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The 2023 Scottish Tar-
tan Festival had a great 
turnout this weekend, at-
tracting visitors from all 
around this area and even 
some from out of state. 
The festival, which is in 
its 21st year, was held in 
downtown Minden for 
the first time. 

Music and dancing 
could be found through-
out the day at the vari-
ous stages which were set 
up in and around Millers 
Quarters. The festival also 
delivered genealogy in-
formation as well as dis-
plays of combat, black-
smithing, flint knapping, 
and more. There were also 
a number of competitions 
available to participate in 
or just enjoy watching as 
an audience.

Many of the dogs that 
turned out for the dog 
show were decked out in 
tartans and tams. The dog 
show featured two cat-
egories: Scottish breeds 
and all breeds. In the 
Scottish breeds category 
Clyde, a 3 year old Scot-
tie, won 1st place; Yazhi, 
an almost 13 year old Bor-
der collie, won 2nd place; 
and Nova, a 9 year old red 
merle coated Border col-
lie, won 3rd place. In the 
All Breeds category, Char-
lie, a 12 year old Yorkie, 
won 1st place; Mojo, a 3 
year old German shep-
herd mix, won 2nd place; 
and Jax, a 7 year old Lab-
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State Representative 
Wayne McMahen spoke 
with the Minden Press-
Herald at the close of the 
second week of the legis-
lative session which be-
gan on April 10.  McMa-
hen, the representative 
for District 10 which en-
compasses all of Webster 
parish and a small piece 

of Bossier Parish, is serv-
ing on the House Select 
Committee on Disaster 
recovery and the Joint 
Legislative Committee on 
Capital Outlay.

“Without question, the 
largest issue we are facing 
is a $1.6 billion surplus 
this year,” said McMahen. 
“We have some things 
looming in the future.  In 
2025 we are going to lose 
almost a half billion dol-

lars in tax revenue when 
the .45 cent tax rolls off. 
We need to start prepar-
ing for that.  Now we are 
sitting here flush with 
money. Much of that is 
hurricane relief money 
and federal money left 
over from COVID. Those 
are monies you do not 
rely on receiving again, so 
we need to try to establish 
what we’re going to do 
this year and what we can 

project going forward. We 
need to take care of some 
of the in-
f r a s t r u c -
ture needs 
and may-
be some 
pay raises 
a r o u n d 
the state. 
There is a 
c o n s t i t u -
tional cap 
that limits how much we 

can spend. It requires 
a two-thirds vote of the 
House of Representatives 
and the Senate to be able 
to go above that spending 
cap. I think we need to be 
very careful going forward 
because we are going to 
have some leaner years 
ahead.”

With such a large sur-
plus that cannot all be 
legally spent due to a 
spending cap, what hap-

pens to the money?
“I would think that if 

we could pay some debt 
down and roll some of the 
interest that we are paying 
off, that money would be 
freed up down the road for 
things like teacher raises 
and education. From a 
conservative standpoint, 
let’s look at our rainy day 
fund and see how we can 
shore those up and free 

GOVERNMENT

$1.6 million surplus is biggest issue for Legislature
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LIONS CHICKEN CHARBROIL
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Lions Club Chicken Charbroil a smoking success
The Minden Lions Club Chicken Charbroil was a big success, selling almost 
800 dinners on Saturday morning. This semi-annual event is a major fund-
raiser for the Lions Club whose mission is to serve.
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On the afternoon of 
April 18, the Minden Po-
lice Department, Minden 
Fire De-
partment, 
W e b s t e r 
P a r i s h 
S h e r i f f ’s 
O f f i c e 
( W P S O ) , 
and the 
Bureau of 
A l c o h o l , 
To b a c c o, 
Firearms and Explosives 
(AFT) were called out to 
the 900 block of Brackin 
Street to investigate pos-
sible explosives.

Originally, the WPSO 
had received information 
that stolen items were 
located at this property. 
They and the Minden Po-
lice Department went to 
check out that tip, receiv-
ing permission to search 
from the parents in the 
home.

“We asked if they mind-
ed if we walked through 
the house,” said Minden 
Police Chief Jared McIver. 
“They gave us consent to 
go in the house. When 
we went in the house, the 
juvenile —  he was sitting 
on the porch — he went 
in there with us. He said, 
‘I can show you where 
my room is.’ Well, he 
walked in the house and 
then bolted out the back 
door. Deputy Chief Hank 
Haynes and I chased him, 
and we finally caught 
him; he was hiding under 
a truck. We brought him 
back, and went in there 
and started searching, 
and it just started snow-
balling: drugs, bombs, 
and explosive devices. It 
went from a simple inves-
tigation to a major investi-
gation real quick.”

Inside the 17-year-old’s 
room, they found not only 
a handgun and narcotics 
but also a variety of ma-
terials that could be used 
for making bombs as well 
as several devices that ap-
peared to be bombs.

“We have found all 

Juvenile 
caught 
with bomb-
making 
materials
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TARTAN FESTIVAL 2023

Minden celebrates 
Scottish heritage

AMBER MCDOWN/PRESS-HERALD PHOTO
It was a beautiful day for the Scottish Tartan Festival. 
People came from all over the ArkLaTex to enjoy 
Scottish heritage, eat some haggis, and watch the 
Highland Games. This was the first year the festival 
was held in downtown Minden.
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Hannah Moss of the 
500 block of N Main 
Street was arrested for 
failure to seek assis-
tance after a man was 

brutally beaten in her 
home. She also gave a 
false report of the inci-
dent to Webster Parish 
Sheriff’s Office (WPSO) 
deputies prior to being 
arrested on a warrant, 
after which she gave the 

full story. 
The first meeting with 

a deputy took place 
at the Crawfish Hole. 
“Hannah told me that 
some man broke into 
her house so she called 

CRIME

Webster woman fails to seek assistance for man 
beaten in her home
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Louisiana is planning 
to spend $21 million to 
increase school security 
by creating single-entry 
access points at public 
schools as well as paying 
for other types of secu-
rity equipment. This will 
be financed under the 
Bipartisan Safer Com-
munities Act, which was 
approved by congress 
last year.

‘’We intend to use one-
time funds to harden 

the perimeters of our 
schools,’’ state Super-
intendent of Educa-
tion Cade Brumley said. 
‘’These funds will sup-
port this foundational 
element of school safety.’’

The money will be able 
to be used for physical 
security measures such 
as creating single point 
entries and purchasing  
equipment such as secu-
rity cameras and metal 
detectors. Having a single 
entry point is considered 
a best practice in secu-
rity, but most schools 

were not built with this in 
mind.

Superintendent 
Brumley plans to 
award 42 school 
systems approxi-
mately $500,000 
each to help in-
crease security 
across the state. 

‘’We want to put 
out real money 
because we know 
these are expensive,’’ said 
Brumley.

But here in Webster 
Parish, the district has 
been making improve-

ments across the parish 
for several years now, 

including hav-
ing most of the 
schools already 
set up for single-
entry. 

“What I’m ea-
ger to find out is, 
can that money 
be used for may-
be a few other 
things than just 

the single entry?” said 
Superintendent Johnny 
Rowland. “Because what 
we’re blessed with in 
Webster right now is the 

majority of our schools 
are already established as 
single-entry schools. The 
problem that we’re run-
ning into is, after the day 
starts, maintaining single 
entry into the schools — 
not having that side door 
propped open, not hav-
ing that other door un-
locked, whatever it may 
be. It’s just maintaining 
and doing our due dili-
gence during the day to 
stay that way. But what 
I’m wondering is…can 

Public schools to receive funding to increase school security
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radoodle, won 3rd place.
The haggis eating con-

test always draws a big 
crowd. Haggis, according 
the Encyclopedia Britan-
nica is “the national dish 
of Scotland, a type of pud-
ding composed of the 
liver, heart, and lungs of 
a sheep (or other animal), 
minced and mixed with 
beef or mutton suet and 
oatmeal and seasoned 
with onion, cayenne pep-
per, and other spices. The 
mixture is packed into 
a sheep’s stomach and 
boiled.” The announcer 
for this competition de-
clared, “This is some of 
the best haggis I’ve ever 
eaten.” The winner of the 
haggis eating contest was 
Trey Campbell who fin-
ished in just 37.66 sec-
onds. 

The Bonniest Knees 
competition is also a tra-
ditional crowd favorite. In 
this competition, a wom-
an is selected to judge 
how bonny, or attractive, 
the knees of the competi-
tors are. The men must 

be wearing kilts, and the 
judge is blindfolded and 
must assess their knees by 
touch. This year, Johnnye 
Kennon of the Webster 
Parish Convention & Visi-
tors Commission was se-
lected to judge. After ca-
ressing the knees of the 11 
contestants, the final win-
ner was chosen: Gabriel 
Mateo of Mooringsport, 
Louisiana. 

This year the Scottish 
Tartan Festival added 
Highland Games to the 
event. Based on the crowd 
response, the games will 
probably become big-
ger and more competi-
tive over time. The games 
started with the stone 
put, shot putting a 22 lb 
stone. Nathan Sunter won 
that competition. Next, 
they did the heavy weight 
for distance, throwing 
a metal ball on a chain 
which weighed around 40 
lbs. This was won by Dal-
ton Cate. Then the stone 
chuck, chucking a more 
than 30 lb stone freestyle, 
was won by Nathan Sunt-
er. After that, they com-
peted in the caber toss, 
throwing a pole that was 

around 15 feet long and 
close to 100 lbs. This was 
won by Sam Haynie. And 
the final individual com-
petition was the weight 
over bar, where they stood 
under a bar that started 
out 9 feet in height and 
threw a 42 lb weight over 
it backwards. The bar was 
raised after each round. 
The winning contestant, 
Dalton Cate, was able to 
get his final throw over 
a 12-foot high bar. The 
games finished up with a 
tug-of-war between the 
competitors. If you’re 
interested in participat-
ing in Highland Games, 
check out the instructor’s 
website at https://back-
yardrebellion.com. 

The Scottish Tartan 
Festival is presented by 
the Scottish Society of 
the Louisiana Highland 
to “commemorate the 
rich culture of our Celtic 
ancestors who came to 
this country in decades 
past.” For more informa-
tion about this society, 
see their website:  https://
www.louisianahighlands.
scot.
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that money be used for 
added perimeter fenc-
ing, let’s say, which 
could really help at some 
of our campuses? Those 
are the questions I have. 
We’ve been very proac-
tive already in Webster 
to establish a lot of this. 
I’m looking forward to 
future conversations to 
see just what exactly that 
money can be used for. 
But we’re thankful, we’re 
appreciative, and we’re 
glad that the federal gov-
ernment down through 

the LDOE is recognizing 
these needs.”

The Department of 
Education has advised 
school leaders to solicit 
ideas from educators, 
parents, and others in 
the community for keep-
ing our schools safe. Last 
year, the state held its 
first school safety sum-
mit, and more that 800 
educators and first re-
sponders attended. The 
next safety summit is 
scheduled for June 15 
at Raising Cane’s River 
Center in Baton Rouge.

kinds of items that 
could be constructed 
into a bomb,” said Mc-
Iver. “We’ve still got one 
little bomb-making de-
vice that they’re going 
to look at and x-ray, but 
the other ones appear 
to be some kind of ma-
nipulated fireworks. The 
way he had everything 
packaged up in individ-
ual packages — like little 
detonators here, shrap-
nel here, little powders 
here — he had them all 
individually bagged, so 
it definitely leaves no 
doubt that he was on 
the verge, on the cusp 
of getting ready to start 
constructing something. 
I don’t know what kind 

of internet sites he’s 
been on; we don’t know 
that yet. The way every-
thing was laid out…it 
leads us to believe that 
we just averted some-
thing that could’ve hap-
pened in the future, ma-
jorly. I think we dodged 
some stuff here. The 
way it was packaged, he 
could’ve made multiple 
bombs. I think he was 
getting ready to start ex-
perimenting. It’s all of 
our beliefs that this has 
probably stopped some-
thing that would have 
happened in the future.”

The juvenile was tak-
en to the police station 
for questioning with his 
mother present. He was 
then transported to the 
Ware Youth Center.

up some of the money we 
are paying in interest.”

Currently in Webster 
Parish, there are a num-
ber of projects already in 
the works to improve in-
frastructure.

“One of the things that 
has been really good for 
our state, including  Dis-
trict 10, over the past 
couple of years is the wa-
ter sector money we put 
in place as a legislature,” 
McMahen said. “I think 
the first round was $300 
million and the second 
round for water sector was 
$450 million. That is $750 
million that came back to 
a lot of rural communities 
to upgrade rural water 
associations and sewer 
systems. That is what the 
funds were delegated for 
so there were guidelines 
on how the funding could 
be used.  That has been 
very good for our district 
as it has allowed us to up-
grade water lines, water 
wells, purification sys-
tems and some other sew-
er projects in our district.  
The idea is to facilitate 
some of the water systems 
to consolidate so they will 
have more wells to back 

each other up and have 
better water volume and 
pressure at the fringes of 
the water associations.”

“We have been very for-
tunate to get several water 
projects in this district,” 
McMahen said.  “These 
are the types of projects 
we have had problems 
finding funding for. We 
recognized, as a legisla-
tive body, these needs 
and decided we wanted to 
dedicate some of the fed-
eral monies to upgrade 
and fortify some of our in-
frastructure needs

in the water and sewer 
sector.”

Of course, everyone 
knows that bridges and 
roads across the parish 
and state need upgrades.

“When I got into the 
legislature in 2018, the 
DOTD told me we had 
about $14 billion worth 
of backlog in infrastruc-
ture across our state that 
needed to be addressed,” 
McMahen said.  “The last 
figure for these needs 
was around $18 billion. 
We have a lot of road mil-
age that needs to be ad-
dressed and we are look-
ing for ways to move some 
funds toward that.”

When asked how road 

projects are selected, 
Representative McMa-
hen explained that the 
Department of Transpor-
tation and Development 
(DOTD) is charged with 
that.

“DOTD does a good 
job in prioritizing what 
we need to do first.  They 
have a to-do list of which 
roads are most traveled 
and in the most need of 
repair.  Some of the ru-
ral roads that need to be 
repaired have low traffic 
counts.  When deciding 
which roads to fix first, the 
priority goes to the roads 
that have the most traf-
fic.  That is something the 
DOTD does, and I think 
they do a pretty good job.”

DOTD has a vehicle 
with sensors that can 
measure the deteriora-
tion of a road.  If you have 
ever noticed a road that 
appears to be in good 
condition getting a chip 
seal, that is because that 
road has been evaluated 
and found to be getting 
close to needing repairs.  
Instead of waiting three or 
four years and then need-
ing a new overlay on them, 
the chip seal will give 
about eight more years of 
usability for a fraction of 

the cost of overlay.
“Louisiana is in a re-

ally good place right now, 
coming out of COVID and 
getting back on our feet,”  
said McMahen.  “Tax rev-
enue is up. There are some 
major projects we need to 
do across the state.  How-
ever, getting workers and 
enough people to put the 
infrastructure in place is a 
bit of a problem.  We are 
still having supply chain 
issues with getting ma-
terials to do water and 
sewer projects.  There are 
many projects out there 
that we have funds for 
right now that are still not 
finished because of these 
issues.  We have several 
bridges that need to be 
worked on.”

“I think we  have a good 
legislature.  We work hard 
as a group, and we’re in a 
good place to move for-
ward to make our state 
better over the next five 
to ten years if we are pru-
dent and conscientious 
with the money we have 
and spend it wisely.”

Watch for updates on 
the regular legislative 
session in future Minden 
Press-Herald articles.
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for the neighbor’s help. 
Hannah stated that she 
got scared and drove 
off,” the booking report 
read. 

Later, she was picked 
up by the WPSO on a 
warrant. Hannah told 
deputies that she would 
like to speak with the of-
ficer she told the first ac-
count to. 

“She told me she lied 
about what happened. 
She told me that she 
brought the victim to 
her house and multiple 

males jumped him be-
cause he stole drugs 
and guns from them. 
Hannah stated she wit-
nessed the males hitting 
the victim in the head 
with a gun and hammer. 
She stated she didn’t 
want anything to do with 
it so she left. Hannah left 
and went back to work 
without calling 911, the 
police, or rendering aid,” 
the report read. 

After coming forward 
with this information, 
Moss was charged with 
failure to seek assistance 
and filing a false report.

CRIME
Continued from Page 1

Bill moves forward to help relief of pregnancy 
expenses from father of child

GABBY JIMENEZ AND 
CLAIRE SULLIVAN
LSU Manship School News Service

BATON ROUGE–The 
House Civil Law and Pro-
cedure Committee moved 
forward a bill that would 
allow mothers to recuper-
ate half of out-of-pocket, 
pregnancy-related medi-
cal expenses from the fa-
ther of their child.

After the baby is born, 
the mother would have 
two years to recover these 
expenses, which would 
not include costs covered 
by insurance. Under pres-
ent law, women have no 
avenue for this action. 

“I think this is a very 
good bill to really help the 
pregnant women in our 
state who have no way 
to recover these medical 
expenses,” said Rep. Law-

rence “Larry” Frieman, 
R-Abita Springs, the bill’s 
author.

The bill requires that 
paternity be proved by 
clear and convincing evi-
dence, with the burden of 
proof requiring paternity 
to be more likely true than 
untrue.

The proposed law, 
House Bill 5, garnered 
support from both anti-
abortion and abortion 
rights groups, including 
Louisiana Right to Life 
and 10,000 Women Loui-
siana.

The bill comes on the 
heels of a near-total abor-
tion ban in Louisiana af-
ter the overturning of Roe 
v. Wade, which has raised 
questions for lawmakers 
about supporting moth-
ers.

The bill was amended to 
outline which pregnancy-

related medical expenses 
could be recovered from 
the biological father by 
the biological mother.

The bill would ac-
cept actual medical 
expenses,”which include 
costs incurred for prena-
tal care, including hospi-
tal visits, pharmaceuti-
cal expenses and travel. 
Additional expenses in-
curred during the preg-
nancy, determined to be 
“reasonable and neces-
sary” under a judge’s dis-
cretion, may also be eli-
gible for reimbursement.

There was discussion 
about what counted as a 
reasonable medical ex-
pense.

Rachael Catalanotto, a 
St. Tammany Parish law-
yer, said mothers could 
submit prenatal vitamins 
and other “[types] of ex-
penses that mothers take 

on during the pregnancy 
that they would not have 
otherwise.”

Rep. Gregory A. Miller, 
R-Norco, asked if Lamaze 
classes fell under the bill. 
Catalanotto said those 
classes would ultimately 
be up to a judge.

Morgan Lamandre, the 
chief executive and presi-
dent of Sexual Trauma 
Awareness and Response, 
raised concerns that the 
two-year period to recov-
er the expenses was not 
enough. 

Lamandre also argued 
the bill should extend to 
miscarriages and still-
births because women 
still incur pregnancy costs 
in these scenarios. Mater-
nity clothes should also 
be considered a reason-
able expense, she said.

Officials are trying to remedy a decline in 
TOPS scholarship participation

GABBY JIMENEZ
LSU Manship School News Service

BATON ROUGE–State 
officials are trying to fig-
ure out how to remedy a 
decline in TOPS schol-
arship participation 
throughout the state.

The Taylor Opportunity 
Program for Students, 
known as TOPS, is a 
merit-based scholarship 
funded by the state. The 
program offers scholar-
ships to Louisiana resi-
dents attending public 
colleges, universities or 
vocational schools in the 
state.

Kim Hunter Reed, Loui-
siana’s commissioner on 
higher education, spoke 
to the House Committee 
on Appropriations Thurs-
day about the declining 
participation numbers.

As the number of high 
school graduates in the 
state has declined, so has 
the number of eligible 
TOPS recipients, Reed 
said. Acceptance rates for 
TOPS scholarship have 

also seen a decline, she 
said. 

For those who were 
eligible and did not use 
TOPS last year, 12.9% of 
the students missed the 
one-year deadline to ac-
cept their TOPS scholar-
ship, according to Reed, 
and 56.8% enrolled at a 
school part-time. TOPS 
does not cover part-time 
enrollment.

Fourteen percent of the 
eligible students enrolled 
at a school out of state, 
Reed said. But 15% of stu-
dents, or 8,000 TOPS eli-
gible students, did not go 
anywhere.

“They’re not in the na-
tional database,” Reed 
said. “They’re not in our 
state’s database. And so 
we have to continue to 
ask the question: What 
is happening in terms of 
talent development? And 
how do we reach these 
students?” 

Reed said the declining 
participation is particu-
larly concerning due to 
the large number of stu-

dents who are eligible for 
the scholarships but still 
choose to not use it.

Rep. Debbie Villio, R-
Kenner, asked if the de-
clining numbers were 
correlated to a lack of 
face-to-face instruction 
during the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

According to Reed and 
Sujuan Boutté, executive 
director for the Louisi-
ana Office of Student Fi-
nancial Assistance, there 
has been a continuous 
decline in participation 
since before the pandem-
ic started.

Among the various 
types of awards, Bout-
té said, the TOPS Tech 
award, which provides 
scholarships for students 
to attend a vocational 
or technical school, has 
the highest percentage 
of eligible recipients not 
appearing on records. 
The percentage of stu-
dents not showing up on 
records decreases as the 
requirements for each 
scholarship increases, 

which Boutté attributed 
to students’ preparedness 
to attend a post-second-
ary institution.

“Where we’re checking 
is – did those students go 
straight to work? … We 
are seeing those greater 
trends for those that were 
enrolled part-time, those 
that missed the deadline. 
Those are your most af-
fected students,” Boutté 
said.

Other states are luring 
TOPS eligible students 
with incentives like bigger 
scholarships and better 
financial aid, Reed noted.

Reed emphasized the 
importance of communi-
cation and outreach, es-
pecially in high school, to 
ensure students are aware 
of the program.

“We’ve got to meet stu-
dents where they are, and 
make sure that they know 
that there are opportuni-
ties for them to pursue 
education,” Reed said.

EDUCATION



It turns out that the 51 
former U.S. intelligence ex-
perts who signed the letter 
that President Biden used 
in the debate with President 
Trump to allege that the ex-
plosive and damaging infor-
mation contained in Hunter 
Biden’s laptop was a Russian 
fake—were, in fact, pushing 
the actual “Russian disinfor-
mation” campaign! 

Recall, this letter was also 
the “authority” used by Twit-
ter, Facebook, and many 
other social media platforms 
to censor and hide from the 
American people the New 
York Post’s article which, 
in great detail, reported the 
truth about abundant evi-
dence of widespread global 
corruption of the Biden 
Crime Family contained on 
Hunter’s ‘Laptop from Hell.’

Former CIA Deputy Direc-
tor Michael Morrell testified 
this past week that then-
Biden campaign senior 
adviser, now-Secretary of 
State Anthony Blinken, was 
the “impetus” of the public 
statement signed in October 
2020 that falsely but persua-
sively suggested the laptop 
belonging to Hunter Biden 
was “Russian disinforma-
tion.” 

Let me try to summarize 
this slimy mess.

Our current Secretary of 
State, Anthony Blinken, was 
the driving force behind the 
fabrication of a letter signed 
by 51 former intelligence 
officials to discredit the 
Hunter Biden laptop story 
as Russian disinformation 

when they knew full well it 
was not.

And why did Morrell, 
Blinken and the rest false-
ly discredit the New York 
Post story regarding Hunter 
Biden’s laptop as supposed 
Russian disinformation? 

“One intent was to share 
o u r 
( k n o w -
ingly false) 
c o n c e r n 
with the 
American 
p e o p l e 
that the 
R u s s i a n s 
were play-
ing on this 
issue; and 
two, it was 

to help Vice President Biden 
… to win the election.”

How should we interpret 
this?

Well, we all enjoy freedom 
of speech and the right to 
our own opinions, but it was 
of great significance and 
gravity that these promi-
nent, credentialed former 
intelligence officials lent 
their names to this knowing-
ly false statement.  Millions 
of Americans assumed the 
signatories of the letter had 
access to information that 
we, as average American 
citizens, did not have.  They 
were right.  These officials 
did have special knowledge 
and that’s the reason their 
signing the letter and attest-
ing to this falsehood is all 
the more deceitful, manipu-
lative, and damaging.

What was the result?

It provided a lazy, compli-
ant, Biden-supporting na-
tional media with the justi-
fication it needed to ignore 
the Hunter Biden laptop 
story and discredit Hunt-
er’s former business part-
ner, Tony Bobulinski, who 
went on the record before 
the election to substantiate 
much of the information 
on the laptop through the 
use of huge numbers of text 
messages.

Why does this matter so 
much?

Because the revelation 
of influence-peddling by 
Hunter Biden just prior to 
the election was obviously 
newsworthy given that for-
mer VP Biden had repeated-
ly said he had “never spoken 
to my son about his overseas 
business dealings.” 

The emails effectively 
proved that Joe Biden was 
not only aware of his son’s 
business dealings but actu-
ally participated in meetings 
in support of this lucrative, 
international scheme to 
sell access to the U.S. Gov-
ernment.    Thus, Joe Biden 
demonstrably lied directly 
to the American people 
throughout the 2020 cam-
paign and in the Presiden-
tial Debates.

So, how should we view 
this joint effort by the na-
tional media and these cur-
rent and former intelligence 
officials and other Adminis-
tration officials who essen-
tially colluded to suppress 
the Hunter Biden Laptop 
story? 

The Wall Street Journal of-
fers a sobering admonition:  

This “partisan foray by 
current and former U.S. in-
telligence officials … should 
be deeply troubling to 
Americans on the left and 
right.  They have authority 
by dint of access to informa-
tion that isn’t confirmable 
by the press, which takes 
their spin as gospel.  This is a 
form of political corruption 
that needs to be exposed … 
” (WSJ, 12-5-22)

What effect would this 
damaging information have 
had on the 2020 election?

After the election, a full 
17% of Biden voters polled 
stated that they would not 
have voted for Joe Biden 
had they known prior to the 
election of the information 
contained on the laptop.

Remember, Pres. Trump 
only lost the Electoral Col-
lege count by a mere 44,000 
votes in three swing states 
out of approximately 154.6 
million votes cast nation-
wide!  

As a result of this ma-
levolent suppression of the 
truth, the voice of the people 
was silenced, and the trajec-
tory of American history and 
world history was forever 
changed.

This was a dirty, cynical, 
and corrupt political trick of 
the first order that we have a 
moral and civic obligation to 
unfailingly call out and ex-
pose.

Royal Alexander is a Shreveport 
attorney.

With Louisiana hav-
ing seen some of the worst 
storms to hit in years, it is no 
surprise at all that more stu-
dents are not at their desks in 
public schools.

Among the hardest hit in 
the latest head count was St. 
John the Baptist Parish. Its 
public school district lost 1 
out of every 6 of its students 
over the past three years. 
Most of those losses have 
occurred since August 2021, 
when Hurricane Ida steam-
rolled through southeast 
Louisiana.

The storm shut down 
schools in St. John and they 
stayed closed, in some cases, 
for more than two months. 
Several were damaged, and 
students and staff went to 
other locations. The last dis-
placed school, Emily C. Wat-
kins Elementary in LaPlace, 
is set to return to its original 

campus this fall, in time for 
the two-year anniversary of 
Ida.

State Superintendent of 
Education Cade Brumley 
said in an interview he’s not 
surprised that the effects of 
the hurricanes continue.

“It was pretty clear to me 
that we were going to see loss 
in those southern parishes,” 
Brumley said. “I was on the 
ground after the storm and 
I could tell that housing in 
the local community was se-
verely impacted by the wind 
and the rain.”

Unfortunately, Ida was not 
the only big storm to come 
calling during this decade. 
Hurricanes Laura and Delta 
hit a year earlier to the west, 
savaging the Lake Charles 
area.

Calcasieu and Cameron 
parishes accounted for a fifth 
of the students who were 

missing from public school 
rolls in fall 2020.

Cameron Parish has con-
tinued to slowly shed stu-
dents since then; its enroll-
ment has declined by almost 
18% since spring 2020. Cal-
casieu Parish finally bot-
tomed out in spring 2022 
and has added about 400 
students since. But Calca-
sieu schools are still 11.4% 
below where they were three 
years ago.

There is no way to sugar-
coat the consequences of 
hurricanes like those, with 
the disruption of housing 
and jobs and, most con-
sequential for the future, 
schools and education.

In some places, it’s a lack 
of contractors to do all the 
work needed at one time. 
In much of south Louisiana, 
though, many residents have 
left, Kevin Belanger, head of 

the regional planning com-
mission on the Terrebonne 
coast, said in an interview. 
Terrebonne Parish has lost 
almost 2,100 students since 
the pandemic, a 12% de-
cline. About 1,700 of those 
students have left since Hur-
ricane Ida.

And if families have tried 
to rebuild, it’s been a hard 
slog. One issue that keeps 
cropping up there is the rap-
id rise in housing insurance 
rates.

″The thing that kills us is 
insurance costs,″ Belanger 
said. ″That is the key driv-
ing everything. That is the 
elephant in the room.’’

As is, we would add, pov-
erty.

The lack of affordable 
housing is a problem in 
schools, even when jobs 
are growing: Families liv-
ing on the margins are likely 

to move as often as a new 
apartment rental special 
opens up. That wreaks havoc 
with school schedules at the 
best of times.

School enrollment stud-
ies by a consortium that in-
cluded The Associated Press 
and Stanford University sug-
gested that about 14,000 stu-
dents are “missing” out of 
school in the state. Many of 
them are in the hurricane-
afflicted parishes, where 
recovery can’t happen fast 
enough.

Everyone is familiar with 
the disruptions of the pan-
demic closures. But the 
storms’ impacts may be lon-
ger-lasting and lead to learn-
ing loss that affects a genera-
tion.

Dr. Molly Harrower 
Gaines, psychiatrist and au-
thor of Therapy in Poetry 
wrote  “Long before there 
were therapists there were 
poets, and from time imme-
morial man has struggled to 
cope with his inevitable, in-
ner turmoil.  One way of so 
coping has been the ballad, 
the song, the poem.  Once 
crystallized into words, all 
engulfing feelings become 
manageable, and once chal-
lenged into explicitness, the 
burden of the incommuni-
cable becomes less heavy.”

I cannot begin to tell you 
how many times I have 
quoted Doctor Gaines. Fol-
lowing her advice  helped 
me to cope  with my own 
emotions when I was liter-
ally going off the deep end.

Had it not been for  God, 
and for the ability to draw 
others into my life, I can’t 
imagine what might have 

h a p -
pened to 
me.

It’s just 
like Erma 
Bombeck 
told me  
in a let-
ter, “it’s 
not the 
m o n e y 
you make 
w r i t i n g 
but know-
ing your 

words have touched people 
you’ve never met.”

That’s the jest pf why writ-
ing is important.

Writing not only bridges 

gaps between us but acts 
as a safety valve to keep us 
from going off the deep end.  
There’s nothing like writing 
to relieve emotional pres-
sure that wells up inside.

 Someone has said that 
“the key to happiness is hav-
ing someone to love, some-
thing to do and something 
to hope for!”

What a magic mix!
I am just so grateful for be-

ing me -- for being able to 
cope in the midst of storms!

We can’t make it alone nor 
would we want to. Writing is 
one way of connecting -- of 
giving others the courage to 
open up and pour out their 
pain.

It’s just like the poet, 
George Eliot, wrote “Oh, 
the inexpressible joy of feel-

ing safe with another, being 
able to pour out all that’s in 
our heart, knowing the gen-
tlest of hands will sift out the 
chaff and grain together and 
keep what is worth keeping 
and blow the rest away!

Writing gives me purpose 
as I use my words to reach 
out, to give others hope in 
the mist of their emotional 
storms because “we are far 
more alike than we are dif-
ferent” to paraphrase  the 
poet Maya Angelou.

Our emotions are our 
bond that bind us together 
as one!

Write! It’s good for our 
mental health.

Contact Sarah at sarahp9957@
aol.com
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OPINION

The Advocate: For Louisiana’s students, hurricane disruptions live on

U.S. intelligence officials who claimed 
Hunter Biden laptop story was “Russian 

disinformation” knew that was false

OPINION
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The therapeutic benefits of writing
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Doyline’s Spears pitches 
perfect game in playoffs

Glenbrook girls  
runner-up in 
District 1-1A

COURTESY OF DOYLINE PANTHERS ATHLETICS
Doyline sophomore Noah Spears pitched a perfect game last  week in a 3-0 non-select Division V first-round playoff victory over Simsboro.

Minden, North Webster fall in first round
RUSSELL HEDGES
Minden Press-Herald

Sophomore Noah 
Spears pitched a perfect 
game last as the No. 16 seed 
Doyline Panthers defeated 
No. 17 Simsboro 3-0 in the 
first round of the non-select 
Division V playoffs Friday 
night at Simsboro.

Doyline (10-16) visits 
No. 1 Choudrant (26-4) in 
the second round Thursday 
at 6. Choudrant received a 
first-round bye.

Elsewhere, Minden and 
North Webster had their 
seasons come to an end.

Minden, the No. 17 
seed, fell to No. 16 Frank-
lin Parish 11-3 in Game 2 of 
their non-select Division II 
best-of-3 first-round series 
in Winnboro. Franklin Par-
ish won Game 1 4-3.

North Webster, the No. 
14 seed, was swept by No. 
19 Caldwell Parish 8-3 and 
6-5 in a non-select Divi-
sion III first-round series in 
Springhill.

Lakeside (18-13), the 
No. 5 seed, hosts No. 12 
Mangham (13-19) in non-
select Division IV second-
round game Thursday at 6,

The Warriors received a 
first-round bye. Mangham 

defeated No. 21 Merryville 
6-5.

Glenbrook (22-10), the 
No. 3 seed, hosts No. 14 
Vermilion Catholic (16-
11) in a select Division IV 
second-round game Friday 
at 6.

At Simsboro, Spears 
struck out 18 of the 21 bat-
ters he faced. The other 
three outs were ground 
balls.

Spears threw 90 pitches 
of which 64 were strikes.

The game was scoreless 
until the Panthers tallied a 
run in the top of the sixth.

Caysten Mingo smacked 
a triple with two outs and 
scored on Dakota Stewart’s 
double.

Doyline added two more 
in the top of the seventh.

Kenneth Lee and Austin 
Arbaugh led off with back-
to-back singles. 

The Tigers turned a 
double play, but Stewart 
ripped a two-RBI double to 
left field.

Stewart finished 2-for-
4 with three RBI. Lee went 
3-for-3 with a double. Min-
go went 2-for-3.

Cameron Johnson and 
Spears also had hits.

Simsboro closed its sea-
son 18-11.

At Franklin Parish, Min-
den led 2-0 in Game 1 after 
scoring a run in the top of 
the sixth.

But Franklin Parish put 
four on the board in the 
bottom of the inning. Cason 
Cloessner’s two-RBI single 
single with two outs broke 
a 2-2 tie.

The Patriots had one 
other single in the inning 
and took advantage of an 
error and two hit-by-pitch-
es.

Brandon Winston and 
Jakobe Jackson both drew 
walks with one out in the 
top of the seventh.

Winston advanced to 
third on a single by Brody 
Bower but the Patriots were 
able to record the second 
out.

With runners at the cor-
ners, Winston scored on 
an error. But a groundout 
ended the game.

Minden had seven 
hits. Elliott Sheppard and 
Landyn Huddleston both 
went 2-for-2.

Brody Bower started 
and went 5 2/3 innings. He 
struck out nine, gave up five 
hits and walked four.

In Game 2, two Patriots 
pitchers limited Minden to 
three hits.

Huddleston went 2-for-
4. Sheppard had a single.

Minden finished 18-
14 in its first season under 
Head Coach Cody Davis.

At North Webster, the 
Knights came close to eve-
ning the series in the sec-
ond game.

North Webster, the 
designated visiting team in 
Game 2, trailed 3-0 after 
three innings. The Knights 
rallied with one run in the 
top of the fourth, three in 
the second and one in the 
sixth to take a 5-3 lead.

But the Spartans scored 
three in the bottom of the 
sixth.

North Webster had sev-
en hits. Judd Wesson went 
2-for-2 with an RBI.

Nathan Bernard, Col-
lin McKenzie, Ethyn Radar 
and Jase Wesson had one 
single apiece.

In Game 1, Caldwell Par-
ish led 2-1 after four innings 
then scored five in the top of 
the fifth. The Spartans had 
six singles in the inning.

North Webster had four 
hits. Radar went 2-for-3 
with an RBI. Kyle Dinkins 
had a double and an RBI. 
McKenzie had a single. 

North Webster closed 
its season 18-12.

Curtain comes down on season
RUSSELL HEDGES
Minden Press-Herald

The curtain came down 
on the 2023 season last 
week.

The Minden Lady Tid-
ers, Lakeside Lady War-
riors and Glenbrook Lady 
Apaches all won first-round 
playoff games but lost to 
higher seeds in the second 
round.

The North Webster 
Lady Knights and Doyline 
Lady Panthers lost in the 
first round.

Minden, the No. 12 seed 
defeated No. 21 Franklin-
ton 2-0 in the first round 
at the Minden Rec Center 
then fell to No. 5 Brusly 
10-0 on the road.

Kylie Ryan pitched a 
two-hitter with 14 strike-
outs against Franklinton.

Minden scored both 
runs in the bottom of the 
fifth. 

Jacey Adams led off 
with a single and Kaylin 
Williams was hit by a pitch. 

With two outs, both 
players advanced on steals.

Adams scored on an er-
ror on a bunt attempt by 
Taryn Tinsley. Ryan then 
doubled to right field.

The Lady Demons only 
put one runner on base in 
the final two innings, a two-
out walk in the seventh. 
Four of Ryan’s strikeouts 
came in those innings.

The Lady Tiders got one 
hit off Brusly ace Amelia 
Bouvier in the five-inning 
game. Lindsay Ryan had a 
single in the first inning.

Minden, the District 
1-4A runner-up, closed its 
season 20-12

Lakeside, the No. 9 seed 
in non-select Division IV, 
defeated No 24 Centerville 
16-1 in three innings in the 
first round then fell to No. 
8 Vinton 10-6 on the road.

The Lady Warriors 
scored six in the first, six in 
the second and four in the 
third against Centerville.

Lakeside got four hits 
and took advantage of 12 
walks.

McKenna Chreene, 
Hallie Sutton, Emily Jones 
and McKensie Hamiter all 
had singles.

Nine Lady Warriors 
drew walks. Maggie Mandi-
no, Rainie Hughes and and 
Paiton Levesque all walked 
twice.

Chreene allowed three 
hits and struck out six.

Lakeside got off to a 
great start against Vinton 
with four runs in the first.

Vinton answered with 
two in the bottom of the 
inning and tied it at 4 with 
two more in the third.

The Lady Lions scored 
four in the fourth. The Lady 
Warriors cut the lead to 
two with two in the top of 
the sixth.

Vinton extended the 
lead back to four with two 
in the bottom of the inning.

Sutton went 2-for-4 
with a home run and three 
RBI. Chreene went 2-for-3 
with two doubles. 

Mackenzie McCoy, Ra-
leah Harris and Paiton 
Levesque had one hit and 
one RBI apiece.

Emily Jones also had a 
hit.

Chreene completed an 
outstanding season in the 
circle with nine strikeouts.

Lakeside finished 20-11. 
The Lady Warriors won 14 
more games than they did 
in 2022.

Glenbrook, the No. 14 
seed in select Division IV, 
defeated No. 19 Hanson 
Memorial 9-6 in the first 
round then fell to No. 3 St. 
Frederick 13-3 in the sec-
ond.

The Lady Apaches took 
a 6-1 lead against Hanson 
Memorial with two runs in 
each of the first three in-
nings.

Hanson Memorial 
scored a run in the top of 
the fifth then tied it at 6 
with four in the top of the 
sixth.

Glenbrook quickly 
broke the tie, scoring three 
in the bottom of the inning.

Five Lady Apaches com-
bined for seven hits.

Sarah Margaret Mosley 
went 2-for-2. She walked 

and scored the go-ahead 
run on a wild pitch in the 
sixth.

Gabi Brown smacked a 
two-run home run with two 
outs in the sixth.

Anna Grace Vining went 
2-for-3. Vivian Still had a 
double. Rebecca Mosley 
went the distance for the 
win.

Brown hit a three-run 
home run against St. Fred-
erick.

Still, Sarah Margaret 
Mosley and Rebecca Mos-
ley all had singles.

Glenbrook, the District 
1-1A champion, finished 
15-12.

North Webster, the 
No. 21 seed in non-select 
Division III, lost to No. 12 
Caldwell Parish 10-6 on the 
road in the first round.

The Lady Knights 
trailed 10-1 after four in-
nings. They scored five 
in the top of the sixth but 
couldn’t complete the 
comeback.

Aniyah Davis hit a 
grand slam home run with 
two outs in the sixth. She 
also had a single and scored 
on a wild pitch in the third.

Anekah Coleman went 
2-for-3 with a double.

North Webster closed 
its season 13-15

Doyline, the No. 24 seed 
in non-select Division V, 
fell to No. 9 Choudrant on 
the road in the first round.

RUSSELL HEDGES
Minden Press-Herald

Glenbrook finished 
runner-up in the girls di-
vision of the District 1-1A 
meet last week at Plain 
Dealing.

The Lady Apaches 
scored 93 points. Haynes-
ville won with 128. Plain 
Dealing was third with 76 
and Magnolia School of 
Excellence fourth with 67.

Glenbrook finished 
fifth in the boys division 
with 42 points. Haynes-
ville won with 219. Ring-
gold was second with 82, 
Homer third with 74 and 
Arcadia fourth with 60.

The top four finish-
ers in individual events 
and the top four teams 
in the three relays quali-
fied for the Region I-1A 
meet which was schedule 
for Tuesday at Ouachita 
Christian.

Glenbrook’s Vivian 
Still, Emerson McLelland 
and Laurie Killgore won 
district titles in the girls 
division.

Still, a sophomore, 
competed in her first 
meet of the season after 
helping the Lady Apaches 
softball team reach the 
second round of the Divi-
sion IV playoffs.

She and Killgore, an 
eighth-grader, finished 
1-2 in the 800-meter run 
in 2 minutes, 44.63 sec-
onds and 3:06.05, respec-
tively.

Still also finished sec-
ond in the 400 in 1:06.09. 
Magnolia’s Rayonna Ev-
ans won in 1:05.43.

Killgore and McLel-
land, a seventh-grader, 
finished 1-2 in the 3,200 
in 15:40.81 and 15:58.91, 
respectively.

McLelland won the 

1,600 in 7:01.35. Ring-
gold’s Faith Clifton was 
second in 7:17.04.

Eighth-grader Anna 
Morales and Hallie Ham-
mond posted runner-up 
finishes.

Morales was second in 
the javelin with a throw of 
81 feet, 6 inches. Haynes-
ville’s Layla Tell won with 
an 87-7.

Hammond took sec-
ond in the shot put with 
a throw of 28-11. Plain 
Dealing’s Brianna New-
ton won with a 33-2.

Junior Olivia Downer 
and sophomore Em-
ily Chanler both had best 
distances of 28-3 in the 
triple jump. Downer took 
third via the tiebreaker. 
Haynesville’s Zyariah 
Mosley won with a 31-3. 

Glenbrook finished 
second in the 4X400 re-
lay in 5:14.17. Magnolia 
won in 4:55.95. (Names of 
relay team members were 
unavailable.)

Seventh-grader Car-
son Powell won a district 
title in the boys divi-
sion. He took the 1,600 
in 5:31.77. Haynesville 
freshman Carl Smith was 
second in 5:37.00.

Powell also qualified 
for the regional meet in 
the 800 with a fourth-
place finish.

Senior Turner McLel-
land, a member of the 
Apaches’ baseball team 
competing in his first 
meet, finished third in 
the 400 in 58.59. Haynes-
ville’s DeMondra Martin 
won in 57.77.

Junior Nick Killgore 
was third in the 3,200 in 
13:54.13. Smith won in 
12:44.27.

Glenbrook’s 4X100 
relay team qualified with 
a fourth-place finish.

RUSSELL HEDGES
Minden Press-Herald

Five Lakeside athletes 
won events in the District 
1-2A meet last week in 
Sibley.

The Warriors finished 
fourth in the boys and 
girls divisions. 

Lakeside scored 95 
points in the boys divi-
sion, just one point be-

hind third-place finisher 
Green Oaks. Loyola won 
130.

Lakeside scored 68 in 
the girls division. Loyola 
won with 167.

Connor Wood and 
teammate Jamarion Ev-
ans finished 1-2 in the 
boys discus. Wood threw 
107 feet and Evans 105-8.

Five Lakeside athletes 
win events in 1-2A meet

See, LAKESIDE, Page 6
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rhedges@spechtnewspapers.com

BLACK BAYOU – 
Bream are on the beds 
and hitting worms and 
crickets. Crappie are 
good fishing around the 
trees and brush. Contact 
Honey Hole Tackle Shop 
323-8707 for latest infor-
mation.

BUSSEY BRAKE – 
Big bass are continuing 
to come in with some 10 
pounds and better flip-
ping soft plastics around 
brush. Crappie are on the 
spawning beds and hit-
ting shiners or jigs and 
the bream are starting to 
spawn. For latest infor-
mation, contact the Hon-
ey Hole at 323-8707. 

OUACHITA RIVER 
– The water is high. No 
fishing reports this week. 
For latest information, 
contact the Honey Hole 
Tackle Shop at 323-8707.

LAKE D’ARBONNE 
– Crappie fishing contin-
ues to be good as some of 
the fish are still spawning 
while some are spawned 
out and are hitting jigs or 
shiners fished 10 feet deep 
in 18 foot water. Some big 
bass are still in bedding 
areas and hitting soft 
plastics and jigs. Bream 
are spawning and hitting 
crickets or night crawlers.  
Catfish continue to be 
caught fishing cold worms 
and night crawlers off the 
banks. For latest informa-
tion, call Anderson Sport 
Center at 368-9669 or 
Honey Hole Tackle Shop 
at 323-8707.

LAKE CLAIBORNE 
– The bream bite is on as 
they have moved to shal-
low spawning areas and 
are hitting crickets. Bass 
fishing has been good this 
week, fishing shallow wa-

ter with Chatter baits and 
soft plastics. A good many 
crappie are being caught 
on yo-yos baited with 
shiners. Stripers are start-
ing to show up. No report 
on catfish just yet. For lat-
est information, call Kel’s 
Cove at 927-2264 or Ter-
zia Tackle at 278-4498.

CANEY LAKE – Big 
bass are on the beds with 
some really big females up 
to 10 pounds have been 
caught. The hot bait this 
week is the Trace Glide 
lure fished just outside 
the grass. Sinko lures are 
also taking some good 
fish. Some crappie are 
still spawning in the shal-
lows with some good ones 
caught on shiners and jigs 
while post-spawn fish have 
moved back. The bream 
are moving to the beds 
with quite a few beginning 
to show up. No report on 
catfish. For information 
contact Caney Lake Land-
ing at 259-6649, Hooks 
Marina at 249-2347, Ter-
zia Tackle at 278-4498 or 
the Honey Hole Tackle 
Shop at 323-8707.

LAKE POVERTY 
POINT – Catfishing 
is good. Crappie are in 
and out of the shallows 
as some have already 
spawned. Bream are mov-
ing in to spawn. No re-
port on bass. For latest 
reports, call Poverty Point 
Marina at 318/878-0101. 
For information, call 
Surplus City Landing at 
318/467-2259.

LAKE YUCATAN —
The water is falling and it 
will be a week or so before 
it gets low enough for the 
fishermen to show up. For 
information, call Surplus 
City Landing at 318/467-
2259.

Fishing Report

Spring time is bird watching time
OUTDOORS

GLYNN HARRIS

I got a little excited this 
morning when I saw on 
Facebook that someone 
down around Alexandria 
had taken a photo of a 
special bird on his feeder. 
It’s a bird I start watching 
for about this time every 
spring. 

Rose Breasted Gros-
beak. I’ll start getting 
texts and calls from folks 
around this area who will 
send me a photo, asking 
what kind of bird this is. 
If you see one as they pass 
through and they stop 
for a bite on their way to 
their northern breeding 
grounds, I can guarantee it 
will get your attention be-
cause of the striking colors 
– black back, white under 
belly and a crimson patch 
on the upper chest. 

As a novice birder, it all 
started for me as a young-
ster with my mom. She 
would hear an unfamil-
iar birdsong, pick up her 
tattered bird book as my 
brother, sister and I would 
follow her outside to find 
the bird she was interested 
in. This triggered some-
thing in me that has cap-
tivated my interest since 
those boyhood days.

I may be sitting on a 
deer stand and see a par-
ticular bird and for a mo-
ment would forget why 
I was on the deer hunt. I 
wanted to know what bird 
it was and I’d try to get a 
photo and dig out my bird 
book when I got home to 
try and identify it.

My wife and I keep our 
bird feeders filled with the 
anticipation that we just 
might see one that has al-
luded us for the past sev-
eral years. In my opinion, 
the Painted Bunting is the 

most beautiful bird the 
Good Lord ever created. 
He must love birds a lot 
to have created one with 
red underparts, blue back 
with a bright chartreuse 
patch on the upper back. I 
can guarantee you, should 
you spot one, it’ll take your 
breath away.

Our introduction to 
Painted Buntings took 
place years ago when I 
spotted one on our feeder 
one mid-April morning. 
Incredibly one would show 

up in our yard within a few 
days of the same time each 
spring, usually around 
April 15 for ten years 
straight. For some rea-
son, these handsome birds 
have shunned our feeder 
for the past several years 
but we have memories of 
those special times when 
they graced us with visits.

	 As beautiful as 
the male is, the female 
Painted Bunting has the 
distinction of being the 
only song bird we have 

with the coloration of a 
brilliant yellow-green. To 
see a pair on the feeder 
was a treat indeed.

This time of year, the 
cousin of the Painted Bun-
ting, the Indigo Bunting 
is a frequent visitor to our 
feeders. Coloration is de-
scribed in my bird book as 
an iridescent blue.

Another that is likely to 
show up is the Blue Gros-
beak, slightly larger than 
the Indigo, blue but with 
rusty colored wing bars.

During winter, folks 
in our part of the world 
have visitors that usually 
run in packs and they love 
to feed on bags of thistle 
seed we hang. They’re 
rather drab in color and 
you wonder how they get 
the name Gold Finch. 
However, these birds un-
dergo a transition as they 
head north and if we’re 
fortunate we get glimpses 
of them as the drab gray 
transitions to a brilliant 
bright yellow. Some of the 
birds wintering south of us 
are passing through now 
and I have seen a couple 
on my feeders showing off 
their bright yellow color-
ation.

There are some who 
can legitimately be called 
“birders” who are much 
more adept at bird identi-
fication than I am, making 
annual birding trips and 
keeping life lists of birds 
they identify.  For novices 
like me, I just enjoy trying 
the best I can to identify 
those I happen to see. 

My old tattered “Birds 
of North America” is a 
constant companion as 
I flip through dog-eared 
pages to see if I can cor-
rectly identify the latest 
little bundle of flit and 
feathers I see in my yard.   

GLYNN HARRIS
A bird book may be tattered but is important in helping identify song 
birds.

LAKESIDE
Continued from Page 5

HIGH SCHOOL TRACK AND FIELD

Sixteen Minden athletes set to 
compete in Region I-4A meet

RUSSELL HEDGES
Minden Press-Herald

Sixteen Minden ath-
letes qualified for Thurs-
day’s Region I-4A meet at 
the District 1-4A last week 
at North DeSoto.

The Region I-4A meet 
is set for Lee Hedges Sta-
dium in Shreveport.

The top four finishers 
in individual events and 
the top four teams in the 
four relays qualified.

Brayden Britton had 
the Tide’s best finish. He 
was the runner-up in the 
boys 110-meter hurdles 
in 17.09 seconds. North 

DeSoto’s Dale Howard 
won in 16.32.

Porter Neal and Chris-
tian Lofton finished third 
and fourth, respectively, in 
the boys 1,600.

The foursome of Lema-
rio Elkins, Christian Lof-
ton, Jakerryon Montgom-
ery and Porter Neal was 
third in the boys 4X800 
relay.

The foursome of Ari-
yanna Quarles, Mia Feast-
er, Kiara Dixon and Keirst-
en Dixon finished third in 
the girls 4X400 relay.

Kiara Dixon was fourth 
in the girls high jump.

Cameron Parker fin-

ished fourth in the boys 
300 hurdles.

The team of Kaiden 
Shine, Tyjaveyin McClen-
don, Britton and Jaylin 
Williams was fourth in the 
boys 4X200.

Williams was fourth 
in the 200. He finished 
just .23 seconds behind 
runner-up Mar’javious 
Moss of Northwood. Wil-
liams ran a 23.47. Evangel 
Christian’s Tyreek Robin-
son won in 22.64.

Minden finished sixth 
with 48 points. North 
DeSoto won with 168.

Huntington won the 
girls division.

Kentravion Miller took 
the boys discus with a 38-
2. D’Arbonne Woods’ Car-
los Alejo was second with 
a 36-9.

Rodney Smith won the 
boys long jump with a 20-
6. Green Oaks’ Amarion 
Dorsey was second with a 
19-7.

Madison McGraw won 
the girls 3,200 in 16:28.83. 
Loyola’s Isabella Cascio 
was second in 16:42.18.

Omero Urbina took 
second in the boys 400 in 
54.75. D’Arbonne Woods’ 
Abram Garcia won in 
52.98.

MvKenzie Chase fin-
ished tied for first in the 
girls pole vault with a 7-0.

Krystal Cornelius was 
second in the girls discus 
with a 77-8. D’Arbonne 
Woods’ Steele Hough won 
with an 81-6.

Tarmarjah Ferrell was 

second in the boys triple 
jump with a 39-7. Green 
Oaks’ Cortaveous Dorsey 
won with a 41-4.

Chad Davis finished 
second in the javelin with 
a 137-10.5. Loyola’s Cooper 
DeFatta won with a 142-1.

Lexi Bradley was sec-
ond in the girls 1,600 in 
6:13.42. She finished just 
.03 behind Calvary Bap-
tist’s Anna Sarkozi.

The foursome of Jor-
dan Case, Jaylon Jackson, 
JaCoby Curry and Urbina 
was second in the boys 
4X400 in 3:38.13. Calvary 
Baptist won in 3:33.14.

The top four finishers 
in individual events and 
the top four teams in the 
four relays qualified for the 
Region I-2A meet Wednes-
day in Mansfield.

Lakeside’s third-place 
finishers in individual 
events were Lillian Jolly 

(girls 800), Bailey Man-
grum (girls 300 hurdles), 
Aybrie Plunkett (girls jav-
elin) and James Maxie 
(boys 300 hurdles), 

The foursome of Jer-
emiah Allen, Tarmarjah 
Ferrell, Joshua Sebald and 
Jacob Whitehead finished 
third in the boys 4X100 
relay. 

The foursome of Naja 
White, Ja’Kiah Williams, 
Ke’ara Thompson and 
Alexis Odom was fourth in 
the girls 4X100.

The team of White, 
Ty’breyanna Williams, 
Ja’Kiah Williams and 
Thompson was fourth in 
the girls 4X200.

The foursome of Gavin 
Woodall, Michael Stana-
land, Mason Liles and 
Brandon Bell finished 
fourth in the boys 4X800.

Jacob Whitehead was 
fourth in the long jump. 

RUSSELL HEDGES
Minden Press-Herald

A large contingent of 
North Webster athletes  
are heading to the Region 
I-3A meet after qualifying 
in the District 1-3A meet 
last week at Sterlington.

The top four finish-
ers in individual events 
and the top four teams in 
the four relays qualified 
for Wednesday’s meet at 
ULM.

North Webster finished 
fourth in the boys division 
with 75.5 points. Wossman 
was first with 141, Sterling-
ton second with 134 and 
Carroll third with 114.

North Webster finished 
fifth in the girls division 
with 72 points. Sterling-
ton won with 141. Woss-
man was second with 109, 
Union Parish third with 85 
and Carroll fourth with 83.

No North Webster ath-
lete win a district title, but 
the Lady Knights came 
close in the girls 4X200-
meter relay.

The foursome of An-
ekah Coleman, Nevaeh 
Watts, De’Maiyh Moore 
and Markiau Scott finished 
second in 1:46.83, just .17 

behind Wossman.
Kalli Bethany finished 

second in the girls pole 
vault with a 6-6. Sterling-
ton’s Brooklyn Beach won 
with a 7-0.

Braedon Roberson 
came close to winning the 
boys long jump. He leaped 
21 feet, just 3 inches short-
er than the best jump by 
winner Deondre Washing-
ton of Carroll.

Avante Curry finished 
second in the boys 300 
hurdles in 42.23. Woss-
man’s Makiah Smith won 
in 40.77.

Curry and Robertson 
teamed with Jkobe Law-
son and Dejuan Coleman 
for a runner-up finish in 
the 4X100 relay in 43.65. 
Wossman won in 42.05.

The same foursome fin-
ished third in the 4X200 in 
1:31.36. Wossman won in 
1:28.00.

Lawson, a freshman, 
also qualified in the 100 
and 200 with third-place 
finishes. He ran a 10.90 in 
the 100 and a 22.29 in the 
200.

Wossman’s Johnny 
Woods won both, running 
a 10.65 in the 100 and a 
21.67 in the 200. He won 

the 100 and finished sec-
ond in the 200 in the Class 
3A meet last year.

Kedrien Cody took 
third in the boys 110 hur-
dles in 16.99. Wossman’s 
Brian Fisher won in 14.35.

Jamyrian Jackson 
and Kemaurion Jefferson 
qualified with fourth-place 
finishes in the javelin and 
high jump, respectively.

The foursome of Watts, 
Tomiyah Hawthorne, 
Moore and Scott finished 
third in the girls 4X100 in 
51.52. Wossman won in 
49.48.

Nyla Willis took third 
in the javelin with a 68-1. .

Watts finished fourth 
in a very tight 100. She ran 
a 12.64. Winner Kamilya 
Merrweather of Wossman 
ran a 12.25.

Coleman was fourth in 
the 200 in 26.74. .

Mathilde Lian and Qui-
anna Clark qualified with 
fourth-place finishes in the 
discus and high jump, re-
spectively.

The foursome of Abbi-
gail Lorenz, SherAsia Men-
denhall, Ramzee Lewis and 
Amiyah White qualified 
with a fourth-place finish 
in 4X800 relay.

Large group of North Webster 
athletes headed to I-3A meet

Doyline’s Harris wins four 
events in District 1-B meet
RUSSELL HEDGES
Minden Press-Herald

Doyline junior Izayla 
Harris won four events in 
the District 1-B meet last 
weel in Castor.

Harris won the girls 
100-meter dash in 12.36 
seconds, the 200 in 26.15, 
the 400 in 1:01.24 and the 
triple jump with a distance 
of 34 feet, 11.5 inches.

She won all four in typ-
ical dominating fashion, 
taking the 100 by 1.20 sec-
onds, the 200 by 2.60, the 
400 by 5.86 and the triple 
jump by 4 feet, 6 inches.

The top four finishers 
in the individual events 
and the top four teams in 
the relays qualified for the 
Region I-B meet which 
was schedule for Tuesday 
at Quitman.

Doyline freshman Tak-
erria Washington won the 
800 in 2:48.88. Quitman’s 
Megan Kelley was second 
in 2:56.69.

Washington also fin-
ished third in the 400 in 
1:08.47.

Sophomore Peyton 
Handy finished third in the 
long jump and triple jump. 
She went 14-2 in the for-
mer and 29-2 in the latter.

Seventh-grader Kam-
ryn Harris finished fourth 
in the 100 hurdles. Eighth-
grader Lanie Gates was 
fourth in the 300 hurdles.

Junior Nadia Lara was 
fourth in the 800.

In the boys division, 
sophomore Jonas Flor-
ence won the discus with 
a 98-9, 16-8.5 farther than 
the best throw of runner-
up Caden Bryant of Castor.

Sophomore Caysten 
Mingo took second in the 
javelin with a 130-2. Cas-
tor’s Johnathan Warren 
won with a 136-3.

Sophomore Landon 
Spears finished second in 
the high jump with a 5-8. 
Castor’s Jamarion Clark 
won with a 5-10.

Spears also finished 
third in the triple jump 

Doyline finished third 
in the 4X100 relay and 
fourth in the 4X200 and 
4X400.

Freshman Zach More-
no took third in the 3,200 
in 13:58.21. He was also 
fourth in the pole vault,

Keidric Clark was 
fourth in the 110 hurdles. 

FILE PHOTO
Izayla Harris
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GOOD NEWS

John 3:16 gives explanation 
of why Jesus died on the cross…
.”for God so loved the world.” 
Had Jesus not been commit-
ted to follow the Father’s will, 
even to death on the cross, the 
Divine Plan for His resurrection 
would be null or void. Imagine 
after God spending all of this 
planning, detailing and putting 
these circumstances together 
in the minds and hearts of the 
great prophets of old, only to 
have His own Son stall at the 
last minute! Praise God that 
was not in the ‘game plan.’ He 
followed through with the ago-
nizing death, allowing the ‘sins 
of the world to be the nails in his 
hands.’ It was for our sins that 
He suffered and died. The great 
exchange: God gave His Son to 
die for the sins of the world. In 
return, we cast our sins on Him 
at the cross. He, who knew no 
sin, became sin for our sake. 
God gave the world His Son; in 
return, we gave our sins over 
to Him. He became sin, and in 
exchange we became justified 
through the process and was 
made ‘joint-heirs’ with Christ…
a Child of God’s….adopted into 
his righteousness. We are now 
Ambassadors for Him in our 
daily walk. 

Carefully he was removed 
from the cross by Joseph of Ari-
mathea and Nicodemus (both 
were Pharisees) and placed in 
Joseph’s new tomb. They rolled 

a great stone in front of the en-
trance to them and went away. 
Some women were watching 
from across the way. And we 
all know the rest of the story. 
It was Friday, but Sunday was 
coming.

When the news reached the 
disciples that Jesus was not in 
the tomb, a 
hush of fear 
g r i p p e d 
them. Lat-
er behind 
l o c k e d 
doors, they 
were com-
f o r t e d , 
yet fearful 
when Jesus 
a p p e a r e d 
to them in 
his ‘resur-
rected body.’ He had a physical 
appearance as in former days, 
yet, He had the supernatural 
power to ‘just appear and then 
disappear.’  He still could com-
mune with His disciples and 
they could interact with Him. 
But something was strangely 
different. 

The Power of the Resurrec-
tion was seen over the coun-
tryside during the next 40 days. 
Jesus appeared to the disciples 
several times as well other 
groups.  He opened their minds 
so now they could understand 
the Scriptures. He reminded 
them of the passages of His 

suffering and how He would 
rise from the dead on the third 
day. He also told them that 
now repentance and forgive-
ness of sins will be preached 
in His name to all nations. And 
He closed this discussion with 
these words before His ascen-
sion: “You are my witnesses of 
these things. I am going to send 
you what my Father has prom-
ised; but stay here until you 
have been clothed by the Holy 
Spirit from on high.”

After some 40 days, the Day 
of Pentecost was at hand. Again 
many gathered in Jerusalem to 
celebrate this annual holiday. 
Acts 2 speaks of how the Holy 
Spirit ascended upon the dis-
ciples and they were never the 
same. The mighty power of the 
Holy Spirit had been released 
when Jesus ascended into 
heaven. Did not Jesus prom-
ise that if He would not die, 
the Holy Spirit would come to 
be a constant guide, the great 
Comforter to each individual 
believer and lead them into all 
truth? It was the Power of the 
Resurrection.  

John records the incident 
when the Resurrected Lord 
called the disciples from a night 
of fishing to come and dine 
with him (John 21). John pre-
sented the Risen Lord, not as 
a shapeless ghost, but a ‘trans-
formed man but of flesh and 
blood, who ate and drank with 

them as one in the flesh. (Wm. 
Barclay – The Gospel of John, 
Vol 2; pp 282-83).

“The proclamation of the 
Resurrection of Jesus lies of the 
basis of apostolic teaching. It 
ranks first among all miracles 
which bear witness to Christ’s 
divine power. It is the divine 
seal of approval upon Christ’s 
atoning work, and thus is in 
close connection with the jus-
tification of sinners.”(Ungers 
Bible Dictionary, pg.920). 

The events in Acts 2 concern-
ing the ‘miracle at Pentecost 
further stamps the incredible 
power of the Resurrection of 
Jesus. His promise to his disci-
ples ( John 14:25) that upon his 
death, the Father would send 
the Holy Spirit to be our great 
Comforter and reveal further 
truth to us. This miracle has 
been referred to the ‘birth of 
the Church.’ 

In Acts 2: 1-4, Luke de-
scribes the coming of the Spirit 
in three parallel statements, 
each pointing to an aspect of 
the event. Those in the upper 
room were ‘filled with the Holy 
Spirit.’ From this point onward 
in Acts, the gift of the Spirit 
became a normal experience 
upon becoming a Christian. 
V 2: a sound came – a mighty 
wind and it filled the house; V 
3: tongues of fire appeared …
and rested on each of them; 
they began to speak in other 

tongues/languages (where 
those present could hear and 
understand in their own lan-
guage.) It was audible and vis-
ible and manifested itself in an 
outward demonstration of in-
spired speech. This is described 
as a rushing, mighty wind. The 
people gathered there, in Je-
rusalem to celebrate Pente-
cost heard and witnessed this 
miracle. They had come from 
all corners of the Roman world 
–thus they took this message 
and new faith experience back 
home, expanding the bound-
aries of the penetrating power 
of the Holy Spirit. The power 
of the Resurrection began to 
thrust the Christian faith into 
this entire region and has been 
encircling the earth since then. 

Yes, the Power of the Resur-
rection will continue to be felt 
in the lives and works of Chris-
tians until the return of the 
Lord. It is this power that con-
tinues to change the hearts and 
lives of all who believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ as the Holy 
Son of God who came to ‘seek 
and save that which is lost.’ Paul 
was a champion of what the 
Resurrection of Jesus meant to 
him and a lost world. 

Bill Crider is Chaplain of Minden 
Medical Center

Bill Crider

THE POWER OF THE RESURRECTION

“And be kind and compassionate to 
one another, forgiving one 
another, just as God also 
forgave you in Christ.” Ephe-
sians 4:32  HCSB 

  

As the believer strives to 
remove the old sinful char-
acteristics, he must put on 
the new godly characteris-
tics.   Kindness is being gra-
cious, friendly, courteous, 
considerate, and generous 
to others.  Compassionate is being ten-
der-hearted and full of affection and 
concern for others, especially caring 
for those in need.  Forgiveness is to ex-

tend mercy to others, moving beyond 
their faults and offenses.  Hav-
ing received God’s forgiveness 
through Christ, the believer 
must likewise forgive others. 

  

Lord Jesus, as You have 
shown me mercy and grace, let 
me show others kindness, com-
passion, forgiveness, mercy, 
and grace.  Help me to love as 
You have loved me. 

Max Hutto is a Baptist Minister and a resi-
dent of Minden.  More information can be found 

at www.upwardlook.org.

THE UPWARD LOOK

Max Hutto

New Characteristics

Good News

INSPIRATION

Mike Tyson once said, “Everyone has 
a plan until they get punched in the 
mouth”. This statement was  made dur-
ing a pre-fight interview for his bout 
with Evander Holyfield. Tyson’s 
statement can be applied  to 
multiple aspects of life includ-
ing our walk with God! We as 
people often fabricate grandi-
ose plans for  ourselves. We of-
ten find that as followers of God, 
our plans don’t match His in di-
rection, scale, or  timing. Then 
one faithful day life punches 
you in the mouth and every-
thing seems to fall apart. You must  then 
ask yourself one quintessential question. 
How do I get back up? Well, wonder no 
longer because  God has provided a so-
lution. Psalms 37:5-6 NIV says “Commit 
your way to the Lord; trust in him and he  

will do this: He will make your righteous 
reward shine like the dawn, your vindi-
cation like the noonday  sun”. It happens 
so often that we go into the battles of life 

with the mentality that we have 
to fight it all  ourselves and only 
ask God when we fail. How-
ever, that couldn’t be further 
from the truth: our battles  and 
subsequent victories to follow 
all belong to the lord and are 
for his glory. So in closing this 
article I  would like everyone 
to ask the question: is my plan 
God’s plan?

Bernard Harris III is a Haughton firemAN AND A 

LOCAL RESIDENT OF MINDEN

Bernard Harris

Down not out
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C O N N E C T S

FREE INTERNET
Qualify today for the Government 

Free Internet Program

CALL TODAY (844) 621-9931

YOU QUALIFY  for 
Free Internet if you 
receive Medicaid, 
SNAP, WIC, 
Housing Assistance, 
Veterans Pension, 
Survivor Benefi ts, 
Lifeline and Tribal.

Bonus offer: 4G Android Tablet with 
one time co-pay of $20

ACP program details can be found at www.fcc.gov/affordable-connectivity-program-consumer-faq

Fun &
          Games

Affordable

pet INSURANCE

™

Physicians Mutual Insurance Company
For complete details, including costs and limitations, please contact us. 
Product not available in all states.6294

• Go to any vet

• 100% reimbursement 
on vet bills available

• No lifetime limit on benefi ts

1-866-367-4329
 InsureBarkMeow.com/LApress

100% reimbursement 
on vet bills availableGo to any vet

No lifetime limit 
on benefi ts



Classifieds
PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!
classifieds@press-herald.com

Classified line ads are published Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday in the Minden Press-Herald, Bossier Press-Tribune and online at www.press.herald.com

Classified
Rates
Pricing is easy!

$7.75
Per Day - Up to 20 words! 

Aditional words are only 30 
cents more!

Garage Sales
No word limit.

$11
One Day

$16.50
Two Days

Receive a FREE Garage 
Sale Kit with your two day 

ad!

* Garage Sale ads must be 
prepaid.

Deadlines

Ads
Line ads and display ads must 

be submitted by noon two 
days before publication. 

Public Notices
Public notices must be sub-

mitted two days prior to 
publication date depending 

on the length. Notices may be 
emailed to classifieds@press-

herald.com

Payments
Cash Checks, Billing

Real Estate Notice
“All real estate advertised 
here is subject to the Fed-

eral Fair Housing Act, which 
makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 

familial status, or national 
origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limita-
tion, or discrimination. We 
will not knowlingly accept 

any advertising for real estate, 
which is in violation of th 

elaw. All persons are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 

advertised are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

Grow
Your

Business
Call to place your ad!

PLACE
YOUR

AD
TODAY!
377-1866

SHERIFF’S SALE 

GMFS LLC
VS.
DENNIS ALAN 
NORTHCUTT AND 
METTIE ELLEN 
DAVIDSON NORTH 
CUTT

In the Twenty-Sixth 
Judicial District 
Court of Webster 
Parish, Louisiana, 
No. CV80588

   By virtue of a 
WRIT OF SEIZURE 
AND SALE issued 
out of the Twenty-
Sixth Judicial 
District Court of 
Webster Parish, 
Louisiana, in the 
above styled and 
numbered suit and 
to me directed, I 
have seized and 
taken into my 
possession and 
will offer for sale at 
public auction to 
the last and highest 
bidder for cash 
WITH the benefit of 
appraisement and 
according to law at 
the principal front 
door of the Court-
house in the City of 
Minden, Webster 
Parish, Louisiana 
on WEDNESDAY, 
May 31, 2023, 
During the legal 
sale hours, the 
following property, 
to wit:

THAT CERTAIN 
PORTION OF 
GROUND, together 
with all of the build-
ings and improve-
ments thereon and 
all of the rights, 
ways, means, privi-
leges, servitudes, 
appurtenances 
and advantages 
thereunto belonging 
or in anywise apper-
taining thereto, situ-
ated in Section 27, 
Township 12 North, 
Range 10 West, 
in Webster Parish, 
State of Louisiana, 
known as LOT 13 
OF MORRIS & 
DICKSON SUBDI-
VISION, containing 
2.29 Acres, more 
or less; subject to 
restrictions, servi-
tudes, rights-of-way 
and outstanding 
mineral rights of 
record affecting the 
property.

SOLD SUBJECT 
TO ANY SUPE-
RIOR LIENS, 
MORTGAGES 
OR PRIVILEGES 
THERETO. 
     Said property 
seized is that of the 
defendant and will 
be sold to satisfy a 
judgment rendered 
in our Honorable 
Court. 

JASON R. PARKER 
Sheriff & Ex-Officio 

Auctioneer
Webster Parish, 

Louisiana 

Linda Vaughan - 
Deputy

April 26, 2023
May 24, 2023
Minden Press-Herald

NOTICE

Webster Parish Spe-
cial Education will be 
destroying all Special 
Education records for 
students who exited 
the program on or 
before May 2017 
and /or have reached 
their 27th birthday 
(birth year of 1995). 
If you would like your 
records, contact the 
Webster Parish Spe-
cial Education Office 
at (318) 377-7052 
before Friday, April 
28, 2023. You must 
provide a picture ID 
and your signature will 
be required to obtain 
these records.

April 19, 2023
April 26, 2023
Minden Press-Herald

ADVERTISEMENT 
FOR BIDS

CYPRESS WATER 
SYSTEM	
Owner			 
		
129  Willow Street		
Address

Heflin, LA  71039		
City, State, Zip

     Separate sealed 
BIDS for the construc-
tion of 
CONTRACT III- 
BOOSTER STATION 
IMPROVEMENTS		
will be received by the   
CYPRESS WATER 
SYSTEM at the Heflin 
Town Hall South, 122 
N. Church Street, 
Heflin, Louisiana 
71039 until  10:00 
A.M. TUESDAY, MAY 
16TH,  2023 , and 
then at said office pub-
licly opened and read 
aloud as permitted by 
public bid law.  This is 
in accordance with La 
R.S. 38:2212 (A)(1)
(b), the provisions of 
La R.S. 38:2212.

     Each bidder must 
have an active Unique 
Entity ID (SAM), as 
verified on www.sam.

gov, prior to beginning 
of construction.

     The CONTRACT 
DOCUMENTS may be 
examined at the fol-
lowing location(s):
Cothren Graff Smoak 
Engineering, Inc., 
6305 Westport Av-
enue, Shreveport, LA 
71129.
           
     Copies of the CON-
TRACT DOCUMENTS 
may be obtained 
at the office of 
COTHREN, GRAFF, 
SMOAK ENGINEER-
ING, INC. upon 
payment of $ 35.00 
for each set, which is 
refundable to prime 
bidders within 10 days 
after receipt of bids.  
Owner reserves the 
right to reject any and 
all bids for just cause.

April 19, 2023
April 26, 2023
May 3, 2023
Minden Press-Herald

Village of Dixie Inn
Regular Session

April 11, 2023

NOTICE: THESE 
MINUTES HAVE NOT 

BEEN FORMALLY 
APPROVED BY THE 

CITY COUNCIL.

The Mayor and Board 
of Aldermen for the 
Village of Dixie Inn 
met in regular session 
on April 11, 2023 at 
5:00 p.m. in the Vil-
lage Hall, Dixie Inn, 
Louisiana with the 
following members 
present:   Mayor 
Donna Hoffoss, Alder-
men Nell Finlay, Judy 
McKenzie, and Lance 
Milligan.

The meeting was 
called to order and the 
invocation and pledge 
of allegiance were 
given.

There were no public 
comments.

Mayor Donna Hoffoss 
welcomed guests.

A motion was made 
by Nell Finlay and 
seconded by Judy 
McKenzie to adopt the 
minutes of the Regular 
Session of March 14, 
2023.  Vote on the mo-
tion was unanimous.

 A motion was made 
by Judy McKenzie and 
seconded by Lance 
Milligan to adopt the 
financial statements 
for March 2023. Vote 
on the motion was 
unanimous.

Department Reports:

Mike Chreene re-
ported all is well with 
the water department. 
The village took part 
in a  Sanitary Survey 
conducted by the De-
partment of Health & 
Hospitals last month, 
in which no deficien-
cies were reported. 

Chief James Edwards 
reported all is well with 
the police department 
and presented the 
council with records 
of all traffic stops/cita-
tions by Dixie Inn P.D. 
from January 1, 2023 
to current.

Mayor Donna Hoffoss 
reported the Historic 
Highway 80 sale will 
be April 21st--22nd. 
The mayor, clerk, and 
aldermen will attend 
the LRWA (Louisiana 
Rural Water Asso-
ciation) class on April 
10th and 11th. 

New Business

Mayor Hoffoss read 
aloud two Proclama-
tions by Governor 
John Bel Edwards. 
The first stated April 
2023 is Fair Housing 
Month in the State of 
Louisiana. The second 
stated the week of 
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April 10-14, 2023 has 
been reserved for rec-
ognition and apprecia-
tion of the Community 
Development Block 
Grant Program.  

There being no old 
business, a motion 
was made by Nell 
Finlay and seconded 
by Judy McKenzie to 
adjourn.

Attest:

Donna Hoffoss
Mayor

April 26, 2023
Minden Press-Herald

If anyone knows the 
whereabouts of AS-
SIDIOUS DE’VOLT 
HARRIS please 
contact S. Giddens, 
Attorney at Law at 
225-772-1130

April 26, 2023
Minden Press-Herald

SHERIFF’S SALE 

B1 BANK
VS.
REBECCA A ARA-
GON

In the Twenty-Sixth 
Judicial District 
Court of Webster 
Parish, Louisiana, 
No. 80443

   By virtue of a 
WRIT OF SEIZURE 
AND SALE issued 
out of the Twenty-
Sixth Judicial 
District Court of 
Webster Parish, 
Louisiana, in the 
above styled and 
numbered suit and 
to me directed, I 
have seized and 
taken into my pos-
session and will of-
fer for sale at public 
auction to the last 
and highest bidder 
for cash WITH-
OUT the benefit of 
appraisement and 
according to law at 
the principal front 
door of the Court-
house in the City of 
Minden, Webster 
Parish, Louisiana 
on WEDNESDAY, 
May 3, 2023, 
During the legal 
sale hours, the 
following property, 
to wit:

Lot No. 57, Block 
1, Premier Park 
Subdivision, being 
a part of the West 
Half of Southeast 
Quater (W 1/2 of 
SE 1/4), and a part 
of the East Half of 
Southwest Quarter 
(E 1/2 of SW 1/4), 
lying East of (old) 
State Route 90, 
all in Section 17, 
Township 21 North, 
Range 10 West, 
Webster Parish, 
Louisiana, being a 
lot North Side 80.0 
feet; East Side 78.2 
feet; South Side 
120.2 feet; and 
West Side 75.0 feet, 
as recorded in Map 
Book 2, Page 22.

320 McArthur 
Loop, Cotton 

Valley, Louisiana 
71018

SOLD SUBJECT 
TO ANY SUPE-
RIOR LIENS, 
MORTGAGES 
OR PRIVILEGES 
THERETO. 
     Said property 
seized is that of the 
defendant and will 
be sold to satisfy a 
judgment rendered 
in our Honorable 
Court. 

JASON R. PARKER 
Sheriff & Ex-Officio 

Auctioneer
Webster Parish, 

Louisiana 

Linda Vaughan - 
Deputy

March 29, 2023
April 26, 2023
Minden Press-Herald

April 26, 2023
Minden Press-Herald

April 12, 2023
April 19, 2023
April 26, 2023
Minden Press-Herald

Graphic 
Designer 
Needed
Webster 
Printing 

Company in 
Minden is 

seeking an 
experienced 

graphic 
designer. 
For more 

information, 
contact Wal-
ter at (318) 
243-7102.
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April 26, 2023
Minden Press-Herald

April 26, 2023
Minden Press-Herald

Delivery Drivers 
Needed

Bill & Ralph’s Inc.
118 B & R Drive, 

Sarepta, La. 71071
Accepting Applica-

tions For 
Delivery Route 

Drivers with
a CDL(Class A) 
Drivers License.
Free Medical In-

surance for Driver,
Family Medical In-
surance available.
Dental and 401K 

Benefits,
Hourly plus Incen-

tive Pay,
Yearly Safety 
Bonus Pay,

Monthly Safety/
Performance Pay.

Apply at Bill & 
Ralph’s

Contact Mickey 
Hodges at 

(318)539-2071
mickey.hodges@
billandralphs.com
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INVITATION FOR BID 
 

SEALED BIDS for construction at the Minden Airport consisting of Parallel Taxiway North, Airport 
Improvement Program No. 3-22-0032-017-2023, will be received by the City Clerk at the City of Minden, 
Louisiana, located at 520 Broadway, P.O. Box 580, Minden, Louisiana 71058, until 10:00 a.m. CST on 
Wednesday, May 17, 2023.  Bids will then be publicly opened and read aloud in the Cypress Room located 
at City Hall.  Bids received after the 10:00 a.m. deadline will be returned to the bidder unopened via certified 
mail.  Received bids will be referred to the City of Minden City Council for action and award.  Sealed bids 
must be marked on the outside with City of Minden Bid No. 02-2023. 
 

A Pre-Bid Conference will be held on Wednesday, May 3, 2023, at 2:00 p.m. in the Airport Terminal Building, 
100 Aviation Drive, Minden, LA 71055.  Representatives from the Owner and Engineer will be present to 
discuss the project.  Although the meeting is not mandatory, bidders are encouraged to attend and 
participate in the conference. 
 

Contract Documents including bid proposal forms, plan sheets, and specifications for the project may be 
viewed and downloaded free of charge (with the option to purchase hard copies) at www.civcastusa.com. 
Scanned plans and specifications (PDF format) are available on CD for a non-refundable price of $25.00 
from KSA Engineers, Inc., 1111 Hawn Avenue, Shreveport, LA 71107. Addenda will be posted at 
www.civcastusa.com. You will be notified of addenda automatically, through email, if you downloaded your 
plans and specifications via civcastusa.com.  Please submit questions for the project 72 hours prior to bid 
opening through www.civcastusa.com in the Q&A portal. 
 

Bids shall be received only on proposal forms furnished by the Engineer.  In no event shall proposal forms 
be issued later than twenty-four (24) hours prior to the hour and date set for receiving proposals. 
 
Bidders may elect to submit bids electronically via the internet.  Electronic bids for the City of Minden are 
available for submission at www.bidexpress.com.  Bidders desiring to submit electronic bids must register 
with Bid Express.  All bids submitted electronically shall include a digital signature as required by Louisiana 
State law.  Bidders submitting bids electronically are not required to submit paper forms.   
 
Bid proposals, amendments to bids, or requests for withdrawal of bids, which are received after the time 
specified for bid opening, shall not be considered for any cause whatsoever. 
 
An acceptable bid bond, cashier's check or certified check payable to the City of Minden, in an amount 
equal to five percent (5%) of the bid price, shall be submitted with each bid.  The successful Bidder will be 
required to furnish and pay for satisfactory performance and payment bonds.  Bidders are advised that 
Performance, Payment, and Maintenance Bond, each in the amount of 100 percent (100%) of the contract 
price, will be required. 
 

On any bid submitted in the amount of $50,000 or more, the Contractor shall certify that he is licensed 
under Louisiana Revised Statute 37:2150-2164 and show his license number on the bid and on the 
envelope.  Bidders must be licensed in the following category:  Highway, Street and Bridge Construction 
(or applicable sub classification).  The licensee shall not be permitted to bid or perform any type or types 
of work not included in the classification under which his license was issued. 
 
Notice of Requirement for Affirmative Action to Ensure Equal Employment Opportunity   
1. The Offeror’s or Bidder’s attention is called to the “Equal Opportunity Clause” and the “Standard Federal 
Equal Employment Opportunity Construction Contract Specifications” set forth herein. 

2. The goals and timetables for minority and female participation, expressed in percentage terms for the 
Contractor’s aggregate workforce in each trade on all construction work in the covered area, are as 
follows: 

Timetables 
Goals for minority participation for each trade: 29.3%  

Goals for female participation in each trade:  6.9% 

These goals are applicable to all of the Contractor’s construction work (whether or not it is Federal or 
federally assisted) performed in the covered area.  If the Contractor performs construction work in a 
geographical area located outside of the covered area, it shall apply the goals established for such 
geographical area where the work is actually performed.  With regard to this second area, the 
Contractor also is subject to the goals for both its federally involved and nonfederally involved 
construction. 

The Contractor’s compliance with the Executive Order and the regulations in 41 CFR Part 60-4 shall be 
based on its implementation of the Equal Opportunity Clause, specific affirmative action obligations 
required by the specifications set forth in 41 CFR 60-4.3(a) and its efforts to meet the goals. The hours 
of minority and female employment and training must be substantially uniform throughout the length of 
the contract, and in each trade, and the Contractor shall make a good faith effort to employ minorities 
and women evenly on each of its projects. The transfer of minority or female employees or trainees from 
Contractor to Contractor or from project to project for the sole purpose of meeting the Contractor’s goals 
shall be a violation of the contract, the Executive Order and the regulations in 41 CFR Part 60-4.  
Compliance with the goals will be measured against the total work hours performed. 

3. The Contractor shall provide written notification to the Director of the Office of Federal Contract 
Compliance Programs (OFCCP) within 10 working days of award of any construction subcontract in 
excess of $10,000 at any tier for construction work under the contract resulting from this solicitation.  
The notification shall list the name, address, and telephone number of the subcontractor; employer 
identification number of the subcontractor; estimated dollar amount of the subcontract; estimated 
starting and completion dates of the subcontract; and the geographical area in which the subcontract is 
to be performed. 

4. As used in this notice and in the contract resulting from this solicitation, the “covered area” is Minden, 
Louisiana in Webster Parish. 

 
Title VI Solicitation Notice  
The City of Minden, in accordance with the provisions of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (78 Stat. 
252, 42 USC §§ 2000d to 2000d-4) and the Regulations, hereby notifies all bidders or offerors that it will 
affirmatively ensure that for any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, disadvantaged 
business enterprises will be afforded full and fair opportunity to submit bids in response to this invitation 
and no businesses will be discriminated against on the grounds of race, color, national origin (including 
limited English proficiency), creed, sex (including sexual orientation and gender identity), age, or disability 
in consideration for an award. 

 
The Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) goal is 12.45% of the dollar value of this contract.  The DBE 
program also includes a small business element pursuant to 49 CFR Part 26. The Owner’s award of this 
contract is conditioned upon Bidder or Offeror satisfying the good faith effort requirements of 49 CFR § 
26.53.  
 
As a condition of responsibility, every Bidder or Offeror must submit the following information on the 
forms provided herein within five days after bid opening.  

1) The names and addresses of Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) firms that will participate 
in the contract;  

2) A description of the work that each DBE firm will perform;  

3) The dollar amount of the participation of each DBE firm listed under (1);  
4) Written statement from Bidder or Offeror that attests their commitment to use the DBE firm(s) 

listed under (1) to meet the Owner’s project goal;  
5) Written confirmation from each listed DBE firm that it is participating in the contract in the kind 

and amount of work provided in the prime contractor's commitment; and 
6) If Bidder or Offeror cannot meet the advertised project DBE goal, evidence of good faith efforts 

undertaken by the Bidder or Offeror as described in appendix A to 49 CFR part 26. The 
documentation of good faith efforts must include copies of each DBE and non-DBE subcontractor 
quote submitted to the bidder when a non-DBE subcontractor was selected over a DBE for work 
on the contract. 

 
All contracts and subcontracts that result from this solicitation incorporate by reference the provisions of 
29 CFR part 201, et seq, the Federal Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA), with the same force and effect 
as if given in full text.  The FLSA sets minimum wage, overtime pay, recordkeeping, and child labor 
standards for full and part-time workers. 

The Contractor has full responsibility to monitor compliance to the referenced statute or regulation.  The 
Contractor must address any claims or disputes that arise from this requirement directly with the U.S. 
Department of Labor – Wage and Hour Division. 

TRADE RESTRICTION CERTIFICATION 

By submission of an offer, the Offeror certifies that with respect to this solicitation and any resultant 
contract, the Offeror – 

1) is not owned or controlled by one or more citizens of a foreign country included in the list of 
countries that discriminate against U.S. firms as published by the Office of the United States 
Trade Representative (USTR); 

2) has not knowingly entered into any contract or subcontract for this project with a person that is a 
citizen or national of a foreign country included on the list of countries that discriminate against 
U.S. firms as published by the USTR; and  

3) has not entered into any subcontract for any product to be used on the Federal project that is 
produced in a foreign country included on the list of countries that discriminate against U.S. 
firms published by the USTR. 

This certification concerns a matter within the jurisdiction of an agency of the United States of America 
and the making of a false, fictitious, or fraudulent certification may render the maker subject to 
prosecution under Title 18 USC § 1001. 

The Offeror/Contractor must provide immediate written notice to the Owner if the Offeror/Contractor 
learns that its certification or that of a subcontractor was erroneous when submitted or has become 
erroneous by reason of changed circumstances.  The Contractor must require subcontractors provide 
immediate written notice to the Contractor if at any time it learns that its certification was erroneous by 
reason of changed circumstances. 

Unless the restrictions of this clause are waived by the Secretary of Transportation in accordance with 
49 CFR § 30.17, no contract shall be awarded to an Offeror or subcontractor:  

1) who is owned or controlled by one or more citizens or nationals of a foreign country included on 
the list of countries that discriminate against U.S. firms published by the USTR; or  

2) whose subcontractors are owned or controlled by one or more citizens or nationals of a foreign 
country on such USTR list; or  

3) who incorporates in the public works project any product of a foreign country on such USTR list. 

Nothing contained in the foregoing shall be construed to require establishment of a system of records in 
order to render, in good faith, the certification required by this provision.  The knowledge and 
information of a contractor is not required to exceed that which is normally possessed by a prudent 
person in the ordinary course of business dealings. 

The Offeror agrees that, if awarded a contract resulting from this solicitation, it will incorporate this 
provision for certification without modification in all lower tier subcontracts. The Contractor may rely on 
the certification of a prospective subcontractor that it is not a firm from a foreign country included on the 
list of countries that discriminate against U.S. firms as published by USTR, unless the Offeror has 
knowledge that the certification is erroneous. 

This certification is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed when making an 
award.  If it is later determined that the Contractor or subcontractor knowingly rendered an erroneous 
certification, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) may direct through the Owner cancellation of the 
contract or subcontract for default at no cost to the Owner or the FAA. 

 
All Bidders and Proposers shall comply with the provisions of Buy American Preferences, Davis Bacon 
Requirements, Debarment and Suspension, Lobbying Federal Employees, and Recovered Materials. 
 
Bids may be held by the City of Minden for a period of sixty (60) calendar days after the date and hour set 
for the opening.   
 

The City of Minden reserves the right to reject any or all Bids for just cause and reserves the right to waive 
any and all informalities. 
 

Michael Fluhr 
City Clerk/Treasurer 
City of Minden 
Telephone:  (318) 377-2144  
 

Published in The Minden Press Herald  
Advertise: April 19, 2023 
  April 26, 2023 
  May 3, 2023 
 

April 19, 2023
April 26, 2023
May 3, 2023
Minden Press-Herald

With all the weird and wacky things
to do in Louisiana, it’s pretty fair to
say the unusual is our usual.

Get your FREE pass and check in
at just eight of the offbeat offerings
on our list to win a prize.
((Of course, the prize will be unusual!)

SIGN UP FOR YOUR FREE PASS AT: Fun.LouisianaTravel.com

AN UNUSUAL OFFER FOR YOU.

SCAN ME!

Come feed your soul in Louisiana with
a one-of-a-kind, close-to-home, far-from-ordinary
road trip you’ll never forget. Louisiana is a trip.
Plan one today with a wide collection of itineraries
at LouisianaIsATrip.com.

FEATURING: POVERTY POINT STATE PARK

N O T I C E 
The Webster Parish Police Jury will be accepting sealed bids until the hour of 10:00 A.M. Tuesday May 23, 2023.  
Bids will be received by SEALED BID ONLY. There is a $25 bid fee per parcel listing. Bid fee is NON-
REFUNDABLE!  (For Example:  If a bidder bids on parcel numbers 12345, 12346 & 12347, then the bid fee will be 
$75) Bids will be read aloud in the Police Jury Meeting Room, Webster Parish Courthouse Annex, Minden, 
Louisiana, for the following:  To sell the adjudicated interest of the Webster Parish Police Jury in the following 
described properties, having been declared as surplus property by the Webster Parish Police Jury.  

Assessment # City Street Name or Subdivision Min. Bid

100387 Minden 2110 Hwy 531 962.36

100532 Heflin  Lots 18 & 19 Webster Rd. 516.41 

100760 Heflin Canal 512.00 

101253 Heflin Off Diamond T.  (down a dirt road) 535.89 

101547 Doyine Mallard Lane 1,206.83 

101597 Heflin Bossier St. 557.00 

102101 Heflin 183 Webster St. 1,845.48 

102238 Heflin Canal St. 515.00 

102561 Minden Goodwill Rd. 594.44 

102929 Doyline 132 Palmetto Dr. 1,104.93 

102962 Heflin Off Claiborne St. 448.05 

102970 Helfin Davis St. 458.05 

103686 Heflin 153 Mattie Lane 2,235.42 

103687 Heflin Mattie Lane 501.91 

104247 Heflin Canal St. 523.64 

104248 Heflin Canal St. 516.00 

104525 Heflin Off Webstr Rd. @ Dead End 535.89 

106201     509.71 

106676 Heflin Webster Rd. (7 Lots) 4,052.80 

106709 Heflin Mattie Lane 791.83 

106995 Heflin Webster Rd. 501.45 

107130 Dubberly Webster Rd. 501.20 

108257 Doyline 219 Lakeview Dr. 3,558.43 

108467 Heflin Mattie Lane 518.00 

108629 Heflin Mattie Lane 450.31 

108879 Doyline Main St. 526.23 

109539 Minden 609 Chestnut St. 6,170.59 

111519 Minden 409 Chestnut (2 Lots) 3,803.79 

111930 Minden 221 Abney 3,720.15 

112095 Minden 305 Walnut 10,137.24 

N O T I C E
The Webster Parish Police Jury will be accepting sealed bids 
until the hour of 10:00 A.M. Tuesday May 23, 2023.  Bids will be 
received by SEALED BID ONLY. There is a $25 bid fee per parcel 
listing. Bid fee is NON-REFUNDABLE!  (For Example:  If a bidder 
bids on parcel numbers 12345, 12346 & 12347, then the bid fee 
will be $75) Bids will be read aloud in the Police Jury Meeting 
Room, Webster Parish Courthouse Annex, Minden, Louisiana, 
for the following:  To sell the adjudicated interest of the Webster 
Parish Police Jury in the following described properties, having 
been declared as surplus property by the Webster Parish Police 
Jury.

112245 Minden 201 Gum St. 4,888.09 

112669 Minden 402 N. Roosevelt 5,621.47 

113006 Minden Constable 437.57 

114277 Minden 113 Marshall St. 3,223.75 

114580 Minden 408 N. Roosevelt 8,794.63 

115027 Minden 924 Lewisville Rd. 6,695.59 

115930 Sibley 173 S. Johnson St. 509.19 

117525 Springhill 108 Percy Burns/JD Clayton 511.40 

118569 Springhill 186 Smithville Rd. 791.96 

119689 Sarepta Short Rd. 1,438.79 

120565 Shongaloo 255 Henry Williams Rd. 1,048.22 

120888 Cotton Valley Greenard St. 643.27 

120946 Cotton Valley 222 Resident Rd. 1,035.12 

121105 Cotton Valley 191 McClanahan Dr. 681.87 

121221 Cotton Valley 350 McArthur Loop 2,199.42 

121283 Cotton Valley Mullens St. 540.24 

121483 Cotton Valley next to 245 Wheel Barrow Rd 713.63 

121521 Cotton Valley Church St. 434.94 

121589 Cotton Valley Lum St. 451.41 

121715 Cullen Newsom St. 2,964.36 

121748 Cullen 202 Stewart St. 1,801.67 

121765 Cullen Thomas St. 576.15 

121766 Cullen Corner of Moore & Cobb 396.58 

121770 Cullen North Curtis St. 619.18 

121806 Cullen 607 East Rd. 3,290.56 

121859 Cullen Cobb St. 482.07 

121952 Cullen Behind 105 Abbott (off Abbott Circle) 0.00 

121958 Cullen Behind 106 White St. 687.32 

122033 Cullen Off Of Burnham 324.51 

122044 Cullen 617 East Rd. 2,151.51 

122167 Cullen Williams St. 497.05 

122236 Springhill 306 Orr St. 4,455.96 

122260 Cullen 125 Payne St. 2,317.18 

122264 Cullen Henrietta White Blvd 454.77 

122300 Cullen 112 S. Lemon St. 1,343.27 

Upon acceptance of the highest responsive bid, and receipt of the bid amount, the acquiring person needs to 
publish a notice in the official journal that any tax sale party has sixty (60) Days or (6) months to redeem the 
property or otherwise challenge the sale in a court of competent jurisdiction.  The fact of this ad does not create or 
reestablish a right to redeem the property that has otherwise expired.  The successful bidder is responsible for 
determining those tax sale parties whose interest the successful bidder intends to terminate. The successful bidder 
will produce payment within five (5) days of notice of award or the bid could be awarded to the next highest 
bidder.   

The sale shall comply in all respects with Ordinance 996 and La.R.S.47:2201-2292.  The terms of the sale include 
that such sale is for cash or cash equivalent, that such sale if without warranty of title and without any warranty of 
merchantability of fitness; that such sale is “as, where is”; that the buyer is responsible for obtaining title 
insurance at buyer’s cost, if it is desired; and that the Police Jury reserves the mineral rights to the greatest extent 
possible. 

Lisa Balkom, Secretary-Treasurer   Jim Bonsall, President   Webster Parish Police Jury 

If you have any questions call Angie at 318-377-7564 

Publish in the Springhill Press April 20th and May 11th and in the Minden Press Herald April 19th and May 10th.   

122320 Cullen 109 Plymouth 1,591.39 

122321 Cullen 107 Plymouth 861.76 

122357 Cullen Abbot Cir & Henrietta White 557.22 

122358 Cullen Cobb St. 652.78 

122359 Cullen MLK Jr. Dr. 631.22 

122360 Cullen MLK Jr. Dr. 739.44 

122407 Cullen Abbot Cir & Henrietta White (behind Rhone) 463.58

122422 Cullen 617 East St. 4,077.51 

122547   Bolton St. 471.82 

122709 Sarepta 5699 Hwy 2 2,368.61 

123298 Springhill 806 Baker St. 1,867.55 

123636 Springhill 406 Center Park Dr. 2,939.66 

123665 Springhill Spruce St. 1,177.35 

123780 Springhill 302 3rd St. SE 4,294.22 

124524 Springhill 718 Church St. 3,287.45 

124888 Springhill 911 1st St. SE 1,257.85 

125532 Springhill Reynolds St. 953.95 

125804 Springhill 907 7th St. 1,771.71 

125807 Springhill 910 7th St. SE 1,771.71 

125813 Springhill Off of Center St. 2,704.92 

125842 Springhill 308 Williams St. 4,143.24 

Upon acceptance of the highest responsive bid, and receipt of 
the bid amount, the acquiring person needs to publish a notice 
in the official journal that any tax sale party has sixty (60) Days 
or (6) months to redeem the property or otherwise challenge the 
sale in a court of competent jurisdiction.  The fact of this ad does 
not create or reestablish a right to redeem the property that has 
otherwise expired.  The successful bidder is responsible for deter-
mining those tax sale parties whose interest the successful bidder 
intends to terminate. The successful bidder will produce payment 
within five (5) days of notice of award or the bid could be awarded 
to the next highest bidder.  

The sale shall comply in all respects with Ordinance 996 and 
La.R.S.47:2201-2292.  The terms of the sale include that such 
sale is for cash or cash equivalent, that such sale if without war-
ranty of title and without any warranty of merchantability of fitness; 
that such sale is “as, where is”; that the buyer is responsible for 
obtaining title insurance at buyer’s cost, if it is desired; and that 
the Police Jury reserves the mineral rights to the greatest extent 
possible.

Lisa Balkom, Secretary-Treasurer	 Jim Bonsall, President	
Webster Parish Police Jury

If you have any questions call Angie at 318-377-7564

April 26, 2023
May 10, 2023
Minden Press-Herald

HAVE YOUR 
PET SPAYED 

OR 
NEUTERED

Part-Time Receptionist / Assistant Bookkeeper 
(9am-3pm)

Manage front desk / Customer service duties include:
 - Greet and help customers face-to-face
 - Answer and direct calls
 - Monitor and reply to office voicemails and emails
 - Coordinate with other departments regarding place-
ment of different advertisements (past & future)
 - Coordinate with other departments for placing clas-
sifieds and legal notices
 - Accept payments for subscriptions, accounts, etc
 - Manage supply inventory and make orders as needed
 - Monitor funds available for postage and add when 
necessary
 - Convert paper files to e-documents using a scanner 
and Google Drive
 - Filing
 - Keep front area clean and orderly

Assistant bookkeeper duties include:
 - Compiling deposits
 - Answer customer questions regarding payments and 
billing
 - Mail out billing with tearsheets, including filling out 
affidavits
 - Assist with any other billing or deposit duties as 
needed/requested

Applicants should be familiar with modern office equip-
ment (i.e. scanners, Mac/PC, postage machines, fax 
machines) as well as programs such as Google Drive, 
Google Docs, and Gmail.

Apply at the Minden Press-Herald, 203 Gleason Street. 
318-377-1866



BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Bossier Press-Tribune                                                            Where Local Business Gets Done.

Your Ad |
Two Newspapers | 

Two Websites | 
All Business

Scan the QR Code to get started
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