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MISS MINDEN

WILL PHILLIPS/PRESS-HERALD PHOTO
The Young Women’s Service Club hosted the Miss Minden and Miss Spirit of Fasching Scholarship Competition which saw eight young 
women competing in a variety of categories to see who would be crowned. This year’s title of Miss Minden was awarded to Maison Wil-
banks, the title of Miss Spirit of Fasching was awarded to Hannah Reeder, and the title of Miss Minden Outstanding Teen was awarded to 
Izzy Gray.

Wilbanks crowned Miss Minden
WILL PHILLIPS
Minden Press-Herald

Saturday night the Miss 
Minden & Miss Spirit of 
Fasching Scholarship 
Competition, hosted 
by the Young Women’s 
Service Club, took place 
where eight young wom-
en competed in a variety 
of different categories in 
order to determine who 

would be the best fit to 
represent our town with 
the titles of Miss Minden, 
Miss Spirit of Fasching, 
and Outstanding Teen. 
The Mistress of Ceremo-
nies for this year’s event 
was none other than Miss 
Louisiana 2023, Maken-
zie Scroggs.

After three rounds of 
competition in talent, fit-
ness, and evening gowns, 

the judges selected 
Maison Wilbanks to be 
crowned as the 71st Miss 
Minden. Shortly after be-
ing granted the title of 
Miss Minden, Wilbanks 
had this to say. 

“I’m feeling so proud, 
honored, and blessed, 
and just want to say thank 
you so much to God for 
giving me this opportu-
nity. Always keep in mind 
1 Peter 3:3-4: That it’s not 
about the gold you wear 
and the clothing that you 
wear, but it’s what’s with-

in your heart, and I just 
empower every young 
girl out there that that’s 
all that matters,” said Wil-
banks.

The other coveted ti-
tle these young women 
were competing for was 
one that represents Min-
den’s German heritage, 
that being Miss Spirit of 
Fasching. The judges de-
termined this year’s Miss 
Spirit of Fasching to be 
Hannah Reeder. When it 
came to the three young 
women competing for 

the title of Miss Minden 
Outstanding Teen, the 
judges awarded the title 
to Izzy Gray. 

In the teen category the 
Miss Congeniality and 
Talent Awards went to 
Izzy Gray and the fitness 
award went to Landry 
Edwards. In the Miss 
Minden Pageant it was a 
blowout with Miss Con-
geniality, Talent, and the 
newly added category of 
the Hannah McFarland 
Style Award all awarded 

Izzy Gray crowned Miss 
Minden Outstanding Teen

ELECTION

AMBER MCDOWN
Minden Press-Herald

Louisiana residents are 
gearing up for the Guber-
natorial Primary election 
scheduled for November 
18, 2023. The polls will 
be open from 7 AM until 
8 PM on that day, giving 
voters the opportunity to 
cast their ballots.

In addition to the gu-
bernatorial primary, sev-
eral statewide positions 
are in a runoff, with the 
outcomes to be deter-
mined on November 18. 
These include:

Secretary of State: 
Gwen Collins-Greenup 
and Nancy Landry are vy-
ing for this role.

Attorney General: 
Lindsy Cheek and Liz 
Baker Murrill are the can-
didates.

Treasurer: John Flem-
ing and Dustin Granger 
are competing for this po-
sition.

Board of Elementary 
and Secondary Education 
(BESE) for District 4: Sta-
cey Melerine and Emma 
Shepard are the candi-
dates in this runoff.

Furthermore, there are 
four proposed constitu-
tional amendments on 
the November 18 ballot:

Amendment No. 1: This 
amendment clarifies the 
timing of the governor’s 
action on a bill. A “yes” 
vote would allow the leg-
islature to reconsider ve-
toed bills without needing 

Louisiana 
Gubernatorial 
Primary 
election set for 
November 18, 
2023

WILL PHILLIPS
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Year after year the Joe 
LeBlanc Food Pantry, 
with their Feed a Fam-
ily Program, works to en-
sure everyone in the lo-
cal community can have 
great holiday meals to 
share with loved ones, 
and year after year citi-
zens of Minden step up 
to help donate and pack 
bags to help make it hap-
pen.

“This is our 10th year 
to do the Feed a Fam-
ily sponsorship program. 
Thanks to our supporters, 
we have been able to pro-
vide 10,200 holiday meals 
in the past 10 years,” said 
Jessica Lewis, director 
of the Joe LeBlanc Food 
Pantry.

“We hit our Thanksgiv-
ing goal of 600 families 
sponsored on November 
4 after a very generous 
donation from Mercy’s 

Closet! We actually had 
just over 70 individuals 
and businesses that col-
lectively covered all 600 
sponsorships. Because 
we hit our goal so early 
we have already started 
on Christmas and, as of 
today, we are at 74 out of 
600 sponsored.” 

Thanksgiving distribu-
tion will be held on No-
vember 18, and Christmas 
will be held on December 
16 from 9 AM until 11 AM. 
Families in need can still 
sign up for the Christmas 
distribution, but spots 
are currently filled for the 
Thanksgiving distribu-
tion. 

Ideally, they would like 
for Christmas sponsor-
ships to be in by Decem-
ber 11.

For those still looking 
to sponsor a family and 
help the pantry reach 
their goal for Christmas 

10th Annual Joe LeBlanc’s 
Feed a Family Program 
already working toward 
Christmas goal

COMMUNITYLIONS CLUB

AMBER MCDOWN
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On November 9, 
Sara McDaniel, a well-
known figure in Min-
den’s home renovation 
scene, graced the noon 
Lions Club meeting as 
the guest speaker. Mc-
Daniel, recently fea-

tured on Magnolia Net-
work’s “In with the Old” 
for her renovation of 
the Fuller-White house, 
captivated the audience 
with her journey.

Originally from Sprin-
ghill, McDaniel, after 
pursuing a career in 
education for fifteen 
years, found herself 

drawn back to Louisi-
ana. Reflecting on her 
unexpected path, she 
shared, “Now I get the 
incredible privilege of 
investing in Minden 
and helping to make 
our town better.”

In 2014, McDaniel 
felt a Calling to return 

COURTESY PHOTO
Sara McDaniel spoke at the Lions Club on November 9, sharing the story of 
her journey from teacher to nationally-known home renovator.

Renowned home renovator Sara 
McDaniel shares inspirational journey

AMBER MCDOWN
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Central Elementary 
School paid tribute to vet-
erans in a heartfelt Veter-
ans Day program held on 
November 10. The event, 
organized by the school’s 
Veterans Day program 
committee, aimed to 
honor and appreciate the 
dedicated service of mili-
tary personnel.

The ceremony com-
menced with a solemn 
Presentation of Colors 
by cadets from the Youth 
Challenge Program at 
Camp Minden. The Na-
tional Anthem was fol-
lowed by the recitation of 
the Pledge of Allegiance 
by Savannah Kirk, the 
Dragon Pledge, led by 
Laramie Daniels, and a 
prayer, led by Emerson 

EDUCATION

Central 
Elementary 
honors 
veterans 
in moving 
ceremony
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Lee.
Distinguished mem-

bers of various military 
services – including the 
Army, Navy, Air Force, 
Marines, National Guard, 
and Coast Guard – were 
individually acknowl-
edged during an armed 
forces medley. Each ser-
vice member was asked 
to stand as their branch’s 
anthem played, the mo-
ment recognizing their 
commitment.

The spotlight then shift-
ed to the winners of the 
5th grade essay contest, 
Eastyn Pate and Gracey 
Reynolds, who expressed 
the significance of hon-
oring veterans. Pate con-

veyed, “I will always be 
grateful for the sacrifices 
they made for me,” while 
Reynolds emphasized, “I 
also honor veterans be-
cause they sacrificed time 
with their families.”

U.S. Army Chaplain Rev. 
Keith Adcock, the distin-
guished guest speaker, 
echoed these sentiments, 
underscoring the sacrific-
es made by both veterans 
and their families. Adcock 
extended gratitude to the 
families, acknowledging 
the hardships they en-
dure during separations 
from their loved ones.

Addressing the stu-
dents, Adcock encour-
aged them to recognize 
veterans in their commu-
nity, identifiable by the 

distinctive caps indicating 
their branch of service. 
He urged the students to 
express gratitude, stating, 
“Go up to them and tell 
them ‘thank you for your 
service, for keeping me 
free.’”

The program conclud-
ed with a rendition of “My 
Country ‘Tis of Thee” per-
formed by 2nd grade stu-
dents. A reception featur-
ing cake and punch was 
held afterward to honor 
the veterans and their 
families.

Principal Lee expressed 
gratitude to Ms. Bailey 
Lovitt, teacher and chair 
of the Veterans Day pro-
gram committee, for her 
outstanding efforts in or-
chestrating this tribute.
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Central Elementary School paid tribute to veterans in a heartfelt Veterans Day 
program held on November 10, with songs, readings of essays, and expressions 
of gratitude.



to this year’s Miss Min-

den Maison Wilbanks. 

The host of the Miss 

Minden Pageant, the 

Young Women’s Service 

Club would like to ex-

press their thanks to the 

sponsors who made this 

event possible. The em-

erald sponsors include 

TG Companies and De-

fiance Energy Services, 

LLC. The gold spon-

sors include Carroway 

Pre-Owned, b1Bank, 

and Timberland Ser-

vices. The silver spon-

sors include Waltman 

Law Firm, Mondays 

Oilfield, Webster Parish 

Journal, Bienville Par-

ish Journal, Holiday Inn, 

Brown Chrysler Dodge, 

Citizens Bank and Trust, 

and Cindy Walker, Miss 

Minden 1972. 

a separate veto session 

if the legislature is still in 

session.

Amendment No. 2: 

Amendment No. 2 seeks 

to remove provisions in 

the Constitution of Loui-

siana that created inac-

tive special funds within 

the state treasury. A “yes” 

vote would result in the 

removal of funds from 

these inactive programs 

and place the funds in the 

state general fund. The in-

active programs include 

Atchafalaya Basin Con-

servation Fund, Higher 

Education Louisiana 

Partnership Fund, Mil-

lennium Leverage Fund, 

Agricultural and Seafood 

Products Support Fund, 

First Use Tax Trust Fund, 

and Louisiana Investment 

Fund for Enhancement.

Amendment No. 3: 

This amendment autho-

rizes the local governing 

authority of a parish to 

provide ad valorem tax 

exemptions for qualified 

first responders. A “yes” 

vote would empower lo-

cal parish authorities 

to grant ad valorem tax 

exemptions for first re-

sponders in their parish.

Amendment No. 4: 

Amendment No. 4 au-

thorizes the legislature, 

after securing a two-

thirds vote, to use up to 

$250,000,000 from the 

Revenue Stabilization 

Trust Fund to alleviate 

a budget deficit. A “yes” 

vote would mean that, 

under specific conditions 

outlined in the law, the 

legislature, with a suc-

cessful two-thirds vote in 

each house, could access 

up to $250,000,000 from 

the Revenue Stabilization 

Trust Fund to address 

budget deficits.

Louisiana residents are 

encouraged to participate 

in the election and con-

sider these proposed con-

stitutional amendments, 

as they will have a signifi-

cant impact on the state’s 

governance and finances. 

Make your voice heard on 

November 18, 2023.

distribution, a sponsor-
ship is $25 and the food 
pantry has a plethora of 
ways to donate including 
PayPal (@JLFP318), Ven-
mo (@Joe-LeBlanc-22), 
or by texting JLFPFAF to 
the number 44321. For 
those who simply want to 
send them a check, fill it 
out to JLFP, located at 814 
Constable Street, Minden 
Louisiana 71055.

Another way people 
can help out is by taking 
part in local food drives. 
“Part of the way we offset 
the cost of the meals is by 
having local businesses 
and schools participate 
in food drives. Whatever 
they collect, we don’t 
have to go out and pur-
chase to put in the bags,” 
said Lewis. 

Right now Minden High 
School and J.L. Jones Ele-

mentary School both have 
school-wide canned food 
drives going on, so those 
with students attending 
those schools have an av-
enue to contribute. 

Carroway Pre-Owned 
on Highway 531 is hosting 
a local food drive as well, 
going so far as to create 
scratch-off tickets as re-
wards for donating which 
can contain different 
prizes such as a car wash 

or an oil change.
Regardless of how little 

or how much, there are 
many ways to help make a 
difference during this up-
coming holiday season. 
Every family deserves a 
festive meal on these oc-
casions, and Minden is 
blessed with a proactive 
community that rises to 
the challenge of helping 
one another in times of 
need. 

to Louisiana, which she 
initially resisted. How-
ever, she was led to a 
1929 cottage on McDon-
ald Street in Minden.

“I knew, in that mo-
ment, that that house 
was supposed to be 
mine,” said McDaniel. It 
took McDaniel almost 
two years to persuade 
the owners to sell her 
the house. 

Documenting the 
renovation under the 
name Simply Southern 
Cottage on social media, 
McDaniel never antici-
pated the transformative 
impact it would have on 
her life.

The renovation, un-
dertaken after a chal-
lenging divorce, became 
a symbol of rediscovered 
joy for McDaniel. “The 
Lord has just redeemed 
my story in miraculous 
ways,” she expressed. “I 
painted my door yellow 
because I wanted my 
home to be an outward 
display of the joy I have 
in my heart. Now that 
yellow door has turned 
into opportunities that I 
could not have dreamed 
up.”

McDaniel’s journey 
gained traction on social 
media, attracting atten-
tion from professional 
renovation circles, lead-
ing to partnerships, 
advertising offers, and 
features in prestigious 
publications.

Her influence even 
reached HGTV’s Home-
town Kickstart, featur-
ing Minden as a high-
lighted town. Cottages 
& Bungalows magazine 
approached McDan-
iel in 2021, showcas-
ing her Spanish Court 

apartments project over 
a year. The exposure 
brought national and 
international interest to 
Minden, with visitors 
coming to explore the 
Villas at Spanish Court 
and Minden.

The most recent of 
McDaniel’s accomplish-
ments was the Magno-
lia Network television 
special showcasing the 
renovation of the Full-
er-White house, now 
known as the Mysteri-
ous Yellow House. The 
special, featuring other 
notable figures like May-
or Nick Cox and Coun-
cilman Buddy Myles, 
highlights Minden’s 
charm.

Throughout her jour-
ney, McDaniel credits 
the collaborative efforts 
of individuals and com-
panies involved in her 
projects. “I couldn’t do it 
without them,” she em-
phasized.

McDaniel’s love for 
Minden has deepened 
with each project, and 
she expressed a desire 
for others to share in 
that sentiment. 

“Through all of this, I 
have fallen deeper and 
deeper in love with Min-
den,” said McDaniel. 
“The longer I live here, 
the more I love our town 
and the more I want 
people to come here. I 
want every single per-
son to love Minden like I 
love Minden.”

The Lions Club, locat-
ed at 119 Pine Street, has 
interesting speakers ev-
ery Thursday. This ser-
vice club, whose motto 
is “We Serve,” is open 
to new members who 
enjoy serving their com-
munity.

Send us your news at
newsroom@press-herald.com
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Rita Jean Tuey 
Gray

A graveside service for Rita Jean 

Tuey Gray, will be held Saturday, 

November 18, 2023, at 10:00 a.m. 

at Minden Cemetery in Minden, 

Louisiana. 

Mrs. Gray was born July 31, 1944, in Monroe, Louisi-

ana and entered her Heavenly home October 5, 2023, 

in Shreveport, Louisiana, at the age of 79. She was a 

long-time resident of Minden, Louisiana. She will al-

ways be remembered for greeting you with a smile and 

a hug, and the unconditional love she showed towards 

her friends and family. 

She was preceded in death by her husband, Travis D. 

Gray, Sr., parents, Seymour and Blanche Tuey, brother, 

Ronald Wayne Tuey, granddaughter, Jamee Sheppard, 

and grandson, Nathan Moseley. 

She is survived by her children, Samantha Meek and 

husband Jeffery Meek, Tabitha Whitehead, Jonelle Rid-

dell, Travis D. Gray, Jr. and wife Karamie Gray, and An-

nette Moseley; grandchildren, Kimberlee Sheppard, 

Trent Meek, Natalie Moseley, Jacob Whitehead, Pres-

ton Riddell, Hayden Whitehead, Travis Riddell, Travis 

D. Gray, III, and Claudia Gray; and a host of nieces, 

nephews, and cousins.

MINDEN
Continued from Page 1
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Continued from Page 1

VOTE
Continued from Page 1

FEED
Continued from Page 1

Henry Bridges
 (12/19/50 - 11/10/23) 

Henry Watson Bridges, 72, of 
Minden, LA, passed away peace-
fully on Fri, Nov 10, 2023. He was 
born on Dec 19, 1950. Henry was 
a beloved husband, father, “Hoot”, 
brother and friend and touched 

the lives of many with his warmth, kindness, and faith. 
Family was the most cherished thing to him. He also 
blessed several with his woodworking talents during 
his retirement years. 

He is survived by his wife, Kathy, children, Heather 
Bridges Bush (Andy), Rachael Bridges Lachney (Mi-
chael) and Lee Bridges (Erin). He is also survived by 
his grandchildren, Nate and Macy Bush, Hayden and 
Madeline Chreene, Braylon and Briar Bridges. He is 
survived by his sister, Leah Bridges Miller. They will all 
cherish his memory and his never-ending dad jokes, 
and continue to be inspired by his legacy.

 Born and raised in Minden, Louisiana, Henry grad-
uated from Minden High School in 1968 and from 
Northeast Louisiana University in 1972 with an Educa-
tion degree. After teaching briefly, he started his career 
in banking at Bastrop National Bank in Bastrop, Louisi-

ana. Henry had a long and successful career in banking 
from 1975-2015, when he retired. He served on many 
volunteer boards, held positions of leadership, not only 
at his banks, but at church, Chambers of Commerce, 
Lions Club, Industrial and Economic Development 
Boards and in fund-raising for United Way, Boy Scouts 
and many others. He had a profound impact on his 
community through service and other contributions.

 Friends and family remember him as social and out-
going - he never met a stranger. Most comment on his 
unwavering faith in the Lord and his abundant joy in 
his Christian walk. He was very confident in his Eter-
nal Homecoming, right until the end. He enjoyed golf, 
hunting, woodworking and most of all, time with his 
family, especially his grandchildren. 

A memorial service to celebrate Henry Watson 
Bridges’ life was held on Monday, November 13, 2023, 
at First Baptist Church in Minden, Louisiana. Visitation 
began at 12:00p, with the service followed at 2:00pm. 
The family requests that in lieu of flowers, donations be 
made to one of the following.

 First Baptist Church 301 Pennsylvania Avenue Min-
den, LA 71055 https://www.firstminden.org/ 

St. Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital 262 Danny 
Thomas Place Memphis, TN 38105 https://stjude.org 

HUB Urban Ministries 608 Cotton Street Shreveport, 
LA 71101 https://thehubministry.org/

Janice Anita Bell
Janice Anita Bell was born to El-

ton and Marietta (Swan) Miles on 
November 9, 1941, in Holcomb, 
Missouri. Janice passed away on 
November 11, 2023, in Minden, 
Louisiana.

She is preceded in death by her 
parents, three brothers, Johnny, 

Jackie Don, and Michael, and one sister, Rietta.
On June 27, 1959, she was united in marriage to Jim-

my Lee Bell. During their sixty-four years of marriage, 
they raised two children and welcomed six grandchil-
dren and four great-grandchildren – all were the love 
of her life.

Raised on a farm in the Bootheel of Missouri, Janice 
knew the value of hard work. After she and Jim were 
married, she was the first of her siblings to obtain a pro-
fessional license. She began her cosmetology career in 
Missouri, but in 1966, Jim’s work in law enforcement 
took them to West Memphis, Arkansas, where she con-
tinued her career for twenty more years.

Upon retirement in 1986, they moved to Sarepta, 
Louisiana, where they served their community in 
their church. Janice also enjoyed her time as a sub-

stitute teacher. She loved to cook and was known for 
her canned jellies, preserves, and assortment of home-
made pies. She was happiest when she was tending to 
her grandchildren as they were growing up and was es-
pecially proud to welcome great grandchildren.

She is survived by her husband, Jim, daughter Judith 
Hefner, and husband, Joe of San Antonio, TX, son, Bri-
an Bell, and wife, Leslie of Stamps, AR. 

Grandchildren Lee Bray, wife Karly and their daugh-
ter, Lluvi Rose of Longview, TX; Evan Bray, wife Han-
nah and their daughter, Hollis of West Monroe, LA; 
Reid Bray, fiancé Angelica and son, Aiden of Calhoun, 
LA; Reagan Bell, wife Colleen and their son, Kayce, of 
Marshall, AR; Conner Bell of Little Rock, AR and Saw-
yer Bell of Stamps, AR. 

She is also survived by a sister, Jolene Hicks of Sarep-
ta, LA, and one brother, Reggie Miles, and wife, Pene of 
Panama City Beach, FL, in addition to a host of nieces, 
nephews, and life-long friends.

A Celebration of Life will be held at 3:00 o’clock in 
the afternoon on Thursday, November 16, 2023, at New 
Sarepta Baptist Church. No graveside services will be 
held. In lieu of flowers, the family kindly requests that 
donations be made to New Sarepta Baptist Church. 
Your support in honoring Janice’s memory through 
contributions to the church is greatly appreciated.



Harvard and Yale are often 
held up as two of America’s 
most “elite,” “prestigious” 
and “diverse” institutions 
of higher education.  Not so 
much. 

I don’t intend to criticize 
all current students or alum-
ni of those schools. (In full 
disclosure, my nephew at-
tends Harvard and plays on 
the football team).   What I 
do mean is to highlight the 
fact that racism and bigotry 
are just as deeply embedded 
in human nature at these 
“enlightened” institutions 
as they are anywhere else in 
America.

What am I referring to?
Regarding Harvard, “an-

ti-Semitism has reared its 
ugly head at Harvard.  Since 
Hamas’s Oct. 7 massacre of 
some 1,400 Israelis, Jewish 
students there have report-
edly been bullied, intimidat-
ed, spat on and, in at least 
one case, physically assault-
ed.  Student-led protests call 
for the destruction of Israel 
and the Jewish people with 
chants of “Intifada! Intifada! 
Intifada!” and “From the riv-
er to the sea, Palestine shall 
be free!”  (Corcoran, R. Wall 
Street Journal, Nov. 8, 2023).  
This chant refers to the land 
between the Jordan River 
and the Mediterranean Sea, 
where the current state of 
Israel is located.  Thus, this 
chant refers to the genocide 
of the people of Israel, and 
the complete annihilation of 
the Jewish state. 

Regarding Yale, I refer to 
“Jewish Students Meet Hos-

tility at Yale.” (Wall Street 
Journal, November 8, 2023):

The authors witnessed “a 
university-backed event pro-
moting denial and justifica-
tions of Hamas’s atrocities.”  
The two Jewish students ex-
plain that “when we found 
out about Monday’s anti-
Israel event at Yale, ‘Gaza 
Under Siege,’ we scrambled 
to produce fliers offering 
some context.  They detailed 

H a m a s ’ s 
atrocities, 
its anti-
J e w i s h 
charter, its 
use of Pal-
e s t i n i a n 
c i v i l i a n s 
as human 
s h i e l d s .  
Our class-
m a t e s 
a w a i t i n g 
the event 

weren’t interested.  They 
yelled “don’t take the pa-
per!” and tore it up or threw 
it back at us.” 

These students further 
noted that “organizers re-
fused us entry because 
we weren’t registered but 
waved others through who 
also weren’t on the list.” Lis-
tening from outside “what 
we heard was two hours of 
denial, lies and incitement.”  
The event’s speakers “re-
ferred to atrocities of Oct 7 
in the sanitized language of 
‘civilians killed,’ not behead-
ed, raped or kidnapped.”; 
however, none of the in-
flamed speakers mentioned 
“the Hamas charter’s call to 

‘fight Jews and kill them’ but 
made sure to include the as-
sertion that “Israel aims to 
inflict as much harm, dam-
age, and death as possible.”

These courageous Jewish 
students concluded “after 
the speeches ended … we 
entered the hall.  Our stom-
achs dropped at the sight of 
nearly 200 fellow students, 
some of whom we had re-
garded as friends, along with 
professors we had looked up 
to in esteem.  We asked the 
moderator and two of the 
speakers if they were will-
ing to denounce Hamas 
unequivocally.  All three 
turned their backs on us.  So 
has our university.” (Wall 
Street Journal, Nov. 8, 2023)

Wow.
This, unfortunately, is 

where we are with the Woke 
American Left.  There can 
be no dissenting thought.  
There can be no genuine ex-
change of ideas.  Rather, on 
the “elite” Harvard and Yale 
campuses you are either 
Woke, or you are silenced.  
Censored.  

A few institutions have 
pushed back including New 
College school president 
Richard Corcoran in his ar-
ticle New College Is a Haven 
for Harvard Refugees:

“Our school … refuses to 
ostracize certain groups at 
the expense of others in the 
name of “diversity, inclu-
sion, and equity”—a misno-
mer for offices whose pur-
pose typically is the opposite 
of what their name suggests.”  
Harvard’s Office for Diver-

sity, Inclusion, and Equity 
(DIE) says in its “DIE Com-
mitment Statement” that it 
welcomes “people of color, 
women, persons with dis-
abilities, people who iden-
tify as LGBTQIA, and those 
who are at the intersections 
of these identities.”   In other 
words … Jews and others not 
on the list need not apply—
unless they fit one of the 
delineated identity buckets.   
An organization truly dedi-
cated to “diversity” and “be-
longing” shouldn’t establish 
such narrow parameters 
for inclusion.  This regret-
tably is typical of DIE office 
charters, which often signal 
which groups are “worthy” 
of membership.  We don’t 
tolerate that at New College.  
In February we dismantled 
our DIE office to ensure that 
no group is singled out for 
punishment or preferential 
treatment.”

Free speech in the context 
of genuine academic free-
dom is largely discouraged 
in American higher educa-
tion.  Many of us have ob-
served this academic cen-
sorship for years but the 
virulent antisemitism we are 
currently witnessing on col-
lege campuses is a stark and 
disturbing reminder.

Shreveport attorney, Royal 
Alexander, worked in D.C. in the 

U.S. House of Representatives for 
nearly 8 years for two different 

Members of Congress from 
Louisiana. 

As I was cleaning out some 
old items from my office shelf 
recently, I stumbled upon 
an old edition of the Minden 
Press-Herald, a newspaper that 
has been a cherished part of my 
family’s history for four gen-
erations. This particular edition 
was a commemorative one, 
celebrating the grand opening 
of the newspaper’s new facil-
ity in 1986. As I pored over the 
yellowed pages from yester-
year, one headline in particular 
caught my eye: “Spechts believe 
newspaper should serve read-
ers and that’s what they aim to 
do…”

The story featured quotes 
from my grandfather, Arthur, 
and my uncle, Bill, who played 
pivotal roles in steering our 
family’s beloved “flagship” 
newspaper during the late 70s 
and throughout the 80s. My fa-
ther had hired, and then part-
nered with them to run the 

business.
The article not only delved 

into their contributions to the 
newspaper but also shed light 

on their in-
v o l v e m e n t 
in the local 
community, 
painting a 
vivid picture 
of the era.

While the 
trip down 
m e m o r y 
lane was 
heartwarm-
ing, it was 
their words 
that reso-

nated most with me. Bill’s per-
spective on the newspaper 
business’s role in community-
building was profound, echo-
ing the sentiments of many 
journalists even today. “The 
newspaper business allows you 
to become involved in building 

a better community,” Bill had 
remarked. “In addition, there 
is pride you can have in keep-
ing alive and protecting the 
freedom of the press, which has 
been with us since the founding 
of our country.”

Arthur, on the other hand, 
emphasized the importance of 
people within the organization. 
He stated, “We are a close work-
ing family of people who care 
for each other. Each day there is 
something new — and a differ-
ent challenge. It is interesting to 
see how our people meet these 
new challenges.” This emphasis 
on teamwork and adaptability 
is still a cornerstone of success-
ful businesses today.

These two core values – com-
munity service and nurturing 
individuals – are just as relevant 
in today’s world as they were 
in 1986. It’s a testament to the 
enduring strength of principles 
that withstand the test of time, 

even as the methods and ex-
ecution of businesses evolve.

In 1986, my grandfather, Ar-
thur, shared his vision for the 
newspaper’s future. “I don’t get 
concerned about building the 
business,” he said. “My biggest 
concern is building our people 
— and the business will build 
itself.” More than 40 years have 
passed since those words were 
spoken, and the Minden Press-
Herald continues to endure, 
weathering numerous econom-
ic and market conditions. It’s 
clear that these values, centered 
around community service and 
the growth of individuals, have 
been the bedrock of our news-
paper’s ongoing impact.

In today’s rapidly changing 
media landscape, these val-
ues are more critical than ever. 
Community newspapers, as 
well as larger media organiza-
tions, must remain committed 
to serving their readers and 

upholding the principles of a 
free press. The challenges have 
evolved with technology and 
the way information is dissemi-
nated, but the core mission 
remains the same – to inform, 
engage, and empower commu-
nities.

In a world marked by shift-
ing tides and constant change, 
the enduring wisdom of my 
grandfather and uncle serves 
as a reminder that the values 
we hold dear can be our guid-
ing light. The Minden Press-
Herald’s, along with the Bossier 
Press-Tribune’s, and BIZ Maga-
zine’s continued service to its 
community is a testament to 
the lasting power of these val-
ues, and a source of inspiration 
for all of us, as we navigate the 
challenges and opportunities of 
today’s world.

David Specht is president of 
Specht Newspapers, Inc.

If Thomas Edison hadn’t 
been kicked out of school, 
after only three months 
in the first grade,  and  his 
mother taught  him at 
home because his teacher 
said “he was addled andhis 
mind wandered in class,” 
we might not have the light 
bulb today.

Thomas Edison was asked 
one time what he would 
have done if he hadn’t in-
vented the light bulb and he 
replied “I would still be  in 
there trying...”

    Why is it that we often  try 
to put everyone in the same 
mold?  Why do we want to 
categorize what is impor-
tant and what has value only 
with the grade placed on it 
by those in authority?

Is there not some value in 
“stepping to the beat of a dif-
ferent drummer?”

It took Thomas Edison five 
thousand tries before he in-
vented the first incandes-
cent light bulb.

It also took Colonel Sand-
ers one thousand times be-
fore he sold his chicken reci-

pe.  He slept in his car, while 
traveling across the country, 
trying to sell his recipe that 
continues to make a for-
tune.  It took Sam Walton to 

perfect the 
multi-pur-
pose store, 
known as 
W a l M a r t , 
to not only 
make his 
f a m i l y 
wealthy but 
to increase 
c o m p e t i -
tion be-
tween busi-
nesses. 

But back to my favorite 
story of Thomas Edison.  I 
love this story because it 
affirms the power of persis-
tence.  The Bible says “The 
race is not to the swift, nor 
the battle to the strong, but 
time and chance happens to 
them all.”

God knew what he was 
doing when He made man.  
He gave us each one at least 
one small  talent and we can 
use it and it will multiply or 

if buried it will die. 
Who can  place value on 

what we do?  So many in-
ventions come into being 
simply because of necessity.  
When we want something 
badly enough we can be-
lieve it into existence.  It is a 
tried and true statement that 
says “what we can conceive 
and believe we can achieve.”

I say just keep on keep-
ing on at whatever you do 
whether great or small and 
never ever let anyone else 
define what is valuable or 
has any worth.

 We were not all created 
the same.  None of us are 
alike nor should we want to 
be.  God made no duplicates 
--  no two snow flakes are 
alike.

God must have liked vari-
ety.

    How could anyone not 
believe in God?  I find it 
much easier to believe in 
the One who made me, who 
causes the blood to flow 
through my veins and who 
created me to breathe with-
out even thinking about it 

than to believe in atheism.
    We will never fully ap-

preciate the value of what 
others do in life, whether 
great or small, because that 
is how we unfortunately are 
made and this lack of un-
derstanding  is what causes 
much of the conflict in the 
world.

If we could only under-
stand and appreciate each 
other a little more we would 
know that it is only in our 
uniqueness that we cele-
brate our finest hours!!

Having this knowledge 
gives me the energy to go on 
even in the midst of emo-
tional storms within my life, 
even as I write this place,  
but I am energized knowing 
that God will always pull me 
through because Jesus is the 
same yesterday, today, and 
forever getting me to the 
right place at the right time.

I am thankful for this 
“peace that passes under-
standing.”

Email Sarah at sarahp9957@aol.
com
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ROYAL
ALEXANDER

OpiniOn Joshua Specht, Editor
jspecht@press-herald.com

KEEP THIS IN MIND

Service to the community, people, and freedom of the press

Attack on Israel rips off scab of deep 
anti-semitism at woke colleges

OPINION

INSPIRATION

DAVID
SPECHT

SARAH 
HUDSON 
PIERCE

 Without Thomas Edison where would we be?
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OUTDOORS

COLUMN/HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL

BLACK BAYOU – No 
report. Water is low. Con-
tact Honey Hole Tackle 
Shop 323-8707 for latest 
information.

BUSSEY BRAKE – 
The big bass continue to 
be caught with some to 11 
pounds caught on jigs and 
soft plastics. The crappie 
are beginning to improve 
around the brush. Bream 
have slowed. For latest 
information, contact the 
Honey Hole at 323-8707.

 
OUACHITA RIVER 

– Both bass and crappie 
ae starting to move to the 
deeper sloughs now that 
temperatures are dropping. 
Fishing has starting to im-
prove. For latest informa-
tion, contact the Honey 

Hole Tackle Shop at 323-
8707.

LAKE D’ARBONNE 
– Crappie are starting to 
bunch up along the edges 
of the flats and some nice 
ones are being caught on 
shiners or jigs. Bass are 
moving to the secondary 
points and swim baits and 
soft plastics are picking up 
some nice fish. Bream are 
slow but catfish continue 
to be caught fishing cold 
worms and night crawlers 
off the banks. For latest 
information, call Anderson 
Sport Center at 368-9669 
or Honey Hole Tackle Shop 
at 323-8707.

LAKE CLAIBORNE 
– The lake is down some 
seven feet as the result of 
the drawdown. Bass fishing 

has best fishing the points 
up Bear and Horse Creeks 
with jigs and soft plastics 
working best. Crappie are 
best around deep brush 
and they should be soon 
moving to the deeper water 
out from the dam. No re-
port on stripers this week. 
Boats can still be launched 
at the State Park launch.. 
For latest information, call 
Kel’s Cove at 927-2264 or 
Terzia Tackle at 278-4498.

CANEY LAKE – Bass 
are starting to move deep-
er and will soon be set up 
just out from the spillway 
where jigs and spoons will 
start producing. Crappie 
have been best around the 
deeper tops on shiners or 
jigs and they will also be 
headed for deeper water 

out from the dam as tem-
peratures drop. For in-
formation contact Caney 
Lake Landing at 259-6649, 
Hooks Marina at 249-2347, 
Terzia Tackle at 278-4498 
or the Honey Hole Tackle 
Shop at 323-8707.

LAKE POVERTY 
POINT – Catfishing has 
been good. Crappie fishing 
has improved on the south 
end of the lake. Bass are 
fair. For latest reports, call 
Poverty Point Marina at 
318/878-0101. For infor-
mation, call Surplus City 
Landing at 318/467-2259.

LAKE YUCATAN – 
The water is low and fishing 
is quite slow this week. For 
information, call Surplus City 
Landing at 318/467-2259.

Fishing Report
COLLEGE FOOTBALL

Bobcats create hair-raising experiences
GLYNN HARRIS

My initial close-up-and-
personal encounter with a 
bobcat was a hair-raising 
experience. (If I had such 
an experience today, I’d 
have to describe it differ-
ently; I don’t have enough 
hair to raise.)

I was probably around 
the age of twelve when one 
dry summer day, I tagged 
along with my dad as he 
headed out to run his trap-
line; he worked in Predator 
Control for the Louisiana 
Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries at the time. Dad 
parked the Jeep on a dry 
hard-packed red clay road 
between Creston and Ash-
land in Natchitoches Par-
ish to check one of his steel 
traps. Only a depression in 
the red clay remained; the 
trap was gone. Something 
had jerked it, chain and 
drag hook attached, out of 
the ground and vamoosed. 

This was by design; he 
never staked a trap but al-
lowed a critter to take off, 
chain and hook in tow, 
rather than risk the chance 
of finding only a foot in the 
trap. It was usually a simple 
matter of following the trail 
left by the drag hook until 
the animal was encoun-
tered, usually tangled in a 
thicket not far away.

It hadn’t rained in weeks 
and the red clay was like 
concrete; the trap was gone 
but there was no track to 
indicate what had gotten in 
the trap. It could have been 
a coon, skunk, possum, fox 
or bobcat but without a 
track, it was speculation at 
best.  Dad suggested that 
we spread out; him going 
one way and me another to 
see if we could find any sign 
indicating which way the 
animal had gone.

It was exciting for me; 
it was like I was on sa-
fari sneaking through the 
Serengeti in Tanzania after 
a wounded leopard. As I 
moved cautiously along, I 
noticed a log up ahead that 
had been freshly disturbed; 
something had recently 
knocked off a chunk of bark. 
I approached to within six 
feet or so to check it further 
when something caught my 
eye. There was a brushy 

sapling growing next to the 
log and when I happened to 
look up, I saw something 
that stunted my growth for 
a few years; I was staring 
into the menacing yellow 
eyes of a big bobcat with 
lip curled to reveal fangs I 
could have sworn were four 
inches long

Two more steps and I 
wouldn’t be sitting here tell-
ing you this story; I’d have 
died of fright. Back pedal-
ing quickly, I yelled – more 
likely squealed like a little 
girl – to my dad, he came 
and dispatched the cat.

Last week, I learned of 
another close encounter 
with a bobcat. Sixteen year 
old Reagan Dupree, my 
nephew’s son, was walk-
ing to his deer stand along 
a pipeline in the dark. The 
stars and sky were bright 
enough that he didn’t need 
to use his flashlight to find 
his way to his stand.

As he walked along, 

he was aware of footsteps 
that were matching his. 
He’d walk; he would hear 
steps. He would stop and 
the steps would cease. Re-
alizing that something was 
following him, he flipped 
on his light and there a few 
yards behind him matching 
him step for step was a big 
bobcat. 

It is highly unlikely that 
the bobcat would attack; he 
may have been attracted to 
the snacks Reagan had in 
his pocket or it may have 
just been curious. What-
ever the reason, Reagan 
did what any teen with a 
gun being stalked by a bob-
cat would have done. Since 
bobcats are considered 
predators of game species, 
the state has approved the 
taking of one bobcat a year 
by Louisiana residents who 
are big game license hold-
ers. The big cat had stalked 
its last quarry.   

I talked with a wildlife 

biologist for his take on the 
prevalence of bobcats in the 
area today. 

“Timber thinning and 
clear cutting have created 
prime habitat for rabbits 
and wood rats, primary 
food sources for bobcats. 
Bobcats can also have an 
impact on wild turkeys but 
if you think about it, there 
are lots of predators, such 
as ‘coons, hawks and coy-
otes, that will prey on tur-
keys; their eggs, poults or 
sometimes mature birds. 
Bobcats are just one of a 
host of critters that will eat 
a turkey,” the biologist ex-
plained.  

I was on a deer stand 
once and I let a bobcat that 
I called up sneak away after 
he looked up and saw me; 
it was a neat experience. 
However, if I saw one stalk-
ing me or chowing down 
on one of my beloved wild 
turkeys, he wouldn’t be so 
lucky.

Knights, Apaches seek quarterfinal berths
RUSSELL HEDGES
Minden Press-Herald

There were no surprises 
in the first round of the play-
offs last Friday night.

As expected, the North 
Webster Knights and Glen-
brook Apaches cruised into 
the second round.

North Webster, the No. 
14 seed, routed No. 19 Pat-
terson 42-0 in a non-select 
Division III game at Bau-
cum-Farrar Stadium.

The Knights (7-4) will 
travel to Vacherie Friday to 
face No. 3 St. James (8-2) 
Friday. The Wildcats re-
ceived a first-round bye.

Glenbrook, the No. 11 
seed, rolled past No. 22 Sa-
cred Heart 49-12 in a select 
Division IV game at Apache 
Stadium.

Glenbrook (8-2) will 
travel to Natchitoches Fri-
day for a matchup with No. 
6 St. Mary’s at Northwestern 

State’s Turpin Stadium. The 
Tigers (7-2) received a first-
round bye.

The Minden Crimson 
Tide’s season came to an 
end in St. Francisville. Min-
den, the No. 28 seed, fell to 
No. 5 West Feliciana 42-8 
in a non-select Division II 
game.

Minden finished 3-8. 
The Tide, who lost their first 
three games by a combined 
15 points, were a much bet-
ter team than their record 
showed.

With sophomore quar-
terback Hudson Brown, ju-
nior running back Dunavon 
Robinson and defensive 
lineman Demetrius Rob-
inson coming back barring 
unforeseen circumstances, 
the future looks bright.

North Webster’s defense 
dominated against Patter-
son. The Knights also got 
outstanding performances 
from quarterback Xavier 

“Tutt” McGlothen and run-
ning backs J’Kobe Lawson 
and Braedon Robertson, 
who rushed for 152 yards. 

The Knights will be fac-
ing a St. James team that 
finished second to unde-
feated E.D. White in District 
8-3A. The Wildcats are aver-
aging 38.7 points per game.

St. James sandwiched 
eight wins in between a 41-
40 loss in the season opener 
to 5A East St. John and a 27-
19 loss to E.D. White in the 
regular-season finale.

Quarterback Brayden 
Williams has passed for 
2,002 yards and 26 touch-
downs and rushed for 472 
yards and 11 TDs. Two other 
Wildcats have rushed for 
more than 500 yards.

Glenbrook lost fumbles 
on its first two possessions 
against Sacred Heart but 
started to roll after Cade 
Herron scooped up a fumble 
and returned it 60 yards for 

a touchdown.
Landry Powell scored 

three touchdowns and had 
a dominant defensive per-
formance. Chase Sentell 
and Preston Frye caught 
a touchdown passes from 
Easton Sanders, who also 
scored one and had an out-
standing game.

Glenbrook is facing a St. 
Mary’s team that finished 
second to 9-1 Logansport 
in District 3-1A. The Tigers’ 
losses were to 4A Peabody 
40-21 in Week 7 and Lo-
gansport 20-3 in Week 9.

Like Glenbrook, St. 
Mary’s reached the quarter-
finals last year.

Quarterback Mixon 
Bankston has passed for 
1,192 yards and nine touch-
downs and rushed 378 yards 
and seven TDs. Ethan Busby 
and Ben Bienvenu  have 
caught a combined  47 pass-
es for 917 yards and nine 
TDs.

ROBERT SUMMERLIN/PRESS-HERALD
Glenbrook’s Easton Sanders fires a pass during a 49-12 victory over 
Sacred Heart in the first round of the select Division IV playoffs.

Daniels’ historic 
performance lifts 
LSU past Florida

STAFF REPORTS
Minden Press-Herald

Quarterback Jayden 
Daniels added to his Heis-
man campaign last Satur-
day night, accounting for 
606 yards of total offense 
to lead the LSU Tigers 
past the Florida Gators, 
52-35 in Tiger Stadium.

LSU improved to 7-3 
overall and 5-2 in confer-
ence play. Florida fell to 
5-5 overall and 3-4 in the 
SEC. The Tigers return to 
action Saturday against 
Georgia State in Tiger 
Stadium for a 7 p.m. kick-
off on the SEC Network.

One of the best players 
in college football put on 
a show in front of 102,321 
fans, finishing 17-of-26 
passing for 372 yards and 
three touchdowns, along 
with 234 yards rushing on 
12 carries with two scores 
on the ground. Daniels 
showcased once again on 
the national stage to be an 
electric force bound for 
New York.

“If he didn’t win (the 
Heisman) tonight, then 
he’s got to be the lead-
ing candidate,” said head 
coach Brian Kelly post-
game. “He did something 
tonight that nobody has 

ever done. If that doesn’t 
make you the leading can-
didate, then maybe the 
Heisman isn’t for the best 
player.”

Grambling State 
43, Ark.-Pine Bluff 14: 
At Pine Bluff, Ark., the 
Tigers used a dominating 
second half to breeze past 
Arkansas-Pine Bluff and 
improve to 5-5 overall 
and 4-3 in the SWAC.

Grambling State start-
ing quarterback Myles 
Crawley passed for 198 
yards and three touch-
downs. He also added a 
rushing touchdown.

Sam Houston 42, 
Louisiana Tech 27: 
At Ruston, the Bulldogs 
dropped to 3-8 thanks to 
four turnovers and the in-
ability to get off the field 
on third downs.

Georgia State      
at LSU

7 p.m., SEC Network

Louisiana Tech   
at Jacksonville St.

1 p.m., ESPN+

Saturday’s
games
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GOOD NEWS

PSALM 118:24
 “This is THE DAY the 

LORD has made; let us re-
joice and be glad in it.”

Someone wrote: Would our 
lives be greatly enriched if, 
when the alarm clock sounds 
each morning, you and I 
could hit that button, bounce 
out of bed, stand up, stretch 
and take a deep breath and 
say: ‘This is the day the Lord 
has made; let us rejoice and 
be glad in it?” Can we take 
that thought throughout the 
day? Chances are, hardly any 
of us respond this way - every 
day!

This ‘daylight savings  time’ 
change affects each of us in 
different ways. I remember 
as a kid, Daddy would get so 
upset when he would quit his 
farm work in time to catch the 
6:00 P.M. news, only to find 
out that it now is 7:00 P.M. 
and the news is history. ”One 
more day all messed up,” he 
would say. “I have wasted my 
time trying to get in step with 

all those politicians in Wash-
ington.”

If we are not careful with our 
time, we find it disappearing 
minute by minute like sand 
running through a sieve. Yes, 
time slips away, rushing past 
us! Think 
of it this 
way: God 
made the 
day. The 
sun comes 
up and 
sets its’ 
c o u r s e —
as God 
p l a n n e d 
it. There is a divine rhythm 
of life. Each day is a precious 
gift –not for me to consume 
or cram full of things to do 
– but to delight in God and 
thanking Him for all the gifts 
to us - to serve Him who gives 
us life and serve others. 

Mother Theresa and John 
Wesley (we are told) rose 
at 5:00 A.M. to pray for two 
hours before breakfast. We 

yawn and say: “I am not a 
morning person! My brain 
doesn’t function till I have a 
second cup of coffee.” Even 
so, here are some thoughts 
that we might consider that 
will help us get focused as we 
begin each day:

1. When you notice your 
first breath, say “Thank you, 
Lord. You have given me 
another day to serve You 
and others.”   2. As you focus 
your eyes, look in the mirror 
as you wash your face, say 
–“Thank You, Lord, for the 
gift of sight.“  3. As you hear 
the crickets in the grass, see 
the cardinal on the feeder, 
hear the woodpecker on 
the light pole, say thanks to 
the Lord for such marvels of 
His creation.   4. Develop a 
habit of ‘momentary grati-
tude’ throughout the day; it 
will make life worth getting 
out of bed, introducing your-
self anew to the presence of 
God. Just stop and say ‘thank 
prayers throughout the day 

for thoughts that race across 
your mind.’  5. Each morn-
ing presents its’ own gifts to 
celebrate. Today, it might be 
the morning dew, the cool 
breeze, lifting of fog, fading 
moon or morning star; to-
morrow it may be the thun-
der, the rain, the fading roses 
or persimmons ready to eat.’   
Quote this each morning: 
“Today, I’m full of hope. I’m 
ready for action!  I can feel 
some unformed promises in 
the air. If I can corner some of 
this hope, and make it mine, I 
will be a happy soul through-
out this day.”

God has acted today! He 
has presented us a gift. It’s 
called the ‘present.’ We are 
to use our time wisely in His 
service, not only in praise and 
adoration, but by giving the 
day back to Him in a prayer 
of Thanksgiving for His bless-
ings. We know He is going to 
be busy today sorting out all 
those blessings He wants to 
shower upon us. Let’s receive 

them and watch Him at work 

all day long as we pass these 

blessings along to others.  If 

we let the first thoughts of the 

day belong to Him, He will 

reward us throughout the day 

with His presence and bless-

ings.

He will open all sorts of 

doors and opportunities to 

bless us, to minister to oth-

ers and honor His holy name.  

And when we finally yield 

our bodies and minds to the 

bed at night, as we end each 

busy day, let’s release it back 

to Him in a prayer of Thanks-

giving for allowing us to 

share His blessings with oth-

ers. Sweet dreams. Another 

great ‘present’ is awaiting us 

tomorrow. 

Bill Crider is Chaplain of Minden 

Medical Center

Bill Crider

ONE OF GOD’S GREAT PROMISES

“Awake, my soul! Awake, harp and 
lyre! I will awaken the dawn.”  
Psalm 57:8 NIV 

  

Early in the morning be-
fore dawn breaks, David 
arouses himself from sleep.  
In that early hour David 
plays his musical instru-
ments and lifts his voice to 
sing praises to God.  It is im-
portant to David that every 
day, even days filled with 
trials and troubles,  begins by praising 
God.  It is also vital that believers be-
gin their day praising God,  spending 
time in prayer and Bible study.  In the 

early morning hours, hearts and minds 
need to be focused on God and 
His Word.  This devotional time 
prepares and strengthens Da-
vid and all believers to face the 
challenges of the new day.

 

Lord Jesus, help me to awak-
en each morning, yearning to 
meet with You in prayer and Bi-
ble study.  May I lift my voice to 
praise You in the morning and 
all day long.  

 
Max Hutto is a Baptist Minister and a resi-

dent of Minden.  More information can be found 
at www.upwardlook.org.

THE UPWARD LOOK

Max Hutto

Awake and Praise

Good News
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INSPIRATION

While sitting at home one day one of 

my best friends handed me a fortune 

cookie. I aggressively break  open the lack 

luster cookie to reveal the mes-

sage inside. The message read “ 

ships are safest in harbor,  but 

that’s not why ships are made”. I 

must admit I put no stock in for-

tunes but this message struck a  

chord. Think about all the ships 

that have been used throughout 

history. They were used to move  

people, conquer nations, and 

provide goods and services. To sum it up, 

ships have shaped our world and  histo-

ry. In Matthew 28:18-19NLT, Jesus came 

and told his disciples, “I have been given 

all authority in  heaven and on earth. 

Therefore, go and make disciples of all 

the nations, baptizing them in the name 

of  the Father and the Son and the Holy 

Spirit.” We are all ships created 

by the lord. We are not meant 

to sit  in the harbor where we 

can be shiny and safe. We are 

called to go out and give our all, 

spread his love to  others, and 

love him with all our hearts. So 

let’s set sail, leave the harbor, 

and change the world.

Bernard Harris III is a Haughton firemAN AND A 

LOCAL RESIDENT OF MINDEN

Bernard Harris

Set Sail



Classifieds
PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!
classifieds@press-herald.com

Classified line ads are published Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday in the Minden Press-Herald, Bossier Press-Tribune and online at www.press.herald.com

Classified
Rates
Pricing is easy!

$7.75
Per Day - Up to 20 words! 

Aditional words are only 30 
cents more!

Garage Sales
No word limit.

$11
One Day

$16.50
Two Days

Receive a FREE Garage 
Sale Kit with your two day 

ad!

* Garage Sale ads must be 
prepaid.

Deadlines

Ads
Line ads and display ads must 

be submitted by noon two 
days before publication. 

Public Notices
Public notices must be sub-

mitted two days prior to 
publication date depending 

on the length. Notices may be 
emailed to classifieds@press-

herald.com

Payments
Cash Checks, Billing

Real Estate Notice
“All real estate advertised 
here is subject to the Fed-

eral Fair Housing Act, which 
makes it illegal to advertise 
any preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, 

familial status, or national 
origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limita-
tion, or discrimination. We 
will not knowlingly accept 

any advertising for real estate, 
which is in violation of th 

elaw. All persons are hereby 
informed that all dwellings 

advertised are available on an 
equal opportunity basis.

Grow
Your

Business
Call to place your ad!

PLACE
YOUR

AD
TODAY!
377-1866

SHERIFF’S SALE 

21ST MORTGAGE 
CORPORATION
VS.
BRANDY KIERA 
JONES

In the Twenty-Sixth 
Judicial District 
Court of Webster 
Parish, Louisiana, 
No. 81017
   By virtue of a 
WRIT OF SEIZURE 
AND SALE issued 
out of the Twenty-
Sixth Judicial District 
Court of Webster 
Parish, Louisiana, 
in the above styled 
and numbered suit 
and to me directed, 
I have seized and 
taken into my pos-
session and will of-
fer for sale at public 
auction to the last 
and highest bidder 
for cash WITH-
OUT the benefit of 
appraisement and 
according to law at 
the principal front 
door of the Court-
house in the City of 
Minden, Webster 
Parish, Louisiana 
on WEDNESDAY, 
November 22, 2023, 
During the legal sale 
hours, the following 
property, to wit:

2020 Cappaert 16 
x 76 mobile home 
bearing serial num-
ber CHVM34401

SOLD SUBJECT 
TO ANY SUPERIOR 
LIENS, MORTGAG-
ES OR PRIVILEG-
ES THERETO. 
     Said property 
seized is that of the 
defendant and will 
be sold to satisfy a 
judgment rendered 
in our Honorable 
Court. 

JASON R. PARKER 
Sheriff & Ex-Officio 

Auctioneer
Webster Parish, 

Louisiana 

Linda Vaughan - 
Deputy

November 15, 2023
Minden Press Herald

Webster Parish Fire 
District #3 is auctioning 
off two surplus vehicles 
by sealed bid. 
1.  1985 Ford C700 
Tanker vin #1FDWD-
74N7FVA14207
2.  2001 F350 
Super Duty Service 
Truck vin# 1FDW-
F36L01ED79111
 
Vehicles will be 
auctioned as is, where 
is and will need to be 
moved within 14 days 
of notification.

To bid on either vehicle 
identify the vehicle you 
wish to bid on, your 
bid amount and your 
contact information.  
Submit your bid in an 
envelope addressed as 
follows:

SEALED BID
P.O. BOX 494

DOYLINE, LA 71023

Bids must be received 
by Dec 4th, 2023.  Bids 
will be opened at the 
Dec 5th, 2023, Board 
Meeting.

November 1, 2023
November 8, 2023
November 15, 2023
November 22, 2023
November 29, 2023
Minden Press Herald

MINUTES

The Webster Parish 
Library Board of Con-
trol met for a regular 
meeting in the Stewart 
Center Meeting Room 
Friday, November 3, 
2023, at 10:00 a.m. 
Present were board 
members Laura Evans, 
Linda Watson, Vera 
Davison, Charlotte 
Dean, and Secretary 
Savannah Jones. 
Absent: Ethel Smith 
and George French

In the absence of Pres-
ident George French, 
Vice President Laura 
Evans established a 
quorum and called the 
meeting to order at 
10:06 a.m.

Mrs. Evans asked for 
any additions to the 
agenda. There were 
no additions to the 
agenda.

Mrs. Evans asked for 
audience comments. 
There were no audi-
ence comments. 

Upon motion by Char-
lotte Dean, second 
by Linda Watson, the 
minutes of the July 28, 
2023 regular meeting 
were approved as 
presented. Motion 
carried. 

Upon motion by Linda 
Watson, second by 
Vera Davison, the 2023 
year-to-date financial 
report was approved 
as presented. Motion 
carried.

Upon motion by Char-
lotte Dean, second 
by Linda Watson, the 
2023 amended bud-
gets were approved 
as presented. Motion 
carried. 

Upon motion by Vera 
Davison, second by 
Linda Watson, it was 
moved to approve 
Resolution 2023-11-
03 adopting the 2024 
proposed budgets as 
presented.  Ayes: 4. 
Nays: 0. Absent from 
vote: 2. Absent from 
meeting: Ethel Smith 

and George French. 
Motion carried unani-
mously. 

Vera Davison reported 
that the Library re-
ceived a clean audit 
for 2022.  Upon motion 
by Charlotte Dean, 
second by Linda Wat-
son, it was moved to 
accept the audit report 
as presented.  Motion 
carried.

Upon motion by Linda 
Watson, second by 
Charlotte Dean, the 
2024 Holiday Calendar 
was approved as 
mailed. Motion carried.

Upon motion by Char-
lotte Dean, second by 
Vera Davison, it was 
moved to recommend 
that the Police Jury re-
appoint Ethel Smith to 
serve another five year 
term on the Library 
Board of Control set to 
expire on December 
31, 2028.  Motion 
carried.

Upon motion by Linda 
Watson, second by 
Vera Davison, the 
following policies 
were approved as 
presented:
-  Collection Develop-
ment Policy
-  Library Card Policy
-  Memorial Donation 
Policy
-  Memorial Donation 
Waiver Form
-  Organization Library 
Card Application/
Agreement
-  Request for Recon-
sideration of Material 
Policy
-  Request for Recon-
sideration of Material 
Form

There being no further 
business, upon motion 
by Linda Watson sec-
ond by Charlotte Dean, 
the meeting adjourned 
at 11:13 a.m. 

__________________
President

__________________
Secretary

__________________
Date

November 15, 2023
Minden Press Herald

PUBLIC NOTICE

Minden Planning 
Commission Meeting

December 7, 2023 – 
10:00 a.m.

Pelican Room - Minden 
City Hall

On the agenda is a 
request from Douglas 
Culpepper for prelimi-
nary approval of a lot 
split on property owned 
him facing Ryan’s Way.

Legal Description:  
LOT NO. 6. CELTIC 
COMMERCIAL PARK, 
UNIT NO. 1.

All interested parties 
will be given a chance 
to be heard.  

November 15, 2023
November 22, 2023
November 29, 2023
Minden Press Herald

PROCEEDINGS 
OF THE CITY OF 
MINDEN, STATE 
OF LOUISIANA, 
TAKEN IN REGULAR 
SESSION HELD ON 
NOVEMBER 6, 2023

     The Minden 
City Council met at 
City Hall, Minden, 
Louisiana, beginning 
at 6:00 p.m. with the 
following members 
present: Mayor 
Nick Cox, Carlton 
Myles, Levon Thomas, 
Latasha Mitchell, and 
Andy Pendergrass. 
Absence(s): Michael 
Roy. Mayor Cox 
welcomed everyone 
to the meeting. Prayer 
was offered by Levon 
Thomas and Latasha 
Mitchell led the Pledge 
of Allegiance. It is 
noted for the record 
that Mayor Cox al-
lowed both council and 
public comments prior 
to every vote.
     Andy Pendergrass 
moved to amend 
the printed agenda 
to change the order 
of Item (4) Person-
nel – Minden Police 
Department New Hire 
and Item (5) Personnel 
– Minden Police De-
partment Transfer so 
that the Minden Police 
Department Transfer 
would be voted on 
before the Minden 
Police Department 
New Hire. The motion 
was duly seconded by 
Carlton Myles and the 
vote was unanimously 
in favor. Abstention(s): 
None. Absence(s): 
Michael Roy.
     Upon motion by 
Carlton Myles and duly 
seconded by Latasha 
Mitchell, the council 
unanimously adopted 
the minutes of the 
Minden City Council 
Regular Session 
held on October 2, 
2023, as presented. 
Abstention(s): None. 
Absence(s): Michael 
Roy.
     Upon motion by 
Carlton Myles and 
duly seconded by 
Levon Thomas, the 
council unanimously 
adopted a Resolution 
to Amend the City of 
Minden 2022-2023 
Budget, as presented. 
Abstention(s): None. 
Absence(s): Michael 
Roy.
     Andy Pendergrass 
moved to adopt Ordi-

Accepting Applica-
tions for Drivers

Bill & Ralph’s Inc.
118 B & R Drive, 

Sarepta, La. 71071
Accepting Applica-

tions For 
Delivery Route 

Drivers with
a CDL(Class A) 
Drivers License.
Free Medical In-

surance for Driver,
Family Medical In-
surance available.
Dental and 401K 

Benefits,
Hourly plus Incen-

tive Pay,
Yearly Safety 
Bonus Pay,

Monthly Safety/
Performance Pay.

Apply at Bill & 
Ralph’s or

Contact Mickey 
Hodges at 

(318)539-2071
mickey.hodges@
billandralphs.com
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Work Wanted

Honest, Depend-
able caregiver seek-
ing work. Have ref-
erences if needed. 
Call 318-224-3813 
or 318-268-8842. 
If no answer leave 

message. I will 
return call.

nance No. 1140 – An 
Ordinance to Amend 
Chapter 82 of the 
Code of Ordinances 
of the City of Minden, 
Louisiana, to Provide 
for Payments by 
Credit/Debit Cards, 
Agreements with 
Credit/Debit Card 
Companies, Credit/
Debit Card Transaction 
Fees, and Cancellation 
of Agreements by the 
City of Minden start-
ing January 1, 2024. 
The motion was duly 
seconded by Levon 
Thomas and the vote 
was unanimously in 
favor. Abstention(s): 
None. Absence(s): 
Michael Roy.
     Carlton Myles 
moved to confirm 
Matthew Hicks as a 
full-time police officer 
in the Minden Police 
Department, subject to 
passing all applicable 
tests. The motion was 
duly seconded by Lata-
sha Mitchell and the 
vote was unanimously 
in favor. Abstention(s): 
None. Absence(s): 
Michael Roy.
     Upon motion by 
Latasha Mitchell and 
duly seconded by 
Levon Thomas, the 
council unanimously 
confirmed Dedrick 
Anderson, Jr. as a 
full-time police officer 
in the Minden Police 
Department, subject to 
passing all applicable 
tests. Abstention(s): 
None. Absence(s): 
Michael Roy.
     The following action 
was taken regarding 
condemned property:
 
Marvin White
c/o Marvine Butler
1414 South Fry Road
Katy, Texas 77450

705 Carolina Street
Lots #1 & 2, Blk. D, 
Fairfield Subdiv. 

     Attorney Paul E. 
Kitchens presented a 
written curator report 
stating that correspon-
dence was sent via 
Certified Mail, Return 
Receipt Requested 
and regular U.S. 
mail to Marvin White 
and that, to date, 
he has received no 
response. Evidence 
of Paul Kitchens’ cor-
respondence to Marvin 
White was provided. 
Carlton Myles moved 
to authorize Mayor 
Cox to issue an order 
declaring the property 
condemned and further 
order the demolition of 
any structures located 
thereon and the clean-
ing of the lot within 
30 days of November 
6, 2023. The motion 
was duly seconded by 
Levon Thomas and the 
vote was unanimously 
in favor. Abstention(s): 
None. Absence(s): 
Michael Roy.
     The following action 
was taken regarding 
condemned property:
 
Willie Combs, Jr.
217 Main Street
Minden, Louisiana 
71055

217 Main Street
Lots #58 & 59, Wil-
liamson Jones Survey 
of Minden in NE/4 of 
NE/4 Sec. 28-19-9, 
Strip 20 x 130 ft. Adj. 
on West Side of Lot 
#58, Strip 10 x 120 ft. 
Adj. on South Side of 
Lots #58 & 59 & Strip 
10 x 130 ft. Adj. on 
East Side of Lot #59 in 
NE/4 of NE/4 Sec. 28-
19-9 (Formerly Alleys)

     Attorney Paul E. 
Kitchens presented a 
written curator report 
stating that correspon-
dence was sent via 
Certified Mail, Return 
Receipt Requested to 
Willie Combs, Jr. and 
that TaTega Lewis, 
Mr. Combs’ grand-
daughter, was present 
representing the 
property. TaTega Lewis 
stated that her family 
is attempting to repair 
the house located at 
217 Main Street and 
requested more time 
in order to finish the 
project. Carlton Myles 
moved to table the item 
for the March 2024 
Minden City Council 
Regular Session. 
The motion was duly 
seconded by Latasha 
Mitchell and the vote 
was unanimously in 
favor. Abstention(s): 
None. Absence(s): 
Michael Roy.
     Assistant City Clerk 
Melaney Langford 
presented the Budget/
Financial Report for the 
month of September 
2023. No motion was 
required.
     Fire Chief Brian 
Williams presented 
the Fire Report for 
the month of October 
2023. No motion was 
required.
     The Police Report 
for the month of 
September 2023 was 
unanimously accepted, 
as presented, by mo-
tion of Latasha Mitchell 
and second by Carlton 
Myles. Abstention(s): 
None. Absence(s): 
Michael Roy.
      All National Night 
Out 2023 Block Party 
Hosts were recog-
nized by Police Chief 
Jared McIver serving 
in his capacity as 2023 
National Night Out 
Chairman. Proclama-
tions were presented 
to all hosts. No motion 
was required.
     Announcements 
and council com-
ments were heard. 
The meeting was then 
adjourned.

__________________
Nick Cox, Mayor

ATTEST:

ADOPT

DON’T 

SHOP

__________________
Michael Fluhr,
City Clerk

November 15, 2023
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PROCEEDING OF 
THE VILLAGE OF 
HEFLIN, STATE OF 
LOUISIANA, TAKEN 
IN REGULAR MEET-
ING HELD ON OCTO-
BER 12, 2023.

     The Heflin Town 
Council met at Town 
Hall, Heflin, Louisiana 
beginning at 7:30 
pm with the following 
members present: 
Mayor Ralph James 
council members Matt 
Austin, Robert Stacho-
wicz, Hallie DeMoss, 
Police Chief Paul 
Migues, Water Clerk 
Kim Williamson and 
Village Clerk Sherry 
Limosnero. Absent Wa-
ter System Operator 
Jesse Williamson.
       The meeting was 
opened with prayer of-
fered by Hallie DeMoss 
and Matt Austin led the 
Pledge of Allegiance.  
Mayor Ralph James 
welcomed everyone to 
the meeting.          
      Upon motion by 
Matt Austin and duly 
seconded by Robert 
Stachowicz, the council 
adopted the Minutes 
from September 7, 
2023  at Council 
Regular Meeting held 
on October 12, 2023 
as presented; the 
motion was approved 
unanimously. 
Robert Stachowicz 
moved to accept the 
September, 2023 
Operating Finan-
cial Statements as 
presented; the motion 
was seconded by 
Hallie DeMoss.  The 
motion was approved 
unanimously.
     Upon motion by 
Hallie DeMoss and 
duly seconded by Matt 
Austin, the council 
unanimously approved 
Water System Reports 
for September, 2023.
Matt Austin moved to 
accept the Septem-
ber, 2023 Police 
Department Reports as 
presented; the motion 
was duly seconded by 
Robert Stachowicz.  
The motion was ap-
proved unanimously.
Robert Stachowicz 
moved to accept the 
September, 2023 ARP 
Report as presented; 
the motion was duly 
seconded by Hallie De-
Moss.  The motion was 
approved unanimously.
     Council comments 
were heard, public 
comments were heard.  
There being no further 
business to come 
before this Council, 
meeting adjourned 
by Council Member 
Robert Stachowicz.

Attest by:
Sherry Limosnero
LCMC, Village Clerk
Respectfully posted: 
10/30/2023
Adopted: 

November 15, 2023
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ORDINANCE NO. 
1140

AN ORDINANCE TO 
AMEND CHAPTER 

82 OF THE CODE OF 
ORDINANCES

OF THE CITY OF MIN-
DEN, LOUISIANA, TO 
PROVIDE FOR PAY-
MENTS BY CREDIT/

DEBIT CARDS, 
AGREEMENTS 

WITH CREDIT/DEBIT 
CARD COMPANIES, 

CREDIT/DEBIT CARD 
TRANSACTION 

FEES, AND CANCEL-
LATION OF AGREE-
MENTS BY THE CITY 

OF MINDEN

    It is hereby ordained 
by the City Council of 
the City of Minden, 
Louisiana, that Chapter 
82 – Taxation, Article 
I. – In General, of the 
Code of Ordinances 
of the City of Minden, 
Louisiana, is hereby 
amended by chang-
ing and adding new 
Sections to read as 
follows:

Sec. 82-1 – 82-26. – 
Reserved

Sec. 82-27. – Pay-
ments by credit/debit 
cards.

    All sums due to the 
City, including, but not 
limited to, occupational 
taxes, fines, forfeitures, 
penalties, licensing 
fees, service fees, 
utility fees, application 
fees, permit fees, and 
registration fees, may 
be paid by the use of 
credit/debit cards. The 
mayor is authorized to 
enter into agreements 
with credit/debit card 
issuers to facilitate the 
acceptance of credit/
debit card payments by 
the City.

Sec. 82-28. – Agree-
ments with credit/
debit card compa-
nies.

    A credit/debit card 
agreement may 
provide for the ac-
ceptance of the credit/
debit card payments 
from the credit/debit 
card company at a 
discount from the face 
amount of the payment 
or for the withholding 
of administrative fees 
from the face amount 
of the payment. Such 
discounted fee is grant-
ed in exchange for the 
improved governmen-
tal cash flow, reduction 

of administrative ex-
penses and increased 
public convenience as 
a result of credit/debit 
card payments.

Sec. 82-29. – Credit/
Debit Card Transac-
tion fee

    A credit/debit card 
transaction fee equal 
to 3% (three percent) 
of the face amount of 
the payment to the City 
OR a minimum fee 
of $3.50 (whichever 
is greater) shall be 
imposed upon any per-
son making a payment 
by credit/debit card per 
transaction. The credit/
debit card transaction 
fee shall be limited to a 
maximum of $200.00.

Sec. 82-30. – Cancel-
lation of agreements 
by City.

    Any agreement with 
a credit/debit card issu-
er for the acceptance 
of payments via credit/
debit shall contain a 
provision that the City 
may cancel the agree-
ment at any time.

BE IT FURTHER 
ORDAINED AND EN-
ACTED by the Council 
of the City of Minden, 
Louisiana, that the 
remaining provisions 
of Chapter 82, Article 
I remain as originally 
written or amended.

This ordinance shall 
become effective on 
January 1, 2024 after 
being adopted by the 
City Council and after 
publication in the City’s 
official journal.

PASSED AND AD-
OPTED by the Minden 
City Council on this 
6th day of November, 
2023, by the follow-
ing vote and upon 
motion and second 
of Andy Pendergrass 
and Levon Thomas, 
respectively:

AYE(S):  
Carlton Myles, Levon 
Thomas, Latasha 
Mitchell, and Andy 
Pendergrass 
NAY(S):  
None
ABSENCE(S): 
Michael Roy
ABSTENTION(S): 
None

__________________
Nicholas A. Cox, Mayor

ATTEST:

_____________

Michael Fluhr, City 
Clerk

November 15, 2023
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PROCEEDING OF 
THE VILLAGE OF 
HEFLIN, STATE 
OF LOUISIANA, 
TAKEN IN REGULAR 
MEETING HELD ON 
NOVEMBER 2, 2023.

     The Heflin Town 
Council met at Town 
Hall, Heflin, Louisiana 
beginning at 9:31 
pm with the following 
members present: 
Mayor Ralph James 
council members Hallie 
DeMoss, Robert Sta-
chowicz, Police Chief 
Paul Migues, Water 
System Operator 
Jesse Williamson and 
Village Clerk Sherry 
Limosnero. Absent 
council member Matt 
Austin.
       The meeting was 
opened with prayer of-
fered by Ralph James 
and Hallie DeMoss 
led the Pledge of Al-
legiance.  Mayor Ralph 
James welcomed ev-
eryone to the meeting.          
      Upon motion by 
Robert Stachowicz 
and duly seconded 
by Hallie DeMoss, the 
council adopted the 
Minutes from October 
12, 2023  at Council 
Regular Meeting held 
on November 2, 2023 
as presented; the 
motion was approved 
unanimously. 
Hallie DeMoss moved 
to accept the October, 
2023 Operating Fi-
nancial Statements as 
presented; the motion 
was duly seconded by 
Robert Stachowicz.  
The motion was ap-
proved unanimously.
     Upon motion by 
Robert Stachowicz and 
duly seconded by Hall-
ie DeMoss, the council 
unanimously approved 
Water System Reports 
for October, 2023.
Hallie DeMoss 
moved to accept the 
October, 2023 Police 
Department Reports as 
presented; the motion 
was duly seconded by 
Robert Stachowicz.  
The motion was ap-
proved unanimously.
Robert Stachowicz 
moved to accept the 
October, 2023 ARP 
Report as presented; 
the motion was duly 
seconded by Hallie De-
Moss.  The motion was 
approved unanimously.
  Upon motion by Hallie 
DeMoss and duly 
seconded by Robert 
Stachowicz, the council 
unanimously approved 
RESOLUTION 004-23 
STREET, DRAINAGE, 
& MAINTENANCE, 
in the amount of 
$8,000.00 allotted by 
Webster Parish Police 
Jury.
Hallie DeMoss moved 
to INTRODUCE BUD-
GET 2024 and set the 
date for Public Hearing 
on December 7, 2023.
     Council comments 
were heard, public 
comments were heard.  
There being no further 

business to come 
before this Council, 
meeting adjourned 
by Council Member 
Robert Stachowicz.

Attest by:
Sherry Limosnero
LCMC, Village Clerk
Respectfully posted: 
11/7/2023
Adopted: 

November 15, 2023
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VILLAGE OF HEFLIN 
TOWN HALL
MAYOR AND 

COUNCIL
NOTICE OF PUBLIC 

NOTICE

A PUBLIC HEARING 
will be held as follows:

Date:  DECEMBER 
7, 2023

Time: 7:00 PM

Place: VILLAGE OF 
HEFLIN TOWN HALL
122 NORTH CHURCH 
ST.
HEFLIN, LA. 71039

Roll Call:

AGENDA: BUDGET 
2024

November 15, 2023
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If anyone knows the 
whereabouts of Jesse 
Hernandez, please 
contact Pamela Breed-
love, Attorney at Law 
at 318-423-0845.

November 15, 2023
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TNT Storage, LLC, 
owner of East 80 Stor-
age (318-377-9733) lo-
cated at 14963 Hwy 80 
East, Minden, LA, will 
have two 10 x 10 units 
to auction on www.
StorageAuctions.com 
starting on 11-15-23 at 
10:00 am and ending 
on 11-30-23 at 10:00 
am. East 80 Storage 
#1 Kendrick Jackson - 
Ironing board, pot rack, 
small dresser, wooden 
chest, electronics: 
#46 Calvin McKinney 
- 2 chairs, child’s bike, 
child’s easel, table, 
cushion end table/
stools, misc. items

November 15, 2023
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TNT Storage, LLC, 
owner of Hilltop Stor-
age - Pine St., (318-
377-9733) located at 
303 Pine St., Minden, 
LA, will have one 5 x 8 
unit to auction on www.
StorageAuctions.com 
starting 11-15-23 at 
10:00 am and ending 
on 11/30/23 at 10:00 
am. Hilltop Storage 
- Pine St. #52 Cody 
Terral - clothes, misc. 
items

November 15, 2023
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Minden Planning 
Commission Meeting

December 7, 2023 – 
10:00 a.m.

Pelican Room - Minden 
City Hall

On the agenda is a 
request from Kyndall 
Hawkins for preliminary 
approval of a lot split 
on property facing Park 
Highway.

Legal Description: 
A 0.59 acre, more or 
less, tract of land lo-
cated in the Northwest 
Quarter of the North-
east Quarter (NW/4 
of NE/4), Section 22, 
Township 19 North, 
Range 9 West, North-
western Land District, 
Louisiana Meridian 
West, Minden, Webster 
Parish, Louisiana, be-
ing Lots 10, 11, and 12, 
Block 8, Goode Annex 
to the City of Minden, 
as per map and plat 
thereof on file and of 
record in the Office of 
the Clerk of Court of 
Webster Parish, Loui-
siana, in Map Book 1, 
at Page 28, and the 
South Half of that part 
of an abandoned alley 
adjacent on the North 
side of said lots, per 
Ordinance to Close, 
in the Conveyance 
Records of Webster 
Parish, Louisiana, in 
Volume 237, at Page 
557, and the North 
Half of that part of 
an abandoned street 
adjacent on the South 
side of said lots, per 
Ordinance to Close, 
in the Conveyance 
Records of Webster 
Parish, Louisiana, in 
Volume 310, at Page 
361.

All interested parties 
will be given a chance 
to be heard.  

November 15, 2023
November 22, 2023
November 29, 2023
Minden Press Herald

SHERIFF’S SALE 

PLANET HOME 
LENDING, LLC
VS.
KYLE A. BOYER 
A/K/A KYLE BOYER 
& KATIE A WOOD-
ARD A/K/A KATIE A. 
WOODARD BOYER

In the Twenty-Sixth 
Judicial District 
Court of Webster 
Parish, Louisiana, 
No. 81004
   By virtue of a 
WRIT OF SEIZURE 
AND SALE issued 
out of the Twenty-
Sixth Judicial District 
Court of Webster 
Parish, Louisiana, 
in the above styled 
and numbered suit 
and to me directed, 
I have seized and 
taken into my pos-
session and will of-
fer for sale at public 
auction to the last 
and highest bidder 
for cash WITH-
OUT the benefit of 
appraisement and 
according to law at 
the principal front 
door of the Court-
house in the City of 
Minden, Webster 
Parish, Louisiana 
on WEDNESDAY, 
December 20, 2023, 
During the legal sale 
hours, the following 
property, to wit:

LOTS 25, 26 and 
27, PARKSIDE 
LANDING SUBDIVI-
SION, a subdivision 
of Webster Parish, 
Louisiana as per 
plat recorded in Map 
Book 4, Page 30 
of the Conveyance 
Records of Webster 
Parish, Louisiana, 
together with all 
buildings and im-
provements located 
thereon, together 
with that certain 
2009 Franklin Model 
Modular Home, 
Serial Number 
ALFRG-368-13815; 
subejct to restric-
tions, servitudes, 
rights-of-way and 
outstanding mineral 
rights of record af-
fecting the property.

That certain 
manufactured home/
mobile situated on 
the above described 
property, being a 
2009 Modular Home 
Franklin Model bear-
ing Serial Number 
ALFRG-368-13815, 
which said manufac-
tured home/mobile 
home was immo-
bilized pursuant to 
Affidavit to Immobi-
lize Manufactured/
Modular Home 
Immobilization 
dated October 7, 
2008 and filed for 
record as Instrument 
No. 508135 of the 
records of Webster 
Parish, Louisiana.

SOLD SUBJECT 
TO ANY SUPERIOR 
LIENS, MORTGAG-
ES OR PRIVILEG-
ES THERETO. 
     Said property 
seized is that of the 
defendant and will 
be sold to satisfy a 
judgment rendered 
in our Honorable 
Court. 

JASON R. PARKER 
Sheriff & Ex-Officio 

Auctioneer
Webster Parish, 

Louisiana 

Linda Vaughan - 
Deputy

November 15, 2023
December 13, 2023
Minden Press Herald



HAVE YOUR 
PET SPAYED 

OR 
NEUTERED

C O N N E C T S

FREE INTERNET
Qualify today for the Government 

Free Internet Program

CALL TODAY (844) 621-9931

YOU QUALIFY  for 
Free Internet if you 
receive Medicaid, 
SNAP, WIC, 
Housing Assistance, 
Veterans Pension, 
Survivor Benefi ts, 
Lifeline and Tribal.

Bonus offer: 4G Android Tablet with 
one time co-pay of $20

ACP program details can be found at www.fcc.gov/affordable-connectivity-program-consumer-faq

November 15, 2023
Minden Press-Herald

Come feed your soul in Louisiana with
a one-of-a-kind, close-to-home, far-from-ordinary
road trip you’ll never forget. Louisiana is a trip.
Plan one today with a wide collection of itineraries
at LouisianaIsATrip.com.

FEATURING: POVERTY POINT STATE PARK

October 23, 2023

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
WEBSTER PARISH POLICE JURY

2024 ROAD CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS

The Webster Parish Police Jury solicits sealed proposals for:
2024 Road Construction Materials.

The proposals must be in the hands of the undersigned no later 
than 2:00 p.m., Tuesday, November 28, 2023- in the Courthouse 
House Annex meeting room of the Webster Parish Police Jury, 
401 Main Street, Minden, Louisiana 71055. The bid forms and 
specification sheets are available at no charge in the office of the 
Secretary–Treasurer, Webster Parish Policy Jury.  Successful bids 
will be approved at the Regular Meeting, Webster Parish Police 
Jury on 
December 5, 2023.

The Webster Parish Police Jury is a tax-exempt governmental 
agency.

The Webster Parish Police Jury abides by the requirements of the 
Louisiana Bid Law.

ALL BIDS SUBMITTED MUST BE CLEARLY MARKED.  

Webster Parish Police Jury 

_____s/________________
Lisa Balkom
Secretary-Treasurer

October 25, 2023
November 1, 2023
November 8, 2023
November 15, 2023
November 22, 2023
Minden Press Herald

(318) 505-3318
• Painting
• Siding
• Backsplash

• Drywall
• Dump Trailer Rental

• Flooring

Any

Small J
obs EloySosa
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BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

1-833-441-0565CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

TH

E NATION
’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A R
D

1

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285
FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS 

FOREVER

**Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms for 24 mo. apply to qualifying purchases of 
$1,000 or more with approved credit. Minimum monthly payments will not pay off  balance before end of promotional period. APR for new purchases is 28.99%. 
Eff ective - 01/01/2023 - subject to change. Call 1-800-431-5921 for complete details.2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test 
of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” *For those who qualify. One coupon 
per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. Off er valid at time of estimate only. See Representative for full warranty details. Manufactured in Plainwell, 
Michigan and processed at LMTMercer Group in Ohio. AR #0366920922, CA #1035795, CT #HIC.0649905, FL #CBC056678, IA #C127230, ID #RCE-51604, LA 
#559544, MA #176447, MD #MHIC148329, MI # 2102212986, #262000022, #262000403, #2106212946, MN #IR731804, MT #226192, ND 47304, NE #50145-
22, NJ #13VH09953900, NM #408693, NV #0086990, NY #H-19114, H-52229, OR #218294, PA #PA069383, RI #GC-41354, TN #7656, UT #10783658-5501, VA 
#2705169445, WA #LEAFFNW822JZ, WV #WV056912.

APR FOR 
24 MONTHS**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+ + 01015% %%
OFF OFF

MARKING PICTURES
THE LIFE AND WORK OF
CLEMENTINE HUNTER

Plan Your Visit at 
LouisianaStateMuseums.org

Fun &
          Games
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  Your Ad | Two Newspapers | 
 Two Websites | All Business
 
                                   Scan the QR Code to get started     

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Bossier Press-Tribune                                                            Where Local Business Gets Done.
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THE TIE BREAKER: TOTAL POINTS OF 
Georgia State vs. LSUGeorgia State vs. LSU

1. ________________
2. ________________
3. ________________
4. ________________
5. ________________
6. ________________
7. ________________
8. ________________
9. ________________
10. _______________

11. _______________
12. _______________
13. _______________
14. _______________
15. _______________
16._______________
17._______________
18._______________
19._______________
20._______________

2. Kansas State vs. Kansas2. Kansas State vs. Kansas

8. Michigan State vs. Indiana 8. Michigan State vs. Indiana 

3. Utah vs. Arizona3. Utah vs. Arizona

11. Florida vs. 11. Florida vs. 
MissouriMissouri

4. Washington vs. 4. Washington vs. 
Oregon StateOregon State

19. Bucs vs. 19. Bucs vs. 
49’ers49’ers

7.  Nebraska vs. Wisconsin7.  Nebraska vs. Wisconsin

1. Georgia vs. Tennessee1. Georgia vs. Tennessee

13. Cardinals vs. Texans13. Cardinals vs. Texans

18. Jets vs. Bills18. Jets vs. Bills

20. Raiders vs. 20. Raiders vs. 
DolphinsDolphins

16. Vikings vs. Broncos16. Vikings vs. Broncos14. Chargers vs. Packers14. Chargers vs. Packers5. Louisville vs. Miami5. Louisville vs. Miami

9. University of Central Florida vs. Texas Tech9. University of Central Florida vs. Texas Tech

15. Giants vs. 15. Giants vs. 
CommandersCommanders

10. Colorado vs. Washington State10. Colorado vs. Washington State

12. Steelers vs. Browns12. Steelers vs. Browns6. Louisiana Tech vs. Jacksonville State6. Louisiana Tech vs. Jacksonville State 17. Seahawks vs. Rams17. Seahawks vs. Rams
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