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APACHE PRINCESS 2023

AMBER MCDOWN/PRESS-HERALD PHOTOS
Sophie Spillers was crowned Apache Princess 2023 last Saturday and was also named Miss Congeniality. The runners up were Maddy 
Whitehead in 1st place, Vivian Still in 2nd place, and Abigail Clark in 3rd place.

Sophie Spillers crowned Apache Princess 2023

AMBER MCDOWN
Minden Press-Herald

Sophie Spillers was 
crowned Apache Prin-
cess 2023 at the Civic 
Center on April 1. Seven-
teen young women com-
peted to see which one 
would have the honor of 
representing their school 
for the upcoming year.

Maddy Whitehead won 
1st runner up, Vivian Still 
won 2nd runner up, and 
Abigail Clark won 3rd 

runner up.
Sophie Spillers, the 

daughter of Scott and 
Laura Spillers and a 
junior at Glenbrook 
School, plans to major in 
kinesiology after gradua-
tion and become a physi-
cal therapist assistant. 
She is a member of the 
Sundancers, the track 
team, the swim team, 
FBLA, the yearbook staff, 
and the prom commit-
tee. She also serves as 
student council repre-

sentative and junior class 
secretary. Spillers dances 
competitively and helps 
to teach others to dance 
as well.

Spillers was also 
awarded the title of Miss 
Congeniality by her fel-
low contestants.

“One of the most cov-
eted awards in the pag-
eant is Miss Congenial-
ity,” said Chris Scroggs, 
emcee for the pageant. 
“The young lady who 
deserves this award, in 
the opinion of her fellow 
contestants, has been 
the most genuinely cour-
teous, thoughtful, and 
helpful.”

The competition con-
sisted of an opening Pa-
rade of Contestants, the 
Interview Attire Compe-
tition, and the Evening 
Gown Competition. And 
during the Parade of Es-
corts, young men of Glen-
brook School showed off 
their escorting skills with 
the young ladies.

Also included in the 
program was the In-
troduction of Visiting 
Queens. Those queens 
were 2023 Mini Miss Min-
den Hadli Beck, 2022 Pre-
Teen Fair Queen Scarlett 
O’Glee, 2023 Junior Miss 
Minden Kynzie Smith, 
2019 Miss Minden and 

2023 Miss Corpus Christi 
Sharity Brent, 2022 Miss 
Belle of the D’Arbonne 
Anna Claire Lemoine, 
2023 Miss Minden Jacie 
Brent, and 2022 Apache 
Princess Olivia Black-
welder.

Entertainment be-
tween the competitions 
was provided by Lela 
Margaret Miller, Cydni’s 
School of Dance, Scarlett 
O’Glee, Anna Claire Lem-
oine, and Jacie Brent.

At the end of the pag-
eant, Sophie Spillers 
was crowned Apache 
Princess for 2023 by the 
former Princess, Olivia 
Blackwelder. 

Spillers was also awarded 
Miss Congeniality

CITY COUNCIL

WILL PHILLIPS
Minden Press-Herald

The April City Council 
meeting that took place 
Monday evening saw 
the adoption of some or-
dinances regarding the 
creation of access points 
for properties along Rec-
reation Drive, changes 
to the employee manual, 
new hires and positions 
in the Minden Police De-
partment, and an update 
from Minden Police Chief 
McIver on the Ewell Park 
shooting. 

The only 
item on 
the agen-
da to not 
r e c e i v e 
a unani-
mous vote 
was that 
of adopt-
ing an or-
d i n a n c e 

placing a six-month mor-
atorium on the approval 
or permitting of access 
connections to Recre-
ation Drive. 

Explaining the reason 
for the proposed ordi-
nance in more detail, 
Mayor Nick Cox stated, 
“We have a proposed de-
velopment wanting to 
come to town and put 
their driveway access on 
Recreation Drive. We all 
know Rec Drive during 
certain seasons of the 
year can be a very, very 
busy one-way street. So 
we would like to have 
some time from the city’s 
perspective to study and 

City 
looking into 
traffic on 
Rec Drive

AMBER MCDOWN
Minden Press-Herald

The Minden Police De-
partment is making some 
big changes to help im-
prove the department for 
the benefit of the citizens 
of Minden. 

During the April 3 Min-
den City Council meeting, 
Police Chief Jared McIver 
requested permission to 
establish the position of 
deputy chief so that there 
will always be a second in 
command available to see 
to the needs of the people. 

“In the absence of the 
police chief (out of town, 
illness, etc.), Minden 
needs someone to be in 
the number two posi-
tion who can fulfill all 
the obligations that the 
chief would have,” said 
Chief McIver. The motion 
passed unanimously. 

He also requested the 
appointment of Lt. Tokia 
Harris to the new position 
of deputy chief of police. 
This motion also passed 

unanimously, to a round 
of applause.

The next big thing for 
the Minden Police De-
partment is a voluntary 
registration program for 
citizens who have mental 
or physical challenges, 
the behaviors of which 
might be misinterpreted 
by officers of the law. This 
includes many conditions 
such as schizophrenia, 
PTSD, autism, and deaf-
ness. 

“We’re wanting to bring 
awareness to mental 
health issues, and oth-
er different things that 
people have to live with 
daily,” said McIver. “So 

Police chief announces new 
deputy chief and new mental 
health awareness program

SAFETYCHAMBER GALA 2023

AMBER MCDOWN
Minden Press Herald

The Greater Minden 
Chamber presented 
its 81st Annual Awards 
Gala at the Minden Civ-
ic Center on March 28 
to honor business and 
community leaders for 
their contributions to 
Minden and Webster 
Parish.

Small Business of the 
Year was awarded to 
Meriwether Wealth and 
Planning. “The Meri-
wether team is heavily 
involved in the Minden 
community since vol-
unteerism and gener-
osity are among its core 
values,” said emcee Jake 
Chapman.

Business of the Year 

went to Ace Hardware. 
“As much as they take 
care of what’s inside 
the store walls, Ace is 
known for being a tre-
mendous community 
supporter. From host-
ing the Little Grillers 
competition at Grilling 
on Main to being a big 
contributor to the local 
Shop Small campaigns 

AMBER MCDOWN/PRESS-HERALD PHOTO
At its 81st Annual Awards Gala, the Greater Minden Chamber honored 
business and community leaders for their contributions to the Minden and 
Webster Parish.

81st Annual Chamber Gala award winners

WILL PHILLIPS
Minden Press-Herald

Friday morning mem-
bers from all over the 
northwest Louisiana 
community gathered to 
celebrate the investiture 
of Dr. Jayda Spillers as the 
new chancellor of North-
west Louisiana Technical 
Community College. The 
event was hosted by State 
Representative Wayne 
McMahen and had guest 
speakers from the college 
staff, student body, and 
local organizations, all 
congratulating Dr. Spillers 
on her accomplishment 
and thanking her for tak-
ing up the role of chancel-
lor of the college.

One of the first to give 
their congratulations 
was Tari Bradford of the 
LCTCS Board of Supervi-
sors who gave well wishes 
to the new chancellor and 
spoke of her confidence 
in Spillers to lead the col-
lege in a positive direc-

EDUCATION

Jayda Spillers 
invested as 
chancellor of 
NLTCC
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review this plan, and par-
ticularly the location of 
that driveway. The con-
cern is for the safety, wel-
fare, health, and peace 
of those that use the Rec 
center and also the peo-
ple that would be living 
in this development,” said 
Mayor Cox. 

Councilman Michael 
Roy made a secondary 
motion that they change 
the time from six months 
to three months. “I would 
like to point out that this 
has been going on since 
the first of November. 
I’ve asked some ques-
tions since this has been 
brought to light, and I just 
don’t feel that we need, as 
a city, six months’ time. I 
think we’re pretty much 
all concerned about the 
traffic survey. I don’t re-
ally see where six months 
is really necessary; I think 
three months would be 
plenty to do this,” said 
Councilman Roy. 

This motion wasn’t 
met with a second how-
ever, thus the motion re-
mained as it was original-
ly proposed. The original 
motion passed with four 
in favor and one opposed, 
the opposed being Coun-
cilman Roy. 

Another item of note 
was the adoption of some 
revisions to the employee 
handbook.

“In February, we ad-
opted the handbook, and 
we all agreed that the 
handbook would never 
be perfect;it was some-
thing that we would have 
to work on,” said Mayor 
Cox. “If we find problems 
we would address them 
and move on from there.”

The problem that they 
addressed in this meet-
ing was that of vacation 
time being counted as 
time worked, and leading 

to conflicts with overtime 
pay as a result. 

“If you take vacation, 
that’s your rest and relax-
ation time. If you come 
in at the end of your 40 
hours of vacation and 
work six hours at your 
regular job, we don’t feel 
like that should be count-
ed as overtime hours, it 
should just be regular pay 
hours,” said Mayor Cox. 

“We found a problem, 
there’s a section in there 
where vacation is count-
ed as time worked, and 
that policy, we project, 
costs the City of Minden a 
lot of money.”

Another revision of the 
employee manual had 
to do with an overlap of 
state law and a section of 
the handbook having to 
do with the “at-will” sta-
tus of employees hired by 
the city. 

“There’s a paragraph 
that says that we can 
change an employee’s 
at-will status,” said Cox. 
“Louisiana is an at-will 
state, and I just don’t see 
that paragraph being nec-
essary. It was brought to 
question, and to fix the 
problem I’m proposing 
that we delete it.”

Both of these agenda 
items were motioned, 
seconded, and passed 
unanimously. 

Some new hires and 
new positions were pro-
posed to the council for 
the Minden Police De-
partment during the city 
council meeting as well. 
First, there was the hir-
ing of Marlin Choyce as a 
full time police officer. He 
was unanimously voted 
in for the position by the 
council. 

Also proposed was a 
new position at the MPD 
of a deputy police chief. 
The argument present-
ed by Chief McIver was 
that, in the case where 

the chief was unable to 
make decision, whether 
away for work, illness, or 
otherwise, Minden needs 
someone to be in a num-
ber two position that can 
fulfill the same obliga-
tions in the event of his 
absence. 

The creation of this po-
sition was passed unani-
mously, as well as the 
decision to follow the 
Chief’s recommendation 
for Lt. Tokia Harris to take 
up the position. 

Near the end of the 
meeting, Chief McIver 
also gave an update to the 
mayor, council and pub-
lic about the Ewell Park 
shooting, both about the 
perpetrators and their 
victims. 

“We have made, thus 
far, three arrests. There 
are still more arrests to 
be made. We have more 
warrants and, from what 
I understand, we have a 
lot of suspects that are on 
the run right now. But we 
have the proper authori-
ties that are aiding us on 
their heels. We’re hoping 
to bring them to justice 
very quickly for this,” said 
Chief McIver. 

“The victims are all 
stable. Most have been 
released from the hospi-
tal, so that is a great thing, 
but it’s still a tragedy that 
it happened.”

The Minden City Coun-
cil meeting takes place on 
the first Monday of each 
month starting at 6 PM 
at Minden City Hall. For 
those who cannot attend 
the meetings in person or 
wish to see the meetings 
after they take place, live 
streams and recordings 
of the meetings can be 
found on the City of Min-
den’s Facebook and You-
Tube channel titled City 
of Minden - Feels Like 
Home. 
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Mayor and police chief hold press 
conference on Ewell Park shooting

WILL PHILLIPS
Minden Press-Herald

Mayor Nick Cox and 
Minden Police Chief Jar-
ed McIver held a press 
conference Tuesday af-
ternoon to address the 
shooting that took place 
at Ewell Park earlier this 
week. In this conference 
Mayor Cox announced a 
temporary hold on 
private events held 
in Minden’s parks 
and fair grounds. 

“In response 
to last weekend’s 
violence at Ewell 
Park, I’m placing 
a temporary hold 
on private events 
held at the city’s 
recreational parks and 
fairgrounds that do not 
prove to have adequate 
security,” said Mayor Cox. 

“During this temporary 
hold, we are going to eval-
uate our policies and pro-
cedures. Make sure we are 
doing our best to protect 
the citizens of Minden.”

Cox went on to en-
courage the public to 
cooperate with local law 
enforcement on this in-
vestigation, talking about 
how it will take all of us 
together to rid the city 
of those who wish to do 
harm to others. 

“We need your help. 
We need to know what’s 
going on. Notify police of 
crimes and destruction of 
property. This is our city, 
and it’s going to take us all 
coming together to make 
it the best it can be. If you 
see something, say some-
thing,” said Mayor Cox. 

“Let me be clear, I stand 
beside Chief McIver. Min-
den is our home, our city, 
and this kind of violence 
will not be tolerated in 

Minden. My prayers are 
with those who were in-
jured.”

Afterwards Chief Mc-
Iver addressed the events 
that took place Sunday 
and gave updates on the 
investigation and the sta-
tus of the victims who 
were hospitalized. 

“Sunday, on March 26, 
we had an event at the 

Ewell REC Cen-
ter. Sadly, gunfire 
went out. Several 
different shooters 
were involved. We 
had four victims 
that were hit. Bul-
lets that were scat-
tered all about. 
We know one of 
our victims is still 

in critical care right now, 
two are stable and one 
was released,” said Mc-
Iver.

He then went on to 
talk about the coopera-
tion they’ve received from 
other law enforcement 
agencies, and echoed the 
mayor’s sentiment about 
the need for citizens to 
help provide any informa-
tion regarding these inci-
dents that they are aware 
of. 

“We have since joined 
forces with local law en-
forcement agencies that 
surround us. The Webster 
Parish Sheriff’s Office, 
the City Marshal’s Office. 
We’ve also reached out to 
some federal agencies for 
their assistance in trying 
to conduct this investiga-
tion,” said Chief McIver. 

“It was a very large 
crime scene and, with 
that, we need all the help 
we can get. Our goal 
here is to bring all those 
responsible to justice. 
The investigation is still 
ongoing. We have mul-

tiple agencies assisting us 
throughout this investiga-
tion.”

“I wanted to let the citi-
zens know, there’s only 
very few officers at one 
time in the city on duty, 
but there’s a lot more citi-
zens, thousands of citi-
zens. That’s a lot of eyes 
and a lot of ears that are 
seeing and hearing the 
things that are going on.”

“We encourage you, 
call. Stop by the police de-
partment. Whatever it is. 
If you’ve seen something, 
say something about it. 
We need your help. This is 
all of us working together. 
This is you, the citizens 
working with us, the po-
lice department and other 
law enforcement agen-
cies, so we can address 
these issues that continue 
to try and infiltrate our 
city.”

Lastly, Chief McIver dis-
played a shirt that one of 
the members of TTS was 
wearing displaying their 
logo and gang name, and 
addressed these criminals 
more directly, saying that 
organized crime in this 
city will not be tolerated. 

“Throughout our inves-
tigation, we are starting 
to make arrests. One of 
our first arrests, he was 
wearing this t-shirt. This 
is gang related folks. This 
is what we’re not going to 
tolerate in our city,” said 
McIver.

“If you are a gang mem-
ber, or you have any af-
filiation with any type 
of gang activity, we are 
going to bring you to jus-
tice swiftly, and we are 
going to be asking for the 
maximum penalty for all 
charges brought on those 
causing the violence in 
this city.”

COX
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each year or donating 
to Men and Women of 
Courage to going above 
and beyond for our lo-
cal first responders, Ace 
Hardware of Minden 
understands that to re-
ally be successful you 
have to care about those 
around you,” said emcee 
Tracy Campbell.

The Business Person 
of the Year goes to an 
individual who demon-
strates entrepreneurial 
spirit, strategic business 
thinking, and is regarded 
as a leader in their field. 
This year the award went 
to Dr. Naomi Coyle. “Dr. 
Coyle would say that in-
vesting in education is 
one of the most impor-
tant things we can do 
not only for our children 
but for our community,” 
said Chapman.

The Community Part-
ner of the Year award 
goes to a local, civic, 
or nonprofit organiza-
tion that continues to 
go above and beyond to 
help those in our com-
munity. The Minden 
Junior Service League 
was named Commu-
nity Partner of the Year. 
“Minden Junior Service 
League is an organiza-
tion of young women 
who take giving back 
to their community to 
heart. From hosting an 
Angel Tea that provides 
Christmas gifts to local 
children and families 
in need to organizing 
a coat drive that pro-
vided over 300 coats to 
Webster Parish school 
students, these ladies 
are known for donating 
their time and resourc-
es to making big things 
happen,” said Campbell.

Kip Mourad was 
awarded the Hometown 
Hero award for his 50 
years of service to the 
Minden fire depart-
ment. “It takes a very 
special person who feels 
drawn to service to wake 
up every morning and 
put their life on the line 
for the protection of oth-
ers,” said Kip Mourad’s 
son Jared Mourad.

A new award this year 
was the Spirit of Hospi-
tality award. This award 
went to Sara McDaniel 
for helping make the 
greater Minden area 
a superb place to live, 
work, and visit. “With 
home renovation shows 
gaining massive popu-
larity, this individual 
decided to renovate a 
property of her own and 
documented it for the 
world to see through her 
social media channels,” 
said Serena Gray, Di-
rector of Webster Parish 
Convention & Visitors 
Commission. “Sudden-
ly, the cottage with the 

yellow door was capti-
vating the hearts and 
minds of thousands on-
line. However, the reno-
vations didn’t end there, 
and in 2021 tonight’s 
recipient was able to 
garner the attention of 
HGTV and secured Min-
den a spot on the hit TV 
series Hometown Kick-
start.” 

Philip McInnis was 
conferred the Lifetime 
Achievement award for 
his decades of work to 
help improve Minden. 
“This man does not seek 
the spotlight,” said Pam 
Bloxom. “He prefers to 
be a contributor to well-
intentioned, deserving 
programs that are well 
organized and can be 
measured by positive 
results.” 

The 2023 Woman of 
the Year award was pre-
sented to Cindy Mad-
den. This award is given 
to women who have 
made a positive impact 
in Minden and who 
have been seen as role 
models for all women 
for future generations. 
After listing the exten-
sive work Madden has 
done for Minden over 
the decades, Cheryl Gott 
of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution 
said, “There will come 
a day when our win-
ner won’t be able to do 
what she does, but it’s 
not happening anytime 
soon.”

And the final pre-
sentation was the 2023 
Man of the Year award. 
“Since 1946 the Minden 
Lions Club has honored 
outstanding men who 
merit special recogni-
tion for their profes-
sional achievements, 
leadership, and com-
munity service,” said 
Mayor Nick Cox. 

Ty Pendergrass pre-
sented the award to 
former Minden Mayor 
Tommy Davis. After re-
lating Davis’ history and 
contributions to Min-
den, Pendergrass said, 
“Now you will find our 
2023 Man of the Year 
not at city hall but in 
the halls of UCAP seek-
ing to help those in need 
or possibly helping the 
Webster Men of Cour-
age to build a wheel-
chair ramp for a needy 
person, teaching a Bible 
study class on Sundays 
as he’s done for over 50 
years, or serving in one 
of the many positions of 
leadership in the Min-
den Lions Club or his 
local church. Minden’s 
2023 Man of the Year is a 
true servant-leader.”

Congratulations to all 
the winners and thank 
you for your contribu-
tions to Minden and 
Webster Parish.
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AMBER MCDOWN
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Ashley Sowls, a native 
of Minden, was appointed 
as the first African Ameri-
can prosecutor for St. 
Mary’s County in Mary-
land on January 3, 2023. 
While Sowls moved from 
Minden with her mother, 
Daisy Sowls, she still has 
many family members 
who reside here as well 
as cherished memories 
of visiting the City of Min-
den. 

“I used to visit Minden 
every year, mainly sum-
mers,” said Sowls. “Some 
of my fondest memories 
were seeing all the differ-
ent places my family lived 
and visiting cousins that I 
didn’t see very often.”

Sowls’ strong family re-
lationships and faith have 
molded her into a capable 
woman who seeks to help 
others.

“One thing that has al-
ways sustained me is my 
faith in God and my Uncle 
Otis telling me to reach 
for the moon because if I 
miss I’ll still land amongst 
the stars. I’ve been reach-
ing for the moon since,” 
Sowls said. “My family’s 
support is everything to 
me. My Uncle Cle, who 
has since passed, was 
always encouraging to 
me and stressed mak-
ing wise decisions. My 
Uncle Charles has always 
stressed that I can be 
and conquer anything if 
I keep God first and keep 
my head in the books. My 
mother and grandmother 
have always supported 
me and reminded me that 
I am a Sowls and there 
are no limits to what I can 
do with God on my side. 
They’re strong women in 
their own rights and have 
pushed me to be better 
at every stage of my life. I 
am grateful to have a slew 
of cousins and aunts that 
also have always lifted 
me up and stood in the 
gap when I needed some-
thing. It took a village to 
raise me, and my village 
was strong and loving.

“I’ve lived in Maryland 

for about 30 years. My 
mother was in the Air 
Force and, after we were 
displaced by Hurricane 
Andrew in Florida, she re-
ceived the opportunity to 
relocate. She chose Mary-
land because it was close 
to Washington, DC, and 
the federal government 
had great opportunities 
for former military.”

Sowls’ mother always 
knew her daughter could 
achieve great things, and 
started encouraging her 
early.

“My mom used to read 
a lot of John Grisham 
books, which are based 
on lawyers. She wanted 
me to be a doctor, so we 
watched a lot of ER epi-
sodes when I was younger. 
At some point, I realized I 
wasn’t a fan of needles, so 
that wasn’t going to work 
for me. I loved books 
about powerful lawyers 
fighting for the underdog. 
I especially loved movies 
with lawyers that took on 
big corporations to fight 
for a community that had 
been wronged. That’s 
when I knew I wanted to 
serve the community and 
fight for those that didn’t 
have a voice. I chose the 
public service route, and 

I love the work that I do. 
I get to help people while 
keeping the community 
safe.

“I received my Bach-
elors of Arts degree in 
Criminology and Crimi-
nal Justice from the Uni-
versity of Maryland, Col-
lege Park. I then moved to 
law school and attended 
the Charlotte School of 
Law where I obtained my 
Juris Doctorate degree.”

At the time of her ap-
pointment as prosecutor, 
Sowls did not realize she 
was also making history.  

“I am honored to be a 
part of this historic mo-
ment. I never would have 
imagined that I would be 
making history by just do-
ing the thing that I love, 
and I pray my appoint-
ment as the first African 
American prosecutor en-
courages others to step 
into new spaces. I also 
hope it encourages those 
already occupying those 
spaces to make room for 
change and growth as 
State’s Attorney Sterling 
has made for me; she’s 
such a trailblazer. I ad-
mire her as a person and I 
am honored to be serving 
the residents of St. Mary’s 
County under her leader-

ship,” said Sowls.
State’s Attorney Jaymi 

Sterling said, “I am con-
fident Ashley will make 
an immediate positive 
impact to our county 
and this office.  Ashley’s 
breadth and depth of 
knowledge and her com-
passion for crime victims 
will serve the people of St. 
Mary’s County very well.”

Ashley Sowls plans to 
continue her work in the 
Special Victims Unit, but 
will also be adding ad-
ditional types of violent 
crimes to her caseload.

“Although I just started 
in this position, I plan to 
continue to work in the 
Special Victims Unit pur-
suing justice for victims 
of rape, child abuse, and 
domestic violence,” Sowls 
said. “Since joining the 
St. Mary’s County State’s 
Attorney’s Office, I have 
added violent crimes, to 
include homicide, to my 
caseload. I look forward 
to putting my mark on 
these areas and finding 
ways to better my skills 
as an attorney so I can 
be more effective for the 
community. I don’t know 
what the future holds, but 
I am open to wherever 
God leads me.”

Minden native appointed as first African American 
prosecutor for St. Mary’s County

CELEBRATION

COURTESY PHOTO
Ashley Sowls, a native of Minden, was recently appointed as prosecutor of St. 
Mary’s County, Maryland. While this alone is noteworthy, after she was appointed 
Sowls discovered that she was the first African American to hold this position.

tion.  “We are here on this 
day for a great change, 
and she is a change agent. 
She is here to make things 
happen. We have selected 
a great leader, I believe, 
to take us to the end of 
the things we need to do 
here. She has the passion 
for education, the pas-
sion for growth, and the 
passion for diversity, and 
therefore, Dr. Spillers, I 
commend you on this day 
as you take the helm, and 
lead the students, the fac-
ulty, and the staff to great-
er heights,” said Bradford.

The next to speak was 
Stephanie Barnette, presi-
dent/CEO of the Greater 
Minden Chamber. She 
spoke of Chancellor Spill-
ers’ efforts in making sure 
the college gave oppor-
tunities to its students 
that were relevant for the 
needs of the local busi-
nesses and workforce.

“Once she was an-
nounced as chancellor, 
she immediately went to 

work to ensure that the 
reputation the school pos-
sesses continues to evolve 
in line with current busi-
ness and industry needs. 
New programs are being 
added, current programs 
are being revamped, she 
is listening to the needs of 
our local workforce. I am 
excited about the future of 
this college with Dr. Spill-
ers at the helm,” said Bar-
nette. 

Representing the stu-
dent body, the college se-
lected the SGA president 
of NLTCC’s Shreveport 
campus, Shatorey Cole-
man, to share a few words 
from the perspective of 
the students. 

“We are delighted to 
have you as our chancel-
lor, and on behalf of the 
student body, I would like 
to welcome you to North-
west Louisiana Techni-
cal Community College. 
With your fresh vox, and 
optimistic approaches, 
we are sure this school 
is in good hands. So, Dr. 
Spillers, I want to leave 
you with a quote by Lisa 

Brown which says, ‘you 
don’t have to be great to 
get started, but you do 
have to get started to be 
great,’” said Coleman. 

Last but definitely not 
least, Dr. Jayda Spillers 
herself addressed the 
crowd, both thanking 
them for their support by 
coming to her investiture 
and having confidence in  
her to lead the college in a 
positive direction. 

“I’m just truly humbled 
this morning. I never 
dreamed that I would be 
here as chancellor,” said 
Dr. Spillers. 

“I have fallen in love 
with our faculty and staff 
here at Northwest, and 
our students. Everything 
we do is driven by put-
ting our students first. 
Whether it’s Minden, 
Shreveport, or Mansfield, 
we love our students, and 
I’ve found that we had a 
faculty and staff that did 
the same thing. 

“Many of them need the 
skills that we are giving 
them because they want 
a sustainable living. They 

want to support them-
selves and their families, 
and we don’t want them 
to stop there. 

“‘It’s not where they 
are on that train, they get 
on and they get off don’t 
they?

“We want to give them 
the tools to be able to get 
on that train, earn those 
certifications, earn those 
college credits, and get 
started in life.”

The last thing she ad-
dressed was expressing 
her desire to have the 
community involved in 
the college and provid-
ing their input, so that to-
gether they can all move 
forward in a direction that 
benefits everyone. 

“To our community, 
we cannot do what we do 
here at Northwest without 
you. You are very vital to 
us. It is so important to me 
that you are involved. We 
want to hear from you and 
what you have to say… so 
we can move forward and 
stay cutting edge.”

NLTCC
Continued from Page 1

we created something 
called Minden’s Finest: 
Approach with Caution. 
It’s for intelligence for our 
department.”

“Anytime that a vehicle 
is stopped and we come 
across that person, or if 
we go to their residence, 
we know that we could 
be dealing with some-
one that has issues, and 
we can handle it more 
delicately, approach it in 

a much different man-
ner. That’s a lot that’s on 
people’s minds today: 
how will we deal with 
folks with schizophrenia 
or PTSD? This will give us 
some awareness, and we 
really encourage people 
to come to the police de-
partment, get one of these 
forms and fill it out. Once 
you get it back to us, we’ll 
enter it in our database, 
and you’ll get those stick-
ers that you can put on 
your vehicle, your house, 

or both.“
To register yourself or 

someone in your care, 
pick up the form at the 
police station. After it is 
filled out, it needs to be 
taken to that person’s doc-
tor to be signed. Return it 
to the police station, and 
the information will be 
entered in their system. 
You will receive an iden-
tification sticker that will 
help police to immedi-
ately recognize that they 
might be dealing with a 

person who may not react 

in a typical manner.

In a previous interview, 

McIver stated, “I’ve seen 

exactly how people can be 

when they’re not on their 

medication. It can be like 

switching a light switch. 

It can be misconstrued. 

It can mimic something 

else. I think it will ease 

the minds of people in the 

community that we have 

that information.”

FINEST
Continued from Page 1



It’s sad that throughout the 
entire United States ESPN 
could not find an actual female 
to be recognized.

Rather, ESPN has recognized 
college swimmer Will/Lia 
Thomas, a transgender athlete 
who was born a male but who 
claims to have “transitioned” to 
become a female.  As a result, 
this male swimmer has now 
won many of the most sought-
after awards in women’s col-
lege swimming.

In response, 12-time All-
American female swimmer 
Riley Gaines, who has been 
fiercely opposed to transgen-
der “women” competing in 
women’s sports, called-out 
ESPN for being “spineless” and 
suggested a boycott.

“Lia Thomas is not a brave, 
courageous woman who 
EARNED a national title.  He is 
an arrogant, cheat who STOLE 
a national title from a hard-
working, deserving woman,” 
Gaines said in a tweet. “The @
ncaa is responsible.”  If I was 
a woman working at ESPN, I 
would walk out.  You’re spine-
less @espn #boycottESPN,” 
Gaines added.

It’s happening all over.
Another intentional example 

that underscores the unfairness 
includes a biological male—a 
bearded pro powerlifter named 
Avi Silverberg who competes 
against males—who entered a 
women’s competition in Can-
ada.  Silverberg entered the 
tournament after mockingly 
“identifying” as a female and 
then bench-pressed nearly 370 

pounds, beating the current 
Alberta women’s record by al-
most 100 pounds.

The Independent Council on 
Women’s Sports (ICONS) in 
Canada said Silverberg appro-
priately “mocked the discrimi-
natory policy” that allows com-
petitors to register for events 
under their “gender identity 
and expression, rather than 
their sex or gender.”   ICONS 
added, “what Avi Silverberg 
so obviously points out is that 
policies allowing men access 

to women’s 
sports com-
pletely re-
move any 
integrity in 
w o m e n ’ s 
c o m p e t i -
tions.”

Let’s all 
recall high 
school biol-
ogy. 

W h i l e 
all human 
beings are 

spiritually and morally equal 
and made in the image and 
likeness of God, males and fe-
males are physically quite dif-
ferent. That’s why when I read 
the defense of Lia/Will Thomas 
being that “well, he/she takes 
testosterone depressants or 
hormone therapy” it means 
nothing to me. 

Why?
Because when Lia/Will 

Thomas was a young male go-
ing through puberty there was 
no suppression of his physical 
development as a male.  This 

includes a male’s greater heart 
and lung capacity, height, 
greater and stronger muscula-
ture and a host of other male 
attributes that give a male ath-
lete an unquestioned advan-
tage over a female athlete.

Transgender proponents 
argue that boys who identify 
as girls actually are girls.  No, 
they’re not.  And they are defi-
nitely not biologically—males 
clearly have physical advantag-
es over females—and in physi-
cal sports, gender and biology 
really do matter. 

The fact that this has even 
become a disputed matter is 
a testament to how unhinged, 
morally and ethically, our na-
tion has become.  At a time 
when Americans are frequently 
told to ‘follow the science’ sci-
ence is here rejected with the 
resulting unfairness to female 
competitors.

This insanity was advanced 
when the Biden Administra-
tion made a striking departure 
from the previous position on 
Title IX, a federal education law 
that prevents discrimination 
based on sex—meaning bio-
logical males and females.  

 However, President Biden 
issued an Executive Order enti-
tled Preventing and Combating 
Discrimination Based on Gen-
der Identity or Sexual Orienta-
tion.  The Order states in per-
tinent part that “[a]ll persons 
should receive equal treatment 
under the law without regard to 
their gender identity or sexual 
orientation.”

 This language may sound 

benign, but it is not.
Conversely, the Trump Ad-

ministration specifically reaf-
firmed the position that public 
school districts may exclude 
students from athletic teams 
based on “gender identity” and 
could require students to use 
bathrooms based on biological 
sex, rather than gender iden-
tity.

The real tragedy is that all 
of the progress of Title IX for 
females is now threatened by 
the transgender agenda, which 
seeks to allow biological males 
to compete in girl’s and wom-
en’s sports.  

 Let’s also remember that 
sports and athletics play an 
integral role in the develop-
ment of young girls who will 
be robbed of the opportunity 
for that growth and develop-
ment—and athletic scholar-
ships which may be their only 
chance at college—if forced to 
compete with biological males. 

As tennis great, Martina 
Navratilova, has said, ““[T]
here will always be significant 
numbers of boys and men who 
would beat the best girls and 
women in head-to-head com-
petition.  Claims to the contrary 
are simply a denial of science.” 

Let’s end this gender delu-
sion and confusion that dam-
ages the futures of females by 
preventing them from reaching 
their fullest potential.

Royal Alexander is a Shreveport 
attorney.

This coming Sunday, we will 
celebrate Easter. I hope that you 
all have a great Easter Sunday 
with your family and friends. Eas-
ter is when we celebrate Christ’s 
conquering the grave and in turn, 
conquering  death. As a result, 
death for us has no sting and is 
no longer possible as long as we 
believe in HIM. Our sins are for-
given. And, our debts have been 
paid in full as a result of Jesus ful-
filling HIS mission in doing what 
HE came to walk this earth to do. 
Just as HE said he would, Jesus 
rose from the grave after HE was 
put to death. 

At Easter, I have an even deep-
er focus as to what Christ did for 
us. HE gave his life away for us. 
If Christ was sinless, but yet was 
crucified, then there was abso-
lutely no hope for us until HE 
died for our sins. I hope that all 
of you will celebrate this GREAT 
news on Easter Sunday with your 
family and friends in the church 
of your choice. So many have sac-
rificed and died for the right for 
us to have this choice! 

This past Saturday morning as I 
was doing some work around the 
house, one of my favorite songs 
came up on my iPod mix. “The 
Lighthouse” is one of my all time 
favorite gospel songs. 

When the song goes into the 
chorus, I get weak and start tin-

gling to the 
point of 
s h e d d i n g 
tears. 

“And, I 
thank God 
for The 
Lighthouse, 
I owe my 
life to Him. 
Jesus is The 
Lighthouse 
and from 
the rocks 
of sin, He 

has shown the light around me, 
so that I might clearly see. If it 
wasn’t for The Lighthouse, where 
would this ship be?” 

To me, this song says it all. Un-
til this past Saturday, it had been 
quite a while since I had heard 

this song. For me, how appropri-
ate it is that this song comes up 
on my iPod mix at Easter. There 
is a message in that, no doubt. I 
am so emotional and to the point 
of tears right now writing this col-
umn. 

Upon thinking of the tremen-
dous sacrifice that Jesus made 
for us, my thoughts often turn 
to the many ways that God has 
been taken out of so many things 
in our modern day lives. And if 
certain people have their wishes 
realized, many more things are in 
danger of losing their connection 
to God from a public perspective. 
Essentially, Christians are being 
attacked simply for being Chris-
tians. 

Those that want God removed 
from everything have twisted 
things around to the point where 
God is not to be mentioned in 
any single entity considered as 
public domain. If the framers of 
our constitution meant for God 
to be removed from everything 
in the public domain, then why 
was God the basis of practically 

everything our forefathers did in 
getting this country started? For 
me, changing everything based 
upon the reasoning that our con-
stitution needs be be a living, 
breathing and constantly chang-
ing document is not now…..nor 
has it ever been a valid excuse. 
Also, why was “In God We Trust” 
placed on our United States cur-
rency? Of course, these same 
groups of individuals are also try-
ing to have our currency altered 
to have God removed from that 
too. 

No doubt, our country has been 
extremely blessed beyond all ex-
pectations. And, of course, there 
is no question in my mind as to 
why this is true. It is because our 
country has traditionally put God 
first. God has traditionally been 
the foundation of everything that 
we have done as a nation. If our 
country has tremendously pros-
pered and has become what we 
believe to be the greatest nation 
on earth for all of these years, 
then why do we need to change 
virtually everything that we are 

doing? Some truly great citizens 
and mighty great leaders have 
been reared in this country. As 
such, they were brought up to 
honor and treasure our country’s 
traditional value system in put-
ting God first.

These days, all that we ever 
seem to hear from those trying 
to radically change all of our tra-
ditional values is what is wrong 
with America. We seldom (if 
ever) hear what is good or what 
is right about America. There 
are so many things that are great 
about this wonderful nation in 
which we live. The freedom to 
worship as we choose and where 
we choose is definitely at the top 
of the list. So at Easter (and at all 
times), let us all be ever so thank-
ful for the tremendous sacrifice 
that Jesus made for us so that we 
may have an everlasting life with 
Him. Happy Easter, my friends!  

Randy Brown is Vice President of 
Specht Newspapers, Inc., and publisher of 

the Minden Press-Herald.

According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion, an estimated 1 in 68 chil-
dren has an autism spectrum 
disorder,  a 30% increase over 
its 2012 estimate of 1 in 88 chil-
dren.

If it  is true that some of our 
greatest thinkers, including 
Thomas Edison and Albert Ein-
stein had autism then maybe 
we better reexamine our at-
titudes toward those who are 
born with this disorder.

I especially enjoyed watching 
episodes  of  the ABC show, The 
Good Doctor, starring Doctor 
Shaun Murphy, who gave us a 
glimpse into autistic behavior. 

Even though the jury is  out 
on what causes autism,  I would 
like to  talk a little bit about the 
advantages of autism because 
I don’t care what disability we 
have we need to celebrate our 
uniqueness and not label oth-
ers, trying to fit  everyone in the 
same mold.

We won’t all be football play-
ers or tennis stars nor should 
we want to be because it takes 
all kinds to make the world go 
round.

If Thomas Edison, the found-
er of General  Electric  born 
in 1847, hadn’t been kicked 
out of school, after only three 
months  in the first grade,  and  
his mother taught  him at home 

because his teacher said “he is 
addled and his mind wanders 
in class,” we might not have the 
light bulb today.

Thomas Edison was asked 
one time what he would have 
done if he hadn’t invented the 
light bulb he replied “I would 
still be  in there trying...”

Why is it that we often  try 
to put everyone in the same 

mold?  Why 
do we want 
to catego-
rize what is 
important 
and what 
has value 
only with 
the grade 
placed on it 
by those in 
authority?

Is there 
not some 

value in “stepping to the beat of 
a different drummer?”

It took Thomas Edison five 
thousand tries before he in-
vented the first incandescent 
light bulb.

It also took Colonel Sand-
ers one thousand times before 
he sold his chicken recipe.  He 
slept in his car, while traveling 
across the country, trying to 
sell his recipe that continues 
to make a fortune.  It took Sam 
Walton to perfect the mufti-

purpose store, known as
Walmart, to not only make 

his family wealthy but to in-
crease competition between 
businesses. 

But back to my favorite sto-
ry of Thomas Edison.  I love 
this story because it affirms 
the power of persistence.  The 
Bible says “The race is not to 
the swift, nor the battle to the 
strong, but time and chance 
happens to them all.”

God knew what he was doing 
when He made man.  He gave 
us each one at least one small  
talent and we can use it and it 
will multiply or if buried it will 
die. 

Who can  place value on 
what we do?  So many inven-
tions come into being simply 
because of necessity.  When we 
want something badly enough 
we can believe it into existence.  
It is a tried and true statement 
that says “what we can conceive 
and believe we can achieve.”

I say just keep on keeping on 
at whatever you do whether 
great or small and never ever 
let anyone else define what is 
valuable or has any worth.

None of us are alike nor 
should we want to be.  God 
made no duplicates --  no two 
snow flakes are alike.

God must have liked variety.
How could anyone not be-

lieve in God?  I find it much 
easier to believe in the One 
who made me, who causes the 
blood to flow through my veins 
and who created me to breathe 
without even thinking about it 
than to believe in atheism.

We will never fully appreci-
ate the value of what others do 
in life, whether great or small, 
because that is how we un-
fortunately are made and this 
lack of understanding  is what 
causes much of the conflict in 
the world.

If we could only understand 
and appreciate each other a 
little more -- and not bully 
each other even as adults --  we 
would know that it is only in 
our uniqueness that we cel-
ebrate our finest hours!!

Having this knowledge gives 
me the energy to go on even in 
the midst of emotional storms,  
but I am energized knowing 
that God will always pull me 
through because Jesus is the 
same yesterday, today, and 
forever getting me to the right 
place at the right time.

I am thankful for this “peace 
that passes understanding.”

Contact Sarah at sarahp9957@aol.
com
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‘Women’s’ History Month
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Stepping to the beat of a different on the road less traveled
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VALLETTE WEAVER/SPECIAL TO THE PRESS-HERALD
Lakeside’s Hallie Sutton gets a hit during a doubleheader sweep of Bossier last week at Lakeside.

Parish teams continue to have success

All parish teams in good 
position to make playoffs
RUSSELL HEDGES
Minden Press-Herald

The regular season 
ends on April 12, and it 
looks like all five Webster 
Parish teams will qualify 
for the playoffs.

Under the LHSAA’s 
new format, the top 26 
teams in the final power 
ratings in each of the five 
non-select divisions and 
the top 24 in select Divi-
sions I-IV make the play-
offs.

According to Geaux-
Preps.com, Minden (15-
11) was No. 12 in non-
select Division II ratings 
through April 2, North 
Webster (12-14) No. 23 
in Division III, Lakeside 
(15-10) No. 9 in Division 
IV, Doyline (6-8) No. 18 
in Division V and Glen-
brook (14-9) No. 15 in 
select Division IV.

Last week, Glen-
brook, Minden and 
North Webster complet-
ed district play.

Glenbrook won the 
District 1-1A champion-
ship with a 4-0 record. 
Minden finished second 
to 2022 Class 4A state 
champion North DeSoto 
in District 1-4A with a 7-1 
mark.

North Webster fin-
ished second to Sterling-
ton in District 1-3A with 
a 4-1 record.

Glenbrook went 3-0 
last week, defeating Plain 
Dealing 17-0 and Arcadia 
23-1 in district play and 
Mangham 10-0 in a non-
district game.

Gabi Brown went 
3-for-3 with a triple and 
three RBI against Plain 
Dealing.

Vivian Still went 
4-for-4 with a home run, 
two triples and six RBI 

in the three-inning game 
against Arcadia. Sarah 
Margaret Mosley went 
3-for-4 with two doubles 
and three RBI. 

Eli Earnhardt went 
3-for-3 with three RBI 
in the six-inning game 
against Mangham. 

North Webster went 
4-0, defeating Bastrop 
14-7 and Union Par-
ish 16-6 in District 1-3A 
play and Minden 10-3 
and Plain Dealing 13-3 in 
non-district games.

Carlie Campbell 
turned in a strong per-
formance in the circle 
against Minden, allow-
ing five hits (per Minden 
stats). Anekah Coleman 
went 2-for-4.

Coleman went 3-for-4 

with a home run and two 
RBI in the five-inning 
game against Plain Deal-
ing. Paige Timmons went 
3-for-4 with a double and 
two RBI. 

Coleman had two 
doubles and three RBI 
against Union Parish.

Minden went 2-1. Af-
ter failing to North Web-
ster early in the week, the 
Lady Tiders rebounded 
with district victories 
over Northwood 6-2 and 
BTW 15-0.

Leigha K-Gilbert went 
3-for-4 with a home run, 
two doubles and four 
RBI against Northwood.

Her grand slam in the 
top of the fifth gave Min-
den a 6-0 lead.

Kylie Ryan pitched a 

two-hitter with six strike-
outs and four walks.

Ryan went 3-for-3 
with a home run and six 
RBI in the three-inning 
game against BTW.

Lakeside went 3-1. 
The Lady Warriors swept 
a doubleheader against 
Bossier 15-0 and 17-0 
and defeated Evangel 
Christian 7-1 in non-
district games. They lost 
to defending select Divi-
sion IV state champion 
Calvary Baptist 14-4 in a 
District 1-2A game.

Raleah Harris hit a 
three-run home run in 
the first game against 
Bossier. Maggie Man-
dino, Hallie Sutton and 
Teal Austin had two RBI 
apiece.

RUSSELL HEDGES
Minden Press-Herald

All five parish teams 
picked up at least one win 
last week.

Glenbrook went 3-0. 
The Apaches opened Dis-
trict 1-1A play with a 15-0 
victory over Arcadia then 
defeated Cedar Creek 7-3 
and Mangham 10-0 in non-
district games.

Cason Clemons, Josh 
Chandler and Ryan Reagan 
combined on a no-hitter 
with eight strikeouts in the 
three-inning game against 
Arcadia.

Toby Haulmark allowed 
just four hits in a complete 
game against Cedar Creek. 
He walked three and struck 
out eight.

Maddox Mandino had 
a home run, double and 
four RBI in the five-inning 
game against Mangham.

Hayden Harmon 
pitched a no-hitter with 10 
strikeouts and two walks.

Glenbrook entered this 
week 16-8.

Minden went 2-1. The 

Crimson Tide split Dis-
trict 1-4A games, defeating 
Bossier 16-1 and losing to 
Northwood 9-4. They also 
defeated Loyola 2-1.

Jaxon Smith pitched a 
three-hitter against Loyola. 
He struck out six and 
walked only one.

Nine players combined 
for 11 hits in the three-in-
ning game against Bossier.

Hudson Brown went 
2-for-2 with three RBI. 
Price Miller went 2-for-2 
with two doubles.

Jakobe Jackson had 
two doubles against North-
wood.

Minden entered this 
week 14-8 overall and 2-1 
in district.

North Webster split a 
pair of District 1-3A games, 
defeating Union Parish 
16-6 and falling to Sterling-
ton 14-1.

Cooper Sanders and 
Judd Wesson had two RBI 
each against Union Parish. 
Eight Knights had hits.

North Webster entered 
this week 15-5 overall and 
2-1 in district.

Lakeside went 1-3. The 
Warriors opened the week 
with a 10-4 victory over 
Evangel Christian. They 
lost three tight games in a 
District 1-2A series against 
Calvary Baptist, 11-8, 8-5 
and 8-7.

Lakeside broke a 2-2 tie 
with eight runs in the top of 
the fourth against Evangel.

Jon Jon Dick went 
3-for-4 in the game with 
two doubles. Matthew Agu-
ilera went 3-for-4 with two 
RBI.

Bradley Dick and Jon 
Jon Dick both went 3-for-
4 with a double in the first 
game against Calvary.

Jon Jon Dick hit a two-
run home run in the sec-
ond.

In the third game, the 
Warriors scored six runs 
in the bottom of the fifth to 
take a 7-5 lead.

But the Cavaliers 
scored two in the top of the 
seventh and the game went 
into extra innings tied at 7. 
They scored one in the top 
of the eighth without get-
ting a hit.

Chase went 2-for-4 with 
two RBI. Aguilera went 
2-for-4 with a double.

Lakeside entered this 
week 11-11 overall and 1-5 
in district.

Doyline went 2-1. The 
Panthers dropped a 3-2 de-
cision to Red River in nine 
innings to start the week. 
They swept a District 1-B 
doubleheader against Cas-
tor, 8-3 in eight innings 
and 6-1.

Noah Spears scattered 
seven hits in 7 2/3 innings 
against Red River. He 
struck out 13 and walked 
only two.

Spears went 2-for-3 in 
the first game against Cas-
tor.

Caysten Mingo allowed 
two hits and struck out six 
in four innings. Benton 
Bates allowed five hits and 
issued only one walk over 
the final five innings.

Spears allowed only two 
hits in six innings in the 
second game. He struck out 
12 and walked only one.

Mingo hit a two-run 
home run.

N. Webster girls 
win Haynesville  
meet; Minden 
boys runner-up

RUSSELL HEDGES
Minden Press-Herald

North Webster won 
the girls division and Min-
den finished runner-up in 
the boys last week in the 
Haynesville Relays.

North Webster 
scored 127 points, edg-
ing Haynesville by one 
point, in the girls division. 
Caldwell Parish finished 
third with 101 and Minden 
fourth with 81.

Minden scored 118 in 
the boys division. Haynes-
ville had 169. North Web-
ster was third with 95 and 
Homer fourth with 70.

North Webster’s Na-
vaeh Watts swept the 100- 
and 200-meter dashes. 
She ran the 100 in 12.50 
seconds, .62 faster than 
Arcadia’s JaKyria Cocker-
ham.

Watts ran the 200 in 
27.06. Cockerham fin-
ished second in 28.37.

Lakeside runners 
swept the distance events.

Lexi Bradley took the 
1,600 in 6:35.23. Caldwell 
Parish’s Isabella Abrams 
finished 2.98 seconds be-
hind her.

Madison McGraw won 
the 3,200 in 17:02.38. 
North Webster’s Ramzee 
Lewis was second in 17:39.

North Webster swept 
all four relays. The Lady 
Knights won the 4X100 
in 51.20, the 4X200 in 
1:50.85, the 4X400 in 
4:50.71 and the 4X800 in 
12:34.45.

Minden was second in 
the 4X400 in 4:54.13.

Lakeside’s McKenzie 
Chase won the pole vault 
with a 7-6. 

North Webster’s Ami-
yah White finished second 
in the 100 hurdles and 
300 hurdles.

Other North Webster 
athletes finishing runner-
up were SherAsia Men-
denhall (800) and Kalli 
Bethany (pole vault).

Minden’s Kynnadi 
Brown finished runner-up 
in the discus and shot put.

Minden’s other run-
ner-up finishers were 
Keirsten Dixon (400) 
and Natalie Henry (high 
jump).

North Webster ath-
letes finishing third were 
Quianna Clark (100 hur-
dles) and Allison Lorenz 
(pole vault).

Minden athletes fin-

ishing third were Jolee 
Dison (1,600) and Kiara 
Dixon (high jump).

Lakeside athletes fin-
ishing third were Jalacia 
Roberson (300 hurdles) 
and Layla Thornton (jav-
elin).

Minden’s Stafford Bai-
ley and Christian Lofton 
won events in the boys 
division.

Bailey took the 400 in 
54.42, edging Lakeside’s 
Omero Urbina by just .01 
seconds.

Lofton and teammate 
Porter Neal finished 1-2 in 
the 1,600 in 5:31.40 and 
5:33.24, respectively.

Three North Webster 
athletes won events.

Avante Curry took 
the 300 hurdles in 42.93. 
Haynesville’s Isaiah 
Washington was second 
in 44.03.

Gavin Marshall and 
his teammate Chase McK-
enzie finished 1-2 in the 
pole vault with vaults of 
9-6 and 9-0, respectively.

Braedon Robertson 
won the long jump with 
a 20-7. Homer’s Jarek 
Shelton was second with 
a 20-4.

Lakeside’s JaCoby 
Curry took the 800 in 
2:11.32, 7.2 seconds faster 
than Minden’s Neal.

Lakeside’s Gavin 
Woodall won the 3,200 
in 12:54.68. Haynesville’s 
Carl Smith was second in 
12:56.40.

Lakeside won the 
4X400 relay in 3:42.71 
and Minden took the 
4X800 in 9:49.21.

Minden was run-
ner-up in the 4X200 in 
1:34.63. Homer won in 
1:33.25.

Other Minden athletes 
finishing runner-up were 
Jaylin Williams (200) 
and Brayden Britton (110 
hurdles).

North Webster’s  Kem-
aurion Jefferson finished 
second in the high jump.

Minden athlete’s fin-
ishing third were Tyja-
veyin McClendon (400) 
and Cameron Parker (300 
hurdles), 

North Webster ath-
letes finishing third 
were Eric Silvers (1,600, 
3,200), Kedrien Cody 
(110 hurdles) and Cam-
eron Lewis (high jump).

Lakeside’s Joshua Se-
bald finished third in the 
100.

MEN’S COLLEGE BASKETBALL

JASON PUGH
NSU Assistant Athletic       
Director for Media Relations  

N A T C H I T O C H E S 
– Rick Cabrera’s intro-
ductory news conference 
Thursday afternoon in the 
Student Union Ballroom 
on Northwestern State’s 
campus was just another 
part of a dream.

“My dream job is being 
here as your head coach,” 
Cabrera told assembled 
media, fans and university 
staff members. “When I 
decided to get into coach-

ing, I laid down at night 
and said I want to be a 
Division I head basketball 
coach. This is my first op-
portunity, so this is my 
dream job. I’m so greatly 
appreciative of having this 
opportunity. Like I said 
earlier, 363 (Division-I 
head coaching jobs). I bet 
the applicants were times 
nine of 363 for this job. I 
had people believe in me 
that I was the next man to 
win an NCAA Tournament 
game.

VALLETTE WEAVER/SPECIAL TO THE PRESS-HERALD
Lakeside’s McKenna Chreene fires a pitch during a doubleheader sweep of Bossier last week.

CHRIS REICH/NSU PHOTOGRAPHIC SERVICES
Northwestern State Head Coach Rick Cabrera speaks at his intro-
ductory press conference last week in Natchitoches.

New NSU head 
coach reflects on 

‘dream job’

  See, CABRERA, Page 6
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SportS Russell Hedges, Sports Editor
rhedges@spechtnewspapers.com

BLACK BAYOU – 
Wildlife and Fisheries is 
reporting a toxic condi-
tion in the lake. Proceed 
with caution or contact 
the agency for more infor-
mation. Contact Honey 
Hole Tackle Shop 323-
8707 for latest informa-
tion.

BUSSEY BRAKE – 
Big bass are continuing to 
be caught on soft plastics 
as they have moved up to 
spawn. Crappie are on the 
spawning beds and hit-
ting shiners or jigs. For 
latest information, con-
tact the Honey Hole at 
323-8707. 

OUACHITA RIVER 
– Bass fishing has been 
best fishing the mouth of 
the cuts with shad imita-
tion lures. Crappie have 
been fair in the river 
lakes. For latest informa-
tion, contact the Honey 
Hole Tackle Shop at 323-
8707.

LAKE D’ARBONNE 
– Bass fishing has been 
best in the back of the 
creeks on soft plastics, 
jigs and creature baits. 
Crappie are in and out of 
the shallows starting to 
spawn with some caught 
on jigs and shiners. There 
are reports that some 
bream are starting to bed 
in the shallows with crick-
ets and night crawlers 
starting to produce. Cat-
fish are being caught fish-
ing cold worms and night 
crawlers off the banks. 
For latest information, 
call Anderson Sport Cen-

ter at 368-9669 or Honey 
Hole Tackle Shop at 323-
8707.

LAKE CLAIBORNE 
– Bass have been best 
fishing around the shal-
low docks with a Sinko 
or wacky worm as they 
have moved up to spawn. 
A good many crappie are 
being caught on yo-yos 
baited with shiners. No 
report on bream, stripers 
or catfish just yet. For lat-
est information, call Kel’s 
Cove at 927-2264 or Ter-
zia Tackle at 278-4498.

CANEY LAKE – Bass 
are on the beds with some 
really big females being 
caught as evidenced by a 
high school tournament 
where five bass averaged 
nearly 7 pounds each. 
Crappie are beginning to 
move to the shallows with 
some caught on shiners 
or jigs. Bream fishing is 
just now starting as they 
are moving in to spawn 
and hitting crickets and 
red wigglers. No report on 
catfish. For information 
contact Caney Lake Land-
ing at 259-6649, Hooks 
Marina at 249-2347, Ter-
zia Tackle at 278-4498 or 
the Honey Hole Tackle 
Shop at 323-8707.

LAKE POVERTY 
POINT – Catfishing is 
good. Crappie are in the 
shallows getting ready 
to spawn with some to 2 
½ pounds reported. No 
report on bream or bass. 
For latest reports, call 
Poverty Point Marina at 
318/878-0101. 

Fishing ReportLike father, like son
OUTDOORS

GLYNN HARRIS

(With the opening of 
spring turkey season in 
Louisiana on April 1, I un-
earthed this article I wrote 
13 seasons ago and with 
your indulgence, am re-
peating it as it has merit for 
today.) 

Donnie Parkman is 
a serious turkey hunter 
and with good reason; he 
learned from one of the 
best. His dad, V.E. “Blue” 
Parkman was a turkey 
hunting legend long before 
turkey hunting was “cool” 
in north Louisiana. 

Blue Parkman died in 
1995 at the age of 73 but 
before he passed away, he 
quietly and without fan-
fare was part of a handful 
of turkey hunters who went 
out morning after morn-
ing with dreams of find-
ing a single turkey track or 
maybe even getting to hear 
the ringing gobble of a long-
beard on the roost. 

Today, there are thou-
sands of turkey hunters 
new to the sport in north 
Louisiana and chances are 
good that today’s hunters 
will find turkey tracks, hear 
gobblers and have a chance 
to bring a strutting tom to 
the gun. I count myself as 
one of these late bloomers, 
having stumbled upon the 
sport I’ve come to love in 
1992. 

My introduction to 
turkey hunting, however, 
began fifteen years ear-
lier on an April morning 
in 1977 when I was coaxed 
to come along on a turkey 
hunt to Jackson Bienville 
wildlife management area 
by Blue Parkman. I admit 

I was curious about what 
hunting spring gobblers 
was all about but not curi-
ous enough to put on camo, 
pick up my shotgun and 
leave the bluegill beds.

As I followed Parkman 
through the woods that 
morning, listening to him 
coax sweet music from his 
old Lynch box call, I recall 
thinking that this might be 
a sport I’d get interested in 
somewhere down the line. 
Even though a gobbler an-
swered the call and indicat-
ed he wanted to play before 
a real hen took him across 
the Jackson Parish hills, 
my interest soon returned 
to what I usually did on 
spring mornings, and that 

was set up on a hot bream 
bed. My turkey hunting trip 
to Alabama in 1992 and my 
first face-off with a strut-
ting tom, however, changed 
all that. 

Today, I chase turkeys 
anywhere I have the chance 
to go, and that included a 
trip to south Texas where 
one of our hunting party 
from Ruston included Blue 
Parkman’s son, Donnie. 
During that trip, I was able 
to take a Rio Grande gob-
bler while Parkman, follow-
ing in his dad’s footsteps, 
took two. I sat down with 
Parkman to reflect on his 
dad’s legacy as one of north 
Louisiana’s pioneer turkey 
hunters.

“Dad was one of only a 
few turkey hunters in the 
area. L.W. Hamner, James 
Brooks and Levi McCullen 
and dad and very few oth-
ers were just about all there 
were back then,” Parkman 
told me.

“If you heard a gobbler, 
it was a successful day and 
if one did sound off, every 
hunter in the woods took 
off after him. They ran more 
off than they killed but they 
had a good time trying,” he 
added, chuckling.

“I was in high school 
when dad talked me into 
going turkey hunting with 
him. We hunted at a game 
preserve over near Bastrop; 
they had a few more turkeys 
there than we did here,” 
Parkman continued.

“Getting to the woods 
early and getting as close 
to the roost tree as possible 
without spooking the bird 
were some early lessons I 
learned from my dad. One 
of the main things he taught 
me was the need to develop 
patience. Sometimes we’d 
sit for hours waiting for a 
gobbler to show up when 
I’d want to take off and find 
another one. I learned from 
dad just how important be-
ing patient is to being a suc-
cessful turkey hunter.”

Donnie Parkman is con-
tinuing the turkey hunting 
tradition handed down to 
him by his dad.

“The times I enjoy most 
today are those times when 
I take my son, Jason, with 
me to the turkey woods. 
Dad passed his passion for 
turkey hunting down to 
me,” said Parkman, “and I 
owe it to my son to keep the 
legacy alive.”

COURTESY PHOTO
V.E. “Blue” Parkman, pioneer turkey hunter, is shown with a gobbler 
he took years ago.

HIGH SCHOOL SOFTBALL

Lakeside vs. Bossier

VALLETTE WEAVER/SPECIAL TO THE PRESS-HERALD
Lakeside catcher Emily Jones waits for the pitch during a doubleheader sweep of Bossier last week.

VALLETTE WEAVER/SPECIAL TO THE PRESS-HERALD
Lakeside’s Emily Jones scores a run against Bossier,

CABRERA
Continued from Page 5

“Just watching a Fair-
leigh Dickinson, Florida At-
lantic. I say, ‘Why not us?’ 
That’s the attitude you’ve 
got to have.”

Cabrera, 47, said he 
wants to instill a “tough” 
team once the 2023-24 sea-
son rolls around in Natchi-
toches, but Thursday was 
a chance for the first-time 
Division I head coach to 
show the other side of his 
emotional spectrum.

He fought back tears 
when speaking about his 
wife, Danielle, and had to 
compose himself when his 
thoughts turned to his late 
father Hugo Sr., saying out 
loud through a raspy voice, 
“I’m not going to talk about 
dad,” to which his sister 
in attendance responded, 
“He’s here.”

A six-year head coach 
at Lackawanna College and 
Tallahassee Community 
College, Cabrera compiled 
a record of 152-45. He spent 
13 years as a D-I assistant 
at Tennessee Tech, Austin 
Peay and Arkansas State 
where he recruited and tu-
tored all-conference play-
ers and helped Austin Peay 
standout Terry Taylor be-
come an NBA player.

“As we went through 
the search process, it was 
clear coach Cabrera pos-
sessed all the qualities we 
desired in a head coach,” 
Director of Athletics Kevin 
Bostian said. “We wanted 
somebody who was an elite 
recruiter and a developer 
of young men, not only on 
the court but off it as well. 
We wanted someone to fit 
the culture of Northwest-
ern State. His enthusiasm, 
passion, energy and hands-
in-the-dirt approach and 
grind-it out work ethic were 
a perfect match for North-
western State.”

Cabrera’s biggest take-
aways from his journey? 
Patience and the value of 
family.

“Sixteen or 17 years ago, 
we went on our first date,” 
said Cabrera, whose wife 
claimed it to have been 18 
years ago. “We were dating 
for about a month, and I 
knew this is what I wanted 
to do. During a date, we 
were at an Italian restau-
rant called Fratelli’s. We’re 
sitting across from each 
other, and I said, ‘Listen, 
this is the profession I want 
to go into. It’s going to en-
tail some traveling, some 
moving.’

“She had just gradu-

ated from Penn State. She’s 
very close to her family in 
Scranton, Pennsylvania. I 
wanted to give her a head’s 
up to say, ‘Hey, do you want 
to come along on this ride? 
If not, you can get out ear-
ly.’ She looked across with 
her big blue eyes and said, 
‘I’m in.’ Seventeen years 
later, we’ve been all over the 
place.

“She gave up her career 
as an athletic trainer. She 
went to school and got a de-
gree in kinesiology, and she 
hasn’t done anything with it 
in that realm. She’s a teach-
er, now. I appreciate you 
more than you ever know.”

Throughout his intro-
duction to Northwestern 
State and to Natchitoches, 
Cabrera reference a hand-
ful of quotes. One of those 
belonged to an unidentified 
speaker, but it related to the 
Cabrera family as a whole.

“A quote that has al-
ways stuck in my head – 
and I wrote it down – is, ‘A 
good coach needs a patient 
wife or husband, a loyal 
dog and a great post player, 
but not necessarily in that 
order,’” NSU’s 11th head 
men’s basketball coach 
said. “I definitely have two 
of the three in a patient 
wife and a loyal dog. I have 
a great post player coming, 
just wait and see.”

For Cabrera, Thursday’s 
moment was the culmina-
tion of a two-decade journey 
that began as a graduate as-
sistant at Tennessee Tech 
where he played basket-
ball and baseball. It wound 
through Miami Killian High 
School and Keystone College 
before taking him to Lacka-
wanna College in his wife’s 
hometown of Scranton.

It was during his time at 
Keystone that Cabrera had 
a bit of an epiphany and dis-
covered just how much he 
wanted to coach basketball.

“I was a dorm director 
and an assistant coach at 
Keystone College,” Cabrera 
said. “I told my wife this a 
couple of nights ago, but 
I wish I had kept my first 
pay stub from Keystone 
College. I remember it. 
With taxes taken out, it was 
$159.38 just for the coach-
ing stipend. That was every 
two weeks. I’ll never forget 
it. I’m out of college, and I 
have a master’s degree. I’m 
thinking, ‘What am I do-
ing?’ It’s all about patience. 
It has paid off. It has al-
lowed me to take care of 
myself and my family.”

VALLETTE WEAVER/SPECIAL TO THE PRESS-HERALD
Lakeside’s Mackenzie McCoy prepares to head home.
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GOOD NEWS

These are some things to 

ponder as we celebrate this 

special Holy Week. We can-

not imagine what life would 

be like today if Jesus had 

not come to earth to offer 

eternal life to mankind. As 

Jesus made his way toward 

Jerusalem in  those last few 

weeks of his life, He wanted 

so much to prepare his dis-

ciples for the time when 

He would not be with them 

physically. The Gospels re-

cord their responses to His 

efforts. Still after these years 

with him, they did not com-

prehend what His mission 

truly was. Jesus’ mission 

(from His Father) was to pro-

vide the ransom for sinful 

man so the relationship be-

tween God and man that ex-

isted in the Garden of Eden 

would be restored. Had Je-

sus not came in the form of 

man, this Divine Plan could 

not have been completed. 

We would not have a Savior! 

There would be no Redeem-

er! Our sins would not be 

forgiven! And there would 

be no hope of Eternal Life. 

If Jesus had not died for 

our sins, 

life would 

be miser-

able the 

older we 

get. We 

would still 

be slaves 

to the sin 

in our lives. Life would be 

hopeless, we  would be aim-

lessly wandering through life 

like “sheep without a shep-

herd.” The Cross, the spilled 

blood, the sacrifice Jesus 

made would all be done in 

vain…useless, meaningless 

and of no value to the re-

demptive plan of God, the 

Father. 

If there had been no ‘open, 

empty tomb’, if body of Je-

sus had been found in the 

tomb, and if there had been 

no evidence of Jesus’ resur-

rection, the hope of Eternal 

Glory would be just a wishful 

thought. All the promises of 

our Lord, found in the Bible, 

would be false hope lead-

ing us nowhere. But praise 

God…..Jesus did come from 

heaven in the form a babe 

(History verifies this); and 

He did die for our sins on a 

Roman cross. He was cruci-

fied with two thieves, being 

taunted by the soldiers, the 

Jewish leaders and others 

who gathered around the 

cross that day. (All of this 

was prophesied in the OT.) 

Salvation would not be pos-

sible and we would have 

no personal relationship 

with God, the Father and 

the promise of Eternal Life 

would be empty if Jesus had 

not be resurrected. 

But praise be to the Father, 

in the name of Jesus, that all 

of these are historical facts. 

According to the Gospels we 

can know for certain we are 

saved relying on the promis-

es of Jesus who is identified 

as the ‘Savior of the world.’  

As we celebrate Easter this 

week, consider sharing 

these thoughts with others 

who are not clear in their 

thinking of the significance 

of this Holy Week and what 

it means to history. 

EASTER IS MORE 

THAN….

A dogwood in bloom; but 

It is about the Empty Tomb;

It’s more than the bunnies, 

eggs and all that fuss;

It’s all about Jesus’ sacri-

fice for us,

About His death on Cal-

vary’s cross –

For you and me, no matter 

the cost.

It’s all about His Resurrec-

tion on Easter Day –

The New Life and Hope –A 

New Way.

It’s His Way of showing us 

His great love,

And the rewards in heaven 

awaiting above.

It’s God’s way of revealing 

His loving care and more –

To forgive our sins and 

open the door

To His eternal kingdom 

prepared for you and me,

Through Jesus’ Resurrec-

tion that sets us free.

Easter is all about the 

Christ, the Messiah, our 

Holy King – our Redeemer, 

Great Shepherd, our Every-

thing!

So early on this Sunday, 

we can rise to sing –

“Happy Easter to all – 

Christ has risen indeed!”

Bill Crider is Chaplain of Minden 

Medical Center

Bill Crider

If Jesus had not come…  If Jesus had not died…  if Jesus Was Not Resurrected……! 

“Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, 
by whom you were sealed for 
the day of redemption.” Ephe-
sians 4:30 NASB 

  

When the old sinful ways, 
such as lying, anger, stealing, 
or unwholesome words, are 
displayed in the believer’s 
new life, it grieves the Holy 
Spirit.  God has placed His 
Holy Spirit within every be-
liever as a guarantee of the 
new redeemed life in Christ.  Sin, any 
sin in the life of the believer, causes the 
Holy Spirit to grieve, suffer, and mourn.  
Having been sealed by the Holy Spirit, 

the believer’s relationship with God 
cannot be broken, but sin 
causes grief and a break in the 
sweet fellowship between the 
believer and God.

   

Lord God, I rejoice in my 
redemption and salvation in 
Christ. May my thoughts and 
actions not bring grief and ag-
ony, but joy, delight, and honor 
to You.  

Max Hutto is a Baptist Minister and a resi-
dent of Minden.  More information can be found 

at www.upwardlook.org.

THE UPWARD LOOK

Max Hutto

Grieve Not

Good News

INSPIRATION

The month of April is finally here and 

with it comes a great celebration and 

reflection. Many of us are  thinking why 

should I celebrate? What in 

this troubling time gives me a 

reason to celebrate? I say read  

carefully because your Bibles 

have the answers. Avid readers 

of the Bible and churchgoers 

know that  this is the month we 

recognize the death and resur-

rection of our savior. Jesus the 

perfect man died to  save the imperfect 

and give us the holy spirit. I would like 

to encourage everyone to  celebrate and 

reflect on the sacrifice of our savior. Jesus 

never gave up on us so let’s continue to be  

faithful to him. Mark 8:31 NLT says “Then 

Jesus began to tell them that the Son of 

Man must suffer  many terrible 

things and be rejected by the 

elders, the leading priests, and 

the teachers of religious law.  

He would be killed, but three 

days later he would rise from 

the dead.”

Bernard Harris III is a Haughton firemAN AND A 

LOCAL RESIDENT OF MINDEN

Bernard Harris

Easter Sunday
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C O N N E C T S

FREE INTERNET
Qualify today for the Government 

Free Internet Program

CALL TODAY (844) 621-9931

YOU QUALIFY  for 
Free Internet if you 
receive Medicaid, 
SNAP, WIC, 
Housing Assistance, 
Veterans Pension, 
Survivor Benefi ts, 
Lifeline and Tribal.

Bonus offer: 4G Android Tablet with 
one time co-pay of $20

ACP program details can be found at www.fcc.gov/affordable-connectivity-program-consumer-faq

Fun &
          Games

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  **Off er valid at time of estimate only. 2The leading consumer reporting 
agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in 
America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. Registration# 0366920922 
CSLB# 1035795 Registration# HIC.0649905 License# CBC056678 License# RCE-51604 Registration# C127230 License# 559544 Suff olk HIC  License# 52229-H License# 
2102212986 License# 262000022 License# 262000403 License# 2106212946 License# MHIC111225 Registration# 176447 License# 423330 Registration# IR731804 
License# 50145 License# 408693 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# H-19114 License# 218294 Registration# PA069383 License# 41354 License# 7656 DOPL 
#10783658-5501 License# 423330 License# 2705169445 License# LEAFFNW822JZ License# WV056912 

BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

1-833-441-0565CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

TH

E NATION’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A R
D1

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+20% %
OFF OFF10

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*



Classifieds
PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!
classifieds@press-herald.com

Classified line ads are published Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday in the Minden Press-Herald, Bossier Press-Tribune and online at www.press.herald.com

Classified
Rates
Pricing is easy!

$7.75
Per Day - Up to 20 words! 

Aditional words are only 30 
cents more!

Garage Sales
No word limit.

$11
One Day

$16.50
Two Days

Receive a FREE Garage 
Sale Kit with your two day 

ad!

* Garage Sale ads must be 
prepaid.

Deadlines

Ads
Line ads and display ads must 

be submitted by noon two 
days before publication. 

Public Notices
Public notices must be sub-

mitted two days prior to 
publication date depending 

on the length. Notices may be 
emailed to classifieds@press-

herald.com

Payments
Cash Checks, Billing

Real Estate Notice
“All real estate advertised 
here is subject to the Fed-

eral Fair Housing Act, which 
makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 

familial status, or national 
origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limita-
tion, or discrimination. We 
will not knowlingly accept 

any advertising for real estate, 
which is in violation of th 

elaw. All persons are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 

advertised are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

Grow
Your

Business
Call to place your ad!

PLACE
YOUR

AD
TODAY!
377-1866

SHERIFF’S SALE 

CITIBANK, N.S., 
NOT IN ITS INDI-
VIDUAL CAPACITY 
BUT SOLELY AS 
OWNER TRUST-
EE FOR NEW 
RESIDENTIAL, 
MORTGAGE LOAN 
TRUST 2018-4
VS.
PAMELA LEWIS 
THOMPSON 
AND WILLIAM E. 
THOMPSON, JR.

In the Twenty-Sixth 
Judicial District 
Court of Webster 
Parish, Louisiana, 
No. 80197

   By virtue of a 
WRIT OF SEIZURE 
AND SALE issued 
out of the Twenty-
Sixth Judicial 
District Court of 
Webster Parish, 
Louisiana, in the 
above styled and 
numbered suit and 
to me directed, I 
have seized and 
taken into my 
possession and 
will offer for sale at 
public auction to 
the last and highest 
bidder for cash 
WITH the benefit of 
appraisement and 
according to law at 
the principal front 
door of the Court-
house in the City of 
Minden, Webster 
Parish, Louisiana 
on WEDNESDAY, 
April 12, 2023, 
During the legal 
sale hours, the 
following property, 
to wit:

Begin at point 
where the North 
right-of-way line of 
Doyline-Pilgrims 
Rest Road inter-
sects the East line 
of Southeast Quar-
ter of Southwest 
Quarter, Section 20, 
Township 18 North, 
Range 10 West, 
Webster Parish, 
Louisiana; thence 
run North 420 feet, 
more or less to the 
Northeast corner of 
Southeast Quarter 
of Southwest 
Quarter, said Sec-
tion 20; thence run 
West 420 Feet; 
thence South 420 
feet, more or less, 
to North right-of-
way line of said 
Doyline-Pilgrims 
Rest Road; thence 
run in an Easterly 
direction along the 
North right-of-way 
line of said road 
420 feet, more or 
less, to the point of 
beginning, together 
with all improve-
ments thereon and 
all rights thereto 
belonging; subject 
to restrictions, servi-
tudes, rights-of-way 
and outstanding 
mineral rights of 
record affecting the 
property.

SOLD SUBJECT 
TO ANY SUPE-
RIOR LIENS, 
MORTGAGES 
OR PRIVILEGES 
THERETO. 
     Said property 
seized is that of the 
defendant and will 
be sold to satisfy a 
judgment rendered 
in our Honorable 
Court. 

JASON R. PARKER 
Sheriff & Ex-Officio 

Auctioneer
Webster Parish, 

Louisiana 

Linda Vaughan - 
Deputy

March 8, 2023
April 5, 2023
Minden Press-Herald

SLIGO AND ELM 
GROVE FIELDS
   
Docket Nos. 23-178 
thru 23-181

LEGAL NOTICE

STATE OF LOUISI-
ANA, OFFICE OF 
CONSERVATION, 
BATON ROUGE, 
LOUISIANA.
In accordance with 
the laws of the State 
of Louisiana, and with 
particular reference 
to the provisions of 
Title 30 of Louisiana 
Revised Statutes of 
1950, a public hearing 
will be held in the 
Hearing Room, 1st 
Floor, LaSalle Build-
ing, 617 North 3rd 
Street, Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana, at 9:00 a.m. 
on TUESDAY, MAY 
2, 2023, upon the 
application of PETRO-
CHEM OPERATING 
COMPANY, INC.
     At such hearing the 
Commissioner of Con-
servation will consider 
evidence relative to 
the issuance of Orders 
pertaining to the fol-
lowing matters relating 
to the Haynesville 
Zone, Reservoir A, 
in the Sligo and Elm 
Grove Fields, Webster 
Parish, Louisiana.
1. To authorize Petro-
Chem to drill, desig-
nate and utilize five 
cross unit horizontal 
wells as alternate unit 
wells for HA RA SUTT 
and HA RA SUVV, 
in the Sligo Field, at 

the locations and in 
the general manner 
shown on the plats 
submitted with the 
application.
2. To authorize 
Petro-Chem to drill, 
designate and utilize 
an alternate unit well 
for HA RA SUVV, in 
the Sligo Field, at 
the location and in 
the general manner 
shown on the plats 
submitted with the 
application.
3. To authorize Petro-
Chem to drill, desig-
nate and utilize six 
cross unit horizontal 
wells to serve as alter-
nate unit wells for HA 
RA SUXX, in the Sligo 
Field and as a unit and 
five alternate unit wells 
for HA RA SU58, in 
the Elm Grove Field, 
at the locations and 
in the general manner 
shown on the plats 
submitted with the 
application.
4. To establish that 
the proposed unit and 
cross unit alternate 
unit wells are neces-
sary to efficiently 
and economically 
drain portions of the 
Haynesville Zone, 
Reservoir A, underly-
ing the units which 
they will serve.
5. To provide that the 
proposed cross unit 
alternate unit wells 
should be perforated 
no closer than 330’ 
to any unit boundary 
other than to the ex-
tent to which the wells 
cross the common unit 
boundary between the 
units which they serve, 
and as necessary to 
approve the locations 
of the wells in excep-
tion to the applicable 
spacing rules.
6. To confirm that 
with respect to the 
proposed cross unit 
horizontal wells to be 
drilled to the Haynes-
ville Zone, Reservoir 
A, where the horizon-
tal lateral portion of 
a well is cased and 
cemented back above 
the top of the Haynes-
ville Zone, Reservoir 
A, the distance to any 
unit boundary and any 
offset well should be 
calculated based on 
the distance to the 
nearest perforation 
in the wells, and not 
based on the penetra-
tion point or terminus.
7. To find that unit 
production from 
the cross unit wells 
should be allocated 
to each unit served in 
the same proportion 
as the perforated 
length of the lateral 
in each unit bears to 
the total length of the 
perforated lateral as 
determined by an “as 
drilled” survey per-
formed after the cross 
unit wells are drilled 
and completed.
8. To authorize the unit 
allowable for these 
units to be recovered 
from the unit wells, 
any alternate or cross 
unit alternate unit well, 
or from any combina-
tion of such wells, at 
the discretion of the 
operator.
9. Except to the extent 
inconsistent herewith, 
to confirm and 
continue in effect the 
pertinent provisions of 
Office of Conservation 
Order No. 8-N, effec-
tive January 12, 2010, 
as amended and sup-
plemented by the 8-N 
Series of Orders, with 
respect to the Sligo 
Field and Order No. 
361-L, effective July 
29, 2008, as amended 
and supplemented by 
the 361-L Series of 
Orders, with respect to 
the Elm Grove Field, 
and all applicable 
Statewide Orders.
10. To consider such 
other matters as may 
be pertinent.
     The Haynesville 
Zone, Reservoir A, in 
the Sligo Field, was 
defined in Order No. 
8-N, effective Septem-
ber 30, 2008.
     The Haynesville 
Zone, Reservoir A, in 
the Elm Grove Field, 
was initially defined in 
Order No. 361-L, ef-
fective July 29, 2008, 
and was redefined 
INSOFAR AND ONLY 
INSOFAR as to HA RA 
SU58, in Order No. 
361-L-129, effective 
April 7, 2009.
     Plats are available 
for inspection in the 
Office of Conserva-
tion in Baton Rouge 
and Shreveport, 
Louisiana.
http://dnr.louisiana.
gov/conshearings
     All parties having 
interest therein shall 
take notice thereof.

BY ORDER OF:

RICHARD P. IEYOUB
COMMISSIONER OF 
CONSERVATION

IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH THE AMERI-
CANS WITH DIS-
ABILITIES ACT, 
IF YOU NEED AS-
SISTANCE, PLEASE 
CONTACT THE OF-
FICE OF CONSERVA-
TION-ENGINEERING 
DIVISION AT P.O. 
BOX 94275, BATON 
ROUGE, LA 70804-
9275 IN WRITING 
WITHIN TEN (10) 
WORKING DAYS OF 
THE HEARING DATE.
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HAVE 
YOUR PET 

SPAYED 
OR  

NEUTERED
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Vanderbilt Mortgage 
and Finance, Inc. vs. 
Mary Jo Webb and the 
Unopened Succes-
sion of James Webb, 
26th Judicial District 
Court, Webster Parish, 
State of Louisiana, 
Docket Number 
80575.  Anyone who 
may be an heir or 
knows the identities 
and/or whereabouts 
of the heirs of James 
Webb, please contact 
Attorney Jessica Davis 
at 318-935-9448 or 
jessicagdavis.law@
gmail.com.

April 5, 2023
Minden Press-Herald

Docket No. 23-182
   
SIBLEY FIELD
Docket No. 23-182

LEGAL NOTICE

STATE OF LOUISI-
ANA, OFFICE OF 
CONSERVATION, 
BATON ROUGE, 
LOUISIANA.
In accordance with 
the laws of the State 
of Louisiana, and with 
particular reference 
to the provisions of 
Title 30 of Louisiana 
Revised Statutes of 
1950, a public hearing 
will be held in the 
Hearing Room, 1st 
Floor, LaSalle Build-
ing, 617 North 3rd 
Street, Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana, at 9:00 a.m. 
on TUESDAY, MAY 2, 
2023, upon the appli-
cation of ASQUARED 
RESOURCES II, LLC.
     At such hearing the 
Commissioner of Con-
servation will consider 
evidence relative to 
the issuance of Orders 
pertaining to the fol-
lowing matters relating 
to the Haynesville 
Zone, Reservoir A, in 
the Sibley Field, Web-
ster Parish, Louisiana.
1. To dissolve the 
drilling and production 
unit for the Haynesville 
Zone, Reservoir A, 
designated HA RA 
SUE created by Office 
of Conservation Order 
No. 148-M-2, effective 
October 13, 2009) 
as shown on the plat 
submitted with the 
application.
2. Simultaneously with 
the dissolution of the 
above unit, to create 
one additional drilling 
and production unit 
for the exploration 
for and production of 
gas and condensate 
from the Haynesville 
Zone, Reservoir A, to 
be designated HA RA 
SUQ, as shown on the 
plat submitted with the 
application.
3. To force pool and 
integrate all of the 
separately owned 
tracts, mineral leases 
and other property 
interests located within 
the proposed unit 
in accordance with 
Section 10, Title 30, of 
the Louisiana Revised 
Statutes of 1950, with 
each tract sharing in 
unit production on a 
surface acreage basis 
of participation.
4. To redefine the 
Haynesville Zone, 
Reservoir A, INSOFAR 
AND ONLY INSOFAR 
as proposed HA RA 
SUQ is concerned, 
as defined in Order 
No. 148-M-1, effective 
May 28, 2009.
5. To confirm that with 
respect to horizontal 
wells drilled to the 
Haynesville Zone, 
Reservoir A, in or to 
serve the proposed 
unit, where the hori-
zontal lateral portion 
of a well is cased and 
cemented back above 
the top of the Haynes-
ville Zone, Reservoir 
A, the distance to any 
unit boundary or offset 
well(s) will be calcu-
lated based on the 
distance to the nearest 
perforation in the well, 
and not based on the 
penetration point or 
terminus.
6. Except to the 
extent inconsistent 
herewith, to extend to 
the proposed unit all 
pertinent provisions of 
Order No. 148-M, ef-
fective May 12, 2009, 
as amended and 
supplemented by the 
148 Series of Orders, 
and all applicable 
Statewide Orders.
7. To consider such 
other matters as may 
be pertinent.
     The Haynesville 
Zone, Reservoir A 
was initially defined in 
Order No. 148-M, ef-
fective May 12, 2009, 
was redefined as to 
HA RA SUE in Order 
No. 148-M-2, effective 
October 13, 2009, 
and is redefined as 
set forth above as to 
proposed HA RA SUQ.
     Plats are available 
for inspection in the 
Office of Conserva-
tion in Baton Rouge 
and Shreveport, 
Louisiana.
http://dnr.louisiana.
gov/conshearings
     All parties having 
interest therein shall 
take notice thereof.

   
BY ORDER OF:

RICHARD P. IEYOUB
COMMISSIONER OF 

CONSERVATION

IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH THE AMERI-
CANS WITH DIS-
ABILITIES ACT, 
IF YOU NEED AS-
SISTANCE, PLEASE 
CONTACT THE OF-
FICE OF CONSERVA-
TION-ENGINEERING 
DIVISION AT P.O. 
BOX 94275, BATON 
ROUGE, LA 70804-
9275 IN WRITING 
WITHIN TEN (10) 
WORKING DAYS OF 
THE HEARING DATE.

April 5, 2023
Minden Press-Herald

With all the weird and wacky things
to do in Louisiana, it’s pretty fair to
say the unusual is our usual.

Get your FREE pass and check in
at just eight of the offbeat offerings
on our list to win a prize.
((Of course, the prize will be unusual!)

SIGN UP FOR YOUR FREE PASS AT: Fun.LouisianaTravel.com

AN UNUSUAL OFFER FOR YOU.

SCAN ME!

Graphic 
Designer 
Needed
Webster 
Printing 

Company in 
Minden is 

seeking an 
experienced 

graphic 
designer. 
For more 

information, 
contact Wal-
ter at (318) 
243-7102.

Part-Time Receptionist / Assistant Bookkeeper 
(9am-3pm)

Manage front desk / Customer service duties include:
 - Greet and help customers face-to-face
 - Answer and direct calls
 - Monitor and reply to office voicemails and emails
 - Coordinate with other departments regarding place-
ment of different advertisements (past & future)
 - Coordinate with other departments for placing clas-
sifieds and legal notices
 - Accept payments for subscriptions, accounts, etc
 - Manage supply inventory and make orders as needed
 - Monitor funds available for postage and add when 
necessary
 - Convert paper files to e-documents using a scanner 
and Google Drive
 - Filing
 - Keep front area clean and orderly

Assistant bookkeeper duties include:
 - Compiling deposits
 - Answer customer questions regarding payments and 
billing
 - Mail out billing with tearsheets, including filling out 
affidavits
 - Assist with any other billing or deposit duties as 
needed/requested

Applicants should be familiar with modern office equip-
ment (i.e. scanners, Mac/PC, postage machines, fax 
machines) as well as programs such as Google Drive, 
Google Docs, and Gmail.

Apply at the Minden Press-Herald, 203 Gleason Street. 
318-377-1866

EMPLOYMENT

 Presbyterian 
Village of Hom-
er is accepting 
applications for 
Full-Time and 

Part-Time Floor 
Tech/Mainte-

nance. Contact: 
Rickey Smith 
Maintenance 
Supervisor at 

(318) 927-6133 
DRIVERS

 Delivery Driv-
ers Needed
New Higher 
Pay Scale! 

Bill & Ralph’s 
Inc. 118 B & R 
Drive, Sarepta, 

La. 71071
Accepting Ap-
plications For 
Delivery Route 

Drivers with 
a CDL(Class 
A) Drivers 
License. 

Free Medical 
Insurance for 
Driver, Family 
Medical Insur-
ance available. 

Dental and 
401K Ben-

efits, Hourly 
plus Incentive 

Pay, Yearly 
Safety Bonus 
Pay, Monthly 
Safety/Perfor-

mance Pay. 
Apply at Bill & 
Ralph’s Con-
tact Mickey 
Hodges at 

(318)539-2071 
mickey.hodg-
es@billandral-

phs.com 

ADOPT...
DON’T 
SHOP



BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Bossier Press-Tribune                                                            Where Local Business Gets Done.
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Your Ad |
Two Newspapers | 

Two Websites | 
All Business

Scan the QR Code to get started
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