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L’Jarius Sneed, two-time Super Bowl champion and Tennessee Titans cornerback, coached youth participants at the 2nd Annual L’Jarius
Sneed Football Camp held at Minden High School on June 22. Over 300 kids attended the event, learning football skills and life lessons.

LJarius Sneed holds 2nd annual football camp at
Minden High School

AMBER MCDOWN
Minden Press-Herald

The 2nd Annual LJarius
Sneed Football Camp took place
at Minden High School on June
22, drawing over 300 youth par-
ticipants. Two-time Super Bowl
champion LJarius Sneed, along-
side volunteers from across the
nation, provided hands-on foot-
ball training to the attendees.
Sneed’s family, friends, and nu-
merous community members
also contributed to the camp’s
success. The event concluded
with autograph sessions and
photo opportunities.

When asked about his motiva-
tion for starting the camp, Sneed
said, “The kids and just to give
back to my community. It’s a
way I can give back and empow-
er them. I play football in the
NFL, and I know a lot of kids in
Minden, Louisiana, want to play
NFL one day, so I try to bring it
back home every year”

Sneed emphasized the broad-
er lessons he hopes the kids
learn at the camp. “They’re
learning skills about life, not just
about football, about God; about
keeping Him first. What it took
me to get here — the hard work
and dedication, putting school

first and getting good grades —
it’s not just a football camp. I try
to empower them to be the best
person they can be. The football
camp is just a way to get them to
come.

Reflecting on his NFL career,
Sneed shared how it has shaped
him as a mentor. “It’s helped me
to become the person who I'd
never thought I'd be. Like this
camp. I never thought L7Jarius
Sneed would be right here giv-
ing back to the kids. I never
thought I'd be the blueprint to
show them the way. It’s a bless-
ing”

Sneed offered advice to young

athletes: “Keep God first. Never
leave God, and always believe
in yourself; never leave yourself.
Don’t let nobody tell you that
you can’t do all this”

Looking ahead, Sneed hinted
at more community initiatives.
“There’s a couple surprises that
I have going on. It's going to be
pretty nice”

Sneed and his family ex-
pressed gratitude to Mayor Nick
Cox, Minden High School, Mar-
keting Manager Clint Reyes, the
security detail, and everyone
who helped make the camp a

success.

CRIME

Minden
police
arrest
Dubberly
man after
altercation
at Wendy’s

STAFF REPORT
Minden Press-Herald

OnJune 19 around 8 PM,
Minden police officers re-
sponded to an active fight
at a Wendy’s restaurant
located in the 400 block
of Homer Road. Upon ar-
rival, officers were let into
the locked restaurant by a
bystander and observed
a male, later identified as
Byron Fizer, 34, of Dub-
berly, speaking loudly
and erratically to other
employees, pushing some
away as they attempted to
calm him down.

Officers positioned
themselves behind the
front counter to make con-
tact with Fizer, who was
unaware of their presence.
He was given several loud
verbal commands to step
outside and talk, which he
eventually complied with.
Outside, during the field
interview, Fizer's speech
remained erratic, and he
rambled about random
topics without forming
complete sentences, mak-
ing the interview unpro-
ductive.

During this time, one
of the officers spoke with
the restaurant manager,
who stated she did not
want to press charges and
only wanted to send Fizer
home for the day. Officers
advised Fizer he would
be frisked for weapons
and sent home due to his
behavior. However, Fizer
began reaching into his
pockets, pulling out ran-
dom items and clutching
an unknown item in his
left hand. He was given
loud verbal commands to
release it but refused and

See, CRIME, Page 3
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Greater Minden Chamber welcomes Home Federal
Bank with ribbon cutting
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WILL PHILLIPS/PRESS-HERALD PHOTO
The Greater Minden Chamber along with local community members and leaders welcomed Home Federal Bank to Minden with a ribbon cutting held at their Minden
branch, which is located at 412 Homer Road.
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Webster Parish COA hosts Summer Celebratlon for seniors

AMBER MCDOWN
Minden Press-Herald

The Webster Parish
Council on Aging (COA)
hosted a Summer Cel-
ebration on June 21, fea-
turing a musical perfor-
mance by Marcie Baker of
Plano, Texas, and Karen
Guice, the outreach coor-
dinator for COA. Seniors
enjoyed a summer lun-
cheon and door prizes
during the event.

Baker, who holds posi-
tions on both the board

for the Senior Ms. Texas
America Pageant and the
board of Spectacular Fol-
lies, has been involved
with senior events for
many years. She served
as president of the Cameo
Club for six years.

“Life has been so great
since I turned 60, and
I'm 70 now,” Baker said.
“I love Minden. This is
my third time coming. I
just love the people here.
They’re just so sweet and

accommodating.”

The Council on Aging
regularly organizes fun
events for older adults
and offers a variety of
services aimed at improv-
ing the lives of seniors in
Webster Parish. For more
information, call COA at
(318) 371-3056.

In addition to events
like the Summer Celebra-
tion, the COA provides
resources and support to
help older adults in the
community stay active

and engaged.
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CRIME

STAFF REPORT
Minden Press-Herald

Minden police officers
responded to a domestic
disturbance at the inter-
section of High and West
Street around 11:30 PM
on June 20. The incident
involved Tyler Samson,
18, who was reported to
have become violent with
family members.

Minden teen arrested for simple battery

The complainant, Sam-
son’s mother, stated that
the trouble began when
Samson attempted to
wrestle a phone from his
grandmother, leading to
a physical altercation.
Samson’s uncle, who is
wheelchair-bound due to
unrelated injuries, tried
to intervene verbally.
Samson then reportedly
attacked his uncle, caus-

ing further injury to the
uncle’s already damaged
knee, which had approxi-
mately 35 stitches. The
uncle managed to fend off
Samson, and the grand-
mother was able to calm
Samson down and con-
vince him to seek medical
help.

However, during the
drive to a medical facil-
ity, Samson again became

aggressive, threatening
to punch his mother. She
pulled over and called
911.

To verify the events,
an officer visited the 700
block of Rebecca Street
and confirmed the moth-
er's account with the
grandmother and uncle.
Both family members
expressed a desire for
Samson to be jailed, cit-

ing his abusive behavior
and substance abuse. The
grandmother  reported
that Samson had been
misusing his prescribed
medication and trading it
for marijuana.

When officers asked
for permission to search
Samson’s room for drugs,
he denied consent. De-
spite this, officers ar-
rested Samson for simple

battery based on the fam-
ily’s testimonies. He was
transported to the Min-
den Police Department
and charged with two

counts of simple battery.

All subjects are consid-
ered innocent until proven

guilty in a court of law.

BUSINESS

Welcome Keith

WILL PHILLIPS
Minden Press-Herald

The Board of Trustees
of Minden Medical Cen-
ter and Allegiance Health
Management are pleased
to announce the appoint-
ment of Keith Cox to the
position of chief execu-
tive officer, effective June
10, 2024. Cox is replacing
Jim Williams, who moved
to Allegiance Health
Management as regional

chief financial officer in
October of 2023.

Cox proudly served
in the Louisiana Army
National Guard. After
his service he attended
Northwestern State Uni-
versity of Shreveport
where he received his
nursing degree. Follow-
ing his passion for busi-
ness he moved into the
business  development
department as a clinical
liaison. He decided to

Cox, CEO, Minden

further his education and
graduated from Centena-
ry College in 2005 with his
Master’s degree in Busi-
ness Administration.
Lifecare Hospitals of
Shreveport is where Cox
began his senior level
management career as
COO and was promoted
to CEO. Cox was also the
CEO at Pathway Rehabili-
tation Hospital in Bossier
and Intensive Specialty
Hospital in Shreveport.

“I have known Keith
for 25 years or more. We
ran competing hospitals
for years and remained
friends. He has incredible
leadership skills and is
great with communicat-
ing with his providers. I'm
looking forward to Keith
growing MMC and its
services,” Scott W. Prouty,
COO, Allegiance Health
Management.

“Patients entrust us
with their healthcare,” as

Medical Center

stated by Cox “whether
it is a focus on wellness,
healing or end of life tran-
sition. We want you to
know we are here for you.
You as a patient, family,
friend and our commu-
nity deserve for all of our
staff - all positions, all
shifts, all locations and
settings - to bring our
best talents, skills and
best efforts each day. I am
looking forward to help-
ing support this team in

making that happen.”

Cox lives with his fam-
ily in Benton. He and
his wife have three chil-
dren. When asked what
he loves to do, quickly
he stated hunting, fish-
ing and cooking were on
the top of the list. He also
mentioned loving to trav-
el. Please welcome Mr.
Cox to the hospital and
our community.

WPSO

Webster Parish Sheriff’s Office
participates in gas leak simulation

AMBER MCDOWN
Minden Press-Herald

The Webster Parish
Sheriff’s Office recently
teamed up with Energy
Transfer LP staff for a
simulated gas-leak emer-
gency drill. Energy Trans-
fer LP specializes in the
transportation, storage,
and terminaling of natu-
ral gas, crude oil, NGLs,
refined products, and lig-
uid natural gas.

“There’s a lot of pipe-
lines in the parish and
they're located in both
heavily populated and
rural areas,” Sheriff Jason
Parker stated. “We have
to be prepared to imme-

drill

diately take action, and
that's what this training
session was designed to
study.”

During the drill, each
department’s  responsi-
bilities were reviewed to
enhance understanding
of their roles in emergen-
cy scenarios. Parker em-
phasized the importance
of collaboration between
private and public enti-
ties in preventing a pipe-
line failure from escalat-
ing into a disaster.

“If the event involved
Energy Transfer, they
have a response plan that
would involve our depart-
ment and other affected
law enforcement agen-

cies,” Parker explained.
“We would join with fire
departments from Min-
den and nearby commu-
nities, Homeland Security
and state agencies to in-
corporate a coordinated
response.”

Sheriff Parker high-
lighted that ensuring the
safety of Webster Parish
residents requires con-
stant preparedness and
training for unforeseen
events.

“We are constantly
training and planning,
and I believe that helps us
improve in the ways im-
portant to the safety of the
people of Webster Parish,”
Parker concluded.
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OBITUARIES
r?r ‘ Robert Brian

Eaton

Robert Brian Eaton was born in
England on January 5, 1957, to Jo
Ann Shaver Eaton and Kenneth Ed-
ward Eaton. Robert left this earth
Thursday, June 13, 2024, in Min-
den, Louisiana.

Curious from birth Robert began
taking things apart and putting them back together
from an early age. If his mom wanted something to stay
in one piece she had to hide it from him. According to
his report cards “Robert’s conduct must improve” and
unfortunately for Ms. Watson he never stopped causing
trouble in the best ways possible. For example, accord-
ing to him he threw a paper plane at President John-
son when he visited First Baptist Church in Minden. He
lived many lives in his 67 years, and he loved to tell his
story. From racing cars with the likes of Davey Allison
and Dale Earnhardt Sr. to creating numerous inven-
tions, finding collectibles in unusual places, running
the prettiest beads welding, songwriting for the likes
of Brad Paisley, watching catfish walk on land, and so
much more.

Robert always said he wanted to change the world
and he did so with his kindness. He would go out of
his way for both strangers and friends. If he saw a way
he could help he would. A “man’s man” with a heart of
gold. His hands were calloused and his tongue sharp
from spending his days working at his mechanic shop
which also seemed to serve as a community hub for his
many daily visitors. Tammy and Robert opened their
hobby store, Bobbies Hobbies, together in 1994. Robert
planned to retire to the store when he was done work-
ing on automobiles in order to focus on his passion for
R/C planes, model trains, and (smaller) automobiles.
His breadth of knowledge ranged more topics than
we’d be able to fit in this obituary. Honestly, anything
anyone could try to write pales in comparison to the
force that he was in life.

Robert leaves behind the light of his life, his daugh-
ter, Dorian Elaine Eaton and his wife and partner of 50
years, Tammy Gaile Eaton, along with countless friends
who will feel a huge hole in their daily lives. Robert was
a secret socialite who was not a fan of crowds but loved
people wholeheartedly. You can’t go anywhere in Min-
den without someone knowing him and to know him
was a gift. He will be missed by many including his Bro-
ken Bean Coffee Club and the Lunch Bunch.

So, when you miss him do something kind for some-

one else in remembrance of him. Tell a story about your
friend while you're at it. “Remembering a man’s stories
makes him immortal, did you know that?” -Daniel Wal-
lace

Perhaps the best way to honor him is by letting him
close these meager paragraphs with a poem he wrote.

Remember Me

When you stand next to a flower and watch that bee

When you see the beauty in a Dogwood Tree

Enjoy the moment and think of me.

When you see a beautiful cloud in the sky,

When it floats ever so slowly by

Enjoy the moment and think of me.

When you hear the wind whisper through the Pines

When the wind plays a tune on those chimes,

Enjoy the moment and think of me.

When the flowers so colorful start to bloom,

When the robin comes home and in his nest makes
room.

Enjoy the moment and think of me.

When the warm afternoon rain falls so softly

When the hawk flies slowly, ever so lofty

Enjoy the moment and think of me.

When you see the sunrise to wake a new day

When you look out the window and see children at
play

Enjoy the moment and think of me.

When you stand there and watch the sun set

When you lay down your head for a good night’s rest.

Enjoy the moment and think of me.

Robert B. Eaton

12/16/2006

He was preceded in death by his mother, JoAnn Hol-
lier; father, Kenneth Eaton; brother, Tim Eaton; and his
aunt, Louise McGuire. Left to cherish his memory are
his brothers, Rick and Rodney Eaton; his sister, Yvonne;
and numerous nieces, nephews, and extended family.

Serving as honorary pallbearers will be Dwayne An-
ders, Kevin Anders. Kary Bryce, Ronnie Bullock, Wayne
Chance, Derek Hopkins, Henry Laurence, Eddie Rob-
ertson, Jerry Smith, Sherburne Sentell, and Sherb Sen-
tell, I11.

A celebration of life was held at the Minden Country
Club located at 688 Pine Hills Drive, Minden, Louisi-
ana, June 22, 2024, at 2:00 PM.

In lieu of flowers, please consider a monetary dona-
tion to ease the family’s financial stress and burden
during this most difficult time. The store, Bobbies Hob-
bies, and shop, ER Automotive, were closed during
Robert’s final battle. Bills continue to amass, including
medical costs, and final expenses. Your generosity and
love are heartfelt and will never be forgotten.

Mildred Maxine
Adcock

Mildred Maxine Adcock, age 86,
of Minden, LA passed peacefully
from this life into the arms of Je-

sus on June 20, 2024, at home sur-
2 rounded by family.

Maxine was born July 21, 1937, in
Chase, LA, daughter of Velma Ophelia Goodman and
John William “Bill” Guthrie.

She was a longtime resident of Minden, LA where she
was raised worshiping in the First Pentecostal Church
of Minden with Pastor T.W. Barnes. She married Pete
Adcock of Rayville, LA in 1956 in Bosco, LA

Pete joined the Marine Corps and served for 26 years
with Maxine and the family moving often and residing
in Louisiana, South Carolina, North Carolina, Illinois,
California and Maine.

After moving back to Louisiana, Maxine and Pete
operated Pete’s Dairy Cream in Rayville and Cotton’s
Louisiana Fried Chicken in Minden.

Maxine was preceded in death by her parents; a very
special stepmother, Carrie Mae Guthrie, siblings, Opal
Brooks, Cotton Guthrie, Odean Roberts, Joe Guthrie
and Sammie Guthrie; one daughter-in-law Dawna Lisa
Adcock.

She is survived by one daughter, Cindy and husband,
Rev. Steve Bertrand of Jonesport, ME; one son, Rev.
Keith Adcock and wife, Pamela of Minden, LA; three
grandchildren, Rachel Adcock of Minden, Anna Pucket
and husband Ryan of Minden, and Andrew Bertrand of
Jonesport, ME, and fiancée, Hannah Emerson of Liver-
more, ME and one great grandson, Abel Palmer Puck-
ett of Minden; siblings Mary Elizabeth Whitehead and
husband Rev. James Whitehead of Natchitoches and
John William Guthrie, Jr. and wife Shirley of Minden,
special care-giver Sandra Stone, faithful, furry com-
panion Abby, and numerous nieces, nephews, and a
host of friends

A time for visitation was Monday, June 24, 2024,
5:00pm - 8:00pm at Rose Neath Funeral Home in Min-
den. A graveside Celebration Of Life was Tuesday June
25, 2024 at 10:00am at Gardens of Memory Cemetery
in Minden.
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Warren Law LLC

Call for a free information packet.

219 Main Street
Minden, La
318-377-8150

DEPENDABLE CAREGIVER
SEEKING WORK.

Have references if needed.
Call 318-224-3813
or 318-268-8842.

Leave message if no answer.

CRIME

Continued from Page 1

backed away, raising his
right hand with what ap-
peared to be a used glass
pipe.

Officers gave loud
verbal commands for
Fizer to turn around and
place his hands behind
his back. Fizer refused,
resisted, and threw the

altercation, both Fizer
and an officer fell to the
ground. Fizer slapped
the officer’s arms, lead-
ing another officer to
drive-stun Fizer in the
left rib cage with a Tas-

glass pipe. During a brief

er. Despite this, Fizer
continued his resistive
behavior and was drive-
stunned again before be-
ing effectively detained.
He was then placed in
a patrol unit and trans-
ported to the Minden
Police Department for
booking.

Fizer was charged with
two counts of resisting
arrest with force or vio-
lence and one count of
battery of a police officer.

All subjects are consid-
ered innocent until prov-
en guilty in a court of law.

COMMUNITY

AMBER MCDOWN
Minden Press-Herald

Krewe des Ambas-
sadeurs, a Mardi Gras
krewe that hosts a va-
riety of events, is set to

on August 3.

with Coronation XXIII,
themed “Louisiana Sat-
urday Night,” at Sam’s

at 7 PM, with the pre-

at $75.
The

outgoing XXII

hold its royal coronation

The 2024-2025 Mardi
Gras season will kick off

Town Hotel & Casino in
Shreveport. Doors open

sentation beginning at
8 PM. Tickets are priced

Krewe des Ambassadeurs
coronation set for August 3

Royalty, consisting of
Captain Tim Borst, King
Thomas Adams, Queen
Alicia Adams, Duke and
Duchess of Prosper-
ity Brandon McEachern
and Lindsay Liles, Duke
and Duchess of Hospi-
tality Kane and Amanda
Wallace, and Duke and
Duchess of Philanthro-
py Josh and Amanda
Adams, will be present-
ed and pass their du-
ties to the new Royalty
for the upcoming Mardi
Gras season.

For more information
about Krewe des Am-
bassadeurs, visit their
Facebook page.

LIONS CLUB

Heflin couple shares insights on hosting exchange students at

AMBER MCDOWN student offers various
Minden Press-Herald benefits, such as being
a role model, sharing

Clint and Micaela American culture, learn-

Brunson of Heflin were ing about different cul-

Lions Club meeting

the guest speakers at the
noon Lions Club meet-
ing on June 20, discussing
their experiences as hosts
for exchange students.
The Brunsons, honored
as the 2023 Host Family
of the Year by the Interna-
tional Cultural Exchange
Services (ICES), began
hosting in 2019 to recap-
ture the lively atmosphere
they enjoyed when their
children and friends filled
their home.

“We got into this a few
years ago when my sweet
wife came to me and said,
‘Twant a baby...or we can
adopt or we can get into
the exchange program,
and I said, ‘Well, you
might want to get those
exchange people on the
phone,” Clint Brunson
shared with a laugh. The
couple agrees that host-
ing exchange students
has enriched their lives

significantly, creating
lasting relationships that
span the globe.

Hosting an exchange

tures, and creating lasting
memories. According to
the Brunsons, any type
of family can host an ex-
change student, includ-
ing those with or without
children, single parents,
grandparents, and same-
sex couples. Hosts must
be at least 25 years old,
complete an application,
and ensure that all house-
hold members aged 18 or
older pass a background
check. While there are no
strict financial require-
ments, applicants must
not be on public assis-
tance.

Hosts provide students
with a home, their own
bed, transportation, and
meals. Students arrive
with their own medi-
cal insurance and funds
for personal expenses. A
coordinator assists the
host family and student
to ensure a good match
and address any issues or
questions.

“If you want to host,

you can host. We will help
you find a perfect match
for your home,” said Mi-
caela Brunson. Exchange
students, aged 14 to 18,
come from a wide vari-
ety of countries, such as
Spain, Turkey, and Viet-
nam. They typically ar-
rive in July or August and
leave in May or June after
the school year ends. All

Excellence

students speak English to
some degree.

If a student and family
are not a good fit, or if the
family can no longer host,
a coordinator will find an
emergency  placement
for the student. “There
are ways to move things
around to accommo-
date both parties,” Clint
Brunson explained.

“We have about 20
students from differ-
ent countries — boys
and girls — who are still
needing a home for this
upcoming year,” Micaela
Brunson noted. She re-
cently became a coordi-
nator for ABC Education
Group and believes that
the cultural exchange
program benefits every-

one involved.

For more information
on hosting foreign ex-
change students, visit the
ABC Education Group
website at www.abce-
ducationgroup.com/.
Micaela Brunson is also
available on her Facebook
page to answer questions
about hosting exchange
students.
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OPINION

Is There Anything Wrong with Posting the Ten
Commandments in Louisiana Public Schools?

This past week the Louisi-
ana Legislature passed into
law a bill that requires the dis-
playing of the 10 Command-
ments in every public- school
classroom in the state. Our
young people are trying to
survive the cultural cesspool
that modern American soci-
ety has become and being re-
minded of the eternal princi-
ples of morality and faith, and
encouraging respect for par-
ents, can only benefit them.

Naturally, the atheist and
“civil liberties” groups like the
ACLU (which hasn’t found a
conservative civil liberty to
champion in decades) im-
mediately vowed to sue argu-
ing the display constitutes an
“establishment” of religion,
notwithstanding the fact that
the 10 Commandments also
provide the general founda-
tion for American civil and
criminal law.

These groups quote Thom-
as Jefferson, that there should
remain “a separation between
church and state” Well, all
that our Framers intended by
the Establishment Clause was
that there be no official state
religion of the kind the Pil-
grims fled when they settled
in America. That is all. The
Framers never intended for
there to exist this outright
hostility to all notions of re-
ligion and faith in public life.
However, that’s what we have.

Jefferson absolutely favored
free exercise of religion and
cited as one of his proudest
accomplishments the reli-

gious freedom law he wrote
for his native state of Virginia.
Jefferson opposed a man-
dated state religion. Beyond
that, he supported the broad-
est definition of religious lib-
erty possible.
Back to the new law.

It should be unnecessary

but perhaps the way to avoid
having the law struck down
is by including other histori-
cal displays such as the Dec-

laration of

Indepen-
dence, the
Mayflower
Compact,
and the
Northwest
Ordinance.
Perhaps,
the Jew-
ish Torah
and Mus-
lim Koran

ROYAL
ALEXANDER

surround-
ing the 10 Commandments
display with other religious
and historical displays, it
would be imbued with aca-
demic, educational, and his-

torical value outside of any

religious context.
The current U.S. Supreme
Court has been more accom-

modating of free exercise of

religion, including the case
of Kennedy v. Bremerton,
the “praying football coach”
who was fired from his job at
a public high school after he
briefly knelt after games to
offer a prayer of thanks. The
Court ruled in his favor, find-

as well. By

ing that the coach had never
attempted to force his players
to join him, or based playing
time upon player participa-
tion in the prayer. Rather, in
firing the coach the school
district had unconstitution-
ally punished him “for engag-
ing in a brief, quiet, Personal
religious observance.”

I note that for decades the
Supreme Court employed
the “Lemon test” in estab-
lishment of religion cases.
(Lemon v. Kurtzman). The
test applies three principles:
1) Whether the “religious” ac-
tion or display had a clear sec-
ular purpose. 2). Whether the
primary effect of the action or
display would advance or in-
hibit religion. 3). Whether the
action or display would create
an excessive government en-
tanglement with religion.

Let’s do a quick analysis:

I would argue the display
has a clear secular purpose
in that the 10 Command-
ments have great historical,
academic, and educational
(and, depending upon how
the display is prepared and
posted, even artistic) signifi-
cance aside from any reli-
gious connotation. Second,
I don’t think a display of the
10 Commandments in Loui-
siana public schools has the
primary effect of advancing
religion. I think it primar-
ily contributes to students’
education about American
and world history as well as
the study of the Bible as an
academic pursuit. Finally, it

would not create an excessive
entanglement with govern-
ment because a display of this
type would simply be present
to be noticed or not noticed
by uninterested students. It’s
no more an entanglement
of government with religion
than a rendition of the Mona
Lisa hanging on the same
school wall.

Well, the Lemon test is
complicated and confusing
and has now been rejected
by the Supreme Court which
ruled that, instead, the es-
tablishment clause “must be
interpreted by ‘reference to
historical practices and un-
derstandings” I much prefer
the new standard because
America has many historical
practices involving faith and
religion in the public square
as well as the understanding
that such practices are based
not only on faith and religion
but on our nation’s culture,
history, and tradition.

Even if this new law is
struck down, it nonetheless
has great symbolic value in
having existed in the first
place. Essentially, the new
law—however long it may
last—sends an unmistakable
message about the values of
Louisiana and what we think
is important to emphasize in
public education.

SHREVEPORT ATTORNEY, ROYAL
ALEXANDER, WORKED IN D.C. IN THE U.S.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FOR NEARLY
8 YEARS FOR TWO DIFFERENT MEMBERS
OF CONGRESS FROM LOUISIANA.

INSPIRATION

Bringing the Ten

President Ronald Reagan
quoted II Chronicles 7:14 in
his 1981 Inaugural address
when he said “If my peo-
ple, which are called by my
name, shall humble them-
selves, and pray, and seek
my face, and turn from their
wicked ways; then will I hear
from heaven, and will for-
give their sin, and will heal
their land.”

I don’t have words to ex-
press my shockwhen I heard
that Louisiana  Governor
Landry issued a declaration
that the classrooms in Loui-
siana will have the Ten Com-
mandments in full view.

It doesn’t take a genius to
know that our nation has
slid a long ways when ev-
ery day or so we hear of one
more mass shooting.

When I was a child we sat
up and took notice to our
old fashioned ministers.

Itisn’t myimagination that
we have sled a long ways.

Has life really changed so
much?

I reflected back to the
Donna Reed days that I
sense are over, along with
full-service stations, fathers
who came straight home

from work to read the eve-
ning paper - also a relic of
the past - before the entire
family sat down to their
regular evening meal once
called supper.

N o w
each one
fends for
himself -
from dawn
till dusk -
because it
takes Mom
and Dad -
to pay for
the four
cars in the
garage.

As Twrite
I ask, “Where do we go from
here? How do start back -
how do we put the home
back together - return ser-
vice with a smile to even the
local gas pumps? How do we
go back once we've crossed
the picket lines or is it up to
the next generation to figure
that one out?

How do we arrange to
keep Johnny and Susie out
of jail - off of the streets and
out of trouble?

In a dark period of my life,
I saw a plaque in my Aunt

SARAH
HUDSON
PIERCE

Commandments

Ruth’s house. It read “A jour-
ney of a thousand miles be-
gins with the first step.”

Change always begins
with the first step.

We can only go back one
person at a time - as we
reach out - reach up - em-
brace those within our
midst - and turn our lives -
our hearts over to a Higher
Power and be unafraid to
confess that belief to those
within our midst.

It does little good to voice
simple platitudes - writ-
ten words of comfort that
lack the sustenance or the
strength to bond together
the family unit that has be-
come unglued.

Where we start can only
begin within - and must
radiate outward to include
and draw others into our
family circles - because its
still true “It takes a whole
village to raise a child” - not
just a Mom and Dad or only
one parent - who perhaps

received little nurturing
within their own childhood
days.

But with all of this said,
I must confess that I feel a
spirit of hope - of caring that

is pervading the atmosphere
wherever I go.

I sense a hunger that can-
not contain itself - that will
not be satisfied with false-
ness - of keeping barriers
intact but must be commu-
nicated in order to keep our
senses on - in order to main-
tain one’s equilibrium.

After all Anais Nin’s words
still ring true: “We are each
of us, angels flying with only
one wing and we can only
fly while embracing each
other”

This feeling of caring can
strengthen the home one
person at a time but how do
we go back once we have
crossed the picket line?

Could it be that we have
left God out of the home and
the school, unaware that we
better look up before it is too
late.

Because Jesus is the same
yesterday, today and forever
He can still move moun-
tains,.

He is still in control.

CONTACT SARAH AT SARAHP9957@
AOL.COM

FROM THE BACK PORCH

We grew up in the coun-
try where we attended a little
white church. We attended
on Sunday morning, often on
Sunday evening and on what
we called “protractive’ meeet-
ings, better known now as
revivals. The term protractive
referred to extended or drawn
out, thus the name related to
the revival meetings which
sometimes lasted as long as
two weeks.

During these times, Daddy
would let us come in early
from the field work in order
to get ready for the “tractive”
meetings, as they were called.
As Iremember, my main thing
to get ready was to polish
my shoes, usually white san-
dals. We would have visiting
preachers that the adults were
anxious to hear. Not that they
didn’'t go to hear their own

The little country church

pastors, it was just always in-
teresting to hear others.

We got to church, which
was not air conditiioned,
and made sure all the win-
dows were
opened
to  create
a  breeze.
That, and
cardboard
fans, pro-
vided by
the funeral

-

Y home, or
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MOORE

only cool-

ing system we had.

During our regular Sun-
days, if it was extremely warm,
our teachers would take us
outside to sit on the steps for
our classes.

After quite some time it was

decided the building needed
to be replaced and updated
so plans were made for a new
brick one. Work was soon be-
gun on it and after many years
the little while church was no
longer in place. During the
building process, the congre-
gation continued to manage
its services on site.

At some point along the
way , as a teenager, I was
teaching the Primary Sunday
School Class. I tried to add ac-
tivities to make it more inter-
esting for the youngsters. We
planned a picnic lunch and
since there were no shade
trees, we spread our lunch in
the shade of the building on
the extra building blocks. A
few parents joined us and we
all enjoyed the outing.

Later, there were several
young married ladies and we

began to assume some of the
duties. One took on the task
of preparing and printing
the weekly bulletin. As I had
just begun writing and being
published, I submitted a bit
of poetry which was added to
the back of the bulletin each
week.

As the years rocked on,
some of us kept volunteering
for other activities. Our pas-
tor’s wife wanted to present a
short play, following a study
of Corrie Ten Boom’s life. A
friend took the leading role
and I was assigned the role of
her mother. We made our cos-
tumes and that night had our
makeup done. I needed fa-
cial wrinkles and gray hair to
look the part. We had fun and
it was a hit, (Especially since
it was something new for our
church.)

Later, it was decided that
the church need more rooms.
so an addition was made,
consisting of a kitchen and
fellowship room where the
congregation enjoyed many
get togethers , from pot-luck
meals to banquets for the
youth and wedding recep-
tions for ones who grew up in
the church. An additional up-
grade has since been made as
it still serves its people of the
community.

The little white church
served it’s purpose as it gave
birth to many committed
Christians, some of whom
continue to serve Him in the
larger, newly-designed facil-

ity.

FANNIE MOORE LIVES IN SHONGALOO.
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FOOTBALL

L’Jarius Sneed Camp

Two-time Super Bowl champion L'Jarius Sneed
hosted his second youth football camp last Saturday
at Minden High School. The former Minden High,
Louisiana Tech and Kansas City Chiefs star corner-
back signed with the Tennessee Titans during the
offseason.

Photos by Amber McDown/Press-Herald

ATHLETICS

Legendary GSU coach Ellis inducted
into Louisiana Sports Hall of Fame

BRAD WELBORN
NSU Assistant Sports
Information Director

CURTIS FORD
GSU Associate AD
for Athletic Communications

Legendary former
Grambling State baseball
coach Wilbert Ellis was in-
ducted into the Louisiana
Sports Hall of Fame last
Saturday night in Natchi-
toches.

He was one of 12 in-
ductees in the Class of
2024. Among the others
were former Saints quar-
terback Drew Brees and
former LSU women’s bas-
ketball star and three-time
Olympic gold medalist
Seimone Augustus.

Willis, the recipient

of this year’s Ambassa-
dor Award, spent 43 years
coaching the Tigers, as-
suming the head coaching
role in 1977 upon the re-
tirement of Ralph Waldo
Emerson Jones.

He amassed a 701-478-
2 career record in 26 sea-
sons as head coach, retiring
following the 2003 season.
Ellis, who had his No. 31
jersey retired last season,
led GSU to three SWAC
championships and guided
the Tigers to three NCAA
Tournament appearances.

A trusted advisor for
countless coaches and ad-
ministrators, Ellis reflected
on those that he learned
from and now join in the
state’s most elite sports

group.

“Eddie Robinson would
say don’t cry,” Ellis joked
during a press conference
in Natchitoches last Thurs-
day. “It’s pretty hard not to
but I think I'm alright. I've
been honored to go into a
few of these but when you
think about it being your
own state its something to
be proud of.

“I knew I wanted to
be a coach from the time
I was nine. I just wanted
to form a group and see
what we could do to win
some games. My dad said
you might win ball games,
but can you win lives. And
thankfully through the
grace of God we've been
able to do that.”

Ellis offered credit to
Fredrick Hobdy and Jones,

two more pillars of Gram-
bling for being mentors
and guides through his ca-
reer and life.

Ellis is only the second
recipient of the Ambassa-
dor Award. It was created
by the Hall’'s parent or-
ganization, the Louisiana
Sports Writers Association,
and was first presented
to network broadcaster
Tim Brando as part of the
LSHOF Class of 2020.

The award honors long-
term exemplary contribu-
tions to the perception of
Louisiana by an individual
who has ties to the state’s
sports landscape.

Ellis becomes the 13th
member of the Hall of
Fame affiliated with Gram-
bling State.

BASEBALL

June a busy
month for
parish players

RUSSELL HEDGES
Minden Press-Herald

The 2024 high school
baseball season ended in
late April or early May for
most area teams. But it
didn’t take long for par-
ish players to get back on
the field to prepare for the
2025 season.

This is basically base-
ball's  offseason  even
though it comes directly
after the previous season.

While there are games,
the final score is not the
most important thing.
Some veterans have to
prepare to play a differ-
ent position and of course
there are new starters that
coaches must evaluate.

Minden played several
games early this month.
The Tide were scheduled to
play a couple of more Mon-
day and Tuesday.

Minden has six players
back, including All-District
1-4A  shortstop Bryson
Ranger, from a team that
went 26-12 last season and
finished one victory short
of making the state tourna-
ment.

The Tide faced 1-4A
rival North DeSoto in two
five-inning games on June
11.

Landon Brewer, a
standout last season, al-
lowed just one hit, struck
out 10 and walked one in
a 1-0 victory in the second
game. Landyn Huddleston,
another returning starter,
had a double and drove in
the only run.

Huddleston also went
3-for-3 against Lakeside
on June 6. Brewer, Ranger
and Bray Winston all had
two hits.

Lakeside has played 14
games since May 27, ac-
cording to its GameChang-
er site. The Warriors last
games were June 18, a dou-
bleheader sweep of North
Webster.

Lakeside has four play-

ers back from last season’s
team that went 16-15 and
reached the quarterfinals
of the non-select Division
IV playoffs.

Rising senior Peyton
Gray, a second baseman
and pitcher, and rising
senior Jon Jon Dick, a
catcher, were first-team
All-District 1-2A selections
last season.

Infielders Eli Campbell
and Gage Williams, and
outfielders Brock Case and
Jake Glass were second-
team selections.

Of course, the returning
players did not play in all
the summer games as some
also play on travel teams.

Williams, a rising soph-
omore, had three hits in a
6-3 victory against North
Webster on June 18. Dick
went 2-for-3 with a home
run.

Dakota Chreene, a
pitcher and infielder, had
three hits and Maddox Cas-
cio hit a home run against
Doyline on June 12. Glass
went 3-for-4 and Dick had
two doubles against Cedar
Creek on June 11.

Lakeside loses top
pitchers Jordan Isbell and
Hunter Sutton to gradu-
ation. The Warriors have
used a variety of pitchers.

Hayden Williams
pitched a five-inning three-
hittter with eight strikeouts
and no walks on May 28
against North Webster.

Glenbrook rising senior
Easton Sanders and Min-
den 2024 graduate Brody
Bowere have played with
the Bossier Phillies 180
team, which was 12-2-1 this
through last Saturday.

Bower pitched a six-
inning one-hitter with 10
strikeouts and no walks
in a 9-0 win over Benton’s
18U team on June 2.

Sanders, a first-team
Class 1A selection, pitched a
four-hitter with nine strike-
outs and two walks against
Texarkana Legion 18U.

OUTDOORS

My dad, they called him Doc

GLYNN HARRIS

He was no doctor. His
formal education ended
when he graduated from
high school after the 11th
grade; more than 65 years
ago, there was no 12th
grade. As a kid, Thom-
as Ernest Harris, born
March 5, 1909, was given
the nickname by an older
gentleman who for some
unknown reason, began
calling him “Little Doc”.

The Doc Harris I knew
growing up was a dad that
I cherished and wanted to
emulate. His career with
the Louisiana Department
of Wildlife and Fisheries
working in Predator Con-
trol, made me the envy of
kids at school. I got to go
with my daddy to run his
traps where we would find
a variety of wildlife such as
wolves and bobcats in his
traps. When I told class-
mates about what dad had
trapped, I'm sure my chest
stuck out a bit as I noticed
their envy.

Dad enjoyed squirrel
hunting but never had the
passion for deer hunting.
Yet on his one and only deer
hunt, he brought home a
trophy 9 point buck weigh-
ing over 200 pounds.

Working for Wildlife
and Fisheries, one of his an-
nual tasks was to assist at
wildlife management areas,
checking in hunters and re-
cording the deer taken.

One year, his assign-
ment was on a wildlife
management area in Sabine
Parish and after checking in
the hunters, there was a lull
before they began trickling
back with their deer. Dad,
not being a deer hunter,
didn’t have a deer rifle but
one of the guys working
with him at the check sta-
tion had brought his 3030
but had no plan to use it
that day, asking dad if he’d
like to use it.

Dad borrowed the rifle,
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Doc Harris with the only deer he ever killed on the only deer hunt he ever made.

walked out back behind the
check station and took a
seat on a log, probably en-
joying the coolness of a fall
morning. His enjoyment
came to an abrupt end when
this big buck stepped out of
the thicket in front of him,
dad shot, brought down the
only buck he would ever
take on the only deer “hunt”
he would ever make.

Before starting work as
a trapper, he held a variety
of jobs, one of which was
a salesman for Watkins
Products. He’'d sometimes
take me with him as he
drove around the country-
side visiting with folks and
I never remember him as
a high pressure salesman.
He would sit and visit and
tell tales with customers
and if they were interested
in what he was selling or
if they weren’t, he enjoyed
just sitting and visiting.

Once I went along with
him and at one of his stops,
while visiting, the customer
he was talking with pulled

out a plug of Brown’s Mule
chewing tobacco. He cut off
a chunk, handed it to daddy
who followed suit. Being the
curious kid I was, I asked if
I might try it — I was maybe
6-7 years old.

Daddy thought it was
a good time to teach his
young son a lesson on the
evils of tobacco, so he cut
a piece off, handed it to
me with the expectation of
watching me retch and turn
green and never want to
fool with tobacco again. To
his surprise, I loved it and
instead of being repelled
by the nasty stuff, I wanted
more.

Daddy grew up on his
dad’s farm in Goldonna. Af-
ter his Naval career ended,
he met and married a pretty
young lady from the neigh-
bouring village of Readhim-
er and together, they raised
three children, me, my
brother Tom who was two
years younger than me and
our sister, Linda. Daddy
was a Christian, deacon and

Sunday School teacher and
faithful church member.

The daddy I knew was
a mixture of seriousness
and fun, mostly fun. He
could turn any project into
fun and that’s why today,
my memories of my daddy
were basically all good ones.

On the day he died from
lung cancer in 1976, I had
taken my mom to visit him
in the Veteran’s hospital in
Shreveport. For a few mo-
ments, he and I were in the
room alone when he told me
he had overheard his doctor
tell a colleague that his con-
dition was terminal. He told
me to take mom back home,
that he was tired of fighting
it and was ready to go meet
Jesus. I got a call from the
hospital that night telling
me daddy had passed away.

Having just experienced
Father’s Day, I had to write
this column in my daddy’s
memory and honor. How
blessed I am to have been
raised by a daddy like Doc
Harris.

Fishing Report

BLACK BAYOU
—Bream are bedded
and biting crickets and
worms around the trees.
Lots of moss and pads.
Crappie best fishing
shiners or jigs in holes in
moss. Bass best on top-
water lures early morn-
ings. Contact Honey
Hole Tackle Shop 323-
8707 for latest informa-
tion.

BUSSEY BRAKE
— Summer pattern is
starting and bass are
scattered but some big
ones can still be caught
on fake frogs early and
soft plastics later. Crap-
pie fishing has been
good fishing around
deep brush. Bream are
on the beds and hitting
worms and crickets. For
latest information, con-
tact the Honey Hole at
323-8707.

OUACHITA RIV-
ER — The water is fall-
ing. Crappie are best
fishing shiners or jigs
in the sloughs. Bream
are beginning to bed in
the backwaters. Bass
fishing has been fair to
good fishing the mouth
of sloughs. For latest in-
formation, contact the
Honey Hole Tackle Shop
at 323-8707.

LAKE D’AR-
BONNE - Bass have
been best early morn-
ing on topwaters with
soft plastics, swim baits
and crank baits work-
ing best later. Crappie
are good on the flats
and are hitting shiners
and jigs in 14-16 foot
water. Bream are on the
beds and taking crick-
ets or worms. Catfish-
ing is good fishing cold
worms off the banks. For
latest information, call
Anderson Sport Center
at 368-9669 or Honey

Hole Tackle Shop at 323-
8707.
LAKE CLAI-

BORNE - There have
been some reports of
stripers  starting to
school and hitting shad
imitation lures. Bass
fishing is best fishing
around the boat docks
and piers with spinners,
crank baits and soft
plastics. Crappie have
moved deep and are
best around submerged
brush on shiners and
jigs. Bream should still
be around shallow bed-
ding areas and hitting
worms and crickets. For
latest information, call
Kel’s Cove at 927-2264
or Terzia Tackle at 278-

4498.

CANEY LAKE -
Bream fishing for chin-
quapins and Dbluegills
has been good around
shallow bedding areas.
Big oversized plastic
worms and crank baits
are picking up some
good sized bass in deep-
er water around the sec-
ondary points especially
at night. Crappie are best
fishing jigs or shiners
around submerged tops.
For information contact
Caney Lake Landing at
259-6649, Hooks Ma-
rina at 249-2347, Terzia
Tackle at 278-4498 or
the Honey Hole Tackle
Shop at 323-8707.

LAKE POVERTY
POINT - Fishing over-
all has been quite slow
this week. For latest re-
ports, call Poverty Point
Marina at 318/878-0101.

LAKE YUCATAN —
The water is falling, the
road is open. No fishing
reports so far but should
start to improve. For info
call Surplus City Land-
ing at 318/467-2259.
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Thousands of books have
been written about it. Talk-show
hosts and guests talk about
prayer quite often. Small chil-
dren know the “Now I lay me
down to sleep” prayer - but that
may be the only prayer they
know! Seasoned church lead-
ers may simply repeat a well-
rehearsed prayer they learned
years ago. Others seem to be
trying to impress the Heavenly
English Teacher by using super-
cilious adjectives and adverbs
when praying. And then there
are those historians who pray
through the Bible, recount a list
of facts (of which the Lord is al-
ready aware), or men who have
long lists of names and events
to mention while “he has the at-
tention of God” And some can
stand and share stirring testi-
monies of “mountains that were

moved” as a result of a simple

prayer.

There are many references to
prayer in the Bible. Some of the
great prayers of the Old Testa-
ment inspire us to the heavens
still  today.
Prayers of
the Apostles
and disci-
ples also stir

our soul’s

Bill Crider

spirit.  Je-
sus’ prayers
were simple, yet so powerful. In
fact, His disciples were so im-
pressed with his prayers and his
teachings about it, they begged
him to teach them to pray, thus,
we have “The Model Prayer”
(Matt.6:9-15)!  Yes, believers
know the power of prayer. We
know the power of electricity as
well, but sometimes fail to ‘turn

on the switch’

We know the Model Prayer

Because of Prayer

and most of us can recite it
“with our eyes closed” I mean,
we quickly skim over it, and sel-
dom take time to concentrate
on the powerful implications
of Jesus’ teaching. (Matt 6:9-15;
Luke 11:2-4). Consider reading
the remarks about this prayer
in a couple different commen-
taries to see what some theolo-
gians have to say concerning the
depth and penetrating teach-
ings of the prayer.

Talk to men and women of
faith (that you know) and lis-
ten to the miracles they have
experienced that came about
“because of prayer” The young
couple who miraculously was
spared in an accident or whose
child was healed from a dreaded
disease - the elderly widow that
has lived by faith all these years
following her husband’s death,

etc. They all can testify it was

only “because of prayer” they
have survived. Yes, there are
great dividends attached to sin-
cere and heartfelt prayers.

Jesus said, “If you have a tiny
measure of faith (as a small
mustard seed), you can speak
to mountains (impossible chal-
lenges, unsolvable problems, or
broken relationships, etc) and
God can use your faith to move
these ‘barriers’ out of your way.”
(Luke 17:6). Yes, all because of
prayer, God can perform these
miracles. The man that lives by
faith will see the Hand of God
moving in many ways in many
directions. And it’s all because
of his prayers of faith. Read
some biographies of Bill Bright,
Lee E Thomas, Fannie Crosby,
William C Peel, George Muel-
ler, Amy Carmichael, Corrie ten
Boon, William Carey, Billy Gra-

ham and other such powerful

witnesses. They all reveal that
such ‘power’ came to them all
because of the prayers - totally
committed to their faith that
God will answer ‘according to
His holy will!

Matt.7:7-8 is a familiar teach-
ing: “Ask and it will be given you;
seek and you shall find; knock
and the door shall be open to
him; for everyone who asks re-
ceives; he who seeks finds; and
to him who knocks, the door
will be opened” And the doors
of Heaven will be opened and
all sorts of blessings will come
pouring down upon us. And it’s

all “because of prayer”.

BILL CRIDER IS CHAPLAIN OF MINDEN
MEDICAL CENTER

THE UPWARD LOOK

Fathers, Provoke Not

“Fathers, do not provoke your chil-

dren to anger, but bring them
up in the discipline and in-
struction of the Lord.” Ephe-
sians 6:4 NASB

Do not provoke and exas-
perate your children to an-
ger and rebellion. Too often
parents lash out in anger
or frustration at their child,
escalating a tense situation
with harsh and berating
words.

that parents discipline and correct a

INSPIRATION

Conviction vs.

Max Hutto

Bullying and browbeating a

child leads the child down a path of

despair, resentment, anger, and dev-

astation. While it is vitally important

child, discipline and correction
must not be done in anger but
with love that nurtures and in-
structs.

Lord Jesus, I need wisdom
to know how to discipline my
children in ways that build
them up, training them to obey
and follow You. Help me to be
an example to my children of
Your grace, mercy, and love.

MAX HUTTO IS A BAPTIST MINISTER AND A RESI-
DENT OF MINDEN. MORE INFORMATION CAN BE FOUND

AT WWW.UPWARDLOOK.ORG.

FIRST

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
MINDEN

Conviction and Condemnation may
seem to be similar words by their defi-
nition but to God, they are miles apart.
However, many of us as believers don’t

understand the difference.
The goal of this writing is to
clarify that difference through
scripture. John 3:17-18 New
International Version says: “17
For God did not send his Son
into the world to condemn the
world, but to save the world
through him. 18 Whoever be-
lieves in him is not condemned,
but whoever does not believe
stands condemned already be-
cause they have not believed

in the name of God’s one and only Son.”

|
Bernard Harris

While John 16:7-8 New Living Transla-

tion says:

“7 But in fact, it is best for you

that I (Jesus) go away, because if I don't,

the Advocate won’t come. If T do go

away, then I will send him to you. 8 And

Condemnation

when he comes, he will convict the world
of its sin, and of God’s righteousness,
and of the coming judgment.” These two
scriptures make distinct separations de-

fining condemnation as judg-
ment and conviction as in-
stilling a strong belief in God’s
righteousness. The death of
our savior on the cross saves
us from condemnation and
the judgment that the enemy
tries to place on us and gives
us the gift of the holy spirit that
convicts us and steers us away
from the grip of sin. In closing I
encourage everyone to pray for
God’s conviction to combat the

enemies condemnation.

BERNARD HARRIS Il IS A HAUGHTON FIREMAN AND A

LOCAL RESIDENT OF MINDEN

How can.we

pray foriyoune

» s

fyou’re in need of prayer,
ve can help you. Coentact the
FBC 24-Hour) Prayer Ministry
at 37’7—PRAY.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURGH+

301 Pennsylvania X{Ienue o Mi r..ar_;', 57

,
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CLASSIFIEDS

Classified line ads are published Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday in the Minden Press-Herald, Bossier Press-Tribune and online at www.press.herald.com

PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

classifieds@press-herald.com

Classified
Rates

Pricing is easy!

$7.75

Per Day - Up to 20 words!
Aditional words are only 30
cents more!

Garage Sales

No word limit.

$11

One Day

$16.50
Two Days

Receive a FREE Garage
Sale Kit with your two day
ad!

* Garage Sale ads must be
prepaid.

Deadlines

Ads

Line ads and display ads must
be submitted by noon two
days before publication.

Public Notices
Public notices must be sub-
mitted two days prior to
publication date depending
on the length. Notices may be
emailed to classifieds@press-
herald.com

Payments
Cash Checks, Billing

Real Estate Notice
“All real estate advertised
here is subject to the Fed-
eral Fair Housing Act, which
makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or
discrimination based on race,
color, religion, sex, handicap,
familial status, or national
origin, or intention to make
any such preference, limita-
tion, or discrimination. We
will not knowlingly accept
any advertising for real estate,
which is in violation of th
elaw. All persons are hereby
informed that all dwellings
advertised are available on an
equal opportunity basis.

Grow
Your
Business

Call to place your ad!

PLACE
YOUR
AD

TODAY!
377-1866

NOTICE OF PUBLIC
MEETING

The Minden Housing
Authority will hold a
Public Meeting on July
29, 2024, at 9:30 AM
at 1209 East Street,
Minden Louisiana, to
receive comments on
the following:

Revised 2021 Capital
Fund 5-Year Action
Plan Budget/2021 An-
nual Statement

Revised 2022 Capital
Fund 5-Year Action
Plan Budget/2022 An-
nual Statement

Revised 2023 Capital
Fund 5-Year Action
Plan Budget/2023 An-
nual Statement

All documents will be
on display and avail-
able for viewing for 45
days starting June 5,
2024 at the office of
the Housing Authority
at the same address
above, Monday
through Thursday,
between the hours of
9AM and 3PM.

June 5, 2024

June 12, 2024

June 19, 2024

June 26, 2024

July 3, 2024

July 10, 2024

July 17, 2024

July 24, 2024
Minden Press Herald

PUBLIC NOTICE

The amended budget
of the Webster Parish
Clerk of Court covering
fiscal year 2023/2024
has been adopted
after a public hearing
held on June 13,

2024. A summary of
the budget is avallable
for public inspection
at the Webster Parish
Clerk of Court during
normal business hours.
This notice serves

as certification that

all statutory require-
ments have been met
in accordance with RS
39:1307.

June 26, 2024
Minden Press Herald

PUBLIC NOTICE

The budget of the

Webster Parish Clerk

of Court covering fiscal
ear 2024/2025 has
een adopted after

a public hearing held

on June 13, 2024.

A summary of the

budget is available

for public inspection

at the Webster Parish

Clerk of Court during

normal business hours.

This notice serves

as certification that

all statutory require-

ments have been met

in accordance with RS

39:1307.

June 26, 2024
Minden Press Herald

PROCEEDINGS

OF THE CITY OF
MINDEN, STATE OF
LOUISIANA, TAKEN
IN SPECIAL SESSION
HELD ON JUNE 17,
2024

The Minden City
Council met at City Hall
in Minden, Louisiana,
beginning at 8:00
a.m. with the following
members present:
Mayor Nick Cox, Levon
Thomas, Latasha
Mitchell, Michael Roy,
and Andy Pendergrass.
Absence(s): Carlton
Myles. Mayor Cox wel-
comed everyone to the
meeting. Prayer was
offered by Andy Pend-
ergrass and the Pledge
of Allegiance was led
by Levon Thomas. It
is noted for the record
that Mayor Cox al-
lowed both council and
public comments prior
to every vote.

Regarding ltem
(1) Appeal — Termina-
tion of City of Minden
Employee, Former
Airport Manager Ste-
ven Burdeaux, and at
the request of counsel
for Steven Burdeaux,
Mayor Cox asked for
a motion to retire to
executive session to
discuss a proposed
settlement of the
subject matter which
gave rise to the ap-
Rﬂ(—;al. UFon motion b

ichael Roy and duly
seconded by Latasha
Mitchell, the council
voted unanimously
to retire to executive
session. At 8:08 a.m.,
the council retired to
executive session.

At 8:34 a.m.,

Mayor Cox declared
the executive session
closed and the regular
session reconvened.
City Attorney Jimbo
Yocom announced that
an agreement between
the City of Minden and
Steven Burdeaux had
been met and that the
appeal was withdrawn
by Steven Burdeaux.

There being no
further business,
the meeting was
adjourned.

Nicholas A. Cox,
Mayor

ATTEST:

Melaney Langford,
City Clerk

June 26, 2024
Minden Press Herald

Town of Cotton Valley
Monthl¥ Meeting
Meetin? ate: June

11, 2024

Meeting was called to
order by Mayor Ashley
Williams Jones
Invocation and Pledge
was led by Alderman
Reggie Shaw and in
unison.

Roll call by municipal
clerk, Tiffany Parish

1. Alderman R. Shaw
gpresent)

. Alderman J. Carter
gpresent)

. Alderman E. Par-
ish (present)
4. Alderman C. Lewis
(present)
5. Alderman D.
Hawkins (present)
We have a quorum (5)
present (0) absent.

Motion to accept the
June 2024 agenda.
Motioned by Alderman
R. Shaw and 2nd by
Alderman J. Carter.
Motion Passed

Motion to accept May

2024 meeting minutes,

motioned by Alderman

D. Hawkins and 2nd

by Alderman E. Parish.
otion Passed

Motion to pay June
2024 bills, motioned
by Alderman R. Shaw
and 2nd by Alderman
J. Carter. Motion
Passed

Committee Report:
Mayor’s Report: LMA
district meeting in
Haughton June 25th at
6:00p.m. Final audit
completed.

Citizens’ input on the
current agenda matters
only. None

Old Business

New Business

1. Johnnie Douglas —
Police Department

2. Oliva Carter —
Domestic Violence
Shelter — Grand open-
ing July 26, 2024, at
11:00 a.m.

3. Proclamation Hon-
oring C.L. and Mary Jo
Guillot

4. Resolution to ap-
prove 2024 millage
rate of 6.84. Motion
by Alderman J. Carter
and 2nd by Alderman
D. Hawkins. Motion
Passed

5. Approve Resolu-
tion to Change Town
Hall operating hours.
Motion by Alderman
J. Carter and 2nd by
Alderman C. Lewis.
Motion Passed

6. Approve Resolution
to move funds from
DRA grant account &
Grant Funds account
from checking to a sav-
ings account.Motion
by Alderman R. Shaw
and 2nd by Alderman
J. Carter. Motion
Passed

7. Approve Resolu-
tion to increase salary
for Municipal Clerk.
Motion by Alderman
R. Shaw and 2nd by
Alderman J. Carter.
Motion Passed

8. Approve Resolution
to ag‘;(ree for Municipal
Clerk to start looking
for a vehicle for Town
Hall use. Motion by
Alderman R. Shaw
and 2nd by Alderman
J. Carter. Motion
Passed

Police Report -
Donald Dillard — Chief
requested that Matt
Hortman and Trevor
Chachere be taken
on the reserve list.
Minden police depart-
ment donated two (2)
vehicles to CVPD.
Adjournment — Motion
made by Alderman

J. Carter and 2nd by
Alderman D. Hawkins,
meeting adjourned.

June 26, 2024
Minden Press Herald

Public Notice

In accordance with
HUD’s Quality Housing
and Work Responsibil-
ity Act of 1998 (H.R.
4194), the Webster
Parish Office of Com-
munity Services will
hold a public hearing
for the development of
the Annual Plan.

Comments, sugges-
tions and/or recom-
mendations will be
accepted. The hearing
will be held on July 26,
2024, at 4:30 PM, at
208 Gleason Street,
Minden LA 71055.

June 26, 2024
Minden Press Herald

Public Notice

In accordance with
HUD’s Quality Housing
and Work Responsibil-
ity Act of 1998 (H.R.
4194), the Webster
Parish Office of Com-
munity Services will
hold a public hearing
for the development of
the 5 Year Plan.

Comments, sugges-
tions and/or recom-
mendations will be
accepted. The hearing
will be held on July 26,
2024, at 4:30 PM, at
208 Gleason Street,
Minden LA 71055.

June 26, 2024
Minden Press Herald

Gilg\z’al Water System, Inc.
Public Water Supw ID: 1119034

The Water We Drink

We are pleased to present to you the Annual
Water Quality Report for the year 2023. This
report is designed to inform you about the quality
of your water and services we deliver to you
every day. Our constant goal is to provide you
with a safe and dependable supply of drinking
water. We want you to understand the efforts we
make to continually improve the water treatment
process and protect our water resources. We are
committed to ensuring the quality of your water.

Our water sources are: Well #3 & #4 on Sanders
Rd. in Claiborne Parish and Well #5 on Back-
woods Rd. in Claiborne Parish. The source for
the water in the above wells is ground water in
the Carrizo-Wilcox Aquifer.

Our Water System Grade for 2023 is 80/100 -
B. Our water system report card can be found @
www.ldh.la.gov/watergrade.

The sources of drinking water, both tap water
and bottled water, include rivers, lakes, streams,
ponds, reservoirs, springs, and wells. As water
travels over the surface of land and through the
ground, it dissolves naturally-occurring minerals
and, in some cases, radioactive material, and can
pick up substances resulting from the presence
of animals or from human activity. Contaminants
that may be present in source water include:

Microbial Contaminants — such as viruses and
bacteria, which may come from sewage treat-
ment plants, septic systems, agricultural livestock
operations, and wildlife.
Inorganic Contaminants — such as salts and
metals, which can be naturally-occurring or
result from urban storm water runoff, industrial,
or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas
Broduction, mining, or farming.

esticides and Herbicides — which may come
from a variety of sources such as agriculture,
urban storm water runoff, and residential uses.
Organic Chemical Contaminants — including
synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which
are b?/-products of industrial processes and
petroleum production, and can also come from
gas stations, urban storm water runoff, and septic
systems.
Radioactive Contaminants — which can be
naturally-occurring or be the result of oil and gas
production and mining activities.

Gilgal Water System has A Source Water
Assessment Plan (SWAP). This plan is an as-
sessment of a delineated area around our listed
well sites through which contaminants, if present,
could migrate and reach our source water. It also
includes an inventory of potential sources of con-
tamination within the delineated area, and a de-
termination of the water supply’s susceptibility to
contamination by the identified potential sources.
According to the Source Water Assessment Plan,
Gilgal has a susceptibility rating of ‘MEDIUM'.
You may review this plan if you like. Just contact
our office with your request.

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to
drink, EPA prescribes regulations which limit
the amount of certain contaminants in water

rovided by public water systems. Food and

rug Administration regulations establish limits of
contaminants in bottled water which must provide
the same protection for public health.

We want our customers to be informed about
their water utility. If you have any questions
about this report, want to attend any scheduled
meetings, or simply want to learn more about
your drinking water, please contact, Terry Sand-
ers @ 318-371-9488.

If present, elevated levels of lead can cause
serious health problems, especially for pregnant
women and youn? children.” Lead in drinking
water is primarily from materials and compo-
nents associated with service lines and home
plumbing. Gilgal Water System is responsible for
prowdln% high quality drin mP water, but cannot
control the variety of materials used in plumbing
components. When your water has been sitting
for several hours, gou can minimize the potential
for lead exposure by flushing your tap for 30
seconds to two minutes before using water for
drinking or cooking. If you are concerned about
lead in your water, you may wish to have your
water tested. Information on lead in drinking
water, testing methods, and steps you can take
to minimize exposure is available from the Safe
Drinking Water Hotline or at http://www.epa.gov/
safewater/lead.

The Louisiana Department of Health and Hos-

itals-Office of Public Health routinely monitors
for constituents in your drinking water accord-
|nﬁ to Federal and State laws. The tables that
follow show the results of our monitoring during
the period of January 1 to December 31, 2023.
Drinking water, including bottled water, may
reasonably be expected to contain at least small
amounts of some contaminants. The presence
of contaminants does not necessarily indicate the
water poses a health risk.

In the tables below, you will find many terms
and abbreviations you might not be familiar with.
To help you better understand these terms, we've
provided the following definitions:

Parts per million(ppm or Milligrams per liter
mg/L)-one part per million corresponds to one
minute in two years or a single penny in $10,000.
Parts per billion(ppb) or Micrograms per liter
(ug/L)-one part per billion corresponds to one
minute in 2,000 years, or a single penny in
$10,000,000.

Picocuries per liter (pCi/L)-picocuries per liter is a
measure of the radioactivity in water.

Treatment Technique (TT)-an enforceable
procedure or level of technological performance
which public water systems must follow to ensure
control of a contaminant.

Action level(AL)-the concentration of a contami-
nant that, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other
requirements that a water sYstem must follow.
Maximum contaminant level(MCL)-the “Maximum
Allowed” MCL is the highest level of a contami-
nant that is allowed in drinking water. MCL's are
set as close to the MCLG’s as feasible using the
best available treatment technolo%

Maximum contaminant level goal (MCLG)-the
“Goal” is the level of a contaminant in drinking
water below which there is no known or expected
risk to human health. MCLG'’s allow for a margin
of safety.

Maximum residual disinfectant level (MRDL)-the
highest level of disinfectant allowed in drinking
water. There is convincing evidence that addition
of a disinfectant is necessary for control of micro-
bial contaminants.

Maximum residual disinfection level goal
(MRDLG)-the level of drinking water disinfectant
blow which there is no know or expected risk

to health. MRDLGs do not reflect the benefits

of the use of disinfectants to control microbial
contaminants.

Level 1 assessment — A study of the water sys-
tem to identify potential problems and determine
$|f possible) why total coliform bacteria have been
ound in our water system.

Level 2 assessment — A very detailed study of
the water system to identify potential problems
and determine (if possible) why an E. coli MCL
violation has occurred and/or why total coliform
bacteria have been found in our water system on
multiple occasions.

During the ﬁeriod covered by this report we had
the below noted violations:

Compliance Period Analyte Type

Our water system tested @ minimum of 2 samples
er month in accordance with the Total Coliform
ule for microbiological contaminants. With the

microbiolo?ical samples collected, the water

system collects disinfectant residuals to ensure

control of microbial growth.

Disinfectan | Date | Highest| Unit | Range

t RAA

Chlorine 2023 | 1.2 ppm |0.52-
235

ADOPT
DON’T
SHOP

MRDL | MRDL | Typical Source
G

Water additive used to control
microbes

Regulated contaminants that were detected
follow. Chemical Sampling of our drinking

water may not be required on an annual basis,
therefore, information provided refers back to the
latest year of chemical sampling results. The
State of Louisiana regularly monitors source
water per State and Federal Regulations. Treated
water samples are monitored to further evaluate

compliance.

Source Water Regulated Contaminants —

CARBON TETRACHLORIDE, Collection Date
7/24/2023, Highest Value 0.77, Range 0-0.77,
Unit ppb, MCL 5, MCLG 0, Typical Source is Dis-
charge from chemical plants and other industrial
activities.

FLORIDE, Collection Date, 7/24/2023, Highest
Value 0.1, Range 0.1, Unit ppm, MCL 4, MCLG
4, Typical Source is erosion of natural deposits;
water additive which promotes stron? teeth; dis-
charge from fertilizer and aluminum factories
Source Water Radiological Contaminants
COMBINED RADIUM (-226 &-228, Collection
Date 7/24/2023, Highest Value 0.966, Range
0-0.966, Unit pCi/l, MCL 5, MCLG 0 Typical
Source is erosion of natural deposits
RADIUM-226, Collection Date 7/24/2023, Highest
\“c%ll_eeoo%& Range 0-0.966, Unit PCI/L, MCL 5,

Lead & Copper
COPPER, IgigEE, date 2020-2023, 90th Per-

centile-0.2; Range-0.1 - 0.3; Unit-ppm; AL-1.3;
Sites Over AL-0, typical source is corrosion of
household plumbing systems, erosion of natural
detposns, leaching from wood preservatives
LEAD, date 2020-2023,90th percentile 0, Range
1, Unit ppb, AL 15, Sites Over AL 0

Disinfection Byproducts:

Total Haloacetic Acids (HAA5), sample point,
Fincher Creek@Harris Rd, Period-2022-2023;
Highest LRAA-4; Range-7.9; Unit ppb; MCL-60;
MCLG-0, typical source is by-product of drinking
water disinfection.

TTHM, sample point Fincher Creek@Har-

ris Rd, Period-2022-2023; Highest LRAA-13;
Range-1.48-24.6; Unit-ppb; MCL-80; MCLG-0,
typical source is by-product of drinking water
chlorination.

TTHM, sample point Hwy 80@Beck Curve

Rd, Period-2022-2023; Highest LRAA-13;
Range-1.44-24.6; Unit-ppb; MCL-80; MCLG-0,
typical source is by-product of drinking water
chlorination.

Source Secondary Contaminants:

ALUMINUM, Collection date-7/24/2023, Highest
\(/)alzue-0.01, Range 0 - 0.01, Unit, MG/L, SMCL,

CHLORIDE, Collection date-7/24/2023; Highest
Value-16; Range-0 - 16; Unit-MG/L; SMCL-250
IRON, Collection date- 7/24/2023; Highest Val-
ue-0.06, Range-0.01-0.06, Unit-MG/L; SMCL-0.3
PH, Collection date-7/24/2023; Highest
Value-8.23; Range-7.73-8.23; Unit-PH; SMCL-8.5

Treated Secondary Contaminants

IRON, Collection date 7/24/2023, Highest Value

0.03, Range 0.03, Unit MG/L, SMCL 0.3
Environmental Protection Agency
Required Health Effects Language

Some people maX be more vulnerable to
contaminants in drinking water than the general
population. Immuno-compromised persons, such
as, persons with cancer undergoing chemo-
therape/, persons who have undergone organ
transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other im-
mune system disorders, some elderly, and infants
can be particularly at risk from infections. EPA/
CDC guidelines on appropriate means to lessen
the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium and other
microbial contaminants are available from the
Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).

There are no additional required health effects
notices

There are no additional required health effects
violation notices.

Thank you for allowing us to continue providing
your family with clean, quality water this year. In
order to maintain a safe and dependable water
supply we sometimes need to make improve-
ments that will benefit all of our customers.

Gilgal Water System works around the clock
to provide top quality drinking water to every tap.
We ask that all our customers help us protect
and conserve our water sources, which are the
heart of our community, our way of life, and our
children’s future. Please call our office if you
have questions.

ilgal Water System, Inc., P O Box 544
Minden, LA 71058-0544
318-299-2188 (message phone only)

June 26, 2024
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Clement Industries
MIG Welder -

Aluminum and Steel
Positions

« Experience with flux-core
wire welding or hard-wire
» Must pass welding test
« Capable of lifting 70 Ibs.
« Physical and drug screen

Apply at
hr@clementind.com
Or in person, no phone calls

RUSTON
PEACHES
AND
PRODUCE
318-235-3228
Every Wed.
8am-til sold
out. Corner of
Hwy 80 & 371
beside DD’s
Liquor.

Want to buy
a gasoline or
diesel pow-
ered welding
machine.
(318) 401-
2848

Eamwwwomwdw

o
—

(318) 377-
1866

318) 505-33

* Painting
* Siding
* Backsplash

* Dump Trailer Rental

18 1

* Drywall

* Flooring

FREE INTERNET

Qualify today for the Government
Free Internet Program

YOU QUALIFY for
Free Internet if you
receive Medicaid,
SNAP, WIC,

Housing Assistance,
Veterans Pension,
Survivor Benefits,
Lifeline and Tribal.

maxsip

CONNECTS

CALL TODAY (844) 621-9931

Bonus offer: 4G Android Tablet with
one time co-pay of $20

ACP program details can be found at www.fcc.gov/affordable-connectivity-program-consumer-faq



8 | WEDNESDAY, JUNE 26, 2024 MINDEN PRESS-HERALD | MINDEN, LA

itisiinisiancronny: | FUN &
RYPTO FUN GAMES

Deblermine

*

O% 5
ABC

mln

Solve the code to discover words related to the beach.
Each number corresponds to a letter.
(Hint: 2=8)

2 10 4 2 25 24 4 14

2 25 5 23 14

11 5 18 13 24 4 12

SoApm (] 81/[]1270q D o40YS g UIYSUNS "F SLONSU

22 18 26 14 2

CLUES ACROSS
1. Small Eurasian deer 34. Garments
4. Irish county 36. Soviet Socialist Republic
- 10. A major division of 37. Retired NFL DC Dean
geological time 39. Hot meal
J 11. Broadway actor Lane 40. A type of gin
12. Canadian province 41. Percussion instrument
Fun By The 14. It causes fainting (abbr.) 42. A $10 bill
Numbers 15. Two 48. About ground
16. A notable one is blue 50. Medicine man
. 0 18. Utter repeatedly 51. Seedless raisin
Like pUZZIeS : 22. Rings 52. National capital of Albania
Then yOU’" love 23. Sullies 53. Appendage
sudoku. This 24. Occurs 54. OJ trial judge
mind_bending 26. Publicity 55. By the way
puzzle will have 27. Near 56. Bicycle parts
28. Tools of a trade 58. Barbie’s friend
you hooked from 30. Offer in good faith 59. In a way, stretched
the moment you 31. “American Idol” network 60. Commercials
square off, so
sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku CLUES DOWN
savvy to the test! 1. Make up for 29. Creative output
2. American songbird 31. Recesses
3. Pay 32. District in N. Germany
4. International organization 33. Rider of Rohan
5. Engravers 35. The official emblem of the
6. Declared as fact German Third Reich
7. Criminal 38. One who puts down roots
Levsl Advansed 8. Jewelry 41. Scribe
Here’s How It Works: 9. Hospital worker (abbr.) 43. Painted a bright color
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine g ?gﬁff;‘;ﬁgeg) 2‘5" /{ycffezsthuman
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each 17. Value 46. Walking accessory
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, 19. Another name 47. Crest of a hill
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will 20. Sheep in second year before  49. Member of a North American

appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The shearing people

more numbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle! 221%3&221“3&5;‘?1?&11@ 2o e ;;f:gpbﬁf)r
ANRBBEREOAE ofvear
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SO WER @J Speeds up to

Standby Generators BRIGGSsSTRATTON 100 Mbps with
R EarthLink Wireless

Get a Standard Home Internet

Warranty of 3849 Value Sign up today and

get a $100 gift card!* . 0
*Terms and conditions apply @ EqrthLInk

Call 1-844-512-5930

Reliable Internet NOW! 855-936-5998
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BPT

Bossier Press-Tribune

Where Local Business Gets Done.

BLJJ ROOFING
LARRY BURRELL UWNER

639- 0090
/F REE T

FOUNDATION REPAIR &
HOUSE LEVELING, L.L.C.

Pier & Beam
4 Specialist
=T ) e We

* Houses
Leveled

* Pierand ~-

| .

Beam ! % | 11 B repair
Repaired — > moisture,
termite

* Wood i i and

Floors ‘=« water
Replaced l ﬁ} z r , damage.

31 8-218-9642

7545 Grimm Road
Shreveport, LA71107

Kenneth Gardner |
Locally owned and operated
for over 30years

MlTCHELL

> Asphalt& Concrete Paving
> Dirt Work & Hauling
> Demolition

Contact Kei

377-859%4 or 470-08

Your Local One Stop Home Improvement Contractor
* Licensed and Insured
For a FREE estimate, just give us a call!

IAbahamiBnuity Teddy Prultt

(318) 382-3272

€F find us on facebook @pruitthomerenovations

AliTec Plumbing LLC
"One call does it all"

Here to serve all your Plumbing, )

Electrical, HVAC, Contracting,
and Mechanical System Needs

AllTec Plumbing LLC MPL 4713, E/M 53297, HIC 556165, GC 882543, LMGF8166

318-243-1433

website: https://www.alltecplumbing.com/
g
_F find us on facebook

~0bl|e Powerwash,

f alltecopps@gmail.com

® - Service.-®

“CLEAN YOUR HOME
WITH POWER"”

e Houses ® Moblle Homes

*CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED*
318-965-9002 OR
CELL 318-455-4685

Locally Owned & Operated

SPEER
ROOFING

& Construction, LLC

Serving Minden
and surrounding
areas since 2004!

Free Estimates
Phone (3 18) 311-0008

owner Daniel Speer

Bossier Business
Suites

BBS

BOSSIER BUSINESS
SUITES

Central Bossier Location
Professional Co-Op Office Suites
$650+ all utilities included

Call for information 318-469-6296
L_J Find us on Facebook at: Nttps:/lwww.facebook.com/bbs.properties.2023

Licensed & Insured Arborists

THE

Tree
U | Guys

Minden, LA

Locally:Owned
& Operated

Jon Conway & Kevin Crawford
601 Howell St. ® Minden, LA 71055
Jon(318) 517-3069

Kevin (318) 780-0765

jon thetreeguys@gmail.com ¢ Like Us on Facebook @thetreeguys18

“Come Ride With Ug”

Webeter Parieh Police Jury
Office of Community Serviceg

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

Medical appointments,
““ work, shopping, banking or
vigiting. From Springhill to
reveport and all points in

! between we will get you
there with dependable,

3 courteous services.
For information or to echedule a ride
318-377-7022 - Minden Month ly
318-539-5696 -Springhil Bue Pagges
Handicap & wheelchair accessible
Equal opportunity employee/services AUallable

Lic. Master Plumber 4306

P =¢
(318) 382-3272

Pruitt Family Owned Business

%

Have you been thinking about

DIGITAL MARKETING?

Let us take the
guesswork out of it
with:

DiGciTaL Aps
LanpinG PacGes
SaLes Funnels

ReTarGeTING

nger
[MEDIA]

Your Ad |
Two Newspapers |
Two Websites |
All Business

inden

s

[m] = [m]

[=]

ol
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LOOKING FOR A
NEW GAREER?

DAVID WADE
CORRECTIONAL GENTER JOB FAIR

TUESDAY, JULY 9, 2024
9:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M.

CLAIBORNE PARISH FAIR BARN
1563 FAIRGROUNDS DRIVE
HAYNESVILLE, LA 71038

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS
FOR CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS

e HIRED ON THE SPOT e EXCELLENT RETIREMENT
e AFFORDABLE HEALTH PLAN e SNACKS WILL BE SERVED

call 318-927-0400

FOR DETAILS

GARDENING WITH DR. JOE WHITE

JOE W. WHITE, PH.D.
Extension Horticulturist, (ret)
LSU AgCenter

June 2024

BUY SEASONAL FRUITS

Early July is probably [ s
one of the best times of [
the year to enjoy seasonal |. =
fruits and most of these are [ &
locally available. So what |

fruits are in season and how
do we make good choices
when buying them? Straw-
berries have finished their
season but there may be

still a few blackberries and |

blue berries ripening. The
blackberries are nearing
the end of their season, but
blue berries include some

late varieties that should be |4

available for several more

days. With blackberries, |

look for berries that are sol-

id black in color and firm |

to slightly soft to the touch.
Blue berries should reach a
solid blue color before pick-

ing and will be firm to the [+

touch.

While local peaches have
been on the market for sev-
eral days, the majority (if
not all) were the cling type

fruit. But I’ve been waiting &S
for the freestone varieties [
which to me have a superi- SRS 5
or flavor and which (as the |+
name indicates) have a pit | 4

or stone that separates rath-

er easily (at full ripeness) [

from the fleshy part that §

we eat. When you make a
purchase, make sure there
are no soft spots or bruises
unless you’re buying some
over-ripes for immediate
processing or fresh eating.
The fruits you take home
should be fully colored and
firm. Usually In less than
a week on the counter the
flesh of the fruits will soften
and you can either process
or eat.

Cantaloupes should now
be available. What you want
to look for is a nice fruity
aroma and a stem scar that
doesn’t have any part of the
vine still attached. A dis-
tinct yellow color is also the
trademark of most varieties
of fully mature melons. Do
inspect for punctures to the
skin and for any distinct
bruises. A slight pressure
from the thumb on the mel-
on will further reveal a little
“give” to the flesh which in-

dicates a preferred softness
to the inside tissues of the
fruit.

The other seasonal fruit
that many are -currently
enjoying is the watermel-
on. There are many variet-
ies from which to choose.
Some of the smaller “ice
box” types are the size of
or a bit larger than a can-
taloupe which makes them
perfect for a single meal for
around two to four people.
And there are the mammoth
sizes that can reach far in
excess of 100 pounds. How-
ever, most people seem to
opt for melons in the 30 to
50 pound range. Then you
have to decide on whether
to buy a seedless melon or
one that contains numerous
seed. I prefer the seeded
types as I think they tend to
have a little better texture
than the seedless.

Now how do you know
when you’re getting a good
melon? While “plugging” to
remove a core of the flesh is
seldom practiced any more,
the most reliable test is to
check the ground spot. If it’s
green or white, it’s probably
not fully ripe. If it’s dark
yellow, it may be over-ripe
and the flesh will be spongy
or watery. If it’s a light yel-
low, it’s likely at its prime.

JOE W. WHITE,

allon
w I

dayse)

We celebrate with great music,
delicious Cajun food, family fun
and plenty of dancing in the streets!

f

-

.
T

T

TOURIST COMMISSION

ermilim é

Most Cajun Place on Earth

ca fQ(e

IH

June 1: Daylily Festival and Garden Show, downtown Abbeville
June 30-July 4: Erath’s 4th of July Celebration, downtown Erath
Aug. 14-18: Delcambre Shrimp Festival, Shrimp Festival Grounds, Delcambre
Aug. 22-25: Gueydan Duck Festival, Duck Festival Park, Gueydan

Oct. 4-6: Louisiana Cattle Festival, downtown Abbeville

Nov. 2-3: Abbeville's Giant Omelette Celebration, downtown Abbeville

mostcajun.com for a complete list of events!
200 N Magdalen Sq Abbeville, LA 70510 337-898-6600
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