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CHRISTMAS 2024

Christmas.in-Minden 2024: A festive weekend' despite the-G

STAFF REPORT
Minden Press-Herald

Christmas in Minden
2024, held December
13-15, brought holiday

cheer to the community,

undeterred by rain and
an unexpected visit from

the Grinch.

The City of Minden
kicked off the weekend
with the annual tree
lighting ceremony at
the Civic Center, but not
without drama. Earlier in
the week, the city report-
ed that the Grinch had
“kidnapped” Santa Claus
and a local dachshund

named Winnie, who re-
sembled the Grinch’s
dog, Max. The Grinch
threatened to keep them
unless the tree lighting
ceremony was canceled.
Thanks to the Minden
Police Department, both
Santa and Winnie were
rescued just in time, ar-

press-herald.com

rinch’s antics

riving with flashing blue
lights as the ceremony
was about to begin.

With Santa there to
throw the switch and
Winnie returned to her
owner, the tree could be
lit. “When we light the
tree, to us it represents
the Light of the world,

which is Jesus,” Mayor
Nick Cox shared during
the ceremony, empha-
sizing the event’s mean-
ing to the community.
The festive weekend
featured a wide array of
events, including Hot
Chocolate & Pastries
at Brick Street Coffee,

a Holiday Wine Walk
downtown (with pro-
ceeds benefiting a local
charity), the Presents on
Pearl Craft Vendor Mar-
ket, and the Reindeer
Games children’s area.
Highlights included the

See, CHRISTMAS, Page 3

GOVERNMENT

Synergy Sports proposes upgrades
to Minden REC Center to City Council

STAFF REPORT
Minden Press-Herald

Jason Boudrie, found-
er and CEO of Synergy
Sports, gave a presenta-
tion to the mayor and city
council to gauge their in-
terest in the prospect of
renovating the REC
Center to be able to
hold bigger sports
tournaments and
focus on bringing
in tourism to gen-
erate revenue. This
partnership would
lead to a balance
between the private
sector and the pub-
lic sector of the REC
Center. The private side
would focus on making
money from these tour-
naments that would draw
in a lot of people from out
of town. The civic side
would focus on develop-
ing and bolstering the ex-
isting programs that are
offered to local residents.

“We were asked to look
at what the impact would
be of sports on the Min-
den region if the sports
complex were going to
be renovated to be more

PENDER-
GRASS

of a tournament revenue
economic catalyst, sports
tourism-focused facility,
while still retaining a lot of
the great things you guys
do with local parks and
rec and the local commu-
nity,” said Boudrie.

“That’'s what our task
was, to figure out
if there is an op-
portunity to capi-
talize on sports
tourism and cre-
ate amazing fa-
cilities for local
youth and fami-
lies”

“Based on our
experience and
expertise, we be-
lieve that you can reno-
vate the sports complex
to be a sports tourism
asset and continue to be
a quality-of-life amenity
for the community, with-
out having to come out of
pocket or out of general
funds to support any of
those costs.”

Boudrie stated that a
diamond facility in Min-
den could attract families
from up to five and a half
hours away on average,
reaching as far as Hous-

ton. Councilman Andy
Pendergrass agreed, giv-
ing a personal perspective
from their son’s all-star
team’s recent trip to the
World Series in Missis-
sippi.

“I would've eye-rolled
this ayear ago and said no
way people would come
from Dallas or all these
places. They would come,
100%,” said Pendergrass.

“My son'’s little all-star
team had just come out
of Minden, they made the
World Series in Laurel,
Mississippi. The World
Series was in Laurel,
which is about the size of
Minden. We had to stay
in Hattiesburg, and Lau-
rel’s got way more places
to stay than Minden does.
That was about a $3000
ordeal, and that was one
family, and we're talking
about 500 families in the
area, for one weekend.

“This is real, there is
merit to this, and we do
not have enough hotels,
restaurants, and gas sta-
tions to accommodate
what this would call to our

See, SPORTS, Page 3

WPSB

Webster Parish School Board
tables controversial sick leave
policy for further review

WILL PHILLIPS
Minden Press-Herald

Forethought Consult-
ing presented several
policy proposals to the
Webster Parish School
Board for consideration.
Out of more than twen-
ty policies, the school
board approved all but
one, tabling the policy
related to employee sick
leave and the school sys-
tem’s sick leave bank.

The proposed policy
would require employ-
ees to have more than
fifty sick days in order to
donate their sick days to
other employees.

“This policy, as it
stands and as it’s writ-
ten, does not reflect the
values of Webster Parish.
It imposes limitations
on how employees can
use their sick leave,” said
Bernard Friday, who
represents the Webster
Federation of Teachers
and School Employees.
“Forethought  brought
this policy to you all, as
well as to many other

districts. It's up to you,
along with your lawyers,
to tailor it to your needs.
It could be a better policy
that addresses the needs
of your people”

School Board Attorney
Jon Guice provided per-
spective on the policy,
explaining that its intent
was to encourage em-
ployees to save their sick
days and avoid donat-
ing them until they have
enough to sustain them-
selves.

“Somewhere in the
middle is probably
where we'll end up. The
concern is that if em-
ployees start giving away
their sick leave days,
they may deplete their
own balance and leave
themselves without sup-
port when they need it.
Then they’ll have to rely
on the sick leave bank.
The goal is to find a bal-
ance where employees
protect themselves as
well,” said Guice.

Business Director
for the school board,
Crevonne Odom, also
shared her thoughts on

the policy, noting that it
would help prevent em-
ployees from feeling co-
erced into donating their
sick days to others.

“A lot of times, people
are coerced or pres-
sured into giving up
their days for others,
and then they're left
without enough to cover
themselves if something
happens. The thought
process was that if you
have fifty or more days,
you can donate. But if
you have fewer than fifty
days, sound judgment
would suggest keeping
those days for yourself,”
said Odom. “Fifty days
can go very, very quick-
ly when you're dealing
with recuperation or re-
habilitation, which can
last anywhere from six to
eight weeks”

Ultimately, the board
decided to table the mat-
ter for further discus-
sion. It’s likely that the
policy will be revised
and reintroduced at the
next school board meet-
ing.
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EMPLOYEE OF THE MONTH

WPSB Employee of the M

WILL PHILLIPS
Minden Press-Herald

The recipient of the
Employee of the Month
for the Webster Parish
School Board during their
monthly meeting for De-
cember was Ametrica
Jones, a teacher at North
Webster Upper Elemen-
tary School. The award

was presented by Kevin

Thompson of Taylor and
Sons.

“Mrs. Jones always goes
above and beyond for her
students and coworkers.
She always takes the ini-
tiative by finding fun and
creative ways to promote
a positive learning envi-
ronment, one example is
her Wacky Wednesday,’

said Thompson.

“I view Mrs. Jones as
my mentor. She played
an important role in wel-
coming me and guiding
me into the teacher I am
today. She is one of the
most organized and hard-
working people I know.
She shows acts of kind-
ness to teachers by giving
small gifts to remind them

they are very important.”

LI
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NLTCC

Graduates shine at NLTCC's second Power Line Worker Rodeo

Special to the Minden Press-Herald

Northwest  Louisiana
Technical =~ Community
College (NLTCC) held its
second Power Line Work-
er Rodeo on December
12, 2024, at the Shreve-
port campus. The event
highlighted the skills of
the graduating line work-
er students, giving them
a platform to showcase
what they've learned
throughout the program.

During the rodeo, stu-
dents demonstrated a
bell change out, switch
change out, pin change
out, and participated in
a timed Hurtman Rescue
race. The graduating class
includes Brad Branch, Ty-
ler Moore, Noah Wilson,
Kerry Alex, Zack White,
Karson Hartsell, and Aar-
on Sawangsri.

Led by James Barlow,
an instructor and AEP
SWEPCO alumni, the
Power Line Worker Pro-
gram at NLTCC equips
students with technical
skills while fostering a
strong sense of responsi-
bility and community ser-
vice. Through hands-on
training and immersive
learning experiences, stu-
dents develop the confi-
dence and competence
required to excel in the
demanding profession of
linework. Students in the

program earn a number
of credentials, including
their Class A CDL (Com-
mercial Driver’s License)
and CPR certification.

“Our program is all
about putting the skills
and the certifications
within reach of Ark-La-
Tex students to enhance
their overall employabil-
ity and ensure they are
job ready,” said Dr. Jayda
Spillers, NLTCC Chancel-
lor. “We believe we have
the opportunity to deliver
a program that meets the
needs of our local resi-
dents and employers.”

The next class for the
Power Line Worker pro-
gram begins in August
2025. Entrance require-
ments include being 18
years old, having a cur-
rent driver’s license, un-
dergoing a DOT physical,
having a high school di-
ploma or equivalent, and
not fearing working at
high elevations. Addition-
ally, applicants must pass
a DOT drug screen, with
associated costs covered
by the student. For more
information, visit nltcc.
edu.

NLTCC is proud to be
the only provider of line
worker training in North-
west Louisiana, offering
a pathway to a rewarding
career in this vital indus-

try.

COMMUNITY

DAR introduces six new members

Special to the Minden Press-Herald

The Dorcheat-Bistineau
Chapter DAR met on No-
vember 2 at the Webster
Parish Library. Hostesses
for this month’s meet-
ing were Cindy Madden,
Caldwell Colvin,
Nancy Procell. Six new

and

members were intro-
duced to our chapter.
Julia Allen: her patriot
ancestor is Corporal John
Gill, who was born in
1754 in Craven Co, South
Carolina. He served in the
South Carolina Militia in
Col. William Thompson’s
3rd Regiment in 1778. He
died in 1828 in Lawrence
Co, Mississippi.
Samantha Lewis and
her

Schumacher: their patriot

daughter Brianna
ancestor is Capt. John Wil-
ley, who was born on Oct
11, 1732 in Hartford Co,
Connecticut. During the
Revolution, he served as
a Captain in Col. Joseph
Spencer’s Regiment dur-
ing the Lexington Alarm.
The Lexington Alarm was
an urgent call to arms that
spread throughout the
colonies on April 19, 1775,
signaling the start of the

Revolutionary War.

Shannon McFate: her
patriot ancestor is Aaron
Vincent, who was born
around 1747 in North
Carolina. During the
Revolution, he served as
a Constable and Justice
of the Peace in Johnston
County, North Carolina,
and he registered for mili-
tary service in 1781. He
died in Johnston County
in 1791.

Susie Reynolds: her pa-
triot ancestor is Jeremiah
York, who was born June
22,1762 in Virginia. In his
Revolutionary War pen-
sion application, he stat-
ed that he joined the army
in 1780 and was stationed
at Fort Pitt, which is now
Pittsburgh. He served as
a Private in Capt. Uriah
Springer’s 8th Regiment
of the Continental Line.
Jeremiah died on Sep-
tember 10, 1835 in Perry
County, Indiana.

Tammy Trainor: her pa-
triot ancestor is Abraham
Southard, who was born
on August 5, 1758 in New
Jersey. He served during
the Revolution as a Pri-
vate in Captain Mott’s 3rd
Battalion in the Continen-

tal Line. Captain Mott’s

battalion was involved in
various actions, including
harassing British forces
during British foraging
expeditions in New Jer-
sey. Abraham died at the
age of 96 in Ohio.

The new members were
presented by Chapter
Registrar and Historian
Donna Sutton, and were
given the Oath of Mem-
bership by Chapter Chap-
lain Kathy Johnson. Each
new member was pre-
sented with a gift bag. Af-
ter the ceremony, Chap-
ter Regent Cindy Madden
gave a presentation to
show new members how
to access and use the
DAR national
Because DAR is a service

website.

organization, it is impor-
tant for members to log
their monthly volunteer
service hours. The web-
site also has a genealogy
section with a wealth of
records and information
including genealogy in-
structional videos called
Genie Clips, copies of
members’ Bible records,
transcribed Revolution-
ary War records, and
proven lineages to Revo-
lutionary War patriots.

CRIME

Texas women arrested for cruelty to juveniles

STAFF REPORT
Minden Press-Herald

Officers from the Min-
den Police Department
were dispatched in ref-
erence to a disturbance
that was reported in
the 800 block of Center
Street. Once officers ar-
rived on the scene, they
made contact with The-
resa Muse.

“Muse stated her and
her daughter ... got into
an argument and fell and

hit her head on the table.
Muse stated she held
(her daughter) and tried
to calm her down,” the
booking report stated.

Police noted in the
arrest report that Muse
had evidence of mul-
tiple defensive wounds
on her, including scratch
marks on her chest, ared
scratch on her head, and
her nose was red and
purple like she had been
hit in the nose.

The daughter later
gave officers a different
perspective on the event,
stating, “her and T. Muse
got into an argument.
(The daughter stated that
T. Muse slapped her and
she fell and hit the table”

Muse was arrested on
charges of cruelty to ju-
veniles and transported
to the Minden Police
Department while await-
ing transportation to the
BDCC.

EMPLOYMENT TYPE:
PUBLIC HEALTH NURSE /
CAREGIVER

JOB HOUR PER DAY: 5 HOURS
SALARY: $30.00 PER HOUR.
WORKING HOURS : DAYS FLEXIBLE
DUTIES: Medication reminders,
Maybe a meal prep,
Some Light House Cleaning,
Personal Care and Transfers.

CONCERNED JOB-SEEKER SHOULD
REDIRECT MESSAGE TO
(perezwsalgado@gmail.com)
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Digna Castro

Itis with heavy hearts that we an-
nounce the passing of Digna Cas-
tro, a beloved sister, mother, grand-
mother, and friend. Digna entered
into rest peacefully, surrounded by
love, on December 9th, 2024, leav-
ing behind a legacy of kindness,
strength, and unwavering devotion

to her family.

Born on October 19th, 1945, Digna was a beacon of

love, wisdom, and generosity to all who knew and loved
her. Sheis survived by her three siblings, Esther Castro,

Chithim (Tina) Maldonado, and Gloria Castro, her four

children, Diana Ortiz, Doris Margarita Ortiz (Crespo),
Elizabeth Toledo (Laput), and Alberto Sanchez, and
her twelve grandchildren, twenty great grandchildren,
and one great-great grandchild. They will all carry for-

ward her lessons of compassion, resilience, and the im-

portance of family.

Digna’s life was defined by her generosity, warmth,
and her famously sharp mind. Whether through her
encouraging words, loving presence, or the countless
moments she dedicated to her loved ones, she touched
the lives of many. Her strength in the face of life’s chal-
lenges was an inspiration to everyone around her.

Her memory will continue to live on in the hearts and
minds of her siblings, children, grandchildren, and the
abundant friends and family members who were fortu-

nate to know her.

Digna was mourned privately by her immediate fam-
ily as she wished. Friends and family are encouraged
to honor her memory and find comfort by sharing the
stories of her various adventures, life lessons, and the
enduring bonds she created among those whom she

knew and loved.

Long will you be loved and remembered, Digna Cas-

tro.

WPPJ

WPPJ approves 2025 budget, discusses
constitutional amendment impacts

AMBER MCDOWN
Minden Press-Herald

The Webster Parish Po-
lice Jury (WPPJ) held its
regular meeting on De-
cember 3 at the Court-
house Annex. Board
members Beverly Ken-
non, Allen Gilbert, and
Adam Lee were absent,
and all agenda items were
approved unanimously.
The meeting began with
a public hearing to in-
vite comments on the
proposed 2025 budget.
No comments were of-
fered, and the budget,
along with accompany-
ing notes, was approved
following the routine ap-
proval of invoices and
committee reports.

The jury made several
appointments and reap-
pointments during the
meeting. Melinda David-
son was approved as di-
rector of the WPPJ Office
of Community Services
for 2025 and granted sig-
nature authorization on
behalf of the organiza-
tion. Mickey Chandler
was appointed to serve
a two-year term on the
board of Webster Parish
Fire District #7, with the
term expiring December
31, 2026. Sara McDaniel,

Kyle Robertson, and Ra-
chel Longfellow Miller
were appointed to two-
year terms on the Webster
Parish Convention & Visi-
tors Commission board,
starting January 1, 2025.

Reappointments in-
cluded Lisa C. Balkom,
Jim Bonsall, and Col. Carl
Thompson to one-year
terms on the Pine Coun-
try Education District
board. Brian Williams
and Tynesa Grigsby were
reappointed to four-year
terms on the Webster
Parish Communications
District board. Linda
Watson was reappointed
to the Webster Parish Li-
brary board for a five-year
term, and Nancy Hines
was appointed to replace
Jim Bonsall on the same
board.

In other business, the
jury approved Resolution
008-2024 to call for an
election in Fire Protection
District No. 2 (Sibley) on
March 29, 2025. This elec-
tion will allow voters to
decide on the renewal of a
special tax.

Several community
leaders shared updates
on local developments.
Groundbreaking has be-
gun for a new library in

Doyline, while the 911 dis-
patch center has reported
an increase in hangup
calls. The assessor’s office
is busy managing proper-
ty tax collections ahead of
the end of the year. Shaki-
ra Williams from the LSU
Ag/Extension Office an-
nounced several upcom-
ing activities, including a
gingerbread decorating
event on December 18.
The office is also accept-
ing applications for paid
summer internships, with
a March 7, 2025 deadline.
Other opportunities in-
clude an open position
for a SNAP Ed instruc-
tor and new participants
for the Master Gardeners
program.

State Adam
Bass addressed the jury
to share updates from the
recent legislative special
session. He noted that a
proposed constitutional
amendment, set for a
March 2025 vote, could
provide financial ben-
efits to Webster Parish. If
passed, the amendment
would include permanent
pay raises for teachers of
up to $2,000 and double
the standard deduction
for seniors to $12,000.
Other changes would in-

Senator

clude the removal of the
franchise tax, a reduction
of personal income tax to
3%, a corporate income
tax rate of 5.5%, and an
increase in sales tax to
5%. Bass highlighted the
amendment’s provisions
for severance tax revenue,
which would uncap funds
for entities like the Web-
ster Parish Police Jury.

A key element of the
amendment
lithium deposits recently
discovered in the par-
ish. Under the proposed
changes, the
split from these deposits
would shift from 80/20
in favor of the state to an
even 50/50 split, with po-
tential for significant local
empha-
sized his commitment to

involves

revenue

revenue. Bass
localized
stating, “My goal is to
make government more
localized, and I think that,
the smaller that we get,
the more those needs are
not only known but often-

government,

times met.

The WPP] meets on
the first Tuesday of each
month at 10:30 AM in the
Courthouse Annex lo-
cated at 401 Main Street.
The public is encouraged
to attend.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2024 | 3

DEPENDABLE CAREGIVER
SEEKING WORK.

Have references if needed.
Call 318-224-3813
or 318-268-8842.

Leave message if no answer.

SPORTS

Continued from Page 1

town currently.”

This led the conversa-
tion into how the devel-
opment of a tourism-
focused sports facility
could be a driving force
to inspire other develop-
ments to take place lo-
cally. The idea was that,
if businesses knew that
Minden would see high
turnouts for their tour-
naments, they would be
more likely to develop
more businesses like
hotels, restaurants, gas
stations, etc.

“Development needs
a catalyst. Development
doesn’t just happen.
There has to be a reason
for a hotel. There are
very few things outside
of building an amuse-
ment park or a water
park that are going to
bring in more visitors
and have more econom-
ic impact than sports,
especially youth sports,’
said Boudrie. “Once that
catalyst is activated,
that's going to lead to
that secondary develop-
ment, along the service
road”

“More  importantly,
it's going to support the
local businesses that are
already there. When you
have a couple hundred
thousand people com-
ing and staying in the re-
gion, that’s more money
coming into the region
in local businesses and
national businesses,
and everything from a
Starbucks to a sporting
goods store that now
wants to be located
there.”

Making the necessary
renovations to the REC
Center wouldn’t come

cheap, with ballpark
estimations of the cost
adding up to $15 mil-
lion. However, Boud-
rie was confident that
the revenue generated
would be able to offset
this cost and even lead
to Minden seeing a re-
turn on their investment
within the first year.

“What this financial
model for operations
tells us is that the facility
revenue can support the
facility’s operating ex-
penses,” said Bourdrie.
“So we're not in a situ-
ation where expenses,
like it currently is, ex-
ceed revenue, because
it's more of a public
amenity and the city is
subsidizing those oper-
ating expenses to cover
the loss.”

“By renovating the
fields and bringing in
these tournaments, we
can produce positive
cash flow from opera-
tions, and return some
of this cash flow to the
city”

Not even considering
the additional taxes that
are coming into Minden
because of the spend-
ing, we get to about $1.1
million in available rev-
enue. The debt service
on that amount is about
$750,000 which, if you
do that math, will return
about $350,000 to the
city in the first year.

The council found
the presentation from
Boudrie to be promis-
ing, and while nothing
is set in stone as of yet,
they did agree to further
discuss the prospect af-
ter Synergy Sports works
on a more detailed offi-
cial proposal in the near
future.

CHRISTMAS

Continued from Page 1

Holiday Trail of Lights
Hayride, which welcomed
about 550 riders from
Minden and beyond, and

a fireworks display light-

ing up the sky.

Saturday’s activities
continued with a Fes-
tive Christmas Brunch at

Geaux Fresh, a Kids Hot

Chocolate Bar at First

Methodist Church, pho-
tos with Santa & Mrs.
Claus at Shug’s Minden,
and ornament crafting
at the Dorcheat Muse-

um. The Christmas Pa-

rade, themed “Candy-
land Christmas,” wound
through downtown, con-
cluding with the parade
awards.

On Sunday, the week-

end wrapped up with the
Christmas Tour of Homes,
offering  attendees a
glimpse of the season’s

spirit through beautifully

decorated residences.

EN

—

Minden’s resilience
and holiday spirit shone
brightly throughout
the weekend, ensuring
Christmas in Minden

2024 was a festive success.
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OPINION

Foresight of Gov. Kathleen Blanco
Leads to Meta/Facebook Facility

I was thrilled to read that
Meta (Facebook) had se-
lected Holly Ridge in Rich-
land Parish (near Monroe,
Louisiana) as the site of its
planned $10 billion Artifi-
cial Intelligence data cen-
ter. Governor Jeff Landry
stated that “this investment
is a game changer for our
state” He further noted
“this project is expected to
be the largest private capital
investment in the state’s his-
tory.” Wow!

However, this tremendous
success is nearly two de-
cades in the making.

In 2006, I was serving in
D.C. as Chief of Staff for U.S.
Congressman Rodney Alex-
ander (no relation). One of
the many projects Congress-
man Alexander was working
on was assisting Governor
Kathleen Blanco with pre-
paring the Holly Ridge, Lou-
isiana mega site location in
Congressman Alexander’s
5th Congressional District.

The late Governor Blanco
recognized early on that
this large piece of land, situ-
ated as it was on Interstate
20 and within the proximity
of Interstate 49 in Shreve-
port, could provide an ideal
location for some major
industry. So, Gov. Blanco
pushed her Department of
Economic Development to
focus on getting the land
certified as “site ready.” She
then sought potential suit-
ors and led an economic
development trip to Asia for
that purpose. (During her
tenure, one of Gov. Blanco’s

signature achievements was
landing Union Tank Car Co.
in Alexandria, LA, also in
Congressman Alexander’s
congressional district).

Governor Blanco invited
Congressman Alexander to
accompany her on the Asia
trip, but he was unable to
do so due to several major
votes in Congress as well
as critical
votes on
the House
Appro-
priations
Commit-
tee, on
which he
sat. He
simply
couldn’t
afford to
be away.
So, I vol-
unteered
to travel with Governor
Blanco in support of the 5th
Congressional District.

What a trip.

One event involved Gov-
ernor Blanco and our group
meeting with the Vice Presi-
dent of Toyota Motor Com-
pany. I remember being
briefed on the way over that
the Japanese people are a
shy, highly respectful peo-
ple and not to be loud or
overly expressive in the typi-
cal American and Louisiana
way! However, Coach Ray-
mond Blanco, the Gover-
nor’s husband, departed our
plane and immediately pro-
vided a bear hug to the lead-
er of the greeting party at the
airport who seemed at first

ROYAL
ALEXANDER

taken aback but then smiled
warmly. I got the feeling we
were not the first Americans
who had not adhered to the
“hands off” protocol.

Toyota appeared genu-
inely receptive to our pitch
and had a number of ques-
tions for Gov. Blanco and
her economic development
team, headed by Michael
Olivier, who was well pre-
pared. I remember my one
utterance was to tell the VP
of Toyota that “there really is
no place as special as Loui-
siana and no potential plant
site as promising for Toyota
as our Holly Ridge site.” (I
also note the years of lobby-
ing by economic developer,
Tana Trichel, to bring this
project to fruition).

Next, we headed to Bei-
jing, China. I noticed that
the moment we had gotten
into Chinese air space all our
phones and electronic de-
vices said “China” on them.
I realized that our devices
were likely being monitored
by the Chinese communist
government.

In Beijing, we toured sev-
eral major industries. I was
reminded that in a commu-
nist country there is no need
for permits, environmental
impact statements or any
other delays. Once the gov-
ernment decided a project
was needed, it was under-
taken and completed. One
evening we were invited to
a formal dinner. I sat down
and looked around. It struck
me that I had never be-
fore, and likely never would

again, eat dinner in a room
full of communists. It was
surreal. I remember Gov.
Blanco and her staff enthu-
siastically pitching, through
interpreters, Louisiana gen-
erally and our mega site lo-
cation specifically.

Gov. Blanco emphasized
that Louisiana would be a
great business partner and
would offer very competi-
tive economic incentives to
Chinese companies that lo-
cated to Louisiana. I felt the
Chinese leadership at the
table were listening closely.

Returning home, I was
hopeful about the prospect
of Asian investment in Loui-
siana, and especially at the
Holly Ridge site. That didn’t
happen at that time but the
extensive preparation that
went into getting the prop-
erty “site ready” is what
made this decision possible
by Meta. Without the fore-
sight of Governor Blanco
and the unconditional sup-
port of Congressman Alex-
ander, this decision by Meta
could not have occurred.

I also salute Governor
Landry and his staff for do-
ing the work necessary to
cross the finish line of this
unprecedented economic
victory for Louisiana.

SHREVEPORT ATTORNEY, ROYAL
ALEXANDER, WORKED IN D.C. IN THE
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FOR
NEARLY 8 YEARS FOR TWO DIFFERENT
MEMBERS OF CONGRESS FROM
LOUISIANA.

INSPIRATION

Christmas Evokes Memories From 1955

Christmas evokes many
memories because children
thrive on make believe, know-
ing Santa Claus will come
whether they have reason to
believe in him or not.. (In 1975
when we lived near Cleveland,
Ark., our two older children
remember the night that they
heard sleigh bells ringing, not
knowing it was me pulling out
toys from under the house near
the spot where the old whis-
key still once stood. I was eight
months pregnant at the time)

As a child I believed in Santa
Claus even though we were
told he didn’t exist. One time I
crept outside and placed a pa-
per grocery bag on the porch,
knowing he dared not step in-
side. Even though it remained
empty I continued to believe.

One of my sweetest Christ-
mas memories occurred in
1955 when I was in the first
grade. There were two little
girls, Marilyn and Blythe Ep-
perly. Their parents owned
an IGA country store in South
West City, Mo., They lived over
the store as was the custom
years ago.

The girls came with their
mom to our house with two

dolls for my sister and myself.
Those gifts planted wonder that
led me to locate Marilyn and
Blythe fifty years later because
they moved back to Nashville,
Tennessee,
on  Mari-
lyn’s eighth
birthday in
1956.

Being a
sleuth, I had
little trou-
ble finding
them  be-
cause I re-
membered
their fa-
ther’s name
from S0

SARAH
HUDSON
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many years ago.

To my surprise, she and her
younger sister Blythe remem-
bered the gifts that their moth-
er brought to us. I assumed the
dolls were from their store —
not so. Marilyn explained that
their parents felt that they had
received too many gifts from
family members and requested
the girls choose a doll to give
to us because they sensed our
need. She went on to say that
the reason their family moved
was they could barely make a

living in our rural area so they
understood what doing with-
out might mean.

What a sweet ending to the
story as we rekindled child-
hood friendships. Marilyn
added with fondness then that
she fantasized running away to
come back to see her friends
as she watched her baby sister
LuEllen sleeping on the back
seat of the car in a baby bed in-
side a huge Jello box from their
country store but Marilyn soon
learned that God had a hand in
their move because their mom
had emergency heart surgery
that could never have been
performed in our rural area.

One of the best gifts we can
give others as well as ourselves
may be listening with the heart,
of loving another uncondition-
ally and without judgment.
Some friendships come easily
because we are magnetically
drawn to others as we find soul
mates and kindred spirits but
sometimes friendships require
courage, of making the first
move, of picking up the phone
to call, to extend oneself as we
make ourselves vulnerable but
the price is worth the effort be-
cause life would be dull with-

out friends who know who we
really are.

Having lost close friends I'm
reminded that this life is not
forever and thatif we wantto do
something for a friend or rela-
tive we better do it now lest we
live in regret of wasted oppor-
tunities -- besides we just can’t
have too many friends whether
they are older or younger than
ourselves.

We can never replace de-
parted friends but life can still
be beautiful as we respond to
friends God places within our
paths.

The Bible still says “as iron
sharpens iron so a man’s coun-
tenance sharpens his friends
countenance.”

Friends add a glow to our
face and put a sparkle to our
eyes.

One dear departed friend,
Joyce Duke Moore,quoted an
unknown source who wrote
“our friends help us test the
water.

Luciano De Crescenzo wrote
“we are angels with only one
wing and we can only fly em-
bracing each other”

CONTACT SARAH AT SARAHP@AOL.COM

203 GLEASON STREET

A Season of Presence:

As we approach Christ-
mas, the final days leading
up to the holiday are often
filled with a whirlwind of
activities. We rush to fin-
ish shopping, wrap gifts,
prepare meals, and attend
gatherings. But in the
midst of all this hustle, it’s
easy to lose sight of what
truly matters—the time
spent with our loved ones
and the deeper meaning
of the season.

This week, I want to en-
courage everyone tobe ful-
ly present with their fami-
lies. It's easy to get caught
up in the stress of the
holidays, feeling the pres-
sure to make everything

DAVID
SPECHT

perfect. But let's remem-
ber, Christmas isn’t about
perfectly wrapped pres-
ents or flawlessly executed
meals—it’s
about love,
connec-
tion, and
celebrat-
ing the gift
of Christ’s
birth.

T h e
magic  of
Christmas
is found in the simple
moments: the laughter
shared around the table,
the joy of seeing a child’s
face light up when they
open a gift, and the quiet

Embracing the Magic of Christmas

moments spent together
reflecting on the year gone
by. These are the moments
that fill our hearts with
warmth and gratitude. It’s
easy to forget, amid the
whirlwind of preparation,
that the beauty of Christ-
mas lies notin what we do,
but in who we’re with and
what we share.

Atthe heart of Christmas
is the birth of Jesus, the
ultimate gift of love and
hope for the world. As we
celebrate His arrival, let’s
pause and reflect on what
that means for us. Jesus’
birth reminds us of the
importance of humility,
compassion, and grace. It

reminds us that the most
precious gifts in life—love,
family, and faith—are free
and everlasting. When we
keep this perspective, it
becomes easier to let go of
the stress and distractions
that can cloud our holiday
season.

This Christmas, I en-
courage you to slow down
and truly savor the mo-
ments. Let the magic of
the season remind you of
what’s truly important.
Whether you're surround-
ed by family, friends, or
enjoying quiet moments
alone, take time to appre-
ciate the present. As we
reflect on the birth of Je-

sus, let it be a reminder to
cherish the blessings we
have, to love one another
well, and to share the spir-
it of Christmas with those
around us.

Wishing you a season of
peace, love, and joy. May
you find the true magic of
Christmas in the moments
spent with those you love
and in the heart of the sea-
son itself.

DAVID SPECHT IS PRESIDENT

OF SPECHT NEWSPAPERS, INC.,
PUBLISHER OF THE MINDEN PRESS-
HERALD, BOSSIER PRESS-TRIBUNE,
AND BIZ MAGAZINE.
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HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL

Minden Holiday Classic set to begin

24 teams to vie for titles in 33rd annual tournament

RUSSELL HEDGES
Minden Press-Herald

The 33rd annual Brown
Service Center Minden Holi-
day Classic gets underway
Wednesday.

The tournament features
12 boys and 12 girls teams.
Games will be played at Min-
den High, the Minden Rec
Center and Webster Junior
High. Friday’s winners’ brack-
et semifinals and Saturday’s
consolation finals and champi-
onship games will all be played
at Minden High.

There will be a new cham-
pion in the boys division. Cal-
vary Baptist defeated Ringgold

Neither are in this year’s field.
Minden, which is off to
a 7-0 start, is a favorite. The
Crimson Tide take on Jones-
boro-Hodge (2-6) Wednesday
at 8 p.m. with the winner ad-
vancing to the semifinals.
Lakeside (1-5), Arcadia (1-
2), Homer (2-0) and North-
wood (4-7) are in the top half
of the bracket with Minden.
Parkway (6-5) and Lincoln
Prep (6-2) are threats to reach
the championship game.
Gibsland-Coleman (9-
3), which has lost to Min-
den twice, is another team to
watch in the bottom half of the
bracket which also includes
Loyola (3-5), Green Oaks (7-

(7-3).

Minden defeated Camden
Fairview 62-35 in the champi-
onship game of the Don Stahl
Memorial Tournament on
Nov. 23 at Lakeside.

Arcadia, which won the
non-select Division IV state
title last season, is back to de-
fend its girls championship.
The Lady Hornets defeated
Minden 50-33 in last year’s
title game.

Arcadia is 9-3. One of its
losses was to Camden Fair-
view 37-35 in the champion-
ship game of the Don Stahl
Memorial Tournament.

The Lady Hornets face
Simsboro (7-7) Wednesday

vancing to the semifinals.

If Arcadia wins, the Lady
Hornets could get a rematch
with Camden Fairview (10-3).

The Lady Bulldogs take
on Gibsland-Coleman (7-6)
in the first round. The win-
ner faces the winner between
North Caddo (1-4) and Green
Oaks (1-8) in the quarterfi-
nals.

Minden (5-4) plays Jones-
boro-Hodge (4-5) Wednesday
at 6:40 with the winner ad-
vancing to the semifinals.

Lakeside (1-7), Loyola (o-
7), Mansfield (3-7) and Homer
(2-4) are also in the top half of
the bracket.

Note: Records are through

Wednesday’s games

AT MINDEN HIGH
Arcadia vs. Simsboro (girls), 4
Parkway vs. Loyola (boys), 5:20
Minden vs. Jonesboro-Hodge (girls), 6:40
Minden vs. Jonesboro-Hodge (boys). 8
AT MINDEN REC CENTER

Mansfield vs. Homer (girls), 4
Homer vs. Northwood (boys), 5:20
Lakeside vs. Loyola (girls), 6:40
Lakeside vs. Arcadia (boys), 8

AT WEBSTER JUNIOR HIGH
North Caddo vs. Green Oaks (girls), 4
Camden vs. Green Oaks (boys), 5:20
Camden vs. Gibsland-Coleman (girls), 6:40

52-43 in last year’s title game.

5) and Camden Fairview, Ark.

at 4 p.m. with the winner ad-

Sunday.

Lincoln Prep vs. Gibsland-Coleman (boys), 8

HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL

Glenbrook looking for new head coach

RUSSELL HEDGES
Minden Press-Herald

Glenbrook Head Coach
Reagan Smith has stepped
down after two seasons.

Glenbrook Athletic Di-
rector James Thurman
made the announcement
last week on the Glenbrook
School Facebook page.

Smith’s record was 14-
7. The Apaches went 8-3 in
2023 and 6-4 in 2024.

Glenbrook made the
playoffs both seasons, fall-
ing in the second round in
2023 and first last season.

The Apaches finished
tied for second in Dis-
trict 1-1A this season be-
hind undefeated Haynes-
ville, which fell to South
Plaquemine in the non-se-
lect Division IV champion-
ship game.

“Coaching at Glenbrook
and working with these
great kids has been incred-
ibly rewarding. I'll always
be proud of our two years
of winning records,” Smith
wrote in a Facebook post.
“Tll also enjoy keeping
track of the team in years to
come. As for me, I'm very
excited for what’s next!”

COURTESY PHOTO

Reagan Smith stepped down last week after two seasons as head coach at Glenbrook.

Smith replaced David
Feaster following the first
season Glenbrook was eli-
gible for the playoffs.

“Glenbrook School is of-
ficially beginning the search
for a new head coach to lead
its football program into
the 2025 season,” Thurman
wrote in his announcement.
“After thoughtful discus-
sions, Coach Reagan Smith
and Glenbrook have mutu-

ally agreed to part ways.
We are grateful for Coach
Smith’s contributions to
our program and wish him
the very best in his future
endeavors.

“With this transition,
Glenbrook is looking for a
passionate and experienced
leader to continue building
on the foundation of suc-
cess and excellence within
our football program.”

Thurman is accept-
ing applications for head
coach.

“Anyone interested in
applying is encouraged to
reach out directly via email
at jthurman@glenbrook-
school.com,” he wrote.

“We are excited about
the future of Glenbrook
Football and look forward
to finding the next great
leader for our Apaches.”

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

[Louisiana Tech
to play in I-Bowl

STAFF REPORTS
Minden Press-Herald

The Louisiana Tech
Bulldogs have replaced
Marshall in the 2024 Ra-
diance Technologies Inde-
pendence Bowl.

Tech (5-7) will face
Army West Point (11-2) in
the game set for Dec. 28 at
8:15 p.m. on ESPN.

Sun Belt Conference
champion Marshall was
announced as Army West
Point’s opponent on Dec.
8.

That same day, then
Marshall head coach
Charles Huff was an-
nounced as the new head
coach at Southern Miss.

Soon after that Mar-
shall players began enter-
ing the transfer portal. As
of Sunday, more than 30
had done so, according to
media reports.

Last Saturday, Mar-
shall announced it was
opting not to play in the
bowl game because of play-
er unavailability.

Louisiana Tech fin-
ished fifth in Conference
USA. The Bulldogs lost
three games in overtime.
All seven losses were by 10
points or less.

Tech put itself in this
position by winning two of
its last three games, a 12-7
upset victory at WKU and
a 33-0 shutout win against
Kennesaw State in the reg-
ular season finale.

“We are excited to ac-
cept the opportunity to
play in the Radiance Tech-
nologies  Independence
Bowl against a fantastic
and storied program as
Army,” Vice President and
Director of Athletics Ryan
Ivey said.

“I believe our football
program is moving toward
positive structure and the
opportunity to play in this
bowl adds to that momen-
tum. We are looking for-
ward to being in Shreve-
port for this matchup.”

The Bulldogs will be
going bowling for the first
time since 2020.

OUTDOORS

Winter weather means bird feeding time

GLYNN HARRIS

The weather is starting
to turn cold, skies are gray
and we're finding ourselves
looking for a warm fire and
a good meal. There’s noth-
ing like settling down in
front of the fireplace in a
favorite recliner with a hot
cup of coffee or hot choco-
late to take the edge off the
weather.

While you're sitting in
that recliner by the fire, take
a peek outside towards your
back yard. Chances are,
you'll see a kaleidoscope of
flitting color as songbirds
scratch and hurry about
looking for something to
sustain them during this
cold weather. Birds are
adaptable little creatures.
They can usually scratch
out enough bugs and seeds
to keep their little heat-
ers going. However, when
there is snow or ice on the
ground, or when it’s ex-
tremely cold, grubbing out
a meal can be quite a task.

If you do not regularly
feed birds in winter, this
would be a good time for
you to consider starting it.
AllThave to do to know that
this is a welcomed practice
is to glance outside my of-
fice window to the feeders
I keep filled. The colder it
gets, the more birds flock
to it and demonstrate just
how thankful they are to be
fed.

This time of year, I can
count several species of
birds that I can identify
that help themselves to the
black oil sunflower seed
and bird seed mix I put out
for them. The most obvi-
ous ones are those with the
most color. Male Cardinals,
in brilliant red plumage, for
instance, are easiest to spot.
Some years, the cardinals
stay in the woods until late

GLYNN HARRIS

Male cardinals are among the most colorful birds that visit your feeders in cold weather.”

winter because of an abun-
dance of wild food but in
other years, they can be all
over my feeders.

I asked someone once
what species of birds they
had visiting their feeders
and the answer was not un-
expected....”Lots of brown
ones”, was the reply.

Most of the birds that
visit my feeder are “brown”
ones, but they are of sev-
eral species. For example, I
see several species of spar-
rows with the chipping
sparrow being the most
predominant. There are
white-throated  sparrows,
and when the weather gets
real cold, sometimes fox
sparrows visit. Among the
“brown” birds on my feed-
ers now are birds that won’t
be brown once springtime
arrives. Goldfinches are
rather drab in appearance
this time of year but once
they get ready to head for
northern breeding grounds,
their brilliant yellow color

will catch your eye.

Another small dark col-
ored bird around the feeder
is one I knew as “snow bird”
when I was a youngster. I
know them today as juncos
with black backs and bibs
and white underparts.

I see chickadees, tit-
mice, mourning doves and
an occasional nuthatch.
Red bellied woodpeckers
and downy woodpeckers
visit along with the ever-
present and loud-mouthed
blue jays.

One species of bird I'll
be looking for if we get snow
is the rufous-sided towhee,
a bird I've seen a lot of in
winter but not in my yard.
While sitting on deer stands
near dense thickets, these
shy black, white and chest-
nut-colored birds often flit
in and out of the foliage.

Setting up feeding sta-
tions is an easy task. The
most obvious method is to
use commercial bird feed-
ers. However, most types

are not protected from the
invasion of squirrels. I pur-
chased a “squirrel proof”
feeder that features a slen-
der rod that goes in the
ground but the kicker is a
length of limber metal pipe
sort of like a stove pipe.
Squirrels can climb the rod
but can’t handle the stove
pipe to reach the bird seed.

I also have a feeder with
a video camera that both
birds and I love because
they can feed in peace not
knowing or caring that I
have their close-up images
to enjoy.

In return for taking care
of the birds that visit your
yard, you’ll be rewarded
with flitting dashes of color
and activity. To add an ex-
tra measure of enjoyment
to feeding birds, purchase
a bird book and keep a list-
ing of how many species of
birds visit your yard. You
might be pleasantly sur-
prised at the popularity of
your yard.

Fishing Report

BLACK BAYOU -
No report. Contact Hon-
ey Hole Tackle Shop
323-8707 for latest in-
formation.

BUSSEY BRAKE
— Bass fishing is best
flipping soft plastics
along the wind rows and
tree lines. With water
temperatures  falling,
best to slow down re-
trieve . Some nice sized
crappie are hitting shin-
ers and jigs around deep
brush along the flats.
For latest information,
contact the Honey Hole
at 323-8707.

OUACHITA RIV-
ER — The river is still
low. Very few are trying
the fish so reports this
week are spotty. For lat-
est information, contact
the Honey Hole Tackle
Shop at 323-8707.

LAKE D’AR-
BONNE — The lake is
down 5 feet with draw-
down continued anoth-
er 15 days or so. Crappie
are starting to bunch up
and cold weather should
put them in bunches.
Some are caught along
the stump lines on shin-
ers and jigs. Bass fishing
has been best fishing the
points with soft plastics
or crank baits. Bream
are slow; catfishing
good off the banks. For
latest information, call
Anderson Sport Center
at 368-9669 or Honey
Hole Tackle Shop at
323-8707.

LAKE CLAI-
BORNE — Crappie
fishing has been good

with some slabs caught
fishing shiners or jigs
around the deep tops.
With the water cooling
down, bass will be best
fishing the docks with
Carolina rigs, square bill
crank baits and Shaky
Heads. Bream are slow.
For latest information,
call Kel’'s Cove at 927-
2264 or Terzia Tackle at
278-4498.

CANEY LAKE
— Crappie fishing has
been good with some
slabs caught fishing
shiners or jigs around
the deeper tops. Bass
are best fishing topwa-
ter lures and buzz baits
early around the grass
lines. Bass fishing has
been best fishing sec-
ondary points on soft
plastics and crank baits.
For information contact
Caney Lake Landing at
259-6649, Hooks Ma-
rina at 249-2347, Terzia
Tackle at 278-4498 or
the Honey Hole Tackle
Shop at 323-8707.

LAKE POVERTY
POINT - Crappie have
improved on both ends
of the lake. Catfishing
is good. No report on
Bass. For information,
contact the marina at
318/878-0101.

LAKE YUCATAN
— The water is on a slow
fall and fishing has been
slow this week except
for commercial fisher-
men who are catching
lots of carp, buffalo and
catfish in their nets. For
info call Surplus City
Landing at 318/467-
2250.
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Christmas--Anticipation, Hope, Peace, Joy and Celebrations

Remember those 1-0-n-g
days of December as a child,
thinking Christmas would
never arrive? Each evening
ended with a long ‘thumbing
through the Sear’s Wish Book!
Each day was crowded with
thoughts of ‘the wonders of
Christmas’ through the eyes
of a child! Anticipation for the
Big Day! It is the same today
for small children! Decem-
ber 1,2,3,4 and on.... soon the
days begin to stack up and we
all realize “Christmas is al-
most here”! Well, the Advent
Season brings the believer
back to that point of anticipa-
tion. The emphasis is on the
“Coming of the Messiah’, not
the childish thoughts of gifts
that might be given. We must
still live with anticipation!

Teachings of Old Testament
prophets brought great antic-
ipation of the coming Messi-
ah. “Today, tomorrow? Then
when?” The prophets called
God’s children to live with
the expectant hope that it
might be anytime. Of course,
we are reminded, too, “in the
fullness of time (when God
decided), Christ came.” God
broke into history with such
a force the world has never
been the same. We must live
with expectant hope, as well!

When we think of Christ-
mas and all the happenings
that surrounded the blessed
birth of Jesus, there were few
people living with the hope
and joythateachnewdaymay
bring the Promised Messiah
to mankind. Life, as history
tells us, was very hard; diffi-
cult at best. Especially in the

area around Jerusalem and
Bethlehem! Scripture tells us,
“the people were groping in
darkness; like sheep they just
wandered around going their
own way.”

Gloom filled the air just as
it had for years. Roman sol-
diers and officials were every-
where. Religious leaders and
scribes had tight control on
Jewish life. The Mosaic Law
had been defined and rede-
fined to the point that “true
worship” was arare commod-
ity, even among the Temple
leaders. The sacrificial offer-
ings were tainted either by in-
tent or impure mo- :
tives. It was at that
time, God shouted.
“It is time!” Then the
Annunciation by the
archangel to Mary,
the Jewish maiden,
came unexpectedly!
“Oh, oh, what shall
I do; whom shall I
tell? Cousin Eliza-
beth! Ah, she will
understand; I must go & go
quickly!”

As she rushed over a dis-
tance to visit Elizabeth, Mary
learned that she, too, was
great with child. As they re-
joiced with each other Eliza-
beth’s baby ‘jumped with joy
within the womb’ and the
Holy Spirit confirmed what
was happening to each oth-
er. This was all in God’ plan
- to bring forth a new revela-
tion of Himself to man! Mary
and Elizabeth were on ‘cen-
ter stage. Their sons would
change the world! Anticipa-
tion, hope, joy & peace flood-

Bill Criaer

ed their hearts. Scripture tells
us that Mary, after learning all
these pieces of Good News,
pondered them deep within
her heart.

She and Joseph knew the
Holy Scriptures of old; they
had heard about the Com-
ing Messiah and a ‘voice in
the wilderness’ that would
proclaim this blessed event!
And it would be Elizabeth’s
son, John the Baptizer! Now
they all were in the midst of
this history changing miracle.
The world would never be the
same; neither would Mary
and Joseph!

Marjorie Holmes
(Two From Galilee)
recreates the scene
around the Jewish
mindset in that pe-
riod. We can better
understand  what
was happening by
knowing some cul-
tural mores: How
they would respond
to all of this was po-
tentially disastrous to Joseph,
Mary and their families! Try
to convince a father that his
young daughter had been
visited by an angel and she
is now pregnant, but not by
man! Can’t you hear him ask-
ing his wife, “Hasn’t that Jo-
seph been hanging around
here a lot lately?” And Mary
knew the punishment re-
quired by law for being preg-
nant and not married. But
she protested; “the angel of
the Lord appeared and told
me not to be afraid..and
that the Spirit of God would
overshadow me and I would

conceive...and honestly fa-
ther, that is what happened.”
And somehow (God direct-
ing them no doubt) the par-
ents understood and stood by
their children. For this could
have been a most damaging
time for all. Doesn’t a baby
change everything? Well, this
One did!

God’s Word teaches ‘in the
fullness of time, Christ came!
It was the right time, with all
conditions ‘just right’ When
the world seemed to be at its’
lowest ebb, when mankind
was at its’ worse, God chose
to break through the shell
of history and begin the re-
demption of man by sending
“His only begotten Son-Jesus-
as the sinless sacrifice for our
sin” And there He was lying
in the manger, surrounded by
the cattle driven inside for the
night.

It was no antiseptic-pure
stable. We all have been in
the cattle barn and know the
sights, sounds and smells.
They were in that barn that
night. A lonely girl without
her mother to help ease the
pain and calm the fright; A
confused young man, won-
dering how all of this has re-
ally come about and what the
future might hold for them;
The cry of the babe drew
their attention away from
themselves and focused on
Him -the babe -their baby.
“And this is the Savior of the
world?” they asked each oth-
er.

The shepherds soon ap-
peared, sleepy, ragged and
cautious. They had seen the

bright star; the angel had
frightened them a bit there
on the hillside. “Fear not for I
bring you good news of great
joy.(Ha, ha, ha....yeah, it must
be good news...waking us like
this...shining that bright light
around...scaring our sheep).
“Come and see the Savior,
Christ the Lord. You will
find Him in the stable over
there, wrapped in swaddling
clothes” And so they went -
across the way. In their mind,
they may have only gone to
‘get a good look! And then
one exclaimed: “Look, there
Heis...but He looks like an or-
dinary baby...what's so differ-
ent that He should be called
a King? He doesn’t look like
a king to me!” Nevertheless,
they knelt and worshiped
Him before returning to their
flocks.

Anticipation, Hope, Peace,
Joy and now Celebration....
Christmas containsitall. Let’s
make room once again for all
these elements of celebrat-
ing the Birthday of our Lord.
“Come to my heart Lord Je-
sus; there’s room in my heart
for You’ the carol reads.

“No more anticipation - for
You have come and brought
to me great hope, joy and
peace, once again - Jesus,
the Messiah, My Lord!” May
you have a blessed day of cel-
ebrating this Birthday of our
King!

BILL CRIDER IS CHAPLAIN OF MINDEN
MEDICAL CENTER

THE UPWARD LOOK

Darkness and Hope

“The people that walked in darkness

the world, the only hope for the world,

INSPIRATION

Let it go

have seen a great light: they
that dwell in the land of the
shadow of death, upon them
hath the light shined.” Isaiah
9:2KJV

is Jesus! It is only through Je-
sus who changes hearts and
changes lives that evil and
darkness will be changed to
good and light.

We are still living in a dark
world filled with the shadow
of death. Is there hope for a
world filled with evil, hate,
fear, grief, and despair? Yes,
there is hope! Isaiah prophesied about
a great light shining on those who have
walked in darkness. We celebrate this
light coming at Christmas. The light of

p Lord Jesus, help me to share
\" Your great light, love, grace,
and mercy with those in dark-
ness. Fill my life with Your light
and love!

Max Hutto

MAX HUTTO IS A BAPTIST MINISTER AND A RESI-
DENT OF MINDEN. MORE INFORMATION CAN BE FOUND
AT WWW.UPWARDLOOK.ORG.

FIRST

ASSEMBLY OF GOD

Lately, my messages have been about
the holidays but I'm going to shift focus

all of you who are weary and carry heavy
burdens, and I will give you rest. 29 Take

from this message. In the last year, many my yoke upon you. Let me teach you be-

of us have suffered a burden
and some form of loss. While
these things are a fact of life,
that fact never makes them any
easier. We have multiple reac-
tions to these moments, some
are good some are bad but
God has given us the solution
to all of life’s situations. The

Bible is full of unique people

and unique situations and the solution

=

|
Bernard Harris

was always prayer and faith. Jesus gives

us this solution in Matthew 11:28-30

(NLT)28 Then Jesus said, “Come to me,

cause I am humble and gentle
at heart, and you will find rest
for your souls. 30 For my yoke
is easy to bear, and the burden
I give you is light” Therefore I
would like to end this message
by issuing a challenge to us all.
Let God be your teacher and
carry your burdens so you can

focus on being loved and shar-

ing that love with the world.

BERNARD HARRIS Il IS A HAUGHTON FIREMAN AND A

LOCAL RESIDENT OF MINDEN

How can we_

FBC 24-Hour) Prayer Ministry
at 37{(7—PRAY.

FIRST BAPTIST CHIJRC-I—I

301 Pennsylvania
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CLASSIFIEDS

Classified line ads are published Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday in the Minden Press-Herald, Bossier Press-Tribune and online at www.press.herald.com

PLACE YOUR AD

classifieds@press-herald.com

Lost Puppy

Missing from downtown Minden LA.
If you find or see this puppy please ccontact
Justin Ayliffe on facebook or call

For rent 4 bedroom 1 1/2 bathrooms recently
remolded will accept section 8 tenants at 215
Pe;(s)hing St. Minden, LA contact 318-843-
4530.

| EGALS

Public Notice

NOTICE OF OPPORTUNITY
FOR PUBLIC COMMENT ON PROPOSED
SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT BETWEEN
THE LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRON-
MENTAL QUALITY AND DORCHEAT OIL &

The Louisiana Department of Environmental
Quality and Dorcheat Oil & Gas, LLC (Respon-
dent), Agency Interest Number 167091, have
entered into a proposed settlement agreement,
Settlement Tracking No. SA-AE-24-0046, con-
cerning the State’s allegations of environmental
violations by Respondent at its facility in Webster
Parish, Louisiana, which allegations are set forth
in Notice of Potential Penalty, Enforcement Track-
ing No. AE-PP-23-00799.

The Department of Environmental Quality will
accept comments on the proposed settlement for
the next forty-five (45) days. The public is invited
and encouraged to submit written comments to
the Louisiana Department of Environmental Qual-
ity, Office of the Secretary, Legal Division, Post
Office Box 4302, Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70821-
4302, Attention: Jay L. Glorioso, Attorney. All
comments will be considered by the Department
of Environmental Quality in reaching a decision
on whether to make the settlement final.
Terms and conditions of the proposed settlement
a?reement may be reviewed on the Department
of Environmental Quality’s website at www.deq.
Iouisiana.gov, by selecting About LDEQ, Enforce-
ment, and Settlements. The document may also
be viewed at, and copies obtained from, the Loui-
siana Department of Environmental Quality, Pub-
lic Records Center, Room 127, Galvez Building,
602 North Fifth Street, Baton Rouge, Louisiana
70802. To request a copy of the proposed settle-
ment, submit a completed Public Record Request
Form (DEQ Form ISD-0005-01). The form and
instructions for completion may be found on the
DEQ Website at the following address: httg://
deq.louisiana.gov/assets/docs/General/Public
Records RequestForm.pdf, or by calling the Cus-
tomer Service Center at 1-866-896-5337.
Pursuant to La. R.S. 30:2050.7(D), the Depart-
ment of Environmental Quality may hold a public
hearing regarding this proposed settlement when
either of the following conditions are met: 1) a
written request for public hearing has been filed
by twenty-five (25) persons, by a governmental
subdivision or agency, or by an association hav-
ing not less than twenty-five (25) members who
reside in the parish in which the facility is located;
or 2) the secretary finds a significant degree of
public interest in this settlement.

For further information, you may call the Legal
Division of the Louisiana Department of Environ-
mental Quality at (225) 219-3985.

December 18, 2024
Minden Press Herald

LEGAL NOTICE

THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT THE WEBSTER
PARISH ASSESSOR HAS COMPLIED WITH
LA REVISED STATUTE 39:1306 RELATIVE
TO PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN THE BUDGET
PROCESS FOR THE YEAR ENDED
DECEMBER 31, 2025. NOTICE OF AVAIL-
ABILITY

FOR PUBLIC INSPECTION, PUBLICATION OF
BUDGET SUMMARY AND PUBLIC HEARING
WAS HELD IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE
APPLICABLE STATUTES.

DENISE G. EDWARDS, CLA
WEBSTER PARISH ASSESSOR

AS PUBLISHED on December 18, 2024.

December 18, 2024
Minden Press Herald

Minutes

Town Of Sibley

P.O. Box 128

345 N Main Street Sibley, Louisiana 71073
Phone (318) 377-0345

Fax (318) 377-0361

MAYOR Robert Smart

TOWN CLERK Sherry McCann, LMMC
ALDERMEN Wayne Bolton Helen Chanler Rich-
ard Davis Keith Merritt Alan Myers

December 9, 2024

The Sibley Town Council met in regular session
on Monday, December 9, 2024, at 6pm at Sibley
Town Hall.

Members present were Mayor Robert Smart;
Aldermen:; Wayne Bolton, Helen Chanler, Richard
Davis, Keith Merritt and Alan Myers.

Mayor Smart opened the meeting in prayer; then
led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Wayne Bolton motioned to adopt the minutes
to the November 11, 2024, R%gular Meeting as
read, Helen Chanler seconded. Motion carried.
No New ltems were added to the agenda.

There were no Public Comments.

Richard Davis motioned to go into a Public Hear-
ing for Proposed Ordinance No. 160 titled AN
ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A POLICY FOR
WATER AND WASTEWATER SERVICES AND
PRESCRIBING PENALTIES FOR THE VIOLA-
TION THEREOF, FOR THE TOWN OF SIBLEY,
LOUISIANA, AND PROVIDING FOR THE SEV-
ERABILITY OF THE DIFFERENT SECTIONS
HEREOF AND PROVIDING FOR THE REPEAL
OF ALL OR PARTS OF ALL CONFLICTING
ORDINANCES, Keith Merritt seconded. Motion
carried.

Keith Merritt motioned to exit the Public Hearing
and return to the Regular Meeting, Wayne Bolton
seconded. Motion carried.

Richard Davis motioned to adopt proposed
Ordinance No. 160; Alan Myers seconded. Roll
call vote: YEAS: 5-Wayne Bolton, Helen Chanler,
Richard Davis, Keith Merritt, Alan Myers

NAYS: 0

ABSTAIN: 0
Ordinance No. 160 was adopted with a unani-
mous vote.
ABSENT: 0
Asst. Fire Chief Richard Davis gave the Novem-
ber 2024 activity report for the Sibley Volunteer
Fire Department.
No one was present from the Sibley Police De-
[IJ_artment for the November 2024 activity report.
he Board acknowledged receipt of the Novem-
ber 2024 Financial Statements.
Mayor Robert Smart recognized and thanked
Helen Chanler and Alan Myers for their dedicated
ears of service to the Town of Sibley.
his institution is an equal opportunity provider
and employer
Alan Myers motioned to adjourn; Helen Chanler
seconded. Motion carried.
Meeting adjourned.

original signed

Robert Smart

Robert Smart Mayor

Attest:

original signed Sherry McCann
Sherry McCann Town Clerk
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TOWN OF SIBLEY
ORDINANCE NO. 160

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A POLICY
FOR WATER AND WASTEWATER SERVICES
AND PRESCRIBING PENALTIES FOR THE
VIOLATION THEREOF, FOR THE TOWN OF
SIBLEY, LOUISIANA AND PROVIDING FOR
THE SEVERABILITY OF THE DIFFERENT SEC-
TIONS HEREOF, AND PROVIDING FOR THE
REPEAL

OF ALL OR PARTS OF ALL CONFLICTING
ORDINANCES

BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED by the Mayor
and Board of Aldermen of the Town of Sibley,
Louisiana in regular session duly convened
herein on the 9th day of December, 2024 as
follows, to-wit:

SECTION I.

The Town of Sibley, Louisiana owns the Town

of Sibley Water and Wastewater System and is
responsible for the management, maintenance,
care and operation of the water supply and
distribution under the direction and control of the
Mayor and Board of Aldermen. These systems
are central to human life, health and well-being.
SECTION 1.

Water / Wastewater policies are essential tools to
maintain consistency and control over operations,
ensure compliance with laws and regulations
and to streamline internal processes and set
clear customer expectations and understanding.
For customers, policies govern interactions an
transactions and enhance accountability.
SECTION 11

The Town of Sibley Board of Alderman adopts the
Town of Sibley Water / Wastewater Policy effec-
tive January 1, 2025. This policy will be available
at the Sibley Town Hall during office hours and on
the Town of Sibley website. This policy shall be
imé)lemented in fairness and transparency.
SECTION IV.

The Town of Sibley Water / Wastewater Policy
shall be modified hereafter, without the need

of an amended ordinance, by resolution of the
Board of Aldermen.

SECTION V.

All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict
herewith or inconsistent herewith are hereby
repealed.

SECTION VI.

If any provision or item of this ordinance or the
aﬁpllcation thereof is held invalid, such invalidity
shall not effect any other provisions, items or ap-
plications of this ordinance, which could be given
effect without the invalid provisions, items, or
applications and to this end the provisions of this
ordinance are hereby declared severable.
SECTION VII.

IhizsogrSdinance shall become effective on January
Proposed Ordinance No. 160 was introduced at
the November 11, 2024 Regular Meeting of the
Sibley Board of Aldermen, a public notice was
posed on November 12, 2024 and published

in the Minden Press Herald on November 20,
2024. A Public Hearing was held on December
9, 2024 during the December Regular Meeting.
Ordinance No. 160 was read, considered and
adopted on December 9, 2024 upon a motion
made by Richard Davis seconded by Alan Myers
with the following vote:

YEAS: 5- Wayne Bolton, Helen Chanler, Richard
Davis, Keith Merritt, Alany Myers NAYS: 0
ABSTAIN: 0

ABSENT: 0

original signed

Robert Smart

Robert Smart

Mayor

attest:

original signed

Sherry McCann

Sherry McCann

Town Clerk

December 18, 2024
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PUBLIC NOTICE
PROCEEDINGS OF THE BOARD OF COMMIS-
SIONERS

OF THE WEBSTER PARISH SALES AND USE
TAX COMMISSION MEETING

December 5, 2024

The Webster Parish Sales and Use Tax Commis-
sion held a Public Hearing on the Proposed 2025
Budget at 10:00am on ThursdaY, December 5,
2024, at the Webster Parish Police Jury Office in
Minden, Louisiana. There were no comments or
concerns.

The Board of Commissioners of the Webster

Parish Sales and Use Tax Commission met at

the Webster Parish Police Jury Office in Minden,

I1_8u3i%iana, on Thursday, December 5, 2024, at
:30am.

Commission Members Present: Lisa Balkom,
Webster Parish Police Jury; Shelli Malone, City of
Springhill; Sherry McCann, Town of Sible¥; Kevin
cLain, Webster Parish Sheriff’s Office; Tiffany
Parish, Town of Cotton Valley, Melaney Langford,
City of Minden; Dominique Parish, Town of Cullen
and Cyndy Herrington, Sales Tax Commission.

Commission Members Absent: M%/or Pe\%;y Ad-
kins, Town of Sarepta; Crevonne Odom, Webster
Parish School Board; Myra Kilburn, Village of
Doyline; Alicia Ware, Village of Dixie Inn; Myra
Kilburn, Village of Doyline and a representative of
Webster Parish Convention & Visitors Commis-
sion.

The December 5, 2024, regular meeting of the
Board of Commissioners of the Webster Parish
Sales and Use Tax Commission was called to
order by Lisa Balkom, President.

Kevin McLain motioned, seconded by Tiffany Par-
ish, to approve the minutes of the June 26, 2024,
Meeting of the Webster Parish Sales and Use Tax
Commission. Motion carried unanimously.

Sherry McCann motioned, seconded by Tiffany
Parish to approve the audit contract as of and for
the year ending December 31, 2024, with Wise,
Martin & Cole, L.L.C. Motion carried unanimously.

Tiffany Parish motioned, seconded by Kevin
McLain to approve the Louisiana Compliance
Questionnaire. Motion carried unanimously.

After reviewing, Tiffany Parish motioned to adopt
the Attorney Resolution for 2025 to retain to em-
ploy Jennifer McKay and the law firm of Colvin,
Smith, McKay & Bays as special counsel. Domi-
nique Parish seconded. Due to a conflict, Kevin
McLain abstained from the vote. Motion carried.

Cyndy Herrington, Webster Parish Sales & Use
Tax Commission Administrator led a discussion
of the Financial Audit Findings for period ending
12/31/23. No action was necessary.

After reviewing, Tiffany Parish motioned to adopt
the amended 2024 Budget. Sherry McCann
seconded. Motion carried unanimously.

After some discussion, Dominique Parish
motioned to approve hiring an Administrative As-
sistant to begin training for the position of Admin-
istrator upon the retirement of Cyndy Herrington,
current Administrator. Shelli Malone seconded.
Motion carried unanimously.

Kevin McLain motioned to adopt the proposed
salary schedule for the Webster Parish Sales &
Use Tax Commission employees. Dominique Par-
ish seconded. Motion carried unanimously.

After some discussion, Tiffany Parish motioned
to adogt the 2025 Budget and Budget Resolu-

tion. Sherry McCann seconded. Motion carried
unanimously.

Sherry McCann motioned, seconded by Tiffany
Parish, to apBoint Lisa Balkom as Chairperson for
the Webster Parish Sale & Use Tax Commission
for 2025. Motion carried unanimously.

Shelli Malone motioned; Kevin McLain seconded
to appoint Sherry McCann as Secretary for the
Webster Parish Sales & Use Tax Commission for
2025. Motion carried unanimously.

There was no Old Business.

There being no other business to bring before
the Commission, Dominique Parish motioned to
adjourn the meeting, Shelli Malone seconded.
Motion carried unanimously.

/s/Lisa Balkom, Chairperson
/s/Sherry Mc-
Cann, Secretary

This is to certify that the Webster Parish Sales
Tax Commission has complied with Louisiana
Revised Statute 39:1307 relative to public
Eanici ation in the budget process for the Year
nded 12/31/25. Notice of availability for public
inspection and public hearing was held in compli-
ance with applicable statute. Cyndy Herrington
12/09/24
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NOTICE

The 26th Judicial District Attorney’s Office
has scheduled a public hearing to be held
December 19th, 2024, at 1:00pm, in room
204, Webster Parish Courthouse, Minden,
LA, to consider amendments to the 2024
Operating budget and to adopt the 2025
proposed operating budget for the 26th
Judicial District Attorney’s Office.

December 18, 2024
Minden Press Herald

SHERIFF’S SALE

US BANK TRUST NATIONAL ASSOCIATION.
NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL CAPACITY BUT
SOLELY AS OWNER TRUSTEE FOR
VRMTG ASSET TRUST

VS.

ROGER D. GODWIN

In the Twenty-Sixth Judicial District Court of
Webster Parish, Louisiana, No. 81422.

By virtue of a WRIT OF FIFA issued out of the
Twenty-Sixth Judicial District Court of Webster
Parish, Louisiana, in the above styled and num-
bered suit and to me directed, | have seized and
taken into my possession and will offer for sale
at public auction to the last and highest bidder
for cash WITH the benefit of appraisement and
according to law at the principle front door of the
Courthouse in the City of Minden, Webster Par-
ish, Louisiana, on

WEDNESDAY, January 22, 2025,

During the legal sale hours, the following prop-
erty, to wit:

Begin at the Southwest corner of the Southwest
Quarter of Northwest Quarter (SW/C of SW/4 of
NW/4), Section 31, Township 23 North, Range 10
West, Webster Parish, Louisiana and run North
a distance of 420 feet to the point of beginnin

of the property herein conveyed, thence run East
420 feet; thence run North 210 feet; thence run
West 210 feet; thence run South 105 feet thence
run West 210 feet; thence run South 105 feet

to the point of beginning; subject to restrictions,
servitudes, rights-of-way and outstanding mineral
ri%hts of record affecting the property.

SOLD SUBJECT TO ANY SUPERIOR LIENS,
MORTGAGES OR PRIVILEGES THERETO.
Said property seized is that of the defendant and
will be sold to satisfy a judgment rendered in our
Honorable Court.

Publication Dates: December 18, 2024

January 15, 2025

JASON R. PARKER Sheriff & Ex-Officio Auc-
tioneer

Webster Parish, Louisiana

Pam Brantlees

Pam Brantley - Deputy

December 18, 2024
January 15, 2024
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SHERIFF’S SALE
CARTER FEDERVASL CREDIT UNION
SLACK PROPERTIES, LLC

In the Twenty-Sixth Judicial District Court of Web-
ster Parish, Louisiana, No. CV81822.

By virtue of a WRIT OF SEIZURE AND SALE
issued out of the Twenty-Sixth Judicial District
Court of Webster Parish, Louisiana, in the above
styled and numbered suit and to me directed, |
have seized and taken into my possession and
will offer for sale at public auction to the last and
highest bidder for cash WITHOUT the benefit

of appraisement and according to law at the
principle front door of the Courthouse in the City
of Minden, Webster Parish, Louisiana,

on
WEDNESDAY, January 22, 2025,

During the legal sale hours, the following prop-
erty, to wit:

*T*IOI%\IEHQTTACHED PROPERTY DESCRIP-

SOLD SUBJECT TO ANY SUPERIOR LIENS,
MORTGAGES OR PRIVILEGES THERETO.
Said property seized is that of the defendant and
will be sold to satisfy a judgment rendered in our
Honorable Court.
Publication Dates:
December 18, 2024
January 15, 2025
JASON R. PARKER Sheriff & Ex-Officio Auc-
tioneer
Webster Parish, Louisiana
Pam Brantley
Pam Brantley - Deputy
Loan Number:
EXHIBIT “A”
TRACTA
A one acre tract, more or less, located in the
Northeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter (NE/4
of NE/4) and in the Northwest Quarter of the
Northeast Quarter (NW/4 of NE/4), Section 31,
Township 23 North, Range 10 West, Webster
Parish, Louisiana, described as follows:
Begin at the Northwest Corner of the South Half
of Northeast Quarter of the Northeast Quarter
(NW/cor. of S/2 of NE/4 of NE/4), Section 31, and
run East 132 feet; thence run South 205.76 feet
to the point of beginning; thence continue South
122.3 feet; thence run West 396.26 feet; thence
run North 33 degrees 09 minutes East 146.1 feet;
thence run East 316.4 feet to the point of begin-
ning. (Assessment # 118240)
Purported to be municipally known as 423 Mor-
%an Road, Sarepta, Louisiana 71071

RACT B

Plat of survey of tract located in the Southwest
Quarter of the Southwest Quarter (SW/4 of
SW/4), Section 30, Township 23 North, Range

10 West, Webster Parish, Louisiana, and more
particularly described as follows:

Commencing at 1 inch iron pipe located at the
Southeast Corner of the Southwest Quarter of the
Southwest Quarter (SE/cor. of SW/4 of SW/4),
Section 30, Township 23 North, Range 10 West,
and run North 718.8 feet; thence run West 324.51
feet to 1/2 inch rebar located on the South right of
way on Kings Corner Road for the point of begin-
ning; thence run South 20 degrees 45 minutes
East 100.79 feet to 1/2 inch rebar; thence run
South 2 degrees 16 minutes West 59.96 feet to
1/2 inch rebar; thence run North 76 degrees 43
minutes West 159.2 feet to 1/2 inch rebar; thence
run North 13 degrees 07 minutes East 137.09
feet to 1/2 inch rebar located on South right of
way of Kings Corner Road, thence run South 80
degrees 01 minutes East along said right of way
91.87 feet to the point of beginning; together with
all improvements located thereon and all rights
thereto belonging. (Assessment # 119967)
Purported to be municipally known as 561 Kings
Corner Road, Sarepta, Louisiana 71071

December 18, 2024
January 15, 2024
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MINDEN CITY COURT

The 2025 budget and the 2024 amended budget
will be available for review on
December 20, 2024 between 2:00-4:00 p.m.

December 18, 2024
Minden Press Herald

Minutes

PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY OF MINDEN,
STATE OF LOUISIANA, TAKEN IN REGULAR
SESSION HELD ON DECEMBER 2, 2024

The Minden City Council met at City Hall in
Minden, Louisiana, beginning at 6:00 p.m. with
the following members ﬁresent: Mayor Nick Cox,
Carlton Myles, Levon Thomas, Latasha Mitchell,
Michael Roy, and Andy Pendergrass. Absence(s):
None. Mayor Cox welcomed everyone to the
meeting. Prayer was offered by Michael Roy
and the Pledge of Allegiance was led by Anl(\j/f/
Pendergrass. It is noted for the record that Mayor
Cox allowed both council and public comments
R)Arior to every vote.

ichael Roy moved to adopt the minutes of the
Minden City Council Regular Session held on
November 4, 2024, as presented. The motion
was duly seconded by Andy Pendergrass and
the vote was unanimously in favor. Abstention(s):
None. Absence(s): None.
Latasha Mitchell moved to adopt a Resolution to
Amend the City of Minden 2023-2024 Budget, as
presented. The motion was duly seconded by Mi-
chael Roy and the vote was unanimously in favor.
Abstention(s): None. Absence(s): None.
Upon motion by Levon Thomas and duly second-
ed by Carlton Myles, the council unanimously ad-
opted a Resolution to Amend the City of Minden
2024-2025 Budget, as presented. Abstention(s):
None. Absence(s): None.
Andy Pender%rass moved to adopt a Resolution
Adopting the Louisiana Compliance Ques-
tionnaire for the Audit Period of 10/01/2023
—09/30/2024, as presented. The motion was
duly seconded by Levon Thomas and the vote
was unanimously in favor. Abstention(s): None.
Absence(s): None.
Upon motion by Carlton Myles and duly sec-
onded by Michael Roy, the council unanimously
adoBted a Resolution Authorizing Mayor Cox to
Be Designated and Given Full Authority on Behalf
of the City of Minden to Execute and Submit An
and All Documents Pertaining to the DRA Fiscal
Year 2024 Grant and Guarantee that the City of
Minden Provides Matching Funds, as presented.
Abstention(s): None. Absence(s): None.
Upon motion by Andy Pendergrass and duly
seconded by Latasha Mitchell, the council voted
unanimously to table a Resolution Authorizing
Nicholas A. Cox, Mayor of the City of Minden,
Louisiana, to Execute a Dedication of a Public
Street by Richard Kevin Sanders for further
review. Abstention(s): None. Absence(s): None.
Michael Roy moved to award Bid No. 04-2025 —
Aerial Bucket Truck to the lowest qualified bidder
meeting all requirements, Altec Industries, Inc.
The motion was duly seconded by Andy Pend-
ergrass and the vote was unanimously in favor.
Abstention(s): None. Absence(s): None.
Andy Pendergrass moved to adopt a Resolution
Regarding a Lease Purchase Agreement for the
Purpose of Financing an Aerial Bucket Truck, as
presented. The motion was duly seconded by
Carlton Myles and the vote was unanimously in
favor. Abstention(s): None. Absence(s?: None.
Upon motion by Carlton Myles and duly seconded
by Andy Pendergrass, the council unanimously
adopted Ordinance No. 1148 — An Ordinance to
Adjust the Salaries of Certain Elected Officials
Starting in 2027, as presented. Abstention(s):
None. Absence(s): None.
Upon motion by Michael Roy and duly seconded
by Andy Pendergrass, the council unanimously
adopted Ordinance No. 1149 — An Ordinance to
Amend and Reenact the Code of Ordinances,
City of Minden, State of Louisiana, Chapter 2,
Administration: Article llI, Officers, Division 5.,
Part-Time Fire Chief; Part-Time Assistant Fire
Chief; Part-Time Minden District Fire Chiefs,
Section 2-117. — Appointment, as presented.
Abstention(s): None. Absence(s): None.
Latasha Mitchell moved to adopt Ordinance No.
1150 — An Ordinance to Amend and Reenact
the Code of Ordinances, City of Minden, State
of Louisiana, Chapter 34, Criminal Code: Article
I, Offenses Affecting Governmental Functions:
Section 34-54. — Fire Hydrants; Tampering with,
Operating, Obstructing, as presented. The motion
was duly seconded by Carlton Myles and the vote
was unanimously in favor. Abstention(s): None.
Absence(s): None.
Upon motion by Michael Roy and duly seconded
by Levon Thomas, the council unanimously
adopted Ordinance No. 1151 — An Ordinance to
Amend and Reenact the Code of Ordinances,
City of Minden, State of Louisiana, Chapter 42,
Fire Prevention and Protection: Article Il, Fire
Department: Section 42-34. — Private Water
Sources, Section 42-35. — Access Box System,
Section 42-36. — Security Gates and Limited
Access Gates; Article IlI, Fire Prevention Code:
Section 42-61. — Code Adopted, Section 42-69.
— Outdoor Burning, Section 42-70. — Fire Alarm
Systems, Section 42-71. — Fireworks, as pre-
sented. Abstention(s): None. Absence(s): None.
Upon motion by Latasha Mitchell and duly sec-
onded by Levon Thomas, the council unanimous-
ly adopted Ordinance No. 1152 — An Ordinance
to Authorize an Act of Sale by the City of Minden
to Sell Certain Adjudicated Properties (Parcels
110359 & 113906& by Public Auction; and, Further
Providing with Respect Thereto, as presented.
Abstention(s): None. Absence(s): None.
Andy Pendergrass moved to authorize Mayor
Cox to enter into an Agreement for Professional
Services between the City of Minden and Atlas
Community Studios, LLC, as presented. The
motion was duly seconded by Carlton Myles and
the vote was unanimously in favor. Abstention(s):
None. Absence(s): None.
City Clerk Melaney Langford presented the
Budget/Financial Report for the month of October
2024. No motion was required.
Upon motion by Carlton Myles and duly sec-
onded by Michael Ro]\g the council unanimously
approved the Annual Fire Report for the Year of
2024, as presented.
The Police Report for the month of October 2024
was unanimously accepted, as presented, by mo-
tion of Andy Pendergrass and second by Latasha
Mitchell. Abstention(s): None. Absence(s): None.
Announcements and council comments were
heard. The meeting was then adjourned.

Nicholas A. Cox, Mayor

ATTEST:

Melaney Langford, City Clerk

December 18, 2024
Minden Press Herald

MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
WEBSTER PARISH POLICE JURY
December 3, 2024

MEMBERS PRESENT: Jim Bonsall, President;

Steve Ramsey, Vice President; Mike Griffith,

Steve Lemmons, Nancy Hines, Randy Thomas,

Daniel Thomas, Bruce Blanton, LaTanya Grigsby

ﬁbsent: Allen Gilbert, Beverly Kennon and Adam
ee

PUBLIC HEARING: 10:30AM To hear comments
concerning the proposed 2025 Budget with Bud-
et Notes of the Webster Parish Police Jury.
0 Public Comments

Mrkdgm Bonsall called the meeting to order and
aske
Mr. Steve Lemmons to open the meeting with
R/Irayer and asked

r. Mike Griffith to lead in the Pledge of Al-
legiance.
Mr. Jim Bonsall then asked for additions to the
agenda.
There were no comments from the audience
concerning the agenda.
Mr. Daniel Thomas moved, seconded by Mr.
Bruce Blanton to approve invoices for payment
pending review by juror Daniel Thomas. Motion
carried unanimously.
Mr. Bruce Blanton moved, seconded by Ms. Nan-
cy Hines to adopt the minutes of the November 6,
2024 Road Committee, Finance Committee, and
Regular Meeting. Motion carried unanimously.
Mr. Steve Ramsey moved, seconded by Ms.
LaTanya Grigsvlvl to approve the 2025 Proposed
Budget of the Webster Parish Police Jury with
Budget Notes as presented. Motion carried
unanimously.
Mr. Mike Griffith moved, seconded by Ms.
LaTanya Grigsby to approve the appointment of
Melinda Davidson as Director of the Webster Par-
ish Police Jury Office of Community Services for
the year 2025. Motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Mike Griffith
moved, seconded by
Mr. Steve Lemmon
to approve Signature
Resolution007-2024
authorizing Melinda
Davidson, Director
of WPPJOCS to sign
documents on behalf
of the organization.
Motion carried unani-
mously.

Mr. Steve Rams?/
moved, seconded by
Mr. Steve Lemmons
to approve Board
Appointments for Pine
Country Education
District:

Reappoint Lisa C.
Balkom, Secretary-
Treasurer Term
01/01/2025-12/31/2026

Reappoint Jim Bon-
sall, Term 01/01/2025-
12/31/2026

Reappoint COL Carl
Thompson 01/01/2025-
12/31/2026
Motion carried unani-
mously
Ms. LaTanya Grigsby
moved, seconded by
Mr. Randy Thomas
to approve Board Ap-

ointments for Webster

arish Communica-
tions District:
Reappoint Brian Wil-
liams to a 4- year term
to expire December
2028
Reapgoint Tynesa
Grigspy to a 4-year
term to expire
ber 2028
Motion carried unani-
mously
Mr. Steve Rams?/
moved, seconded by
Mr. Randy Thomas
to approve Webster
Parish Resolution 008-
2024 to aPprove the
holding of an election
in Fire Protection Dis-
trict No. 2 (Sibley) of
the Parish of Webster,
State of Louisiana, on
Saturday, March 29,
2025, to authorize the
renewal of a special
tax therein. Motion car-
ried unanimously.
Mr. Mike Griffith
moved, seconded by
Mr. Randy Thomas
to approve Board Ap-

ointment for Webster

arish Fire District #7:
Appoint Mickey Chan-
dler to a 2-year term to
expire December 31,
2026. Motion carried
unanimously.
Mr. Bruce Blanton
moved, seconded by
Mr. Mike Griffith to ap-
prove Board Appoint-
ments for the Webster
Parish Convention &
Visitors Commission:

Sara McDaniel
01/01/2025-12/31/2027

Kyle Robertson
01/01/2025-12/31/2027

Rachel Longfellow
Miller 01/01/2025-
12/31/2027.

Motion carried unani-
mously.
Mr. Daniel Thomas
moved, seconded
by Ms. Nancy Hines
to approve to add
Webster Parish Library
Board of Control Board
Appointments to the
agenda. Motion carried
unanimously.
Mr. Steve F{ams?/
moved, seconded by
Mr. Bruce Blanton
to approve Board
Appointments for the
ebster Parish Library
Board of Control:
Reappoint Linda Wat-
son to a 5-year term
to expire 12/31/2029
and replace member
Jim Bonsall with Juror
Nancy Hines. Motion
carried unanimously.
COMMENTS:
Melinda Davidson

WPOCS Director
Savannah Jones

ecem-

Webster Parish Library
Allen Mosley

WP Coroner
Carl Thompson

WP Assessor, Denise
Edwards

Shakera Williams
LSU Ag/Extension Of-
fice

Brian Williams

WPPJ OEP/HS Direc-
tor Angie Chapman

E911 Director
Adam Bass

Senator

Jessica Gorman
Dorcheat Historical
Museum

Dean Baugh

NLEP

Mr. Steve Rams?/
moved, seconded by
Mr. Steve Lemmons
to approve the action
taken at the Road
Committee Meeting
held earlier today.
Motion carried unani-
mously.

Mr. Steve F{ams?/
moved, seconded by
Ms. LaTanya Grigsby
to approve the action
taken at the Finance
Committee Meeting
held earlier today.
Motion carried unani-
mously.

Mr. Jim Bonsall then
gave Presidents’ clos-
ing remarks. There
being no further busi-
ness to bring before
the Jury, the meeting
adjourned.

/sl
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Solve the code to discover words related to veterans.
Each number corresponds to a letter.
(Hint: 26 =E)

12 26 17 26 22 9 14
25 26 22 12 7 11 26

25 5 14 5 22

JO|DA "Q J0UOy "D ©2IAISS 'g UDLIB)BA 'Y SIleMsuy

CLUES ACROSS
1. Unsheared sheep

34.

Civil rights city in Alabama

5. Rock TV channel 39. Young boy
8. Streetcar 42. Type of sea bass
12. Concerning 44. To call (archaic)
14. Exclamation 46. Unfortunate
15. Greek goddess of youth 47. Separate oneself from others
1 2 9 3 5 22 16. Popular type of device 49. Hero sandwiches
18. Alcoholic beverage 50. Spy group
19. Ancient Olympic Site 51. Florida is famous for them
20. Sharpshoots 56. Irritating individuals
21. Tyrion Lannister was 57. Luck
characterized as one 58. Hunting expedition
o 22. Pointed ends of pens 59. WWII diarist Frank
23. Measuring instruments 60. Peyton’s younger brother
S MJ ) ‘ ) K M 26. Midsection body part 61. Type of wrap
30. Made a mistake 62. Type of overseas tax or levy
Fun By The 31. Adjustzd S 63. Sox;(iet Socialist Republic
32. “Partridge” actress Susan 64. Wake up
Numbers 33 Yell
Like puzzles? CLUES DOWN
Then you’ll love
sudoku. This 1. Works of body art 28. Crony
mind-bending 2. Israeli politician Abba 29. Where one begins (abbr.)
puzzle will have 3. Renowned desert 35. Architectural designation
you hooked from 4. Eat greedily 36. “Matt Houston” actor Horsley
the moment you 5. She didn't make it through the ~ 37. More (Spanish)
Fr. Revolution 38. Autonomic nervous system
square off, so 6. Beat 40. Indigenous peoples
Sharpen your 7. Bloodsucker 41. Deflections
pencil and put 8. From a place already noted 42. Circulating life force
your sudoku 9. Counted on 43. Executes with a rope
savvy to the test! 10. Alberta Assn. of Baccalaureate 44. Natives of an island nation
World Schools 45. Girls
11. Something one can make 47. Logician and philosopher
13. One who abstains 48. Nocturnal hoofed animal
17. Wild ox 49. Relaxing spaces
24. Type of student 52. From a distance
25. Bacterial infection of the skin  53. Form of Persian language
Level: intermediate 26. Expresses surprise 54. Amounts of time
Here’s How It Works: 27. What engaged couples 55. Mathematical designation

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine ultimately say

3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each

row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,

column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will -

appear by using the numeric cluesf already provided in the boxes. The Z -

more numbers you hame, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle! O -
AR AN VAR R RN |: T
1B B0 BEr D) 0
AR BEABEBE (—)' T
ARV IR kAR A A
A HEEI EIAE -
AR BNAREE L :
AEEDNEEBBEE N o
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A voice for

&/6/"%, child

Get an extro
25¢/gal cash back

. Speeds up to
The free Upside app earns you real With over 4,000 Louisiana children in the 100 Mbos with
cash back, even on debit purchases. child welfare system, we need volunteers .p N
more than ever. As a CASA volunteer, you EarthLlnk wn‘eless
will make a life-changing difference for a
Get the app and child who has experienced abuse or Home Internet
use code print5. ”eg'eft' Gzt lnvelies :Oday' Sign up today and -
www.louisianacasa.org get a $100 gift card!* (-.y EqrthLink®

*Terms and conditions apply

o4l Department of

Children &
Family Services

Offers vary by user and location. Terms and conditions apply. Go to Upside.com for details.

855-936-5998

Reliable Internet NOW!
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Bossier Press-Tribune

Where Local Business Gets Done.

Locally Owned & Operated

SPEER
ROOFING

& Construction, LLC

Serving Minden
and surrounding

areas since 2004! .
Free Estimates

owner Daniel SPBEI Phone (318) 371-0008

BLJJ ROOFING
LARRYBURRELL UWNER/

639 0090
/F REE T

“Oome Ride With Ug”

Webeter Parich Police Jury
Office of Community Services

DUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

Medical appointments,
work, shopping, banking or
S |visiting. From Springhill to
reveport and all pointe in
2/ between we will get you
there with dependable,

courteous services.

For information or to echedule a ride

318-377-7022 -Minden Monthly
318-539-5696 -Springhil

Bug Pagges
Handicap & wheelchair accessible
Equal opportunity employee/services AUallab le

FOUNDATION REPAIR &
HOUSE LEVELING, LLC

* Houses Pier & Beam
Leveled Sp ecialist
e Pierand = - et * We
Beam ! ‘ | ! 5| repair
Repaired messSSSSS - moisture,
i ) ‘ J @ termite
* Wood and
Floors , water
Replaced | I ' damage

3 18 8-2 18-9642
7545 Grimm Road
Shreveport, LA71107

Kenneth Gardner
Locally owned and operated
for over 30years

|

Have you been thinking about

DIGITAL MARKETING?

Let us take the
guesswork out of it
with:

DiGiTaL Aps
LanbinG Paces
SaLes FunneLs

ReTarGeTING

ngen
U

‘_

Renovationd

Your Local One Stop Home Improvement Contractor
* Licensed and Insured
For a FREE estimate, just give us a call!

IAbahamiBnuity Teddy Prultt

(318) 382-3272

€F find us on facebook @pruitthomerenovations

Licensed & Insured Arhorists

THE

Tree
Guys

Minden, LA

Locally:©Owned
& Operated

Jon Conway & Kevin Crawford
601 Howell St. ® Minden, LA 71055
Jon (318) 517-3069

Kevin (318) 780-0765

jon thetreeguys@gmail.com ¢ Like Us on Facebook @thetreeguys18

AliTec Plumbing LLC
"One call does it all"

Here to serve all your Plumbing,
Electrical, HVAC, Contracting, )
and Mechanical System Needs

AllTec Plumbing LLC MPL 4713, E/M 53297, HIC 556165, GC 882543, LMGF8166

318-243-1433

website: https://www.alltecplumbing.com/
g
_F find us on facebook

f alltecopps@gmail.com

Mobile Powerwash,
® - Service-®

“CLEAN YOUR HOME
WITH POWER"”

e Houses * Moblle Homes

*CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED*
318-965-9002 OR
CELL 318-455-4685
Bossier .Busmess
Suites

BOSSIER BUSINESS
SUITES

Central Bossier Location
Professional Co-Op Office Suites
$650+ all utilities included

Call for information 318-469-6296
@ Find us on Facebook at: Nttps:/lwww.facebook.com/bbs.properties.2023

Lic. Master Plumber 4306

4@@

(318) 382-3272

Pruitt Family Owned Business

oncrete Paving
Seal Coating

g/HLike us on

Northeast
Louisiana

Containers Wonroe, LA

Storage Container Rental/Sales
Onsite storage available. 8’x20°
containers $79/mo. 8’x40’ containers
$99/mo. Same day or next day
delivery available.
Northeast Louisiana Containers LLC
318-503-6273 504-232-9904
nelacontainers@yahoo.com

WATER PRODUCTION, TREATMENT,
AND DISTRIBUTION
GERTIFICATION TRAINING

Schedule information at:
websterparishwatertrainer.com

RICK BUCKNER, INSTRUCTOR
(318) 639-8310

MlTCHELL

> Asphalt& Concrete Paving
> Dirt Work & Hauling
> Demolition

Contact Keitiedé

Your Ad | Two Newspapers |
Two Websites | All Business

. [m] =31 [m]
inden

e

o

Looking to make some extra income, work
from home, be your own boss, be more
confident, build beautiful friendships, and
live your best life? If so, | encourage you to
join The Mary Kay Family! At the start up price
of just $35 you can accomplish ;

all of these things, like I did!

Just ask me how to get started!

318-423-1838 (O
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< JOE W. WHITE, PH.D.
Extension Horticulturist, (ret)
LSU AgCenter
o December 2024
It has been a great privilege for
many years to share horticultural
[ ] . . .
® information via the local newspa-
pers. While most of those years my
weekly articles were printed in the
° Shreveport Times, more recently
° they have been in this paper.
Although retired now for 24
years, it is my hope that T will re-
) main in good health and can con-
° tinue to provide timely information
in this newspaper. Furthermore,
it is my wish to be able to choose
° subjects that will not only be in-
@ teresting, but also informative,
useful and relative to horticultural
problems that occur in landscapes,
: gardens and with other horticultural
crops no matter how large or small
they are.
. Since I possess a large collection
° of books and other publications on
horticultural topics, I have a large
supply of material to work with.
°® However, I don’ try to keep up with
° the always changing field of agri-

! Y
4 4
.

A A A A _____A_A_A_A__J

RY ONE

cultural chemicals and pesticides
and therefore am not qualified to
make recommendations for their
use. Please call one of the local
LSU Extension offices for that in-
formation.

On Christmas Day know that |
wish all of my readers a “Very Mer-
ry Christmas” and a “Happy New
Year” And may your Christmas din-
ner include an abundance of fruits
and vegetables to compliment those
tasty meats and pastries.

Lastly, I want to thank you for
supporting this newspaper. It has
given me the opportunity to share
horticultural information that you
may find useful.

GARDENING WITH DR. JOE WHITE

STACEY TINSLEY

Minden Press-Herald

With Thanksgiving in the rearview
mirror, the holiday travel season is ramp-
ing up again. For pet owners, this means
preparing not only for your own journey
but also ensuring your furry friend’s safe-
ty and comfort. Here’s what pet owners
need to know for a smoother holiday
travel experience with their animal com-
panions.

PACKING ESSENTIALS
FOR PETS

Packing for two? When your pet joins
you on a holiday trip, it’s important to
gather the right supplies.

“Pack for your pet as well as yourself if
you’re going to travel together,” advises
Dr. Carlea Logan, a veterinarian at North
Airline Animal Hospital.

Beyond pet food and medications,
include medical records, an ID tag or
microchip details, and basic first-aid
supplies. If crossing state lines or interna-
tional borders, a health certificate issued
by a veterinarian is essential. For small
pets, use a securely locked carrier to pre-
vent travel mishaps.

ROAD SAFETY FOR PET
TRAVELERS

For pet owners traveling by car, safety
is crucial.

“Pets should always be safely re-
strained in vehicles, which means using
a secure harness or a carrier placed in a
location clear of airbags,” Dr. Logan em-
phasizes.

Proper restraints protect pets during
sudden stops, prevent driver distractions,
and keep them away from potentially
hazardous items like food or small ob-
jects. Small animals are also at risk of
getting stuck in tight spaces, so a pet re-
straint system is highly recommended.

TAKE BREAKS FOR YOUR
PET’S COMFORT
Long road trips can be rough on ani-
mals, so frequent breaks are essential for
their well-being. Allow your pet regular
stops for bathroom breaks, snacks, and
stress relief.

HOW TO TRAVEL WITH YOUR
PET DURING THE HOLIDAYS

“Never leave pets alone in vehicles,
even for a short time, regardless of the
weather,” Dr. Logan cautions.

Even in colder temperatures, animals
can experience dangerous heat buildup
or stress if left unattended.

REDUCING STRESS AND
PROVIDING COMFORT

Holiday travel can be as stressful for
pets as it is for humans. Keep your ani-
mal’s stress levels low by bringing famil-
iar items such as toys and blankets from
home.

Try to maintain their usual routine as
much as possible, even in new environ-
ments. Sticking to regular feeding, walk-
ing, and play schedules can help pets feel
more at ease when staying at a family
member’s or friend’s home.

FLYING WITH PETS:
EXTRA PRECAUTIONS

Air travel poses added challenges for
pets, including heightened stress.

“Talk with your veterinarian to see if
traveling by air is safe for your pet,” sug-
gests Dr. Logan.

If air travel is unavoidable, do your
best to secure a main-cabin spot for your
pet and consult the airline’s pet policies
in advance.

BOARDING YOUR PET

When traveling without your pet,
boarding facilities are a safe option if
thoroughly vetted.

“It is very important to keep up with
your pet’s vaccinations and routine
shots,” Dr. Logan notes, particularly for
highly contagious diseases like kennel
cough and canine influenza virus.

Make sure your pet is also taking pre-
ventive flea and tick medications. Visit-
ing the boarding facility beforehand and
asking questions about daily routines and
emergency protocols can provide peace
of mind.

CONCLUSION
This holiday season, careful prepa-
ration for your pet’s travel needs can
make all the difference, whether you’re
hitting the road, boarding a plane, or
entrusting their care to a reputable fa-
cility.
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LOOKING FOR A

NEW GAREER?

DAVID WADE
CORRECTIONAL CENTER JOB FAIR

THURSDAY, JANUARY 9, 2025

9:00 A.M. -

2:00 P.M.

WEBSTER PARISH LIBRARY -
THE STEWART CENTER
521 EAST AND WEST STREET
MINDEN, LA 71055

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS

FOR CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS

e HIRED ON THE SPOT
e AFFORDABLE HEALTH PLAN

e EXCELLENT RETIREMENT
e SNACKS WILL BE SERVED

call 318-927-0400

FOR DETAILS

12.28 15 PM
2, BET TICKETS

)
'
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 MARDI GRAS PREVIEW PARADE @6:30 PM

_, LOUISIANA BOARDWALK OUTLETS '
" & EAST BANK DISTRICT !

" BATILE OF THE MARCHING BANDS @715 PN

EAST BANK PLAZA

" FREE CONCERT FT. THE SPATMATICS @8:00 P

HURRICANE ALLEY IN EAST BANK

It
G

PRESENTED BY:

* colcahn

eum

STATE FAIRGROUNDS

LOUISIANA
ECONOMIC
DEVELOPMENT

.

N

S

Livel

Cardinaux Wealth Advisors ~ CASINO +HOTEL

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS  ameriprise Private Wealth Advisory Practice

LOUISIANA

FrsT :

{

RADIANCETECHNOLOGIESINDEPENDENCEBOWL.COM
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