been a lightning 

strike,” said Minden Fire 
Chief Brian Williams.

They were called away 
immediately afterwards 
to deal with a downed 
tree on Wilderness Trail.

While Minden has not 
experienced a great num-
ber of emergency calls 
this evening, other de-
partments in the parish 
are attending many other 
calls, mostly dealing with 
downed trees.

At the time of this writ-
ing, there is still at least 
one more band of storms 
expected through the 
area.

AMBER MCDOWN

Minden Press-Herald

On March 23 at the 

First Methodist Church, 

the United Christian As-

sistance Program (UCAP) 

held its annual Hunger-

fest Dessert Auction for 

the first time since the 

pandemic started. This 

event is a fundraiser 

which is used to help re-

plenish funds that UCAP 

has spent helping people 

in Minden. 

UCAP’s mission is to of-

fer emergency assistance 

to those in need in south 

Webster Parish. They re-

ceive no government as-

sistance, but rely solely on 

area churches, local orga-

nizations, and individuals 

for support. They tend to 

receive plenty of dona-

tions of food and clothing, 

but it’s cash that is always 

needed.

“Mainly right now it’s 

for utilities,” said Char-

lotte Jones of UCAP. “Last 

year we spent something 

like $55,000 on utili-

ties and maybe another 

$5,000 on rent and emer-

gency lodging.”

Elected officials such as 

Mayor Nick Cox, former 

Mayor Tommy Davis, and 

Assessor Denise Edwards 

as well as many commu-

nity leaders turned out 

to have an entertaining 

evening bidding on hand 

crafted delectables and 

enjoying the antics of the 

two auctioneers, Dr. Rich-

ard Campbell and Tracy 

Campbell. A misplaced 

head nod or a scratched 

nose could easily end 

with a new cake to take 

home. But the bidders 

weren’t shy about helping 

this good cause, and one 

cake went for over $300. 

Tracy Campbell even 

managed to sell an empty 

platter as a “fat free, sugar 

free, everything free cake” 

for $400.

By the end of the eve-

ning, UCAP had raised 

over $8,600 to help people 

in need of emergency as-

sistance.

“We would like to ex-

press our appreciation 

to everybody that got in-

volved and bought cakes 

and baked cakes and 

served at the function. 

We’re just grateful to this 

community,” said Jones.
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Hungerfest cake auction 
raises dough for those in need
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UCAP’s Hungerfest and 
Cake Auction raised 
over $8,600 on March 23 
to help people in need 
around south Webster 
Parish.

WEATHER

Historic home 
possibly struck by 

lightning

Webster Parish voters approve library funding 
renewal — Jerri Lee elected school board 

member for District 9
AMBER MCDOWN
Minden Press-Herald

On Saturday, March 25, 
Webster Parish residents 
voted to renew the current 
operating millage for Web-
ster Parish Libraries, and 
the residents of District 9 
elected Jerri Lee to repre-
sent them on the Webster 
Parish School Board.

It was crucial for the li-
brary to get this renewal 
on their operating millage 
of 12.39 mills for the next 
ten years because those 
monies make up 97% of 
the library revenue used to 
provide services to all resi-
dents throughout the par-
ish. The renewal passed 
with 79% (1,433) of the 
votes. 

“As a library system, 
success is measured by 
the ability to positively im-
pact the lives of the people 
you serve,” said Savannah 
Jones, Director of Web-
ster Parish Libraries. “This 
impact extends well be-
yond the individuals who 
regularly visit their local 
libraries, and the ultimate 
goal is to strengthen and 
empower surrounding 
communities. Your local 
libraries are doorways that 
lead to new opportuni-
ties, whether it is by put-
ting people on the path to 
literacy, advancing tech-
nological know-how in a 
technology-driven world, 
or by providing the means 
to advance one’s career.  
Libraries are community 

hubs that connect people 
to people and people to 
resources. It’s a vital sup-
port system and one that 
cannot exist without the 
support of the people it 
serves.”

“When our libraries are 
put on the ballot for con-
tinued funding, the value 
of our libraries in the eyes 
of the people we serve is 
directly reflected by the 
outcome”, said Jones. “The 
results determine not only 
the library system’s future, 
but the future of all lo-
cal communities and the 
people within them. Our 
libraries serve as a driving 
force toward success start-
ing with the individual. 
All people, regardless of 
situational circumstances, 

have access to the tools 
necessary for academic 
and personal growth. Not 
only does this growth 
directly benefit the indi-
vidual, but it indirectly de-
velops a stronger, thriving 
parish.”

“We know how impor-
tant it is for people to stay 
connected within our 
communities. Our librar-
ies provide a means to 
make those connections 
possible through the re-
sources and services of-
fered. In my opinion, 
Webster Parish Libraries 
serve as a catalyst that not 
only brings people, of all 
ages and backgrounds, to-
gether, but connects them 
to resources needed for 
success,” said Kim Sen-

tell, Director of Marketing 
for Webster Parish Librar-
ies. “Strong communities 
are made up of prosper-
ing individuals; libraries 
enhance the likelihood of 
prosperity by providing 
necessary tools that many 
may not otherwise have 
access to. Our library staff 
and board of directors are 
passionate about making 
sure our libraries meet 
the needs of our parish 
residents. Knowing that 
our communities support 
their libraries is touch-
ing beyond words. With 
the passing of the fund-
ing renewal, we can begin 
writing the next chapter 
for your libraries. We look 
forward to growing along 
with our local communi-

ties in the years to come.”

The school board elec-
tion was held to find a 
replacement for Frankie 
Mitchell. Mitchell had de-
cided not to run for reelec-
tion last November but 
since no one else ran for 
the seat, the position was 
left vacant. Mitchell vol-
unteered to remain on the 
board until after this elec-
tion so that her district was 
not left unrepresented. In 
the race between Jerri Lee 
and Jo Ann McWoodson, 
Lee won with 93% (193) of 
the vote. 

These results are con-
sidered unofficial. The 
numbers should be offi-
cially verified by the end of 
the week.

Multiple shootings at Ewell 
Park

CRIME

STAFF REPORT
Minden Press-Herald

Around 8 PM on Sun-
day, March 26 four peo-
ple in Ewell Park were 
shot.

“There were multiple 
victims and multiple 
shooters,” said Minden 
Police Chief McIver.

The victims, Lyaun-
na Kingsby, Dmarrion 
Webb, Royquez She-
hee, and Howard Col-
lins Jr, were all taken to 
the hospital for medical 

treatment. 
“As of 1:30 AM, one 

victim was in ICU, one 
was in surgery, one was 
in the ER, and one re-
leased,” said McIver. 
“There were multiple 
suspects, and we are 
currently still investigat-
ing and working on ar-
rest warrants.”

This investigation is 
still in the initial stages. 
We will update the on-
line story as more infor-
mation becomes avail-
able.



WILL PHILLIPS
Minden Press-Herald

The Iota Rho Omega 
Chapter of Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority, Inc hosted 
the 39th Annual Heritage 
Festival at Webster Jr High 
School this past Saturday. 
This event gives the soror-
ity a platform each year 
to spotlight the talents of 
youth in the areas of art, 
dance, music, speech, 
and quiz bowl. The pur-
pose of this event focuses 
on the sorority’s national 
initiative to “Uplift Our 
Local Community” by 
celebrating excellence 
and stimulating effective 
culture.

“We invited the youth 
to come and present their 
talents. What makes this 
event so special is getting 
to see the kids participate 
in events again. It’s been a 
while since we’ve hosted 
this event due to COVID. 
We’ve been doing it vir-
tually, but now we get to 
see the kids all dressed up 
and performing in per-
son which is outstanding 
and magical. It gives us 
a chance to make them 
feel special and let them 
know they’re important,” 
said Dr. Adrianne Moore, 
President of AKA Iota Rho 
Omega Chapter in Min-
den.

The festival featured a 
wide array of categories 
for students to participate 
in, spanning through the 

arts like dancing, draw-
ing, etc., as well as cat-
egories like quiz bowl for 
the students to flex their 
smarts.

In the Art Category, for 
Grades 3-5 the winners 
were Kimberly Maceda 
in 1st Place, Kimberly 
Maceda 2nd Place, and 
Mahaelee Seamster in 
3rd Place. In Grades 6-8 
the winners were Jamar-
cus McFann in 1st Place, 
Stephanie Maceda in 2nd 
Place, and Zakhyia Rich 
in 3rd Place. In Grades 
9-12 the winner was Jor-
dyn Larry in 1st Place. 

In the category for Mu-
sic, the winner was Car-
rington Hill in 1st Place. 

In the Speech Category 
in the Poetry Division the 
winners were Madison 
Ball in 1st Place, Jaiden 
Jackson in 2nd Place, and 
Kaden McDonald and Ka-
dence Bailey in 3rd Place. 

In the Dance Category 
in the Solo Division the 
winner of First Place was 
La Keondra Jenkins. In 
the Group Division the 
winners were the Min-

den Tideline in 1st Place, 
AKAdemy of Pearls in 2nd 
Place, and Minden Tide-
line in 3rd Place. 

In the Quiz Bowl Cat-
egory the winners were 
Jasmine Sneed in 1st 
Place, Wil’lecia Johnson 
and Addison Walker in 
2nd Place, and Shadavion 
Martin in 3rd Place. 

Just before the events 
ended, AKA took the time 
to share their love and 
appreciation for Adell 
Oliver, a former teacher 
at Webster Jr High who is 
the one credited for creat-
ing the Annual Heritage 
Festival that so many have 
come to enjoy for the past 
39 years.

“I want to thank all the 
parents and the wider 
community who came 
out and supported the 
event and the students. 
We also want to thank the 
teachers who went above 
and beyond, because a lot 
of teachers not only came 
out to show their support, 
but brought some of their 
students as well,” said Dr. 
Moore. 
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AKA celebrates young black 
excellence at Heritage Fest
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Delores (Dee) 
Basco 

In loving memory of Delores 
(Dee) Basco. Born June 28, 1952, in 
Big Springs, Texas. She died March 
20, 2023. Funeral services were held 
Saturday, March 25, 2023, at Ever-
green Union Church in Minden, 
Louisiana with Bro. Floyd Smith 

officiating. Burial followed at Evergreen Cemetery. 
Celebrating her life is her husband Neyland, children, 
grandchildren, great-grandchildren and innumerable 
family and friends.

She was preceded in death by her parents Jerry and 
NoraDel, her early life was spent traveling the world 
during her father’s Air Force career. After a career as a 
nurse, her life was spent in tireless support of her hus-
band, children and family. Always a champion of her 
children, countless “surrogate” children and grand-
children. With her sharp wit and direct honesty she 

supported and encouraged her family in every aspect 
of life.

Throughout her life she maintained a passion for art 
and creativity. Many of her pieces were invited to hang 
in  galleries across the country. She shared her passion 
with her family by teaching, sharing ideas, and often 
helping to create projects. She loved painting, deco-
rating homes, and encouraging bold creativity. She 
inspired many of her children and grandchildren to 
pursue hobbies and careers in creative arts and music.

Her passion for caring for people and family also in-
spired many of her children and grandchildren to pur-
sue careers in healthcare. Always ready to help friends 
and family, one could never doubt that you would be 
fiercely supported, encouraged, and protected with 
honest and compassionate love.

Please join us in continuing to celebrate Dee’s life 
as a dedicated wife, mother, friend and inspiration to 
countless others.

Rose-Neath Funeral Home 
211 Murrell Street 

Minden, Louisiana 71055 

LTC (Ret.) 
LEE DRUE 
HUDSON 

Lee Drue was born in 
Minden, Louisiana, on 
June 22, 1949 -- the 7th of 
9 children born to the late 
Dave Hudson and Tishie 
Warren Hudson. He ac-
cepted Christ at Growing 
Valley Baptist Church un-
der the guidance of the 
late Pastor Jessie H. Dixon. 

He remained a faithful and active Christian servant 
throughout his travels across the country and overseas. 
After moving back to Minden in 2015, he reunited with 
the Growing Valley Missionary Baptist Church where 
he remained an active and faithful member as long as 
his health allowed. 

He attended Growing Valley schools until he went 
to Union Elementary School in Doyline, Louisiana. 
After eighth grade graduation, he attended Webster 
High School in Minden. He was a proud member of 
the Class of 1968 of Webster High. He was a popular 
student, served the class as Sergeant at Arms, and was 
voted most versatile by the senior class. He was also 
captain of the football team. 

Lee Drue was a 1972 graduate of Southern Univer-
sity in Baton Rouge, Louisiana, which he attended on a 
football scholarship, achieving the honor being select-
ed “Mr. Jaguar” of the 1972 football team. He received a 

Bachelor of Science Degree in Accounting from South-
ern. While attending Southern, he became a member 
of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity. 

Lee Drue participated in the Reserve Officers’ Train-
ing Corps (ROTC) while attending Southern University. 
Upon graduation, he was commissioned as a Second 
Lieutenant in the United States Army as a Transporta-
tion Officer. He ultimately achieved the rank of Lieu-
tenant Colonel, retiring after 20 years of honorable 
service. During his twenty years of service, he received 
the Bronze Star, Legion of Merit, Meritorious Service 
Medal-4, Army Commendation Medal-3, Army Unit 
Commendation, National Defense Service Medal-2, 
Southwest Asia Service Medal with 2 SB, Armed Forces 
Reserve Medal, Overseas Service Ribbon- 2, and the 
Kuwait Liberation Medal. 

After his retirement from the army, he worked as a 
Director of Security at East Lake Golf Course in Atlanta, 
Georgia, for Allied Barton Security Company until he 
fully retired in 2013. 

In 1972, Lee Drue married Vernia Dean Allen from 
Minden. On September 2, 2022, they celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary. They had two children- 
Leonard Hudson (who preceded him in death) and 
Adrianne Hudson. 

Lee enjoyed golfing and grilling as often as possible. 
On Sunday, March 12, 2023, Lee passed away quietly 

in his home. 
His memories will be cherished by his wife, Vernia 

Dean Hudson; his daughter, Adrianne Hudson; sis-
ters, Lillie Doris Hudson of Los Angeles, CA, and Peggy 
Hudson Morris of Minden; brother, Dave Hudson of 
Minden; mother-in-law, Velmer Allen; brother-in-law, 
Vincent Allen (Judy); sister-in-law, Wilma Allen; all of 
Minden; and a host of nieces, nephews, relatives, and 
friends. 

Minden man and 
juvenile charged with 
arson and attempted 

murder

CRIME

STAFF REPORT
Minden Press-Herald

On March 15, a Min-
den man and a juvenile 
were arrested on arson 
and attempted mur-
der charges after start-
ing a fire at the shop of 
Dwayne Anders Con-
struction on Pine Street. 
The two suspects — a 
sixteen year old and 
Devon Jones, 18, of Min-
den — used flammable 
liquids they found in 
the shop to set fire to 
a 30-foot long span in-
side and another 10- to 
12-foot long area in the 
back of the building. 

“They used about four 
cans of accelerant that 
they got out of the shop 
and poured it over the 
back of the building,” 
said Dwayne Anders of 
Dwayne Anders Con-
struction. “This is my 
shop, and I was here. I 
have security cameras 
here, and I saw a couple 
of cameras black out, 
and I thought I’d had a 
couple of cameras go 
out. I looked again, and 
it was not completely 
black. At first I thought 
it was foggy, but I looked 
out the front window 
and it was clear out 
there. I went to the cam-
eras and zoomed in, and 
I could see flames on 
the floor. I knew at that 
point I had a fire in the 
shop. And I got out there 
and I found those three 
cans, four cans all piled 
up together and burned. 
That’s when I called the 
police.”

Detective Lt. Kenny 
James was the first to ar-
rive.

“When we arrived 
on scene, the torch was 
still going, the shop was 
still filled with smoke,” 
said Detective James. “I 
called the fire depart-
ment, and they came 
out and assessed it. 
Chief Brian Williams 

called the fire marshals 
in. They did the investi-
gation and determined 
it was arson. During 
the investigation we re-
trieved video from dif-
ferent sources around 
the building, and found 
the two suspects on vid-
eo. We identified them 
through the SRO at Min-
den High, and arrested 
them for arson, attempt-
ed 2nd degree [murder] 
because there were two 
occupants in the build-
ing, and trespassing.”

Mr. Anders was im-
pressed with the work 
of all the departments 
involved: 

“They stayed here 
from 9:30 till about 2:30 
in the morning inves-
tigating, looking for 
evidence. And I just 
can’t say enough about 
them. I mean, they re-
ally worked hard to try 
to figure out who did 
it and get some data to 
help capture them. I was 
just super happy with 
the city police and the 
fire department and the 
State Fire Marshal. They 
were very professional 
and put the time in to 
figure it out. They just 
did an awesome job.”

Fortunately for Mr. 
Anders, the damage 
wasn’t great with, he 
is estimating, less than 
$1,000 in damages.

“I got real lucky. The 
stuff they were trying to 
burn didn’t burn really 
fast so it didn’t spread. 
If it had been over five or 
six feet, it could’ve been 
that whole end of the 
building.”

Jones was booked 
and transported to the 
Bayou Dorcheat Correc-
tional Center. The juve-
nile was sent to the Ware 
Youth Center.

All subjects are pre-
sumed innocent until 
proven guilty in a court 
of law.

Employees will choose school calendar
EDUCATION

AMBER MCDOWN
Minden Press-Herald

A special meeting of the 
Webster Parish School 
Board was called to dis-
cuss the protocols for 
adopting a new school 
calendar for the 2023-
2024 school year. Prior to 
this meeting a workshop 
was held with the Cal-
endar Committee which 
consists of Charles Strong, 
Jonathan Guthrie, Marga-
ret Edens, and Jerry Lott, 
though all of the school 
board members contrib-
uted to the discussion.

Testing data was re-
leased during the March 
13 school board meet-
ing that shows improve-
ment in overall scores 
for the parish, with most 
students getting back to 
pre-COVID levels. The 
balanced calendar is con-
sidered a factor in this 
success. 

Funding for the inter-
session activities was 
a concern. The district 
has only one more year 

of the federal funds (ES-
SER) which have been 
being used for intensive 
instruction during the in-
tersession breaks. These 
funds have already been 
approved to be used in a 
similar fashion next year, 
but they are not sched-
uled to be available af-
ter that. If the balanced 
calendar continues to be 
used beyond next year, 
there are plans being 
made to replace those 
funds with other Title 
funds. 

“I think that we could 
figure out a way to do it 
that wouldn’t bankrupt 
the system,” said Superin-
tendent Rowland.

If the traditional calen-
dar is selected, amend-
ments will need to be 
filed with the federal gov-
ernment to change what 
activities, etc. the ESSER 
funds can be used for. 
“But we’ll probably be 
leaving money on the ta-
ble,” said Business Direc-
tor Crevonne Odom. 

It was quickly estab-

lished that the decision 
for which calendar to 
choose — the balanced 
calendar for the third 
consecutive year or a re-
turn to the traditional 
calendar — should be de-
termined by a survey of 
all Webster Parish school 
employees. Edens stated, 
“I think these calendars 
are great, and I think I 
have an idea what they’re 
going to choose. But the 
point is, they are going 
to choose for themselves 
and we’re not.” 

President Strong would 
like to find a way to in-
clude all stakeholders in 
this decision, including 
the families who are part 
of the school district.

“I would like to see a 
greater, more active level 
of cooperation between 
all stakeholders,” said 
Strong. “All stakehold-
ers. And that certainly 
includes our employees. 
It also includes families. 
Right now, that is the 
missing puzzle piece to 
me. I would like to spend 

extra time thinking about 
how we can bring them 
into the picture so they 
can have their rightful 
say.”

The determination of 
how to include parents in 
decisions such as which 
calendar to choose was 
not made by the end 
of the meeting, but it is 
something the board is 
still considering.

The survey will be in a 
Google Forms format, and 
it will be set up to keep all 
information anonymous. 
A district email address 
will be required to ac-
cess the survey so each 
employee can vote only 
once. 

The board voted to use 
the survey to allow the 
employees of the district 
to vote on which calendar 
to use next year. The sur-
vey will open on March 
21 and close at 4 PM on 
March 23.

The next school board 
meeting is scheduled for 6 
PM on April 3. The public 
is welcome to attend.

Travis Gene Morgan and 
Mona Moise Morgan

The families of Travis Gene Morgan and Mona Moise 
Morgan, will inter their ashes at Pilgrim’s Rest Ceme-
tery, Palm Sunday, April 2, 2023, at 2:00 pm. Gene died 
August 9, 2021 in Bardstown, KY and Mona died No-
vember 10, 2022 in Ashland, KY.

Gene Morgan was born in 1926 in Shongaloo, Louisi-
ana to Victor and Winnie Morgan. He is survived by his 
sister Nell Morgan Bauer, of Carthage, TX. Gene and 
Mona are also survived by their two children, Kath-
leen Morgan Filkins and David Gene Morgan, by their 

granddaughter Rachael Turner (Justin), and their two 
great-grandchildren Wyatt and Garrett Turner.

Mona Moise Morgan was born in Baton Rouge, Loui-
siana in 1930 to Harry Moise and Mildred Bruce. Gene 
and Mona met at the Methodist Student Union while 
attending L.S.U.; they married in 1948 and their union 
lasted over 70 years. After living in Louisiana, Texas, 
Mississippi, Indiana, and New Jersey, the Morgans fi-
nal home was in Kentucky.

Morgan and Moise family members will gather at Pil-
grim’s Rest where the service will be officiated by the 
Reverend James Sewell of Nashville, TN, a long-term 
family friend. After the service, family and friends will 
gather at the Huffman House in Minden, Louisiana. 
Bailey Funeral Home is in charge of the interment.

Sue Martin Kemmerly
Sue Martin Kemmerly passed away suddenly in Min-

den, Louisiana on Monday, March 20, 2023. Sue was 
born in Arcadia, Louisiana, to Aline and Pete Martin on 
September 1, 1940, grew up in Jonesboro-Hodge, and 
spent most of her adult life in Minden. 

Sue was preceded in death by her mother, Aline 
Martin Parker, her father, Pete Martin, her sister, Gloria 
Martin Pyle, and her grandson, William Reece Kem-
merly. She is survived by her son, Dave Kemmerly 
(Felicity) of Franklin, Tennessee, Kelly Woodard (Pat) 
of Minden, Lousiana, and four grandchildren, Noah 
Woodard, Katharyn Woodard, Alden Kemmerly, Emer-
son Kemmerly, and nephew, Scott Pyle. 

Sue joined First United Methodist Church in 1966, 
served as Superintendent of Sunday School, and en-
joyed working with the youth programs for many years. 
She was also a member of the Junior Service League 
and Young Women’s Service Club. Sue was an avid and 
competitive tennis player and passed on her love for 
tennis to her children and grandchildren. Attending 
their tennis and other athletic events was a source of 
great pride and joy. 

Sue was a fiercely devoted, passionate, and loving 
mother to her children and grandchildren, a good 
friend to many, and her vibrant and spunky personality 
will not be forgotten by all those who knew and loved 
her. 

There will be a private family remembrance to cel-
ebrate Sue’s life. 



U.S. Supreme Court Jus-
tice Robert H. Jackson once 
described the tremendous 
power possessed by pros-
ecutors and how critically 
important is the virtue of 
discretion in the exercise of 
that power, whether it per-
tains to a former president 
or any other American citi-
zen.

“With the law books filled 
with a great assortment of 
crimes, a prosecutor stands 
a fair chance of finding at 
least a technical violation of 
some act on the part of al-
most anyone.  In such a case, 
it is not a question of discov-
ering the commission of a 
crime and then looking for 
the man who has committed 
it, it is a question of picking 
the man and then search-
ing the law books, or putting 
investigators to work, to pin 
some offense on him.”

The plan of the Manhat-
tan District Attorney, Alvin 
Bragg, to indict President 
Trump on these facts pres-
ents the most dangerous 
kind of legal abuse.  It’s the 
weaponization of our legal 
system against a political 
enemy when the major-
ity of Americans would only 
support the indictment of a 
former president—who is 
also running for president 
again—for serious offenses 
based upon solid, indisput-
able evidence and within 
the statute of limitations.

We should note that DA 
Bragg’s potential indictment 
of Trump follows numer-

ous campaign trail boasts 
during his pursuit of the DA 
position of his plans to pros-
ecute Trump.  (NY Post).

The charge against Trump 
appears to be falsifying 
business records to pay an 
alleged mistress, a misde-
meanor.  DA Bragg is threat-
ening to increase it to a felo-
ny by alleging it was an illegal 
campaign finance donation 
to Trump’s 2016 presidential 

campaign 
because it 
somehow 
h e l p e d 
T r u m p ’ s 
campaign 
for the al-
l e g a t i o n 
not to be 
exposed.

T h a t ’ s 
laughable. 

F e d -
eral law allows a candidate 
to contribute an unlimited 
amount of money to their 
own campaigns and it’s a 
real stretch to suggest Pres. 
Trump, a multi billionaire, 
was hiding a campaign ex-
penditure with the payment.  
Much more likely is that 
Trump was trying to shush 
the alleged mistress to spare 
himself the public embar-
rassment of that allegation.

Recall that federal prose-
cutors already looked at this 
and didn’t indict and nei-
ther did the Federal Election 
Commission (FEC) find a 
campaign violation.  This al-
leged “crime” also occurred 
approximately 7 years ago 

which means that under the 
statute of limitations it’s too 
late to bring this charge any-
way.

No matter.
The second most laugh-

able part of this story is that 
a key witness in this case is 
Michael Cohen, a former 
Trump lawyer, who was pre-
viously convicted of perjury.  
Of lying under oath.  Do you 
see the complete lack of 
credibility in the despera-
tion to “get Trump” at all 
costs?

Let’s remember all of 
the efforts to destroy Pres. 
Trump:

Two failed impeachment 
efforts, the completely un-
justified and unprecedented 
raid of President Trump’s 
Mar-a-Lago home in Flor-
ida,   The Russia Collusion 
Hoax and the literal attempt 
by the top leadership at the 
FBI to remove a duly elected 
president based upon total 
fabrications that have since 
been conclusively proven to 
be lies. 

What about the Steele dos-
sier lie—the false and mis-
leading information used to 
secure FISA warrants fund-
ed by Hillary Clinton with 
campaign donations—and 
the fraudulent and hugely 
distracting two-year, $32 
million taxpayer-inquisition 
by Robert Mueller that yield-
ed nothing? 

You know what really 
highlights the great partisan 
dishonesty here?

First, the galactic double 

standard with respect to Hill-
ary Clinton’s mishandling 
and destruction of classified 
information before her 2016 
campaign for president: her 
wiping of her server and the 
destruction of her blackber-
ries with hammers. 

Yet, she was never pros-
ecuted. 

Second, the deliber-
ate effort by the FBI to aid 
Joe Biden by suppressing 
the Hunter Biden “laptop 
from hell”—falsely deem-
ing it “foreign disinforma-
tion”—even though we later 
learned that the FBI had 
been in possession of the 
laptop for about a year and 
knew it was credible.

Harvard Law Professor 
Alan Dershowitz, a lifelong 
liberal Democrat who has 
voted against Trump every 
opportunity he has had, 
stated that this proposed 
indictment of Trump is the 
“worst abuse of prosecutori-
al discretion” in the 60 years 
he has practiced criminal 
law.

For the sake of the country 
this must stop.

Americans must come 
together to oppose leftist 
prosecutors who flout legis-
latures, who weaponize the 
law against their political 
opponents, and who attack 
our democracy as though 
they are the source of soci-
ety’s laws, rather than We 
the People.

Royal Alexander is a Shreveport 
attorney.

Louisiana has a treasure 
trove of cultural and historic 
institutions, but you’d never 
know it by the way the Office 
of State Museum runs nine 
state-owned entities entrust-
ed to it. That’s the big take-
away from a recent perfor-
mance audit by Legislative 
Auditor Mike Waguespack.

OSM, also known as the 
Louisiana State Museum, 
operates five museums in 
New Orleans, one in Ba-
ton Rouge and three others 
across the state. It’s part of 
the state Department of Cul-
ture, Recreation and Tour-
ism, which is led by Lt. Gov. 
Billy Nungesser. In a scath-
ing report on the museum’s 
management, Waguespack 
outlined a series of opera-
tional shortcomings.

For example, OSM has not 
had a permanent museum 
director appointed via the 
process outlined in state law 
since May 2016. It has had 11 

directors since 2004 — seven 
who served on an interim 
basis and three since Nun-
gesser took office in 2016. 
Waguespack notes that the 
director’s position has “little 
autonomy and is political in 
nature.” Nungesser, as lieu-
tenant governor, appoints all 
21 members of the State Mu-
seum Board.

The report says OSM also 
suffers from low employee 
morale and lacks a com-
prehensive strategic plan, 
a detailed budget and suf-
ficient marketing resources. 
Waguespack suggests the 
museum prioritize hiring a 
new director. The heart of 
the problem, however, is the 
political nature of the muse-
um’s governance.

That wasn’t always the 
case. In the early 1970s, 
then-Gov. Edwin Edwards 
appointed an independent 
board and allowed it to hire 
a director based on qualifi-

cations — a novel concept in 
Louisiana. The board hired 
32-year-old Robert Mac-
donald, who served 11 years 
as museum director (1974-
1985) and oversaw some of 
its best years.

Under Macdonald, the 
museum achieved Ameri-
can Alliance of Museums 
accreditation, hosted enor-
mously popular exhibitions 
such as “The Sun King: Louis 
XIV and the New World,” and 
restored the Old U.S. Mint in 
New Orleans, the Old State 
Capitol in Baton Rouge and 
the State Exhibit Museum in 
Shreveport. The board also 
created the Louisiana Mu-
seum Foundation in 1981 to 
expand private support.

Sadly, most of that success 
has gone away, a victim of 
political meddling.

In response to the audit, 
Nungesser suggested merg-
ing his nine museums with 
nine overseen by Secretary 

of State Kyle Ardoin and 
creating regional entities to 
manage them. Ardoin, who 
oversees the Old State Capi-
tol, declined. “We will not be 
altering how the museums 
under our agency are man-
aged,” he said. “We are proud 
of the work our museum staff 
has done across Louisiana.”

Any meaningful reform 
must include taking OSM 
out from under the thumb of 
politicians. That will require 
legislation — itself a major 
political hurdle.

One promising option, 
which Macdonald first sug-
gested in a 2004 analysis, is 
for the state to consider a 
public-private partnership. 
He cites as an example New 
York City’s Cultural Institu-
tions Group, a collaborative 
of private nonprofits that 
manage 34 publicly owned 
entities, including the Bronx 
Zoo, Carnegie Hall, the Met-
ropolitan Museum of Art 

and the Lincoln Center — to 
name just a few.

The Audubon Nature In-
stitute uses the same model 
to manage several popular 
public entities in New Or-
leans. BREC operates a su-
perb array of parks and at-
tractions in Baton Rouge. 
Though their governance 
differs slightly, Audubon 
and BREC share a key attri-
bute: Each has a dedicated 
property tax millage. Citizen 
engagement likewise helps 
insulate both from political 
interference.

“People need to take lead-
ership. They need to come 
forward and demand better,” 
Macdonald said recently. 
“There are good examples 
around the country of how 
this can be done. Louisiana 
can take the best of them 
and come up with a plan for 
how to move forward.”

If citizens lead, the politi-
cians will follow.

There are so many things 
I could write about -- like 
what it was like not to have 
electricity, running water 
or what it was like to ride  
to town in a horse drawn 
wagon until 1955 -- or what 
it was to grow up in an abu-
sive orphanage but maybe 
this will perk your interest.                                                                                                                  
It was in March 2014 that  a 
I decision was made  by the 
International Coffee Orga-
nization to initiate the first  
International Coffee Day in 
March in Milan. Since then 
there are too many coffee 
awareness days to celebrate 
lets just say everyday should 
be a coffee awareness day.                                                                                                                                             
            I cherish my  fond  
memory  of drinking coffee 
that goes way back to  when 
I was just able to sit in a high 
chair. My dad would fill my 
coffee cup half full with fresh 
cows milk, from the cow he 

had just milked before we 
got of bed.

This is as much a tribute to 
my father 
as the cof-
fee itself 
-- my fa-
ther, who 
died when 
I was  ten.

My story 
isn’t about 
stat ist ics 
but I will 
add that 
one sur-

vey noted that three quarter 
of American adults drink 
coffee and 53% drink at least 
one cup per day. Unlike my-
self, I drink at least three big 
cups every morning.

I must mention that about 
twenty five years ago I got 
spoiled when I discovered 
hazel nut.

Then about five ago years 

ago I couldn’t find it in my 
favorite store so I checked 
around and couldn’t find it 
in any of our neighboring 
stores.  I went online and 
found  out how to  buy cof-
fee  straight from the com-
pany.  I ordered enough to 
last  at least six weeks. About 
a year later I finally I noticed 
about four or five cans on 
the shelf.I bought them all  
and my children stocked up 
on it too anytime our coffee 
could be found.

You caught me --- yes all 
three of my children are 
daily coffee drinkers. My 
daughter began drinking 
her share of coffee when she 
was about three years of age, 
just like me, only coffee and 
cream.

If you want to have good 
conversations around the 
table keep a pot brewing.

In many ways one of my 

dearest friends, the late 
Joyce Moore,  shared so 
much back and forth con-
versation, with me around  
the table laden with a steam-
ing pot of coffee. She helped 
me in many ways to  to grow 
and find myself after the age 
of thirty. Coffee helped us to 
open up and have good con-
versation and she helped 
me to trust and be myself.

She always said “our 
friends help us test the wa-
ters” and we did it better 
over coffee.

“They” say that coffee will 
stunt a child’s growth.

Well look at me now at 
the age of seventy-five I feel 
great!

Contact Sarah at sarahp9957@
aol.com
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OPINION

The Advocate: Lawmakers should free State Museum from politics

It is reckless and dangerous to indict 
Trump for political reasons

OPINION

INSPIRATION

SARAH 
HUDSON 
PIERCE

Everyday should be coffee drinking awareness day



MINDEN PRESS-HERALD | MINDEN, LA                                                                                                                                                                                                                  WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29, 2023 | 5

Sports Russell Hedges, Sports Editor
rhedges@spechtnewspapers.com

HIGH SCHOOL BOYS  BASKETBALL

HIGH SCHOOL BASEBALL

HIGH SCHOOL TRACK AND FIELD

 A Celebration of Champions
SHAWN WHITE
Special to The Press-Herald

JHow many teams can 
you say had a 100-game 
winning streak? 

The UConn Women had 
a streak of 111 games from 
Nov. 23, 2014,  through 
March 31, 2017.  The Ken-
tucky Wildcats had a home 
streak of 129 games from 
January 4, 1943 to January 
8, 1955.

You can add the Sib-
ley Raiders from 1978-80 
to that list. They won 100 
consecutive games over the 
seasons. What they all have 
in common is that they are 
all celebrated.  That’s what 
happened at the Minden 
Recreation Center last Sat-
urday night.

The 1979 team achieved 
the national record for the 
best perfect season, finish-
ing 59-0 and capping it off 
with a second consecutive 
Class B state championship.

They had broken the 
previous record that was 
held by Snook, Texas, at 
52-0. 

Unless the LHSAA 
changes the rules, this re-
cord has no threat of be-
ing broken as teams are no 
longer allowed to play that 
many games.   According to 
MaxPreps, the Raiders 100-
wins holds the seventh lon-
gest winning streak in prep 
high school history.   

After getting drubbed in 
the Haughton Tripleheader 
by Haughton 69-53, little 
did Northwest Louisiana 
basketball know was about 
to hit it.  The streak began 
with a win on Jan. 5, 1979 
with a 69-38 win over Cot-
ton Valley in the Sarepta 
tournament.

The Raiders capped the 
new streak with a win over 
Shongaloo in the tourna-

ment finals. The Raid-
ers would win the next 24 
games giving Sibley its first 
state championship with a 
41-36 victory over Midland 
in the Class B finals.  

“When we won our first 
championship,”  Carl Miles 
said, “then we were unde-
feated.  We came back that 
second year and we started 
winning like 20 games in a 
row to 25 games in a row.

“Right there then, we 
were onto something. 
Teams we were supposed 
to lose to we began to beat.  
We saw the chemistry that 
we had; it was just some-
thing wonderful and spe-
cial. We are going to ride it 
out as long as we can.”

Sibley rolled through 
the 1980 season, going 58-0 
while taking its second state 
championship with a win 
over Holy Rosary 72-61 in 
the 1980 Class B title game.

“It’s kind of mind bog-
gling,”  Deware Jones said.  
“We didn’t recognize what 
we were doing when we did 
it.  We now recognize that 
we really did something.  It 
means that we have a re-
cord of 58-0 and no one will 
ever be able to break that 
because they can’t play that 
many games anymore.

“So we are proud of that. 
We’ve got something that 
no one can ever take away 
from us. We want everyone 
here to know what we’ve 
done.”

The Raiders went into 
the 1981 season looking like 
the streak would not end. 
They entered their own in-
vitational tournament with 
a 15-0 record. 

Win No. 98 came as the 
Raiders rolled over Sarepta 
77-37. Win No. 99 came 
with a quarterfinal 82-51 
win over Ringgold.

The Raiders were one 
win away from a streak in 
triple digits.  Sibley faced 
Benton in the semifinals. 
The Tigers had given the 
Raiders’ trouble earlier in 
the week on Tuesday as 
Myles had to hit clutch free 
throws in the final minute 
to get the 50-44 win.

The Raiders now faced 
the 100-victory mark on 
Nov. 23, a Saturday after-
noon. Sibley got that 100th 
win 74-56. Myles scored 29. 
Jimmy Germany netted 21. 
Charlie Sheppard scored 18. 

“We were in a state of 
shock,”  Myles said. “We 
were at 100 and we were 
like ‘Wow, we did it.’  It was 
like we got 100 games, what 
do we do, we are going to 
keep going.”

“When we got to 50 
we knew it was something 
special,” Russel Miles said.  
“We could possibly take 

it up to 70, 80, 90, or 100 
games and we did.”

“We were determined to 
not lose,” Jones said.  “We 
were raised together and 
all we had to do was con-
centrate and do what we 
do.  We started out at two 
feet tall playing together.  
We were not worried about 
any of those.  We comple-
mented each other and we 
did what we had done all 
our lives.” 

The finals were that 
Saturday night against the 
archrival Doyline Panthers.

The battle of the two 
unbeatens was set as Sib-
ley had come in 18-0 and a 
streak of 100 while Doyline 
had a 9-0 record. Accord-
ing to the Shreveport Times 
article “Sibley Streak Ends” 
on Nov. 23, 1980, Sibley 
was behind late in the game 
and was down by five. 

Sibley came back to 

within two but a late rally 
would not be allowed by the 
Panthers.  Doyline would 
prevail 64-62, not only end-
ing the streak but also tak-
ing the Sibley tournament 
title.

The Raiders had run 
into a hot Panthers team 
that was led by Anthony 
Walker’s 36 points. Shep-
pard had led the Raiders 
with 22 points. Myles added 
21 and Germany chipped in 
15. The rivalry had a new 
flavor to it between the two 
schools.

“It was heartbreaking,” 
Myles said.  “But every good 
thing must come to an end.  
It was heartbreaking.  We 
took it with our chin up.  
We knew it was going to 
happen, but we never knew 
who or when it would hap-
pen.  Sad it had to be Doy-
line, but hey can’t win them 
all.”

The Raiders avenged the 
loss the next weekend in 
the Shongaloo tournament 
which Sibley won. 

If you talk to the mem-
bers of this legendary 
squad, though, they will all 
point the credit to the Loui-
siana Hall of Fame coach 
Don Stahl.

Stahl came to Sibley 
when the forced integration 
of Heflin, Dubberly, and 
Central occurred. He had 
been the head coach of a 
very successful Heflin.

Stahl actually reached a 
milestone during the streak 
as win No. 62 was his 500th 
victory.

The coach was even 
mentioned in the March 10, 
1980 edition of Sports Illus-
trated in the Faces In The 
Crowd section announcing 
the Raiders 71st win in the 
streak.   Stahl would go on 
to accumulate a 824-435 

Former Sibley players look back on two seasons of remarkable success

SHAWN WHITE/SPECIAL TO THE PRESS-HERALD
Members of the 1978-79 and 1979-80 Sibley teams were honored during a banquet last Saturday night at the Minden Rec Center.

See, SIBLEY, Page 6

Parish athletes post high finishes in Bossier meet
RUSSELL HEDGES
Minden Press-Herald

North Webster fresh-
man sprinter Jkobe Lawson 
continued the outstanding 
start to high school career 
with first- and second-place 
finishes in the Don Millen 
Bossier Bearkat Relays last 
week at Benton’s Tiger Sta-

dium.
After coming up just 

short in the 100-meter dash, 
Lawson came back to win 
the 200 in 22.80  seconds. 

Haughton’s John Hud-
son Brown finished second 
in 23.19. Earlier in the day, 
Brown edged Lawson by a 
mere .03 in the 100. Law-
son ran an 11.29 to Brown’s 

11.26.
Lawson also helped the 

Knights finish fourth in 
4X100 and 4X200 relays. 
In both events, he teamed 
with Avante Curry, Braedon 
Robertson and Jameson 
Harden. 

They ran a 45.12 in the 
4X100 and a 1:33.09 in the 
4X200. Haughton won both 

events in 43.15 and 1:31.47, 
respectively.

Glenbrook’s Chase Sen-
tell finished second in the 
110 hurdles in 17.31. Haugh-
ton’s Tyler Stewart won in 
16.92.

The Lakeside foursome 
of Omero Urbina, Jay-
lon Jackson, Jordan Case 
and JaCoby Curry finished 

fourth in the 4X400 relay in 
3:43.45. North DeSoto won 
in 3:35.57.

North Webster finished 
seventh out of 15 teams that 
posted scores.

In the girls division, 
North Webster’s  Naveah 
Watts finished second in the 
100 in 13.05. Airline’s Jay-
cie Wallace won in 12.83.

Watts teamed with De-
maiyh Moore, Tomiyah 
Hawthorne and Markiau 
Scott for a fourth-place fin-
ish in the 4X200 relay. They 
ran a 1:48.68. Airline won in 
1:44.77.

North Webster’s  Anekah 
Coleman took third in the 
27.74. Airline’s Ke’Zyriah 
Sykes won in 26.69.

Lakeside gets win over Minden;
North Webster has good week

RUSSELL HEDGES
Minden Press-Herald

In a battle of parish 
teams, Lakeside defeated 
Minden 5-2 at Lakeside last 
week behind some strong 
pitching performances.

Warriors starter Jordan 
Isbell allowed three hits 
and no earned runs in four 
innings. Cooper Chase al-
lowed one hit and walked 
one in two innings of relief. 
CJ Watts pitched the sev-
enth for the save. He didn’t 
allow a hit and walked one.

Lakeside took a 1-0 lead 
in the bottom of the second 
on Matthew Aguilera’s two-

out single.
Minden tied it in the top 

of the third on a sacrifice fly 
by Jakobe Jackson.

The Warriors regained 
the lead with two in the 
bottom of the inning on a 
Jon Jon Dick sacrifice fly 
and a Cade Boley single 
with two outs.

The Tide got within one 
on Landyn Huddleston’s 
steal of home in the top of 
the fourth.

Chase, who doubled to 
start the inning, scored on 
a passed ball in the bottom 
of the fourth.

The Warriors’ final run 
came in the sixth. Cour-

tesy runner Eli Santileces 
scored on a passed ball 
with two outs. Dick led off 
the inning with a double.

Brandon Winston had 
two of Minden’s five hits, 
including a double.

Brody Bower scattered 
six hits and allowed no 
earned runs.

Lakeside also dropped a 
tough 7-6 decision to Byrd 
in eight innings and fell to 
Claiborne Christian 4-1.

Jon Jon Dick had two 
doubles against Byrd. CJ 
Watts had two hits against 
Claiborne Christian.

Lakeside entered this 
week 10-8.

North Webster had a 
good week, going 3-1. The 
Knights defeated LaSalle 
10-2, Plain Dealing 19-1 
and Stanley 11-6 and lost to 
Family Community 9-7.

Collin McKenzie went 
4-for-5 against LaSalle. He 
also allowed just three hits 
and struck out nine in 5 1/3 
innings.

Cooper Sanders had 
three hits, including two 
doubles, against Stanley. 
McKenzie and Sawyer 
Wages also had three hits 
each.

North Webster entered 

See, BASEBALL, Page 6

HIGH SCHOOL SOFTBALL

Successful week for parish teams
RUSSELL HEDGES
Minden Press-Herald

Four parish teams 
notched at least two wins 
last week.

The  Glenbrook Lady 
Apaches had a very busy 
week. They played six 
games and went 3-3.

Glenbrook started with 
lopsided District 1-1A vic-

tories over Plain Dealing, 
18-2, and Ringgold, 24-4.

The Lady Apaches fell 
to St. Mary’s 4-2 then went 
1-2 in the Quitman tour-
nament, defeating Sum-
merfield 16-6 and losing to 
Oak Grove 10-3 and Cedar 
Creek 18-5.

Vivian Still, Hallie Har-
mon and Colby Hollis had 
three hits apiece in the 

three-inning game against 
Ringgold.

Harmon and Still both 
hit home runs. Harmon 
had five RBI. Izzy McMil-
lon had a home run and 
two RBI.

Hollis hit a home run 
against Oak Grove. She 
also had a triple, double 
and four RBI against Sum-
merfield. Harmon had two 

hits and three RBI.
Glenbrook entered this 

week 11-9.
Minden went 3-1. The 

Lady Tiders defeated Bossi-
er 17-0 and Woodlawn 16-0 
in District 1-4A games. 
They also defeated Calvin 
13-3 and lost to Quitman 
13-1 in the Quitman tour-

See, SOFTBALL, Page 6
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BLACK BAYOU – 
Crappie have moved up 
closer to the banks with 
best catches made around 
brush on shiners or jigs. 
Bass are improved with 
slow rolling spinner baits 
working around the trees. 
No report bream. Contact 
Honey Hole Tackle Shop 
323-8707 for latest infor-
mation.

BUSSEY BRAKE – 
Big bass are continuing to 
be caught on soft plastics 
around the trees. Crappie 
are scattered around the 
brush and fair. For latest 
information, contact the 
Honey Hole at 323-8707.

OUACHITA RIVER 
– The water is still high 
with reports of crappie 
being caught up the bay-
ou on shiners of jigs. No 
report on bass. For latest 
information, contact the 
Honey Hole Tackle Shop 
at 323-8707.

LAKE D’ARBONNE 
– This recent cold snap 
have moved crappie back 
into deeper water but as it 
warms up, they’ll be back 
in the shallow spawning 
areas. Bass fishing has 
been moving in and out 
depending on weather 
but should be back in the 
shallows as the big fe-
males are getting ready to 
move in. Bream should be 
showing up around shal-
low bedding areas soon 
and lots of catfish were 
caught fishing cold worms 
and night crawlers off the 
banks. For latest informa-
tion, call Anderson Sport 
Center at 368-9669 or 
Honey Hole Tackle Shop 
at 323-8707.

LAKE CLAIBORNE 
– Bass have moved back 
from the beds but will 

be moving back in as the 
weather starts to warm. 
A few good ones to over 9 
pounds have been caught 
this past week. Crap-
pie are still best fishing 
around brush with jigs 
and shiners picking up 
some fish as they too will 
be moving in to spawn as 
water temperatures warm 
up. No report on bream or 
catfish. For latest infor-
mation, call Kel’s Cove at 
927-2264 or Terzia Tackle 
at 278-4498.

CANEY LAKE – Al-
though this cold snap 
has slowed fishing, sight 
fishing for bedded bass 
has been fairly successful 
with soft plastics, topwa-
ters crank baits, spinners 
and jerk baits working 
best. Crappie are still in 
fairly deep water around 
brush and hitting shiners 
or jigs but will be moving 
in to spawn as the weath-
er warms. No report on 
bream or catfish.. For in-
formation contact Caney 
Lake Landing at 259-
6649, Hooks Marina at 
249-2347, Terzia Tackle 
at 278-4498 or the Honey 
Hole Tackle Shop at 323-
8707.

LAKE POVERTY 
POINT – Catfishing 
is good. Crappie have 
backed off the banks with 
cooler weather moving 
them back. Bass fishing 
has improved. No report 
on bream. For latest re-
ports, call Poverty Point 
Marina at 318/878-0101.

LAKE YUCATAN – 
The water is falling but 
is still over the road for 
the next week or so. No 
fishermen this week. For 
information, call Surplus 
City Landing at 318/467-
2259.

Fishing ReportSilverfin the new ragondin?
OUTDOORS

SIBLEY
Continued from Page 5

GLYNN HARRIS

Remember “ragon-
din”? I didn’t think so. 
Several years ago, the 
Louisiana Department of 
Wildlife and Fisheries in 
an effort to find a market 
for an exotic wildlife spe-
cies threatening our coast-
al marsh introduced a wild 
game food source that was 
readily available and vir-
tually free for the taking. 
Add to that the fact that 
ragondin is delicious and 
nutritious and Louisiana 
residents should jump all 
over it and add it to their 
list of favorite wild game 
to eat. 

It didn’t work; Louisi-
ana folks, well-known for 
being willing to eat just 
about anything, turned 
their noses up at eating 
ragondin, which is actu-
ally a nice name for nu-
tria, or nutria-rats. I have 
eaten nutria and to tell 
the truth, it’s good. I ad-
mit, however, it wasn’t 
easy getting the image of 
those ugly creatures with 
big yellow buck teeth out 
of my mind. Thus, nutria 
continue to munch away 
at our coastline largely be-
cause Louisiana residents 
weren’t willing to munch 
on ragondin.

Today there is another 
creature threatening to do 
harm to Louisiana’s fisher-
ies and the LDWF is once 
again attempting to get 
residents to give this new 
delicacy, “silver fin”, a try. 

Silver fin, like ragon-
din, is a nice way of saying 
“carp”, not just any carp 
but two species of Asian 
carp, exotic species that 
are competing with our 
native fish. These two, the 
bighead carp and the silver 
carp, are already in plenti-
ful supply in the Missis-
sippi River and all tribu-
taries and distributaries 
of the river. Both species 

are filter feeders, compet-
ing with such species as 
paddlefish and shad and 
the young of all species of 
recreational and commer-
cial fish.

The more popular of 
the two, the silver carp, 
is the fish you’ve seen on 
outdoor fishing shows 
jumping out of the water 
at the approach of an out-
board engine and slam-
ming into boats and boat-
ers, sometimes inflicting 
injuries and damage to 
boat windshields and elec-
tronicequipment.

They can weigh up 
to 60 pounds and a fly-
ing carp smashing into a 
boater going 50 mph can 
deliver a blow like a Mike 
Tyson haymaker. On a 
writer’s trip to south Loui-
siana several years ago, I 
had a 30 pounder smash 
into the windshield of the 
boat I was riding in inches 
from my face. After recov-
ering from the shock of 
nearly having to replace 
my dentures, I thanked the 

Lord for strong plexiglass.
In an effort to slow the 

spread of these fish – they 
can’t be eradicated -  the 
LDWF called on renowned 
Chef Philippe Parola, to 
find ways these fish can be 
prepared so our residents 
will fill their freezers and 
frying pans with “silver 
fin”. Hopefully this experi-
ment will work better than 
trying to get nutria into 
our crock pots.

I haven’t had the op-
portunity to taste silver 
fin but from the video clip 
I saw, the flesh is white 
and tender and can be pre-
pared into tasty looking 
dishes.

The only problem is 
that both the bighead and 
silver carp have “floating” 
bones that are not easily 
separated from the flesh. 
This calls to mind a fish 
I used to catch and try 
to eat, the chain pickerel 
or better known to north 
Louisiana anglers as the 
jackfish. Jacks are deli-
cious but the flesh is filled 

with small bones which 
meant we usually released 
them rather than have to 
wrestle with all the bones. 

I recall watching Rus-
ton’s super-chef, the late 
Mrs. Ethel Stone, taking 
jackfish filets, bones in-
tact, and using her pres-
sure cooker to virtually 
dissolve the bones and 
making some croquettes 
or fish cakes, much like 
those made with salmon 
or crab meat. They were 
delicious. 

Chef Parola uses two 
methods of dealing with 
silver fin bones. One 
method, steaming the fi-
lets, leaves the bones in 
the flesh but makes them 
easier to remove. The oth-
er method, deboning, is 
more complicated but can 
be done.

So Louisiana, are you 
ready to do your part in 
creating a new market for 
a troublesome fish? If so, 
give silver fin, the ragon-
din of the river, a try. 

You go first; I’ll wait.

COURTESY PHOTO
Silver Carp have the nasty habit of leaping into the air at the approach of boats creating hazards for 
boaters.

record over his career.  
“Coach Stahl was an ab-

solute genius,” Sheppard 
said. “He had us ready.  He 
had us prepared.  We have 
to give him all the credit 
for the success we had.  
You can’t go and win if 
you’re not prepared.”   

“Coach Stahl was a dis-
ciplinarian but in a good 
way,” Jones said.  “He was 
rough but you will come 
out successful because he 
knew what he was doing.  
He was very strict in a good 
way.  He made sure that 
we did what we were sup-
posed to do as far as run-
ning.  He got us into shape.  
He taught us a lot of plays.  
That was important to us.”

Stahl even after the 
streak knew his team was 
strong and felt his “team’s 
reputation works to its 
advantage in the form of 
a psychological advantage 
over opponents” accord-
ing to a  Dec. 15, 1980 ar-
ticle by Phil Wehrle of The 
Times.

Stahl was quoted saying 
“We stress to the kids that 
we are used to winning,” he 
said.  “This is no place for 
losers.  Sometimes I think 
we have a 10-point advan-
tage against some teams 
before we ever start the 
game.  We’ve beaten five or 
six teams that were more 
talented than us.” 

One of the key players 
in the 100 game streaks 
was Willie Jackson.  The 
Louisiana High School 
Hall of Famer didn’t run 
the whole 100-game gam-
bit but ended with the 58-0 
state championship.

Jackson headed to play 
at Centenary , which was 
a Division I school at the 
time, and won the TAAC 
Player of the Year three 
consecutive years.

Jackson credits his suc-
cess and his drive to his 
coach’s values that were 
instilled in him. 

““Tough,”  he said. “He 
was one of a kind.  He was a 
disciplinarian but he loved 
you. He had tough love.  
We need a lot of that today.  
He could be your friend but 
he also was going to push 
you to be the best that you 
could be and that’s impor-
tant.  He was a father figure 
to us all. We knew when we 
got around him we were 
going to do our best.  That’s 
what he expected through-
out our lives.”   

Jackson continued 
about how the two were a 
lot alike.

“Discipline, play-
ing hard. Everything we 
learned from Coach Stahl.  
That’s what it was all about. 
I had a work ethic because 
I had a passion.  I wanted 
to be the best that I could 

possibly be.
“I didn’t want the other 

person in front of me to 
outplay me.  In some re-
spect, I was just like Coach 
Stahl.  I didn’t want anyone 
to beat me.  I took that be-
cause he was a winner.  I 
just wanted to be a winner 
all time.  He instilled in us 
that if you play hard good 
things will happen.

The Sibley High School 
Raiders are now the rejuve-
nated Lakeside Warriors.  
The old Sibley High School 
still partly exists as Sibley 
City Hall now. 

The halls where these 
players roamed are partly 
gone and now is a town 
park.  The brotherhood of 
the Sibley basketball 1979-
81 is still strong though

“It’s like none other,” 
Sheppard said.  “We’ve al-
way been close.  We grew up 
together in the same com-
munity. It’s like a brother-
hood in itself. It was easy 
to come together and play 
because we’ve known each 
other.  We played sandlot.  
We play pick-up ball.  We 
did all that together.  It 
was easy to play organized 
ball.  We still communicate 
today.” 

The Sibley Raiders may 
not claim any more titles or 
extended winning streaks, 
but they will always have 
100 reasons to celebrate.

SHAWN WHITE/SPECIAL TO THE PRESS-HERALD
A table with Sibley state championship trophies and other memorabilia was set up in the Minden Rec 
Center for A Celebration of Championships last Saturday.

BASEBALL
Continued from Page 5

this week 14-4.
Minden opened District 

1-4A play with an 18-0 vic-
tory over Booker T. Wash-
ington. Brandon Winston 
had two hits, including a 
home run, and three RBI.

Minden entered this 
week 12-7.

Glenbrook went 1-3. 
The Apaches fell to Ruston 
16-7. Then they traveled to 
Zachary and played three 
close games against the 
Broncos, winning the first 
5-3 and losing the second 
9-7 and third 4-3.

Hayden Harmon al-
lowed just four hits in six 
innings in the first game 
against Zachary.

Cason Clemons had 
two hits.

Landry Powell went 
3-for-4 with a home run 
and triple in the second 
game. Easton Sanders hit a 
two-run home run.

Zachary scored a run in 
the bottom of the seventh 
to win the third game.

Maddox Mandino 
worked three innings with-
out allowing a hit.

Glenbrook went into 
this week 13-8.

Doyline went 1-2. The 
Panthers dropped a pair 
of District 1-B games to 

Weston before defeating 
Bossier 15-0 in four in-
nings.

Benton Bates had three 
RBI and Dakota Stewart 
two against Bossier. Ken-
neth Lee and Bates com-
bined on a one-hitter.

nament
Kylie Ryan, Leigha 

K-Gilbert and Annabelle 
Toland all hit home runs 
against Bossier. 

Ryan went 3-for-4 with 
two doubles and two RBI 
in the six-inning game 
against Calvin.

She also picked up an-
other win in the circle, al-
lowing six hits and one 
earned run with five strike-
outs.

Charli Flournoy went 
2-for-4 with a double and 
three RBI. Jacey Adams 
went 2-for-4 with a double 
and two RBI.

Minden entered this 
week 13-10 overall and 5-1 
in district.

Lakeside went 2-1. The 
Lady Warriors defeated 
Loyola 12-2. They split 
games in the Quitman 
tournament, defeating Cal-
vin 13-3 and losing to St. 

Frederick 11-1.
McKenna Chreene 

pitched a three-hitter 
with 13 strikeouts against 
Loyola.

Laiklyn Squyres went 
4-for-4 with two triples 
and three RBI. Chreene 
also went 3-for-4 with a 
double. 

Hallie Sutton allowed 
five hits and struck out 
eight against Calvin. She 
also went 4-for-5 with 
three doubles and four 
RBI.

Chreene had three hits. 
Emily Jones had two dou-
bles and four RBI.

Lakeside entered this 
week 12-9.

North Webster went 
3-2. The Lady Knights de-
feated North Caddo 16-6, 
Carroll 18-0 and Wossman 
16-0 in District 1-3A games. 
They fell to Simsboro 10-8 
and Calvin 19-1 in the Quit-

man tournament.
Landree Andrews had 

three hits, including two 
doubles, and three RBI 
against North Caddo. Anna 
Ray went 3-for-4 and Paige 
Timmons hit a home run 
against Carroll.

Emma Newsom didn’t 
allow a hit in four innings. 
Carlie Campbell completed 
the no-hitter in the fifth.

Anekah Coleman, 
Campbell and Aniyah 
Davis all had three hits 
against Wossman.

Timmons went 2-for-2 
against Calvin.

North Webster entered 
this week 8-14 overall and 
3-1 in district.

Doyline dropped the 
only game it played, falling 
to Quitman 12-2 in a Dis-
trict 1-B game.

The Lady Panthers en-
tered this week 4-8 overall 
and 0-2 in district.

SOFTBALL
Continued from Page 5

VALLETTE WEAVER/SPECIAL TO THE PRESS-HERALD
Lakeside’s Cooper Chase scores a run during a 5-2 victory over Min-
den last week at Lakeside.
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GOOD NEWS

When March appears, 

farmers across the South 

have their farm equipment 

ready to roll. Gardeners 

are  getting early gardens 

planted.  Shrubs and fruit 

trees are trimmed and ready 

for spring.  Weed-N-Feed 

is the ‘fertilizer-of-choice.’  

Yes, March Madness has re-

turned. Before the end of 

the month, Mowers will be 

humming, trees will be bud-

ding and blooming, pollen 

will be filling up our sinuses 

and doctor’s offices will be 

full OF eye-watering patients 

wanting relief.  As we suffer 

through the month, sports 

fans around the nation are 

focusing on a different kind 

of March Madness  – Basket-

ball playoffs.

We spend countless hours 

watching the upsets, ‘can-

you-believe-it’ shots and 

plays, coaches throwing 

coats and chairs, tears and 

cheers, and a few nets be-

ing cut from the rim. This is 

all part of the phenomenon 

– March Madness.  Each 

year the men’s champion-

ship game 

will fea-

ture men’s 

t e a m s 

that have 

to ‘come 

t h r o u g h’ 

K a n s a s , 

N o r t h 

Carolina, Michigan, Duke or 

Kentucky to wear the crown.  

Of course, the women hope-

fuls will have to reckon with 

the South Carolina Game-

cocks. As March marches 

on across the calendar, we 

will bid ‘good-bye’ to basket-

ball and refocus on College 

Baseball. Look out for May 

and June Madness!

We know from ancient 

history, armies rested dur-

ing the winter months, re-

gained strength, worked on 

weapons so they would be 

ready to resume troop as-

signments come spring. Paul 

was shipwrecked and had to 

spend winter on a small is-

land of Malta (Acts 28) on his 

way to Rome to face Caesar. 

But come spring (March), 

the crew was ready to sail. 

Other Biblical references to 

spring all point toward “new 

beginnings, rebirth of na-

ture, birds and mammoths. 

A new hope and possibilities 

is birthed in the mind and 

heart of all mankind. It’s as if 

a ‘new day was dawning’.  

Come spring, the Pass-

over nears (celebration of 

the Exodus from Egypt). 

Also, the parallel time when 

Jesus was crucified, buried 

and arose from the grave – 

the Christian celebration of 

Easter.  And with the Easter 

message, new life is offered 

through faith in the Resur-

rected Lord. At this time, 

we see many signs of nature 

bringing ‘new life’, shining 

through thatches of dead 

grass. 

 Flowers are blooming, 

trees are budding, birds are 

nesting, and animals are 

bringing forth their young 

offspring. Grasses begin 

to green the countryside. 

Spring fever is felt by ev-

eryone. Dogwoods (my fa-

vorite) have begun to show 

their colors. Yes, our God is 

renewing nature all around 

us. And when this orches-

tra plays their symphony 

to God, It is a tribute to His 

Glory and Majesty! March 

madness beyond compare!  

It makes us want to sing…

This is my Father’s world, 

and to my listening ears

All nature sings and round 

me rings, the music of the 

spheres.

This is my Father’s world; I 

rest me in the thought,

Of rocks and trees, of skies 

and seas; His hand the won-

ders wrought!

This is my Father’s world, 

the birds their carols raise –

The morning bright- the 

lily white declare their Mak-

er’s praise.

This is my Father’s world; 

He shines in all that’s fair;

In the rustling grass I hear 

Him pass, He speaks to me 

everywhere.

(M.D.Babcock-F.L. Shep-

pard)

Bill Crider is Chaplain of Minden 

Medical Center

Bill Crider

MARCH MADNESS IS HERE AGAIN

“Let no unwholesome word proceed 
from your mouth, but only 
such a word as is good for 
edification according to the 
need of the moment, so that 
it will give grace to those who 
hear.” Ephesians 4:29  NASB 

  

An unwholesome word 
is worthless, rotten, putrid, 
and foul.  It corrupts and 
tears down the hearer and 
the speaker, causing heart-
felt pain and agony.  This corrupting 
and destructive speech is another char-
acteristic of the old human nature that 
must be laid aside and removed from 

the believer’s life.  Instead the believ-
er’s speech must edify, build 
up, and encourage the hearer, 
sharing and giving grace to oth-
ers.

  

Lord Jesus, help me control 
my tongue to say things that 
are helpful and encouraging to 
others.  Let my words be filled 
with Your truth and overflow-
ing with Your grace, mercy, and 
love. 

Max Hutto is a Baptist Minister and a resi-
dent of Minden.  More information can be found 

at www.upwardlook.org.

THE UPWARD LOOK

Max Hutto

Corrupting vs Edifying  

Good News

INSPIRATION

I would like to start this message by 
stating the fact that we all have a past. 
We can’t change it or relive  it, but we can 
learn from it. This topic has been weigh-
ing heavy on my heart lately 
and it made me ask  myself one 
specific question. Why do we 
call days past our “glory days”? I 
ask this question because to  

call it that is not fair espe-
cially to God. He doesn’t allow 
us to remember our past to lust 
after it or live in  it he does it so 
we can learn from it and grow. 
However, I’ve found the most 
important reason is to  glorify 
him. We glorify God and inspire 
others through our testimony a retelling 
of our past and how it  led to our present 
life of serving him and building his king-
dom. But that’s still not a reason to call 
them  “glory days”. To live in the past Is 
to neglect the present and possibly hin-

der the future. If the title of  “glory days” 
should be bestowed on any point in time 
it should be the present. I say this because 
the  present Is where God is making you 

better through his glory. Every 
day you wake up and step out 
into  the world is another op-
portunity for a deeper relation-
ship with God and the people 
he has called you to  reach. So, 
in closing I say all this to say 
don’t live in the past but use it 
in the present to guide yourself  
and others to the future God 
has planned. 

Bernard Harris III is a Haughton firemAN AND A 

LOCAL RESIDENT OF MINDEN

Bernard Harris

Glory Days?
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C O N N E C T S

FREE INTERNET
Qualify today for the Government 

Free Internet Program

CALL TODAY (844) 621-9931

YOU QUALIFY  for 
Free Internet if you 
receive Medicaid, 
SNAP, WIC, 
Housing Assistance, 
Veterans Pension, 
Survivor Benefi ts, 
Lifeline and Tribal.

Bonus offer: 4G Android Tablet with 
one time co-pay of $20

ACP program details can be found at www.fcc.gov/affordable-connectivity-program-consumer-faq

Fun &
          Games

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only. 2The leading consumer reporting 
agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in 
America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. Registration# 0366920922 
CSLB# 1035795 Registration# HIC.0649905 License# CBC056678 License# RCE-51604 Registration# C127230 License# 559544 Suff olk HIC  License# 52229-H License# 
2102212986 License# 262000022 License# 262000403 License# 2106212946 License# MHIC111225 Registration# 176447 License# 423330 Registration# IR731804 
License# 50145 License# 408693 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# H-19114 License# 218294 Registration# PA069383 License# 41354 License# 7656 DOPL 
#10783658-5501 License# 423330 License# 2705169445 License# LEAFFNW822JZ License# WV056912 

BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

1-833-441-0565CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

TH

E NATION’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A R
D1

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+20% %
OFF OFF10

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*



Classifieds
PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!
classifieds@press-herald.com

Classified line ads are published Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday in the Minden Press-Herald, Bossier Press-Tribune and online at www.press.herald.com

Classified
Rates
Pricing is easy!

$7.75
Per Day - Up to 20 words! 

Aditional words are only 30 
cents more!

Garage Sales
No word limit.

$11
One Day

$16.50
Two Days

Receive a FREE Garage 
Sale Kit with your two day 

ad!

* Garage Sale ads must be 
prepaid.

Deadlines

Ads
Line ads and display ads must 

be submitted by noon two 
days before publication. 

Public Notices
Public notices must be sub-

mitted two days prior to 
publication date depending 

on the length. Notices may be 
emailed to classifieds@press-

herald.com

Payments
Cash Checks, Billing

Real Estate Notice
“All real estate advertised 
here is subject to the Fed-

eral Fair Housing Act, which 
makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 

familial status, or national 
origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limita-
tion, or discrimination. We 
will not knowlingly accept 

any advertising for real estate, 
which is in violation of th 

elaw. All persons are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 

advertised are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

Grow
Your

Business
Call to place your ad!

PLACE
YOUR

AD
TODAY!
377-1866

March 29, 2023
Minden Press-Herald

ADVERTISEMENT 
FOR BIDS

CYPRESS WATER 
SYSTEM		
Owner	 	 	
		
129 Willow Street		
Address

Heflin, LA  71039		
City, State, Zip

Separate sealed BIDS 
for the construction of 
		
NEW WATER WELLS  	
			 
will be received by the 
CYPRESS WATER 
SYSTEM at the      
Heflin Town Hall 
South, 122 N. Church 
Street, Heflin, Louisi-
ana 71039	until  	
10:00 A.M.	Thursday, 
April 13, 2023 , and 
then at said office pub-
licly opened and read 
aloud as permitted by 
public bid law.  This is 
in accordance with La 
R.S. 38:2212 (A)(1)
(b), the provisions of 
La R.S. 38:2212.
     Each bidder must 
have an active Unique 
Entity ID (SAM), as 
verified on www.sam.
gov, prior to beginning 
of construction.

     The CONTRACT 
DOCUMENTS may be 
examined at the fol-
lowing location(s):
Cothren Graff Smoak 
Engineering, Inc., 
6305 Westport Av-
enue, Shreveport, LA 
71129.
           
     Copies of the CON-
TRACT DOCUMENTS 
may be obtained 
at the office of 
COTHREN, GRAFF, 
SMOAK ENGINEER-
ING, INC. upon 
payment of $ 35.00 
for each set, which is 
refundable to prime 
bidders within 10 days 
after receipt of bids.  
Owner reserves the 
right to reject any and 
all bids for just cause.

March 15, 2023
March 22, 2023
March 29, 2023
Minden Press-Herald

ADVERTISEMENT 
FOR BIDS

CYPRESS WATER 
SYSTEM		
Owner	 	 	
		
129 Willow Street		
 Address

Heflin, Louisiana 
71039		
City, State, Zip

     Separate sealed 
BIDS for the construc-
tion of 
Contract II- Water 
Distribution Improve-
ments			 
	
will be received by the 
CYPRESS WATER 
SYSTEM at the      
Heflin Town Hall 
South, 122 N. Church 
Street, Heflin, Louisi-
ana 71039	until 10:00 
A.M. Thursday, 
April 13 , 2023, and 
then at said office pub-
licly opened and read 
aloud as permitted by 
public bid law.  This is 
in accordance with La 
R.S. 38:2212 (A)(1)
(b), the provisions of 
La R.S. 38:2212.
     Each bidder must 
have an active Unique 
Entity ID (SAM), as 
verified on www.sam.
gov, prior to beginning 
of construction.

     The CONTRACT 
DOCUMENTS may be 
examined at the fol-
lowing location(s):
Cothren Graff Smoak 
Engineering, Inc., 
6305 Westport Av-
enue, Shreveport, LA 
71129.
           
      Copies of the 
CONTRACT DOCU-
MENTS may be ob-
tained at the office of 
COTHREN, GRAFF, 
SMOAK ENGINEER-
ING, INC. upon 
payment of $ 75.00 
for each set, which is 
refundable to prime 
bidders within 10 days 
after receipt of bids.  
Owner reserves the 
right to reject any and 
all bids for just cause.

March 15, 2023
March 22, 2023
March 29, 2023
Minden Press-Herald

Village of Dixie Inn
Regular Session
March 14, 2023

NOTICE: THESE 
MINUTES HAVE NOT 
BEEN FORMALLY 
APPROVED BY THE 
CITY COUNCIL.

The Mayor and Board 
of Aldermen for the 
Village of Dixie Inn 
met in regular session 
on March 14, 2023 
at 5:00 p.m. in the 
Village Hall, Dixie Inn, 
Louisiana with the 
following members 
present:   Mayor 
Donna Hoffoss, Alder-
men Nell Finlay, Judy 
McKenzie, and Lance 
Milligan.

The meeting was 
called to order and the 
invocation and pledge 

of allegiance were 
given.

There were no public 
comments.

Mayor Donna Hoffoss 
welcomed guests.

A motion was made 
by Nell Finlay and 
seconded by Lance 
Milligan to adopt the 
minutes of the Regular 
Session of Febru-
ary 14, 2023.  Vote 
on the motion was 
unanimous.

Financial statements 
were presented and 
discussed. A mo-
tion was made by 
Judy McKenzie and 
seconded by Lance 
Milligan to adopt the 
financial statements 
for February 2023. 
Vote on the motion 
was unanimous.

Department Reports:

Mike Chreene re-
ported the new sewer 
treatment plant for 
Village of Dixie Inn 
water system had 
been delivered. The 
plant is currently being 
assembled. Work is 
also expected to start 
on the equalization 
tank mid-March ’23. 

Chief James Edwards 
reported all is well 
with the Police 
Department. He noted 
local businesses may 
soon see an influx of 
customers due to an 
upcoming National 
Archery Tournament 
taking place April 
27-30th, 2023 at 
Camp Minden. Chief 
Edwards sent letters 
to local businesses 
advising them to pre-
pare as they see fit.

Mayor Donna Hoffoss 
reported that the vil-
lage’s new trash cans 
had arrived from the 
Love Louisiana Grant. 
Mayor Hoffoss also 
applied for a grant 
from Keep Louisiana 
Beautiful to purchase 
a new trailer for the 
Maintenance Depart-
ment.

New Business

A motion was made 
by Lance Milligan 
and seconded by 
Judy McKenzie to 
adopt Resolution 
01-03142023 to apply 
to Webster Parish 
Police Jury for yearly 
allotment. Vote was 
unanimous.

A motion was made 
by Lance Milligan and 
seconded by Judy 
McKenzie to allow 
Mayor Hoffoss to 
search for a different 
fuel company for 
the village’s credit 
business. Vote was 
unanimous.
A motion was made by 
Judy McKenzie and 
seconded by Lance 
Milligan to replace 
Mike Griffith on 
Webster Parish Fire 
District #7 with James 
Edwards for the rest 
of Mr. Griffith’s term. 
Vote was unanimous. 

There being no old 
business, a motion 
was made by Nell 
Finlay and seconded 
by Lance Milligan to 
adjourn.

Attest:

Donna Hoffoss
Mayor

March 29, 2023
Minden Press-Herald

LEGAL NOTICE

Stephen Craig Gorham;
Peyton Shane Waters 
Gorham;
Paige Faith Gorham;
Newt Brown Contractor, 
L.L.C.;
Alpha Railroad and 
Piling, Inc.;
Benton & Brown, L.L.C.;
And all other parties in 
interest 

THIS NOTICE BY 
PUBLICATION IS 
NOTIFICATION 
THAT YOUR RIGHTS 
OR INTEREST IN 
THE FOLLOWING 
DESCRIBED PROP-
ERTY LOCATED IN 
WEBSTER PARISH, 
LOUISIANA MAY 
BE TERMINATED 
BY OPERATION OF 
LAW IF YOU DO NOT 
TAKE FURTHER 
ACTION IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH LAW.

Re: (GEO # 103516)

A 1.222 acres, more 
or less, tract of land 
located in the North-
west Quarter of the 
Northwest Quarter 
(NW/4 of NW/4) of 
Section 15, Town-
ship 18 North, Range 
8 West, Webster 
Parish, Louisiana, 
referred to as “Tract 
No. 2” and being 
more particularly 
described as:
Being the South 
1.222 acres (397.13 
feet by 134.04 feet by 
397.13 feet by 134.04 
feet) of the South 
Half (S/2) of the 
following described 
tract:
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Begin at the North-
east corner of the 
Northwest Quarter of 
the Northwest Quar-
ter (NE/C of NW/4 
of NW/4) of Section 
15, Township 18 
North, Range 8 West, 
Webster Parish, 
Louisiana; thence 
run South 89°40’00” 
West for a distance 
of 397.13 feet; 
thence run South 
for a distance of 
804.23 feet; thence 
run North 89°40’00” 
East for a distance of 
397.13 feet; thence 
run North for a dis-
tance of 804.23 feet 
back to the Point of 
Beginning, contain-
ing 7.33 acres, more 
or less, together with 
all buildings and im-
provements located 
thereon.

Tax sale title to a 
100% interest in the 
above-described prop-
erty has been sold for 
failure to pay taxes.  
You have been identi-
fied as a person who 
may have an interest 
in this property.  Your 
interest in the property 
will be terminated 
if you do not file a 
lawsuit in accordance 
with law within 60 
days of the date of the 
first publication of this 
notice.

Webster Parish 
Sheriff’s Office	
Webster Parish Court-
house	
401 Main Street, 2nd 
Floor	
Minden, Louisiana 
71055	
(318) 377-1515

March 29, 2023
Minden Press-Herald

FAIR HOUSING

IT’S RIGHT!                           
IT’S FAIR!

IT’S FOR EVERY-
ONE!

Title VIII of the Civil 
Rights Act of 1968, 
as amended, makes 
discrimination based 
on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial 
status or national ori-
gin illegal in connec-
tion with the sale or 
rental of most housing 
and any vacant land 
offered for residential 
construction or use.

    _______________                 	
			 
Fair Housing is a 
national policy of the 
United States.  It is 
the law and it is your 
right.  Today, more 
than ever, America is 
closer to upholding 
the inalienable right of 
ALL its citizens to live 
WHERE they choose, 
WHEN they choose, 
or for AS LONG as 
they choose and can 
afford to do so.  Yet, 
this year, as many as 
two million people who 
want to rent or buy a 
home will be discrimi-
nated against because 
of race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, families 
with children, or 
national origin.

YOU can do some-
thing about housing 
discrimination.

The City of Minden 
supports fair hous-
ing.  Complaints may 
be filed locally with 
Municipal Court or by 
reporting violations 
to the U. S. Depart-
ment of Housing and 
Urban Development, 
Toll-Free, 1 - 800 - 
669-9777. 

March 29, 2023
Minden Press-Herald

SHERIFF’S SALE 

B1 BANK
VS.
REBECCA A ARA-
GON

In the Twenty-Sixth 
Judicial District 
Court of Webster 
Parish, Louisiana, 
No. 80443

   By virtue of a 
WRIT OF SEIZURE 
AND SALE issued 
out of the Twenty-
Sixth Judicial 
District Court of 
Webster Parish, 
Louisiana, in the 
above styled and 
numbered suit and 
to me directed, I 
have seized and 
taken into my pos-
session and will of-
fer for sale at public 
auction to the last 
and highest bidder 
for cash WITH-
OUT the benefit of 
appraisement and 
according to law at 
the principal front 
door of the Court-
house in the City of 
Minden, Webster 
Parish, Louisiana 
on WEDNESDAY, 
May 3, 2023, 
During the legal 
sale hours, the 
following property, 
to wit:

Lot No. 57, Block 
1, Premier Park 
Subdivision, being 
a part of the West 

Half of Southeast 
Quater (W 1/2 of 
SE 1/4), and a part 
of the East Half of 
Southwest Quarter 
(E 1/2 of SW 1/4), 
lying East of (old) 
State Route 90, 
all in Section 17, 
Township 21 North, 
Range 10 West, 
Webster Parish, 
Louisiana, being a 
lot North Side 80.0 
feet; East Side 78.2 
feet; South Side 
120.2 feet; and 
West Side 75.0 feet, 
as recorded in Map 
Book 2, Page 22.

320 McArthur 
Loop, Cotton 

Valley, Louisiana 
71018

SOLD SUBJECT 
TO ANY SUPE-
RIOR LIENS, 
MORTGAGES 
OR PRIVILEGES 
THERETO. 
     Said property 
seized is that of the 
defendant and will 
be sold to satisfy a 
judgment rendered 
in our Honorable 
Court. 

JASON R. PARKER 
Sheriff & Ex-Officio 

Auctioneer
Webster Parish, 

Louisiana 

Linda Vaughan - 
Deputy

March 29, 2023
April 26, 2023
Minden Press-Herald

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT 
PROCLAMATION NUMBER 32 JBE 2023 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

SPECIAL ELECTION – CONSTABLE, JUSTICE OF THE PEACE DISTRICT 3,  
PARISH OF WEBSTER 

___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

WHEREAS, a vacancy exists in the office of the Constable, Justice of the Peace District 3, Parish of Webster, 
due to the resignation of the Honorable “Chris” McGarity, effective October 3, 2022; and 

WHEREAS, La. R.S. 18:602 requires the Governor to call a special election to fill the vacancy in an office of a 
member of a parish or municipal governing authority when more than eighteen (18) months of the 
term remain unexpired in accordance with the provisions of La. R.S. 18:602 and/or the dates for 
elections set forth in La. R.S. 18:402. 

NOW THEREFORE, I, JOHN BEL EDWARDS, Governor of the State of Louisiana, by virtue of the authority 
vested by the Constitution and the laws of the State of Louisiana, do hereby order and direct as follows: 

SECTION 1: A special primary and general election for the unexpired term shall be held throughout the 
jurisdiction of the Justice of the Peace District 3, Parish of Webster, for the purpose of electing a 
constable to fill the vacancy in the office.  

SECTION 2:  Any qualified person desiring to become a candidate for the office shall file a notice of candidacy, 
accompanied either by a qualifying fee or a nominating petition, as required or authorized by law, 
with the appropriate election official in the manner and form, and under the procedures and 
conditions, provided by La. R.S. 18:461 et seq., and all other applicable provisions of the 
Louisiana Election Code, La. R.S. 18:1 et seq., during the period commencing Tuesday, August 8, 
2023, and ending at 4:30 p.m. Thursday, August 10, 2023.  

SECTION 3: The special election shall be held and conducted under the applicable provisions of the Louisiana 
Election Code, La. R.S. 18:1 et seq.  

SECTION 4: The primary election shall be held Saturday, October 14, 2023, and the general election shall be 
held Saturday, November 18, 2023, at the times and places and in the manner, prescribed by law. 

SECTION 5: The Secretary of State, Commissioner of Elections, Parish Board of Election Supervisors, Clerk 
of Court, Registrar of Voters, and all other persons charged with any power, function, right, duty 
or responsibility in conducting elections in the jurisdiction of the Justice of the Peace District 3, 
Parish of Webster, are hereby authorized, requested, directed and empowered to exercise every 
lawful function and to do every act necessary to conduct the special election, to cause the returns 
to be made, to canvass and promulgate the results, and to perform all related and incidental 
functions. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have set my hand 
officially and caused to be affixed the Great Seal of 
Louisiana in the City of Baton Rouge, on this 13th day of 
March, 2023. 

__________________________________________ 
GOVERNOR OF LOUISIANA 

ATTEST BY THE SECRETARY  
OF STATE 

__________________________________ 
SECRETARY OF STATE

March 29, 2023
Minden Press-Herald

Graphic 
Designer 
Needed
Webster 
Printing 

Company in 
Minden is 
seeking an 
experienced 
graphic 
designer. 
For more 

information, 
contact Wal-
ter at (318) 
243-7102.

Part-Time Receptionist / Assistant Bookkeeper 
(9am-3pm)

Manage front desk / Customer service duties include:
 - Greet and help customers face-to-face
 - Answer and direct calls
 - Monitor and reply to office voicemails and emails
 - Coordinate with other departments regarding place-
ment of different advertisements (past & future)
 - Coordinate with other departments for placing clas-
sifieds and legal notices
 - Accept payments for subscriptions, accounts, etc
 - Manage supply inventory and make orders as needed
 - Monitor funds available for postage and add when 
necessary
 - Convert paper files to e-documents using a scanner 
and Google Drive
 - Filing
 - Keep front area clean and orderly

Assistant bookkeeper duties include:
 - Compiling deposits
 - Answer customer questions regarding payments and 
billing
 - Mail out billing with tearsheets, including filling out 
affidavits
 - Assist with any other billing or deposit duties as 
needed/requested

Applicants should be familiar with modern office equip-
ment (i.e. scanners, Mac/PC, postage machines, fax 
machines) as well as programs such as Google Drive, 
Google Docs, and Gmail.

Apply at the Minden Press-Herald, 203 Gleason Street. 
318-377-1866

Delivery Drivers 
Needed

New Higher Pay 
Scale !

Bill & Ralph’s Inc.
118 B & R Drive, 

Sarepta, La. 
71071

Accepting Ap-
plications For 
Delivery Route 

Drivers with
a CDL(Class A) 
Drivers License.

Free Medical 
Insurance for 

Driver,
Family Medical 

Insurance 
available.

Dental and 401K 
Benefits,

Hourly plus 
Incentive Pay,
Yearly Safety 
Bonus Pay,

Monthly Safety/
Performance Pay.

Apply at Bill & 
Ralph’s

Contact Mickey 
Hodges at 

(318)539-2071
mickey.hodges@

billandralphs.
com



BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Bossier Press-Tribune                                                            Where Local Business Gets Done.
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Your Ad |
Two Newspapers | 

Two Websites | 
All Business

Scan the QR Code to get started
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STAFF REPORT
Minden Press-Herald

Webster Parish Sheriff’s 
Office deputies arrested 
Robert Beil Jr. after he was 
found to be far too intoxi-
cated to drive and then 
resisting arrest. 

Deputies observed a 
2009 Jeep sitting on the 
shoulder of Boothville 
Road and investigated. 

“I then made contact 
with the driver identified 
as Robert Beil Jr. I could 
see several open contain-
ers of alcoholic beverages 
through the window. I 
asked him to step out of 
the vehicle. I observed 
him to have bloodshot 
watery eyes and could 
smell an overwhelming 
odor of alcoholic beverag-
es coming from his breath 
as he spoke,” the booking 
report read. 

“I asked him if he had 
been drinking. He stated 
that he had drunk a bot-
tle of Takka vodka. I then 
conducted SFST (Stan-
dardized Field Sobriety 
Test) with him. Beil could 
not complete the tests 
due to his level of intoxi-
cation.”

At this point, deputies 
attempted to make an ar-
rest which Beil resisted by 
dropping to the ground 
and jerking away from the 
deputies whenever they 
tried to apprehend him.

“I instructed him sev-
eral times to get back into 
the patrol car. He jerked 
away and refused to get 
in. I had to physically 
force him into the car,” the 
report read. 

Once they were finally 
able to get him in the 
car, deputies searched 
through his vehicle, locat-
ing a small jar of marijua-
na in the center console 
and a pipe containing 
marijuana residue. Beil 
was then transported to 
the WPSO to be given the 
opportunity to provide a 
breath sample, but he was 
too incoherent to do so.

Beil was later trans-
ported to BDCC on the 
charges of driving while 
intoxicated second of-
fense, driving with an 
open container, posses-
sion of a schedule I sub-
stance, possession of drug 
paraphernalia, and resist-
ing an officer. 

Minden man drinks 
bottle of vodka, then 

resists arrest for 
DWI

CRIME

A Better Way 
to Hear TV®

Voice Clarifying Wireless TV Speaker™

Traditional soundbars send the television audio across the 
room which requires more volume resulting in more noise 
and dialog distortion. For those struggling to hear television 
dialog, the TV Ears Wireless TV Speaker can be placed 
anywhere making it easier to hear with less volume.

A much better way to hear television.

Works better than a Soundbar!

SPECIAL 
OFFER

$50 
OFF

Call today!
USE CODE MBSP50

844-639-5886

Traditional soundbars send the television audio across the 
room which requires more volume resulting in more noise 

$50 
OFF

MBSP50
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On National Doctors’ Day, we salute the caring 
physicians who follow a special calling to help others 
and serve the greater good. Their contributions to the 

world of medicine and the well-being of our 
community are an inspiration, and we greatly 

appreciate their hard work and tireless dedication.


	03292023MPHPage01
	03292023MPHPage02
	03292023MPHPage03
	03292023MPHPage04
	March 29 Minden Page 5
	March 29 Minden Page 6
	03292023MPHPage07
	03292023MPHpage8
	03292023MPHPage9
	03292023MPHpage10
	03292023MPHPage11
	03292023MPHpage12

