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AMBER MCDOWN
Minden Press-Herald

The Webster Parish Fair 
Queen and Webster Par-
ish Fair Princess pageants 
were held on Saturday, 
September 23 to select 
which young ladies will 
represent the parish dur-
ing the upcoming Web-
ster Parish Fair: riding in 
the fair parade, handing 
out awards at the livestock 
show, calling bingo on 
senior citizens day, and 
serving in other capaci-
ties. The Fair Queen will 
be awarded a cash schol-
arship from the Webster 
Parish Fair Board and the 
Minden Civitans Club.

Six young women, all 
high school seniors, were 
chosen by their schools to 
compete in the Fair Queen 
pageant. The schools se-
lect their representatives 
based on academic excel-

lence, outstanding char-
acter, and service to their 
schools.

Kaylin Williams and 
Raegan Qualls-Davis rep-
resented Minden High 
School, Jordan Tanner 
and Rainie Hughes rep-
resented Lakeside High 
School, Madelyn White-
head represented Glen-
brook School, and Bree 
Lyons represented North 
Webster High School. 

Seniors have been cho-
sen to represent their 
schools in the Webster 
Parish Fair for the past 70 
years. While, in the begin-
ning, the Queen was cho-
sen randomly from the 
pool of girls the schools 
had selected, the selec-
tion process has evolved 
into a modern pageant 
with competitions in the 
categories of interview, 

WILL PHILLIPS
Minden Press-Herald

The Springhill Police 

Department and the 

Webster Parish Sheriff’s 

Office are looking for a 

missing person named 

Billy Robertson III. He 

is white, male, and was 

born November 1989. 

His family last heard 

from him on Au-

gust 22,2022. The 

family filed a miss-

ing person report 

with Springhill PD. 

He was placed in 

the NCIC Database 

as “Missing”. On 

January 3,2023 the fam-

ily filed a missing person 

report with Webster Par-

ish SO. Spring-

hill PD is still the 

lead agency. 

WPSO investi-

gators are work-

ing in conjunc-

tion with SPD 

on the investiga-

tion, following up on tips 

and conducting inter-

views. The public is en-

couraged to please come 

forward if they have any 

information regarding 

the disappearance of Bil-

ly Robertson III. Please 

contact the Webster Par-

ish Sheriff’s Office at 

(318) 377-1515.

MISSING PERSON

Local law enforcement in search for
 Webster Parish man

ROBERTSON

PUMPKIN PATCH

WILL PHILLIPS/PRESS-HERALD PHOTOS

With Halloween season just around the corner, it is time once again for the Minden First Methodist Church’s 
Annual Pumpkin Patch. The patch is officially open and will be until October 28. Those interested can pick 
out a pumpkin from Monday through Friday, 3 PM to 7 PM. Prices for the pumpkins are based on size, with 
the proceeds going toward funding the church’s mission trips. 

VOTING

AMBER MCDOWN
Minden Press-Herald

Early voting for the 
Gubernatorial Primary 
elections begins this Sat-
urday, September 30 and 
runs through Saturday, 
October 7. Election day 
is Saturday, October 14, 
2023.

Offices up for election 
include Governor, Lieu-
tenant Governor, Sec-
retary of State, Attorney 
General, Treasurer, BESE 
(District 4), Senators (Dis-
tricts 31, 33, and 36), As-
sessor, Police Jurors (Dis-
tricts 3, 5, 8, and 10), and 
Alderman of the Town of 
Cullen.

Early voting 
begins 
September 30

CROWNED

Kaylin Williams named 2023 
Webster Parish Fair Queen

AMBER MCDOWN/PRESS-HERALD PHOTO
Kaylin Williams was pronounced Webster Parish Fair 
Queen on September 23. Williams, her court, and 
many of the Fair Princesses will appear in the Web-
ster Parish Fair parade on October 3.

AMBER MCDOWN
Minden Press-Herald

Due to a weather de-
lay affecting the fair 

company that provides 
the rides, the Webster 
Parish Fair will not be-
gin until Wednesday, 
October 4, 2023. The 

downtown parade will 

still take place on Tues-

day, October 3 at 5 PM 

as scheduled.

FAIR

Webster Parish Fair Delayed

(Webster) - Please 
join your Webster Par-
ish Libraries – Spring-
hill Branch along with 
the Farm of Cultural 
Crossroads and the City 
of Springhill for a Little 
Free Library Community 
Paint Party. The party is 
scheduled for Saturday, 
September 30, 2023, from 
10:00 AM to 12:00 PM, at 
Springhill City Park.

The construction of Lit-
tle Free Libraries has be-
come creative, and many 
have upcycled their 
materials to make these 
eye-catching homes for 

books. From top to bot-
tom, your Little Free 
Library was designed, 
built, and prepped by 
Webster Parish Librar-
ies staff member, Kelly 
Gamble. “Kelly Gamble 
has been with WPL for 
over twenty-seven years 
and began working for 
the library system when 
he was only sixteen years 
old. Kelly maintains all 
seven of our library fa-
cilities across the parish 
with his excellent crafts-
manship and trade skill 
knowledge,” said Savan-
nah Jones, Director for 

Webster Parish Libraries. 
“Kelly is a huge asset to 
our library system as he 
works behind the scenes 
to keep our branches op-
erating. His experience 
and willingness to go 
above and beyond make 
him irreplaceable. We are 
thankful for Kelly and his 
constant contributions to 
our library system.”

Borrowing a book can 
spark interactions and 
create a sense of cama-
raderie, strengthening 
community bonds and 
enhancing the overall 
well-being of neighbor-

hoods, so finding the 
perfect location was key. 
“I thought the Springhill 
City Park was the best lo-
cation to place the new 
Little Free Library be-
cause the park is located 
in the heart of Springhill, 
and it serves as a perfect, 
centralized location. The 
Little Free Library pro-
vides the community 
with 24/7 access to litera-
ture by allowing visitors 
to take a book and leave 
a book,” said Renee Mc-
Cluskey, Branch Man-
ager for Webster Parish 
Libraries – Springhill 

Branch. 
Little Free Libraries 

have transcended their 
physical form to become 
symbols of generos-
ity, connection, and the 
enduring power of lit-
erature. In a time when 
technology can some-
times isolate us, these 
small structures remind 
us of the joy that can be 
found in sharing stories 
and fostering community 
bonds. “Cultural Cross-
roads is thrilled to again 
work with our library sys-

Little Free Library community paint party September 30

The Patch is Back!

Lions Club fundraiser a 
roaring success

FUNDRAISER

AMBER MCDOWN/PRESS-HERALD PHOTO
The much anticipated Minden Lions Club’s semi-an-
nual Chicken Charbroil fundraiser was a big success, 
selling out of the $10 lunch plates by 12:30 PM on 
Saturday, September 23. 
Proceeds from the fundraiser help the Lions Club with 
their many service-related activities.

WPL

See, LIBRARY, Page 3

See, PAGEANT, Page 3
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Cora Lou Robinson presented with Women in Arts 
Recognition Award

WILL PHILLIPS
Minden Press-Herald

On Sunday, a reception 
was held in honor of Cora 
Lou Robinson, celebrat-
ing her being given the 
Women in the Arts Recog-
nition Award by the Na-
tional Society Daughters 
of the American Revolu-
tion. Friends, family, and 
members of the local 
community gathered at 
the Minden First Meth-
odist Church in order to 
recognize her accom-
plishments in capturing a 
unique period of time in 
Minden’s history through 
her paintings. 

“We started the pro-
cess through the National 
Daughters of the Ameri-
can Revolution to have 
her designated as Woman 
in the Arts. A lot of times 
they are turned down. It’s 
a very selective process. 
So after we got together 
recommendations, a bio 
from her, copies of pic-
tures, sent it all off and 
waited with bated breath 
to make sure she was ap-
proved, she was actually 
approved in 24 hours,” 
said Cindy Madden. 

“Not only is she an art-
ist, which is awesome, but 
she did scenes of Minden, 
and has captured forever 
things in Minden that are 
historical and important 
that we don’t ever want to 

forget. Very few commu-
nities have an artist that 
can do that.”

Mary Long from Rus-
ton, in charge of the 
American Heritage Com-
mittee, presented the Na-
tional American Heritage 
Award and the Dorcheat-
Bistineau Chapter Award. 
Along with the award, 
Robinson was also pre-
sented with an exclusive 
pin only given in this 
circumstance, pinned 
on Robinson by past 
Dorcheat-Bistineau DAR 
Chapter Regent Kathy 
Johnson.

Mayor Nick Cox was 
also at the event on behalf 
of the city, reading a proc-
lamation that officially 
designated September 24, 
2023, in Minden as Cora 
Lou Robinson Day.

“When I think about 
things like the old Minden 
High School or Hunter’s 
playground, things like 
that, things I was never 
able to see myself, those 
images in my mind were 
painted by Cora Lou Rob-
inson. She’s very special 
in our history, so it’s a real 
honor today to present 
her with this proclama-
tion,” said Mayor Cox. 

Lastly, Courtney Rodg-
ers, daughter of Robin-
son, shared some loving 
words to her mother. 

“I was thinking, as we 
were celebrating my mom 

today, of one of my favor-
ite poets, Maya Angelou. 
One of her quotes came 
to mind, ‘If you’re go-
ing to live, leave a legacy. 
Make a mark on the world 
that can’t be erased.’ My 
mother has done just that. 
Not only with her artwork, 
as amazing as it is, and 
the beautiful things that 

she captures for everyone 
in this community, but 
also for the love and sup-
port she has shown those 
who have the pleasure of 
knowing her. 

“Mom, you always have 
kind words, and you al-
ways make those around 
you feel so special. You 
always have, with your 

students, your fam-
ily, your friends. You have 
left a mark on the world 
with the strokes of your 
brush, sharing memories 
of times past, your many 
gifts and  hours of service 
to St. Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital and the 
auction, the Dorcheat 
Museum, the community, 

and all those around you. 

Thank you for being you. 

We are blessed because 

of you and that can never 

be erased. You’ve made 

a really big mark on the 

world. Happy Cora Lou 

Robinson Day,” said Rod-

gers.

AWARD
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WILL PHILLIPS/PRESS-HERALD PHOTO
Nationally recognized primitive folk artist Cora Lou Robinson was awarded the Women in the Arts Recognition 
Award by the National Society Daughters of the American Revolution at Minden First Methodist Church this 
past Sunday. 



fitness, casual wear, and 
evening gown. 

All of the young ladies 
did a wonderful job of 
displaying grace and 
poise during the compe-
tition. In the end, Jordan 
Tanner won the People’s 
Choice award, Madelyn 
Whitehead won the Ca-
sual Wear award, Kay-
lin Williams won the 
Evening Gown award, 
and Rainie Hughes won 
Miss Congeniality. For 
the title of Fair Queen, 
the second runner up 
is Rainie Hughes, the 
first runner up is Mad-
elyn Whitehead, and 
the 2023 Webster Parish 
Fair Queen is Kaylin Wil-
liams.

Earlier in the day, the 
Fair Princess competi-
tion was held for girls 
ages infant-teen. The 
winners in the different 
age groups were Baby 
Fair Princess Parker Lo-
vitt, Tiny Fair Princess 
Mia Perez, Toddler Fair 
Princess Rhilee White, 

Miniature Fair Princess 
Joanna Bordelon, Pe-
tite Fair Princess Tessa 
Adams, Little Miss Fair 
Princess Savannah 
O’Glee, Pre-Teen Fair 
Princess Presley Wood, 
Junior Fair Princess Kyn-
sie Smith, and Teen Fair 
Princess Izzy Gray.

The Fair Queen and 
her court as well as 
many of the Fair Prin-
cesses will be taking part 
in the Webster Parish 
Fair parade on Tuesday, 
October 3 at 5 PM. The 
Webster Parish Fair will 
begin on Wednesday, 
October 4.

Proceeds raised dur-
ing the People’s Choice 
award go to the Min-
den Civitans Club to be 
used in their charitable 
activities including Ci-
vitan Santa which deliv-
ers gifts to children in 
Minden who might oth-
erwise go without. The 
judges for both compe-
titions were Cindy Mad-
den, Karen Guice, and 
Cherry Perkins.

tem to provide another 
LFL to the City of Sprin-
ghill,” said Elaine Eaton 
with Cultural Cross-
roads of Minden. “Part-
nerships like these make 
our community more 
vibrant, and we couldn’t 
be more thankful for 
the opportunity. We are 
excited to see the com-
munity come together to 
create a unique work of 
art,” said Eaton. “This in-
stallation is unique be-
cause it’s both a service 
to the community and 
a piece of art wrapped 
into one!”  Elaine Eaton 
has served as president 
of Cultural Crossroads 
since 2020 and has been 
a contributing member 
since 2007. After gradu-
ating with her master’s 
degree in communica-
tion arts and returning 
to Minden, Elaine joined 
Cultural Crossroads as a 
volunteer in 2011. She 
is passionate about pro-
moting the arts in Web-
ster Parish.

Sparking a sense of 

wonder, Little Free Li-
braries inspire us to em-
brace the magic of books 
and become active par-
ticipants in creating vi-
brant, thriving commu-
nities. “The addition of 
the Little Free Library in 
Springhill by the Web-
ster Parish Library is 
much appreciated and 
needed. This addition 
will add to an already 
community-involved li-
brary here in Springhill. 
The citizens of Springhill 
have pride in our library 
and our Webster Par-
ish Library system,” said 
Ray Huddleston, Mayor 
of Springhill. 

Everyone is invited to 
add a bit of magic and 
color! Help bring this 
project to life by “leav-
ing your mark” on your 
Little Free Library with 
your handprint. Paint, 
clean-up supplies, in-
formation bags, music, 
crafts, snacks, and bot-
tled water will be pro-
vided. Please join us Sat-
urday, September 30th, 
beginning at 10:00 AM.
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Etta “Jo” New  
McCullough

	 Etta “Jo” McCullough, 86, 
died after a lengthy illness on Sep-
tember 16, 2023 surrounded by her 
family.  She was born July 5, 1937 in 
Homer, Louisiana and grew up in 
Athens, Louisiana where she always 

talked fondly of her childhood.  
Jo graduated from Athens High School, Class of 1955 

and was on the lady Trojans basketball team with a 
state championship win.  Following graduation she at-
tended Louisiana Tech University and later transferred 
to McNeese University where she met her husband, 
Donald McCullough.  While attending McNeese, she 
served as homecoming queen and subsequently re-
ceived a B.S. degree in education.

Following her marriage to Don, they ultimately re-
sided in Minden and called Minden home.  She was a 
faithful member of the First Methodist Church where 
she served as a member of the choir and numerous 
other committees for many years.  In addition to her 

church involvement, she was very active in the com-
munity and served in the Young Women’s Service Club 
and Junior Service League, just to name a few.  

She was preceded in death by her parents, L.M. “Kin-
ney” and Ollie James New, a sister, Barbara Sue New, 
and husband, Donald McCullough.  She was survived 
by her two sons, Steven McCullough of Longview, 
Texas, and Scott McCullough and his wife, Melanie, 
of Minden; four grandchildren, William Bossert and 
wife, Rachele, Nicholas McCullough and wife, Jaimie, 
Madison McCullough, and Kassidy McCullough; and 
three great-grandchildren, Amellia, Lincoln, and Grif-
fin Bossert.

A graveside service of remembrance will be held 
at 1:00 PM on Sunday, October 1, officiated by Rev. 
William Douglas Peeples, at Mt. Mariah Church and 
Cemetery, located two miles north of Arcadia, LA on 
Highway 9.  Following will be a reception/visitation.  
Pallbearers are Steven McCullough, Scott McCullough, 
Nicholas McCullough, Buzzy Buckner, Mickey Love, 
Dr. Ray Spurlock, and Kyle Robertson.  

In lieu of flowers, the family requests memorials be 
made to the First Methodist Church in Minden, choir 
or children’s building funds. 

LIBRARY
Continued from Page 1

Josephine Savell 
Funeral services for Josephine 

Savell will be held Monday, Sep-
tember 25, 2023, at 11:00 a.m. with 
a rosary at 9:30 and visitation from 
10:00 until service time at St Paul 
Catholic Church with Father Joe 
Kallookalam officiating. Interment 
will follow at Gardens of Memory in 
Minden, Louisiana under the direc-
tion of Rose Neath Funeral Home in 

Minden, Louisiana.
Josephine was born July 29, 1923, in Bamberg, Ger-

many and entered into rest September 20, 2023, in 
Minden, Louisiana. 

She was preceded in death by her parents, Gottlob 
Schramm and Eva Schramm, husband, James D. Savell, 
daughters, Ruby Kathleen and Sandy Lee Savell, two 

sisters, and one brother.
She is survived by her son, Alan Savell (Patricia) of 

Minden; daughters, Eva Anita Frye, Shirley Shuler 
(Mike), Judy Jackson, Jenny Greene (J.D.), and Loli 
Johns (Jerry) all of Minden; grandchildren, Mark and 
Scott Vining, Ed and Daniel Shuler, Angie Jackson & C.J. 
Cheatham, Brandy Robinson and Charley Savell, Ash-
ley Simpson and Luke Greene,  Dusty Tucker and Des-
try Johns, and Darrell, Dawson, and Deanna, Johns; 28 
great- grandchildren, and 12 great great-grandchildren.

Pallbearers will be Brandon Vining, Ed Shuler, Jor-
dan Cheatham, Luke Greene, Dusty Tucker, and Char-
ley Savell.

Honorary pallbearers will be Scott Vining, Daniel 
Shuler, Brian Jackson, Gavin Jackson, Chris Cheatham, 
Destry Johns, and Jeremy Simpson. 

Rose Neath Funeral Home 
211 Murrell Street 

Minden, Louisiana 71055 
(318) 377-3412 

George Benton 
Merritt, Jr.

George Benton Merritt, Jr, better 
known to friends and family as Bea-
tle or Pops, passed peacefully from 
a battle with cancer on the morning 
of September 18,2023 at the age of 
71. 

Beatle was born on August 
1,1952, in Minden, LA. He spent his professional career 
working in the oil and gas industry, but we all know it 
was just to fund what he was most passionate about, 
and that was hunting, fishing, and driving all over God’s 
creation to eat somewhere good for lunch with his lov-
ing wife. He taught his sons and grandchildren the me-
chanics of sighting in a rifle,what to look and listen for 
while on the deer stand to be successful, where all the 
fish were hiding, and that only plastic worms would 
do the trick. He was also a real sports fan, being a great 
athlete himself back in the day. He will be remembered 
most for attending all the sporting events,plays, and 
dance recitals his sons and grandchildren participated 
in. 

Beatle is survived by his wife of 33 years, Ter-
ri; his mother, Sue Merritt; his sons, Jason 
(Karen),Joseph, Josh (Belinda), and Jacob (Jennifer); 
his grandchildren,Marshall, Trent, Will, Charlie,Ethan, 
Ryleigh, Ryan, and Amelia; his brother, Bruce 
(Louise):his sister Teresa (Johnny); his sister-in-law, 

Saralja; and numerous nieces, nephews, relatives, and 
friends. Beatle was preceded in death by his father, 
George Benton Merritt, Sr., and his brother Lane. 

Not being a rich man, Beatle always saw the value 
of working hard and playing even harder. He spent his 
time and money getting ready for hunting season and 
making sure anyone who wanted to come and hunt or 
fish had all they needed to be successful. He truly en-
joyed nature and being as close to it as he could at all 
times. And some may not have known, but he wasn’t 
too shabby with a 35 mm camera. Some of his favor-
ite pictures he took of the outdoors are on the walls of 
his room. Even before his death,Beatle wanted noth-
ing to do with a memorial service or funeral. Like any 
self-respecting country boy, he wants his family to 
celebrate his life by throwing a BBQ and scattering his 
ashes in the places he loved most growing up. The BBQ 
is scheduled for October 21, 2023, family and friends 
are most welcome. 

We will do our best to only celebrate his life, but it 
goes without saying that he will be truly missed and our 
hearts are full of sorrow. You could say the only ones 
who are relieved of his passing are the fish and deer, 
but they just don’t realize how good of a teacher he re-
ally was. 

Love you Beatle, Love you Dad,Love you Pops!! 
The Merritt Family extends their heartfelt apprecia-

tion to hospice for all their wonderful an d compas-
sionate care for our loved one. 

For those interested, memorial contributions may 
be made in memory of Beatle Merritt to the American 
Cancer Society.  

Rex Allen 
Hightower

Rex Allen Hightower passed 
away unexpectedly on September, 
16 2023 at the age of 48.  Our family 
was not expecting for Allen’s life to 
be cut short so soon, we are all dev-
astated by this huge loss and he will 
be forever missed.

Allen was born on May 28,1975 to the parents of Ger-
aldine and Marvin Hightower in Minden, Louisiana.  
He graduated from Glenbrook High School where he 
made life long friends.  He immediately began working 
for his family and later began his career in the Oilfield 
Business.  He had a strong work ethic that is rarely wit-
nessed these days.

Allen was an avid outdoorsman who loved to hunt.  
He loved the land and prepping for hunting season for 
himself and helping his friends do the same.  He shared 
this love with all of his family and taught his children 
well as they share the same passion that will be passed 

down to generations to come. 
Allen met his wife, Courtney Lafitte, in 2010 and 

they spent every moment with each other since. They 
shared a bond that most people can only hope to ex-
perience.  Together they have a strong and beautiful 
daughter Hallie Hightower and he would be proud 
of her strength.  Allen’s oldest child, Jared Hightower, 
shares his father’s same love of the outdoors and also 
is growing to become the same outgoing and respected 
person that his father was for his friends and the com-
munity.  Both Hallie and Jared were the light of their 
father’s life. 

Allen is preceded in death by grandparents Gerald 
Palmer, Katherine Palmer,  Rex A Hightower, and Verna 
Dee Hightower

Allen is remembered by Courtney Lafitte (Wife), 
Jared Hightower (Son), Hallie Hightower (Daughter), 
Suzann Hays (Sister), Geraldine Hightower (Mother), 
Adam Hays (Brother-in-law), Mical Brunson (Cousin 
/ Brother), Alan & Karen Dowden (Parents- in- law) 
Marvin Hightower (Father), Barry Hightower (Uncle), 
Eunice Ripp (Aunt)

He was also greatly loved and will be greatly missed 
by his many friends. 

Webster High School graduates celebrate excellence
REUNION

AMBER MCDOWN
Minden Press-Herald

Webster High School’s 
Class of 1973 held its 50th 
reunion recently, with 
events on September 15-
17. 

Saturday night, there was 
a banquet held at the Min-
den Civic Center where 
Mayor Nick Cox read a 
proclamation declaring 
the whole week as Webster 
High School Class of 1973 
50th Class Reunion Week.

“What a legacy. A lot of 
people in Minden have 
pride for Minden High 
School, but there’s no 

Minden High School to-
day as we know it without 
Webster High School,” said 
Mayor Cox. “I look around 
this room and see so many 
people that I know who 
have shaped this city, 
shaped the community, 
shaped the states. Only on 
the other side of Heaven 
will we know the impact 
that the graduates from 
Webster High School have 
had.”

The guest speaker of 
the evening was Mrs. 
Ruby Musgrow, graduate 
of Webster HIgh in 1958 
and an educator since 
1962. Mrs. Musgrow has 

taught science, primar-
ily chemistry and physics, 
to generations of students 
in Minden, and she is still 
teaching even though she 
is now 82 years old. “I’m 
grateful for my Webster 
High School experience,” 
said Mrs. Musgrow. “I was 
a student there from 1954 
until 1958, and a teacher 
from 1963 until 1974. I attri-
bute the stature of Webster 
for many years, its golden 
years, largely to the vision, 
discernment, and deter-
mination of one man: W. 
Leon Hayes. It was my first 
life lesson from my school 
years that one person with 

these qualities can make a 
difference, can change his-
tory.” Mrs. Musgrow closed 
her speech by noting that 
the newest generation has 
lost some of the pride and 
determination of previous 
generations, and she ex-
horted her former students 
to do what they can to help. 
“It’s evident that the drive 
to be the best has some-
how been lost. Without 
that drive and that nurtur-
ing from people who be-
lieve in them, many of our 
children will not fare well 
in this new society. 

“They need to know their 
true history, for we can 

only know where we are 
and where we’re going, if 
we realize where we have 
been.

“There’s strength in 
numbers, so it is vital that 
each one of us do what we 
individually can.”

Near the close of the 
banquet presentations, 
Darrell Hamption revealed 
the audio/video upgrade 
which has been made to 
the Webster High School 
Cradle of Champions dis-
play that aims to teach cur-
rent and future students 
about the achievements 
made by graduates of Web-
ster High School. The video 

reviewed the very begin-
nings of the school and fol-
lowed its development into 
the best black high school 
in Louisiana. 

Graduates of Webster 
High School have had 
lasting impacts on this 
community as well as in 
communities across the 
United States. It is a testa-
ment to how excellence 
can be achieved through 
those same qualities Mrs. 
Musgrow spoke of: vision, 
discernment, and determi-
nation. 



There will be 4 constitutional 
amendments on the ballot this 
Oct. 14th election and 4 more 
constitutional amendments on 
the Nov. 18th ballot.*  Please 
know that there are often cred-
ible, principled reasons to view 
such measures differently.  Be-
low are my respectful recom-
mendations:

 Constitutional Amendments 
on October 14th Ballot

 Amendment #1:  Prohibiting 
Donations to Conduct Elec-
tions 

“Do you support an amend-
ment to prohibit the use of 
funds, goods or services from 
a foreign government or a non-
governmental source to con-
duct elections and election 
functions and duties unless the 
use is authorized by the secre-
tary of state through policies 
established in accordance with 
law?”

This Amendment, otherwise 
known as the “Zuckerbucks” 
bill in light of the hundreds of 
millions of dollars Meta Face-
book founder, Mark Zucker-
berg, spent trying to influence 
elections in 2020, is an im-
portant one.  It is designed to 
prohibit the use of financial or 
other donations from outside 
sources such as a non-govern-
mental source (i.e., Zucker-
berg) or a foreign government 
to administer (i.e., influence) 
elections in Louisiana.

 Recommendation: Yes.
 Amendment #2:   Protection 

for Worship in Churches.
“Do you support an amend-

ment to provide that the free-
dom of worship in a church or 

other place of worship is a fun-
damental right that is worthy 
of the highest order of protec-
tion?”

This reinforces what the U.S. 
Supreme Court has already 
provided for free exercise of 
religion.  Namely, providing 
the highest level of constitu-
tional protection for the free-
dom to worship—specifically 
in a church or another place of 

worship—
r e q u i r i n g 
courts to 
apply the 
s t r i c t e s t 
level of ju-
dicial re-
view (Strict 
Scrutiny) to 
challenges 
when gov-
e r n m e n t 
bodies re-

strict access to places of wor-
ship.  The current constitution-
al protections don’t specifically 
single out houses of worship for 
this protection, but this does.

Recommendation:  Yes.
Amendment #3:  Surplus 

Spending on Retirement Debt
“Do you support an amend-

ment to require that a mini-
mum of twenty-five percent 
(25%) of any money designated 
as non-recurring state revenue 
be applied toward the balance 
of the unfunded accrued liabil-
ity of the state retirement sys-
tems?”

This Amendment would re-
quire lawmakers to use 25% of 
any state surplus to pay retire-
ment debt for the four state re-
tirement systems.  Currently, 
the requirement is for lawmak-
ers to spend 10% of any state 

surplus to pay retirement debt 
for two state retirement sys-
tems through 2029.

Recommendation:  No rec-
ommendation.  Louisiana has 
a $17 billion-dollar unfunded 
accrued liability in pension 
benefits, but it also has a multi-
billion-dollar backlog of de-
ficient roads, bridges, coastal 
restoration projects and water 
systems to which state dollars 
could flow.  Voters should de-
cide what state spending they 
prioritize regarding this sur-
plus revenue.

Amendment #4:   Property 
Tax Exemptions for Nonprofit 
Organizations

“Do you support an amend-
ment to deny a property tax ex-
emption to a non-profit corpo-
ration or association that owns 
residential property in such a 
state of disrepair that it endan-
gers public health or safety?”

This would allow local gov-
ernment officials to remove a 
property tax exemption from 
nonprofit organizations that 
lease housing (apartments, 
etc.) and have repeated pub-
lic health or safety violations.  
Otherwise, the current system 
of property tax exemptions for 
nonprofit organizations—in-
cluding for those that have 
repeated public health and 
safety violations—would be 
maintained.

Recommendation:  Yes.
Constitutional Amendments 

on November 18th Ballot
[Note: I will more fully ad-

dress these amendments be-
fore the Nov. 18th election]

 Amendment #1:   Deadlines 
to Veto Bills and Rules for Veto 
Sessions

This would allow lawmakers 
to try to override a governor’s 
veto without calling a separate 
veto session if they are already 
in a legislative session.  It also 
adds further details about the 
deadlines for a governor to 
veto bills.  Otherwise, lawmak-
ers’ attempts to override a gov-
ernor’s vetoes would occur in a 
separate session.

Amendment #2:  Repeal of 
Inactive Special Funds in the 
Constitution

This Amendment would re-
move six inactive funds with 
zero or near-zero balances 
from the Louisiana Constitu-
tion.  Otherwise, these six inac-
tive funds would remain.

Amendment #3:  Property 
Tax Exemptions for First Re-
sponders

This would allow a parish 
governing authority to give an 
extra property tax exemption to 
police, firefighters and certain 
other first responders who own 
homes and live in the given 
parish. 

Amendment #4:  Rule Chang-
es for the Revenue Stabilization 
Trust Fund 

This would tighten the rules 
on the allowed use of a seven-
year-old state trust fund that 
collects dollars from corporate 
tax collections and oil and gas 
production in Louisiana mak-
ing it more difficult for elected 
officials to spend this trust fund 
money. 

Thank you for your consider-
ation.

(*PAR Louisiana).

Royal Alexander is a Shreveport 
attorney.

THOMAS L. KNAPP
Special to the Minden Press-Herald

A group of 17 well-known 
authors -- too many to use-
fully list here, but you’ve 
probably heard of, and cer-
tainly live in a world influ-
enced by, the likes of John 
Grisham and George R.R. 
Martin -- recently joined the 
stampede to sue artificial 
intelligence firm OpenAI. 
Following earlier plaintiffs, 
these authors allege that use 
of their work to “train” Large 
Language Model products 
like ChatGPT amounts to 
“systematic theft on a mass 
scale.”

OpenAI counters that let-
ting its models read and 
learn from the authors’ 

books is perfectly Accord-
ing to Hoyle under, among 
other things, the “fair use”  
provisions of coypright law 
(which courts have held pro-
tect such “reading” by search 
engines).

It looks like a legal thicket. 
But I’m not a lawyer and this 
column isn’t legal advice. My 
interest in the matter stems 
from my standing as a life-
long reader.

I REALLY like books. Over 
the course of my life I’ve 
purchased thousands of vol-
umes in print or electronic 
format, borrowed more from 
lending libraries, read a good 
many of them (not as many 
as I’ve tilted at, I confess), 
and learned a lot from them.

Whatever the legal 

grounds for the lawsuit, its 
essence comes down to a 
claim that the function of a 
reader (whether that reader 
is “human” or “artificial”) is 
to buy authors’ books ... and 
do nothing with them except 
perhaps display them pret-
tily on household shelves, if 
even that.

When you read a book, 
your brain inevitably stores a 
mental copy of that book, in 
part or whole. You remem-
ber it. If it’s a well-written 
book and you’re an attentive 
reader, you also learn things 
from, and find yourself influ-
enced by, its content.

Those things, according to 
the litigious authors, con-
stitute theft, and if you do 
much of them you’re en-

gaged in such theft “on a 
massive scale.”

Oddly, nearly all of the in-
volved authors cheerfully 
confess to theft of that kind 
on their own pars. Few if any 
claim complete originality 
for their own work, and most  
would get laughed out of any 
room they made such claims 
in.

Why should we care 
whether the brains read-
ing, remembering, learning 
from, and acting on the in-
fluence of a story are made 
of meat or silicon?

Does -- should -- the pur-
chase of a book confer abso-
lute and perpetual veto pow-
er upon the author to control 
how readers use what they 
learn from that book?

If it did, none of the au-
thors involved in this suit 
would have anything to sue 
over. We’d have never heard 
of them. Their works would 
remain unpublished and 
likely unwritten.

Their fear of replacement 
by AI is certainly under-
standable, but their demand 
for control of work they’ve 
released into the learning 
wild is unreasonable.

Thomas L. Knapp (Twitter: @
thomaslknapp) is director and 

senior news analyst at the 
William Lloyd Garrison Center for 

Libertarian Advocacy Journalism 
(thegarrisoncenter.org). He lives 

and works in north central Florida.

 French author Antoine de 
Saint-Exupery, author of The 
Little Prince wrote “One sees 
clearly only with the heart. 
Anything essential is invisible 
to the eye.”   

Love and hugging are essen-
tial.

Having been born to poverty 
stricken parents who I knew 
loved me and then to go into a 
loving foster home for a couple 
of months before going into an 
orphanage I can  speak from 
experience. To be given love 
until one’s addicted and then 
to have it snatched away is one 
of the cruelest devastating ex-
periences that can happen to a 
child or even an adult.

Having recently watched 
child star Margaret  O’Brien, 
with the leading role in Lost 
Angels, helps me to explain just 
what is wrong with orphanages 
and why we need hugging!

When we were dropped off at 
camp I turned my back when 
I saw other children being 
hugged by their parents.  I slept  
with my head under my pil-
low to muffle my crying at the 

orphanage because we were 
punished for crying.

 You can put a child in an 
institution  with plenty of food 
and clothing but  you can’t ex-
pect a child to thrive  in an en-

v i r o n m e n t 
where all 
you have are 
people who 
work for a 
paycheck.

M a y b e 
there here 
are a few 
good  or-
p h a n a g e s  
but I believe 
it is rare if 
n o n - e x i s -
tent.

D o c t o r 
Andy Bilson, wrote “I am a so-
cial worker who has researched 
and campaigned for the reform 
of child protection systems 
across the globe for more than 
30 years. But more importantly 
I am a parent. And so, without 
doubt, the most gut wrench-
ing sound I’ve ever heard is 
that of silence in a ward full of 

children in an orphanage. Chil-
dren raised in orphanages can 
experience delays in terms of 
IQ, language, speech and vo-
cabulary”

Having grown up in an or-
phanage I am here to say that 
a child care institution is most 
likely devoid of the kind of 
emotional care that children 
need to thrive.  I can speak 
from experience having wit-
nessed and experienced the 
kind of abuse that leaves a child 
scarred for life.

I’ve witnessed children run-
ning away at night never to 
found.

Without love life is meaning-
less.

Had I not experienced living 
in a loving foster parents for 
two months I might not have 
ever experienced the kind of 
home that was overflowing 
with love, affection, the kind of 
care that I soaked up like a dry 
sponge and when I went to the 
orphanage all I could see and 
feel were cinder blocks that 
were as devoid of love as they 
were hollow.

 Yes “that which is essential is 
invisible to the eye.”

One of those ingredients is 
hugging.

One of my favorite authors is 
the  Italian born Psychologist 
Doctor Leo Buscaglia, author 
of Living and Loving, had much 
to say about the necessity of 
hugging and touching. He re-
ports that “hugging increases 
hemoglobin in the blood.”

Children need love to thrive.
It is easy for me to say that 

there are few people who have 
the ability, the need, to love 
children for a paycheck.

It took me years to get over 
the lack of love in an orphanage 
but had it not been for drawing 
love into my life and turning to 
writing as a safety valve for my 
emotions I might not be here 
today.

I hope I give you the courage 
to share your story however sad 
it may be and to draw love into 
your life.

Email Sarah at sarahp9957@aol.
com
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Authors: buy our books, but don’t read, remember, learn from, or be influenced
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OPINION
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PIERCE

The power of the hug is essential in expressing love
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Sports Russell Hedges, Sports Editor
rhedges@spechtnewspapers.com

RUSSELL HEDGES/PRESS-HERALD
Lakeside’s Jordan Case breaks loose for a good gain against Block last week. He scored four TDs in the 41-34 victory.

COLUMN/HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL COLLEGE FOOTBALL

LSU, GSU win     
conference games 

OUTDOORS

BLACK BAYOU – 
No report. Contact Honey 
Hole Tackle Shop 323-
8707 for latest informa-
tion.

BUSSEY BRAKE –
Some are still catching nice 
bass around the brush on 
spinners and flipping jigs. 
The crappie are scattered 
around the brush. Bream 
have slowed. For latest 
information, contact the 
Honey Hole at 323-8707. 

OUACHITA RIVER 
– The water level is quite 
low. Bass are slow to fair; 
some crappie are being 
caught around submerged 
tops on jigs.  For latest 
information, contact the 
Honey Hole Tackle Shop at 
323-8707.

LAKE D’ARBONNE 
– Crappie have been fair to 
good fishing shiners or jigs 
8 feet deep in 10-12 foot 
water. Bass are best early 
mornings along the grass 
lines with topwater lures 
and jerk baits. Bream are 
slow. Catfish continue to be 
caught fishing cold worms 

and night crawlers off the 
banks. For latest informa-
tion, call Anderson Sport 
Center at 368-9669 or 
Honey Hole Tackle Shop at 
323-8707.

LAKE CLAIBORNE 
– The lake is being lowered. 
Stripers are occasionally 
schooling and fishing with 
shad imitation lures pick-
ing up a few in the coves 
early mornings or late 
afternoons. Bream fish-
ing has been slow. Crap-
pie have been best fishing 
around the piers on gray 
jigs. 8-14 deep water with 
some good ones reported. 
Also at night fishing under 
the lights while the bass 
have been best early morn-
ings on topwater lures and 
at night on dark plastic 
worms and spinner baits 
with one over 11 pounds 
reported.   For latest infor-
mation, call Kel’s Cove at 
927-2264 or Terzia Tackle 
at 278-4498.

CANEY LAKE – Bass 
have been best fishing at 
night on dark spinners and 
soft plastics. They are fair 

to good early mornings on 
topwater lures with square 
bill crank baits, spinners 
and soft plastics work-
ing best later. Some bass 
are schooling and hitting 
shad imitations. Crappie 
have been best around the 
deeper tops on shiners or 
jigs. Bream are slow. For 
information contact Caney 
Lake Landing at 259-6649, 
Hooks Marina at 249-
2347, Terzia Tackle at 278-
4498 or the Honey Hole 
Tackle Shop at 323-8707.

LAKE POVERTY 
POINT – Fishing for cat-
fish has improved. Crappie 
are fair on the south end. 
No report on bass. For lat-
est reports, call Poverty 
Point Marina at 318/878-
0101. For information, call 
Surplus City Landing at 
318/467-2259.

LAKE YUCATAN —
The water level is falling 
and quite low. Some catfish 
have been reported and 
commercial fishermen are 
catching buffalo. Crappie 
are slow. For information, 
call Surplus City Landing 
at 318/467-2259.

Fishing Report

Gearing up for archery season
GLYNN HARRIS

Some of the year’s hot-
test weather in Louisiana 
occurs during the oppres-
sive days of August and 
September. Sure, fall is just 
around the corner but you 
wouldn’t know it by glanc-
ing at the thermometer 
with temperatures typically 
bumping the century mark.

Even though the weath-
er will be hot and miserable, 
you can bet there will be 
one group of folks with an 
eye on the calendar. You’ll 
see them out in their back 
yards, sitting on make-do 
elevated platforms, slinging 
arrows at targets. They’re 
Louisiana’s bow hunters 
and they’re doing what they 
have to do to get ready for 
the upcoming bow season 
which begins, if you can be-
lieve it, in just a matter of 

days.
They’ll be getting in 

condition for what one 
bowhunter told me is the 
“short” game. In golf, it’s 
the accuracy of the put-
ter that usually separates 
the hackers from the ex-
perts. In bow hunting, the 
archer’s bow is his putter. 
He can’t expect to score a 
“birdie” (or would that be a 
“buckie”?) if he’s not profi-
cient at shooting accurately 
from within the range of 
a bow, which is usually 35 
yards or closer. Any deer 
outside that range is a deer 
to be watched, not shot at. 
Thus, becoming proficient 
with his archery equipment 
within ethical ranges is a 
must, and like in golf, there 
is no substitute for practice, 
practice and more practice, 
even if sweat is dripping off 
your nose and you’re flirt-

ing with heat stroke.
Bowhunters know that 

the deer he’ll be after in a 
few weeks is quite an adapt-
able creature. You can cut 
their woods and they simply 
move over to an adjoining 
tract, returning to the clear 
cut when they’re hungry 
to feast on succulent new 
growth that explodes when 
the forest canopy is opened. 

One factor of nature that 
takes deer longer to adapt 
to is weather changes. Dur-
ing years of drought, espe-
cially in growing season, 
fewer fawns are born, which 
impacts the deer situation 
years down the road. Fewer 
fawns born this year trans-
late to fewer adult animals 
to hunt the next couple of 
seasons.

Another problem not 
just bowhunters but all deer 
hunters have faced over the 

past few years has been 
milder than normal winters. 
This situation means that in 
general, deer have more to 
eat because succulent plant 
growth on which they feed 
lasts on into winter when 
in normal years, deer are 
moving about looking for 
something to eat. During 
warm weather when the rut 
is going on, bucks still chase 
and breed does, but most of 
the activity is at night when 
temperatures are more 
comfortable. Frustrated 
hunters hunker down over 
scrape lines and food plots 
only to be disappointed.

However, Mother 
Nature is an equalizer. 
Granted, the past few win-
ters have been milder and 
frankly, we’re due for a 
change. We may not get it, 
but darn it, we’re due.	

It will be interesting 

to see just how the condi-
tions of last deer season 
that favored deer and nega-
tively impacted deer hunt-
ers will have a bearing on 
the upcoming deer season. 
Weather that was too warm 
and a bumper crop of wild-
life foods throughout sea-
son meant that deer didn’t 
have to move about to find 
succulent forage. Thus, 
fewer were harvested. I’m 
no wildlife biologist but if 
I had to wager a guess, I’d 
think that we should have a 
better season this year.

Why do I think that? 
Over most of the state, the 
deer harvest was down last 
season, which means that 
more than a few wise old 
bucks lived to get another 
year older. With another 
year of age, this translates 
out to another year of grow-
ing antler mass, the excep-

tion being a deer that is past 
his prime and is basically 
going downhill.

With the odds hopefully 
being more in the hunter’s 
favor this season than last, 
those hunters who begin 
their seasons early have 
a better chance to collect 
their venison. No group of 
hunters in the state begins 
their season earlier than 
bow hunters. The first Sat-
urday in October is opening 
day for the majority of the 
state although some areas 
will be open as early as mid-
September. (Check current 
regulations for exact dates 
and areas.)

If you’re a serious bow 
hunter, you’ve already been 
out there, slinging arrows 
at paper targets and tweak-
ing your bow so that when 
the deer you’re looking for 
steps out, you’ll be ready. 

North Webster, Lakeside look 
to extend winning streaks

RUSSELL HEDGES
Minden Press-Herald

The regular-season 
reaches its halfway point 
Friday.

North Webster and 
Lakeside are the parish’s 
hottest teams at this point. 
Both have won  three in a 
row.

North Webster may be 
the most surprising team. 
The Knights have already 
won one more game than 
last season.

Last week, North Web-
ster showed it’s ready to 
contend for the District 
1-3A championship, de-
feating Richwood 28-6 in 
Monroe.

The Knights (3-1) are 
off to the best start in Head 
Coach John Ware’s tenure. 
He is in his 12th season.

In other district open-
ers, Glenbrook fell to 
Haynesville 34-14 on the 
road in a 1-1A battle of the 
unbeatens, and Minden 

lost to a talented North 
DeSoto squad 51-0 on the 
road in District 1-4A.

In a non-district game, 
Lakeside held off Block 41-
34 at home.

North Webster’s run-
ning game and defense has 
been impressive this sea-
son. Braedon Robertson, 
who scored three touch-
downs last week, is having 
a big year.

The Knights’ lone loss 
was to undefeated Haynes-
ville in Week 1. But North 
Webster’s touhest test 
yet could be Friday when 
Wossman (3-1) comes to 
Springhill.

The Wildcats took Cal-
vary Baptist, ranked No. 1 
in the LSWA Class 2A poll, 
to the wire last week before 
falling 21-6. Wossman al-
lowed only one touchdown 
in its first three games,

Glenbrook (3-1) faces 
another  challenge Friday 
against Arcadia (4-0) at 
home.

The Apaches had their 
remarkable 19-game regu-
lar-season winning streak 
snapped last week.

But don’t count the 
Glenbrook out of the race 
for the district title. Turn-
overs and big plays hurt 
last week. But despite that, 

Glenbrook was within two 
touchdowns in the second 
half.

Minden (0-4) shouldn’t 
be judged by last week’s 
game. North DeSoto is go-
ing to have many more 
wins by wide margins.

But if the Tide wants to 
make a playoff run, they 
need to start against Hun-
tington (2-2) at home Fri-
day. The Raiders have lost 
two straight including last 
week to Northwood 27-12.

Lakeside overcame five 
turnovers last week against 
winless Block. Jordan Case 
scored four touchdowns. 
He set up his first one with 
an interception.

The Warriors host 
Lincoln Prep (1-3), which 
has lost two in a row, Fri-
day. The Panthers lost to 
Jonesboro-Hodge 40-0 
last week.

Lakeside starts District 
1-2A play next week at 
home against D’Arbonne 
Woods charter.

Huntington at Minden, 7
Wossman at North Webster, 7
Lincoln Prep at Lakeside, 7
Glenbrook at Arcadia, 7

Friday’s games

RUSSELL HEDGES
Minden Press-Herald

LSU pulled out a last-
second 34-31  victory over 
Arkansas and Grambling 
State won its SWAC opener 
over Texas Southern 35-23 
last week.

In another game of area 
interest, Louisiana Tech 
fell to Nebraska 28-14.

LSU 34, Arkan-
sas 31: At Baton Rouge, 
Damien Ramos kcked a 
20-yard field goal with five 
seconds remaining to lift  
LSU over Arkansas in Tiger 
Stadium.

Jayden Daniels led the 
Tigers (3-1, 2-0 SEC) on 
a nine play, 72-yard drive 
spanning 5:01, setting up 
the game-winning field 
goal.

Daniels completed 20-
of-29 passes for 320 yards 
and four touchdowns.

LSU rallied from a 13-3 
deficit late in the second 
quarter. Danika completed 
a 39-yard pass to Brian 
Thomas Jr. with just 30 
seconds left in the half.

Daniels hit Thomas for 
another 39-yard TD on 
LSU’s first drive of the sec-
ond half.

Thomas finished with 
five catches for 133 yards. 
Malik Nabers had eight for 
130 and two TDs. 

Nebraska 28, Loui-
siana Tech 14: At Lin-
coln, Neb., the Bulldogs 
and Cornhuskers were tied 
at 7 at halftime but Nebras-
ka used the ground game 
to pull away in the second 
half.

Tech (2-3) and Nebras-
ka (2-2) went scoreless in 
the first quarter and then 
traded touchdowns in the 
second  to make it 7-all at 
the midway point. Howev-
er, the Cornhuskers scored 
21 unanswered points in 
the second half.

Nebraska outgained 
Tech 419-338.

The Cornhuskers had 
312 yards rushing.

Tech’s Paul Turner 
completed 27-of-42 pass-
es for 292 yards and one 
touchdown with one inter-
ception.

Grambling State 
35, Texas Southern 23: 
At Grambling, the Tigers 
opened SWAC play with 
the victory.

GSU improved to 2-2 
with its second straight 
win. Texas State dropped 
to 0-4.

Chance Williams 
rushed for 174 yards on 19 
carries and scored a touch-
down.

Floyd Chalk IV rushed 
for 88 yards and two touch-
downs. Myles Crawley 
completed 14-of-23 passes 
for 195 yards. 

Louisiana Tech    
at UTEP

8 p.m., CBS Sports 
Network

LSU at Ole Miss
5 p.m., ESPN

Eastern Illinois        
at NSU

6 p.m., ESPN+

Grambling State vs. 
Prairie View A&M

6 p.m., ESPN+

Appalachian State 
at ULM

7 p.m., ESPN+

Saturday’s
games

Friday’s 
game
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GOOD NEWS

Margie Jenkins has written 
a book by this title, in which 
one of her reviewers wrote: 
“Instead of the Lamaze meth-
od of helping with birth, your 
book is the LaMargie method 
for dying, giving psychologi-
cal insight and specific steps 
to lessen pain and increase 
comfort during one of most 
stressful events in life.” 

Of course, we all have 
spent time thinking, pon-
dering over ‘our exit from 
this world to the next.’ Hav-
ing spent a lot of time in the 
hospitals, nursing homes, fu-
neral homes and cemeteries 
over the past 50 years, I have 
been brought face-to-face 
with many of these issues. 
Now that I am climbing the 
80’s ladder, I catch glimpses 
of ‘the other side’ from time 
to time. Or I hear the ‘glory-
bound train as it seems to 
get nearer to my station.’ 
Perhaps,  I am like many of 
you: the ticket has been pur-
chased and I have it handy in 
case of an emergency, but I 
am not quite ready to hand it 
to the conductor. “Just a little 
longer” the old gospel song 

goes….” A few more days to 
help get my loved ones in.”

As we think about the end-
of-life preparations, we begin 
to see there are many impor-
tant decisions that must be 
made. Many are very difficult 
to follow through with on 
our own. 
We need a 
legal advi-
sor to help 
with all the 
issues we 
will face. 
We need 
to work 
with our 
s p o u s e , 
chi ldren, 
family as 
a whole. With all that is at 
stake, we need to make sure 
“all t’s are crossed and each 
I is dotted.” There may be a 
battle awaiting our survivors 
if we do not take care of such 
details now. 

So today, get your pencil, 
pad and a notebook. Make 
a list of life-long friends you 
would like to thank for the 
‘dear friendship that has 
meant so much to you during 

your life’; and maybe there 
are some fences that need 
mending. What a great victo-
ry it would be for each of us to 
seek to heal hurts and offens-
es, ask for forgiveness and of-
fer love to those whom you 
have sensed a breach in rela-
tionship over the years. What 
a waste of time this has been; 
what a victory and sense of 
freedom this will give one as 
final plans are made. Cross it 
off your list to get done! Get 
that monkey off your back!

One of the most important 
things to do is prepare a last 
will and testament. This is the 
foundation for taking charge 
of your life and your death. 
There are many others di-
rectives we must consider to 
protect ourselves and fam-
ily in these last days. These 
may include: Durable Power 
of Attorney, Durable Medical 
Power of Attorney for Health 
Care, Directives to Physicians 
(Living Will), DNR Direc-
tives, and others. Your lawyer 
will advise you on all of these.

There are all kinds of im-
portant papers floating 
around your house that 

need to be organized and in 
proper files for easy finding. 
Financial records, various 
accounts, legal papers, in-
surance  policies, long-term 
policies…do you know where 
they are for easy finding? 
What about your cherished 
possessions (whatever they 
are)? Who do you want to 
have them? What can you do 
now to guarantee they will 
be routed the way you want? 
Why not make a list of these 
and pass on to your children 
and grands for them to enjoy 
now.  Wouldn’t it please you 
greatly to eat Thanksgiving 
lunch with your children this 
year and see your wedding 
china being used? And let the 
grands choose some things 
to have that are meaningful 
to them. What joy that will 
bring you NOW. 

Saying ‘goodbye’ doesn’t 
have to be the end of the 
world, so to speak. With care-
ful planning now, you may 
ease the pain of making rash 
and hasty decisions later on. 
Leaving a legacy for the fam-
ily is so important. Many of 
our family members really 

don’t know the struggles our 
generation went through 
to climb to this point in life. 
Take down the picture al-
bums (pictures from child-
hood, high school events, 
weddings, reunions and 
such) and the next time the 
family gathers announce ‘af-
ter lunch I want us to sit down 
and let me tell you about 
some of these things.’ Maybe 
cry a bit, laugh a lot and hug 
and love on each other. What 
a way to begin this process….
of preparing for the end of 
life….and getting ready for 
the life to come. 

Oh, what a day that will 
be when our Jesus we will 
see…. We can only imagine. 
This doesn’t have to be a sad, 
morbid time. It is like writing 
the closing chapter on a won-
derful drama or a love story 
that could never be captured 
on the screen. I dare you to 
begin this journey soon!

Bill Crider is Chaplain of Minden 
Medical Center

Bill Crider

We Only Die Once

“And do not get drunk with wine, for 
that is debauchery, but be 
filled with the Spirit,” Ephe-
sians 5:18  ESV 

  

What consumes and con-
trols your life?  Is it the world-
ly nature symbolized by be-
ing drunk with wine?  Or is 
it the spiritual nature that 
is controlled and guided by 
the Holy Spirit?  The ancient 
city of Ephesus was known 
for its worship of Bacchus with its im-
morality fueled by wine and drunken 
orgies.  Paul was reminding the Ephe-
sian believers to put away the old sin-

ful worldly ways.  Instead, the believers 
were to be guided and under 
the control of God’s Holy Spirit, 
walking in a manner worthy of 
Christ, living wisely in faithful 
obedience.

 

Lord Jesus, may my life be fu-
eled and directed by You and 
Your Word, the Bible.  I yield 
my life daily to be filled, em-
powered, and controlled by the 
Holy Spirit.

 
Max Hutto is a Baptist Minister and a resi-

dent of Minden.  More information can be found 
at www.upwardlook.org.

THE UPWARD LOOK

Max Hutto

Spirit Filled 

Good News
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INSPIRATION

Have you ever said to yourself “I don’t 

know how I’m going to make it”? Well, I 

have on many occasions  and every time 

I have to remind myself that 

God has already answered that 

question. It’s not found in  some 

over-complicated explanation 

but rather in one simple word 

prayer. 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

says  “Always be joyful. Never stop pray-

ing. Be thankful in all circumstances, 

for this is God’s will for you who  belong 

to Christ Jesus.” As followers of Christ, 

we should not only learn these words but 

commit them to  our hearts. So, 

the next one you find yourself 

asking the hard questions, try 

remembering the easy  answer. 

Pray without ceasing no matter 

what comes your way.

Bernard Harris III is a Haughton firemAN AND A 

LOCAL RESIDENT OF MINDEN

Bernard Harris

Ceaseless Prayer



Classifieds
PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!
classifieds@press-herald.com

Classified line ads are published Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday in the Minden Press-Herald, Bossier Press-Tribune and online at www.press.herald.com

Classified
Rates
Pricing is easy!

$7.75
Per Day - Up to 20 words! 

Aditional words are only 30 
cents more!

Garage Sales
No word limit.

$11
One Day

$16.50
Two Days

Receive a FREE Garage 
Sale Kit with your two day 

ad!

* Garage Sale ads must be 
prepaid.

Deadlines

Ads
Line ads and display ads must 

be submitted by noon two 
days before publication. 

Public Notices
Public notices must be sub-

mitted two days prior to 
publication date depending 

on the length. Notices may be 
emailed to classifieds@press-

herald.com

Payments
Cash Checks, Billing

Real Estate Notice
“All real estate advertised 
here is subject to the Fed-

eral Fair Housing Act, which 
makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 

familial status, or national 
origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limita-
tion, or discrimination. We 
will not knowlingly accept 

any advertising for real estate, 
which is in violation of th 

elaw. All persons are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 

advertised are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

Grow
Your

Business
Call to place your ad!

PLACE
YOUR

AD
TODAY!
377-1866

PUBLIC NOTICE

Minden Planning Com-
mission Meeting

October 5, 2023 – 
10:00 a.m.

Pelican Room - Minden 
City Hall

On the agenda is a 
request from Michelle 
Coleman for a zoning 
variance & setback 
variance on property 
owned by her located 
at 804 Harris Street.  
This property is zoned 
R-3 (Single Family 
Residential). 

The purpose of this 
zoning variance 
request is to place a 
16’x76’ mobile home 
manufactured on 
June 26, 2013 on the 
property.

Legal Description:  
LOT FRONTING 74 
FT. ON HARRIS ST. 
X 80 FT. IN NE/4 OF 
SE/4 SEC. 27-19-9

All interested parties 
will be given a chance 
to be heard.  

September 13, 2023
September 20, 2023
September 27, 2023
Minden Press Herald

Village of Dixie Inn
Public Hearing

September 12, 2023

NOTICE:  THESE 
MINUTES HAVE NOT 
BEEN FORMALLY 
APPROVED BY THE 
CITY COUNCIL.

A public hearing to dis-
cuss the FY 2024/2025 
Community Develop-
ment Block Grant 
Program (LCDBG) was 
held on September 12, 
2023 at 4:45 p.m., at 
the Dixie Inn Village 
Hall with the following 
members present: 
Mayor Donna Hoffoss, 
Aldermen Judy McK-
enzie, Nell Finlay, and 
Lance Milligan. 

Mayor Hoffoss dis-
cussed the village’s 
application submis-
sion for state funding 
through the 2024/2025 
LCDBG Program with 
council members 
and attendees at 
the hearing. Mayor 
Hoffoss asked for com-
ments concerning the 
LCDBG Program. Mike 
Chreene suggested us-
ing the funds to replace 
the village’s three 
sewer lift stations, if 
awarded. He added, 
village residents would 
have no need to 
fear being displaced 
because of the project, 
as the lift stations are 
already in permanent 
locations. Everyone in 
attendance agreed that 
replacing the lift sta-
tions would be a good 
use of the funding, and 
that it would benefit all 
village residents.

There being no further 
comments, the public 
hearing was adjourned. 

ATTEST:

Donna Hoffoss
Mayor

September 27, 2023
Minden Press Herald

MINUTES OF THE 
REGULAR MEETING
WEBSTER PARISH 

POLICE JURY
September 5, 2023

MEMBERS PRESENT:  
Jim Bonsall, Presi-
dent; Steve Ramsey, 
Vice President; Cayla 
Cox, Mike Griffith, 
Steve Lemmons, Vera 
Davison, Bruce Blan-
ton, Daniel Thomas, 
and Adam Lee 
Absent: Randy Thom-
as, Allen Gilbert and 
Beverly Kennon

Mr. Jim Bonsall called 
the meeting to order 
and asked Mr. Steve 
Lemmons to open the 
meeting with prayer.  
Mr. Mike Griffith led 
in the Pledge of Al-
legiance.

Mr. Jim Bonsall then 
asked for additions to 
the agenda. 

Mr. Steve Ramsey 
moved, seconded by 
Mr. Daniel Thomas 
to add E911 board 
appointment to the 
agenda. Motion carried 
unanimously. 

There were no com-
ments from the audi-
ence concerning the 
agenda.

Mr. Steve Lemmons 
moved, seconded 
by Ms. Cayla Cox 
to approve invoices 
for payment pending 
review by juror Steve 
Lemmons.  Motion car-
ried unanimously. 

Mr. Steve Ramsey 
moved, seconded by 
Mr. Adam Lee to adopt 
the minutes of the 
August 1, 2023 Road 
Committee, Finance 
Committee, and Regu-
lar Meeting. Motion 
carried unanimously. 
			 
Mr. Mike Griffith 
moved, seconded 
Mr. Bruce Blanton to 
approve the 2022 Audit 
of Financials presented 
in the August meeting 
by Jennie Henry, Allen, 
Green & Williamson, 
CPA for the Webster 
Parish Police Jury year 
end December 31, 
2022. Motion carried 
unanimously. 

Thomas, Latasha 
Mitchell, Michael Roy, 
and Andy Pender-
grass. Absence(s): 
None. Mayor Cox 
welcomed everyone 
to the meeting. Prayer 
was offered by Andy 
Pendergrass and 
Carlton Myles led the 
Pledge of Allegiance. It 
is noted for the record 
that Mayor Cox al-
lowed both council and 
public comments prior 
to every vote.
     Carlton Myles 
moved to adopt a 
Resolution to Amend 
the City of Minden 
2023-2024 Budget, as 
presented. The motion 
was duly seconded 
by Latasha Mitchell 
and the vote was 
unanimously in favor. 
Abstention(s): None. 
Absence(s): None.
     Andy Pendergrass 
moved to award Bid 
No. 06-2023, 2022-
2023 LCDBG Sewer 
Rehabilitation Project 
#2000720366, to the 
lowest qualified bidder 
meeting all require-
ments. The motion 
was duly seconded by 
Carlton Myles and the 
vote was unanimously 
in favor. Abstention(s): 
None. Absence(s): 
None.
     There being no 
further business, 
the meeting was 
adjourned.

________________
Nick Cox, Mayor

ATTEST:

________________
Michael Fluhr, City 
Clerk

September 27, 2023
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Village of Dixie Inn
Regular Session

September 12, 2023

NOTICE: THESE 
MINUTES HAVE NOT 

BEEN FORMALLY 
APPROVED BY THE 

CITY COUNCIL.

The Mayor and Board 
of Aldermen for the 
Village of Dixie Inn 
met in regular session 
on September 12, 
2023, at 5:00 p.m. in 
the Village Hall, Dixie 
Inn, Louisiana with the 
following members 
present:   Mayor 
Donna Hoffoss, Alder-
men Judy McKenzie, 
Nell Finlay and Lance 
Milligan.

The meeting was 
called to order and the 
invocation and pledge 
of allegiance were 
given.

There were no public 
comments.

Mayor Donna Hoffoss 
welcomed guests.

A motion was made 
by Nell Finlay, and 
seconded by Judy 
McKenzie, to adopt 
the minutes of the 
Regular Session on 
August 8, 2023, and of 
the Special Session on 
August 4, 2023.  Vote 
was unanimous.

 A motion was made 
by Judy McKenzie and 
seconded by Lance 
Milligan to adopt the 
financial statements for 
August 2023. Vote was 
unanimous.

Department Reports:

Mike Chreene reported 
all is well with the 
water department.

Chief Alan Davis 
reported all is well with 
the police department.

New Business

Mr. Carl Thompson ad-
dressed the council on 
the Webster Parish Tax 
Assessor’s office. 

A motion was made by 
Judy McKenzie and 
seconded by Lance 
Milligan, to adopt Res-
olution 0409122023, 
Procurement Policy, 
for 2024-2025 LCDBG 
grant. Vote was unani-
mous.

A motion was made 
by Lance Milligan and 
seconded by Nell Fin-
lay to adopt Resolution 
0509122023, Citizen 
Participation Plan, for 
2024-2025 LCDBG 
grant. Vote was unani-
mous. 

A motion was made 
by Judy McKenzie 
and seconded by Nell 
Finlay to extend the 
hardware warranty 
on body cameras at 
Watch-Guard in the 
amount of $1,650.00 
for the term October 
31, 2023 through 
October 31, 2024. Vote 
was unanimous. 

A motion was made 
by Lance Milligan 
and seconded by Nell 
Finlay to approve using 
Louisiana Department 
of Revenue’s Office 
of Debt Recovery to 
collect outstanding 
balances owed to 
the village. Vote was 
unanimous. 

Mayor Hoffoss intro-
duced Ordinance 76-D, 
to establish pay for the 
new Chief of Police.

Mayor Hoffoss intro-
duced Ordinance 95-A, 
to enter a contract with 
Entergy.

A motion was made 
by Judy McKenzie 
and seconded by Nell 
Finlay to approve the 
purchase of a trailer for 

Ms. Cayla Cox moved, 
seconded by Mr. Adam 
Lee to approve Web-
ster Parish Police Jury 
Resolution
008-2023 approv-
ing the holding of an 
election in Shongaloo 
Fire Protection District 
No. 9 of the Parish of 
Webster, State of Loui-
siana, on Saturday, 
November 18, 2023 to 
authorize the continu-
ation of a special tax 
therein. Motion carried 
unanimously. 		
			 
Mr. Daniel Thomas 
moved, seconded by 
Mr. Bruce Blanton 
to approve Webster 
Parish Police Jury 
Resolution 009-2023 
approving the holding 
of an election in Cullen 
Fire Protection District 
No. 6 of the Parish of 
Webster, State of Loui-
siana, on Saturday, 
November 18, 2023 to 
authorize the incurring 
of debt and issuance of 
bonds therein. Motion 
carried unanimously. 

Ms. Denise Edwards, 
Webster Parish 
Assessor explained 
the Millage Rates for 
2023 and asked for 
questions or concerns. 
There were none. 

Ms. Vera Davison 
moved, seconded by 
Mr. Steve Lemmons 
to adopt the Millage 
Rates for Webster 
Parish for 2023 and 
approve Resolution 
010-2023.  Motion car-
ried unanimously. 

Mr. Daniel Thomas 
moved, seconded by 
Mr. Steve Lemmons 
to approve Recreation 
Funding: District #3-
$1000 Town of Sarepta 
and District #7- $1000 
Village of Dubberly to 
overlay Brushwood 
Drive in Dubberly. 
Motion carried unani-
mously. 

Mr. Daniel Thomas 
moved, seconded by 
Mr. Bruce Blanton 
to approve Board 
Appointments for Ever-
green Fire Protection 
District to reappoint 
Denise G. Miller to 
a two- year term to 
expire 12/31/2025. 
Motion carried unani-
mously. 

Mr. Steve Ramsey 
moved, seconded by 
Mr. Mike Griffith to ap-
prove Board Appoint-
ment for the Webster 
Parish Communication 
District E911 to appoint 
Dr. Shannon Spigener 
to replace Mr. Ray 
Brown, term to expire 
12/31/2025. Motion 
carried unanimously. 

COMMENTS:
Melinda Davidson		
WPOCS Director
Wanda Finley		
HeadStart Director
Serena Gray		
WP C.V.B. (Tourism)
Christie Cox		
WP Coroner/Allen 
Mosley
COL. Carl Thompson		
Webster Parish Asses-
sor/Denise Edwards
John Monzingo		
LSU/AG
Brian Williams		
OHSEP Director
Angie Chapman		
E911 Director
Senator Robert Mills
Judge Sherburne 
Sentell

Mr. Adam Bass, Candi-
date for State Senate 
addressed the jury. 
Ms. Dorothy Hender-
son, concerned citizen 
had questions about 
private property. 
Ms. Tan Grisby, Can-
didate for Police Jury 
District 10, addressed 
the jury.
Ms. Nancy Hines, Can-
didate for Police Jury 
District 8, addressed 
the jury.

Mr. Steve Ramsey 
moved, seconded by 
Mr. Steve Lemmons 
to approve the action 
taken at the Road 
Committee Meeting 
held earlier today. 
Motion carried unani-
mously.

Mr. Mike Griffith 
moved, seconded by 
Mr. Daniel Thomas 
to approve the action 
taken at the Finance 
Committee Meeting 
held earlier today.  
Motion carried unani-
mously.  

Mr. Jim Bonsall then 
gave Presidents’ clos-
ing remarks. 

There being no further 
business to bring 
before the Jury, the 
meeting adjourned.

_______/s/________
Lisa C. Balkom
Secretary-Treasurer

_______/s/________
Jim Bonsall
President
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PROCEEDING OF 
THE VILLAGE OF 
HEFLIN, STATE 
OF LOUISIANA, 
TAKEN IN REGULAR 
MEETING HELD ON 
AUGUST 3, 2023.

     The Heflin Town 
Council met at Town 
Hall, Heflin, Louisiana 
beginning at 7:38 
pm with the following 
members present: 
Mayor Ralph James 
council members Matt 
Austin, Hallie DeMoss, 
Robert Stachowicz, 
and Village Clerk 
Sherry Limosnero. 
Absent Water System 

Operator Jesse Wil-
liamson.
       The meeting was 
opened with prayer 
offered by Matt Austin 
and Robert Stachowicz 
led the Pledge of Al-
legiance.  Mayor Ralph 
James welcomed ev-
eryone to the meeting.          
      Upon motion by 
Matt Austin and duly 
seconded by Robert 
Stachowicz, the council 
adopted the Minutes 
from July 13, 2023  at 
Council Regular Meet-
ing held on August 3, 
2023 as presented; the 
motion was approved 
unanimously. 
Robert Stachowicz 
moved to accept the 
July, 2023 Operating 
Financial Statements 
as presented; the mo-
tion was duly seconded 
by Hallie DeMoss.  The 
motion was approved 
unanimously.
     Upon motion by 
Hallie DeMoss and 
duly seconded by Matt 
Austin, the council 
unanimously approved 
Water System Reports 
for July, 2023.
Matt Austin moved to 
accept the July, 2023 
Police Department 
Reports as presented; 
the motion was duly 
seconded by Robert 
Stachowicz.  The 
motion was approved 
unanimously.
Robert Stachowicz 
moved to accept the 
July, 2023 ARP Report 
as presented; the mo-
tion was duly seconded 
by Hallie DeMoss.  The 
motion was approved 
unanimously.
     Council comments 
were heard, public 
comments were heard.  
There being no further 
business to come 
before this Council, 
meeting adjourned by 
Council Member Hallie 
DeMoss.

Attest by:
Sherry Limosnero
LCMC, Village Clerk
Respectfully posted: 
8/9/2023
Adopted:
Publish:

September 27, 2023
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Village of Dixie Inn
Special Session

September 15, 2023

NOTICE: THESE 
MINUTES HAVE NOT 

BEEN FORMALLY 
APPROVED BY THE 

CITY COUNCIL.

The Mayor and Board 
of Aldermen for the 
Village of Dixie Inn met 
in special session on 
September 15, 2023 at 
5:00 P.M. in the Village 
Hall, Dixie Inn, Louisi-
ana with the following 
members present:  
Mayor Donna Hoffoss, 
Aldermen Judy McK-
enzie, Nell Finlay, and 
Lance Milligan.

The meeting was 
called to order.

There were no com-
ments or additions 
to the agenda as 
presented.

Mayor Hoffoss wel-
comed guests.

New Business:

A motion was made 
by Lance Milligan, and 
seconded by Judy 
McKenzie, to change 
the village’s phone 
service to First Net. 
Vote on the motion 
was unanimous. 

A motion was made 
by Judy McKenzie 
to approve entering 
a two-year contract 
with True Blue Speed 
Enforcement/Photo 
Capture, that was sec-
onded by Nell Finlay. 
Vote on the motion 
was unanimous. 

A motion was made 
by Nell Finlay, and 
seconded by Judy 
McKenzie, to table 
the introduction of 
Ordinance 99-F, which 
would change overtime 
wages and increase 
longevity pay for the 
police department, and 
establish a pay scale 
for newly hired officers, 
until the next meeting. 
Vote on the motion 
was unanimous.

Mayor Hoffoss intro-
duced Ordinance 71-J, 
which would increase 
the longevity pay to 
4% for all other hourly 
employees. 

There was no old busi-
ness to discuss.

There being no further 
business, a motion 
to adjourn was made 
by Nell Finlay and 
seconded by Judy 
McKenzie.  Vote on the 
motion was unani-
mous.

ATTEST:

Donna Hoffoss
Mayor

September 27, 2023
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PROCEEDINGS 
OF THE CITY OF 
MINDEN, STATE OF 
LOUISIANA, TAKEN 
IN SPECIAL SESSION 
HELD ON SEPTEM-
BER 13, 2023

     The Minden City 
Council met at City 
Hall, Minden, Louisi-
ana, beginning at 8:00 
a.m. with the following 
members present: 
Mayor Nick Cox, 
Carlton Myles, Levon 

the maintenance de-
partment in the amount 
of $6,120.50 from the 
Healthy Communities 
grant.

A motion was made 
by Lance Milligan and 
seconded by Judy 
McKenzie to approve 
the purchase of a 
computer for the water 
department with a 
$2,000.00 cap. Vote 
was unanimous. 

There being no old 
business, a motion was 
made by Judy McKen-
zie and seconded by 
Nell Finlay to adjourn.

Attest:

Donna Hoffoss
Mayor

September 27, 2023
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(318) 505-3318
• Painting
• Siding
• Backsplash

• Drywall
• Dump Trailer Rental

• Flooring

Any

Small J
obs EloySosa

September 27, 2023
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LA Fogata Steakhouse 
LLC D/B/A LA Fogata 
Steakhouse is applying 
to the Office of Alcohol 
& Tobacco Control of 
the State of Louisiana 
for a permit to sell 
beverages of high and 
low alcohol content at 
retail in the Parish of 
Webster at the follow-
ing address:

507 Main Street
Minden, LA 71055

LA Fogata Steakhouse 
LLC

D/B/A LA Fogata 
Steakhouse

Owner: Marcos 
Villegas Hernandez
Member: Habacu 

Morales

September 27, 2023
October 4, 2023
Minden Press Herald
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Come feed your soul in Louisiana with
a one-of-a-kind, close-to-home, far-from-ordinary
road trip you’ll never forget. Louisiana is a trip.
Plan one today with a wide collection of itineraries
at LouisianaIsATrip.com.

FEATURING: POVERTY POINT STATE PARK

HAVE 
YOUR PET 

SPAYED 
OR 

NEUTERED

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE

CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, 
install and activate the generator with a participating 
dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

(855) 649-6863

             7-year Extended Warranty* – A $735 Value!FREE

Whether you are home or away, 
protect what matters most from 
unexpected power outages with a 
Generac Home Standby Generator.

FOLLOWING IS A LIST OF PRECINCTS AND POLLING LOCATIONS THAT WILL BE USED FOR THE ELECTIONS 
TO BE HELD OCTOBER 14, 2023 AND NOVEMBER 7, 2023. 

1  SPRINGHILL CIVIC CENTER    101 MACHEN DR     SPRINGHILL 
1A  SPRINGHILL CIVIC CENTER    101 MACHEN DR     SPRINGHILL 
2  SPRINGHILL CIVIC CENTER    101 MACHEN DR     SPRINGHILL 
2A  SPRINGHILL CIVIC CENTER    101 MACHEN DR     SPRINGHILL 
2B  SPRINGHILL CIVIC CENTER    101 MACHEN DR     SPRINGHILL 
3  SPRINGHILL CIVIC CENTER    101 MACHEN DR     SPRINGHILL 
4  SPRINGHILL CIVIC CENTER    101 MACHEN DR     SPRINGHILL 
5  SPRINGHILL CIVIC CENTER    101 MACHEN DR     SPRINGHILL 
6  CULLEN MUNICIPAL BUILDING   405 COYLE AVE    CULLEN 
8  SAREPTA COMMUNITY BUILDING    210 VINES ST    SAREPTA 
9  NEW SHONGALOO CIVIC CENTER    119 HWY ALT 2    SHONGALOO 
9A  NEW SHONGALOO CIVIC CENTER    119 HWY ALT 2    SHONGALOO 
10  NEW SHONGALOO CIVIC CENTER    119 HWY ALT 2    SHONGALOO 
11  SAREPTA COMMUNITY BUILDING    210 VINES ST    SAREPTA 
12  NORTH WEBSTER UPPER ELEMENTARY   6245 HIGHWAY 160   COTTON VALLEY 
13  NORTH WEBSTER UPPER ELEMENTARY  6245 HIGHWAY 160   COTTON VALLEY 
14  EVERGREEN VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPT  1853 EVERGREEN RD    MINDEN 
15  PLEASANT VALLEY UMC ACTIVITIES BLDG  16835 HWY 371    MINDEN 
16  MINDEN COMMUNITY HOUSE   711 GLADNEY ST    MINDEN 
17  J E HARPER PATHWAY TO EXCELLENCE SCHOOL 618 GERMANTOWN RD    MINDEN 
17A  J E HARPER PATHWAY TO EXCELLENCE SCHOOL 618 GERMANTOWN RD    MINDEN 
17B  J E HARPER PATHWAY TO EXCELLENCE SCHOOL 618 GERMANTOWN RD    MINDEN 
17C  J E HARPER PATHWAY TO EXCELLENCE SCHOOL 618 GERMANTOWN RD    MINDEN 
18  WEBSTER COURTHOUSE ANNEX (WEST ENTRANCE) 401 MAIN ST    MINDEN 
18A  WEBSTER COURTHOUSE ANNEX (WEST ENTRANCE) 401 MAIN ST    MINDEN 
22  MINDEN CIVIC CENTER    520 BROADWAY ST    MINDEN 
22A  MINDEN CIVIC CENTER    520 BROADWAY ST    MINDEN 
24  MINDEN CIVIC CENTER    520 BROADWAY ST   MINDEN 
24A  MINDEN CIVIC CENTER    520 BROADWAY ST   MINDEN 
25  PHILLIPS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL   811 DURWOOD DR                                                 MINDEN 
25A  PHILLIPS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL   811 DURWOOD DR                                                 MINDEN 
26  MINDEN CIVIC CENTER    520 BROADWAY ST    MINDEN 
27  MINDEN CIVIC CENTER    520 BROADWAY ST    MINDEN 
28  MINDEN COMMUNITY HOUSE   711 GLADNEY ST    MINDEN 
29  J E HARPER PATHWAY TO EXCELLENCE SCHOOL 618 GERMANTOWN RD    MINDEN 
29A  J E HARPER PATHWAY TO EXCELLENCE SCHOOL 618 GERMANTOWN RD    MINDEN 
31  MINDEN COMMUNITY HOUSE   711 GLADNEY ST    MINDEN 
31A  MINDEN COMMUNITY HOUSE   711 GLADNEY ST    MINDEN 
32  DUBBERLY FIRE STATION    838 HIGHWAY 532    DUBBERLY 
33  MINDEN CIVIC CENTER    520 BROADWAY ST    MINDEN 
34  MINDEN CIVIC CENTER    520 BROADWAY ST    MINDEN 
35  SIBLEY CIVIC CENTER    127 SE FOURTH AVE   SIBLEY 
36  DUBBERLY FIRE STATION    838 HIGWAY 532    DUBBERLY 
38  HEFLIN CIVIC CENTER    116 N MAIN ST    HEFLIN 
39  HEFLIN CIVIC CENTER    116 N MAIN ST    HEFLIN 
40  SIBLEY CIVIC CENTER    127 SE FOURTH AVE   SIBLEY 
41  DOYLINE HIGH SCHOOL    376 COLLEGE ST     DOYLINE 
42  DOYLINE HIGH SCHOOL    376 COLLEGE ST     DOYLINE 
43  FIRE DISTRICT #7, FIRE STATION #5   11217 HIGHWAY 80     MINDEN 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF ELECTION 
PARISH OF WEBSTER 
Holli Vining, President 
Angela F. Hall, Registrar of Voters 

As published in the Minden Press Herald on September 27, 2023. 

September 27, 2023
Minden Press Herald

September 27, 2023
Minden Press-Herald

September 27, 2023
Minden Press-Herald

September 27, 2023
October 4, 2023
Minden Press-Herald

EARLY VOTING SCHEDULE
OCTOBER 14, 2023

        REGISTRAR OF VOTERS 
OFFICE

WEBSTER PARISH COURTHOUSE
410 Main St., Minden

Saturday, September 30th  - 
Saturday, October 7th  

Excluding Sunday
8:30 AM until 6:00 PM

---------------------------------------------
SPRINGHILL CIVIC CENTER
101 Machen Dr., Springhill

Saturday, September 30th  - 
Saturday, October 7th 

Excluding Sunday
8:30 AM until 6:00 PM

To view your sample ballot and obtain 
additional information

regarding voting and elections visit 
www.GeauxVote.com or contact your 

local Registrar of Voters office at 
377-9272.

GARAGE SALE
905 Claiborne Street
October 6th and 7th

7 am until....
Furniture, tools, odds 

and ends, Fall and 
Christmas decor
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Connect Anywhere, 
Anytime.

CALL TODAY (844) 621-9931

• Medicaid
• SNAP
• SSI
• WIC

• Veterans Pension
• Survivors or Lifeline Benefits
• Tribal Assistance Program
• Housing Assistance
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Fun &
          Games

 



                                         Your Ad | Two Newspapers | 
                             Two Websites | All Business
 
                                   Scan the QR Code to get started     

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Bossier Press-Tribune                                                            Where Local Business Gets Done.
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THE TIE BREAKER: TOTAL POINTS OF 
South Carolina vs. TennesseeSouth Carolina vs. Tennessee

1. ________________
2. ________________
3. ________________
4. ________________
5. ________________
6. ________________
7. ________________
8. ________________
9. ________________
10. _______________

11. _______________
12. _______________
13. _______________
14. _______________
15. _______________
16._______________
17._______________
18._______________
19._______________
20._______________

2. Huntington 2. Huntington 
vs. Mindenvs. Minden

18. Steelers vs. Texans18. Steelers vs. Texans

19. Raiders vs. 19. Raiders vs. 
ChargersChargers

17.  Bengals vs. 17.  Bengals vs. 
TitansTitans

20. Patriots vs. 20. Patriots vs. 
CowboysCowboys

10. Baylor vs. 10. Baylor vs. 
UCFUCF

11. LSU vs. Ole Miss11. LSU vs. Ole Miss

16. Broncos vs. Bears16. Broncos vs. Bears

13. Alabama vs. Mississippi State13. Alabama vs. Mississippi State

 7. Clemson 7. Clemson 
vs. vs. 

SyracuseSyracuse

  8. Alabama - 8. Alabama - 
Birmingham vs. TulaneBirmingham vs. Tulane

9. Houston vs. 9. Houston vs. 
Texas TechTexas Tech

3. Lincoln Prep vs. Lakeside3. Lincoln Prep vs. Lakeside10. Baylor vs. UCF10. Baylor vs. UCF

1. Glenbrook vs. Arcadia1. Glenbrook vs. Arcadia 6. Louisiana - Lafayette  vs. Minnesota6. Louisiana - Lafayette  vs. Minnesota

12. Notre Dame vs. Duke12. Notre Dame vs. Duke

4. USC vs. 4. USC vs. 
ColoradoColorado

15. Dolphins vs. Bills15. Dolphins vs. Bills

14. Grambling vs. Prairie View A&M14. Grambling vs. Prairie View A&M

5. Texas A&M vs. Arkansas5. Texas A&M vs. Arkansas
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