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The Minden Airport saw sixteen Chinooks carrying 400 plus military members flying or for refueling this past Wednesday as a part of a
training exercise conducted by the 101st Airborne Division.

Chinooks refuel at Minden Airport during major military
training exercise

WILL PHILLIPS
Minden Press-Herald

The Minden Airport
saw Chinooks carrying
hundreds of military per-
sonnel on Wednesday as
a part of the 202st 101st
Airborne Division’s (Air
Assault) recent train-
ing event. The exercise
spanned through various
locations in Mississippi
and Louisiana and was
designed to assess the di-

vision’s ability to conduct
large-scale, long-range
air assault operations in
conjunction with train-
ing scenarios to test their
communication, logisti-
cal resupply, and tactical
abilities.

“What they're doing is
seeing how many troops
they can move 500 nau-
tical miles in one span
of darkness. The Min-
den Airport was selected
as one of their refuel-

ing points,” said Airport
Manager Molly Fowler.

During the event, six-
teen Chinooks came to
the Minden Airport for
refueling, carrying 400
plus military members.
For the exercise, the air-
port sold roughly 35,000
gallons of fuel for the Chi-
nooks, which is a sizable
amount even compared
to the airport’s monthly
sales.

“To put it into per-

spective, we sell roughly
5000 gallons of jet fuel
per month, and that’s a
good month. So 35,000 in
a day, that’s really good,”
said Fowler.

Fowler also spoke
of how this event has
deepened the city’s re-
lationship with those in
charge of running the op-
erations. “They said they
love working with the
City of Minden, so they're
going to make us a regu-

lar stop, so we should see
this at least once or twice
ayear from here on out.”

The 101st Airborne Di-
vision (Air Assault) is a
part of the Army’s effort
to pioneer the evolution
of vertical envelopment
with modern equipment
and well-trained soldiers
and to prepare the na-
tion to win in any future
military combat environ-
ment or conflict.

COMMUNITY

Minden hosts
breakfast

for local
ministers,
city officials

AMBER MCDOWN
Minden Press-Herald

The City of Minden
hosted a breakfast on
August 13 at the Minden
Community House to
bring together local min-
isters and city officials to
discuss challenges facing
the community. The event
aimed to foster dialogue

and de-
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ers and

religious

represen-
tatives.

T h e
gathering was attended
by ministers from various
Minden churches and lo-
cal government and law
enforcement officials, in-
cluding Councilmen Pen-
dergrass, Roy, and Myles;
Fire Chief Williams; Sher-
iff Parker; Police Chief
Mclver; Kathy Babers,
representing Speaker
Mike Johnson’s office;
and several city depart-
ment heads.

“You all are the lead-
ers,” said Mayor Nick Cox.
“This room represents a
minimum of 12,000 peo-
ple in leadership. What
you all do for our city mat-
ters. The role that you all

See, MINISTERS, Page 3
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Seeds
Women’s
Center to
hold annual
fundraising
banquet,
announces
new building
purchase

AMBER MCDOWN
Minden Press-Herald

Seeds Women’s Cen-
ter will host its annual
fundraising banquet on
Tuesday, October 8 at
the Minden Civic Center.
The event is set to begin
at 6 PM. and will include
a meal and two guest
speakers. While tickets
for the event are free and
available through Event-
brite, the center is also of-
fering table sponsorships
to support its mission.

The fundraiser comes
at a pivotal time for Seeds
Women’s Center, which
has experienced signifi-
cant growth over the past
year. The center, which
provides pregnancy and
family support services,
is in the process of pur-
chasing a new building
located at 308 Pine Street,
known as the Ward Build-
ing. According to Amber
Bradford, director of the
center, the new space will

See, SEEDS, Page 3
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AIRPORT

AMBER MCDOWN
Minden Press-Herald

The Springhill Airport
is set to receive nearly
$2.8 million in funding
for critical infrastructure
upgrades, thanks to a
partnership between the

AMBER MCDOWN
Minden Press-Herald

A spirit of unity and
prayer filled Acad-
emy Park on August
17 during the 9th An-
nual Prayer in the Park
event. Local Christians
gathered to seek divine
guidance for the up-
coming school year, the
well-being of the town,
and the country’s fu-
ture.

The event began with
an opening prayer by
Bro. Chet Johnson, set-
ting the tone for the
morning. John Gill Jr.
followed with a soulful
rendition of “Falling in
Love with Jesus,” pro-
viding a heartfelt mo-

Attendees of the 9th Annual Prayer in the Park bow their heads in prayer at
Academy Park on August 17, seeking blessings for the new school year, the
town of Minden, and the nation.

9th Annual Prayer in the Park unites
Minden community

Federal Aviation Admin-
istration (FAA) and the
Louisiana Department of
Transportation and De-
velopment (DOTD) Avia-
tion. The investments are
part of a broader effort
to enhance local airports
across the state.

U.S. Senator Bill Cas-
sidy announced the fund-
ing as part of the FAA’s
allocation of $4.1 million
in federal grants to Loui-
siana. Of this, $1.8 mil-
lion is designated for the
Springhill Airport runway
and taxiway rehabilita-

AMBER MCDOWN/PRESS-HERALD PHOTO

ment of worship.

Officer Brandy Pow-
ell, a school resource
officer, addressed the
crowd with a message of
vigilance. She stressed
the importance of com-

children, particularly in
light of the violence he
has seen claim the lives
of many students. He
emphasized that Min-
den holds something
special, urging the com-

munity responsibility munity to safeguard it tion project, with the FAA
for children’s safety and by embracing the next covering 90% of the costs.
well-being, reminding generation with love The Louisiana DOTD

Aviation will provide the
remaining 10%, bringing
the total for the pavement
improvements to over $2
million.

In addition to the run-
way work, the airport
will benefit from another
$764,000 from Louisiana
DOTD Aviation to up-
grade airfield lighting.
This project will replace
outdated electrical sys-
tems with new, energy-

everyone that “it takes a
village to raise a child”
Powell offered her sup-
port to parents, ensur-
ing that she is always
available to help protect
students.

Reverend Dr. Grady
Smith, the principal of
Woodlawn High School
in Shreveport, deliv-
ered a stirring message
about the need for love
and care in the lives of

and support.

Michael Walker,
the event organizer,
thanked everyone who
attended and contribut-
ed to the day’s success.
He praised the efforts of
Bro. Chet Johnson, Offi-
cer Brandy Powell, John
Gill Jr., and Dr. Smith for
their roles in the event.
Walker also extended

See, PRAYER, Page 3

Springhill Airport receives
$2.8M for improvements: FAA

and Louisiana DOTD Aviation
partner for major upgrades

efficient LED lighting,
improving both reliability
and efficiency.

Local companies are
set to benefit as well. Ben-
ton & Brown, a Minden-
based contractor, will
handle the asphalt reha-
bilitation, while Bossier
City’s Wilhite Electric will
oversee the airfield light-
ing project.

“That’s nearly $2.8 mil-
lion being invested in the
people of northwest Loui-
siana!” said Steven Bur-
deaux, the new manager
of the Springhill Airport.
The improvements will
increase safety, attract
more traffic, and reinvest
in the people of Webster
Parish.

Sen. Cassidy empha-
sized the importance of
local airport improve-
ments in his statement,
noting, “Improving local
airports is crucial to at-
tract businesses, inves-
tors, and families to Loui-
siana. With funding from
the Infrastructure Law,
we're making our com-
munities more inviting
for new opportunities and
building an economy for
2050

Springhill is one of
several airports in the
state benefiting from this
round of funding, with

See, AIRPORT, Page 3
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LIONS CLUB

AMBER MCDOWN
Minden Press-Herald

Andy Partington, chil-
dren’s pastor at First Bap-
tist Church, was the guest
speaker at the Lions Club
on August 1. Partington
shared information about
a children’s program he is
involved with, Kids Out-
door Zone (KOZ), which
focuses on reconnecting
boys with outdoor activi-
ties.

“It is my feeling and
my conviction that boys
are under attack in this
world,” Partington said,
emphasizing the chal-
lenges boys face today,
including internet influ-
ences and societal expec-
tations. “We don’t want
boys to be boys anymore.
Manhood has been under
attack. Everyone wants
a boy to not run around
in the wild and skin his
knees... and that steals his

identity”
Partington shared his
personal experiences

MINDEN PRESS-HERALD | MINDEN, LA

Children’s pastor speaks at Lions Club:

Shares insights on Kids Outdoor Zone

growing up in a house-
hold where his parents
were not deeply involved.
By age 16, he was living
in abandoned houses. “It
was the blind leading the
blind,” he said. He also
cited statistics showing
how boys from fatherless
homes often struggle.
KOZ, founded by Aus-
tin-based travel and ad-
venture writer T.J. Gre-
aney, aims to help boys,
especially those from fa-
therless homes, by teach-
ing outdoor skills. “For
boys who are 8-18 years
old, we get outside... and
we teach them outdoor
skills,” Partington said.
The program includes ac-
tivities such as fire-build-
ing, shelter-making, fish-
ing, and hunting.
Partington highlighted
the impact of nature on
children, noting that out-
door settings help boys
focus and provide op-
portunities to share the
Gospel. “When you get
them outside and there is
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an open flame, and they
can hear nature around
them, their concentration
centers. They can listen.
That’s where we share the
good news of the Gospel.
That’s where we share the
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boys start to grow into
the men that God wanted
them to be, and that has
been an adventure,” he
said
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Bible” For more information

on KOZ, check out their
website at www.kidsout-
doorzone.com/.

The Lions Club meets
atnoon every Thursday to
hear interesting speakers

at the American Legion
Memorial Hall, located at
119 W. Pine Street. Join-
ing the Lions Club is a
great way to give back to
the community and make
a difference in Minden.

RIBBON CUTTING

Chamber welcomes
Yeske Pools to the
community

e
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The Greater Minden Chamber and local business community members welcomed
Nathan Yeske and his business, Yeske Pools, into the area with a ribbon-cutting.
Yeske Pools specializes in installing aesthetically pleasing stock tank pools that
have all the benefits of an in-ground pool without all the excessive expenditures.
Those who are interested can contact Yeske Pools by calling their number at 512-

564-0467 or by visiting their website at yeskepools.com.

COMMUNITY

The Colorful Cottages of Minden tour
coming September 21

AMBER MCDOWN
Minden Press-Herald

On September 21, Min-
den and Simply Southern
Cottage will host Cottages
& Bungalows magazine
for a one-day event cele-
brating the town’s historic
charm. The event, titled
“The Colorful Cottages
of Minden,” promises a
day full of unique experi-
ences centered around
the town’s well-preserved
cottages and local flair.

Attendees will have the
opportunity to meet Wen-
dy from Chair Whimsy
and interact with the edi-
tor-in-chief of Cottages &
Bungalows. The event will
also feature a vintage mar-
ket at Academy Park and a

curated market at The Vil-
las at Spanish Court, of-
fering a wide selection of
goods. Additionally, food
trucks will be stationed
along West Union Street,
providing a variety of op-
tions for visitors.

One of the event’s main
attractions includes tours
of several iconic proper-
ties in Minden, such as
the Fuller White House,
Phillip’s Cottage, and the
personal home of Sara
McDaniel, owner of Sim-
ply Southern Cottage.
McDaniel expressed her
excitement for the event,
sharing that a portion of
the proceeds will go to-
ward supporting the mis-
sion of Phillip’s Cottage.

McDaniel encouraged
participation, noting that

even if guests have al-
ready toured the featured
homes, they can still en-
joy shopping at the mar-
kets and visiting the food
trucks at no cost. She
added, “This is gonna be
a perfect day in Minden
and we can’t wait to see

you.
The event provides an
excellent opportunity

for both locals and visi-
tors to explore Minden’s
architectural heritage
while enjoying the live-
ly atmosphere of mar-
kets and local cuisine.
To purchase tickets for
the tour, go to Cottages
& Bungalows+Simply
Southern Cottage Pres-
ent: The Colorful Cottages
of Minden on Facebook.

EDUCATION

Omega Lamplighters to host back-to-school
party for Minden High School students

AMBER MCDOWN
Minden Press-Herald

High school students in
the Minden area are in-
vited to celebrate the start
of the new school year at
a back-to-school party
hosted by the Omega
Lamplighters of Minden.
The event will take place
on Saturday, August 24

from 7 PM to 11:30 PM
at the Minden Forestry
Building.

Security will be on-site
and concessions will be
available for purchase.
Students are reminded to
bring their school IDs for
entry.

The event is open exclu-
sively to high school stu-

dents, with a $5 entry fee.
Organizers are encourag-
ing students to join the
Lamplighters in kicking
off the new school year
with plenty of energy and
excitement.

For more information,
students can connect
with the Omega Lamp-
lighters of Minden.

WPL

Webster Parish Libraries seek local
organizations for 2024 Trunk-or-Treat

AMBER MCDOWN
Minden Press-Herald

Webster Parish Librar-
ies are calling on local
organizations and busi-
nesses to join their 2024
Trunk-or-Treat  event,
which promises to be a
magical experience. This
year’s theme, “A Hog-
warts Trunk or Treat:
Chamber of Secrets Edi-
tion,” was inspired by
one of the library’s most
popular book series.

Partnering with Visit

Your Life.

Your Community.
Your Newspaper.

Webster Parish (Web-
ster Parish Tourism), the
libraries are preparing
two events. The Spring-
hill Library will host on
October 22 from 4 PM.
to 6 PM, with a rain date
set for October 23. The
Minden Library will fol-
low with their Trunk-
or-Treat on October 28
from 5 PM to 7 PM, and
arain date of October 29.

Local organizations
and businesses are en-
couraged to participate
in this opportunity to

connect with the com-
munity. Registration is
required, and spots are
limited. Those interest-
ed can visit the Webster
Parish Libraries’ website
for more details and to
complete the sign-up
form.

The libraries are ex-
cited to bring the magic
of Hogwarts to Webster
Parish and look forward
to welcoming the com-
munity to this special
event.
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Dennis Keith
Terral

Dennis Keith Terral 74, of Min-
den, Louisiana was born April 12,
1950, in Minden and entered into
rest August 11, 2024 in Bossier City,
Louisiana.

Keith was preceded in death by his parents, Frank
and Lola Terral, sisters, Wylma Brown, Betty McCart-

ney, and Katie Block, brothers, Jerry Terral, Larry Terral,
and Bobby Terral, and brother-in-law, B.J. McDaniel.

He is survived by his sons, Colter Terral and Cody
Terral, daughter, Carmen Cottrell, sisters, Brenda Mc-
Daniel and Renee Brogdon (Carl), two grandchildren
and a host of nieces, nephews, and friends.

Keith will be laid to rest by his parents and brothers
at Beulah Cemetery in Farmerville, Louisiana and a
memorial service will be held at a later date for family

and friends.

Donald R. “Don”
Thomas

Funeral services celebrating the
life of Don Thomas was held Mon-
day, August 19, 2024, at 11:00 a.m.
at Evergreen Union Church in Min-

den, Louisiana with Bro. Dick Lintelman officiating.
Interment followed at Evergreen Cemetery in Minden
under the direction of Rose Neath Funeral Home in
Minden. The family received friends from 5:00 until
7:00 p.m. Sunday, August 18, 2024, at Rose Neath Fu-
neral Home in Minden.

Don was born November 5, 1932, in Haynesville,

Louisiana and met his Savior August 17, 2024, in Min-
den, Louisiana. He served his country in the United
States Air Force, and he retired from LAAP as an elec-
trical control supervisor. Don loved flying his plane,
watching Nascar races, (especially Jeff Gordon) and
was an avid Saints fan. He loved working on electronics
and could repair anything

Don was preceded in death by his parents, William
and Ovie Blackwell Thomas.

He is survived by his wife, Carolyn Martin Thomas
and numerous cousins, nieces, nephews, and friends.

In lieu of flowers donations may be made to: Ever-
green Cemetery Fund 6068 Hwy 159, Minden, LA 71055
or White Hall Cemetery Fund c/o Connie Winn, 230 Dr.
Worley Road, Haynesville, LA 71038.
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DEPENDABLE CAREGIVER
SEEKING WORK.

Have references if needed.
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MUSIC

First Baptist Church choir to record album of music

AMBER MCDOWN
Minden Press-Herald

The music department
at First Baptist Church
of Minden is preparing
for a major project as the
choir will soon record an
album of religious music.
The recording, scheduled
for August 29-31, follows
a year of planning and
collaboration involving
churches nationwide.

Scotty Blackwell, the
church’s music director,
said the project began
when he received a call
from Phil Barfoot, CEO
and president of CCT
Music/ Celebration Con-
cert Tours International,
based in Franklin, Ten-

nessee. Barfoot wanted
to create a collection of
choral music relevant to
church members of all
ages, with songs that de-
liver powerful messages.

Five worship pastors
from across the U.S. were
involved in the selection
process, gathering favor-
ite songs from their con-
gregations. After review-
ing over 60 songs, the list
was laboriously narrowed
to 12, representing a wide
range of genres, from rock
and Nashville grunge to
ballads and worship mu-
sic.

“It really took the form
of a true album,” Black-
well said.
multiple genres in the

“There were

same album, so every-
body got a taste of their
favorite thing. People are
going to be spellbound
when they hear the al-
bum.”

After the
songs, top arrangers in
Nashville helped refine
them, “rough”
demo album was created
to be used by the choirs
to prepare. The choir at
First Baptist has been re-
hearsing since June. “The
choir loves each song for
its own identity and what
it says,” he said.

The album will be re-
leased on CD and QR card
formats, with proceeds
going recoup-
ing project expenses and

selecting

and a

toward

funding future initiatives.
Featured songs include
“Dead Man Rising,” “I
Will Dwell,” “Because of
Jesus,” and “In the Room.”
“Every song on this album
is unbelievable, I mean,
off the charts good,” said
Blackwell.

Blackwell has nothing
but praise for the talent
found in Minden. “This
church and this com-
munity has an immense
amount of talent”

The project is expected
to showcase the unique
voices of the First Baptist
choir and bring powerful
messages of redemption
to listeners.

BLOTTER

Recent Arrests
in Webster Parish

M Calan Novak, 23, of
the 1100 block of Or-
chard Lane, was arrest-
ed on a warrant.

B Terry Douglas, 30, of
the 200 block of Ward
Street, was arrested on
multiple warrants.

W Torry Capers, 22, of
the 300 block of Weston
Street, was arrested on
a warrant.

B Mallory Merritt, 26, of
the 100 block of Milton
Drive, was arrested for
possession of a sched-
ule Il substance.

W Jeremy Clash, 31, of
the 600 block of Con-
stable Street, was ar-
rested for failure to ap-
pear in court.

B Roshun Huey, 35,
of the 1500 block of
Shreveport Road, was
arrested for driving un-
der suspension.

B Darren Grigsby, 53,
of the 700 block of Clay
Street, was arrested on
a warrant.

B Christopher Matlock,
41, of the 500 block of
Constable Street, was

arrested for resisting by
failure to ID, and being
a fugitive of Topeka.

B Lapatrick Lister, 45,
of the 100 block of N.
Talton Street, was ar-
rested for resisting by
failure to identify.

B Chametenla Jones,
of the 700 block of Pe-
can Street, was arrest-
ed for aggravated as-
sault with a firearm and
illegal use of a weapon.

M Zikedrick Morgan,
20, of the 300 block of
S. Talton Street, was ar-
rested for disturbing the
peace and resisting an
officer.

M Lisa Gipson, of the
500 block of Richardson
Street, was arrested for
domestic abuse battery
with child endanger-
ment.

B Tnesha Malone, 27,
of the 100 block of Lew-
is Way, was arrested for
criminal trespass.

M Curtis Rabb, 30, of
the 100 block of Coun-
try Lane, was arrested
for disturbing the peace.

M Decarlos Thomas, of
the 600 block of Con-

stable Street, was ar-
rested for disturbing the
peace and fugitive of an
outside agency.

M Dameionia  Gilbert,
34, of the 600 block of
Chestnut Street, was
arrested on multiple
bench warrants.

B Wesley Barnes, 39,
of the 300 block of E.
Roosevelt Drive, was
arrested on a warrant.

M Lish Island, 52, of the
200 block of McKinney
Lane, was arrested for
access device fraud.

B Davaris Moore, 32,
was arrested for simple
obstruction of a high-
way and disturbing the
peace.

B Terry Jones, 65, of
the 100 block of St. Rest
Street, was arrested for
possession of a sched-
ule Il substance, failure
to signal, and failure to
yield at a yield sign.

M Kevin Johnson Jr,,
20, of the 300 block of
Parkway Street was ar-
rested for intimidating a
witness.

M Shicarrion Noles,
25, of the 100 block of

Stanley Street in Min-
den, was arrested for
aggravated assault.

M Shelbert Henderson,
67, of the 100 block of
Grice Lane, was arrest-
ed for theft.

B Jesse Switsky, 44, of
the 400 block of Sum-
mit Street, was arrested
for failure to appear in
court.

B Jesse Hollingsworth,
61, of the 1300 block of
Young Street, was ar-
rested for driving under
suspension.

B Aaron Wright, 24, of
the 800 block of Horton
Street, was arrested
for driving under sus-
pension and general
speeding.

W Zachariabe Walker,
28, of the 300 block of
Shane Drive was ar-
rested for driving while
intoxicated first offense
and improper lane us-
age.

M Janie Robinson,
37, of the 300 block of
Winford Street, was ar-
rested for driving while
intoxicated first offense
and obstruction of pub-
lic passage.

AIRPORT

Continued from Page 1

other recipients includ-
ing the Shreveport Down-
town Airport, Ruston Re-
gional Airport, and Vivian

Airport.

These improvements
mark a major milestone
for the Springhill Airport
and are expected to boost
local economic develop-

ment while enhancing the
quality of life for residents
and visitors alike.

With local contractors
taking on the projects, the
airport’s upgrades stand

as a testament to reinvest-
ing in the community,
ensuring that the benefits
of the funding will ripple
through Webster Parish
for years to come.

MINISTERS

Continued from Page 1

fill, it matters.”

Mayor Cox provided
updates on the city, in-
cluding the recent pas-
sage of the city’s first
balanced budget in
years and plans to al-
locate $2.5 million for
road work. However, he
noted that roadwork on
state highways requires
coordination with the
state. Cox also men-
tioned that bids will
soon be requested for a
new animal shelter.

Police Chief Mclver
discussed the presence
of student resource of-
ficers in Webster Par-
ish schools, which has
been well-received by
teachers and students.
He also expressed in-
terest in partnering
with the sheriff’s office
to enhance security at
churches.

When questioned
about arrests for failure
to identify, Chief Mclver
explained that officers
may request identifica-
tion for various reasons.
Refusal to provide said
information or provid-
ing false information
could be considered re-
sisting an officer under
state law LRS 14:108.

In response to con-
cerns about racial profil-

ing, Mclver stated, “We
100% do not condone
racial profiling whatso-
ever” Mclver concluded
by saying, “If you ever
have an issue, you can
reach out to me.”

Chief Mclver also ad-
dressed the possibil-
ity of a ride-along pro-
gram, inviting ministers
and public officials to
participate. One pastor
suggested that pastors
could offer mental and
spiritual support to offi-
cers during ride-alongs,
a proposal Mclver wel-
comed, acknowledging
the emotional toll of po-
lice work.

Mayor Cox concluded
the meeting by stress-
ing the importance of
open communication
in addressing the city’s
challenges. “Some of
the things that happen
in our city are not the
most comfortable or the
prettiest things, but it’s
good that we can come
together and talk about
it he said. “We’re work-
ing together to solve our
problems. And that’s the
kind of city we want to
live in — a city where we
can help one another”

Breakfast was provid-
ed by Geaux Fresh, with
coffee from Brick Street
Coffee.

SEEDS

Continued from Page 1

allow the organization
to better serve the com-
munity.

“This building is twice
the size of our little blue
house,” Bradford said.
“With our center grow-
ing, we are facing the
challenges of renovating
the building to meet our
needs, covering higher
utility costs, and stock-
ing more supplies.”

Seeds Women’s Cen-
ter plans to close on the
building in November.
Funds raised from the
banquet will go toward
the building’s renova-
tion. Bradford empha-
sized that the center is
more than just a preg-
nancy center. “Our goal
is to help women and

families choose to par-
ent their child and then
to help them raise that
child. It takes a village to
raise a child, and we are
the village at Seeds.”

The center is encour-
aging community mem-
bers to get involved by
sponsoring tables at the
banquet or pledging do-
nations. For more infor-
mation or to become a
sponsor, contact Seeds
Women’s Center at 318-
639-0907 or email Brad-
ford at A.Bradford@
nwlpcc.org.

With the anticipated
move, Seeds Women'’s
Center hopes to con-
tinue providing hope,
love, and understanding
to families throughout
Minden and beyond.

PRAYER

Continued from Page 1

his gratitude to com-
munity supporters, in-
cluding Walmart Acad-
emy #87, Coke Plant,
and key individuals like
Kyle Allums, Dominique
Walker, and his wife,
Chequella Walker, who
has been instrumental
in all their events de-

spite not being able to
attend.

“We had a great turn-
out today, and I'm al-
ready looking forward to
next year,” Walker said.

The 9th Annual Prayer
in the Park continues
to be a reminder of
the power of collective
prayer and action in the
Minden community.
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OPINION

Significant Changes in Felony
Sentencing in Louisiana

Governor Jeff Landry has
moved at a dizzying legisla-
tive pace since being elect-
ed governor and one very
significant change made to
Louisiana law is what is re-
ferred to as “Truth in Sen-
tencing.”

What is Truth in Sentenc-
ing?

The long and short of it is
that for years Judges, Dis-
trict Attorneys and Defense
Attorneys have essentially
had to estimate the actual
amount of time a convicted
individual would be in-
carcerated. Louisiana was
said to have a “high rate of
indeterminacy” in sentenc-
ing and the stated purpose
of the new law is to simplify
time computation by the
Louisiana Department of
Corrections.

Currently, the rule of
thumb was that a conviction
or plea that did not involve
a Crime of Violence under
Louisianalawwould have an
inmate serve approximately
1/3rd of their given sen-
tence. So, for example, with
a nonviolent crime like Sim-
ple Burglary, the accused
could either plead to or be
convicted of and sentenced
to, hypothetically, 6 years
in prison. The individual
would serve approximately
1/3rd of the 6 years, or two
years. On the other hand, if
an individual pled to or was
convicted of a crime of vio-
lence, they would serve ap-

proximately 2/3rds of the 6
year sentence, or 4 years.
That has now all changed.
In the 2024 Special Session
of the Louisiana Legislature,
the relevant statute, LA. R.S.
15:571.3, was amended and
re-enacted. The relevant
part of the statute is referred
to as Dimi-
nution
of Sen-
tence for
good time
served.
T h e
new law
changed

ROYAL t h e
ALEXANDER

good time
credit (i.e. reduction) that
can be earned to a maxi-
mum of 15% for all offenses
except when the individual
iswhat is known as an Habit-
ual Offender or the crime in-
volves a sex offense. (which
are not allowed to earn any
good time). Unlike before,
the new law does not differ-
entiate between violent and
nonviolent offenses. Again,
the declared purpose of this
change is to provide truth,
or greater accuracy, in sen-
tencing.

So, what is the crux of the
new law?

Well, these changes only
apply to offenses that were
committed on or after Au-
gust 1, 2024, and the Good
Time Rates after that date
will be 85% for all offenses

amount of

except, again, sex offenses
and habitual offenders who
will not be eligible for any
good time served. Sex and
habitual offenders will earn
credit for any time served
prior to their conviction but
will not earn any additional
good time credit. One cave-
at is that offenders may earn
up to 12 months of addition-
al credit for the completion
of treatment and rehabilita-
tion programming as pro-
vided for in LA. R.S. 15:828.
Finally, the new law clarifies
that when an offender has
served 85% of their sentence
they will be released on Un-
supervised Parole for the re-
mainder of their sentence.

Let me also share two oth-
er categories of offense that
have been amended. The
first is Drug Court Screening
and Eligibility, with Act 572
providing that a defendant
who meets the eligibility and
suitability criteria can be of-
fered by the court an oppor-
tunity to participate in the
program and undergo treat-
ment. Second, Act 648 pro-
vides that in a felony case,
the court shall not/may not
terminate probation early,
or as “unsatisfactory,” and
release the defendant if the
conviction was for operating
a vehicle while intoxicated,
vehicular homicide, or First
Degree vehicular negligent
injuring.

One other issue I am asked
about frequently. Posses-

sion of a Firearm by a Con-
victed Felon. The new law
mandates that a consecutive
(it'susually concurrent) sen-
tence be imposed if a person
convicted was on probation
or parole at the time of the
new offense.

That’s quite a change!

I believe the goal of ensur-
ing truth in sentencing is
good public policy. I think
a defendant, as a matter of
due process of law, must be
informed of what time they
will actually serve for their
offense. I also feel it is im-
portant, as a matter of both
the legal process and judi-
cial efficiency, that judges,
DAs, and criminal defense
attorneys know exactly what
a sentence entails in order
to know how to proceed in a
case whether it be a plea or
a trial.

I'will be curious to see how
these changes impact crime
and incarceration in Loui-
siana. Whether additional
statutory tweaks will be
needed remains to be seen
but the effort to increase
both the constitutionally
required ‘fair warning’ and
notice of what is prohibited
under law, resulting in what
penalty, is laudable.

SHREVEPORT ATTORNEY, ROYAL
ALEXANDER, WORKED IN D.C. IN THE
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FOR
NEARLY 8 YEARS FOR TWO DIFFERENT
MEMBERS OF CONGRESS FROM
LOUISIANA.

THE MINDEN
PRESS-HERALD
WELCOMES
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR.

HERE ARE OUR GUIDELINES:
Letters are published
identifying name, occupation
and/or title and the writer's
city of residence. Letters are
not to exceed 500 words.

Send letters to: Letters to the
Editor, Minden Press-Herald,
P.O. Box 1339, Minden, LA
71055, or email to:
newsroom@press-herald.com.

FROM THE BACK PORCH

Seasons come and seasons go

Last week I shared about
the first born. This week we
will share about the middle
child, which will be a little
more difficult. For several
reasons.

The second child arrived
in October, on a Sunday af-
ternoon, coming to join the
older sister who was excited
to welcome a baby brother.

Your arrival added so
much to our family and we
made every effort to pro-
vide a loving home for you
and your sister. It is my hope
that during those years you
stored up memories that
brought delight when they
were recalled during your
later years.

Experts tell us the middle
child has the hardest time in
life. While that may or may

not be true, I'm sure you
probably felt that way many
times. However, your daddy
and I tried to show each one
of you how much you were
loved, and
one was
not loved
more than
the other.
\ e
watched
you grow
up much
too quick-
ly, playing
baseball,
riding
bikes, learning to swim and
become attached to a kind
of music we could never un-
derstand.
We took you to church
and wanted to be assured

Ve

FANNIE
MOORE

that you knew a loving God
and that you made a place in
your heart for Him. Sunday
School and Youth Activities,
along with summer camp,
were a part of your life.

You always exhibited a
sense of strong indepen-
dence and perhaps this was
hard for us to accept, still
longing to be the axis of your
universe. However, we real-
ized that we could not hold
onto forever. We had to let
you live your own life and
we could not make those
life-altering choices for you.

As we watched you grow
up, we could still see that
small, chubby baby with the
long black hair as the doctor
brought you to my room and
said, “Here’s Elvis.” We knew
the time was passing by too

quickly.

You and your sister were
soon joined by a younger
brother. I think you and big
sister conspired against him
but later it became the other
way around. That is proba-
bly the way it always is. Who
knows.

The years passed by all too
quickly.

Then, one day, all too
soon, you left us. You were
pursuing one of your favor-
ite past times, riding your
motorcycle. The truck driver
swore he didn’t see you.

Our life has never been the
same.

Enjoy every season of your
life as they come and go too
quickly,

FANNIE MORE LIVES IN SHONGALOO.

INSPIRATION

My angel experience when I was stuck in the ditch in 1996

From the backwoods of
Arkansas, before going into
an orphanage, to today, I
am constantly amazed at the
times God has stepped out
of the woodwork, making
His presence known, giving
me an opportunity to let the
world know He is in con-
trol and He is the one who
takes care of me, although
people often say “take care
of yourself” God has always
protected me, sometimes
coming to me in the form of
angels to save me from di-
saster.

The experience I wish to
share happened to me dur-
ing the first week of January,
1996. I was returning home
from taking my youngest son
to school in Searcy, Arkan-
sas.

It was about one o’clock

in the morning when I must

have dozed and found my-
self in the median, stuck in
the mud, not far from Arka-
delphia, Arkansas. (I had to
get home to go to work that
morning.)
Imme-
diately,
I began
turning my
lights  off
and on, not
knowing
where my
emergency
. lights were.
HUDSON I pleaded
PIERCE “Dear God,
please
send someone to help me
and not hurt me.”
Within minutes a car
pulled over and young a
young man asked me if he

could go get help.

Yes, [ responded.

Within minutes he was
back. He walked over to the
passenger side and said he
would stay and make sure I
was OK while help came.

Within minutes a car load
of three or four teenagers
drove up and walked over to
my car.

Immediately the young
man jumped out of his vehi-
cle and told them “ You can
leave. The police are on their
way.’

The boys jumped back in
their car, like they had been
shot, and sped off!

Moments later the police
arrived to pull me out of the
mud.

I began trying to find
something to give the young
man for helping me, maybe

one of my books, knowing
he wouldn’t want money.

As he was hurrying to
leave, I begged him “But sir,
at least tell me what is your
name?” He simply replied
“My name is Richard, I must
be on my way!”

Twenty-five years later this
memory is as clear as a bell.

I shall always believe Rich-
ard was an angel, while a
real person, or an angelic be-
ing, a messenger, a protector,
sent my way by God not only
to take care of me on that
cold, rainy night, but to allow
me to see God step out of the
woodwork to protect me as
He always does.

No matter what we are
going through, we need to
know to not give up, to keep
on keeping on, because He
is in control. My life has

been orchestrated by one
difficulty after another but
somehow it all works out for
which I am forever grateful.
Sometimes He puts people
in our corner, as angels, to
give us the courage to make
it to the other side. The older
I am, the more my faith is
affirmed, that Jesus is the
same yesterday, today and
forever. He always gets me
to the right place at the right
time, pulling me out of the
ditches, making His pres-
ence known, knowing He is
in control, taking care of me,
simply because He loves me.

CONTACT SARAH AT SARAHP9957@
AOL.COM
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The Minden Crimson Tide scrimmaged Parkway in the spring. Friday they will host Benton, another 1-5A team, in their fall scrimmage.

Scrimmages next
for parish teams

RUSSELL HEDGES
Minden Press-Herald

The preparation for the
start of the 2024 season
continues this week with
scrimmages.

Glenbrook travels to
Shreveport Thursday to
take on Green Oaks at
Northwood’s Jerry Burton
Memorial Stadium.

The parish’s other three
teams have scrimmages
Aug. 23.

Minden host Benton,
North Webster visits Mag-
nolia, Ark., and Lakeside is
at Cedar Creek. Scrimmag-
es generally get underway
at about 6 p.m. They usual-
ly include a set of plays by
the first- and second teams
or JV — and sometimes
freshmen — followed by a
live 12-minute quarter.

Formats vary, though.
Sets of plays can be a spe-
cific number or time frame.
Some have a goal-line seg-
ment.

Regardless, it’s a wel-
come change for players to
go up against someone be-
sides their teammates.

Coaches get a chance
to see how newcomers are
mixing in with veterans.
Scrimmages also provide
video for evaluating per-
formance.

Benton at Minden

Lakeside at Cedar Creek

Scrimmage schedule

THURSDAY
Glenbrook vs. Green Oaks at Northwood
FRIDAY

North Webster at Magnolia, Ark.

For new Lakeside head
coach John Ware and
North Webster head coach
Christopher Wilson, it will
be the first time to see their
teams in game-type situa-
tions. Neither team scrim-
maged in the spring.

Of course, players who
are battling injuries of any
nature are usually kept out
of scrimmages so some
teams may not be at full
strength.

As always, coaches
and officials will be keep-
ing a close watch on play-
ers because of the heat.
Teams are getting a bit of
a break this week with high
temperatures moderating
from near 100 or more to
the low to mid-9o0s.

Minden and Benton
were District 1-4A rivals
before the Tigers moved
up to District 1-5A in 2020.

The Benton defense
should provide a good test
for the Tide offense with

two first-team and one
second-team  All-District
players returning.

The Tigers offense fea-
tures sophomore quarter-
back Malachi Zeigler and
6-foot-7 lineman Witt Van
Hoy, a TCU commit.

Benton is coming off a
5-6 season. The Tigers won
four of their last five regu-
lar-season games.

Minden went 3-8 last
year. The Tide have a good
mix of veterans and new-
comers led by quarterback
Hudson Brown, running
back Dunovan Robinson,
offensive lineman Jona-
than Bradford and defen-
sive lineman Demetrius
Robinson.

Glenbrook’s opponent
Green Oaks, a member of
District 1-2A, is coming off
a 3-7 season.

Glenbrook went 8-3 last
season in Reagan Smith’s
first season as head coach.
Quarterback Easton Sand-

ers returns but the Apach-
es lost several key players
off last year’s team.

North Webster’s op-
ponent Magnolia is com-
ing off a 5-5 season. Like
North Webster, the Pan-
thers have a new head
coach, former Captain
Shreve head coach Adam
Kirby. Kirby led the Gators
to the District 1-5A cham-
pionship last season.

North Webster has a
solid group of returning
starters off last season’s
7-5 team led by All-District
1-3A running back Brae-
don Robertson.

Lakeside’s  opponent
Cedar Creek, a member of
District 1-14, is coming off
a 4-7 season.

Lakeside went 3-7 last
season as injuries took
their toll in the last six
games. The Warriors have
an experienced quarter-
back in Brock Case. Eli
Santelices, a receiver and
defensive back, is also
back.

After the scrimmages,
the next step in the pre-
season process are the
jamborees. Minden, North
Webster and Lakeside are
competing in the Pineland
Jamboree at The Pit Aug.
30. Glenbrook is hosting a
jamboree the same night.

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

Tech coach pleased with
team’s second scrimmage

RUSSELL HEDGES
Minden Press-Herald

Louisiana Tech held its
second scrimmage of fall
camp last Saturday, and
Head Coach Sonny Cumb-
ie was generally pleased
with what he saw.

“I think for one the
competition between both
groups was better,” Cumb-
ie said during an interview
posted on Tech’s website
following the scrimmage.

Cumbie liked how the
offense performed early in
the scrimmage in the red
zone segment.

“We started the scrim-
mage fast,” he said. “And I
think the defense respond-
ed when we went to the
driving portion, in terms of
making us drive the length
of the field.

“T think there was
cleaner execution, better
ball security. I think defen-
sively we’ve done a really
good job throughout the
course of fall camp of cre-
ating takeaways, whether
it’s been creating fumbles
or making interceptions. I
think from an overall com-
petition standpoint it was
a very good back and forth.
And for me, that’s what
you’re shooting for.”

Louisiana Tech, com-
ing off back-to-back 3-9
seasons, opens the 2024
campaign Saturday, Aug.
31, at 7 p.m. against Nich-
olls in Joe Aillet Stadium.

Season opener

SATURDAY, AUG. 31
Nicholls at Louisana Tech, 7 p.m.

Of course, in an intra-
squad scrimmage it can be
hard to judge progress.

Cumbie said a defen-
sive lineman came up to
him before the scrimmage
and said that the defense
was “going to get after you
guys.”

Isaid, ‘Hey, I'm on your
side,” ” Cumbie said. “It’s
one of those things where
it’s offensively, defensively
sometimes it’s a no-win
situation. You always want
to do well on both sides of
the ball. But I was most
proud with how the guys
competed. I think we got
out of this healthy, which
is our No. 1 goal.”

Another goal was to
see who among the back-
ups will be ready to play if
called on.

“I feel really good about
our 1s,” Cumbie said. “And
well watch the film and
evaluate I guess some of
the borderline positions in
terms of depth and who’s
going to be that next guy in
with our 2s and 3s, which
we all know there will be a
point in time when those
guys will be in.”

After more than two
full weeks of practice, one
position Cumbie is high on
is running back.

“'m really excited
about AG — 25 — Amani
Givens, Fred Roberson,
and also the guys that have
been here, Marquis (Cros-
by), Donerio (Davenport)
and Wigs (Omiri Wiggins).
So I think that’s a really
strong position for us.”

He also likes the way
No. 1 quarterback Jack
Turner has performed.

“Jack’s had a really
good camp,” Cumbie said.
“He’s putting the ball where
it needs to be in some tight
spots. He’s done a nice job
of reading, makes plays
with his feet, does a good
job in the quarterback run-
ning game.”

The competition for
the No. 2 spot has been
close between two red-
shirt freshmen from Texas
— Evan Bullock and Blake
Baker.

“Evan and Blake have
been back and forth,”
Cumbie said. “It’s hard to
find separation because
they’re both playing really
well.”

Defensively, = Cumbie
said one goal is to develop
depth at the cornerback
position.

“I think that’s one area
in terms of the depth that
we’ve got to continue to

grow,” he said. “And at
linebacker, besides Zach
(Zimos), behind Kolbe
(Fields), and finding those
next guys that go in.”

One area in which the
Bulldogs struggled last
season was getting to the
quarterback. Cumbie be-
lieves that will change this
season under new Defen-
sive Coordinator Jeremiah
Johnson.

“I think the guys are
playing at a faster pace, less
thinking,” he said. “They’re
really able to attack in
terms of their assignment.
I think we have some guys
that can rush the passer.

“I think Jessie Evans is
going to be a really good
pass rusher. I think Zeke
Campbell has the ability to
do that. And I think put-
ting them in positions now
and some things we're do-
ing with our front to where
they’re playing fast and re-
acting.

“There’s obviously a
scheme and a designed call
of where they’re supposed
to go. All of the hesitation
that’s been created by us
as coaches has been taken
out and now they’re able to
play fast. So I think some of
the things we do with our
front and our linebackers,
changing up the looks for
the center and the offen-
sive line are going to allow
those guys to pin their ears
back and rush the passer at
times.”

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

Three Tigers named
to ESPN Preseason
All-America Team

LSU ATHLETIC
COMMUNICATIONS

BATON ROUGE -
LSU offensive tackle Will
Campbell and linebacker
Harold Perkins have been
named first-team pre-
season All-America by
ESPN.com.

Offensive tackle Em-
ery Jones was named to
the ESPN.com preseason
second-team.

All three Tigers named
to the ESPN.com team are
juniors and they all enter
their third season as start-
ers for a Tiger program
that has had back-to-back
10-win seasons.

Campbell and Jones
form the nation’s top of-
fensive tackle tandem,
while LSU’s offensive line
is considered to be among
the best in the nation. The
Tigers return four start-
ers from last year’s squad
that was one of three fi-
nalists for the Joe Moore
Award (Nation’s Top Of-
fensive Line).

It’s the third first-
team preseason honor
for Campbell, who has
also been tabbed by both
Walter Camp and Sport-
ing News on their All-
America squads heading
into 2024. Perkins has
been named second-team
preseason All-America by
Walter Camp and Sport-
ing News.

Campbell enters 2024
with 26 career starts at
left tackle and helped

pave the way for one of
the most prolific offenses
in college football history
last season.

Of Campbell, ESPN.
com said, “He’s a polished
pass protector and didn’t
allow a sack last season
in 491 pass-blocking situ-
ations, according to Pro
Football Focus. Camp-
bell’s power and strength
also make him an excel-
lent run blocker.”

Perkins has built the
reputation as a game-
wrecker on defense, tally-
ing 26 tackles for loss and
13 sacks in his first two
years at LSU.

ESPN.com said of Per-
kins, “After considerable
debate about where he
should play, he will re-
turn to inside linebacker
while also moving outside
and rushing the passer
on third down. The 6-1,
225-pound junior had
7.5 sacks as a true fresh-
man in an edge rusher
role. He moved inside as
a sophomore, and while
his sack numbers dipped
somewhat, he matched
his freshman total with 13
tackles for loss. Wherever
Perkins lines up, quarter-
backs have to be wary of
him.”

LSU is one of only four
teams with at least two
players named first-team
preseason  All-America
by ESPN.com. They are
joined by Georgia (3 on
first-team), Michigan (3),
and Alabama (3).

LSU ranked
No. 13 1n AP
preseason poll

RUSSELL HEDGES
Minden Press-Herald

The LSU Tigers are
ranked No. 13 in the As-
sociated Press Preseason
Top 25.

LSU is coming off a
10-3 season. The Tigers
open the 2024 season
Sunday, Sept. 1, at 6:30

p-m. against No. 23 USC
in Las Vegas.

LSU was ranked No. 12
in the coaches poll.

Georgia is No. 1 in the
AP Top 25. Rounding out
the top 10 Ohio State, Or-
egon, Texas, Alabama, Ole
Miss, Notre Dame, Penn
State, Michigan and Flor-
ida State.

. = x A J
ROBERT SUMMERLIN/PRESS -HERALD

LSU offensive tackle Will Campbell was one of two Tigers named to
the ESPN Preseason All-America first team.

COLLEGE BASEBALL

Fouts promoted
to Associate Head
Coach at Tech

BRANFORD CLAY
Louisiana Tech

Associate Director
Strategic Communications

RUSTON — Louisi-
ana Tech baseball Coach
Cooper Fouts has been
promoted to Associate
Head Coach, the school an-
nounced last week.

Fouts, in his three sea-
sons working with the
pitchers, has coached two
All-Americans (Ethan
Bates and Ryan Harland),
three All-Region selec-
tions, six All-Conference
USA selections, five arms
taken in the MLB Draft
(Ryan Jennings, Kyle Crig-

ger, Cade Gibson, Landon
Tomkins, and Sam Brod-
ersen), and two undrafted
free agents (Jarret Whorff
and Jackson Lancaster).

Head Coach Lane Bur-
roughs on Fouts::

“Cooper brings an en-
ergy and passion to his
unprecedented work.
He’s one of the hardest-
working coaches I've ever
been around. He has been
loyal to Louisiana Tech
Baseball and brings it ev-
ery day. Coop never has a
bad day and his enthusi-
asm for his craft whether
it’s recruiting, coaching,
or building relationships is
unmatched.”
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Bower helps Bossier get shutout
in American Legion World Series

RUSSELL HEDGES
Minden Press-Herald

Brody Bower, a 2024
Minden graduate, helped
the Bossier Phillies get a
shutout in the American
Legion World Series last
Sunday in Shelby, N.C.

Bower started and
pitched 2 1/3 innings in a
1-0 victory over Billings,
Mont. He allowed one
hit, struck out three and
walked one.

At the deadline for
this edition, Bossier was
1-1 in the Stripes division.
The eight-team World
Series is divided into two
divisions. The other one is
Stars.

The champions of each
division were scheduled
to play the runners-up in
the other divisions in the
semifinals Monday. The
winners were scheduled
to meet in the champion-
ship game Tuesday.

Bossier’s game against
Billings was suspended in
the third inning Saturday
night because of inclem-
ent weather.

The Phillies scored
their only run on a two-
out single by Hudson Bri-
gnac in the fifth.

GINGER SWANSON/SPECIAL TO THE PRESS -HERALD
Bossier Phillies first baseman Easton Sanders, a Glenbrook senior,
gets an out during an American Legion World Series game last week.

GINGER SWANSON/SPECIAL TO THE PRESS -HERALD
Brody Bower, a 2024 Minden graduate, helped the Bossier Phillies defeat Billings, Mont., 1-0 in the Ameri-
can Legion World Series last Sunday in Shelby, N.C..

GINGER SWANSON/SPECIAL TO THE PRESS -HERALD
Hudson Brignac, a 2024 Benton graduate, bats against Billings,
Mont., in the American Legion World Series last week.

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

L.SU sells out
of season tickets

for 100th year in
Tiger Stadium

LSU ATHLETIC
COMMUNICATIONS

BATON ROUGE -
LSU’s 100th year of foot-
ball in Tiger Stadium has
already reached a mile-
stone as the school an-
nounced a sellout of sea-
son tickets with 71,250
being sold for 2024.

The 71,250 season tick-
ets sold this year are the
most for LSU since 2017.
It also ranks as one of the
highest totals in school his-
tory. LSU has sold 70,000
or more season tickets six
times with the school re-
cord of 74,350 set in 2014.
LSU’s current season
ticket capacity of 71,250 is
due to an increase in indi-
vidual game ticket options
being offered so that more
fans can experience Tiger
Stadium.

LSU celebrates its
100th year of Tiger Stadi-
um in 2024 with a season-
long celebration in Death
Valley. Tiger Stadium will
feature new LED lights, a
new sound system, as well
as a bigger and better vid-
eo board in the north end

zone and two new screens
in the corners of the south
endzone.

Some of the highlights
of the 2024 home schedule
include Ole Miss on Oct.
15 when LSU will officially
celebrate the 100th year of
Tiger Stadium; Alabama
on Nov. 9 for what has be-
come one of the most an-
ticipated games in college
football each year; and
SEC newcomer Oklahoma
making its first visit to
Death Valley on Nov. 30.

LSU s still offering sin-
gle-game tickets for home
games against Nicholls,
UCLA, South Alabama,
Ole Miss, Vanderbilt, and
Oklahoma. Single-game
tickets and ticket packages
other than season tickets
can be purchased at www.
LSUtix.net.

LSU opens its third
season under head coach
Brian Kelly on Sunday,
Sept. 1 when the 13th-
ranked Tigers face No. 23
USC in Las Vegas. LSU
opens its home schedule
on Sept. 7 when the Tigers
welcome Nicholls to Tiger
Stadium.

CHAD KEITH/SPECIAL TO THE PRESS -HERALD
LSU has sold out of season tickets for the 100th year of football in
Tiger Stadium.

OUTDOORS

Mellie Martzn trazns hounds bloodhounds

GLYNN HARRIS

Glenn Wheeler is a
longtime friend of mine. As
a fellow outdoor journalist,
our friendship developed
over the years through our
association with outdoor
writer conferences. In ad-
dition to being a journalist,
Wheeler is also Sheriff of
Newton County Arkansas
and from time to time, his
duties involve trying to lo-
cate a missing person. This
is where Mellie Martin en-
ters the picture.

Martin, who along with
husband Jay, own and op-
erate Dubach Heat and Air
but her sideline involves
raising and training hounds,
not just any hounds. Her
focus is on bloodhounds.
A few weeks ago, Martin
learned of a missing per-
son in Newton County Ar-
kansas and offered to bring
her hounds there to assist.
Here’s where I entered the
picture. Martin conveyed
a message from my friend
Sheriff Wheeler that piqued
my interest enough to try
and learn about raising and
training bloodhounds.

“As a member of the
Delta Elite K9 Search and
Rescue team, I have been
involved in raising and
training bloodhounds for
the past eight years,” Mar-
tin said. “My interest in
bloodhounds was the result
of an incident where a spe-
cial needs child left home
and met with a tragic ac-
cident. I thought that if the
child could have been found
and rescued before the acci-
dent happened, the result
would not have ended in
tragedy.”

The more she learned
about bloodhounds and
what they can do, the more
intrigued she became so
she began raising and train-
ing bloodhounds some
eight years ago. What she
has learned about these re-
markable dogs is fascinat-
ing.

“Bloodhounds have
about 270 million scent re-

L-

Mellie Martin raises and trains bloodhounds to help in search and rescue.

ceptors in their noses com-
pared to about 5 million we
humans have. These dogs
can be trained to find a spe-
cific person even after they
have been gone two or three
days,” she said.

“Each person’s scent is
individualized in the same
way that no two people
have the same fingerprint.
Before a search begins, an
article, such as a cap or pil-
low case that no one else
has used is presented to the
dog and it is homed in only
on that one person.”

Martin says she is called
on average about two times
amonth to bring her dogs to
where a missing person has
been reported. Not only do
they search for run-aways
but also criminals who may

be on the run.

“We don’t compete with
law enforcement agencies
that utilize dogs; we work
with them. Our area of re-
sponsibility involves serv-
ing all of Louisiana north
of Alexandria over to East
Texas and just south of
Little Rock, AR as well as
portions of Mississippi. We
wait for law enforcement
agencies to contact us be-
fore offering the services of
our dogs,” Martin said.

Martin’s work with her
dogs is on a strictly volun-
teer basis where no fee is
charged. I am reminded of
the similarity of what she
does with her dogs and the
organization deer hunt-
ers utilize to find wounded
deer.

COURTESY PHOTO

“My most rewarding
event took place in south
Arkansas when an elderly
and sickly gentleman had
been missing for 36 hours
and family assumed he
had probably passed away
somewhere. My dogs were
able to locate him, alive but
dehydrated, and when we
came back with him riding
with us on a side-by-side, I
joined with the family shed-
ding happy tears. Just see-
ing that dog I have trained
find someone in such a situ-
ation is so rewarding,” she
said.

To learn more about
what has been done and
can be done with blood-
hounds, go on-line to Delta
Elite Kg Search and Rescue
Team.

Fishing Report

BLACK BAYOU
— Fishing is slow. A
few crappie have been
caught around the trees.
Contact Honey Hole
Tackle Shop 323-8707
for latest information.

BUSSEY BRAKE
— Hot weather has
slowed things a bit. Bass
best early mornings on
topwaters and big plas-
tic worms later in the
day. Crappie fishing has
been fair fishing around
deep brush. Bream fish-
ing has slowed. For lat-
est information, contact
the Honey Hole at 323-
8707.

OUACHITA RIV-
ER — Crappie fishing
has improved around
deep brush in the river.
Bass fishing has im-
proved fishing shad imi-
tation lures in the cuts.
For latest information,
contact the Honey Hole
Tackle Shop at 323-
8707.

LAKE D’AR-
BONNE - Bass have
been best early morn-
ing on topwaters. swim
baits and square billed
crank  baits  fished
around the edge of the
grass. Soft plastics and
crank baits working
best later. When lake
begins drawdown, mov-
ing water should turn
them on. Crappie are
good on the flats in 12-
14 foot water and along
the edges of the chan-
nels and hitting shiners
and jigs. Bream are off
the beds and scattered.
Catfishing is good fish-
ing cold worms off the
banks. For latest infor-
mation, call Anderson
Sport Center at 368-
9669 or Honey Hole
Tackle Shop at 323-
8707.

LAKE CLAI-

BORNE - Bass fishing
is best at night fishing
soft plastics and dark
spinners and crank
baits around lighted
piers. Some have been
caught early morn-
ings on topwater lures
fished along the edges
of grass. Crappie are
in deep water and are
best around submerged
brush on shiners and
jigs. Bream are slow. No
report on Stripers. For
latest information, call
Kel’s Cove at 927-2264
or Terzia Tackle at 2778-
4498.

CANEY LAKE -
Bass fishing has been
fair early mornings
fishing topwater lures
around the grass. Some
are also being caught at
night on plastic worms
and deep diving crank
baits. During the day,
deep diving crank baits
and soft plastics fished
on underwater humps is
best. Bream fishing has
slowed as the fish are
scattered. Crappie are
fair fishing jigs or shin-
ers around submerged
tops. For information
contact Caney Lake
Landing at 259-66409,
Hooks Marina at 249-
2347, Terzia Tackle at
278-4498 or the Honey
Hole Tackle Shop at
323-8707.

LAKE POVERTY
POINT - Catfishing
has been good while
others are slow. For
latest reports, call Pov-
erty Point Marina at
318/878-0101.

LAKE YUCAT-
AN — The water is at a
standstill with slow fall
expected. Fishing over-
all is quite slow. For
info call Surplus City
Landing at 318/467-
2250.
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GOOD NEWS

Growing up on the 1940’s on a
farm, I remember well when we
‘got electricity! And I remember
life before then (B.E.) too. The
oil lamps (and stove) smoked
up the house. We took a lamp
wherever we went at night, even
to the outhouse. I watched my
parents ‘trim the wicks, pour the
oil, and light the match. Magic!
But this was nothing to compare
with the electric lights that were
to come.

When 1 first heard that Abe
Lincoln learned to read by a
candle or the kind of lamp we
used, I was encouraged that
someday I might be President
like him. But then we ‘got elec-
tricity. That dashed my political
hopes. (I am not complaining,
believe me!)

It was in the summer of 1945
when we officially got ‘hooked
up! Living so far out in the coun-
try, it took time to work out all
the details. We were living on
Uncle Joe Evans’ place, Route
2, Baskin, LA. It was ‘way out
in the country! When it was
dark on that hill -IT WAS VERY
DARK! We had a few oil lamps
to use throughout the old dog-
trot house. Standing in the
yard, looking in, you could see
the lamps ‘walking through the

TURNING ON THE GOSPEL LIGHTS

house at night! (Like a ghost
moving about!)

The light poles had to be
snaked from the gravel road up
the narrow trail to the house.
They were moved on a home-
made sled/slide, pulled by two
mules. It was quite a produc-
tion.  This
might  be
compared
to mov-
ing  some
of the large
buildings
from Fibre-
bond onto
Highway 80
and  I-20.
Everything HEEE==
stopped for Bill Crider
the action!

When they

were unloading the poles, the
mules jumped, causing the logs
to roll off the slide, penning my
daddy to the ground. When the
logs were lifted, it was evident
that Daddy had a broken leg in
two places.

Bad news for a farming family
in the summer! After spending
a month or so in Conway Hos-
pital in Monroe, he came home
with a hard cast on his leg and
a month-long beard. We hardly

knew him. Who was this strange
ghost-like man? And we have a
surprise for him too!

The ‘electrical project’ that
he begun was completed by
our neighbors who came to
our rescue. The poles were po-
sitioned, cables were strung
and the power turned on. That
summer was the beginning of
many ‘miracles’ for our family.
In a few years, we enjoyed a se-
ries of ‘new inventions’ such as
a refrigerator, radio, and later a
washing machine. We grounded
the small radio by connecting a
wire to the window screen to get
better reception. WSM (Nash-
ville) on Saturday night, KWKH
during the week, and XERF in
Del Rio, TX were some of our
favorite stations. We were in a
dream - world it seemed.

Each room in the house was
lighted by a single light bulb
handing down in the center
of the room. Since this was an
expensive commodity, Daddy
was always coming through the
house turning offlights, remind-
ing us of the cost. Lights were
out at9 p.m. except on Saturday.
We could stay up until 10:00.
Later when television invaded
our home, these times were
stretched a bit.

Until electricity ‘invaded the
country side, the only bright
lights at night were car lights
along the dusty country roads,
casting a halo in the darkness.
But now there was light on the
outside and inside of the house.
Modern technology! This event
was much like the one men-
tioned in Acts 13:45-49. (a light
had come to the Gentiles).

The Jewish leaders refused the
message of Paul and Barnabas.
Yes, they refused the lamplight-
ers and continued to walk in
darkness. Paul told the Jews, “It
isnecessary that this Good News
from God should be first given
to you. But since you have re-
jected it, and shown yourselves
unworthy of eternal life, well, we
will offer it to the Gentiles. For
thisis as the Lord commanded: I
have made you (Paul and Barn-
abas) lights to the Gentiles that
you may bring salvation to the
ends of the world”

Jesus had turned on Paul’s
witnessing light and it could
not be hidden nor snuffed out.
When the Jewish leaders re-
jected Jesus and crucified him,
Paul answered the call to ‘show
the Gentiles this special light of
salvation’ So, he turned the light
on brighter and brighter for the

Gentile world to see. He contin-
ued to ‘light up the world with
the Gospel’ wherever he went
even to Greece and Rome.

In our world today, we must
be about ‘turning this Light on’
in every area of life. Let God’s
love shine through us so when
others see our good works it

will bring glory to our Heavenly

Father. (Matt 5 14-16). We do
this by serving Jesus, obeying
the Great Commission and liv-
ing each day lighting candles
around us. There are many folks
still groping in darkness, wan-
dering as sheep without a shep-
herd. But we must let this ‘eter-
nal flame’ burn on the hillsides
of life, in the valleys of grief and
pain, in the courtrooms of injus-
tice and the classrooms across
the land. They must shine in
the dark corners of our personal
lives as well. We need to let them
burn as brightly as we possibly
can these days of spiritual dark-
ness. We must bring hope to this
lost and sinful world. Let’s turn
some lights on in Minden this

week!

BILL CRIDER IS CHAPLAIN OF MINDEN
MEDICAL CENTER

THE UPWARD LOOK

Put on His Armor

“Put on the full armor of God, so that

and his forces. The devil is a cunning

INSPIRATION

Have you ever felt like you're just get-

Working for the lord

portunity to minister to those around us.

schemer who is wicked and vile
and will use his wiles, his subtle
tricks and schemes, in an at-
tempt to destroy a believer.

you will be able to stand firm
against the schemes of the
devil.” Ephesians 6:11 NASB

The believer is a soldier in
the midst of a spiritual bat-
tle. He must be fully armed,
equipped, and prepared in
order to stand firm against
evil. Notice that it is not his
armor, his own strength, that
he is to put on. Itis God’s armor. Itis

Lord Jesus, I must face this
battle in Your strength and
clothed in Your armor. Teach
me how to stand firm in righ-
teousness, to hold the faith,
and to proclaim Your Word.

Max Hutto

ting by at work? Have you ever made the

statement I'm just here to get paid? If

you answered yes to either of
those questions it may be time
to invite God to work. Colos-
sians 3:23-24 NIV says “What-
ever you do, work at it with all
your heart, as working for the
Lord, not for human masters,

since you know that you will

As I end this article I would like to leave

everyone with three points. Firstly, if we

have a healthy and prosper-
ous job God provides that job.
Secondly, we should try to find
something positive every day
on the job even when it seems
there is nothing positive. And
lastly, the position you have is

the position God gave you, and

the armor that God provides which the
believer must put on and use to stand
firm against the onslaught of the devil

MAX HUTTO IS A BAPTIST MINISTER AND A RESI-
DENT OF MINDEN. MORE INFORMATION CAN BE FOUND
AT WWW.UPWARDLOOK.ORG.

i
receive an inheritance from the Bernard Harris

Lord as areward. It is the Lord Christ you

are serving” We must remember that

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
MINDEN

e
//
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ery interaction allows us to glorify God.

there is no small job. Every job and ev-

We have to treat every day as a new op-

How can e,

301 Pennsylvania X{/enue o Mindemny

BERNARD HARRIS Il IS A HAUGHTON FIREMAN AND A

should enjoy and appreciate it

until God moves you.

LOCAL RESIDENT OF MINDEN

gyou’re in need of prayer,

e can help you. Contact the
“FBC 24-Hour) Prayer Ministry
at 37;7|—PRAY.

FIRST BAPTIST CHUI%C;I% :
A\[", .

N
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CLASSIFIEDS

Classified line ads are published Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday in the Minden Press-Herald, Bossier Press-Tribune and online at www.press.herald.com

PLACE YOUR AD TODAY!

classifieds@press-herald.com

Classified
Rates

Pricing is easy!

$7.75

Per Day - Up to 20 words!
Aditional words are only 30
cents more!

Garage Sales

No word limit.

$11

One Day

$16.50
Two Days

Receive a FREE Garage
Sale Kit with your two day
ad!

* Garage Sale ads must be
prepaid.

Deadlines

Ads

Line ads and display ads must
be submitted by noon two
days before publication.

Public Notices
Public notices must be sub-
mitted two days prior to
publication date depending
on the length. Notices may be
emailed to classifieds@press-
herald.com

Payments
Cash Checks, Billing

Real Estate Notice
“All real estate advertised
here is subject to the Fed-
eral Fair Housing Act, which
makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation or
discrimination based on race,
color, religion, sex, handicap,
familial status, or national
origin, or intention to make
any such preference, limita-
tion, or discrimination. We
will not knowlingly accept
any advertising for real estate,
which is in violation of th
elaw. All persons are hereby
informed that all dwellings
advertised are available on an
equal opportunity basis.

Grow
Your
Business

Call to place your ad!

PLACE
YOUR
AD

TODAY!
377-1866

ADVERTISEMENT
FOR BIDS

SEALED BIDS WILL
BE RECEIVED BY
THE Webster Parish
Library Board, at the
Ferguson-Stewart
Building, 1st Floor, 521
East & West Street,
Minden, LA, 71055
until: 2:00 p.m. gCST)
fSeptember 17, 2024,
or:

WEBSTER PARISH
LIBRARIES
DOYLINE BRANCH

DOYLINE,
LOUISIANA
Prevot Desisgn Project
No. A0500.01

Bid Documents are
available in electronic
form free of charge.
Contact Mark Prevot
at Prevot Design Ser-
vices to obtain these
files (318-227-9244
EXT 115 or mprevot@
prevotdesign.com).

All additional inquiries
shall be directed to:

Mark Prevot

Prevot Design
Services, APAC

601 Spring Street,
Suite A

Shreveport,
Louisiana, 71101
(318) 227-9244 phone
mprevot@prevotde-
sign.com

Work on this Project
includes all work as
indicated in the Con-
struction Documents
(Bid Documents),
which includes Draw-
ings, Project Manual
and Addenda (if any).

A MANDATORY
PRE-BID CONFER-
ENCE will be held

at 10:00 a.m. (CST,
September 4, 2024, at
the Ferguson-Stewart
Building, 1st Floor, 521
East & West Street,
Minden, LA, 71055.

NOTE: BIDS SHALL
ONLY BE ACCEPTED
FROM CONTRAC-
TORS WHO ARE
LICENSED UNDER
LOUISIANA CON-
TRACTORS LICENS-
ING LAW. CONTRAC-
TORS REQUIRED
FOR THIS PROJECT
SHALL BE MAJOR
CLASSIFICATION AS
GENERAL CONTRAC-
TORS ONLY.

Bids must be ac-
companied by a bid
security equal to five
il)_ercent (5%) of the
otal Bid (includin:
any AIternatesL. id
Security must be in
the form of a cashier’s
check, certified check
or a satisfactory bid
bond written by a com-
Rﬂang with a current A.

. Best Rating of ‘A-’
Excellent), Financial
ize Category ‘VII' with

a ‘Stable’ Outlook and
licensed in the State of
Louisiana.

The successful bidder
will be required to
furnish the following
bonds written by a
corl\r}f)any with a current
A. M. Best Rating of
‘A~ (Excellent), Finan-
cial Size Category ‘VII
with a ‘Stable” Outlook
and licensed in the
State of Louisiana:
Performance Bond in
an amount equal to
one-hundred percent
(100%) of the contract
amount; and Payment
Bond in an amount
equal to one-hundred
percent (100%) of the
contract amount.

The Contract Time
shall be Three Hun-
dred Sixty-Five (365)
calendar days. Liqui-
dated Damages shall
be One Thousand
Dollars ($1,000.00)
for each consecutive
calendar day that the
Work is not completed
beyond the Contract
Time after the date of
commencement of the
Work fixed in the No-
tice to Proceed, subject
to such adjustments of
the Contract Time as
may be made accord-
ing to the terms of the
Contract Documents.
Said sums shall in no
event be construed

to be a penalty; but
only as damages fixed
and agreed upon in
advance.

No bid may be with-
drawn for a period of
forty-five (45) days
after actual date of the
ogenmg thereof.

The Owner reserves
the right to reject any
and all bids with just
cause. Bids which
deviate from the Con-
struction Documents
will not be considered.
In accordance with Act
No. 590 of the 2008
Regular Session of the
Louisiana Legislature
bids may be submitted
electronically at www.
bidnetdirect.com.
Vendors/Contractors
who decide to submit
electronic bids will also
have to pay an annual
fee for digital signa-
tures as required by
state law. Contractors
who submit electronic
bonds will need to pa}/
an annual fee to http://
surety2000.com/

WEBSTER PARISH
LIBRARY

August 14, 2024
August 21, 2024
August 28, 2024
Minden Press Herald

PROCEEDING OF
THE VILLAGE OF
HEFLIN, STATE

OF LOUISIANA,
TAKEN IN REGULAR
MEETING HELD ON
AUGUST 8, 2024.

The Heflin Town
Council met at Town
Hall, Heflin, Louisiana
beginning at 8:07
p.m. with the following
members present:
Mayor Ralph James
council members
Hallie DeMoss, Robert
Stachowicz, Chief of
Police Paul Migues,
Water System Opera-
tor Jesse Williamson,
and Village Clerk
Sherry Limosnero. Ab-
sent council member
Matt Austin.

The meeting was
ogened with prayer
offered by Hallie
DeMoss, and Robert
Stachowicz led the
Pledge of Allegiance.
Mayor Ralph James
welcomed everyone to
the meeting.

Upon motion by
Robert Stachowicz
and duly seconded
by Hallie DeMoss,
the council adopted
the Minutes from
July 2024 at Council
Re%ular Meeting held
on August 8, 2024, as
presented; the motion
was approved unani-
mously.

Hallie DeMoss moved
to accept July 2024
Operating Financial
Statements as pre-
sented; the motion was
duly seconded by Rob-
ert Stachowicz. The
motion was approved
unanimously.

Upon motion by
Robert Stachowicz and
duly seconded by Hall-
ie DeMoss, the council
unanimously approved
Water System Reports
for July 2024,

Hallie DeMoss moved
to accegt the July 2024
Police Department
Reports as presented;
the motion was duly
seconded by Robert
Stachowicz. The
motion was approved
unanimously.

Robert Stachowicz
moved to accept the
July 2024 ARP Report
as presented; the mo-
tion was duly seconded
by Hallie DeMoss. The
motion was approved
unanimously.

Hallie DeMoss moved
to make a motion to
table this discussion
of RESOLUTION
2024-001 until the
next meeting. “In the
meantime, we will get
more information so
we can better discuss
the issue.” The motion
was duly seconded by
Robert Stachowicz.
The motion was ap-
proved unanimously.

Council comments
were heard, public
comments were heard.
There being no further
business to come
before this Council,
meeting adjourned by
Council Member Matt
Austin

Attest by: Sher’a/
Limosnero, LCMC,
Village Clerk
Respectfully posted:
8/13/2024

Adopted:

August 21, 2024
Minden Press Herald

AT&T Mobility, LLC is
proposing to construct
a 255-foot overall
height self-support
lattice telecommunica-
tions structure located
near 218 Shirley Drive,
Minden, Webster Par-
ish, Louisiana (32° 37’
58.2" N, 93° 17’ 51.2"
W). The proposed
tower is anticipated

to utilize FAA Style

E (medium intensity,
dual red/white strobes)
lighting.

AT&T Mobility, LLC
invites comments

from any interested
party on the impact the
proposed undertaking
may have on any dis-
tricts, sites, buildings,
structures, or objects
significant in American
history, archaeology,
engineering, or culture
that are listed or
determined eligible for
listing in the National
Register of Historic
Places under National
Historic Preservation
Act Section 106. Com-
ments may be sent to
Environmental Cor-
poration of America,
ATTN: Annamarie
Howell, 1375 Union
Hill Industrial Court,
Suite A, Alpharetta, GA
30004 or via email to
publicnotice @eca-usa.
com. Ms. Howell can
be reached at (770)
667-2040 x 108 during
normal business hours.
Comments must be
received within 30
days of the date of this
notice.

In addition, any
interested party may
also request further
environmental review
of the proposed ac-
tion under the FCC’s
National Environmental
Policy Act rules, 47
CFR §1.1307, by no-
tifying the FCC of the
specific reasons that
the action may have a
significant impact on
the quality of the hu-
man environment. This
request must only raise
environmental con-
cerns and can be filed
online using the FCC
pleadings system at
www.fcc.gov or mailed
to FCC Requests for
Environmental Review,
Attn: Ramon Williams,
445 12th Street SW,
Washington, DC 20554
within 30 days of the
date that notice of this
proposed action is
published on the FCC’s
website. Refer to File
No. A1291646 when
submitting the request
and to view the specific
information about the
proposed action. 24-
002064 DMG

August 21, 2024
Minden Press Herald

THE
September 11, 2024
INERAL LEASE

SALE
NOTICE OF PUBLI-
CATION
OFFICE OF MINERAL
RESOURCES
ON BEHALF OF THE
STATE MINERAL AND
ENERGY BOARD
FOR THE STATE OF
LOUISIANA

BATON ROUGE,
LOUISIANA 70821

Notice is hereby given
in conformity with La.
R.S. 30:126 that
sealed bids will be
received in the Office
of Mineral Resources,
LaSalle Office Build-
ing, Baton Rouge,
Louisiana (P. O. Box
2827, Baton Rouge,
LA 70821) on or
before 12:00 noon on
Tuesday, September
10, 2024 for a lease
to explore, drill for and
produce oil, gas and
any other liquid or
gaseous minerals in
solution and produced
with oil or gas on the
following described
tracts (Tract Nos.
45840 through 45850,
inclusive). The sealed
bids shall be opened
publicly on Wednes-
day, September 11,
2024 in the LaSalle
Office Building, 617
N. 3rd Street, Capitol
Complex, Baton
Rouge, Louisiana.

The descriptions for
the Tract(s? nominated
below were, for the
purpose of acquiring
a mineral lease(s)
or a geophysical
agreement(s), pro-
vided and corrected
exclusively by the
nominating party.
Therefore, any mineral
lease(s) or geophysical
agreement(s) awarded
I?IY the Louisiana State
ineral and Energy
Board (Mineral Board)
from the Tract(s) listed
below are without war-
ranty of any kind, either
express, implied or
statutory including, but
not limited to, title or
the implied warranties
of merchantability and
fitness for a particular
purpose.

An error or omission

in the nominating
party’s Tract descrip-
tion may require

that a State mineral
lease(s) or geophgsi-
cal agreement(s) be
modified, canceled or
abrogated due to the
existence of conflict-
ing leases, operating
agreements, private
claims or other future
obligations or condi-
tions within the Tract(s)
described. In such
case, however, the
Mineral Board shall not
be obligated to refund
any consideration paid
by the Lessee prior

to such modification,
cancellation or abroga-
tion including, but not
limited to, bonuses,
rentals and royalties.

Tract(s) available for
leasing may be situ-
ated in the Louisiana
Coastal Zone as de-
fined in Act 361 of the
Regular Session of the
Louisiana Legislature
of 1978 g;romulgated
as LSA-R. S. 49:213)
and may be subject to
the guidelines and reg-
ulations promulgated
by the Office of Coastal
anagement of the
Department of Energy
and Natural Resources
for operations in the
Coastal Zone.

Further, in accordance
with Article XII, Section
10 of the Constitu-
tion of Louisiana, and
notwithstanding any
language herein to the
contrary, any mineral
lr\i/?hts ranted by the
ineral and Energy
Board to the tract(s)
advertised herein are
subject to the surface
usage for integrated
coastal protection or
hurricane and flood
protection projects
promulgated, funded
and effected through
the State of Louisi-
ana, the Louisiana
Coastal Protection and
Restoration Authority,
the Louisiana Office of
Coastal Protection and
Restoration, and the
Department of Energy
and Natural Resources
and its divisions,
whether solely or in
conjunction with other
state, local or federal
governmental agencies
or with private individu-
als or entities.

Bids may be for the
whole or any particu-
larly described portion
of the land advertised,
but no bids will be
accepted that does not
equal the Minimum
Royalty as set forth
in La. R.S. 30:127
or which are not in
compliance with the
provisions of Sub-part
A of Chapter 2, Title 30
of the Louisiana Re-
vised Statutes of 1950,
as amended, other
applicable laws or the
gwdellnes established
y the Board through
the Office of Mineral
Resources. The Mini-
mum Royalty is not to
be construed as an
amount acceptable to
the Mineral Board, it
being the policy of the
Mineral Board to reject
any bid which does not
reflect tract potential.
The Board consid-
ers bonus, royalty
percentage, and also
compares royalty
granted to landowners

in the area.

Multiple portion bids
on the same tract may
be accepted by the
Mineral Board, even
though they overlap. In
the case of overlap-
ping portion bids on
the same tract, each of
which is otherwise ac-
ceptable to the State,
the Mineral Board has
the sole discretion, to
determine which one
of the multiple bids on
the same tract is most
advantageous and
in the best interest of
the State. The Mineral
Board may base it de-
cision on factors such
as but not limited to the
royalty, per acre cash
payment, bonus, any
additional consider-
ation. The selected bid,
(referred to as “Bid A”),
will be given priority in
having a lease issued.
The Mineral Board
will also indicate the
acceptability of other
portion bids on the
same tract, if any, in
the order of their ac-
ceptance Hreferred to
respectively as “Bid B”,
“Bid C”, etc.). Once the
lat of “Bid A” ‘s portion
as been rendered as
accurately as possible,
“Bid B” will be contact-
ed and given an option
to take a lease on the
remaining portion of
his portion bid acreage
not overlapping “Bid A”
‘s bid portion, at “Bid
B’ ‘s per acre bid price
(both as to bonus and
rental); and thereafter,
each successive bidder
whose bid is otherwise
acceptable will be
given the option to take
a lease on whatever
portion remains of his
portion bid acreage
at his respective per
acre bid price, less
and except any prior
portion bid acreage on
which the successful
bidder has opted to
take a lease.

The Mineral and
Energy Board does not
obligate itself to ac-
cept any bid, and that
acceptance is at the
sole discretion of the
Mineral Board which
reserves the right to
reject any and all bids
or to grant a lease on
any portion of the tract
advertised and to with-
draw the remainder of
the tract.

Additional require-
ments to be included in
all sealed bids submit-
ted to the Office of
Mineral Resources and
additional tract infor-
mation associated with
each tract advertised
can be found at the
Office of Mineral Re-
sources website titled
“Notice of Publication”
located at:
http://www.dnr.loui-
siana.gov/index.cfm/
age/1300.
tis th.eb _Ib_idders' re- |
sponsibility to properly
complete the bid pack-
age pursuant to the
requirements stated in
both the public notice
and the Notice of
Publication.

The rights to geo-
thermal resources,
free sulphur, potash,
lignite, salt and other
solid minerals are

to be excluded from
any oil or gas mineral
lease and any bid
purporting to include
those rights will be
disregarded as to the
extent of those rights
only.

If you require accom-
modations due to a
disability in order to
attend or participate
in a meeting, please
notify the Office of
Mineral Resources at
P.O. Box 2827, Baton
Rouge, LA 70821-2827
or 225-342-4615 at
least two (2) working
days before the meet-
ing date.

INLAND TRACTS
(Tract Nos. 45840
through 45848 inclu-
sive, herein cannot
specify a lease pri-
mary term exceeding
three (3) years).

TRACT 45840 - Web-
ster Parish, Louisiana
All of the lands now

or formerly constitut-
ing the beds and
bottoms of all water
bodies of every nature
and description as to
which title Is vested in
the State of Louisi-
ana, together with all
islands arising therein
and other lands formed
by accretion or by relic-
tion, where allowed

by law, excepting tax
adjudicated lands, and
not presently under
mineral lease on Sep-
tember 11, 2024, situ-
ated in Webster Parish,
Louisiana, and more
particularly described
as follows: Begin-

ning at a point being
the Northeast Corner
of State Lease No.
19542, as amended,
having Coordinates

of X=1,725,518.13
and Y = 645,970.86,
saldspomt also being
the Southeast corner
of State Lease No.
21978; thence North
00 degrees 04 minutes
26 seconds West
5,219.14 feet along
the boundary of said
State Lease No. 21978
to a point being its
Northeast corner hav-
ing Coordinates of X
=1,725,511.40 and Y
=651,190.00; thence
North 00 degrees 04
minutes 26 seconds
West 5,310.89 feet

to a point having
Coordinates of and
X'=1,725,504.55

and Y = 656,500.90;
thence East 15,724.05
feet to a point having

Coordinates of X =
1,741,228.60 and Y
=656,500.90; thence
South 00 degrees 23
minutes 24 seconds
West 10,825.78 feet
to a point being the
Northeast corner

of State Lease

No. 21901, having
Coordinates of X =
1,741,154.94 and Y
=645,675.37; thence
North 89 degrees 01
minutes 55 seconds
West 5,441.86 feet
along the North line
of State Lease No.
21901, to a point
being the Northwest
corner of State Lease
No. 21901, also
being the Northeast
corner of State Lease
No. 21962, having
Coordinates of X =
1,735,713.86 feet and
Y = 645,767.31; thence
North 88 degrees 14
minutes 59 seconds
West 5,036.34 feet
along the North line
of State Lease No.
21962 to a point
being the Northwest
corner of State Lease
No. 21962, having
Coordinates of X =
1,730,679.86 and Y
=645,921.14; thence
North 89 degrees 26
minutes 53 seconds
West 5,161.97 feet to
the point of beginning,
(This tract includes
only waterbottoms
claimed and owned by
the state and specifi-
cally excludes any land
which the state may
claim or own and to
which the mineral
rights are vested in
the state), containing
approximately 1,251
acres.

NOTE: Bidders are
hereby advised that
certain areas in Lake
Bistineau are the
subject of dual claims
to mineral ownership
or mineral rights to
certain accreted lands
by the federal govern-
ment and, therefore,
title to such accreted
lands is in dispute.
Any bids accepted

by the state mineral
board which result in
a state mineral lease
being given places the
successful bidder on
notice that the State’s
title to that acrealge,
whether the whole

or a part of the lease
awarded, may be chal-
lenged. Accordingly, all
leases awarded by the
state mineral board are
without warranty of any
kind, either express,
implied, or statu-

tory, including, but not
limited to merchant-
ability and fitness for

a particular purpose.
Should the awarded
lease be subsequently
modified, cancelled,

or abrogated in any
way as a result of the
above mentioned or
any other challenge,
or conflictin% private
claims which affect or
may affect all or any
portion of the leased
tract, the successful
bidder/Lessee, their
SUCCESSOrs, Or assigns
shall not be relieved of
the obligation to pay
any monies due prior
to the modification,
cancellation, or abro-
gation, including, but
not limited to, bonus,
rental and royalty, nor
shall the State be obli-
gated to refund those
monies paid.

TRACT 45841 -
Bienville Bossier and
Webster Parishes,
Louisiana

All of the lands now
or formerly constitut-
ing the beds and
bottoms of all water
bodies of every nature
and description as to
which title Is vested in
the State of Louisi-
ana, together with all
islands arising therein
and other lands formed
by accretion or by relic-
tion, where allowed
by law, excepting tax
adjudicated lands,
and not presently
under mineral lease on
September 11, 2024,
situated in Bienville
Bossier and Webster
Parishes, Louisiana,
and more particularly
described as follows:
Beginning at a point
on the East boundary
of State Lease No.
19542, as amended
having Coordinates

of X =1,725,506.71
and Y = 643,364.02;
thence East 5,112.39
feet to a point on the
West boundary of
State Lease No. 21962
having Coordinates of
X'=1,730,619.09 and
Y =643,364.02; thence
along the boundaries
of said State Lease
No. 21962 the follow-
ing courses: South 01
degrees 21 minutes
41 seconds West
2,773.69 feet to a point
having Coordinates of
X'=1,730,553.19 and
Y =640,591.11 and
South 00 degrees 27
minutes 40 seconds
West 5,345.17 feet to
its Southwest corner
having Coordinates

of X=1,730,510.17
and Y = 635,246.11,
also being a point on
the North boundary

of State Lease No.
21997, as amended;
thence along the
boundaries of said
State Lease No. 21997
the following courses:
North 89 degrees 03
minutes 22 seconds
West approximately
5,334 feet to a point
and South 00 degrees
21 minutes 11 seconds
West approximately
5,423 feet to its
Southwest corner and
a point on the North
boundary of State
Lease No. 21979 hav-
ing Coordinates of X
=1,725,143.18 and Y
=629,910.84; thence

North 89 degrees 44
minutes 58 seconds
West 5,361.79 feet
along the North bound-
ary of said State Lease
No. 21979 to the
Southeast corner of
State Lease No. 18181
having Coordinates of
X'=1,719,781.27 and
Y = 629,934.28; thence
along boundaries of
said State Lease No.
18181 the following
courses: North 06
degrees 47 minutes 36
seconds East 3,403.33
feet to a point having
Coordinates of X =
1,720,183.85and Y =
633,313.72, North 00
degrees 17 minutes 43
seconds East 2,092.48
feet to a point having
Coordinates of X =
1,720,194.63 and Y =
635,406.17 and North
89 degrees 27 minutes
06 seconds West
1,590.68 feet to a point
of intersection with

the South boundary of
State Lease No. 16531
having Coordinates of
X =1,718,604.02 and
Y = 635,421.39; thence
along the South and
East boundaries of
said State Lease No.
16531 the following
courses: South 89
degrees 41 minutes 11
seconds East 1,508.58
feet to a point having
Coordinates of X =
1,720,112.58 and Y =
635,413.13, South 89
degrees 41 minutes 10
seconds East 387.43
feet to a point having
Coordinates of X =
1,720,500.00 and Y
=635,411.01, North
4,588.99 feet to a point
having Coordinates of
X'=1,720,500.00 and
Y =640,000.00 and
North 00 degrees 00
minutes 01 seconds
East 687.54 feet to the
South boundary of said
State Lease No. 19542
having Coordinates of
X =1,720,500.00 and
Y = 640,687.54; thence
along the South and
East boundaries of
said State Lease No.
19542 the following
courses: North 89
degrees 57 minutes 41
seconds East 4,994.99
feet to a point having
Coordinates of X =
1,725,494.99 and Y
=640,690.91 and
North 00 degrees 15
minutes 04 seconds
East 2,673.14 feet to
the point of beginning,
(This tract includes
only waterbottoms
claimed and owned by
the state and specifi-
cally excludes any land
which the state may
claim or own and to
which the mineral
rights are vested in

the state), containing
approximately 372
acres.

NOTE: This tract
encompasses an area
beneath which is lo-
cated on the Bistineau
Gas Storage Pool in
the Sligo formation of
the Pettet Porosity. Ac-
cordingly, any mineral
related activity, includ-
ing, but not limited to,
the exploration and
drilling for, and the
production and storage
of oil, gas and other
liquid or gaseous min-
erals, conducted under
a valid mineral lease
which may be obtained
from the State, shall be
subject to any state-
wide orders issued by
the Louisiana Office of
Conservation pertinent
to conducting such
operations in this area
and upon this tract,
including particularly,
but not limited to, the
following: Order Nos.
287, 287-A, 287-A-1,
287-B, Supplement to
287-B, 287-B-1, 287-B-
2, 287-B-3, and 287-B-
4. The successful bid-
der on this tract shall
contact the operator

of the Bistineau Gas
Storage Pool and the
Office of Conservation
prior to initiating and
conducting any of the
aforementioned activity
hereon.

NOTE: Bidders are
hereby advised that
certain areas in Lake
Bistineau are the
subject of dual claims
to mineral ownership
or mineral rights to
certain accreted lands
by the federal govern-
ment and, therefore,
title to such accreted
lands is in dispute.
Any bids accepted

by the state mineral
board which result in

a state mineral lease
being given places the
successful bidder on
notice that the State’s
title to that acreage,
whether the whole

or a part of the lease
awarded, may be chal-
lenged. Accordingly, all
leases awarded by the
state mineral board are
without warranty of any
kind, either express,
implied, or statu-

tory, including, but not
limited to merchant-
ability and fitness for

a particular purpose.
Should the awarded
lease be subsequently
modified, cancelled,
or abrogated in any
way as a result of the
above mentioned or
any other challenge,
or conflictin% private
claims which affect or
may affect all or any
portion of the leased
tract, the successful
bidder/Lessee, their
suCCessors, or assigns
shall not be relieved of
the obligation to pay
any monies due prior
to the modification,
cancellation, or abro-
gation, including, but
not limited to, bonus,
rental and royalty, nor
shall the State be obli-
gated to refund those
monies paid.

STATE AGENCY

TRACTS (Tract Nos.
45849 through 45850
inclusive, herein can-
not specify a lease
primary term exceed-
ing three (3) years).

TRACT 45849 - Web-
ster Parish, Louisiana
A certain Tract of
land, excluding the
beds and bottoms of
all navigable waters,
belonging to and

not presently under
mineral lease from
Department Of Culture,
Recreation & Tourism-
Office Of State Parks
on September 11,
2024, being more fully
described as follows:
Beginning at a point
having Coordinates

of X =1,725,465.00
and Y = 645,326.77;
thence North 6,793.18
feet to a point having
Coordinates of X =
1,725,465.00 and Y
=652,119.95; thence
East 7,060.00 feet

to a point having(
Coordinates of X =
1,732,525.00 and Y
=652,119.95; thence
South 4,654.70 feet
to a point having(
Coordinates of X =
1,732,525.00 and Y

= 647,465.26; thence
South 47 degrees 53
minutes 47 seconds
West 3,189.51 feet

to a point having(
Coordinates of X =
1,730,158.60 and Y
=645,326.77; thence
West 4,693.60 feet
back to the point of
beginning, containing
approximately 511
acres. The description
is based on information
provided by the State
Agency regarding
location and ownershi
of surface and minera
rights.

NOTE: The Lessee
shall not enter nor
conduct any activity on
the property without
prior written consent of
the Lessor.

August 21, 2024
Minden Press Herald

Haughton
Dog Boarding
Business/
Residence/
Office.

HALF-OFF
APPRAISAL
PRICE.
Call Clint
(318) 453-2076

Want to buy
a gasoline or
diesel pow-
ered welding
machine.
(318) 401-
2848

RUSTON
PEACHES
AND
PRODUCE
318-235-3228
Every Wed.
8am-til sold
out. Corner of
Hwy 80 & 371
beside DD’s
Liquor.

Presbyterian
Village is now
offering in-
dustry-leading
wages for
CNA’s in our
area. Con-
tact: Takesha
Shelton CNA
Supervisor at
318-927-6133
for more
information

HAVE

YOUR

PET

SPAYED

OR

NEUTERED
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August 12, 2024

The Sibley Town Council met in regular session on Monday, August 12, 2024 at 6pm at Sibley
Town Hall.

Members present were Mayor Robert Smart, Aldermen: Wayne Bolton, Helen Chanler, Richard
Davis, Keith Merritt and Alan Myers.

Mayor Smart opened the meeting in prayer; then led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Richard Davis motioned to accept the minutes to the July 8, 2024 Regular Meeting as read, Alan
Myers seconded. Motion carried.

There were no New Items.
There were no Public Comments.

Assistant Fire Chief Richard Davis gave the July 2024 activity report for the Sibley Volunteer
Fire Department.

No one was present to give the July 2024 activity report for the Sibley Police Department.
The Board acknowledged receipt of the July 2024 Financial Statements.

The mayor reported updates on active grants, projects and announced Sibley’s National Night
Out would be October 8, 2024.

Alan Myers motioned to adjourn, Helen Chanler seconded. Motion carried.

Meeting adjourned.

. X Attest:
original signed
Robert Smart
original signed
Robert Smart Sherry McCann
Mayor
Sherry McCann
Town Clerk

August 21, 2024
Minden Press Herald

PUBLIC NOTICE

August 14, 2024

Notice is hereby given that _ Webster Parish Police Jury Office of Community Services

intends to apply for a federal grant for operating assistance and/or capital assistance to provide
Rural Public Transportation of a non-emergency, ambulatory nature for the FY 2025-2026
program year. The application for assistance is pursuant to the Non-Urbanized Area Formula

Program of 49 CFR 5311. Services will generally be between Mon —Fri_and 6amto 6 pm ., ,

in the area encompassing_Webster Parish , Louisiana. Transit services are provided without regard

to race, color, and national origin in accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act.

Written comment on the proposed services may be sent within 15 days to _Webster Parish Police
Jury Office of Community Services P.O. Box 876 Minden. LA 71058, and to Program Manager.
Department of Transportation and Development, P. O. Box 94245, Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9245.
Comments must be received by (15 days after date of publication) .

August 21, 2024
Minden Press Herald

* Painting * Drywall
* Siding * Dump Trailer Rental
* Backsplash * Flooring

Clement Industries
MIG Welder -

Aluminum and Steel
Positions

« Experience with flux-core
wire welding or hard-wire
» Must pass welding test
« Capable of lifting 70 Ibs.

« Physical and drug screen
Apply at
hr@clementind.com
Or in person, no phone calls

A voice for

child

With over 4,000 Louisiana children in the child welfare
system, we need volunteers more than ever. As a CASA
volunteer, you will make a life-changing difference for a
child who has experienced abuse or neglect in your

community. Get involved today. www.louisianacasa.org

U
o4 Department of
XC ASA v Children &

Family Services

HAVE YOUR PET
SPAYED OR
NEUTERED

LOUISIANA
STATE
MUSEUM

Celebrate in Jackson Square

Think outside the ballroom and celebrate
surrounded by Lowisiana’s historical treasures,
or revel amid Carnwal costumes and festive
traditions. Let us help you plan your next
sowrée at the Cabildo or the Presbytere!

LouisianaStateMuseum.org/Celebrate

[=] 22 [m]

Get an
25¢/gal cash back

The free Upside app earns you real
cash back, even on debit purchases.

Get the app and
use code print5.

print5

Offers vary by user and location. Terms and conditions apply. Go to Upside.com for details.
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O% 5
ABC

Deblermine

FUN &
GAMES

Solve the code to discover words related to immunizations.
Each number corresponds to a letter.
(Hint: 18 = E)

14 12 11 11 25 15 18

10 19 11 23 19 9

15 18 18 10 3 18

16 9 19 23 18 11 23 25 19 15

10112210.4d "(] 2]paalt ") A0JI0P " AUIIIDA ' SLINSUY

SUDOKU

[

Fun By The
Numbers

Like puzzles?
Then you'll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending
puzzle will have
you hooked from
the moment you
square off, so
sharpen your
pencil and put
your sudoku
savvy to the test!

Level: Beginner

Here’s How It Works:

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The
more humbers you name, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!

FIE|L]Z|6|L]8|5]|8
Llglgli|e|g]Z|¥ |6
clg|glg|v|Silt]E
L2 |8)15|4|6]8|E|¥
gleliv|e|els|e|t
gl¥|S|E|8|L]6|4L]2
lL|2]8|S|e]¥|8]|L
S|14|P]|6|L|8)E|C]|S
AR A kA BA A
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Aging in Place?

Consider an AmeriGlide stair lift
to keep you safe on your stairs.

Benefits of an AmeriGlide stair lift:
Eliminate the risk of falls.

QNQ

Enjoy a comfortable ride up
and down all of your home.

Q@

Enjoy comfortable, safe and
easy access to all of your home.

Q

More affordable than options
such as moving.

O e O

Custom fit to
your staircase

Indoor and
Outdoor options

Fast delivery
and installation

CALLNOWTO |
'SAVE $200

Call today to get your FREE,
no obligation quote

AmeriGlide

ACCESSIBILITY SOLUTIONS

T 12 3 Z 5 (6 [7 8 5 (10 [11 [12 |13
17 15 16
7 8 19

20

26 |27

23

31 32

38

42

46

51

56 |57

60 (61 62 (63 64
65 66 67
68 I 69 70
CLUES ACROSS
1. Midway between east and 38. Anglican cathedral
southeast 39. Aircraft part
4. At right angles to a ship’s 41. Before
length 42. Blood group
9. William Penn's business 43. Secretory organ
partner 44 Fencing swords
14. _ de plume 46. The small projection of a
15. Accomplished soccer coach mammary gland
16. Bone cavities 49. Technological advancement
17. _ juris: independent 50. Male parent
18. Popular Philly sandwich 51. Dissociable
20. Northern Ireland county 55. More cold
22. Performing artist 58. Cape Verde Islands capital
23.SSS 59. Blood disorder
24. Lacks flavor 60. Creative
28. Commercials 64. Sun up in New York
29. Anno Domini (in the year 65. Made angry
of Our Lord) 66. Relieves
30. Qatar’s capital 67. Brooklyn hoopster
31. Indigenous peoples of Alberta 68. Seasonsings
33. Popular footwear 69. Movable barriers
37. Indicates position 70. Attempt
CLUES DOWN
1. Occur as a result of 31. Places to enjoy a rest
2. Spiritual essences 32. Edward __, author and writer
3. Representative 34.“_ but goodie”
4. Entering 35. One hundredth of a liter
5. Nobel Prize-winning physicist 36. Shabbiness
6. Midway between northeast 40. TV personality Roker
and east 41. Triangular upper part of a building
7. Consumed 45. Speed at which you move
8. Tablelands 47. Offend
9. Kids’ craft accessory 48. A reference point to shoot at
10. Not known 52. Forays
11. Sound directed through two or 53. Biblical city
more speakers 54. Blatted
12. A major division of geological time 56. Northern sea duck
13. Wild ox 57. Shabby (slang)
19. Shock treatment 59. Allege
21. Turner and Lasso are two 60. Tax collector
24. Genus of flowering plants 61. Whereabouts unknown
25. Relating to ductless glands 62. Chinese philosophical principle
26. Stock certificate 63. Indicates equal
27. Satisfies

PUZZLE SOLUTION

Speeds up to

100 Mbps with
EarthLink Wireless
Home Internet

Sign up today and

get a $100 gift card!* . 0
*Terms and conditions apply @ EqrthLInk

855-936-5998

Reliable Internet NOW!
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El“fﬁngEmD BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Bossier Press-Tribune

Where Local Business Gets Done.

il n

Renovationd

Your Local One Stop Home Improvement Contractor
* Licensed and Insured
For a FREE estimate, just give us a call!

IAbahamiBnuity Teddy Prultt

(318) 382-3272

€F find us on facebook @pruitthomerenovations

Lic. Master Plumber 4306

f@/’&

\‘

U - e
S
(318) 382-3272

Pruitt Family Owned Business

obile Powerwash,
% ® - Service.-®

“CLEAN YOUR HOME
WITH POWER"

e Houses * Mob:le Homes

*CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED*
318-965-9002 OR
CELL 318-455-4685

“Come Ride With Ug”

Webeter Parich Police Jury
Office of Community Services

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

Medical appointmente,

work, shopping, banking or

) \visiting. From Springhill to

reveport and all points in
2/ between we will get you
there with dependable,

courteous services.
For information or to echedule a ride
318-377-7022 - Minden MOﬂfh ly
318-539-5696 -Springhil Bue Paccee
Handicap & wheelchair accessible
Equal opportunity employee/services A'Uallab le

BLJJ ROOFING
LARRY BURRELL UWNER

/F REE

IIISPEG'I'IO g

639- 0090/

Locally Owned & Operated

SPEER
ROOFING

& Construction, LLC

Serving Minden
and surrounding
areas since 2004!

Free Estimates

owner Daniel SPQEI Phone (3 18) 371-0008

MITCHELL

> Asphalt& Concrete Paving
> Dirt Work & Hauling
> Demolition

Contact Kei

377-8594 or 4/0-08

AliTec Plumbing LLC
"One call does 1t all'

Here to serve all your Plumbing,
Electrical, HVAC, Contracting, )
and Mechanical System Needs

AllTec Plumbing LLC MPL 4713, E/M 53297, HIC 556165, GC 882543, LMGF8166

318-243-1433

website: https://www.alltecplumbing.com/
g
_fJ find us on facebook

f alltecopps@gmail.com

FOUNDATION REPAIR &
HOUSE LEVELING, L.L.C.

* Houses Pzer & Beam
Leveled Speczulzst

¢ Pier and ‘

Beam repalr
Repaire d - moisture,

"; ' termite
* Wood = i | N and

Floors ‘= water

Replaced l ﬁ} z r g

Kenneth Gardner | 31 8-218-9642

Locally owned and operated 7545 Grimm Road
for over 30 years Shreveport, LA71107

Bossier Business
Suites

BOSSIER BUSINESS
SUITES

Central Bossier Location
Professional Co-Op Office Suites
$650+ all utilities included

Call for information 318-469-6296
L'_]J Find us on Facebook at: https:/lwww.facebook.com/bbs.properties.2023
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GET IT GROWING WITH HEATHER KIRK-BALLARD

HEATHER KIRK-BALLARD
LSU AgCenter Horticulturist

ith several hundred types of hibiscus,
Wone could write a book on this plant
alone — and many have done so. The
name hibiscus gets its origins from the ancient
Greek word "hibiskos,” which means marsh mallow
or white mallow. Greek physician Dioscorides, who
served in the Roman army, is credited with giving
the plant this name.

Dioscorides also was a botanist and pharmacol-
ogist, as many ancient experts wore several hats in
those days. Before the wide use of chemically syn-
thesized pharmaceuticals, physicians had to utilize
natural compounds mainly derived from plants. It
was not until the early 1900s that we saw a shift
away from medicinal plants to pharmaceutical
drugs across the world.

Dioscorides wrote a five-volume Greek encyclo-
pedia on herbal medicine titled "De materia med-
ica,” which was read and followed for more than
1,000 years. So, as you can imagine, hibiscus has
been used for medicinal reasons since the begin-
ning of recorded history. Teas are made from hibis-
cus flower and can be found as a flavoring in com-
mon beverages.

Hibiscus is, of course, a member of the mallow
family, which is made up of many species native
to temperate, subtropical and tropical regions
throughout the world, including North America.
Some species are tropical and act as annuals in our
climate while others are hardy and grow as her-
baceous perennials. Many types grow as woody
shrubs and, sometimes, small trees.

One interesting fact on the Malvaceae, or mallow,
family is that both cacao and cotton are members.
These two plants are two of the most economical-
ly important crops globally. | personally could not
do life without them. Okra also is a member. While
okra may be of lesser economic importance, many
of us in Louisiana use it as a key ingredient in one
of our favorite dishes: gumbo (which, by the way, is
a West African word meaning okra).

The mallows | really want to discuss are the beau-
tiful flowering types, such as the hardy hibiscus or
swamp rose mallow, tropical hibiscus, Turk’s cap
and althea, also known as rose of Sharon. Tropical
hibiscus is also called Chinese hibiscus. It's native
to tropical Asia and grows well in hardiness zones
9to 11. Growing to an average height of 6 feet and
width of 4 feet, it is widely used as a tropical bloom-
ing shrub in landscapes of the South.

As the name suggests, tropical hibiscus are not
fully hardy unless in zone 10 to 11. They can be
used as patio plantings and protected each win-
ter. In the landscape, it will need to be protected in
zones 8 to 9. What's so great about this shrub is its
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Allen Owings/LSU AgCenter file photo
Aphrodite althea is a Louisiana Super Plant and a
member of the hibiscus family.
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Heather Kirk Ballard/LSU AqCenter
Turk’s cap is native to North America and comes in
colors of red and light pink.

Heather Kirk-Ballard/LSU AgCenter
Hibiscus Luna Pink Swirl is a Louisiana Super Plant
and member of the mallow family.
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glossy, deep green foliage and, of course, its large,
showy, funnel-shaped flowers that come in single
and double forms in every
color combination you can
imagine. So much breed-
ing has gone into hibiscus,
you might spend a lifetime
trying to collect every type.
Unfortunately, blooms only
last one to two days at most.
Some breeding and spe-
cialty hybrids can have lon-
ger-lasting blooms.

Next is the hardy hibiscus,
sometimes called swamp rose mallow, that is na-
tive to wetlands of Louisiana. There are many types
of hardy hibiscus. This refers to it being winter har-
dy and being a warm-season deciduous perenni-
al that returns each spring. Growing best in well-
drained but moist soils, these grow upwards of 3 to
4 feet and 2 to 3 feet wide. They prefer full sun for
the best flower production.

Luna series hibiscus is a cultivated hardy hibiscus
that is a Louisiana Super Plant. It comes in shades
of pink, white, red, rose and a pink-and-white swirl.
Flowers are often referred to as “dinner plates” be-
cause they are large and flat. They make an excel-
lent cut flower, even if for just one day.

Althea, or rose of Sharon, is another great mem-
ber of the mallow family. Sometimes spelled as al-
thaea, this plant is a deciduous shrub growing to
an average of 8 feet by 4 feet wide. It is native to
Europe but is widely distributed in the South, be-
ing an heirloom to many gardens. Aphrodite al-
thea is also a Louisiana Super Plant selection. It has
light pink, ruffled petals with a dark red eye center.
Flowering begins in early summer and continues
throughoutthe fall. It makes a great accent plant for
the landscape. Growing upwards of 10 feet, these
can used in the landscape like a small tree. Prune
in late winter to encourage more blooms that form
on new wood.

Lastly, there is Turk’s cap, another member of the
mallow family and another North American native
that is widely grown in the southern United States.
It is herbaceous perennial with semi-woody stems.
Most common varieties produce striking red, twisted
flowers that never fully unfurl. Light pink varieties can
also be found. Hummingbirds and butterflies love
this plant, which produces red fruit in the fall. It is an
excellent addition to pollinator gardens.

Hibiscus species are great additions to the land-
scape and for growing in containers. They produce
gorgeous flowers loved by humans and wildlife alike.
We can admire and learn lessons from the hibiscus.
There is a saying from an anonymous author: “Live
each day of your life just like a hibiscus lives its day.”
And might | add to that — bloom as if it were your last.

HEATHER KIRK-BALLARD
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A voice for

LOOKING FOR A
NEW GAREER?

CORRECTIONAL GENTER JOB FAIR

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 5, 2024
9:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M.

child

With over 4,000 Louisiana children in the
child welfare system, we need volunteers
more than ever. As a CASA volunteer, you will

LINCOLN PARISH LIBRARY EVENT CENTER
910 NORTH TRENTON STREET
RUSTON, LA 71270

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS
FOR CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS

e HIRED ON THE SPOT e EXCELLENT RETIREMENT
e AFFORDABLE HEALTH PLAN e SNACKS WILL BE SERVED

call 318-927-0400

FOR DETAILS

make a life-changing difference for a child who
has experienced abuse or neglect.
Get involved today. www.louisianacasa.org
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\CASA

Court Appointed Special Advocates
FOR CHILDREN

(3
of] Department of

Children &
Family Services

LOUISIANA




	08212024MPHPage01
	08212024MPHPage02
	08212024MPHPage03
	08212024MPHPage04
	Aug 21 Minden Page 5
	Aug 21 Minden Page 6
	08212024MPHPage07
	08212024MPHPage8
	08212024MPHPage9
	08212024MPHpage10
	08212024MPHpage11
	08212024MPHpage12

