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A flag changing ceremony will be held at 9 AM on July 4 at Eagle Park which is located on Turner’s Pond 
at the intersection of Lewisville Road and Lakeshore Drive. Come out to honor our veterans in this brief 
yet worthwhile acknowledgement of their service.

Flag changing ceremony to be held July 4
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SWEET TREATS

WILL PHILLIPS
Minden Press-Herald

Sweets lovers will 
soon rejoice at a new 
addition to Minden’s 
Main Street. A new ice 
cream shop, Shug’s, 
owned and operated by 
Minden locals Donny 
and Mandi Hart, will be 
opening its doors near 

the end of summer. This 
new shop aims not only 
to serve some sweet 
treats, but also to serve 
as a place for people to 
hang out and share a 
good time with one an-
other. 

“We love Minden, and 
we love ice cream. We 
saw a need for this type 
of business in Minden 

so people aren’t having 
to drive to Bossier for 
their favorite scoops. It 
will be a family-friendly 
atmosphere with board 
games, cards, domi-
noes, etc. for everyone 
to come and hang out, 
stay a while, and have 
some fun,” said Mandi 

Shug’s bringing sweet treats to Main Street

SPECIAL PUBLICATIONS

Inside 
Today’s 
Edition

AMBER MCDOWN
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In a heartwarming cel-
ebration of fatherhood 
and personal growth, 
Seeds Women’s Center 
held a graduation cer-
emony for their dedicated 
group of dads on June 20. 
The event, which took 
place at Emmanuel Bap-
tist Church, marked the 
culmination of 11 weeks 
of classes that brought to-
gether five strangers who 
have now become the 
best of friends.

Amber Bradford, the di-
rector of Seeds Women’s 
Center, expressed her joy 
about the event, saying, 
“They met as strangers, 
and now they are the best 
of friends.” The center has 
been instrumental in pro-
viding support and guid-
ance to these fathers on 

their journey towards be-
coming the best possible 
dads for their children.

The graduation cere-
mony was a testament to 
the community’s involve-
ment and commitment 
to empowering fathers. 
Throughout the program, 
volunteers provided de-
licious suppers at every 
meeting, while Johnson’s 
Cafe contributed their 
famous donuts, adding a 
touch of sweetness to the 
dads’ journey.

Leading the group with 
unwavering dedication 
were Joel Clary, the cap-
tain, and Don West, the 
co-captain. They were 
supported by Chris Sil-
vis and Matt Edwards 
from Fishers of Men, es-
teemed leaders in the 
community who attended 

Seeds Women’s 
Center celebrates 

graduation of 
dedicated dads

CELEBRATION

AMBER MCDOWN
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A new scam has just 
started making its rounds 
using fear of arrest as a 
means to frighten people 
out of their 
money. 

T h e s e 
imposters 
are calling 
and tell-
ing people 
that they 
were sub-
p o e n a e d 
for court 
and have missed their 
court dates, and now 
there is a warrant for their 
arrest. They are told that, 
if they come to the police 
department, they will be 
arrested on sight, and are 
advised to pay their fine 
over the phone.

“These scammers are 
using my name, they’re 
using officers’ names, 

CRIME

Scammers 
impersonating 
police on the 

phone 
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Earlier in 
June, Gov. 
John Bel Ed-
wards de-
clared July 3, 
2023 will be 
recognized as a state holi-
day this year. It should be 
noted that state and lo-
cal institutions as well as 
some businesses will be 
closed in recognition of 
this holiday. 

The reason for this is 
because Independence 
Day, July 4, will be tak-
ing place on a Tuesday. 
The governor saw fit to 
have Monday, July 3, be 
a holiday as well, making 
it more convenient for 
people who want to travel 
and gather with friends 
and family for the holiday. 

“Monday, July 3, 2023, 
is declared a legal holiday 
in the State of Louisiana 
and shall be observed as 
a day of public rest,” the 
proclamation declaring 
July 3 as a state holiday 
read.

“The citizens of the 
State of Louisiana and 
the officers and employ-
ees of the departments 
of the State will benefit 
from an additional legal 
holiday during a period 
when Americans tradi-
tionally gather together to 
remember and celebrate 
our country’s indepen-
dence.” 

See, SWEETS, Page 3See, SEEDS, Page 3
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AMBER MCDOWN
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It was awards night at 
the May 30 special ses-
sion of the Webster Par-
ish School Board. Awards 
were given to the Stu-
dents of the Year, Sup-
port Persons of the Year, 
and Teachers of the Year. 
Speaking of the process 
for becoming a Student 
of the Year, Personnel Di-
rector Robin Tucker said, 
“It’s a very intensive pro-
cess. Parents who helped 
their students complete 
that portfolio and appli-
cation know how much 
work their students put 
into that. We’re just super 
proud of those students 
who took their time and 
participated in that, and 
we want to recognize all 
of those students from 
their schools tonight as 
well as those who went 
on to compete and repre-
sent Webster Parish at the 
Regional Student of the 
Year.”

In the 5th grade divi-
sion, Grey Meeker of 
Richardson Elementary, 
Brayleigh Lewis of Central 
Elementary, Brady Mixon 
of Doyline Elementary, 
Jordan Thomas of Brown 
Upper Elementary, and 
Mason Neal of North 
Webster Upper Elemen-
tary were named Stu-
dents of the Year for their 
schools. Mason Neal was 
selected as the Webster 
Parish Student of the Year 
for 5th grade.

In the 8th grade di-
vision, Reese Miller of 
Webster Jr High, Madi-
son Franklin of Lakeside 
Jr High, Mikyah White of 
North Webster Jr High, 
and Lanie Gates of Doy-
line Jr High were named 
Students of the Year for 
their schools. Madison 
Franklin was selected as 
Webster Parish Student of 
the Year for the 8th grade.

And in the 12th grade 
division, Jonathan Nguy-
en of Minden High, Mela-
nie Anderson of Doyline 
High, Brittany Odom of 
Lakeside High, and Lily 

Everett of North Webster 
High were named Stu-
dents of the Years for their 
schools. Jonathan Nguyen 
was selected as Webster 
Parish Student of the Year 
for the 12th grade.

Only students in 5th, 
8th, or 12th grade are eli-
gible for the Student of the 
Year Award. At the award 
ceremony, winners from 
each school received a 
certificate. Students who 
were selected as Webster 
Parish Students of the 
Year received a plaque. 

Awards were also given 
to the Support Persons of 
the Year, which includes 
persons such as cafeteria 
staff, custodians, secre-
taries, and paraprofes-
sionals. 

“We could not do our 
jobs that we do everyday 
without these individu-
als,” said Tucker. “They 
are truly the backbones of 
our schools and the un-
sung heroes.” 

School awards were 
given to Brenda Willis, a 
paraprofessional at Lake-
side Jr/Sr High; Paulesta 
Gilbert, a paraprofes-
sional at Central Elemen-
tary; Laraven Coleman, 
a secretary at Brown Up-
per Elementary; Jennifer 
Scott, a paraprofessional 
at Browning Elementary; 
Pam McGill, a custodian 
at North Webster Jr High; 
Haley Stewart, a para-
professional at Richard-
son Elementary; Shaun 
Houston, a behavior in-
terventionist at Webster 
Jr High; Kelsey Morris, a 
paraprofessional at Doy-
line High; Tokia Whit-
ing, SRO at Minden High 
(now deputy chief for the 
Minden Police Depart-
ment); Kimberly Winkler, 
a paraprofessional at 
North Webster Upper El-
ementary; Jessica Gavin, a 
paraprofessional at Jones 
Elementary; Tammy 
Guice, a secretary at Phil-
lips Elementary; Jennifer 
Hanson, a paraprofes-
sional at North Webster 
Lower Elementary; and 
Stacey Martin, a secretary 
at North Webster High. 

The Webster Parish 
Support Persons of the 
Year are Paulesta Gilbert 
for elementary, Shaun 
Houston for junior high, 
and Stacey Martin for 
high school.

The Teachers of the 
Year for their schools 
were Aubrey Lee, an ELA 
teacher at Lakeside Jr/Sr 
High; Will Gray, a math 
teacher at Lakeside Jr/
Sr High; Brittany Lewis, 
a 2nd grade teacher at 
Central Elementary; Mar-
tha Edens, a 4th grade 
teacher at Brown Up-
per Elementary; Tanya 

Pesses-Cole, a 1st grade 
teacher at Browning El-
ementary; Tina Hughes, 
an ELA teacher at North 
Webster Jr High; Amy 
Lee, a special education 
teacher at Richardson 
Elementary; Christina 
Chester, a physical edu-
cation teacher at Webster 
Jr High; Megan Pearce, a 
4th grade teacher at Doy-
line Elementary; Nancy 
Griffith, an ELA teacher 
at Doyline Jr High; Megan 
James, a math teacher at 
Doyline High; Rebecca 
Carraway, an ELA teacher 
at Minden High; Raven 

Berry, a 5th grade teacher 
at North Webster Upper 
Elementary; Jamie Lewis, 
a 2nd grade teacher at 
Jones Elementary; Tori 
McKinney, a pre-K teach-
er at Phillips Elementary; 
Jessica Newsom, a 2nd 
grade teacher at North 
Webster Lower Elemen-
tary; and Terri Orr, a spe-
cial education teacher at 
North Webster High. 

The Webster Parish 
Teachers of the Year are 
Brittany Lewis for ele-
mentary, Tina Hughes for 
junior high, and Will Gray 
for high school. 

During the June 12 
board meeting, the Prin-
cipals of the Year were 
recognized. Elementary 
Principal of the Year went 
to Jessica Spence of J.L. 
Jones Elementary, Mid-
dle School Principal of 
the Year went to Walter 
Ritchie of Doyline Junior 
High, and High School 
Principal of the Year went 
to Rebecca Wilson of Min-
den High.

Congratulations to you 
all for all your hard work.
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Awards given at the Webster Parish School Board meeting
EDUCATION

AMBER MCDOWN/ PRESS-HERALD PHOTOS 
Over the past two board meeting, the Webster Parish School Board has recognized and given awards for Stu-
dents of the Year, Support Persons of the Year, Teachers of the Year, and Principals of the Year.



they’re using badge 
numbers,” said Minden 
Police Chief Jared Mc-
Iver. “They’ve even used 
the PD phone number to 
call people.”

The Minden Police 

Department is not mak-
ing these calls. Do not 
give money to anyone 
who calls you making 
these claims. If you do 
receive a call like this, 
please contact the po-
lice department and let 
them know about it as 
soon as possible.

Hart. 
At any given point, 

Shug’s will be offering 26 
flavors out of their dip-
pings cabinets and, to 
keep things fresh, some 
of those flavors will be 
rotating out for new 
ones, giving people a 
reason to check in time 
and time again, possibly 
finding some new favor-
ite flavors by doing so. 

“Our supplier has over 
100 flavors we will rotate 
in and out in our 26-fla-
vor dipping cabinets. 
We will have our staples, 
some seasonal options, 
as well as just some fun 
choices. We will also 
have sugar-free options 
as well as vegan options. 
We are planning on spe-
cialty shakes as well,” 

said Hart.
Shug’s will also be 

going mobile as well, 
allowing customers to 
mobily select which fla-
vors they would enjoy 
and having Shug’s serve 
them at all manner of 
events.

“There will also be a 
mobile cart if you would 
like us to come to your 
event and bring ice 
cream. Our ice cream 
is from Madison, Wis-
consin. It is some of the 
creamiest ice cream 
we’ve ever tried with 
18% butterfat,” said Hart.

“We pray this is a suc-
cessful endeavor not just 
for our family but for 
Main Street Minden as 
well. We plan to be open 
seven days a week to 
serve the cravings of our 
customers.”
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Sandra D. 
Sparkman

Funeral services celebrating the 
life of Sandra D. Sparkman will 
be held Monday, June 26, 2023, at 
2:00 p.m. at First Baptist Church 
West Chapel in Minden, Louisi-
ana with Bro. Leland Crawford of-

ficiating. Interment will follow at Gardens of Memory 
Cemetery in Minden, Louisiana under the direction of 
Rose-Neath Funeral Home in Minden. The family will 
receive friends Monday, June 26, 2023, at 1:00 p.m. at 
the church prior to the service time. 

Sandra was born December 2, 1941, in Minden, Loui-
siana and entered into rest June 23, 2023, in Shreveport, 
Louisiana.  Sandra was a faithful member of First Bap-

tist Church Minden. 
She was preceded in death by her parents, Grady and 

Eloise Sparkman. 
She is survived by her brother, Gene Sparkman and 

wife Margaret of Katy, TX; nieces, Katie Eubank and 
husband Brent and their son Brooks of Denison, TX, 
Ezzie Goodwin and husband Joe and their son Redford 
of Fulshear, TX, and Stephanie Hitchcock and husband 
Michael of Houston, TX; uncle, Jim Sparkman and wife 
Margie of Walnut Creek, CA and their children, Doug 
Sparkman and wife Margaret of League City, TX and 
Tom Sparkman and wife Inken of Monte Serno, CA; 
cousin, Edwina Whitlow and husband David of Minden 
and their children Spencer Smith and wife Bethany of 
Ruston, and their children Adalyn and Avery, and cous-
in, Sara Rouse and husband Chris of New Orleans. 

Rose-Neath Funeral Home 
211 Murrell Street 

Minden, Louisiana 71055 
(318)377-3412

Pamela K. 
Hillidge

Pamela Kay Hillidge, affection-
ately known to many as “Aunt 
Pam” passed away June 23, 2023, in 
Shreveport, Louisiana. 

Visitation is planned for Thurs-
day, June 29, 2023, from 5:00 -7:00 
pm at Kilpatrick’s Rose-Neath Fu-

neral Home in Minden, Louisiana. Services will be held 
on Friday, June 30, 2023, at 10:00 am at First Baptist 
Church sanctuary in Minden, Louisiana, followed by 
interment at Bistineau Cemetery in Heflin, Louisiana. 

Pam was born in Minden, Louisiana, on September 
23, 1955, and was a lifelong resident of Sibley, Louisi-
ana. 

She is preceded in death by her parents Jefferson 
Daniel and Vernice (Ancelet) Hillidge of Sibley, Louisi-
ana, and her dear aunt, Agnes Reiners. She is survived 
by her brothers, Jeff Hillidge, of Sibley, Louisiana, and 
Jerry Hillidge and wife Patsy, of Homer, Louisiana. 

Left to treasure the memory of Aunt Pam are nieces 
Julie Alexander and husband Scott of Minden, Louisi-
ana, and Betsy Harris and husband Derek of Shreve-
port, Louisiana. Aunt Pam’s greatest source of joy were 
her great nieces, Rachel, Rebecca, and Hadley. She was 
sure to be present at all important milestones, recit-
als, ceremonies, and birthdays. She will also be deeply 
missed on weekend trips “to the country” by her canine 
nephew, Rolo. 

As a member of First Baptist Church of Minden, Pam 
exemplified the true meaning of Christian servanthood 
by participating in many activities of the church includ-
ing her Walk by Faith Sunday school class, the Right to 

Life march, and the Embrace Grace ministry. She used 
her God-given talents as a pianist to accompany nurs-
ing home and church congregations in worship all over 
Webster Parish. As a born caretaker, Pam never hesi-
tated to prepare a meal, make a grocery run, arrange 
the building of a wheelchair ramp, or dog sit for friends 
and family.

With over 40 years’ experience in the banking in-
dustry, Pam considered her customers and coworkers 
of Gibsland Bank and Trust an honorary family.  She 
believed in making a personal connection and was 
known for her exceptional hospitality and strawberry 
cake. Pam was a faithful public servant as the Repub-
lican Parish Executive Committee’s representative on 
the Webster Parish Board of Election Supervisors for 
many years.  

Those who had the privilege to know Aunt Pam 
would speak of her love for all things coffee (except, of 
course, decaf) and her obsession with gardening. She 
was the only person to cultivate an all-season poinset-
tia and never met a Christmas cactus she didn’t like. 
If she wasn’t proudly texting you pictures of her latest 
daylily blooms, she was bringing them in a vase for you 
to marvel in person. 

As we mourn the loss of this remarkable, strong 
woman, let us find solace in the knowledge that she left 
an indelible mark on the hearts of those who had the 
immense privilege of knowing her. 

The family would like to thank the medical and nurs-
ing staff of Willis Knighton North CCU, Minden Medi-
cal Center ER, and Claiborne Memorial Medical Cen-
ter for the diligent and compassionate care provided 
to Pam. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made in 
Pam’s honor to the Embrace Grace ministry of First 
Baptist Church Minden, the Louisiana Right to Life, or 
charity of choice. 

CRIME
Continued from Page 1

SWEETS
Continued from Page 1

classes alongside the 
dads throughout the 11 
weeks.

Each class session in-
volved watching educa-
tional videos from Bright 
Course Fatherhood and 
engaging in discussions 
about the topics cov-
ered. However, some 
meetings focused solely 
on open discussions 
about the challenges 
these fathers faced and 
how they could make 
positive changes in their 
lives for the sake of their 
children.

As a token of appre-
ciation and encourage-
ment, each dad received 
a personalized Bible 
from Men of Courage, a 
gift card to Pizza Hut, a 
small Igloo lunch box, 
a key chain, cookies, 
and a generous $100 gift 
card. These donations 
were made possible by 
the support of Living 
Word, St. Paul’s Catholic 
Church, Pizza Hut, the 
Meeker Family, and the 
Bradford Family.

The celebration was 

made even more spe-
cial with Ol’ West BBQ, 
provided by Men of 
Courage, a delectable 
cake baked by Ms. Sarah 
Haynes, and refreshing 
drinks courtesy of Coca-
Cola. Door prizes were 
given away, adding an 
element of excitement 
to the evening.

Amber Bradford in-
vites interested fathers 
to participate in the 
upcoming Navigating 
Fatherhood class, the 
date for which will be 
announced soon. Addi-
tionally, she encourages 
anyone who is willing to 
lend their support as a 
Fisher of Men to contact 
her at Seeds Women’s 
Center.

The five honored 
dads, Joshua Blackwell, 
Sidney Bradley, Rocky 
Mims, Brigham Cheath-
am, and Calebb Bolton, 
have set an inspiring 
example of dedication 
and personal growth. 
Seeds Women’s Center 
applauds their commit-
ment to becoming the 
best fathers they can be.

SEEDS
Continued from Page 1

Cresson speaks about fish conservation 
at Lions Club

AMBER MCDOWN
Minden Press-Herald

David Cresson, execu-
tive director and CEO of 
the Coastal Conserva-
tion Association (CCA) of 
Louisiana, was the guest 
speaker at the noon Lions 
Club meeting on June 22. 

CCA got its start in 1977 
when a group of recre-
ational fishermen formed 
the association in an ef-
fort to protect the popu-
lations of redfish and 
speckled trout that had 
been decimated by com-
mercial overfishing along 
the Gulf Coast. CCA has 
expanded and now has 
30 chapters all along the 
Gulf Coast, the South- 
and MId-Atlantic regions, 
the California coast, and 
up into the Pacific North-
west. One of their larg-
est chapters is located in 
Shreveport. Each chapter 
has regional fish that they 
help to manage and pro-
tect. But some species of 
fish are easier to protect 
than others.

“Many of our fish in the 
Gulf are managed by the 
federal government, and 
the federal government 
— without fail — does a 
pathetic job of manag-
ing fish,” said Cresson. 
Fish such as bluefin tuna, 
sailfish, red snapper, and 
marlin are considered 
offshore species and are 
managed by the federal 
government. “I wish we 
could get more of the 
management of those 
species into state man-
agement because, at least 
at the state level, we have 
more immediate access 
to that level; we can go 
to people like [Senator] 
Robert Mills and [Repre-
sentative] Wayne McMa-
hen, and they can help us 
start making a difference. 
Where, at the federal lev-
el, even though we’ve got 
great congressmen and 
women, the wheels of 
government in Washing-
ton D.C. grind extremely 
slowly.”

Beyond advocating 
for conservation at state 
and federal levels, CCA 
also helps scientists learn 
more about different spe-
cies of fish including their 
habitats, migratory pat-
terns, and population 
sizes; educates the pub-
lic; awards scholarships; 
and helps restore habi-
tats which have been de-
stroyed either by nature 
or by man.

CCA has been building 
floating islands to expand 
wetlands as well as build-
ing artificial reefs.

“We build artificial 
reefs all along the coasts,” 
said Cresson. “One of the 
big issues we deal with 
in Louisiana is the loss 
of our reefs. There’s re-
ally two ways we lose our 
reefs. One, our oyster 
reefs across Louisiana 
are getting demolished. 
There’s a number of fac-
tors, but the number one 
factor is how we harvest 
them [dredging]. The 
other way that we’re los-
ing habitat in Louisiana 
is the removal of the [oil] 
platforms in the Gulf of 
Mexico. And I call them 
reefs, because that’s what 
they become; the sec-
ond they hit the water, 
they become a reef and 

a habitat for fish. They’re 
being removed, but that’s 
removing fish habitats 
along with them. So we’re 
going behind those spots 
and rebuilding reefs.” 

CCA is using old con-
struction materials to 
replace these habitats, 
giving the smaller fish a 
place to call home which, 
in turn, attracts the larg-
er fish. “In the last five 
weeks, we have built five 
reefs. These are expen-
sive projects. They cost 
hundreds of thousands 
of dollars. We work with 
big companies like Shell 
and Chevron and Cono-
coPhillips and others to 
develop the funding for 
these projects. The state 
of Louisiana works with 
us and matches the dol-
lars one-to-one,” Cresson 
said. “Once we build one 
of these projects, the fish 
show right back up.”

Cresson wants people 
to know also, that one of 
the biggest threats to fish 
is foreign owned industry. 
In particular, two compa-
nies, one out of Canada 
and the other out of South 
Africa, are coming to Lou-
isiana’s shores and har-
vesting a very important 
forage species that we call 
pogy (menhaden) that 

other fish need to live. 
They do this about 12,000 
times a year in Louisiana.

“The important thing 
about menhaden is that 
everything in the Gulf of 
Mexico eats these fish,” 
said Cresson. “So when 
you pull a billion pounds 
out of our water, clearly 
you’re going to have an 
impact on the other fish 
that rely on that forage. 
Not to mention they also 
take about 50 million 
pounds or so or bi-catch 
— things like trout and 
redfish and shrimp and 
other species that we de-
pend on.

“We’re the only state in 
America that allows them 
to do what we’re allowing. 
There are other states that 
allow them to do it off-
shore, but they don’t al-
low them to do it on their 
beaches like we do here in 
Louisiana.” Cresson asks 
that you as a voter in this 
upcoming election year, 
ask candidates what they 
plan to do about the pogy 
situation. 

The Lions Club has 
interesting speakers ev-
ery week. They meet on 
Thursdays at noon in the 
American Legion Memo-
rial Home at 119 Pine 
Street.

LIONS CLUB



What a sweetheart deal.  
Two misdemeanors and 
pretrial diversion for count-
less crimes established by 
the Laptop from Hell.

It’s really no surprise to 
learn that Pres. Biden’s son, 
Hunter Biden, has received 
highly preferential treat-
ment regarding the numer-
ous criminal allegations 
against him, charges that 
would send most Americans 
and any Republican to fed-
eral prison for years.

It’s still important, though, 
to know with clarity how 
Joe Biden has corrupted the 
DOJ and the FBI to protect 
Hunter and himself. 

What am I referring to?
This past week news broke 

that the Biden Department 
of Justice hindered, in nu-
merous ways, the investiga-
tion of Hunter Biden. 

Of course, for months, a 
lazy and compliant national 
media has spun the narra-
tive that the investigation 
really wasn’t receiving any 
special treatment.  We now 
know that was false.  Two 
whistleblowers, one named 
and one anonymous came 
forward this week and gave 
sworn testimony.

The named individual, 
Gary Shapley, a 14-year IRS 
veteran, and the anonymous 
individual have told a story 
of “blocked search war-
rants, tip-offs to Mr. Biden’s 
(defense) team, squelched 
avenues of investigation, 
downgraded charges, and 
interference by Joe Biden’s 
appointees.” (K. Strassel, 

WSJ, 6-23-23).
Shapley testified that the 

DOJ, its Tax Division and the 
Delaware U.S. Attorney’s Of-
fice provided Hunter Biden 
with “preferential treatment 
and unchecked conflicts of 
interest.” (WSJ, 6-23-23)

Shapley, head of an elite 
team of tax investigators, 
testified that his team was 
almost immediately prohib-
ited from taking normal in-

vestigato-
ry actions. 

He was 
t hw a r t e d 
both in do-
ing spon-
t a n e o u s 
question-
ing of wit-
nesses and 
in search-
ing for evi-
dence be-

cause somehow the Hunter 
Biden defense team was 
tipped off and able to im-
pede it.   Shapley was also 
not allowed to ask questions 
about “dad” or “the big guy”.  
They were also prohibited 
from investigating campaign 
finance violations.  

It goes on and on.
Shapley provided further 

evidence of influence ped-
dling when he revealed 
a WhatsApp message in 
which Hunter Biden tells a 
Chinese businessman:  “I’m 
sitting here with my father” 
and urges the businessman 
to fulfill the “commitment.” 

Hunter Biden then warns 
the businessman to person-
ally resolve the issue that 

night or “I will make certain 
that between the man sitting 
next to me and every person 
he knows and my ability to 
forever hold a grudge that 
you will regret not following 
my direction.” (K. Strassel, 
WSJ, 6-23-23). 

There are also photos of 
Hunter Biden on his later-
abandoned laptop showing 
him at President Joe Biden’s 
Wilmington, Delaware 
home on the day he includ-
ed his father’s name in the 
WhatsApp message he sent 
to threaten his Chinese busi-
ness associate, Henry Zhao, 
an official working with Chi-
nese energy conglomerate 
CEFC Energy. (Newsmax, 
6-23-23).

While Shapley did not 
provide evidence that Joe 
Biden was actually in close 
physical proximity to Hunt-
er Biden as he threatened 
businessman Zhao, “if Joe 
Biden was sitting next to his 
son as he sent the message 
as it suggests, it would be a 
fatal blow to the president’s 
repeated claims that he nev-
er discussed overseas busi-
ness deals with his son, and 
the photographs of Hunter 
Biden at what appears to 
be a family gathering at the 
Delaware home is the stron-
gest indication that he was 
in close proximity to his fa-
ther when he threatened 
the Chinese businessman.” 
(Free Beacon, 6-22-23).

In another email later that 
day Hunter Biden also men-
tioned “me and my family”, 
confirming an agreement 

for a $10 million contract for 
“introductions alone,” with 
bonuses for any successful 
deals that come about as a 
result of the Biden family’s 
efforts.

Still further, Shapley also 
points out that Hunter’s 
one-time business partner, 
Rob Walker, admitted to in-
vestigators that an “orches-
trated” appearance of Joe 
Biden while out of office was 
made to “bolster” the odds 
of a “deal work (ing) out. “

For obvious reasons, Shap-
ley recommended more se-
rious felony charges than 
the minor counts to which 
Hunter Biden has now pled. 

If this is not an example 
of influence peddling—and 
blatant corruption of our 
Constitutional principle of 
equal justice for all—then I 
don’t know what is.  If this 
is not what favorable treat-
ment by prosecutors and 
glaring political interference 
which benefits the powerful 
at the expense of hardwork-
ing, law-abiding Americans 
looks like, I don’t know what 
it would look like. 

This is rank corruption 
and those guilty of it need to 
be held accountable.  While 
that will not likely happen it 
is, nevertheless, important 
that the American people 
continue to be made aware 
of it.

Royal Alexander is a Shreveport 
attorney.

Next Tuesday is the Fourth of 
July! This holiday is one of my 
very favorite and most memo-
rable holidays of the year! July 4, 
2023 officially marks America’s 
247th birthday! It was on July 4, 
1776 that Congress adopted our 
Declaration of Independence 
(though history shows that our 
Declaration of Independence 
was actually voted on and 
signed in the Second Continen-
tal Congress on July 2, 1776).  

As I said above, July 4th has 
always been one of my very 
favorite holidays because of 
what it stands for. When I was a 
teenager in junior high school, 
I vividly remember the celebra-
tion of America’s Bicentennial 
on July 4, 1976. I remember the 
months and months of histori-
cal celebration and promotion 

leading up to our Bicentennial. 
Furthermore, I remember 

exactly what our family did on 
that very 
day. And, I 
also remem-
ber that we 
a t t e n d e d 
a celebra-
tion on the 
Shreveport 
R i v e r f ro n t 
that evening 
(a celebra-
tion very 

similar to riverfront celebration 
that has happened over the last 
several years).  Wow, the fact 
that it has now been 47 years 
since that time seems impos-
sible.     

Just a few years later, I also 
remember my Dad bringing me 

home two Susan B. Anthony sil-
ver dollars which were original-
ly minted in 1979 by our United 
States Mint. As a matter of fact, 
I still have the two silver dol-
lars somewhere. They were only 
minted in 1979, 1980, 1981 and 
again in 1999. So, one day soon, 
I will have to find them (hope-
fully). They may be valuable.  

If you have a flag to fly on July 
4th, I hope that you display it 
proudly. If you are able to at-
tend church around July 4th, 
I hope that your church cel-
ebrates patriotism both in mes-
sage and in song. And, I hope 
that your church gives thanks 
to God for the many freedoms 
that we enjoy in our country. 
America is truly a blessed na-
tion. As such, we should all give 
constant thanks and praise to 

God for the greatness that HE 
has bestowed upon our blessed 
nation. We are mighty and we 
are free. 

Of course, not all nations can 
say this. And sometimes, I won-
der about the erosion of some 
of our freedoms in this country. 
In many ways, it seems that we 
see some of our freedoms and 
privileges slipping away right 
before our very eyes. As U.S. 
citizens, we are guaranteed 
certain rights and privileges by 
our Constitution (the most im-
portant of which are specifically 
outlined in The Bill of Rights). 
To say that our Constitution is 
a “work in progress” or imply 
that our rights and privileges 
can be taken away based upon 
a certain political leader’s aspi-
rations or beliefs is a complete 

180 degree turn from the direc-
tion that our Founding Fathers 
intended for our nation to fol-
low. That type of political phi-
losophy goes directly back to 
the tyrannic King from which 
our founding fathers were flee-
ing when they founded our 
great nation.   

We are the United States of 
America. We are proud. And 
again, we are mighty and free!

I hope that you and your 
families have a very happy, safe 
and fun Fourth of July! Most im-
portantly, let’s come together 
on July 4th to celebrate what 
makes our nation great! 

Randy Brown is Executive Vice 
President of Specht Newspapers, Inc. 

and publisher of the Minden Press-
Herald.

My Father, Roy Earnest Hud-
son, a native of Bethany, Illinois, 
an only child, born in 1895,  the 
son of George Washington Mc-
Clellan Hudson, a circuit riding 
minister who met and married 
my namesake, Sarah Alice Ritz, 
while on a revival in Licking, 
Missouri.

What a treasure trove of infor-
mation in the first paragraph!

I knew so little about our 
daddy because he was so sick 
during   my childhood up until 
he died, from congestive heart 
failure, at home in bed in what 
was then called the front room 
on March 19, 1958.

Also he was afflicted with 
chronic appendicitis for years.

I felt rootless and drawn to 
delve into the old family trunk 
because I sensed that there was 
much to be learned about our 
genetic lineage. I was very pro-
ductive after the age of thirty, in 
1978, while I located living long 
lost relatives with the aid of di-
rectory assistance and our old 
family trunk which was full of 
old family pictures, letters and 

other memorabilia.
Each call turned up a clue 

leading me to another line of 
our family, including the Morris 
line on my maternal side of the 
family tracing me back to the 
Governor Lewis Morris, an an-

cestor from 
Monmouth 
C o u n t y , 
New Jersey, 
tracing me 
back four-
teen gen-
e r a t i o n s 
to Mon-
m o u t h -
s h i r e , 
Wales.

W i t h 
each con-

nection I was enriched because 
I have connected to more living 
long lost relatives than anyone I 
know.

But now I know that our 
greatest legacy came from what 
my daddy gave to my sister, Al-
ice, and myself just days before 
he died.

He chose to speak separately 

to us because he knew that what 
he was telling us would lead us 
to a brighter day. His last words 
to my sister, Alice, and myself, 
just days before he died, gave us 
a foundation and the security 
that we needed to face years of 
suffering when we went to an 
orphanage after he died.

Our minister, Wayne Earnest, 
visited with our father at least 
once a week up until he died. 
Their conversations continue to 
play such an important part in 
our future.

Even though I knew little 
about my father until I began a 
family tree tracing jaunt at the 
age of thirty in 1978, I know he 
gave me what money cannot 
buy.

Shortly before he died he told 
us that he wanted us to become 
Christians just as soon as we 
were old enough to know what 
we were doing. Neither one of 
us told the other about his final 
request until years later even 
though we both heeded his ad-
vice.

Having the courage to step out 

and be baptized as a shy under-
sized girl of fourteen I needed 
all of the courage I could muster 
going into the cruel abuse that 
we would suffer in this church 
run orphanage.

I never questioned my faith 
because I knew that “all things 
work together for good to them 
that love the Lord.”

Though I cried myself to sleep 
every nights for months on end 
I sensed that pain was a shap-
ing device that God was using 
to bring me out stronger to a 
brighter day!

If I could live my life over and 
avoid the pain but lose the joy 
I feel today I would not change 
anything in my life. It’s what we 
go through that makes us stron-
ger.

The lines from Steel Magno-
lias are so true: “what doesn’t 
kill you makes you stronger” 
but being human we try to avoid 
pain. It is only natural.

Contact Sarah at sarahp9957@aol.
com
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HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL

LDWF says leave fawns alone
BLACK BAYOU – 

Fishing in general has 
been good for bream, 
crappie and bass espe-
cially fishing around the 
trees and brush. Contact 
Honey Hole Tackle Shop 
323-8707 for latest in-
formation.

BUSSEY BRAKE –
Big bass in the 8-9 pound 
range with an occasional 
10 pound or better be-
ing caught flipping soft 
plastics or spinner baits 
around the brush. Crap-
pie are scattered and 
fair while some bream 
are still around shallow 
bedding areas. For lat-
est information, contact 
the Honey Hole at 323-
8707. 

OUACHITA RIV-
ER – Water levels are 
lower and fishing is 
good. Bass are best fish-
ing shad imitations in 
the cuts while crappie 
are best fishing shiners 
or jigs in the river lakes. 
Bream are fair to good. 
For latest information, 
contact the Honey Hole 
Tackle Shop at 323-
8707.

LAKE D’AR-
BONNE – Bass fish-
ing has been good 
early mornings fishing 
topwater lures around 
the grass. Later in the 
day, look for them in 
deeper water where 
crank baits and spinners 
are working best. Crap-
pie are on the edge of the 
flats near the channels 
and shiners and jigs are 
picking up some good 
fish. Bream are on the 
beds and hitting worms 
and crickets. Catfish con-
tinue to be caught fishing 
cold worms and night 
crawlers off the banks. 
For latest information, 
call Anderson Sport 
Center at 368-9669 or 
Honey Hole Tackle Shop 
at 323-8707.

LAKE CLAI-
BORNE – Night fishing 
has been best for crappie 
fishing shiners under the 
lights around the piers 
and boat houses. Bass 
fishing has been fair to 
good fishing soft plastics 
or spinners around the 
piers. Some stripers are 
beginning to show up 
in the coves and hitting 
shad imitation lures. 
Bream are fair to good 
around spawning areas. 
No report on catfish. For 
latest information, call 
Kel’s Cove at 927-2264 
or Terzia Tackle at 278-
4498.

CANEY LAKE – 
Bass fishing has been 
best at night with Caro-
lina rigs and deep diving 
crank baits along with 
soft plastics picking up 
some good fish. Crappie 
are fair around the deep 
brush on shiners or jigs. 
The bream bite is slow-
ing as the spawn is about 
over and they’ve moving 
from the shallow spawn-
ing areas. No report on 
catfish. For informa-
tion contact Caney Lake 
Landing at 259-6649, 
Hooks Marina at 249-
2347, Terzia Tackle at 
278-4498 or the Honey 
Hole Tackle Shop at 323-
8707.

LAKE POVERTY 
POINT – Catfish and 
bream are biting. Bass 
and crappie slow to fair.  
For latest reports, call 
Poverty Point Marina at 
318/878-0101. For in-
formation, call Surplus 
City Landing at 318/467-
2259.

LAKE YUCATAN 
—The water is on a slow 
fall with a slight rise 
coming and fishing is 
good for barfish, bream, 
bass, catfish and crap-
pie. For information, call 
Surplus City Landing at 
318/467-2259.

GLYNN HARRIS

Kay and I were driving 
home after a special Fa-
ther’s Day lunch in town, 
and as I glanced toward 
the pasture across the road 
from our home, something 
caught my eye. It was a tiny 
fawn standing within a few 
yards of the pasture fence.

I stopped, lowered the 
window and snapped a 
few photos of the little fel-
low before it wandered off 
across the pasture. I posted 
a snapshot of the little deer 
on Facebook and within an 
hour, there were responses 
from others around the 
region who had also seen 
newborn fawns.

“We saw one about 20 
minutes ago less than a 
few hours old”…”I saw one 
outside of Tullos in Winn 
Parish last Wednesday.”…
.”One was in my yard.”…
”My husband saw two to-
day here in the woods.”

What does this all 
mean? You don’t have to be 
a wildlife biologist to real-
ize that this is the time of 
year when fawns are being 
born in our area.

Every year about this 
time, I receive a press re-
lease from the Louisiana 
Department of Wildlife 
and Fisheries (LDWF) re-
minding people who en-
counter what appear to 
be abandoned young deer 
alone in the outdoors, that 
those fawns should be left 
undisturbed.

Here’s how the press 
release reads…”Every year 
the department receives 
calls from concerned citi-
zens who have found what 
they consider to be “aban-
doned” fawns. Well inten-
tioned, concerned citizens 
sometimes bring fawns 
home and then call the de-
partment to retrieve and 
raise them.

“LDWF is alerting the 
public that it is against the 
law to capture young deer 
or any other wild animal. 
If caught transporting or 

possessing wild deer with-
out a permit, well meaning 
individuals may be subject 
to citations and fines.

“Picking up fawns se-
riously diminishes their 
chance to live a normal and 
healthy life. When a fawn is 
born, it is weak, awkward 
and unable to move well 
enough to feed and escape 
predators. However, the 
newborn fawn has a coat 
of light brown hair liber-
ally covered with white 
spots that provides excel-
lent camouflage against 
predators. The mother doe 
will remain in the area to 
feed and nurture the fawn. 
When the young deer gets 
older and stronger it will be 
able to forage for food with 
its mother.

“When encountering 
fawns in the wild, simply 

leave them untouched and 
depart quietly from the 
area. This action will pro-
vide the young deer its best 
chance to survive in the 
wild and prevent a possible 
citation for a well-inten-
tioned outdoorsman.

“There have been 
too many cases of kind-
hearted folks picking up 
what they believe to be an 
abandoned fawn and with 
the idea of keeping it as a 
cute little pet. There have 
been numerous reports of 
that sweet little creature 
becoming aggressive and 
dangerous once it reaches 
maturity.

“If it is confirmed that 
the mother has in fact died, 
such as seeing a fawn next 
to a road-killed doe, what 
you should do is call the 
LDWF and report what you 

find. There are facilities 
that are licensed to take in 
such baby animals.”

If you should chance 
to walk up on one in the 
weeds or next to a log, 
snap a photo if you would 
like and back away slowly. 
The doe is likely peaking 
through the brush some-
where nearby and is prob-
ably watching you to see 
if you are a threat to her 
baby. Once things settle 
down and you leave, she’ll 
return and the little one 
will follow her away.

t’s tempting I know to 
have compassion on what 
seems to be a helpless little 
baby deer and rescue it 
from harm when in fact, 
this is Mother Nature’s way 
of taking care of the situa-
tion.  Mother doesn’t need 
your help. 

Fishing Report

OUTDOORS

Minden coach pleased 
with team’s progress

COURTESY PHOTO
Baby fawns are being born this time of year. Best advice is to take a photo if you like and move away. The 
mother will be along shortly.

VALLETTE WEAVER/SPECIAL TO THE PRESS-HERALD
Minden’s Cameron Mitchell catches a pass during a 7-on-7 game against Haynesville  
last week at Lakeside.

RUSSELL HEDGES
Minden Press-Herald

About a month into 
summer offseason work-
outs, Minden Head Coach 
Spencer Heard is pleased 
with the progress his team 
is making.

In addition to regu-
lar practices three days a 
week, weightlifting and 
speed work, the Crimson 
Tide have been playing 
7-on-7 games each Thurs-
day against Airline and 
Lakeside. 

The first games were 
June 15 at Airline. Last 
week, Haynesville joined 
the three teams at Lake-
side. The next games are 
set for Thursday at 10 a.m. 
at Minden.

While the games are 
certainly competitive, the 
outcome isn’t what’s im-
portant. Developing skills 
that will help win games 

in the fall is the main pur-
pose.

Of course, 7-on-7 is all 
passing so it mainly helps 
develop timing between 
quarterbacks and receiv-
ers. Defensive backs also 
hone coverage techniques.

“It’s been good,” Heard 
said. “I feel like we’re get-
ting good work. I think it’s 
really good especially for 
our defensive backs be-
cause they have to try to 
cover for such an extended 
period of time. There’s 
definitely been some prog-
ress in that area.”

Minden has a new 
starting quarterback in ris-
ing junior Hudson Brown, 
son of Minden head boys 
basketball coach Jacob 
Brown, himself a former 
Tide quarterback.

“We’ve got a young 
quarterback,” Heard said. 
“He’s getting a lot of looks, 
different schematic looks, 

but also just getting used 
to our scheme in terms of 
knowing where guys are 
and kind of getting com-
fortable with the receivers.

“It’s good to get Hud-
son those reps. He’s show-
ing he’s got the ability for 
sure.”

Rising senior Jakobe 
Jackson, one of the area’s 
best athletes, was the 
starting quarterback last 
year and will likely see 
some action at the position 
again.

But Jackson will main-
ly be used as a slot receiver 
and safety.

“He’s definitely our 
most explosive player,” 
Heard said.

Heard said he couldn’t 
pinpoint just one receiver 
or defensive back who’s 
stood out.

“I think they’re all just 
working hard,” he said.

The 7-on-7 games are 

especially beneficial to the 
young players.

“One of the things we 
try to do too with the 7-on-
7 stuff is just have a lot of 
guys get reps,” Heard said. 
“Young guys, just kind of 
throw them out there and 
see what they can do

“Some of the young 
ones get out there and they 
do some positive things 
but then they get beat and 
make mistakes but that’s 
how they learn. I definitely 
saw a progression from 
the first 7-on-7 to the sec-
ond one. Hopefully it just 
keeps getting better as the 
summer wears on.”

Minden is playing in a 
7-on-7 tournament in El 
Dorado, Ark., on July 12.

The official start of fall 
practice for teams that had 
spring practice is Aug. 7. 
The Crimson Tide opens 
the season Sept. 2 at Park-
way.

New Glenbrook 
coach hits the 

ground running 
RUSSELL HEDGES
Minden Press-Herald

New Glenbrook Head 
Coach Reagan Smith has 
been guiding his team 
through summer workouts 
for about four weeks now. 
He said things have gone 
smoothly so far.

“It’s just a really good 
fit,” he said late last week. 
“The kids are very coach-
able. They’re used to win-
ning. They’re learning my 
way of working out. And it 
just seems to be going really 
positively.”

Smith was officially 
named head coach on May 
11. The Apaches started 
summer workouts on June 
1.

This is Smith’s first 
head coaching job after a 
highly successful career 
as an assistant with stints 
at North Caddo, Parkway, 
Logansport, Evangel Chris-
tian and West Monroe.

He spent the last four 
seasons helping North Cad-
do enjoy unprecedented 
success.

“I felt like I needed a 
new challenge,” he said. 
“When I stepped back and 
analyzed what all had oc-
curred in my career I felt 
like I needed to try it. I 
needed to kind of expand 
on what I had already done. 
And I didn’t know what 
that would look like. So far 
I feel really good about it.”

Glenbrook hasn’t played 
7-on-7 games against out-
side competition. But the 
Apaches have competed 
against each other.

“We probably won’t 
participate in any tourna-
ments,” Smith said. “But we 
have done a little bit with 
each other and it has been 
really positive. It’s good or 
better than I expected.”

Besides regular work-
outs, weight training has 

been at the forefront.
A former offensive line 

coach, weight training is 
something that’s especially 
important to Smith, who is 
an expert in the area.

“That’s my thing,” he 
said. “I’m a big weight room 
guy. But not in a traditional 
sense. I try to track like 
what is the latest and great-
est in basically strength 
technology. And so we try 
to implement things that 
give us an edge in that re-
spect.”

Smith said about 50 
players in grades 7-12 have 
been participating in work-
outs this month.

The Apaches are com-
ing off a 12-1 season that 
ended with a 28-27 loss to 
eventual champion Ouachi-
ta Christian in the quarter-
finals of the select Division 
IV playoffs.

Many of the key players 
from that team are gone.

“The good news is we 
return more lineman, 
more functional, capable 
linemen, than I can re-
member almost anywhere 
I’ve been,” Smith said. “So 
there are tons of linemen 
and there are still a handful 
of athletes. So I think that 
that’s really positive. I think 
that that’s really something 
that was a pleasant sur-
prise.”

One player Smith is es-
pecially high on is rising 
senior Landry Powell, who 
is also an outstanding base-
ball player.

Smith said Powell will 
be playing linebacker and 
could line up just about 
anywhere on offense.

“He’s a college level 
player,” Smith said. “On 
offense he can play all of 
them, like literally he can 
play quarterback, running 
back, receiver. He has the 
potential to be a really 
good receiver.”

VALLETTE WEAVER/SPECIAL TO THE PRESS-HERALD
Minden’s Kaiden Shine celebrates a score during a 
7-on-7 game last week at Lakeside.
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GOOD NEWS

There have been many 
days when “we could not 
see clearly”, but forward we 
dared to march. Since the 
Pilgrims’ feet first touched 
the Plymouth Rock, the sym-
phonic sound of freedom 
rang forth clear and loud. 
And on through each gen-
eration, as they climbed the 
Appalachians, forded the 
Allegheny and Ohio Rivers, 
fought off the frontier at-
tacks of the French and In-
dians, those pioneers were 
whistling “let freedom ring 
throughout this land”.

Once ‘freedom’ was 
poured into the Mississippi, 
and once the westward wind 
caught the melody strong, it 
was being sung all the way 
to New Orleans and the Pa-
cific shores. Every where 
Americans placed their feet 
on new soil, Ole Glory was 
raised and freedom rang out 
loud and clear for all.  

Never before in the history 
of the world’s governments 
has there been a country 
born with such ideals for her 
citizens as we have enjoyed 
through the years. History 

reveals the “freedom affect” 
like that of peeling onions-
-as one generation is peeled, 
behold the next one reveals 
layers of new horizons, op-
portunities, and new tones 
of freedom. And so each 
year, we 
focus on 
the great 
privileges 
of living 
in this 
w o n d e r -
ful nation, 
c e l eb rat-
ing our 
n a t i o n ’ s 
birthday. 
Independence Day!

Imagine taking a trip 
abroad for a week or so. 
Plant your feet on some-
one else’s soil and test the 
freedom waters beyond 
our borders. Soon, it will 
be obvious what we boast 
about. Many Hollywood ac-
tors who are so dissatisfied 
with everything that is “so 
wrong with America”, should 
know better since many are 
world travelers. They boast 
and threaten about “leaving 

this country if this or that 
happens, etc”.  Now where 
would they like to settle? 
Myanmar?  China? Afghani-
stan? Iran?  Well, very few (if 
any) have followed through 
with their threats. But there 
surely is room for all of them 
in one of these “freedom lov-
ing countries”. Think of how 
many of these entertain-
ers can have their “dream 
come true” living as they do! 
In their hearts, they know 
where their “bread is but-
tered”. 

 Oh, but that has been just 
the opposite of my limited 
travel experiences. Brazil, 
Belize,  Germany, The Czech 
Republic, Mexico, Cayman 
Islands and Nicaragua all 
have their enticements, their 
wealth of history all around 
to enjoy.  Yet, at the end of the 
day, when one lies down to 
private thoughts, guess what 
thoughts come to mind? It is 
so true, “there’s no place like 
home”. Even if we don’t like 
the taxes, fuel cost, speed 
limit, or how someone 
talks—we still know there is 
a freedom here that millions 

have braved all sorts of dan-
gers to “taste America and 
pledge allegiance” to Ole 
Glory.

Many still believe our 
young men and women are 
standing firm around the 
world, defending our rights 
and privileges. They also 
defend these rights of those 
who openly demonstrate 
against them. Yes, freedom 
comes with a cost. We all pay 
for it. Some more than oth-
ers! Some skip paying their 
dues, yet the total debt must 
be paid. In full!

Spiritual freedom, too, is 
very costly. But this price 
was paid in full by Jesus 
himself. “If you have been 
set free by the Son, then you 
are truly free.” Yes, true free-
dom is all wrapped up in 
the nail-scared hands of our 
Lord. This is the best kind 
of freedom we can pursue. 
When the heart is liberated, 
the soul set free from sin, the 
person can face the chal-
lenges of each day (free or in 
bondage), knowing the Holy 
Spirit will direct one’s path-
way to Almighty God who 

has made eternal promises 
to His Children. 

Today, with national elec-
tions in the distance, we may 
faintly hear the freedom 
bells ringing. Many things 
are trying to stifle the sound, 
many just do not care.  Can 
there be one American who 
can honestly say, “we are not 
truly blessed”? I think not! 
Even the poorest of the poor 
would be considered one of 
means in most other coun-
tries. It is all because of the 
American dream, the free-
dom sounds of the flag as it 
waves over the land of the 
free and home of the brave. 
May that ever be true! May 
this truly be a day to cel-
ebrate our Independence….
and our great dependence 
on Christ the Prince of Peace! 
Though peace may never 
come to earth in a physical 
manner, peace has a way of 
seeping through and invad-
ing our hearts because of the 
love of our Lord. 

Bill Crider is Chaplain of Minden 
Medical Center

Bill Crider

O Say Can You See….O Can You Hear….O Can You Feel…Freedom Ringing?

“(for the fruit of the Light consists in 
all goodness and righteous-
ness and truth),” Ephesians 
5:9  NASB 

  

Being a child of Light, the 
believer in Christ produces 
fruit that is consistent with 
the Light.  This fruit grows as 
the believer walks each day 
in Christ, living a lifestyle 
that is pleasing and honor-
ing the Lord.  Goodness is living by lov-
ing as Christ loved, actively showing 
kindness and sharing His mercy, grace, 
and love.  Righteousness is living in 

holiness and in right standing in God’s 
sight by doing what is right.  
Truth is living by the standard 
of God’s Word, the Bible, by 
obeying the will of God.

 

Lord Jesus, may my life, ev-
ery thought, word, and action, 
shine forth reflecting Your light, 
producing a character and life 
filled with goodness, righteous-
ness, and truth.

Max Hutto is a Baptist Minister and a resi-
dent of Minden.  More information can be found 

at www.upwardlook.org.

THE UPWARD LOOK

Max Hutto

Growing Fruit

Good News
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INSPIRATION

Let’s talk about something difficult to 

find at times and hard to maintain. This 

item is not tangible,  visible, or available 

for purchase. This item is some-

thing much deeper than the ev-

eryday ordinary  mundane. We 

can’t overemphasize its impor-

tance because it helps maintain 

our relationship with God!  The 

item I’m speaking of with such 

pomp is faith. During a conver-

sation with his disciples, Jesus 

said in Mark 11:22-24 NIV “Have faith in 

God,” Jesus answered. “Truly I tell you, if 

anyone says to this  mountain, ‘Go, throw 

yourself into the sea,’ and does not doubt 

in their heart but believes that what  they 

say will happen, it will be done for them. 

Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask 

for in prayer,  believe that you 

have received it, and it will be 

yours.” The world we currently 

live in is burdened with  many 

issues especially as of late and 

that’s exactly why God gives 

us faith! I’m here to encourage  

everyone to have faith over fear 

and leave all their burdens in 

the hands of God. 

Bernard Harris III is a Haughton firemAN AND A 

LOCAL RESIDENT OF MINDEN

Bernard Harris

Faith



10 WEDNESDAY, MAY 24, 2023                                                                                                                                                  BOSSIER PRESS-TRIBUNE | WWW.BOSSIERPRESS.COM                                                                                                                                           

MINDEN PRESS-HERALD | MINDEN, LA                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     WEDNESDAY, JUNE 28, 2023 | 7

� Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

� Free Pickup & Towing.

� Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (888) 651-6230 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

1. Contact Us

Call (888) 651-6230

2. Schedule Pickup

We’ll pick up your vehicle 
for FREE -  at a time and 

place convenient for you.

3. Receive Top 
Tax Deduction

You may qualify for 
a tax deduction.

How it Works:

Donate Your Vehicle Today

888-651-6230
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (888) 651-6230.

Fun &
          Games



Classifieds
PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!
classifieds@press-herald.com

Classified line ads are published Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday in the Minden Press-Herald, Bossier Press-Tribune and online at www.press.herald.com

Classified
Rates
Pricing is easy!

$7.75
Per Day - Up to 20 words! 

Aditional words are only 30 
cents more!

Garage Sales
No word limit.

$11
One Day

$16.50
Two Days

Receive a FREE Garage 
Sale Kit with your two day 

ad!

* Garage Sale ads must be 
prepaid.

Deadlines

Ads
Line ads and display ads must 

be submitted by noon two 
days before publication. 

Public Notices
Public notices must be sub-

mitted two days prior to 
publication date depending 

on the length. Notices may be 
emailed to classifieds@press-

herald.com

Payments
Cash Checks, Billing

Real Estate Notice
“All real estate advertised 
here is subject to the Fed-

eral Fair Housing Act, which 
makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 

familial status, or national 
origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limita-
tion, or discrimination. We 
will not knowlingly accept 

any advertising for real estate, 
which is in violation of th 

elaw. All persons are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 

advertised are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

Grow
Your

Business
Call to place your ad!

PLACE
YOUR

AD
TODAY!
377-1866

Continued on Next Page....

June 5, 2023

ADVERTISEMENT 
FOR BIDS

WEBSTER PARISH 
POLICE JURY

CULLEN SENIOR 
CENTER 

RENOVATIONS

The proposals must 
be in the hands of 
the undersigned 
no later than 9:00 
a.m., Wednesday, 
July 5, 2023- in the 
Courthouse House 
Annex meeting room 
of the Webster Par-
ish Police Jury, 401 
Main Street, Minden, 
Louisiana 71055. The 
bid forms and speci-
fication sheets are 
available at no charge 
in the office of the 
Secretary–Treasurer, 
Webster Parish Policy 
Jury.  Successful bids 
will be approved at 
the Regular Meeting, 
Webster Parish Police 
Jury on July 5, 2023.

The Webster Parish 
Police Jury is a tax-
exempt governmental 
agency.

The Webster Parish 
Police Jury abides by 
the requirements of 
the Louisiana Bid Law.

ALL BIDS SUBMIT-
TED MUST BE 
CLEARLY MARKED.  

Webster Parish Police 
Jury

_______/s/________
Lisa Balkom
Secretary-Treasurer

June 7, 2023
June 14, 2023
June 21, 2023
June 28, 2023
Minden Press-Herald

PUBLIC NOTICE
Minden Planning 

Commission Meeting
July 6, 2023 – 

10:00 a.m.
Pelican Room - 
Minden City Hall

On the agenda is a 
request from Thomas 
Jerry McFarland for 
preliminary approval 
of a lot split on prop-
erty owned him at the 
corner of Country Club 
Circle and Lewisville 
Road.

Legal Description: 
TRACT A:
A 0.17 acre, more 
or less, tract of 
land located in the 
Northeast Quarter of 
the Northwest Quarter 
(NE/4 of NW/4), 
Section Township 19 
North, Range 9 West, 
Northwestern Land 
District, Louisiana 
Meridian West, Min-
den, Webster Parish, 
Louisiana, more
Particularly described 
as follows:
Begin at the North-
west Corner of the 
Northeast Quarter 
of the Northwest 
Quarter, said Section 
15, and run South 00 
degrees 59 minutes 
00 seconds West for a 
distance of 60.00 feet 
to a found 5/8 inch 
iron rod; thence run 
East for a distance of 
139.68 feet to a set 
1/2 inch iron rod, for 
the Point of Beginning; 
thence continue East 
for a distance of 49.16 
feet to a found 5/8 
inch iron rod; thence 
run South 14 degrees 
51 minutes 43 sec-
onds West for a dis-
tance of 159.43 feet to 
a found 3/4 inch iron 
rod; thence run North 
87 degrees 31 min-
utes 35 seconds West 
for a distance of 45.50 
feet to a set 1/2 inch 
iron rod; thence run 
North 13 degrees 59 
minutes 52 seconds 
East for a distance 
of 156.27 feet to the 
Point of Beginning.
Tract B:
A 1.10 acre, more 
or less, tract of 
land located in the 
Northeast Quarter of 
the Northwest Quarter 
(NE/4 of NW/4), Sec-
tion 15, Township, 19 
North, Range 9 West, 
Northwestern Land 
District, Louisiana 
Meridian West, 
Minden, Webster Par-
ish, Louisiana, more 
particularly described 
as follows:
Begin at the North-
west Corner of the 
Northeast Quarter 
of the Northwest 
Quarter, said Section 
15, and run South 00 
degrees 59 minutes 
00 seconds West for 
a distance of 504.75 
feet to a set 1/2 inch 
iron rod, for the Point 
of Beginning; thence 
run South
83 degrees 41 
minutes 33 seconds 
East for a distance of 
384.93 feet to a found 
1/2 inch iron pipe 
located on the West 
right of way of Lewis-
ville Road; thence run 
South 26 degrees 37 
minutes 00 seconds 
West for a distance 
of 124.25 feet along 
said right of way, to a 
set 1/2 inch iron rod; 
_thence run West for 
a distance of 330.00 
feet to a found 1 inch 
iron rod; thence run 
North 00 degrees 59 
minutes 00 seconds 
East for a distance 
of 153.05 feet to the 
Point of Beginning.
Tract C:
A 1.37 acre, more 
or less, tract of 
land located in the 
Northeast Quarter of 
the Northwest Quarter 
(NE/4 of NW/4), Sec-
tion 15, Township 19 
North, Range 9 West, 

Northwestern Land 
District, Louisiana 
Meridian West, 
Minden, Webster Par-
ish, Louisiana, more 
particularly described 
as follows:
Begin at the North-
west Corner of the 
Northeast Quarter 
of the Northwest 
Quarter, said Section 
15, and run South 00 
degrees 59 minutes 
00 seconds West for a 
distance of 60.00 feet 
to a found 5/8 inch 
iron rod, for the Point 
of Beginning; thence 
run East for a distance 
of 139.68 feet to a 
set 1/2 inch iron rod; 
thence run South 13 
degrees 59 minutes 
52 seconds West for 
a distance of 156.27 
feet to a set 1/2 inch 
iron rod; thence run 
South 87 degrees 31 
minutes 35 seconds 
East for a distance of 
45.50 feet to a found 
3/4 inch iron rod; 
thence run South 14 
degrees 51 minutes 
43 seconds West for a 
distance of 78.51 feet 
to a found 5/8 inch 
iron rod; thence run 
South 00 degrees 28 
minutes 59 seconds 
East for a distance of 
229.49 feet to a found 
5/8 inch iron rod; 
thence run North 83 
degrees 41 minutes 
33 seconds West for 
a distance of 137.75 
feet to a set 1/2 inch 
iron rod; thence run 
North 00 degrees 59 
minutes 00 seconds 
East for a distance 
of 444.75 feet to the 
Point of Beginning.

All interested parties 
will be given a chance 
to be heard. 	
	
June 14, 2023
June 21, 2023
June 28, 2023
Minden Press-Herald

SHERIFF’S SALE 

PENNYMAC LOAN 
SERVICES, LLC
VS.
PAMELA LYNN 
CECCARELLI

In the Twenty-Sixth 
Judicial District 
Court of Webster 
Parish, Louisiana, 
No. 80719

   By virtue of a 
WRIT OF SEIZURE 
AND SALE issued 
out of the Twenty-
Sixth Judicial District 
Court of Webster 
Parish, Louisiana, 
in the above styled 
and numbered suit 
and to me directed, 
I have seized and 
taken into my pos-
session and will of-
fer for sale at public 
auction to the last 
and highest bidder 
for cash WITH-
OUT the benefit of 
appraisement and 
according to law at 
the principal front 
door of the Court-
house in the City of 
Minden, Webster 
Parish, Louisiana 
on WEDNESDAY, 
August 2, 2023, 
During the legal sale 
hours, the following 
property, to wit:

BEGINNING AT 
THE Southeast 
Corner of that part of 
the Northeast Quar-
ter of the Southeast 
Quarter of Section 
10, Township 23 
North, Range 11 
West Webster Par-
ish, Louisiana, lying 
West of the Minden-
Lewisville Road for 
the point of begin-
ning of the lot herein 
described, thence 
run West 70 yards; 
thence run North 
70 yards; thence 
run East 70 yards; 
thence run South 70 
yards to the point of 
beginning, contain-
ing one (1) acre, 
more or less; subject 
to restrictions, servi-
tudes, rights-of-way 
and outstanding 
mineral rights of 
record affecting the 
property.

SOLD SUBJECT 
TO ANY SUPERIOR 
LIENS, MORTGAG-
ES OR PRIVILEG-
ES THERETO. 
     Said property 
seized is that of the 
defendant and will 
be sold to satisfy a 
judgment rendered 
in our Honorable 
Court. 

JASON R. PARKER 
Sheriff & Ex-Officio 

Auctioneer
Webster Parish, 

Louisiana 

Linda Vaughan - 
Deputy

June 28, 2023
July 26, 2023
Minden Press-Herald

PUBLIC NOTICE

The 2022-2023 budget 
of the Webster Parish 
Sheriff’s Office WPJ 
Construction Fund 
has been amended as 
follows:
Revenue $0.00
Expenses $0.00

June 28, 2023
Minden Press-Herald

Town of Cotton 
Valley Monthly 

Meeting
Meeting Date: June 

13, 2023

Meeting was called to 

order by Mayor Ashley 
Williams Jones

Invocation and Pledge 
was led by Alderman 
Reggie Shaw and in 
unison.

Roll call by municipal 
clerk, Tiffany Parish
1.  Alderman R. Shaw 
– present
2.  Alderman J. 
Carter – present
3.  Alderman E. Par-
ish – present
4.  Alderman C. 
Lewis – present
5.  Alderman D. 
Hawkins – present
We have a quo-
rum (5) present (0) 
absent.

Motion to accept the 
June 2023 agenda. 
Motioned by Alderman 
R. Shaw and 2nd by 
Alderman J. Carter.  
Motion Passed.

Motion to accept May 
2023 meeting minutes, 
motioned by Alderman 
J. Carter and 2nd by 
Alderman R. Shaw.  
Motion Passed.

Motion to pay June 
2023 bills, motioned 
by Alderman E. Parish 
and 2nd by Alderman 
R. Shaw.  Motion 
Passed.

Committee Report:  
District meeting will 
be in Haughton on 
June 26th at 6:00 p.m.  
Amy will be attending 
a Grant writing class 
next week.

Mayor’s Report:  Do-
ing a lot with ditches 
and getting grass cut.  
Got new utility truck, 
working on logos to 
put on truck and all the 
equipment.  Streetlight 
by C. Cox Park needs 
to be replaced.   

Citizens’ input on the 
current agenda mat-
ters only. None

Old Business 
1.  Resolution to ap-
prove updated traffic 
ticket pricing.  Motion 
by Alderman R. Shaw 
and 2nd by Alderman 
D. Hawkins.  Motion 
Passed.

New Business
1.  Emergency evacu-
ation plan.  Board will 
use resources to draw 
up plan for the Town.
2.  Water/Sewer cutoff 
procedures/Alderman 
Delvin Hawkins.  Dis-
cussion was held on 
how the cutoff proce-
dures are put in place.  
The board agreed with 
the procedures. 
3.  Police Department 
Policies & Procedures.  
Spreadsheets were 
provided to the board 
on monthly expenses 
and monthly revenue 
for the police depart-
ment.  Alderman D. 
Hawkins presented 
the issue of the police 
cars running while 
unattended.  
4.  Police Report – 
Chief Donnie Dillard 
absents.    

Adjournment – Mo-
tion made by Alder-
man D. Hawkins and 
2nd by Alderman J. 
Carter.  The meeting 
was adjourned.

_________________
Ashley Jones Mayor

_________________
Tiffany Parish 
Municpal Clerk

June 28, 2023
Minden Press-Herald

SHERIFF’S SALE 

U.S. BANK TRUST 
NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATION, AS 
TRUSTEE OF 
CABANA SERIES V 
TRUST
VS.
JAMES H. CAR-
RELL

In the Twenty-Sixth 
Judicial District 
Court of Webster 
Parish, Louisiana, 
No. CV80685

   By virtue of a 
WRIT OF SEIZURE 
AND SALE issued 
out of the Twenty-
Sixth Judicial 
District Court of 
Webster Parish, 
Louisiana, in the 
above styled and 
numbered suit and 
to me directed, I 
have seized and 
taken into my 
possession and 
will offer for sale at 
public auction to 
the last and highest 
bidder for cash 
WITH the benefit of 
appraisement and 
according to law at 
the principal front 
door of the Court-
house in the City of 
Minden, Webster 
Parish, Louisiana 
on WEDNESDAY, 
July 5, 2023, 
During the legal 
sale hours, the 
following property, 
to wit:

Begin at the South-
east corner of the 
Southwest Quarter 
of the Southeast 
Quarter (SW/4 of 
SE/4), Section 16, 
Township 19 North, 
Range 9 West; 
Webster Parish, 
Louisiana, and run 
North 1320 feet to a 
railroad spoke in the 
Buddy Brown Road; 
thence run West 
525 feet; thence 
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run South 25 feet; 
thence run West 
106.84 feet to the 
point of beginnings; 
thence run South 0 
degrees 30 minutes 
43 seconds East 
245.16 feet to set 
5/8’ iron rod; thence 
run North 428.74 
feet; thence run 
East 667.8 feet to 
the point of begin-
ning, containing 
5.34 acres, more or 
less, together with 
all improvements 
located thereon and 
all rights thereto be-
longing, and being 
the same property 
shown and des-
ignated on plat of 
survey prepared by 
Paul W. Culpepper, 
Registered Land 
Surveyor, dated 
February 11, 1999 
and completely 
revised March 22, 
1999, a copy of 
same attached to 
Registry Number 
427515, records 
of Webster Parish, 
Louisiana, having a 
municipal address 
of 601 Buddy Brown 
Road, Minden, Loui-
siana 71055.

SOLD SUBJECT 
TO ANY SUPE-
RIOR LIENS, 
MORTGAGES 
OR PRIVILEGES 
THERETO. 
     Said property 
seized is that of the 
defendant and will 
be sold to satisfy a 
judgment rendered 
in our Honorable 
Court. 

JASON R. PARKER 
Sheriff & Ex-Officio 

Auctioneer
Webster Parish, 

Louisiana 

Linda Vaughan - 
Deputy

May 31, 2023
June 28, 2023
Minden Press-Herald

PUBLIC NOTICE

 The amended budget 
of the Webster Par-
ish Clerk of Court 
covering fiscal year 
2022/2023 has been 
adopted after a public 
hearing held on June 
14, 2023.  A sum-
mary of the budget 
is available for public 
inspection at the 
Webster Parish Clerk 
of Court during normal 
business hours.   This 
notice serves as 
certification that all 
statutory requirements 
have been met in 
accordance with RS 
39:1307.

June 28, 2023
Minden Press-Herald

PUBLIC NOTICE

 The budget of the 
Webster Parish Clerk 
of Court covering 
fiscal year 2023/2024 
has been adopted 
after a public hearing 
held on June 14, 
2023.  A summary of 
the budget is available 
for public inspection 
at the Webster Parish 
Clerk of Court during 
normal business 
hours.   This notice 
serves as certification 
that all statutory re-
quirements have been 
met in accordance 
with RS 39:1307.

June 28, 2023
Minden Press-Herald

FOR SALE
 TIMBERLAND 

SALE
141 acres (Bid 
Sale) Claiborne 

Parish, LA 
Call or Text 

318-927-5634 to 
request a Bid 
Prospectus. 

GARAGE/ESTATE 
SALES

GARAGE SALE! 
709 Cline Street. 

Saturday July 
1st from 7am - 
3pm. Furniture, 

household items, 
clothing, fish 
fryer, vacuum 

cleaner, and so 
much more. 



June 28, 2023
Minden Press-Herald

(318) 505-3318
• Painting
• Siding
• Backsplash

• Drywall
• Dump Trailer Rental

• Flooring

Any

Small J
obs EloySosa
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With all the weird and wacky things
to do in Louisiana, it’s pretty fair to
say the unusual is our usual.

Get your FREE pass and check in
at just eight of the offbeat offerings
on our list to win a prize.
((Of course, the prize will be unusual!)

SIGN UP FOR YOUR FREE PASS AT: Fun.LouisianaTravel.com

AN UNUSUAL OFFER FOR YOU.

SCAN ME!

June 28, 2023
Minden Press-Herald

Webster Printing 
Company is seeking a
full-time receptionist.
Computer knowledge 

a must.
Call 318-377-8518
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PROTECT YOUR HOME 365 DAYS A YEAR

TH

E NATION’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A RD1

1-833-628-7691

CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

uPVC Frame

Micromesh

Existing Gutter

Hanger

4

3

2

1

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285

BEFORE LeafFilter

AFTER LeafFilter

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS 

FOREVER

**Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms for 24 mo. apply to qualifying purchases of 
$1,000 or more with approved credit. Minimum monthly payments will not pay off  balance before end of promotional period. APR for new purchases is 28.99%. 
Eff ective - 01/01/2023 - subject to change. Call 1-800-431-5921 for complete details.2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor 
test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” *For those who qualify. One 
coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. Off er valid at time of estimate only. See Representative for full warranty details. Manufactured in 
Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMTMercer Group in Ohio. AR #0366920922, CA #1035795, CT #HIC.0649905, FL #CBC056678, IA #C127230, ID #RCE-51604, 
LA #559544, MA #176447, MD #MHIC148329, MI # 2102212986, #262000022, #262000403, #2106212946, MN #IR731804, MT #226192, ND 47304, NE #50145-22, NJ 
#13VH09953900, NM #408693, NV #0086990, NY #H-19114, H-52229, OR #218294, PA #PA069383, RI #GC-41354, TN #7656, UT #10783658-5501, VA #2705169445, 
WA #LEAFFNW822JZ, WV #WV056912.

APR FOR 
24 MONTHS**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+ + 01015% %%
OFF OFF



Your Ad |
Two Newspapers | 

Two Websites | 
All Business

Scan the QR Code
to get started

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Bossier Press-Tribune                                                            Where Local Business Gets Done.
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