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SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY

7

AMBER MCDOWN
Minden Press-Herald
Small Business Sat-
urday, observed on

November 30, brought
attention to local busi-
nesses in downtown
Minden despite lower-
than-expected turnout.
While the sunny day of-
fered pleasant condi-
tions, chilly temperatures
appeared to keep some

‘\‘<

t@“

shoppers away, leaving had our local businesses

many  business
owners hoping for
larger crowds.
Stephanie Bar-
nett, president of
the Greater Min-
den Chamber,
noted that the
weekend brought

BARNETTE

seeing a boost in
foot traffic and
sales. Through
the Chamber’s
social media, we
shared a num-
ber of our local
members’  sales
and discounts for

positive results for the weekend. We
local businesses. know some of our
“Black Friday and local businesses
Shop Small Saturday are continuing their sales

press-herald.com
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Shoppers browse local stores in downtown Minden during Small Business Saturday on November 30. The annual event encourages
holiday shoppers to support small businesses, boosting the local economy and fostering community connections.

Small Business Saturday highlights local shops in Minden

through this week,” Bar-
nett said.

Small Business Sat-
urday, established in
2010, is held annually
on the Saturday follow-
ing Thanksgiving. The
nationwide event is de-
signed to encourage holi-
day shoppers to support
small, locally-owned
businesses, boosting lo-
cal economies and fos-
tering job creation.

The day celebrates
the vital role small busi-
nesses play in commu-
nities across the coun-
try. By shopping locally,
residents help sustain vi-
brant, diverse neighbor-
hoods and keep dollars
circulating within their
community.

Barnett urged shop-
pers to continue sup-

See, SHOP, Page 3

CITY COUNCIL

Minden

City Council
takes action
on budget
amendments,
infrastructure
grants, and
fire safety
ordinances

WILL PHILLIPS
Minden Press-Herald

The Minden City Coun-
cil’s most recent meeting
covered
a  broad
range of
topics, in-
cluding
amend -
ments to
the city’s
budget,
grants
for infra-
structure
improvement, and many
ordinances put forth by
Minden Fire Chief Brian
Williams to help the fire
department keep the city
safer in the case of fire
emergencies.

Some notable items in-
cluded amendments to
the city budget. The first
one the council passed
was just a matter of mak-
ing sure the city’s budget
was within the regulated
variance.

“City governments, and
all governments, are re-
quired to stay within a 5%
variance of the proposed
budget that we passed
at the beginning. Things

See, COUNCIL, Page 3

COMMUNITY

Deadline
approaching
for Civitan
Santa Toy

Program

AMBER MCDOWN
Minden Press-Herald

The annual Civitan Santa
Toy Program, sponsored by
the Minden Civitan Club
and the Young Woman'’s
Service Club, continues its
mission to assist children
in need throughout Min-
den and South Webster
Parish this holiday season.

Families interested in
participating can pick up
application forms at the
Minden Police Depart-
ment or the Webster Com-
munity Action Center.
Applications are being ac-
cepted for children up to
age 13, but the deadline to

apply is December 16.
The program relies on
community support to

ensure its success. Dona-
tions of new toys can be
dropped off at the Minden
Police Department, and
monetary  contributions
are welcome at the Minden
Civitan Club, P.O. Box 95,
Minden, LA 71058.

This program aims to
brighten the holidays
for local children, with
toys delivered just before
Christmas by members of
the Minden Police Depart-
ment and the Webster Par-
ish Sheriff’s Office.

The Civitan Santa Toy
Program is an opportu-
nity for the community to

FASHIONETTA 2024

AMBER MCDOWN
Minden Press-Herald

The Alpha Kappa Al-
pha Sorority, Inc., Iota
Rho Omega Chapter
held its annual Fashio-
netta event on Novem-
ber 26 at the Minden
Civic Center. The fund-
raiser supports scholar-
ships for young people
and monetary dona-
tions to various organi-
zations.

“Over the years, we
have been privileged
to support numerous
organizations includ-
ing the American Can-

AMBER MCDOWN/PRESS-HERALD PHOTO

senior-citizen  activi-
ties, said Julia Smith
O’Neal, chapter presi-
dent. “However, I am
particularly proud of
our Youth Leadership
Institute and Academy
of Pearls. We have had
the honor of mentoring
over 60 young ladies.”
This year’s Fashionet-
ta featured five contes-
tants vying for the title of
“Miss Fashionetta.” Ka-
mayiah Moore of Ome-
ga Group was crowned
Miss Fashionetta 2024.
The runners-up were:
1st runner-up: An-
sleigh Kadynn Walker

Kamayiah Moore was crowned Miss Fashionetta 2024 during Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Inc. lota Rho Omega Chapter’s annual Fashionetta event,
held November 26 at the Minden Civic Center. The evening celebrated
scholarship, service, and community support, featuring a glamorous fashion
show by PINK LUCY and entertainment by violinist Jeremy Brown.

Alpha Kappa Alpha hosts Fashionetta;
Crowns Miss Fashionetta 2024

White of Kappa Group

3rd runner-up: Chris-
tin Simpson of Iota
Group

4th runner-up:
Makenley Paige Wig-
gins of Alpha Group

The event also show-
cased designs from
PINK LUCY by Tiffany
Walker, a celebrity de-
signer/stylist, who pre-
sented “The Edge of
Glam,” a collection of
cutting-edge, glamor-
ous fashion. Walker ex-
pressed gratitude to her
hometown and the Iota
Rho Omega Chapter for
the opportunity to fea-

EDUCATION

Webster Parish Schools
earn ‘B’ grade with historic
performance growth

AMBER MCDOWN
Minden Press-Herald

The Webster Parish
School System celebrated
a historic achievement as
District and School Per-
formance Scores
released on Wednesday,
November 20.
Thirteen of the
district’s fourteen

were

schools dem-
onstrated  mea-
surable  growth,

while the remain-
ing school main-
tained its perfor-
mance level. Notably, six
schools advanced to the
next letter grade, propel-
ling the entire district to a
“B” rating.

Webster Parish ranked
third in overall improve-
ment among Louisiana’s
69 public school districts.
Among districts with an
“A” or “B” rating, Webster
Parish achieved the high-
est overall improvement.

“These results are par-
ticularly meaningful given
the challenges of recent

ROWLAND

“Our employees, families,
and students have shown
incredible resilience and
dedication.”

During the 2020-21
school year, 1,700 of the
district’s 5,500 students
participated
learning due to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic,
with many con-
tinuing
following year.
Strict adherence to
Region 7 Depart-
ment of Health
guidelines also led
to frequent quar-
antines, impacting both
students and staff. The
district did not return to
a sense of normalcy until
the 2022-23 school year.

“This achievement is
a true testament to the
hard work and relentless
pursuit of excellence by
everyone in our school

in virtual

into the

community,”  Rowland
added.
The Webster Parish

School Board extended its
congratulations to all in-
volved, commending the

come together and ensure cer Society, St. Jude of Rho Group ture her work.

that every child has a joyful Children’s  Research 2nd runner-up: Airy- years,” said Superinten- collective effort that made

Christmas. Hospital, and various anna Nicole Centris S¢€ FASHION, Page3 dent Johnny Rowland Jr. this success possible.
Minden Press-Herald
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ANNUAL CHRISTMAS GREETINGS COMING DEC. 25TH

The easiest way 1o send Lhwistmas Lawds To your cuslomers!
KID’S SANTA LETTERS INCLUDED - SEE PAGE 10 FOR DETAILS!
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Webster Parish School Board recognizes
Chequila Frazier

AMBER MCDOWN
Minden Press-Herald

Chequila Frazier, a spe-
cial education bus driver,
was honored as the Web-
ster Parish Employee of
the Month during the
school board’s November
meeting. Kevin Thomp-
son of Taylor and Sons
presented the
highlighting Ms. Frazier’s
commitment to her role
and the positive impact
she has on students.

“Every month we cel-
ebrate the exemplary acts
ofthose school employees
who go above and beyond

award,

in their duties to serve
others,” said Thompson.

Ms. Frazier’'s nomina-
tion letter underscored
her dedication and com-
passionate approach. It
described her as a vital
asset to the school sys-
tem, setting a welcoming
tone for students with
her warm greetings each
morning. Her unique
ability to connect with
students, especially those
facing challenges,
noted as a key aspect of
her role.

Beyond her regular du-
ties, Ms. Frazier often pro-
vides transportation dur-
ing non-traditional hours
and is recognized for her
organizational skills and
proactive problem-solv-

was

ing. She is celebrated for
her unwavering dedica-
tion and willingness to
assist both students and
colleagues.

“Ms. Frazier never hesi-
tates to go above and be-
yond for her students and
colleagues. Her contribu-
tions to our students and
school system are truly
exceptional, and she is
more than worthy of this
recognition,” read her
nomination letter.

The Webster Parish
School Board extends its
to Ms.

Frazier for her outstand-

congratulations

ing service and dedica-
tion to students.

CRIME

Intoxicated man found outside garage, arrested by police

STAFF REPORT
Minden Press-Herald

A Minden man was ar-
rested on November 22
after police found him
unconscious and intoxi-
cated outside a local busi-
ness.

According to a report
from the Minden Police

Department, an officer
responded to a call from
a concerned citizen about
aman lying on the ground
in front of Potter’s Garage
in the 600 block of East
Union Street. Upon arriv-
al, the officer discovered
the man, later identified
as Victor Batton, 31, un-
conscious but breathing.

The officer woke Batton,
who appeared disorient-
ed and exhibited slurred
speech. After frisking him
for weapons, the officer
detained Batton in hand-
cuffs due to his visibly in-
toxicated state. Batton ini-
tially gave an incoherent
response when asked for
his date of birth, further

EDUCATION

Spencer Creech earns Eagle Scout
rank

Special to the Minden Press-Herald

Spencer Creech of
Troop 100 Bossier was
presented with his Eagle
Scout badge at his Court
of Honor on November
10th. Only 7% of Scouts
ever achieve Eagle rank.
To obtain this rank, a
Scout must earn at least
21 merit badges, demon-
strate leadership by orga-
nizing and carrying out
a significant community
service project, and pass
a council board of review.

Spencer’s Eagle Proj-
ect was “Duffle Bags for
Homeless Veterans” He
conducted a two-month
supply drive by speak-
ing with leaders of area
churches, businesses, and
organizations to request
donations. He collected
over $2,500 worth of sup-
plies. He and his troop
used the supplies to make
first aid kits and personal
care kits to go into 30 duf-
fle bags. The duffle bags
were distributed by Every
Warrior Network in Boss-
ier, a nonprofit organiza-
tion that assists veterans
in times of need.

Spencer served his
troop as a patrol leader,
assistant patrol leader,
quartermaster, librar-
ian, and historian. He
earned 36 merit badges:
his favorites were Fishing,
Swimming, Rifle, Shot-
gun, and the Animation
badge he completed by
making stop-motion vid-
eos. He completed a Pho-
tography badge by taking
pictures of historic build-
ings in Gibsland and Mt.
Lebanon to make a photo

journal called “A Walk
through the Past” On a
trip to Italy, he completed
an Archaeology badge
by taking pictures of ar-
chaeology in progress at
Pompeii and making an
information guide. He
and his troop completed
a Nuclear Science badge
by taking a guided tour of
the Willis-Knighton Pro-
ton Therapy Center.
Spencer joined Cub
Scouts when he was six.
He attended family camps
where he earned patches
for marksmanship with
a BB gun and a bow and
arrow. He worked with a
Scout mentor to complete
the optional Cub Scout
Nova STEM Program and

earn the Dr. Luis Alvarez
Supernova Medal and the
Dr. Charles Towns Super-
nova Medal. The medals
were awarded by Norwela
Scout Council. No Cub
Scout in Louisiana had
ever earned these awards
before. Spencer complet-
ed Arrow of Light when he
was 10, and crossed over
into the BSA program.
Spencer is an 11th
grade homeschool stu-
dent, and plans to attend
Louisiana Tech. His par-
ents are Donna Sutton
and Steve Creech of Min-
den. His grandparents are
Betty Sutton and the late
Jerry Sutton of Gibsland,
and Sharon McComas of
Smithville, Missouri.

indicating his impaired
condition.

During the encounter,
the officer found Batton
leaning against the patrol
vehicle for support, un-
able to stand on his own.
A search of his belong-
ings revealed two empty
snack bags with synthetic
marijuana residue on the

packaging. Batton denied
consuming any intoxicat-
ing substances and re-
fused medical attention.
For his safety and that
of the public, Batton was
taken into custody and
transported to the Min-
den Police Department
for booking. He was later
charged with appearing

in an intoxicated condi-
tion.

Unable to post bond,
Batton was subsequently
transported to Bayou Cor-
rectional Center.

All subjects are consid-
ered innocent until proven
guilty in a court of law.

MINDEN PRESS-HERALD
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OBITUARIES

Opal Holder Cole

Cotton Valley, LA

Graveside services for Mrs. Opal
Holder Cole, age 93, of Cotton Val-
ley, LA, were held at 11:00 am, Fri-
day, November 29, 2024, at the Cot-
ton Valley Cemetery, Cotton Valley,

LA, with Rev. Alicia Nichols officiat-
ing. Interment followed under the direction of Bailey

Funeral Home, Springhill.

Visitation was held Friday, November 29, 2024, from
9:00 am until 10:45 am at Bailey Funeral Home, Sprin-

ghill.

Mrs. Cole was born on October 21, 1931 to Sam B.and
Gay Shackelford Holder in Jonesboro, LA and passed

away on Sunday, November 24, 2024 in Minden, LA.
She was a member of Cotton Valley Assembly of God
Church and was a retired retail clerk. She loved cook-
ing, working in her yard and planting flowers.

She is survived by four children, Rita Helen Brents
of Vivian, LA, Donald Ray Dillard, Sr. of Cotton Valley,
LA, Timmy Dillard and wife, Betty of Plain Dealing, LA,
Kristy Mechelle Nix of Springhill, LA; a host grandchil-
dren and great-grandchildren; brother, Tommy Holder,
Sr. of Leesville, LA; and numerous nieces and nephews.

Mrs. Cole was preceded in death by her parents; hus-
band, Albert Wesley Cole; daughter, Patricia Orr; and

ten siblings.

Pallbearers were Tommy Holder, Jr., Timothy Burli-
son, Spencer Orr, Max Orr, Donny Dillard, Jr., Noah Nix,

and Jacey Nix.

Sign our online guest book at www.baileyfuneral-

home.net

CRIME

Gibsland man arrested for DWI after
disturbance

STAFF REPORT
Minden Press-Herald

A Gibsland man was
arrested on charges of
driving while intoxicated
following a disturbance
at a local Walmart and a
subsequent traffic stop on
Fincher Road.

The incident began
when Minden police re-
ceived a report about a
possible drunk driver who
had caused a disturbance
at Walmart before leaving
the property. The vehicle,
described as a red Jeep,
was reported heading
southbound on Homer

Road. Officers located the
vehicle and conducted
a traffic stop on Fincher
Road.

The driver, identified as
Robert Reed, 49, of Gib-
sland, displayed signs of
impairment. According
to the police report, offi-
cers detected a faint smell
of alcohol and noted that
Reed had bloodshot eyes
and exhibited slow pupil
reaction, raising concerns
about possible drug use.

Reed reportedly be-
came upset during the
stop, stating he did not
understand why Walmart
employees had contacted

law enforcement, claim-
ing he was there to pur-
chase whiskey for his fa-
ther.

After being read his
rights, Reed agreed to per-
form standardized field
sobriety tests (SFSTs). He
displayed signs of impair-
ment during the horizon-
tal gaze nystagmus test
and struggled with the
walk-and-turn and one-
leg-stand portions of the
evaluation.

Reed was arrested and
transported to the Min-
den Police Department,
where he refused a chem-
ical test on the Intoxi-

lyzer 9000. Officers noted
Reed’s continued unco-
operative behavior during
processing.

This is not Reed’s first
DWI charge; records show
a prior arrest for DWI first
offense in 2011 in Shreve-
port. He has been charged
with DWI.

Authorities remind the
public of the importance
of reporting suspected
impaired drivers to en-
sure community safety.

All subjects are consid-
ered innocent until proven
guilty in a court of law.
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DEPENDABLE CAREGIVER
SEEKING WORK.

Have references if needed.
Call 318-224-3813
or 318-268-8842.

Leave message if no answer.

SHOP

Continued from Page 1

porting local businesses
throughout the season.
“We encourage every-
one to keep up the mo-
mentum to shop and
dine local as much as
possible this holiday
season. Let’s boost our
economy and keep our
small businesses thriv-
ing,” she added.
Although participa-
tion this year fell short
of some expectations,
the event still provided
an opportunity for resi-

dents to engage with lo-
cal merchants. Business
owners remain opti-
mistic that their unique
offerings and personal
service will continue to
attract shoppers in the
weeks ahead.

Shoppers are remind-
ed that every purchase
at a small business has
a meaningful impact on
the community, helping
to create a thriving local
economy and support-
ing the entrepreneurs
who keep Minden vi-
brant.

FASHION

Continued from Page 1

Entertainment for the
evening was provided by
Jeremy Brown (JBrown),
a versatile violinist
blending electric and
acoustic hip-hop, pop,
jazz, soul, and gospel
genres.

O’Neal praised the
efforts of the Fashio-
netta committee, saying,
“Their dedication and

hard work have made

this event possible.”
Fashionetta is a cor-
nerstone event for the
Iota Rho Omega Chap-
ter, supporting causes
such as the American
Heart Association, the
American Sickle Cell
Anemia Association, Su-
san G. Komen, the Joe
LeBlanc Food Pantry,
and more. The chap-
ter’'s mission remains
focused on advancing
“Service to All Mankind.”

GOVERNMENT

Biden pardons his son Hunter despite saying multiple times he wouldn’t do so

(The Center Square)
- President Joe Biden an-
nounced late Sunday that
he is pardoning his son,
Hunter Biden, who has
faced federal prosecution
for gun and tax-related
charges. The move comes
after multiple statements
by the president along the
campaign trail saying he
would not do so if his son is
convicted.

Biden released a state-
ment Sunday arguing that
the charges were “instigat-
ed” by the president’s po-
litical opponents in Con-

Tess.
“Today, I signed a pardon

for my son Hunter,” Biden
said in a statement Sunday.
“From the day I took office,
I said I would not interfere
with the Justice Depart-
ment’s decision-making,
and I kept my word even
as I have watched my son
being selectively, and un-
fairly, prosecuted.”

Hunter Biden’s plea
agreement with the De-
partment of Justice fell
apart at the last minute
earlier this year as some
lawmakers called it a
sweetheart deal and spe-
cial treatment for the presi-
dent’s son.

Biden argued that his

son, Hunter, was unfairly
treated for political rea-
sons, justifying the pardon.
Biden had frequently dis-
missed media questions
about his son and whether
he would pardon him, out-
right saying earlier this year
that he would not pardon
his son if convicted.
“Without  aggravating
factors like use in a crime,
multiple purchases, or
buying a weapon as a straw
purchaser, people are al-
most never brought to trial
on felony charges solely for
how they filled out a gun
form,” Biden said. “Those
who were late paying their

taxes because of serious
addictions, but paid them
back subsequently with
interest and penalties, are
typically given non-crim-
inal resolutions. It is clear
that Hunter was treated
differently”’

Lawmakers in Congress
and IRS whistleblowers
have argued the opposite,
saying Hunter Biden was
given preferential treat-
ment by federal investiga-
tors because of his father.

The news comes after
federal prosecutors tele-
graphed their intention to
drop the charges against
President-elect ~ Donald

Trump, complying with a
long-standing Department
of Justice policy to not
prosecute a sitting presi-
dent.

House Oversight Com-
mittee Chair Rep. James
Comer also alleges his
investigation found that
Hunter was part of the
Biden family business,
which raked in tens of mil-
lions of dollars from enti-
ties in countries like China
and Ukraine using the
“Biden brand.”

So far, that investigation
has not led to any federal
charges.

“For my entire career

I have followed a simple
principle: just tell the
American people the truth.
They'll be fair-minded,
Joe Biden said. “Here’s the
truth: I believe in the justice
system, but as I have wres-
tled with this, I also believe
raw politics has infected
this process and it led to a
miscarriage of justice - and
once I made this decision
this weekend, there was no
sense in delaying it further.
I hope Americans will un-
derstand why a father and
a President would come to
this decision.”

COUNCIL

Continued from Page 1

have to be within those
guidelines. At the end of
the year, we have to close
out that budget by making
sure we're in that 5% vari-
ance,” said Minden Mayor
Nick Cox.

The next  budget
amendment had to do
with properly spending
the money the city had re-
ceived from the American
Rescue Plan Act before
the deadline at the end of
the year, making sure the
city could actually keep
all the money it was given
and not having to return
it to the federal govern-
ment. “Several years ago
the City of Minden was
given over $4 million from
the federal government
for the American Rescue
fund, and we have un-
til the end of this year to
make sure that every cent
of it is allocated to some-
thing,” said Mayor Cox.

“It cannot just be allo-
cated through a budget,
it has to be nearly spent.
We don’t have to have the
check written, but it has to
be nearly spent, meaning
an invoice, solid quote, or
bid awarded.

“Many months ago we
passed a working ARPA
budget and just slap ran
out of time to spend it all,
so we have appropriate
expenditures that we al-
ready made, so we would
like to amend the budget
and go ahead and reim-
burse the city for those
very appropriate expens-

es we've already spent
money on and, therefore,
not have to send the mon-
ey back to the federal gov-
ernment.”

Next, the council au-
thorized the mayor to be
given full authority to ex-
ecute and submit all doc-
uments pertaining to the
Delta Regional Author-
ity for a grant that the city
had received to replace
one of its oldest water
lines.

“Last month, we were
notified that we had re-
ceived $509,000 in grant
money from the Delta
Regional Authority, with
a city match of $155,000.
This is to replace a
100-year-old line that
feeds from the water plant
to the water tower on
Main Street,” said Mayor
Cox.

After that, the council
approved raises for cer-
tain city elected officials
which will take effect in
2027. The elected officials
include the mayor, police
chief, ward marshal, and
the city judge.

“We give city-wide
raises to all the employ-
ees, generally speaking,
for the cost of living and
things like that” said
Cox. “What happens is,
ten years go by, and that
pay for those elected of-
ficials just lags and lags,
and we're in a time where
inflation is hitting every-
body so terribly hard”

A significant portion
of the meeting was al-
lotted to explaining and
approving various ordi-

nances that all pertained
to various aspects of the
fire department and fire
safety rules. The first or-
dinance simply had to do
with eliminating some
references in ordinances
to positions in the fire de-
partment that no longer
existed.

“There were positions in
the past that the city had
in areas of the town when
it came to the structure of
the fire department that
no longer exist, and are
no longer needed,” said
Mayor Cox.

The second ordinance
had to do with preventing
the obstruction or tam-
pering of fire hydrants.
“We have rules for this al-
ready. We've added some
language that would
prevent people from ob-
structing a fire hydrant.
The way this is set up is
in line with the NFPA na-

tional standards,” said
Mayor Cox.

The last one was a
single ordinance but

added some new rules or
changes to existing ones
that either help the fire
department respond to
emergency situations or
keep emergency situa-
tions from happening in
the first place.

“On item one, private
water sources, that is per-
taining to the fire depart-
ment being authorized
in an emergency to use
water from private ponds,
swimming pools, lakes,
etc. to save life and prop-
erty without liability for
damages,” said Minden

Fire Chief Brian Williams.

The next part of the or-
dinance had to do with
access boxes that hold
keys to the properties for
commercial buildings
and gated communities;
they will have to install
those to help the depart-
ment gain access to build-
ings in the case of an
emergency.

“Currently, the City of
Minden has a key box of
forty to fifty keys, and we
have to try to find a key
to a building when we get
there. It’s just not efficient
for what we're doing, so
this fixes that,” said Chief
Williams.

“The access box system
is a key box on commer-
cial buildings that has
an automatic fire alarm
system or an automatic
fire suppression system,
to have a master key for
locations in the building
for the fire department to
have access to.”

Williams went on to
state that existing build-
ings will have six months
to comply, property own-
ers will bear the cost of
installation, and new
commercial buildings
will have to have them
installed when being con-
structed.

He also described the
security measures that
will be put in the place
to ensure that only the
proper individuals will
have access to the boxes,
and that they will only
be used in the case of an
emergency.

“There is a security

plan in place so only the
fire chief or the city clerk
can request a key to these
boxes. These boxes are
only keyed for the City of
Minden, and these keys
will be under lock and
key on the fire apparatus,
and every individual has
to have a security pin.
They are time and date-
stamped security proce-
dures so no one can just
get it off of the truck at any
time,” said Chief Williams.

The next part of the or-
dinance had to do with
adding rules pertain-
ing to outdoor burning.
The City of Minden did
not have one, so this put
some rules in place that
describe what can and
cannot be burned.

“The City of Minden
does not have an ordi-
nance that prevents out-
door burning. What I've
requested is just adding
in the ordinance that we
just follow the state law
regarding controlling air
pollution,” said Chief Wil-
liams. “What it states is
that the only thing you
can burn inside the city
of Minden is vegetative
debris.”

The next rule was made
to help the problem of
the department respond-
ing to false alarms. The
ordinance gives plenty of
leeway for an accidental
trigger of an automatic
fire alarm, but if the issue
persists, allow for some
fees to be administered
to help incentivize the
faulty alarm owner to get
it fixed.

“It costs the city every
time we respond to these
calls. That's the main is-
sue, just trying to get these
malfunctioning systems
repaired,” said Williams.

“In  twelve months,
the first three times we
get there are free. If we
respond a fourth time,
there’'s a $100 fee, fifth
time there’s a $200 fee,
the sixth time there’s a
$300 fee.”

Lastly, the ordinance
goes into detail about the
dates and times that peo-
ple in the city can sell or
discharge fireworks. Orig-
inally it only referenced
the dates. It also clarified
what fireworks sellers
must display and what
fire equipment they must
have on-site. It includes a
requirement that people
obtain a permit from the
City of Minden building
official if they are looking
to do a pyrotechnic dis-
play outside of the legal
holidays that are stated in
the ordinance.

The Minden City Coun-
cil meeting takes place on
the first Monday of each
month, starting at 6 PM at
the Minden Civic Center.
The meetings are open to
the public, and for those
who wish to view the
meeting live or after the
fact, it is live-streamed
on the City of Minden’s
Facebook page and You-
Tube channel titled “City
of Minden - Feels Like
Home”
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OPINION

Trump Will Address Global Challenges
From a Position of Strength

What I've always found in-
teresting is the long-held be-
lief that “America’s enemies
always test a new president
to see how far they can go.”
Well, I'm highly doubtful
that will occur now. They
won'’t be testing this one.

Our enemies no doubt
already know that the “ap-
peasement” policy of the
Obama-Biden Administra-
tions is resoundingly over.

Rather, our enemies
know exactly what they will
be getting from Trump II
and America—a decisive
Commander-in-Chief and
a military structure with
the capacity to bring over-
whelming force against
America’s enemies. The re-
sult of this, ironically, will
be to preserve peace. This
was President Reagan’s phi-
losophy of “peace through
strength.”

New security measures
will undoubtedly include
Pres. Trump’s vision of pos-
sessing the technology to
knock down and destroy
incoming intercontinental
ballistic missiles. “We will
replenish our military and
build an Iron Dome missile
defense system to ensure
that no enemy can strike our
homeland,” Trump stated
on the campaign.

Such a defense system will
no doubt build upon the
great Strategic Defense Ini-
tiative technology of Pres.
Reagan in the 1980s, much
as that technology has been
deployed for several de-
cades by Israel to defend

itself against endless bomb-
ing attacks.

Iran, who tried and will
continue to try to have Pres.
Trump assassinated, is back
on its heels. The sanctions
Pres. Trump imposed in his
first term crushed the econ-
omy of that nation, so it was
not in a position to continue
funding terror campaigns—
whether
directly or
through
its  prox-
ies like
Hamas
and Hez-
bollah—
through-
out the
world.
Those
sanctions
will be re-
imposed.

Israel, no doubt, has
breathed an enormous sigh
of relief. The Obama-Biden
Administrations often only
tenuously supported that
country and then, often only
due to extraordinary pres-
sure by the American peo-
ple to do so. Trump will no
doubt stand behind Israel
and allow it to defend itself
by any and all means neces-
sary.

China will no doubt con-
tinue to engage in cyberes-
pionage and intellectual
theft but will think twice
about further dominating
weaker nations or comman-
deering new territories. This
is not only due to robust U.S.
military strength but also

ROYAL
ALEXANDER

because China cannot af-
ford to be cut off from trade
with America, even with
Trump-imposed tariffs.

President Trump will also
do what he said he would
during the campaign and
end the Russia-Ukraine war.
This will probably require
Ukraine to cede some por-
tion of its territory that Rus-
sia has seized butin so doing
Ukraine will remain under
the protection of the U.S,; to
say nothing of the hundreds
of billions of dollars it has
received from us already.
Russia, in turn, will be look-
ing for a face-saving way to
end the conflict. Despite his
statements about the use of
nuclear weapons, Vladimir
Putin does not want to test
Pres. Trump.

Kim Jong Un in North Ko-
rea is, as always, engaged in
bellicose rhetoric and saber
rattling but he also doesn’t
want to cross Trump.

As an aside, Elon Musk
has commented that the
F-35 fighter jet tries to do
too many things and does
nothing particularly well.
Musk thinks the “F-35 fight-
er is an obsolete and poorly
functioning weapon sys-
tem whose mission is best
overtaken by uncrewed air-
craft” (Air @ Space Forces
Magazine, ]. Tirpak, 11-27-
24). In fact, Musk believes
we should move to entirely
unmanned fighter aircraft.
If we ever do so we would
no longer need to be con-
cerned about many things,
including human fighter

pilots being killed or pilots
losing consciousness and
passing out when G forces
overwhelm them.

To that end, I am greatly
interested in seeing what
reductions Musk and Vivek
Ramaswamy conclude can
be smartly and strategically
made to address the enor-
mous but corroded U.S. mil-
itary-industrial complex.

This is an exciting time
on multiple fronts. The dif-
ference is America is again
led by a decisive, fearless
man who has been tried and
has emerged victorious, not
only overcoming eight years
of relentless bombs and le-
gal attacks from the corrupt
Deep State and their media
coven, but also surviving
two assassination attempts,
including one in Butler, PA
where he was actually struck
by an assassin’s bullet. In
short, America’'s domestic
political and foreign ene-
mies see a battle-tested man
of combat-level courage.

At this time of year when
we give thanks for living in
America, we must follow
Trump’s example and, as
did he, we too must thank
God for sparing his life and
blessing the life of our na-
tion. Happy Thanksgiving
and Christmas season!

SHREVEPORT ATTORNEY, ROYAL
ALEXANDER, WORKED IN D.C. IN THE
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FOR
NEARLY 8 YEARS FOR TWO DIFFERENT
MEMBERS OF CONGRESS FROM
LOUISIANA.

INSPIRATION

Into Every Life, a Little Rain Must Fall

From the richest to the
poorest to those in-between,
alittle rain must fall. To think
not is to be naive. Of course
the rain or the pain may be
accepted differently accord-
ing to how our minds have
been programmed to accept
or reject change within our
life.

However hard we try to
reject change, it still will
come, as night follows day.
My change came with thun-
derous speed when I was
thirteen.

It all began on an unlit
heavily wooded road just
outside Noel, Missouri! I am
fascinated by memories as I
drive down Hall Ridge road,
that is so steep, narrow and
rocky, I stand amazed trying
to find the little shack where
I spent my last year at home
with my mother and sister,
Alice!

I couldn’t find the house
but think I can identify
where it stood for many
years. When we moved
there in 1961 I became lost

in thought as stared deeply
into the woods while sitting
on the covered cistern --
wondering what my future
held.

It was
on this
same plot
of land
where a
hobo fam-
ily lived in
a barnad-
jacent to
our land.
To this day
I wonder
what hap-
pened to
the family of four who was
so destitute. I somehow en-
vision that the children suc-
ceeded in life even though
they never sent the children
to school. I may never find
out what happened to the
family but being the sleuth
that I am I believe one day
I will find out what legacy
they left behind.

I hope it was a good one!

Bless my poor mother’s

SARAH
HUDSON
PIERCE

soul! She paid $400 for this
rundown house and 12 acres
because she hated paying
$25.00 a month for rent.

But being the sleuth that
I am I believe one day I will
find out what legacy they left
behind.

I hope it was a good one!

It was in January of 1962
that a Christian couple,
Natalie and Earnest Young,
crossed our paths in Noel,
as my mother and I began
our two and a half mile trip
home carrying our grocer-
ies!

On the way home Natalie
asked us if they could take
us to church the next day.
The answer was yes and
that decision forever shaped
our lives when as an under-
weight girl, now fourteen,
had the courage to step out
and answer the invitation
to be baptized into Christ.
It was that decision that
brought change.

Within a few days Earnest
Young and Fred Webb, the
minister who baptized me,

came to school, and asked
to talk to me. Unheard of to-
day, they took me for a short
ride in their car and asked if
I would like to go to an or-
phanage.

Without thinking twice I
knew this was an opportu-
nity I must accept if I was to
have a chance in life, having
been born to a sweet little
mother who would forever
be disabled from a fall when
she was only two years old.

Enough said for now but
I must keep on keeping on
sharing my story that I back
away from just a bit and be-
come just as fascinated by
how one life can make a dif-
ference in this world!

Who knows how far the in-
finite ripples will keep on
going when we step off the
beaten path and into the un-
known!

God is good, very good
and always gets me to the
right place at the right time.

CONTACT SARAH AT SARAHP@AOL.
CoM

203 GLEASON STREET

The Power of Shopping Local This Holiday Season

As we approach the holiday
season, we've just wrapped up
a weekend of shopping extrava-
ganzas — Black Friday, Small
Business Saturday, and Cyber
Monday. These events mark
the start of a critical time for
businesses everywhere, but
especially for local businesses
that form the heartbeat of our
community.

While the big-box stores and
online retailers offer conve-
nience, let’s not forget the true
value of shopping locally. Lo-
cal businesses aren’t just about
offering products and services
— they are an integral part of
the fabric that makes our com-
munities unique, vibrant, and
resilient. This holiday season,
I encourage you to take the
time to consider where you're
spending your money. Here’s
why shopping local matters
more than ever.

Supporting the Community:

When you spend your hard-
earned money at a local store,
you're helping to support local
families. Local business own-
ers are your neighbors, friends,

and commu-

nity  mem-
bers.  They
contribute to
local chari-

ties, sponsor
youth sports
teams, and
participate in
civic events.

¥ They give
DAVID % back to the
SPECHT community

in ways that
large corporations often can-
not. Your purchase is an invest-
ment in the people and places
that make your town a great
place to live.

Building Stronger Local
Economies: When you shop lo-
cal, more of your money stays

within the community. Studies
show that for every $100 spent
at alocally owned business, $68
remains in the local economy.
Compare that to $43 when you
shop at a national chain. Local
businesses provide jobs, create
economic opportunities, and
contribute to the unique char-
acter of our neighborhoods.
When we support local busi-
nesses, we contribute to a more
sustainable and resilient local
economy.

Personalized Service and
Unique Gifts: One of the best
parts about shopping locally is
the personalized service you
receive. Local shop owners and
employees know their custom-
ers, and they go the extra mile
to provide a great experience.
Whether it's recommending the
perfect gift, offering customiza-
tions, or simply making you feel
like part of the family, shopping
local means a more personal

touch. Plus, local businesses of-
fer unique and one-of-a-kind
items that you won’t find in the
big-box stores. This holiday sea-
son, consider giving a gift that’s
meaningful and local.

A Sense of Belonging: When
you shop at locally owned busi-
nesses, you create a sense of
community. You get to know
the people who work there, and
they get to know you. There’s a
sense of belonging that comes
with shopping locally that sim-
ply can’t be replicated at large
chain stores. You'll be support-
ing a business that values you
and your community just as
much as you value them.

Take Action This Holiday Sea-
son: As we head into the final
weeks of the year, I challenge
you to think about how your
purchasing decisions can make
a difference. Whether it’s pick-
ing up a gift for someone spe-
cial or grabbing a cup of coffee,

every transaction you make lo-
cally has a ripple effect. So, this
holiday season, consider shop-
ping with intention. Buy from
your neighbors, support your
local entrepreneurs, and help
keep your community strong.

At the Minden Press-Herald,
Bossier Press-Tribune, Web-
ster Printing Company, and
BIZ Magazine, we understand
how vital local businesses are
to the fabric of our communi-
ties. We're proud to support
the businesses that support us,
and we encourage you to do
the same. When you shop local,
you are investing in the future
of your community. Let’s make
this holiday season one of local
support, growth, and success.

Happy Holidays, and thank
you for supporting local!

DAVID SPECHT IS PRESIDENT OF SPECHT
NEWSPAPERS, INC., PUBLISHER OF THE
MINDEN PRESS-HERALD, BOSSIER PRESS-



MINDEN PRESS-HERALD | MINDEN, LA

SPORTS

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 4, 2024 | 5

Russell Hedges, Sports Editor
rhedges @spechtnewspapers.com

Minden, Doyline boys
off to strong starts

RUSSELL HEDGES
Minden Press-Herald

Because of the Thanks-
giving week break, there
wasn’t much high school
basketball action last week.

But the Minden and
Doyline boys teams contin-
ued their strong starts.

The Crimson Tide de-
feated Gibsland-Coleman
for the second time this
season, winning 76-55 on
the road. Minden entered
this week 4-0.

Doyline routed Plain
Dealing 65-14 in the Decari
Markray Classic at Bossier

Parish Community College.
The Panthers entered this
week 10-1 with a seven-
game winning streak.

At Gibsland-Coleman,
the game was relatively
close for three quarters.

Tide and Bulldogs were
tied at 16 after the first
quarter.

Minden led 37-30 at the
half and 49-41 after three
quarters.

The Tide dominated the
fourth quarter, outscoring
the Bulldogs 27-14.

Carmelo Smith led Min-
den with 27 points. Darnell
Morris added 17. Jaiden

Franklin had 11 and Cam-
eron Parker 10.

At BPCC, Doyline led
the outmanned Lions 21-2
after the first quarter and
50-11 at the half.

The running clock
kicked in during the second
quarter.

Jay Patterson scored 23
of his 25 points in the first
half. Damarion McClendon
hit three 3-pointers and
scored 11 points.

In the only girls game
last week, Minden fell to
Gibsland-Coleman 47-38.
The Lady Tiders entered
this week 2-2.
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Doyline Head Coach Michael Normand talks to his player during a victory over Plain Dealing last week.

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

Tech wins season finale, finishes 5-7

LOUISIANA TECH
STRATEGIC
COMMUNICATIONS

RUSTON — Louisiana
Tech closed the 2024 sea-
son strong with a 33-0 vic-
tory over Kennesaw State
last Saturday at Joe Aillet
Stadium.

The Bulldogs finished
5-7 overall in Head Coach
Sonny Cumbie’s third sea-
son. All seven loss were
by 10 points or less. Three
were in overtime. Tech was

4-4 in Conference USA.

“I am extremely proud
of our players,” Cumbie
said. “I am happy with the
way they finished. Really
proud of our coaching staff,
finishing the season in the
manner of which we won.
It has been a long time
since this program had a
goose egg up there.”

Omiri Wiggins scored
three touchdowns and the
Bulldogs rolled up =210
yards rushing. Wiggins fin-
ished with 129 yards on 17

carries.

Amani Givens had 71
on 13 carries and scored a
touchdown.

Redshirt freshman
Evan Bullock, who started
the season as the No. 3
quarterback,  completed
23-0f-30 passes for 233
yards. Jimmy Holiday had
seven catches for 103 yards.
Try Edwards had 10 for 84.

The defense allowed

just 146 yards of offense

by KSU (2-10, 2-6 CUSA),
pitching the program’s first

shutout since the 2019 In-
dependence Bowl.

“I want to use this game
as a springboard,” Cumbie
said. “Our goal is to win
conference championships
and bowl games. That is
where our focus is always
been. We have had a hard
time getting to that mo-
ment. We were able to fin-
ish this conference season
4-4 but that is not what we
are after. We have to turn
our mindset to finishing the
football games.”

GSU falls to Southern in Bayou Classic

RUSSELL HEDGES
Minden Press-Herald

The Grambling State
Tigers closed the 2024
season with a 24-14 loss to
Southern in the 51st annual
Bayou Classic last Saturday
at° the Caesars Superdome
in New Orleans.

Grambling finished
5-7 overall and 2-6 in the
SWAC in Mickey Joseph’s
first season as head coach.
Southern (8-4, 7-1) plays
Jackson State Saturday in
the conference champion-

ship game.

The victory was South-
ern’s third straight in the
Classic.

Despite  being out-
gained 397-148, Grambling
State had a chance to win.

Trailing 17-7  after
the third quarter, the Ti-
gers got within three on a
4-yard run by Keilon Elder
with 13:19 left to play. That
capped an 89-yard, 11-play
drive.

GSU  twice forced
Southern to punt twice af-
ter that. But both times the

Tigers went three-and-out.
After GSU was forced to
punt from its 5, Southern’s
Kendric Rhymes ran 45
yards for the game’s final
touchdown with 3:31 left.
Rhymes finished with 110
yards rushing on 12 carries.
Kobe Dillon rushed for
81 yards with most of that
coming on a 74-yard run.
Southern jumped out
to a 10-0 lead. GSU got
within three on a 94-yard
kickoff return by Tylon
Williams in the second
quarter. The Jaguars led

10-7 at the half.

The only score of the
third quarter was a 41-
yard touchdown pass from
Jalen Woods to Chandler
Whitfield. Whitfield, who
had five catches for 145
yards, was named the Clas-
sic MVP.

Grambling State quar-
terbacks Deljay Bailey
and Myles Crawley, com-
bined to complete 11-0f-24
passes for 99 yards. Bailey
was 5-of-8 passes for 65.
Crawley was 6-0f-16 for 34
yards.

Kickoff return
sparks LSU in win

RUSSELL HEDGES
Minden Press-Herald

A Kkickoff return for a
touchdown in the second
quarter gave LSU a spark
and the Tigers rolled past
the Oklahoma Sooners 37-
17 in the regular-season
finale Saturday night in
Tiger Stadium.

LSU completed the
regular season 8-4 overall
and 5-3 in the SEC. Okla-
homa dropped to 6-6 and
2-6 in its first season in
the conference.

“'m proud of our
team,” LSU Head Coach
Brian Kelly said. “The last
two weeks they listened to
the narratives out there
that they weren’t excited
to play for anything, that
the season was over, and
they simply went out and
played inspired football
the last two weeks. They
put consistent perfor-
mances together over the
last two weeks.”

Despite the four loss-
es, Kelly said he’s excited
about the direction of the
program. He said 21 fresh-
men dressed for the game

and the Tigers are adding
16 more at mid-year. He
also said he expects sev-
eral key players to return.

“T know what the stan-
dards are here,” he said.
“Everybody wants to win
every game. We wanted to
win every game. We're not
happy if we lose a game.
But we're happy about the
foundation of this pro-
gram playing with young
players that are only go-
ing to get better and we're
going to supplement those
players.”

Oklahoma took a 14-
10 lead on a 2-yard run by
Xavier Robinson. Aaron
Anderson took the ensu-
ing kickoff and returned
it 100 yards for a touch-
down.

Anderson was on the
return team because of an
injury to Zavion Thomas.

“He was really our
backup,” Kelly said.
“That’s how smart we are.
It was a momentum boost
for us and it carried us
throughout the game.”

Damian Ramos’ PAT
gave LSU a 17-14 lead with
7:08 left in the first half.

OUTDOORS

Baseball’s triple play has nothing on fishing trifecta

GLYNN HARRIS

Baseball’s triple play,
though rare, is a thing of
beauty. Here’s one way it
can be accomplished. The
batter hits a hard line drive
in the hole to the shortstop
who stabs it, steps on sec-
ond to catch the runner off
base; then flips it to first
before that runner can get
back. Presto; you've just
witnessed one of baseball’s
most exciting plays.

You may not realize it
but fishing can also feature
a triple play. I know; be-
cause I once participated
in one. My triple play took
about four hours to com-
plete but the results were
just as exciting. Here’s what
happened...

Eddie Halbrook, fish-
ing guide and good friend,
called me and invited me to
join him for a fishing trip
on Grand Bayou Lake near
Coushatta.

“Man, I'm catching
bass; catching crappie and
finishing it up with some of
the prettiest chinquapins
you ever saw,” Halbrook
announced. I cleared my
calendar, the date was set
and we were off to this
pretty little 2,500 acre lake
in Red River Parish.

After launching at the
public ramp just prior to
sunrise, Halbrook motored
only a few hundred yards
before switching on a gad-
get on the dash of his boat.
It was a GPS that showed a
slowly moving arrow (that
was us) approaching a dot
on the chart.

“The dot represents one
of my brush piles; I marked
it as a way point on my GPS
which makes it easy to get
back to. Well be within
three feet of the top when
we get there,” said Hal-
brook.
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Guide Eddie Halbrook shows off our fishing “triple play” with a bonus catfish.

Once the arrow repre-
senting the boat and the
dot representing the brush
pile were aligned, Hal-
brook tossed out a marker,
handed me a jig pole with
a Stinger jig and Berkeley
Crappie Nibble added with
instructions to fish near the
buoy. “You'll feel the brush
down there,” he added.

He was right. About the
time I bumped brush, I felt
a tap on the line, set the
hook and was soon fight-
ing a medium-sized black
crappie. In short order, we
caught several more before
Halbrook announced we
needed to move on to try
our luck with bass. Before
leaving the brush pile, Hal-
brook hooked and landed
a 3 pound channel catfish
that hit his crappie jig.

Next, we moved to a
cove where the bass had

been schooling earlier in
the week. A steady breeze
had the surface churned to
the point that we saw very
little surface schooling ac-
tivity. Not to be outdone,
Halbrook handed me a rod
he had rigged, Carolina-
style, with a 6 inch water-
melon finesse worm. Half
an hour later, we counted
four bass we had landed
with one being just above
the 17 inch slot; the others
just below it.

“Now,” Halbrook said
as he started the engine,
“the fun is about to begin.
Have you ever caught chin-
quapin bream in the mid-
dle of summer?” I hadn’t
and was anxious to give it
a try.

Again, Halbrook flipped
on his GPS and we motored
slowly up to another “dot”
on the chart. “This is where

the chinquapins are hang-
ing out. They feed on fresh-
water mussels and there
are lots of them here on
this flat.”

He was right. Less than
a minute after tossing my
hook, skewered with a cold
worm into eight foot water,
the float shuddered and
slid beneath the surface. It
was a fine chinquapin, fat
as could be. By the time an
hour had passed, we put
about 35 big chinquapins
in the box. Thus, our triple
play was completed with a
catfish added as an extra,
and we did it all between
sunrise and noon.

A Dbaseball triple play
is a fun thing to watch.
However, I was as excited
to participate in a fishing
triple play as watching the
short stop complete one in
Yankee Stadium.

Fishing Report

BLACK BAYOU -
No report. Spraying to
kill moss. Contact Hon-
ey Hole Tackle Shop
323-8707 for latest in-
formation.

BUSSEY BRAKE
— Bass fishing is best
flipping soft plastics
along the wind rows and
tree lines. Early morn-
ings, topwater lures are
working.  Some nice
sized crappie are hitting
shiners and jigs around
deep brush along the
flats. For latest informa-
tion, contact the Honey
Hole at 323-8707.

OUACHITA RIV-
ER — The river is still
low. Launching is pos-
sible at Joe Bob’s but it’s
difficult. A few crappie
are being caught around
tops in the river. Bass
are fair where there is
current. For latest in-
formation, contact the
Honey Hole Tackle
Shop at 323-8707.

LAKE D’AR-
BONNE - The lake
is down 5 feet with
drawdown  continued

another 30 days. Crap-
pie are just starting to
bunch up and upcom-
ing cold weather should
put them in bunches.
Some are caught along
the stump lines on shin-
ers and jigs. Bass fishing
has been best fishing the
points with soft plastics
or crank baits. Bream
are slow; catfishing
good off the banks. For
latest information, call
Anderson Sport Center
at 368-9669 or Honey

Hole Tackle Shop at
323-8707.

LAKE CLAI-
BORNE - Crappie
fishing has been good
with some slabs caught
fishing shiners or jigs
around the deep tops.
With the water cooling
down, bass will be best
fishing the docks with
Carolina rigs, square bill
crank baits and Shaky
Heads. Bream are slow.
For latest information,
call Kel's Cove at 927-
2264 or Terzia Tackle at
278-4498.

CANEY LAKE -
Crappie fishing has been
good with some slabs
caught fishing shiners or
jigs around the deeper
tops. Bass are best fish-
ing topwater lures and
buzz baits early around
the grass lines. Later,
best fishing has been on
secondary points on soft
plastics and crank baits.
For information contact
Caney Lake Landing at
259-6649, Hooks Ma-
rina at 249-2347, Terzia
Tackle at 278-4498 or
the Honey Hole Tackle
Shop at 323-8707.

LAKE POVERTY
POINT - Crappie have
improved around the
boat slips. Catfishing is
good. Bass are slightly
improved. For informa-
tion, contact the marina
at 318/878-0101.

LAKE YUCATAN
— The water is on a slow
fall and fishing has been
slow this week. For info
call Surplus City Land-
ing at 318/467-2259.
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GOOD NEWS

When the calendar is
turned and we see “Decem-
ber”, we know that Christmas
is coming soon. All year long,
it has crept across the calen-
dar, month - by -month...like
asnail on a cold brick. But the
week after Thanksgiving, it is
as if Christmas is on a slid-
ing board - coming too fast
to stop. Suddenly, the magic
of Christmas takes over and
somehow we receive a new
energy to go and do.

There’s shopping, visiting
family and friends, cooking
and partying, church pro-
grams, and ill ones to visit -
yes, we need new energies to
cram all of this into one short
month!

For children, there is so
much magic in the Spirit
of Christmas and not just

in Frosty’s straw hat! In the

THE MAGIC OF CHRISTMAS....

carols we sing, the Bible
readings about Jesus' birth,
angels singing and the shep-
herds coming to worship ......
there’s magic! Often times
our behavior, attitude and
manners are given a ‘face-lift’
as that Big Day approaches.
As the poet wrote: “jest be-
fore Christmas, I'm
as good and I can
be” “We may even
let Aunt Bertha kiss
us”...well, maybe!

As we grow older
and celebrate unforgettable
Christmases, there’s the re-
alization that the “Magic of
Christmas is not in the pres-
ents we give or receive - but
in His Presence in our daily
lives” Yes, the Spirit of Christ-
mas melt hearts of stone,
brings smiles on harden, sad

faces, and dispels the Grinch

Bill Cri&er

that always seem to be hang-
ing around in the shadows
seeking to spoil the magic of
the season. Don't let this hap-
pen! Let’s call on the Spirit of
the Season, to help us shun
the darkness of gloom. If we
allow the Spirit of Christmas,
He will linger with us all-year

long. A promise of

The Magic of
Christmas  brings
with it a ‘hope of a
wonderful tomorrow
in the future! And isn’t that
the pronouncement of the
first Sunday of Advent? HOPE
! Jesus came to seek and save
that which was lost....to give
new life, new HOPE. May
your Christmas be packed
with NEW HOPE IN OUR
LORD. (Isaiah 9: 2-6). With

this truth in mind, the Hope

Candle will be lighted on the
Advent Wreath.

The second Sunday of Ad-
vent focuses our attention
on PEACE, the kind that only
God can bring into one’s
heart (Micah 4:3-4). Now the
Peace Candle will be lighted.
Following is the third Sunday
of Advent with emphasis on
JOY (Luke 2: 10-11) and the
lighting of the Joy Candle.

This leads us to the fourth
Sunday of Advent, lighting
the candle of LOVE. (1 John
4: 7-9). Then on Christmas
morning, the CHRIST Candle
will be lighted....and we sing
“Joy to the World, the Lord
Has Come”’

Yes, Jesus came to seek and
save those who were lost, giv-
ing new life and hope to all
who seek Him. Not only does

He bring new Hope but His

Peace is everlasting, not like
the peace the world might
offer. With Hope and Peace
anchored in one’s heart, He
plants eternal Joy so we can
face the trials and stresses of
life. To ‘cap it all off, sealing
our salvation’ His everlast-
ing Love is poured upon us.
(John 3: 16).

With this in mind, one can
see the ‘magic of Christmas’
as it springs forth to lead us
from our weary and fretting
lives to the ‘Star of Bethle-
hem’ where the Christ-child
is waiting for shepherds of the
ages to come and celebrate
the magic of God’s eternal gift
to mankind - the Savior of the

World, JESUS.

BILL CRIDER IS CHAPLAIN OF MINDEN

MEDICAL CENTER

THE UPWARD LOOK

Pray for the Message

“Pray also for me, that the message

may be given to me when
I open my mouth to make
known with boldness the
mystery of the gospel.” Ephe-
sians 6:19 CSB

Often our prayers for oth-
ers revolve around physical
needs including health and
general welfare. Yet when
Paul, the great missionary,
preacher, and theologian,

gospel, how all people can know God

INSPIRATION

Common Ground

Max Hutto

through faith in Jesus Christ the
Lord. He yearned for boldness
and fearlessness to share the
truths of the gospel.

Lord Jesus, I pray for mis-
sionaries, pastors, and all be-
lievers to boldly and faithfully
share the message of the gos-
pel. May the words spoken al-
ways tell others of Your grace,
mercy, and love.

As Americans, most of us enjoy some
form of leisure time activity. Those activ-
ities could include sporting events, con-
certs, and even movies. Though these ac-

tivities might be different from
one another they are also very
similar. In every one of these
situations, you find yourselfin a
large group often composed of
familiar and unfamiliar people.
Despite the group’s differences,
they have one major similarity:
they all enjoy this particular ac-

the people we know or feel comfortable
around but we are instructed to minis-
ter to all the world. Take, for instance,
the movies where we sit for 2 hours with

strangers where we laugh, cry,
get angry, and fall in love and
we do all of this while sitting in
the dark and trying to remain
quiet. If we can have such a
powerful experience sitting
silently in the dark, imagine
what we could do out loud in

the light! My challenge for ev-
eryone reading this article is to
go out and be the light of Jesus
for atleast one person this week by using
common ground.

requested the Ephesians to pray for
him, his concerns were spiritual not
physical. He yearned that his spoken
words would always clearly tell of the

tivity and they are all partaking |
in this shared experience. This Bernard Harris
creates common ground and an avenue
for communication with people you

MAX HUTTO IS A BAPTIST MINISTER AND A RESI-
DENT OF MINDEN. MORE INFORMATION CAN BE FOUND
AT WWW.UPWARDLOOK.ORG.

FIRST

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

otherwise might not talk to. This raises

the question of why can’t our Christian

walk provide the same experience? We

are not instructed to only minister to

BERNARD HARRIS Il IS A HAUGHTON FIREMAN AND A

LOCAL RESIDENT OF MINDEN

How can e,

FBC 24-Hour Prayer Ministry
at 3 7’7 -PRAY.

FIRST BAPTIST CHIJRCH 4

301 Pennsylvania
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CLASSIFIEDS

Classified line ads are published Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday in the Minden Press-Herald, Bossier Press-Tribune and online at www.press.herald.com

PLACE YOUR AD

classifieds@press-herald.com

Classified
Rates

Pricing is easy!

$7.75

Per Day - Up to 20
words! Aditional words
are only 30 cents more!

Garage Sales
No word limit.

$11

One Day

$16.50
Two Days

Receive a FREE Ga-
rage Sale Kit with your
two day ad!

* Garage Sale ads must
be prepaid.

Deadlines

Ads

Line ads and display

ads must be submitted

by noon two days be-
fore publication.

Public Notices
Public notices must
be submitted two days
prior to publication
date depending on the
length. Notices may be
emailed to classifieds@
press-herald.com

Payments
Cash Checks, Billing

Real Estate Notice
“All real estate advertised
here is subject to the Fed-

eral Fair Housing Act, which
makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation
or discrimination based on
race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status,
or national origin, or in-
tention to make any such
preference, limitation, or
discrimination. We will not
knowlingly accept any adver
tising for real estate, which
is in violation of th elaw. All

persons are hereby informed|

that all dwellings advertised
are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

Grow
Your
Business

Call to place your ad!

PLACE
YOUR
AD

TODAY!
377-1866

Lost Puppy

Missing from downtown Minden LA.
If you find or see this puppy please ccontact
Justin Ayliffe on facebook or call

" When veterinary care is
unavailable or unaffordable, ask for Happy
Jack® ltchNoMore® for dogs and cats to
treat itch allergies. Minden Farm & Garden.
371- 0010

L EGALS

CITY OF MINDEN
PUBLIC NOTICE
Parcel# 109934

Notice is hereby given that the City of Minden
has received a request to sell their respective
tax interest in the following listed property. This
property has previously been adjudicated to

the City of Minden for unpaid taxes. A public
sale of this property will begin at 10:00 A.M.

on December 19, 2024, at Minden City Hall,

520 Broadway Street, Minden, LA 71058 in the
Pelican Conference Room. The minimum bid has
been set at $4,124.33. Anyone intending to bid
must deliver your intent letter and processing fee
to E & P Consulting Services, LLC, at 1030 N 9th
Street, Monroe, Louisiana 71201 by December
16, 2024. NO faxed, telephoned, mailed or an
kind of electronic submission of intent to bid will
be accepted. Any intent to bid letter received by
the above deadline will allow 1 party into the bid
session. If more than one offer for any particular
piece of property is received, all parties who have
submitted a written offer will be allowed to bid on
the property.

For additional information, please contact Parish
Adjudicated Property Program at E&P Consulting
Services, LLC at 318-807-0924 or ParishProper-
tylnfo@parishtaxland.com

L%gal : LOT #13, JACK BATTON SUBDIV. IN
SE/4 OF NW/4 SEC. 21-19-9

Physical Address: 612 BATTON ST, MINDEN, LA
November 20, 2024

December 4, 2024
Minden Press Herald

NOTICE
Parcel No. 109934
Patricia Frazier Betts or Estate

Homeowners Loan Corporation

THIS NOTICE BY PUBLICATION IS NOTIFICA-
TION THAT YOUR RIGHTS OR INTEREST IN
THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED PROPERTY
LOCATED IN MINDEN, LOUISIANA MAY BE
TERMINATED BY OPERATION OF LAW IF YOU
DO NOT TAKE FURTHER ACTION IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH LAW:

Parcel# 109934 / Municipal Address: 612 Batton
Street, Minden, LA 71055

Brief Legal: LOT #13, JACK BATTON SUBDIV
IN SE/4 OF NW/4 SEC 21-19-9

Legal Description: Lot Thirteen (13g]of Jack Bat-
ton Subdivision situated in the Southeast Quarter
of Northwest Quarter (SE % of NW 1) of Section
21, Township 19 North, Range 9 West, Minden,
Webster Parish, Louisiana, Per map and plat of
said subdivision on file an of record in Map Book
2, Page 50 of the Official Records of Webster
Parish, Louisiana, together with all improvements
thereon and all rights thereto belonging.

Tax sale title to the above described property has
been sold for failure to pay taxes. You have been
identified as a person who may have an interest
in this property.

Your interest in the property will be terminated

if you do not redeem the propert?/ by making all
required payments to the tax collector listed be-
low or file a lawsuit in accordance with law within
sixty (60) days of the date of the first publication
of this notice, or the recording of an act transfer-
ring ownership, if later.

City of Minden

520 Broadway St.

Minden, LA 71058-0580

318-377-2144 (ext 433)

December 4, 2024
Minden Press Herald

PUBLIC NOTICE

Minden Planning Commission Meeting
December 5, 2024 — 10:00 a.m.
Pelican Room - Minden City Hall
On the agenda is a request from Dianna Jones,
real estate agent with Grand Eight Real Estate for
a zoning change from R-2 (Residential) to R-5
(Multifamily Residential) on property owned by
KKndaII Hawkins located at 901 Park Highway.
The purpose of this zoning change request is for
the proposed construction of townhomes on the
roperty.
egal Description: LOT #10, E/2 OF LOT #11,
W/2 OF LOT #11, &amp; , LOT #12, BLK.
&quot;8&quot;
GOODE ANNEX, STRIP 7 X 150FT. (ADJ.)
FORMERLY AN ALLEY) IN NW/4 OF NE/4
EC. 22-19-9 &amp; STRIP FRONTING 24 FT.
ON PARK HWY. X 150 FT. (ADJ.LOTS #10, 11
&amp; 12 BLK. &quot;8&quot;) (FORMERLY AN
ALLEY) IN NW/4 OF NE/4 SEC. 22-19-9
All interested parties will be given a chance to
be heard.

November 20, 27, 2024
December 4, 2024
Minden Press Herald

SHERIFF’S SALE

U.S. BANK TRUST COMPANY, NATIONAL AS-
SOCIATION. AS TRUSTEE. AS
SUCCESSOR-IN-INTEREST TO U.S. BANK
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, NOT IN ITS INDI-
VIDUAL CAPACITY BUT SOLELY AS INDEN-
TURE TRUSTEE. FOR THE HOLDERS OF THE
CIM TRUST 2021-R1, MORTGAGE-BACKED
NOTES, SERIES

2021-R1

VS.

KENNETH PRESTON & YOLANDA TAYLOR
PRESTON

In the Twenty-Sixth Judicial District Court of
Webster Parish, Louisiana, No. 81712.

By virtue of a WRIT OF SEIZURE AND SALE
issued out of the Twenty-Sixth Judicial District
Court of Webster Parish, Louisiana, in the above
styled and numbered suit and to me directed, |
have seized and taken into my possession and
will offer for sale at public auction to the last and
highest bidder for cash WITHOUT the benefit

of appraisement and according to law at the
principle front door of the Courthouse in the City
of Minden, Webster Parish, Louisiana,

on

WEDNESDAY, December 11, 2024,

During the legal sale hours, the following prop-
erty, to wit:

Begin at the Northwest corner of the Northwest
quarter of Southeast quarter (NW/Cor. of NW/4
of SR/4), Section 16, Township 18 North, Range
9 West, Webster Parish, Louisiana, and run Bast
290 feet to the East right of way line of Louisiana
Highway Number 7, thence run South 01 degree
00 minutes East along said right of way 290.01
feet to the point of beginning of the property
herein being described, thence continue South 01
degree 00 minutes East along said right of way
75 feet, thence run North 88 degrees 12 minutes
East 155 feet, thence run North 01 degree 00
minutes West 75 feet, thence run South 88
degrees 12 minutes West 155 feet to the point
of beginning, together with all improvements and
rights thereto belonging, (Assessment #115913)
The municipal address of the property is 545 N.
Main St., Sibley, LA, 71073.

Begin at the Northwest corner of the Northwest
Quarter of Southeast Quarter (NW/cor of NW/4
of SE/4) Section 16, Township 18 North, Range
9 West, Sibley, Webster Parish, Louisiana, and
run East 290 feet to the Bast right of way line

of Louisiana Highway No. 7, thence run South
01 degree 00 minutes East along said right of
way 241.1 feet to the point of beginning of the
property herein being described; thence run
North 88 degrees 12 minutes East 185 feet,
thence ran South 01 degree 00 minutes East
192.5 feet, thence run South 88 degrees 12
minutes West 185 feet to Louisiana Highway No.
7, thence run North 01 degree 00 minutes Weet
along right of way 68.5 feet, thence ran North 88
degrees 12 minutes East 155 feet, thence ran
North 01 degree 00 minutes West 75 feet, thence
run South 88 degrees 12 minutes West 155 feet
to right of way line of La. Highway No. 7, theace
run North along right of way 49 feet to the point
of beginning, together with all improvements and
rights thereto belonging.

SOLD SUBJECT TO ANY SUPERIOR LIENS,
MORTGAGES OR PRIVILEGES THERETO.
Said property seized is that of the defendant and
will be sold to satisfy a judgment rendered in our
Honorable Court. JASON R. PARKER Sheriff &
Ex-Officio Auctioneer

Webster Parish, Louisiana

Pam Brantley

Pam Brantley - Deputy

November 27, 2024
December 4, 2024
Minden Press Herald

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN OF A SPECIAL
CALLED MEETING FOR THE MEMBERS OF
NORTHSIDE CHURCH OF CHRIST, WHICH
MEETING IS TO BE HELD ON DECEMBER 6,
2024 AT 6:00 PM AT NORTHSIDE CHURCH OF
CHRIST 615 CONSTABLE ST MINDEN LOUISI-
ANA 71055. TO CONSIDER TRANSFERRING
IMMOVABLE PROPERTIES TO KIMBERLY
ALGHAREEB

November 27, 2024
December 4, 2024
Minden Press Herald

INVITATION FOR BID

SEALED BIDS for construction at the Minden
Airport consisting of Box Hangars, Airport Infra-
structure Grant No. 3-22-0032-018-2025, will be
received by the City Clerk at the City of Minden,
Louisiana, located at 520 Broadway, P.O. Box
580, Minden, Louisiana 71058, until 2:00 p.m.
CST on Monday, December 23, 2024. Bids will
then be publicly opened and read aloud in the
C%/press Room located at City Hall. Bids received
after the 2:00 p.m. deadline will be returned to
the bidder unopened via certified mail. Received
bids will be referred to the City of Minden City
Council for action and award. Sealed bids must
be marked on the outside with City of Minden Bid
No. 06-2025.

A Pre-Bid Conference will be held on Tuesday,
December 10, 2024, at 10:00 a.m. in the Airport
Terminal Building, 100 Aviation Drive, Minden,
LA 71055. Representatives from the Owner and
Engineer will be present to discuss the project.
Although the meeting is not mandatory, bidders
are encouraged to attend and participate in the
conference.

Contract Documents including bid proposal
forms, plan sheets, and specifications for the
project may be viewed and downloaded free of
charge at www.civcastusa.com. Addenda will

be posted at www.civcastusa.com. You will be
notified of addenda automatically, through email,
if you downloaded your plans and specifications
via civcastusa.com. Please submit questions for
the project 72 hours prior to bid opening through
www.civcastusa.com in the Q&A portal.

Bids shall be received only on proposal forms
furnished by the Engineer. In no event shall pro-
ﬂosal forms be issued later than twenty-four (24)

ours prior to the hour and date set for receiving
proposals.

Bidders may elect to submit bids electronicall
via the internet. Electronic bids for the City o
Minden are available for submission at www.
bidexpress.com. Bidders desiring to submit
electronic bids must register with Bid Express.
All bids submitted electronically shall include a
digital signature as required by Louisiana State
law. Bidders submitting bids electronically are
not required to submit paper forms.

Bid proposals, amendments to bids, or requests
for withdrawal of bids, which are received after
the time specified for bid opening, shall not be
considered for any cause whatsoever.

An acceptable bid bond, cashier’s check or
certified check payable to the City of Minden, in
an amount equal to five percent (5%) of the bid
price, shall be submitted with each bid. The suc-
cessful Bidder will be required to furnish and pay
for satisfactory performance and payment bonds.
Bidders are advised that Performance, Payment,
and Maintenance Bond, each in the amount of
100 percent (100%) of the contract price, will be
required.

On any bid submitted in the amount of $50,000
or more, the Contractor shall certify that he

is licensed under Louisiana Revised Statute
37:2150-2164 and show his license number on
the bid and on the envelope. Bidders must be
licensed in the following category: Building Con-
struction (or applicable sub classification). The
licensee shall not be permitted to bid or perform
any type or types of work not included in the clas-
sification under which his license was issued.

Notice of Requirement for Affirmative Action to
Ensure Equal Employment Opportunity
1. The Offeror’s or Bidder’s attention is called to
the “Equal Opportunity Clause” and the “Standard
Federal Equal Employment Opportunity Con-
struction Contract Specifications” set forth herein.
2. The goals and timetables for minority and
female participation, expressed in percentage
terms for the Contractor’s aggregate workforce in
each trade on all construction work in the covered
area, are as follows:
Timetables
Goals for minority participation for each trade:
29.3%
ggals for female participation in each trade:

%

These goals are applicable to all of the Contrac-
tor’s construction work (whether or not it is
Federal or federally assisted) performed in

the covered area. If the Contractor performs
construction work in a geographical area located
outside of the covered area, it shall apply the
goals established for such geographical area
where the work is actually performed. With
regard to this second area, the Contractor also is
subject to the goals for both its federally involved
and nonfederally involved construction.

The Contractor’s compliance with the Executive
Order and the regulations in 41 CFR Part 60-4
shall be based on its implementation of the Equal
Opportunity Clause, specific affirmative action
obligations required by the specifications set forth
in 41 CFR 60-4.3(a) and its efforts to meet the
goals. The hours of minority and female employ-

ment and training must be substantially uniform
throughout the length of the contract, and in each
trade, and the Contractor shall make a good faith
effort to employ minorities and women evenly on
each of its projects. The transfer of minority or
female employees or trainees from Contractor to
Contractor or from project to project for the sole
gurpose of meeting the Contractor’s goals shall

e a violation of the contract, the Executive Order
and the regulations in 41 CFR Part 60-4. Compli-
ance with the goals will be measured against the
total work hours performed.
3. The Contractor shall provide written notifica-
tion to the Director of the Office of Federal
Contract Compliance Programs (OFCCP) within
10 working days of award of any construction
subcontract in excess of $10,000 at any tier for
construction work under the contract resulting
from this solicitation. The notification shall list
the name, address, and telephone number of the
subcontractor; employer identification number of
the subcontractor; estimated dollar amount of the
subcontract; estimated starting and completion
dates of the subcontract; and the geographical
area in which the subcontract is to be performed.
4. As used in this notice and in the contract
resulting from this solicitation, the “covered area”
is Minden, Louisiana in Webster Parish.

Title VI Solicitation Notice

The City of Minden, in accordance with the provi-
sions of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964
(78 Stat. 252, 42 USC §§ 2000d to 2000d-4) and
the Regulations, hereby notifies all bidders or
offerors that it will affirmatively ensure that for any
contract entered into pursuant to this advertise-
ment, disadvantaged business enterprises will be
afforded full and fair opportunity to submit bids

in response to this invitation and no businesses
will be discriminated against on the grounds

of race, color, national origin (including limited
English proficiency), creed, sex (including sexual
orientation and gender identity), age, or disability
in consideration for an award.

The Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE)
oal is 12.28% of the dollar value of this contract.
he DBE program also includes a small busi-

ness element pursuant to 49 CFR Part 26. The

Owner’s award of this contract is conditioned

uﬁon Bidder or Offeror satisfz{ing the good faith

effort requirements of 49 CFR § 26.53.

As a condition of responsibility, every Bidder or
Offeror must submit the following information on
the forms provided herein within five days after
bid opening.
The names and addresses of Disadvantaged
Business Enterprise (DBE) firms that will partici-
pate in the contract;
A description of the work that each DBE firm will
ilj_erform;

he dollar amount of the participation of each
DBE firm listed under (1);
Written statement from Bidder or Offeror that
attests their commitment to use the DBE firm(s)
listed under (1) to meet the Owner’s project goal;
Written confirmation from each listed DBE firm
that it is participating in the contract in the kind
and amount of work provided in the prime con-
tractor’s commitment; and
If Bidder or Offeror cannot meet the adver-
tised project DBE goal, evidence of good faith
efforts undertaken by the Bidder or Offeror as
described in appendix A to 49 CFR part 26. The
documentation of good faith efforts must include
copies of each DBE and non-DBE subcontractor
quote submitted to the bidder when a non-DBE
subcontractor was selected over a DBE for work
on the contract.

All contracts and subcontracts that result from
this solicitation incorporate by reference the provi-
sions of 29 CFR part 201, et seq, the Federal Fair
Labor Standards Act (FLSA), with the same force
and effect as if given in full text. The FLSA sets
minimum wage, overtime pay, recordkeeping,
and child labor standards for full and part-time
workers.

The Contractor has full responsibility to monitor
compliance to the referenced statute or regula-
tion. The Contractor must address any claims or
disputes that arise from this requirement directly
with the U.S. Department of Labor — Wage and
Hour Division.

TRADE RESTRICTION CERTIFICATION

By submission of an offer, the Offeror certifies
that with respect to this solicitation and any
resultant contract, the Offeror —

is not owned or controlled by one or more
citizens of a foreign country included in the list

of countries that discriminate against U.S. firms
as published by the Office of the United States
Trade Representative (USTR);

has not knowingly entered into any contract or
subcontract for this rog'ect with a person that is a
citizen or national of a foreign country included on
the list of countries that discriminate against U.S.
firms as published by the USTR; and

has not entered into anK subcontract for any
product to be used on the Federal project that is
produced in a foreign country included on the list
of countries that discriminate against U.S. firms
published by the USTR.

This certification concerns a matter within the
jurisdiction of an agency of the United States of
America and the making of a false, fictitious, or
fraudulent certification may render the maker
subject to prosecution under Title 18 USC § 1001.
The Offeror/Contractor must provide immedi-

ate written notice to the Owner if the Offeror/
Contractor learns that its certification or that of

a subcontractor was erroneous when submitted
or has become erroneous by reason of changed
circumstances. The Contractor must require
subcontractors provide immediate written notice
to the Contractor if at any time it learns that its
certification was erroneous by reason of changed
circumstances.

Unless the restrictions of this clause are waived
by the Secretary of Transportation in accor-
dance with 49 CFR § 30.17, no contract shall be
awarded to an Offeror or subcontractor:

who is owned or controlled by one or more citi-
zens or nationals of a foreign country included on
the list of countries that discriminate against U.S.
firms published by the USTR; or

whose subcontractors are owned or controlled
by one or more citizens or nationals of a foreign
country on such USTR list; or

who incorporates in the public works project any
product of a foreign country on such USTR list.
Nothing contained in the foregoing shall be
construed to require establishment of a system
of records in order to render, in good faith, the
certification reguired by this provision. The
knowledge and information of a contractor is

not required to exceed that which is normally
possessed by a prudent person in the ordinary
course of business dealings.

The Offeror agrees that, if awarded a contract
resulting from this solicitation, it will incorporate
this provision for certification without modification
in all lower tier subcontracts. The Contractor may
rely on the certification of a prospective subcon-
tractor that it is not a firm from a foreign country
included on the list of countries that discriminate
against U.S. firms as published by USTR, unless
the Offeror has knowledge that the certification is
erroneous.

This certification is a material representation

of fact upon which reliance was placed when
making an award. If it is later determined that the
Contractor or subcontractor knowingly rendered
an erroneous certification, the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) may direct through the
Owner cancellation of the contract or subcontract
for default at no cost to the Owner or the FAA.

All Bidders and Proposers shall comply with
the provisions of Buy American Preferences,
Davis Bacon Requirements, Debarment and
Suspension, Lobbying Federal Employees, and
Recovered Materials.

Bids may be held by the City of Minden for a
period of sixty (60) calendar days after the date
and hour set for the opening.

The City of Minden reserves the right to reject
any or all Bids for just cause and reserves the
right to waive any and all informalities.

Melaney Langford

City Clerk

City of Minden

Telephone: (318) 377-2144

November 27, 2024
December 4, 11, 2024
Minden Press Herald

Public Notice

SUMMONS BY PUBLI-
CATION

No. C-42558

In the 2nd Judicial Dis-
trict Court of the State

of Louisiana, Parish of
Claiborne.

Richard Labit, et al.,
v. State of Louisiana,
Dept. of Pub. Safety
and Corrections, and
Dwayne Joseph,
Defendants

To: The legal suc-
cessor of Dwayne D.
Joseph, deceased.

YOU ARE HEREBY
SUMMONED to ap-
pear within sixty (60)
days after the date of
the first publication of
this summons. YOU
are to appear at the
2nd Judicial District
Court for the Parish of
Claiborne, 511 West
Main Street, Homer,
Louisiana 71040, and
appear and substitute
yourselves for Mr.
Joseph within sixty
(60) days of the first
publication of this sum-
mons, and defend the
above-entitled action in
court and Answer the
Petition of the Plaintiff
and serve your answer
upon the undersigned
attorney; and in case
your failure to do so,
judgment will be ren-
dered against you ac-
cording to the demand
of the Petition.

GARRET S. DEREUS,
attorney for Plaintiff,
3319 St. Claude
Avenue, New Orleans,
Louisiana 70117.

December 4, 25, 2024
Minden Press Herald

SHERIFF’S SALE

JP MORGAN CHASE
BANK NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION

VS.

BRENT A DISON AKA
BRENT ALLEN DISON
In the Twenty-Sixth
Judicial District Court
of Webster Parish,
Louisiana, No. 81087.
By virtue of a WRIT

OF SEIZURE AND
SALE issued out of the
Twenty-Sixth Judicial
District Court of Web-
ster Parish, Louisiana,
in the above styled and
numbered suit and to
me directed, | have
seized and taken into
mf?/ possession and will
offer for sale at public
auction to the last

and highest bidder for
cash WITH the benefit
of appraisement and
according to law at

the principle front door
of the Courthouse in
the City of Minden,
Webster Parish, Loui-
siana, on
WEDNESDAY, Decem-
ber 11, 2024,

During the legal sale
hours, the following
property, to wit:

The South 142.8 feet
of Lot I, Eastwood
Acres Subdivision, gi-
tuated in the Southeast
Quarter (SB/4) of Sec-
tion 19, Township 19
North, Range 8 West,
Louisiana, as per the
lat recorded In Map
00k 3, Page 139 of
Conveyance Records
of Webster Parish,
Louisiana, said portion
of Lot | containing
0.773 acres, more or
less,
shown as “Tract B”
on the Map of Survey
dated October 10,
2005 by Paul W.
Culpepper, P.L.8 4817,
recorded in Book 1004
at Page 287 of the
Conveyance Records
of Webster Parish,
Louisiana; as more
fully shown on the Map
of Survey dated July
23, 2009 by Benjamin
C. Wim, P. L. 5. 4778,
together with all build-
ings and improve-
ments located thereon
including the 2010
Clar\\/‘ton Independence,
38IND28443AH09
Manufactured / Modu-
lar Home bearin
ALFRH36913956A/B,
Hud/Tag
HWC40586600
recorded under Regis-
trg No, $16951 in Book
1099, Page 617 of the
Conveyance Records
of Webster Parish,
Louisiana.

0.
BRENT A. DISON 148
GREGORY CIRCLE
RIIIINDEN, 1A 71055

0.
SOLD SUBJECT TO
ANY SUPERIOR
LIENS, MORTGAGES
OR PRIVILEGES
THERETO.
Said property seized is
that of the defendant
and will be sold to
satisfy a judgment
rendered in our Honor-
able Court.
JASON R. PARKER
Sheriff & Ex-Officio
Auctioneer
Webster Parish,
Louisiana
Pam Brantley
Pam Brantley - Deputy

November 6, 2024

December 4, 2024
Minden Press Herald
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Solve the code to discover words related to home decorating.
Each number corresponds to a letter.
(Hint:22=1)

39

22 14 10 6 23 22 12 23

43

46

49

9 6 13 12 23 16 10 6

Buidsul ‘g s|plIBIDW "D 810J008P 'g JOLIBIUI 'Y :SIBMSUY

21 16 10 6 23 22 16 7 8 CLUES ACROSS
1. Central processing unit 29. Touches softly
4. Taxi 30. Mock
7. Body part 31. Red-brown Pacific sea bream
8. Papal court 32. Summer entertainment options
22 1 4 8 24 22 23 22 1 4 1 7 10. Young women making their ~ 39. Protective crust
public debuts 41. Cool!
12. Metal shackles 42. Behave in a way that belittles
13. Joseph’s wife 43. Denial
14. Licensed professional 44. A place to sleep
16. Partner to cheese 45. Electronic counter-
17. Mild fruits countermeasures
- 19. File format 46. Intestinal pouches
J 20. Province of Indonesia 48. SE Asia family of languages
21. Beloved grilled foods 49. Sound
25. Bar bill 50. Select
Fun By The 26. Don’t know when yet 51. Give the impression of dishonesty
Numbers 27. Whale ship captain 52. Witness
Like puzzles?
Then you’ll love
sudoku. This
mind-bending CLUES DOWN
puzzle will have
you hooked from 1. Of cadmium 27. A type of horse
2. Deliver a sermon 28. Possesses
the moment you 3. Inner regions of a shadow 29. Split pulses
square off, so 4. Aggressive dog 31. Small amount
sharpen your 5. Smells 32. Flat-bottomed riverboat
pencil and put 6. Twofold 33. Not good
your sudoku 8. Former OSS 34. Atomic #31
savvy to the test! 9. Computer language 35. Assist in committing a crime
11. Indian groom 36. Chauvinists
14. Automobile 37. Get away
15. Hairstyle 38. One of a people who speaks
18. Atomic #76 a Semitic language
19. Guy (slang) 39. Civil rights college organization
20. Ladies’ undergarments 40. Combustible dark rocks
Level: Beginner 22. Furniture with open shelves 44, Grocery container
Here’s How It Works: 23. Back-arc basin 47. Central nervous system

24. Partner to flow

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will

appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The Z
more numbers you hame, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle! O
FAREEA RARA RS L RAR |:
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A voice for

e»verg, child

Get an extro
25¢/gal cash back

Speeds up to :
100 Mbps with With over 4,000 Louisiana children in the The free UpSIde el eor‘ns el real
. . child welfare system, we need volunteers cash back, even on debit purchases.
EarthLlnk ereless more than ever. As a CASA volunteer, you
will make a life-changing difference for a
Home Internet child who has experienced abuse or Get the app and
Sign up today and neglect. Get involved today. use code print5_

www.louisianacasa.org

get a $100 gift card!* . 1.0
*Terms and conditions apply (@ Eqrth Llnk

Children & Offers vary by user and location. Terms and conditions apply. Go to Upside.com for details.
Family Services

x
Reliable Internet NOW! 855-936-5998 & : i
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bt BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Bossier Press-Tribune

Where Local Business Gets Done.

&0'"'9 Powerwash,

® - Service.©®

“CLEAN YOUR HOME
WITH POWER"”

e Houses ® Mobile Homes

BLJJ ROOFING
LARRY BURRELL - OWNER'
QRS

639-0090

"~ FREE
GRS !

)

747-3140

L’AVING.COM

oncrete Paving
Seal Coating

g/HLike us on

Your Local One Stop Home Improvement Contractor
* Licensed and Insured
For a FREE estimate, just give us a call!

IAbahamiBnuity Teddy Prultt

(318) 382-3272

€F find us on facebook @pruitthomerenovations

AliTec Plumbing LLC
"One call does it all"

Here to serve all your Plumbing,
Electrical, HVAC, Contracting, )
and Mechanical System Needs

AllTec Plumbing LLC MPL 4713, E/M 53297, HIC 556165, GC 882543, LMGF8166

318-243-1433

website: https://www.alltecplumbing.com/
_F find us on facebook

f alltecopps@gmail.com

Lic. Master Plumber 4306

(318) 382-3272

Pruitt Family Owned Business

Northeast
Louisiana

Storage Container Rental/Sales
Onsite storage available. 8’x20°
containers $79/mo. 8'x40’ containers
$99/mo. Same day or next day
delivery available.
Northeast Louisiana Containers LLC
318-503-6273 504-232-9904
nelacontainers@yahoo.com

Licensed & Insured Arhorists

THE

Tree

Minden, LA

Locally:Owned
& Operated

Jon Conway & Kevin Crawford
601 Howell St. ® Minden, LA 71055
Jon(318) 517-3069

Kevin (318) 780-0765

jon thetreeguys@gmail.com ¢ Like Us on Facebook @thetreeguys18

“Come Ride With Ug”

Webeter Parieh Police Jury
Office of Community Services

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

Medical appointments,
work, shopping, banking or
3 |visiting. From Springhill to
reveport and all pointe in
2 between we will get you
there with dependable,

courteous services.

Monthly

For information or to echedule a ride
3(8-377-7022 - Minden

3(8-539-5696 -Springhil BUS pa egee
Handicap & wheelchair accessible

Equal opportunity employee/services AUailable

Locally Owned & Operated

ROOFING

& Construction, LLC

Serving Minden
and surrounding
areas since 2004!

Free Estimates

owner Daniel SPEEI Phone (318) 371-0008

WATER PRODUCTION, TREATMENT,
AND DISTRIBUTION
GERTIFICATION TRAINING

Schedule information at:
websterparishwatertrainer.com

RICK BUCKNER, INSTRUCTOR
(318) 639-8310

FOUNDATION REPAIR &
HOUSE LEVELING, LLC

Pier & Beam
Specialist
e * We

* Houses
Leveled

e Pierand = -

Beam ! ‘ | ! -—)L,, repair
Repaired messSSSSS - moisture,
i ) ‘ J termite
* Wood A ey and
Floors e Water
Replaced z [&1 damage

Locally owned and operated
for over 30years

l 7545 Grimm Road
Shreveport, LA71107

Have you been thinking about

DIGITAL MARKETING?

Let us take the
guesswork out of it
with:

DiGiTaL Aps
LanbinG Paces
SaLes FunneLs

ReTarGeTING

ngen
U

Bossier Business
Suites

BBS

BOSSIER BUSINESS
SUITES

Central Bossier Location
Professional Co-Op Office Suites
$650+ all utilities included

Call for information 318-469-6296
@ Find us on Facebook at: Nttps:/lwww.facebook.com/bbs.properties.2023

MITCHELL

> Asphalt& Concrete Paving
> Dirt Work & Hauling
> Demolition

Contact Keithag™

s

Your Ad | Two Newspapers |
Two Websites | All Business

. [m] =31 [m]
inden

e

o

Looking to make some extra income, work
from home, be your own boss, be more
confident, build beautiful friendships, and
live your best life? If so, | encourage you to
join The Mary Kay Family! At the start up price
of just $35 you can accomplish ;

all of these things, like I did!

Just ask me how to get started!

318-423-1838 (O
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“Jlheeasiest way to send out your
2027!Christmas Cards to your Customers
and tojthank them for their patronage!

—
~—

&=—".This special also includes kid’s Letters To Santa! *

L, —
Ty

‘ -~
NN NN .
\,\\\ 5, \\\\ "l

Lo S \ ‘51_,/4\

&

- DON’T BE LEFT OUT
OF THIS SPECIAL SECTION!

Give Us A Call And We
Will Design a
Christmas Greeting Ad
Just for You!

— — Deadline: December 18th, 2024
—_ Publishes: December 25th, 2024

Nathan Mills Curtis Mays

Regional Advertising/Marketing Manager Advertising Consultant

(318) 377-1866 (318) 377-1866
nathan@press-herald.com advertising@press-herald.com

IMIINDEN

PRESS-HERALD

Covering Your News Daily.

203 Gleason Street
Minden, LA 71055
(318) 377-1866
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