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Mayor Nick Cox outlines vision for Minden’s growth and development in 2025

WILL PHILLIPS
Minden Press-Herald

As Minden gears up for
2025, Mayor Nick Cox has
outlined his plans for the
city, focusing on enhanc-
ing infrastructure, driving
economic growth, and
improving public servic-
es. With a vision rooted
in fostering community
and ensuring safety, Cox
is committed to making
Minden a thriving hub for

residents and businesses
alike.

“My driving strategy as
mayor is to provide the
highest possible qual-
ity of life for our citizens.
Ensuring safety is a key
part of this mission, as a
safe city attracts families,
businesses, and oppor-
tunities. That’'s why we
prioritize public safety in
our budget, investing in
strong law enforcement.
We are also addressing

critical infrastructure
needs, such as improv-
ing our water and
sewer systems and
making significant
street repairs. These
efforts are aimed at
ensuring Minden
remains a welcom-
ing and thriving
place to live, work,
and raise a family,”
said Cox.

The mayor also high-

projects the city will be
undertaking as it moves
into the new
year. Minden’s
infrastructure
plans include
two transforma-
tive water proj-
ects. The first is
a $3.4 million
state-funded
construction of a
2-million-gallon
groundwater tank, which
will more than double the

lighted some of the major

city’s current water stor-
age capacity and enhance
water quality. Mayor Cox
credited Representative
Wayne McMahen and
Senator Adam Bass for
their roles in securing
the funding. The second
project, supported by
a $506,000 grant, is the
Shreveport Road Water
Main Replacement, Phase
1. This initiative will re-
place a 100-year-old main
line critical to the city’s

water distribution.

The city is also focusing
on its airport, with plans
to expand hangar capac-
ity. This project, funded
entirely by federal funds,
aims to boost fuel sales
and hangar rental reve-
nues, further establishing
the airport as a vital eco-
nomic asset for the City of
Minden.

Additionally, Minden
will construct a new pub-

See, VISION, Page 3

NEW YEARS BABY

Sophia Kaye becomes first baby born in
MMC on New Year’s Day
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Sophia Kaye was the first baby born in Webster Parish on New Years. Sophia was born at Minden Medi-
cal Center on New Year’s Day at 11:06 PM weighing 5 Ibs and 4 ounces to parents Shayna Neal and Jason

Watson from Springhill.

CITY COUNCIL

City Council addresses Mayor Pro Tempore election,
police hire, trash cost increase, and zoning appeal

WILL PHILLIPS
Minden Press-Herald

During the January
Minden City Council
meeting, the mayor and
council handled various
matters of city business,
including the election of
a new Mayor Pro Tem-
pore, a new police hire,
an increase in the cost
of trash pickup services,
and the appeal of a zon-
ing variance made by the
Minden Planning Com-
mission in December.

The meeting began
with the election of the
Mayor Pro Tempore for
2025. Mayor Nick Cox
recommended City
Councilman Buddy Myl-
es of District A to serve as
Mayor Pro Tempore for
the upcoming year. Four
votes were cast in favor of
the motion, with Coun-
cilman Myles abstaining
from the vote.

Shortly afterward, the
council granted Coun-
cilman Myles signatory
power to sign checks.
This ensures that, if he
needs to fulfill the role of
mayor, he will be able to
facilitate the duties of the

position.

Next, the council voted
to approve a slight price
increase for residents’

and businesses’ trash
pickup services. The
mayor explained that

these increases were the
result of a stipulation
in their contract, which
raises the cost of trash
pickup in the city by 3.5%
annually. The price in-
creases for residents and
businesses were imple-
mented to ensure the city
does not lose money fa-
cilitating these services.
“Every year, our trash
contract has a 3.5% in-
crease. Looking at the
numbers... we have one
major objective: we don’t
want the city to lose mon-
ey on that contract,” said
Mayor Cox. These chang-
es will increase the cost
for residents from $17 to
$17.50. Apartment com-
plexes, which currently
pay $15.50, will see their
rate rise to $16.50, and
businesses will pay $23,
up from $22. The council
members approved this
motion, with District C
Councilwoman Latasha

Anderson Mitchell ab-
staining.

The city council also
unanimously approved
Minden Police Chief
Jared Mclver’s recom-
mendation to hire Cody
James as a full-time po-
lice officer in the Minden
Police Department, con-
tingent upon his comple-
tion of the relevant tests.
Chief Mclver stated that
this hire ensures the de-
partment will continue
to be fully staffed.

Near the end of the
meeting, the council ap-
proved an appeal regard-
ing a zoning variance
granted by the Minden
Planning Commission
last month.

“On December 5, 2024,
the Minden Planning
Commission voted to
grant a zoning variance
for property located at
901 Park Highway,” said
Mayor Cox.

A letter appealing the
decision was received on
December 19, prompted
by District D Council-
man Michael Roy after
he received a list of sig-
natures from residents in

the area requesting the
appeal.

“I think the main
concern — and I've ex-
pressed this to Ms. Jones
— is that the planning
commission gave an
open-ended variance for
that piece of property.
So, we need to bring it
back and have a good set
of plans and so forth, so
that the residents and the
city know exactly what'’s
going to be put there
before anything actually
takes place,” said Coun-
cilman Roy.

The appeal was ap-
proved, sending the mat-
ter back to the planning
commission for its Feb-
ruary meeting.

The Minden City
Council meets on the
first Monday of each
month at 6 PM at the
Minden Civic Center.
Meetings are open to the
public. For those who
wish to view the meet-
ing live or later, it is live-
streamed on the City of
Minden’s Facebook page
and YouTube channel,
titled “City of Minden -
Feels Like Home.

2025 LAW ENFORCEMENT

Law enforcement leaders
outline 2025 safety goals

AMBER MCDOWN
Minden Press-Herald

Minden Police Chief
Jared Mclver and Webster
Parish Sheriff Jason Park-
er have unveiled plans
to enhance safety, crime
prevention, and commu-
nity engagement for 2025.
Their  initiatives
aim to improve
preparedness, ex-
pand officer train-
ing, and leverage
technology to bet-
ter serve residents.

Sheriff Parker echoed
a commitment to col-
laboration, noting, “Once
a year we put on a big
event where we test our
response, whether that be
to an active shooter situa-
tion or whatever. One year
we had a mock school bus
crash that we responded
to with Springhill PD.

Community
Engagement

Mclver high-
lighted the depart-
ment’s role in ex-

Collaborative isting community
Preparedness MCIVER programs, includ-
ing events like Na-

Chief Mclver tional Night Out
emphasized the im- and school initiatives. Ad-

portance of developing
multiple-agency
comprehensive
response plans for
critical incidents in
churches, schools,
and  businesses.
“We need a plan
for who will be in
charge, what radio
frequencies will be
used, and who will
contact EMS and
fire departments,” Mclver
said. The police depart-
ment has started work-
ing with other agencies to
finalize these plans, with
practical drills planned
once the framework is
complete.

(.
PARKER

ditionally, the department
plans to host its
first Minden Police
Association  ban-
quet in August and
continue popular
outreach  efforts
such as the annual
“Grinch” video se-
ries.

Sheriff ~ Parker
plans to expand
training and pro-
grams for schools, church-
es, and civic groups with
the addition of a dedicated
training deputy. “We cur-
rently attend community
events and provide train-

See, GOALS, Page 3
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Webster Parish School
Board reviews funding,
approves field trips

AMBER MCDOWN
Minden Press-Herald

The Webster Parish
School Board convened
its regular meeting on
Monday, January 6, 2025,
at its offices on Sheppard
Street. District 7 represen-
tative Linda Kinsey
was absent, but all
agenda items were
approved unani-

mously by the
board.

The board ap-
proved a fifth-
grade field trip for
Richardson El-
ementary students

to visit NASA in Houston,
Texas, in May. The trip
will be funded through
Title I allocations and
fundraising efforts, along
with parental contribu-
tions. Additionally, board
members approved travel
for educators to attend
the NIET Conference in

ROWLAND

Washington, D.C., in Feb-
ruary. The conference fo-
cuses on the implemen-
tation of a new teacher
evaluation system being
introduced this year.

A coordinated funding
request for the 2025-2026
school year was approved
on behalf of the
Webster  Parish
Ready Start Early
Childhood  Net-
work. The applica-
tion seeks funding
for birth-to-four-
year-old seats as
part of standard
protocol to sup-
port early learning
programs.

Several expenditures
were ratified for main-
tenance and facility up-
grades across district
schools, with funding
sourced from various lo-
cal maintenance funds,
sales tax revenues, and

See, SCHOOLS, Page 3

8"95634'00207" " ¢

Submit your news at

press-herald.com/submissions




2 | WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8, 2025

WeBsTeER & MoRE

FLOODING

MINDEN PRESS-HERALD | MINDEN, LA

Flood warning issued for Bayou Dorcheat; minor flooding forecast

AMBER MCDOWN
Minden Press-Herald

The National Weather
Service has extended a
Flood Warning for Bayou
Dorcheat near Springhill,
affecting portions of Web-
ster and Columbia Par-
ishes, as minor flooding
continues in the area.

As of 10 AM Friday, the
river stage measured 12.6
feet, surpassing the flood
stage of 11.0 feet. The
maximum stage recorded
in the past 24 hours was
12.7 feet. Forecasters pre-

dict the river will gradu-
ally recede to 11.0 feet by
Wednesday morning.

Minor flooding has
been reported along the
bayou, impacting private
boat ramps and low-lying
areas. Residents with live-
stock near Bayou Dor-
cheat are urged to move
animals to higher ground
to avoid potential haz-
ards.

The current water level
is comparable to a pre-
vious crest of 12.6 feet
recorded on January 27,

2016.

The Flood Warning in-
cludes areas near Sprin-
ghill, Lake
Bistineau, and Bayou
Dorcheat, all within Web-
ster Parish. The National

Dixie Inn,

Weather Service advises
residents to monitor con-
ditions closely and take
precautions as necessary.

For updates on the riv-
er’s status and flood fore-
casts, visit the National
Weather Service website
or tune in to local weather
reports.

CRIME

Man arrested for domestic abuse, drug possession on Christmas Day

STAFF REPORT
Minden Press-Herald

A Minden man was ar-
rested on Christmas Day
following a domestic dis-
pute that turned physical
at Hillside Lane Apart-
ments, according to po-
lice reports.

Officers responded to
the complex after receiv-
ing a call about an ac-
tive domestic altercation.

While en route, they were
informed the incident had
escalated. Upon arrival,
officers were directed to
the suspect, identified as
Latavion Kardell Seam-
ster, 32, walking through
the complex.

Officers repeatedly or-
dered Seamster to stop,
but he initially ignored
their commands. He
eventually complied and
was taken into custody.

During a search, authori-
ties found 18 ecstasy pills
hidden in a cigarette pack
in Seamster’s pants pock-
et. He was transported to
the Minden Police De-
partment and booked.
The victim, who was
interviewed after Seam-
ster’s arrest, recounted
the events leading up to
the altercation. She stat-
ed she was at home with
Seamster and her two

children, one of whom is
Seamster’s daughter. An
argument reportedly be-
gan for unknown reasons,
escalating when Seamster
allegedly choked her to
the point she feared for
her life. The victim called
911, but Seamster fled the
scene before officers ar-
rived.

The victim expressed
continued fear of Seam-
ster and requested to

leave her residence de-
spite  being informed
of his arrest. She stated
this was the first physi-
cal altercation between
them and chose to pursue
charges.

A review of Seamster’s
criminal history revealed
three prior arrests for
domestic abuse battery,
with the most recent in
July 2020. He also has a
2012 arrest for possession

ofa Schedule II controlled
substance.

Seamster faces charges
of domestic abuse battery
with child endangerment
and strangulation, pos-
session of a Schedule II
drug, and resisting an of-
ficer.

All subjects are consid-
ered innocent until proven
guilty in a court of law.

GOVERNMENT

Speaker Johnson reelected as Speaker of the House

STAFF REPORT
Minden Press-Herald

On the first day of the
119th Congress, the U.S.
House of Representatives
reelected Speaker Mike
Johnson on the first bal-
lot, securing his position
as the 56th Speaker of the
House.
the
Johnson
the

Following vote,
ad-

chamber,

Speaker
dressed

highlighting a shift in the
political climate and out-
lining priorities for the
new Congress.

“But in recent months,
we have witnessed some-
thing happening, some-
thing that’s really remark-
able. A political moment
in modern history. A
groundswell of Ameri-
cans from every state,
race, and religion who
now demand that we put

the interests of Americans
first again. And we will)
Johnson said.

He the
need to reject past poli-
cies, stating, “This is a

emphasized

powerful new coalition
of our country, it’s a co-
alition that insists that
we purge the policies
of ‘America last’ and we
bury them in the grave-
yard of history’s mistakes.
To that end, this Congress

will renounce the status
quo, and we will listen to
the voices of the people.
We will act quickly, and
we will start by defend-
ing our nation’s borders.
That’s the number one
priority.”

Johnson’s reelection
marks the continuation of
his leadership as he seeks
to address key legislative
goals in the 119th Con-
gress.

SPRINGHILL

Springhill’s historic downtown to get a
boost with Paul Bruhn Revitalization

Springhill, LA — De-
cember 18, 2024 — The
Springhill Main Street
Program is thrilled to
announce that the his-
toric Branch Brothers
building, located at 301
S Main Street, will soon
undergo a transformative
rehabilitation thanks to
the Paul Bruhn Historic
Revitalization =~ Subgrant
awarded by Louisiana
Main Street. This $55,000
grant, secured by the Lof-
ton family, who recently
purchased the building,
underscores the commit-
ment of local citizens and
organizations to preserv-
ing Springhill’s rich his-
tory while paving the way
for a vibrant future.

“We couldn’t be proud-
er of the Loftons for their
vision and initiative in
pursuing this grant,” said
Amie Poladian, Director
of Springhill Main Street.
“This project is a shining
example of what’s pos-
sible when we combine
our community’s passion
for its heritage with the
resources to bring that vi-
sion to life. This is just one
of many positive improve-
ments we see on the hori-
zon for downtown Sprin-
ghill, and I'm confident
that a bright future lies
ahead for our town.”

The Paul Bruhn His-

Grant

toric Revitalization Sub-
grant is a competitive
program aimed at sup-
porting the preservation
of historic buildings in
rural communities. The
funds awarded to the
Branch Brothers building
will help ensure that this
iconic structure retains
its historic charm while
adapting to meet modern
needs. As one of Spring-
hill's architectural gems,
the building’s revitaliza-
tion promises to enhance
the downtown area’s aes-
thetic appeal and func-
tionality, attracting more
visitors and businesses to
the heart of our town.

While the grant’s imple-
mentation timeline re-
flects the deliberate pace
of government processes,
with construction set to
begin in the latter part of
2025, the anticipated re-
sults will be well worth
the wait. The rehabilita-
tion will include structur-
al and cosmetic updates
that honor the building’s
historic integrity while
making it a viable space
for future use.

“These improvements
will not only preserve our
history but also energize
our economy by creating
spaces that draw in entre-
preneurs, shoppers, and
community members,’

added Amie. “Projects
like this remind us that
investing in our past is in-
vesting in our future.”

The renovation of the
Branch Brothers building
marks an exciting chap-
ter in Springhill’'s ongo-
ing efforts to revitalize
its downtown district. By
combining historic pres-
ervation with forward-
thinking initiatives, Sprin-
ghill continues to position
itself as a community that
values its roots while em-
bracing growth and op-
portunity.

For more information
about the Paul Bruhn
Historic ~ Revitalization
Subgrant or other Main
Street initiatives, please
contact Amie Poladi-
an at (318)578-3909 or
mainst@springhill-la.us

About Springhill Main
Street:

Springhill Main Street
is dedicated to the revi-
talization and economic
development of Spring-
hill’s historic downtown
district. Through preser-
vation efforts, community
engagement, and collab-
oration with local busi-
nesses, Springhill Main
Street strives to create a
vibrant and welcoming
environment for all.

PUBLIC
NOTICE

The full text of the Acts from the
2024 Third Extraordinary Session of the
Louisiana Legislature may be viewed on the
website of the Official Journal of the State
at www.theadvocate.com.

Prepared by

Secretary of State Nancy Landry
pursuant to Act 802 of the 2010 Regular
Session of the Louisiana Legislature.
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Roger Alan

Newsom

Graveside services celebrating
the life of Roger Alan Newsom will
be held Saturday, January 18, 2025,

at 11:AM at Pilgrim’s Rest Cem-
etery,1080 LA Alt 2, Shongaloo, Louisiana.

Roger was born on November 17, 1953, in Haynes-

ville, Louisiana and entered into rest peacefully on De-

cember 28, 2024, at his home. He served his country

in the United States Navy. Roger was talented in that

he could make or fix most anything, he loved dogs and

kids which always brought a smile to his face.

He was preceded in death by his parents Douglas

and Faye Newsom and his younger brother, Joel New-

som.

He is survived by his sister, Brenda Maxey, nephews,

Jeremiah and Levi Newsom, and Greg Austin: Newsom

and Duke cousins, and friends.

In lieu of flowers donations in memory of Roger may

be made to the Pilgrim Rest Cemetery Association, 489

Cowboy Morgan Road, Shongaloo, Louisiana 71072.

CRIME

Doyline man charged with felony after missing
juvenile found

STAFF REPORT
Minden Press-Herald

An 18-year-old Doyline
man was arrested on Jan-
uary 4 after a missing ju-
venile from St. Tammany
Parish was located at his
residence.

According to the Web-
ster Parish Sheriff’s Office,
deputies were dispatched
to the 300 block of Clark
Circle after St. Tammany
authorities pinged the

juvenile’s phone in that
area. Upon arrival, depu-
ties spoke with an elderly
resident who reported
that a female matching
the description of the
missing juvenile was in
his grandson’s camper.
Deputies made contact
with Landon Gallman,
18, and confirmed the
juvenile was present. The
juvenile was placed in a
marked patrol car while

deputies questioned Gall-
man. After being advised
of his rights under Mi-
randa, Gallman admitted
to traveling to Slidell to
pick up the juvenile after
meeting her online.

Gallman also admitted
to providing the juvenile
with marijuana and stat-
ed that they had smoked
marijuana and engaged
in sexual activity the pre-
vious night.

Gallman was taken into
custody and booked into
the Webster Parish Jail.
He faces charges of carnal
knowledge of a juvenile,
a felony, and contribut-
ing to the delinquency of
aminor.

The juvenile was safely
recovered.

All subjects are consid-
ered innocent until proven
guilty in a court of law.

SCHOOLS

Continued from Page 1

grants. Key approvals in-
clude:

Lakeside Jr./Sr. High
School:  Purchase of
12 desktop PCs for
$19,668.12 and several re-
pairs totaling $3,630.

Minden High School:
Boiler maintenance con-
tracts and HVAC repairs
exceeding $14,000, plus
power washing services
for $4,236.78.

North Webster High
School: Replacement of a
commercial water heater
for $12,547 and other re-
pairs totaling $11,225.

Springhill Schools: Up-
grades to outdated phone
systems and boiler main-
tenance.

These projects reflect
the board’s continued in-

vestment in maintaining
safe and functional learn-
ing environments across
the parish.

The board entered an
executive session to dis-
cuss insurance matters.
Upon returning, they
approved a measure to
provide up to two-thirds
of the workman’s com-
pensation insurance as
recommended by legal
counsel.

Dr. Rebecca Wilson,
director of personnel, re-
ported on recruitment
efforts for the upcoming
school year. The district
is actively seeking quali-
fied candidates, includ-
ing a school secretary for

lighted holiday support
efforts. The Salvation
Army served 89 families,
benefiting 168 students.
Walmart stores in Minden
and Springhill contribut-
ed gifts for local students,
while Brushwood Meth-
odist Church provided
Christmas dinners for 13
Central Elementary fami-
lies.

“My prayer is that peo-
ple will see the benefit
of people who truly care
about people,” Hullaby
said. “I feel like I work for
one of the best districts; I
live in a community that
loves to serve people.”

Superintendent Johnny
Rowland reminded at-

He also noted potential
bad weather on Thursday
evening, advising par-
ents to monitor the dis-
trict’'s Facebook page for
updates on possible clo-
sures.

“I'm looking forward to
2025,” Rowland stated op-
timistically.

The board’s next meet-
ing is scheduled for Mon-
day, February 3, 2025, at
6 PM at the school board
offices. The public is in-
vited to attend.

As the board progresses
into the new year, the fo-
cus remains on providing
quality education, sup-
porting staff develop-
ment, and maintaining
district facilities to en-
hance the learning envi-
ronment for all students.

Brown Upper Elementary. tendees that students

Community liaison return to school on

Ursula Hullaby high- Wednesday, January 8.
Submit your news at

press-herald.com/submissions
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DEPENDABLE CAREGIVER
SEEKING WORK.

Have references if needed.
Call 318-224-3813
or 318-268-8842.

Leave message if no answer.

GOALS

Continued from Page 1

ing or programs when re-
quested,” Parker said.

Training Enhance-
ments

Both departments are
prioritizing officer train-
ing. The Minden Police
Department will in-
crease firearms training
frequency and introduce
sessions on defensive
tactics, legal updates,
and traffic stops. “We will
react to a situation with
how we train,” Mclver
stated.

The Sherift’s Office has
completed a training fa-
cility at its firing range
and plans to expand
in-house and external
training courses. “We not
only train and certify our
deputies but also other
parish law enforcement
officers,” Parker said.

Technology and
Data

Technology upgrades
are central to both de-
partments’ strategies.
Mclver is pursuing grants
to help fund -citywide
surveillance  cameras,
license plate readers,
and an additional drone.
“Surveillance is key, not
to invade privacy, but to
identify persons or vehi-
cles and establish time-
lines,” Mclver explained.

Parker highlighted the
adoption of software to
connect suspects across
jurisdictions and plans
to expand the functions
of the department’s com-
puter-aided dispatch
system, including patrol
vehicle tracking.

Traffic and Event
Safety

Traffic safety remains a
priority for both depart-
ments, especially dur-
ing community events.
Mclver noted height-
ened security measures,
including additional
officers at barricades
and major gatherings,
in response to national
trends.

Sheriff Parker reiterat-
ed the department’s sup-
port for municipal police
at parades and festivals,
ensuring that events re-
main secure for attend-
ees. “We have a great
working relationship
with our fellow parish
law enforcement agen-
cies, and we will con-
tinue to provide support
during parades, festivals,
and special events.”

Both leaders under-
scored their commit-
ment to creating a safer
environment for Minden
and Webster Parish resi-
dents in 2025 through
strategic planning, col-
laboration, and innova-
tion.

VISION

Continued from Page 1

lic works complex to
consolidate employees
and equipment in one
location. This consoli-
dation is expected to
improve operational ef-
ficiency, reduce costs,
and enhance respon-
siveness to community
needs.

Economic develop-
mentin Minden will take
a unique turn in 2025
as the city explores be-
coming a sports tourism
destination. Plans are
underway to transform
the recreation com-
plex into a tournament
hub capable of hosting
regional and national
sports events. Accord-
ing to Mayor Cox, “This
initiative could attract
regional and national
sports events, bringing
in visitors and boosting
local businesses such as
hotels, restaurants, and
retailers. It also has the
potential to add many
new businesses and
restaurants to Minden,
with a particular focus
on developing Indus-
trial Drive, which is one
of our top goals”

The project will also
focus on developing In-
dustrial Drive and en-
hancing  recreational

in the feasibility study
phase, and as the year
progresses, we expect to
have a more solid plan
and direction for this
transformative  initia-
tive. This project reflects
our dedication to foster-
ing economic growth
and expanding oppor-
tunities for our commu-

nity.”
Transparency and
community involve-

ment remain at the core
of Minden’s governance.
“We regularly engage
with residents through
events like Christmas in
Minden and our month-
ly KASO Radio Show,
where we provide up-
dates and address pub-
lic concerns,” said Cox.
In 2025, the city will also
begin live-streaming
city council workshops
to improve accessibility
and ensure residents are
well-informed about lo-
cal decisions,” said Cox.

“By keeping commu-
nication open and en-
couraging participation,
we ensure our citizens
are informed, valued,
and proud of the direc-
tion Minden is headed.
The collaboration and
dedication of our city
council have been in-
strumental in making
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facilities for the city’s
youth. “This project is an
investment in our chil-
dren, providing them
with improved recre-
ational facilities and
opportunities to par-
ticipate in competitive
sports close to home.
By creating a space for
youth to thrive and
grow, we are building a
stronger foundation for

Minden’s future,” said
Mayor Cox.
“Currently, we are

possible.”

As Minden embarks
on this ambitious jour-
ney in 2025, Mayor Cox’s
vision underscores a
commitment to improv-
ing the quality of life for
all residents. With stra-
tegic investments in in-
frastructure, economic
development, and pub-
lic services, the city is
well-positioned for a
year of growth, innova-
tion, and community
building.
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OPINION

Terror Attacks Highlight that Border
Security is National Security

‘A nation without borders is not a nation.’

As I write this, the FBI is
still gathering information
regarding the likely ISIS-in-
spired New Year’s Day ter-
ror attack in New Orleans.
The individual, with an ISIS
flag in his vehicle, crashed
his truck into pedestrians,
causing multiple fatalities.
He has been identified as
Shamsud-Din Jabbar, an
American citizen and Army
veteran who has obviously
been radicalized as his so-
cial media posts indicate.
Of great concern is that au-
thorities also found weap-
ons and Improvised Explo-
sive Devices (IEDs) in the
vehicle itself, as well as in
other places in the French
Quarter.

All of this is to say nothing
of the Tesla cyber truck that
exploded outside of the Las
Vegas Trump Hotel, which
left one dead and seven in-
jured. It appears that a high-
ly decorated Army soldier
and Green Beret, Matthew
Livelsberger, drove the cyber
truck that exploded outside
the Trump property. Livels-
berger apparently shot him-
self in the head just prior to
detonation. Evidence sug-
gests that Livelsberger likely
was suffering from combat
induced PTSD and may have
planned a more damaging
attack, but the steel-sided
vehicle contained much of
the force from the explosive
device.

What is going on?

As The Wall Street Jour-
nal has stated, “a particular
concern is the porous U.S.
border with Mexico and we
know people on the U.S. ter-
ror watch list have entered
the U.S. during the Biden
Administration. What
about others we don’t know
about?”
(WSJ, Jan
2, 2025).
It is grip-
ping to
begin the
new year
with  the
thought
that the
U.S. could
be on the
front end of a new wave of
domestic terror. To that
point, WSJ further suggests
“another lesson is that it’s
still vital to stay on offense
against jihadist groups
abroad, lest they be able to
establish sanctuaries from
which they can plan attacks
on the West as they did on
9/11” (ID.)

I have written before about
the great danger generally of
the illegal invasion of our
southern and, increasingly,
northern, U.S. borders, to
include illegals of the very
worst kind—including mur-
derers and rapists and the
daily harm they do—child
and human traffickers, and
mountains of drugs includ-
ing fentanyl that kills Ameri-
cans daily. But this is terror-

ROYAL
ALEXANDER

ism.

No nation is or can con-
sider itself a sovereign if it
doesn’t know who is com-
ing over its borders into its
country. How can we not
know who is in our country?

FBI Director Christopher
Wray (who I am delighted
to see leaving and being re-
placed by nominee Kash Pa-
tel) has stated that his agen-
cy has been on high alert
since the Oct 7th massacre
in Israel, and he would be
“hard pressed to think of a
time where so many threats
to our public safety and na-
tional security were so el-
evated all at once.”

What conclusions can we
draw?

Well, the first is that ISIS is
back. Another conclusion
is that President Biden'’s hu-
miliating withdrawal from
Afghanistan not only left
approximately $86 billion
of American military equip-
ment in the hands of the Tal-
iban—and 13 dead Ameri-
can service members—but
the most dangerous and
damaging effect of this di-
saster was America appear-
ing weak and indecisive.

Further, as James Carafa-
no has recently stated “Bei-
jing, Tehran, and Moscow
know that Trump is going to
take his heavy hand off the
Bible in a few weeks and lay
a meaty fist on them. They
will be scrambling for un-
derhanded ways to push

back. Terrorism will be one
of them. In fact, they are al-
ready doing this. Russia con-
tracted for terrorist attacks
in Germany. China dumped
Israel on October 7. Iran
has put out hit contracts on
Americans.” (Carafano, Fox
News, January 2, 2025).

Our enemies are no less
committed to damaging
America than they have ever
been. Perhaps President
Trump will revive the Bush
Preemption Doctrine artic-
ulated after 9-11 when Pres-
ident George W. Bush stated
that America is not going to
wait to be attacked—that if
there is reliable intelligence
of an imminent attack on
our country, America will
strike first. The key is having
a strong president who will
enable his government to
prevent such attacks in the
first place and then move
with overwhelming force to
crush an enemy when an at-
tack is made. We have one
now.

America must only survive
a few more days, until noon
on January 20th, 2025. Then
our government will finally
make America strong, pow-
erful, safe, and first again.

SHREVEPORT ATTORNEY, ROYAL
ALEXANDER, WORKED IN D.C. IN THE
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FOR
NEARLY 8 YEARS FOR TWO DIFFERENT
MEMBERS OF CONGRESS FROM
LOUISIANA.

INSPIRATION

Am I an Accident Waiting to Happen?

According to the National
Safety Council 53.6 per-
cent of accidents happen at
home.

Since most of my acci-
dents occurred at home
maybe you can avoid my
careless pitfalls.

Where shall I start? Where
shall I begin?

On January 6th, 2020,
while spending time with
my older friend, I found
ways to relieve my back
Fain that has plagued me
or years. While lying on the
floor with my le%s igh up
against the wall I fell asleep.
A few hours later i noticed a
blister on my left knee cap.

Because I had no clue
what it was before talkin
with a friend who insiste
I go to’ see Doctor Carter
Boyd, my beloved primary
physician, who diagnosed
me with a poisonous spider
bite.

Not only did he give me
antibiotics but for various
reasons the bite took six

months to heal.

On March 3rd 1 triﬁped
over an exercise machine,
leavingmebadlybruised and
inthe emergencyroom three
hours lat-
er.

Fam-
ily mem-
bers im-
mediately
moved the
machine
far away.

I was
just grate-
ful that it
was I who
fell rather
than my
elderly
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friend.

A few days later the coro-
na-virus lock down officially
began, keeping us all out of
circulation for a year, but be-
ing an introvert I am rarely
became bored, as I enjoy
being a homebody. Listen-
ing to myself think, I thrive
on writing my thoughts

down.

On June 4th I fell out of
bed, leaVinF me shaken but
not seriously hurt but I went
to my doctor and was as-
sured I didn’t suffer bleed-
in%on the brain.

n September 2nd I
tripped and fell rushing into
an AT&T store in Shreveport
-- but not seriously injured.

Nobody’s to blame except
me. I tend to become care-
less when I walk too fast, as
is my genetic nature!

You should have seen my
four feet eleven inch moth-
er who run-walked every
where she went.

And on December 30th I
tripped over a pair of shoes,
fracturing three toes on my
right foot, hopefully givin
me a wake up call thatInee
to slow down, leading me to
ask am I an accident waiting
to happen?

Trying to be more care-
ful T have obtained a cane,
a walker but the best piece
I have found is a shopping

cart because not only makes
me feel more stable and al-
lows me to run walk wher-
ever I go!

IThope the readers will find
some answers to the chal-
lenges that the golden years
provide.

At the age of 76 my chil-
dren want me to live to 107,
because my oldest son, Per-
ry, says he won’t miss me so
much because he will be in
his eighties.

It does make me feel more
secure to be loved.

I appreciate my children’s
encouragement.

I know that Jesus is in con-
trol because He the same
yesterday, today and forever
and He always gets me to the
right place at the right time.

Without Him I can do
nothing.

CONTACT SARAH AT SARAHP@AOL.
COM

203 GLEASON STREET

Embracing New Beginnings in 20235: Minden’s Momentum Continues

As we usher in 2025, many of
us are filled with a sense of new
beginnings. January often brings
with it the promise of fresh starts,
a time to reset and focus on the
possibilities the new year holds.
This feeling of renewal couldn’t
be more fitting for Minden, as
we've already seen incredible
momentum in 2024. From the
record-breaking success of the
St. Jude Auction, which raised
over $2.5 million for cancer re-
search, to the expansion and
growth of local businesses like
Fibrebond, Minden has much to
be proud of.

The St. Jude Auction is a testa-
ment to the heart of our commu-
nity, showcasing our collective
commitment to supporting life-
changing causes. The generosity
of our residents and businesses
reflects the very spirit of Min-
den—a town that understands
the importance of coming to-
gether for a common good. This

year’s auction was a milestone,
not just in the amount raised but
in the unified spirit of compas-
sion that it sparked across our
region.

Similarly,
Fibrebond’s
announce-
ment to
begin con-
struction on
a new elec-
trical inte-
gration facil-
ity highlights
Minden’s
growing
economic
potential.
This expansion will not only
create jobs but will also posi-
tion our community as a leader
in industries that are critical to
the region’s future. It’s an excit-
ing development, one that rein-
forces Minden'’s ability to adapt
and thrive in an ever-changing

DAVID
SPECHT

economic landscape.

But the achievements of 2024
don’t end there. Minden has
seen growth and progress in
various sectors, from infrastruc-
ture improvements to commu-
nity initiatives. New businesses
are opening, and longstanding
institutions are evolving to meet
the needs of the present. What's
most exciting about all of this is
that these are just a few examples
of the forward momentum we've
witnessed over the last year.

As we look ahead to 2025, it's
important to reflect on the foun-
dation that has been laid. The
challenges of the past year, both
expected and unforeseen, have
only made us stronger. We've
weathered difficulties, but we've
also emerged more resilient and
more determined than ever to
continue moving forward.

In times of success, it’s easy to
focus solely on what we've ac-
complished, but we must also

remain vigilant and forward-
thinking. As we continue to
grow, we must stay adaptable
and prepared for whatever chal-
lenges come our way. This is the
beauty of momentum—it's not
just about where we are, but
about what lies ahead and how
we maintain that forward mo-
tion.

Minden’s story is one of prog-
ress, and as we continue into
2025, we should be intentional
about building on what we’ve
achieved. Our success is rooted
in collaboration, in the collective
efforts of our community, busi-
nesses, and organizations. It's
about partnerships, whether it’s
a local business like Fibrebond
expanding, or the hundreds of
people coming together for a
cause like St. Jude.

The coming year will un-
doubtedly bring new opportuni-
ties, challenges, and milestones.
But if 2024 taught us anything,

it's that we have what it takes
to meet those challenges head-
on. We have a community that
is strong, resilient, and ready to
grow.

Let's take the momentum
from 2024 and carry it into 2025.
Whether it’'s continuing to sup-
portourlocal businesses, finding
new ways to give back, or sup-
porting our leaders, we all play
a part in the continued growth
of our community. Together, we
can make this year even better
than the last. The possibilities
are endless, and together, we can
turn them into reality.

Here’s to a prosperous, pro-
ductive, and fulfilling New Year.
Let's keep pushing forward,
Minden!

DAVID SPECHT IS PRESIDENT OF SPECHT
NEWSPAPERS, INC., PUBLISHER OF THE
MINDEN PRESS-HERALD, BOSSIER PRESS-
TRIBUNE, AND BIZ MAGAZINE.
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FOOTBALL/COLUMN

Preseason predictions featured some hits, whitts

RUSSELL HEDGES
Minden Press-Herald

Now that the college
football season is over for
LSU and area teams, let’s go
back and take a look at how
our predictions in the pre-
season football tab fared.

We'll start with colleges.

LSU — Our prediction:
10-2. Final regular-season
record: 8-4.

We weren't far off on the
Tigers. After losing to USC
in the season opener, LSU
won six in a row.

But the season went
off the rails after that with
three straight losses. The Ti-

gers rebounded with three
straight wins to end the
season, including a Texas
Bowl victory over Baylor.

Louisiana Tech — Our
prediction: 6-6. Final
regular-season record: 5-7.

We were very close on
this one. But Louisiana
Tech could’ve easily won
five more games.

They lost six by 10
points or less, including
three in overtime. In two
of the overtime losses, it
looked like they were go-
ing to win in regulation. A
blocked field goal and Hail
Mary on the final plays
forced the overtimes.

Because of an unusual
set of circumstances, Tech
received an invitation to
the Radiance Technologies
Independence Bowl. The
Bulldogs fell to Army 27-6
and finished 5-8.

Grambling State — Our
prediction: 7-5: Final re-
cord: 5-7.

Again, we weren’t that
far off. Like Tech, the
Tigers’ record could have
been much better.

GSU lost six by 10 points
or less. The Tigers lost five
by seven or less, including
two by two points, one by
three and one by five. One
of the two-point losses was

in five overtimes.

Northwestern State —
Our prediction: 5-7. Final
record: 0-12.

We definitely whiffed
on this. NSU was coming
off a very tough abbreviated
2023 season.

The Demons had a new
head coach, Blaine Mc-
Corkle, who basically had
to build a new team from
scratch with the exception
of a few returning players.

The lineup on both
sides of the ball was filled
with young, inexperienced
players. That made things
tough.

As of the sports deadline

for this edition, the New
Orleans Saints and Dallas
Cowboys had one game to
play.

Suffice it to say that
regardless of the outcomes
of the final games, we did
not come close on these
predictions in the preseason
preview.

Our prediction for
the Saints was 10-7. New
Orleans was 5-11 going into
Sunday’s game at Tampa
Bay.

The Saints were hit by
numerous injuries. Head
Coach Dennis Allen was
fired on Nov. 4 after a 23-22
loss to Carolina.

Our prediction for the
Cowboys was 13-4. Dallas
was 7-9 going into Sunday’s
game against Washington
at home.

The Cowboys lost
starting quarterback Dak
Prescott to a torn ham-
string during a 277-21 loss to
Atlanta in Week 9. Even at
that point the season was
not going well.

So if we put an overall
grade on all the predictions
in the preview section, it
would probably be no better
than a C+.

But being unpredictable
is one thing that makes
sports great.

HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL

Parish players make All-State teams

RUSSELL HEDGES
Minden Press-Herald

Lakeside junior running
back/receiver Taron Riley
has been named to the Lou-
isiana Football Coaches As-
sociation Class 2A All-State
second team.

Riley rushed for 1,192
yards and 10 touchdowns in
the regular season. He also
caught 16 passes for 141
yards and two touchdowns.

He was also a defensive
standout. In the Warriors’
37-12 victory over Bogalusa
in the first round of the non-
select Division III playoffs,
Riley had five interceptions.

Honorable mention se-
lections were Bryce Parker
(defensive line), Jamarion
Evans (offensive line) and
Kentravion Miller (running
back).

North Webster defen-
sive back Donte Owens,
who had nine interceptions,
was named All-State Class

3A second team.

Minden senior offensive
lineman Jnathan Bradford
was named honorable men-
tion on the Class 4A team.

Minden senior defensive

lineman Demetrius Robin-
son was named honorable
mention on the Louisiana
Sports Writers Association
Class 4A All-State team.
Robinson, Bradford,

RUSSELL HEDGES/PRESS-HERALD
Lakeside senior Taron Riley was named to the LFCA Class 2A All-State second team.

offensive lineman Garrett
Dooly and defensive back
Brayden Britton competed
for the West team in the
LFCA All-Star Game in
Ruston last month.

OUTDOORS

Kids and the outdoors

GLYNN HARRIS

My outdoors experienc-
es began before I was old
enough to handle a fish-
ing rod or even a BB gun. I
was fortunate to have a dad
who was an outdoors-ori-
ented person. My dad was
a career employee of the
Louisiana Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries and
he took my brother and me
on outings not only related
to his job but also on fish-
ing and hunting trips.

I can still remember
tagging along, sitting next
to dad on the creek bank
while he fished. Other
times, my “tag along” ex-
periences involved sitting
beside him on a log while
he watched the tree tops
for a squirrel. I will forever
be indebted to him for re-
alizing the need to get us
interested and involved
in the outdoors before we
were old enough to actually
participate.

It wasn’t long before
he put a fishing pole in
my grubby little hands, in-
structing me how to watch
the cork and set the hook
when it bobbled and went
under. The thrill of the
pulsating fight of my first
fat bluegill lingers even to-
day. As we grew older, we
graduated to casting rods,

BLACK BAYOU — No
report. Contact Honey Hole
Tackle Shop 323-8707 for
latest information.

BUSSEY BRAKE
— Bass fishing is best flip-
ping soft plastics along the
wind rows and tree lines.
Crappie are hitting shiners
and jigs around deep brush
along the flats. For latest
information, contact the
Honey Hole at 323-8707.

OUACHITA RIVER
— The river is still low. Very
few are trying the fish so re-
ports this week are spotty.
For latest information, con-
tact the Honey Hole Tackle
Shop at 323-8707.

again under the watchful
eye of dad. I can’t count
how many times he’d have
to take the rod from my
hand and yank the lure out
of an overhanging limb I'd
nailed with an errant cast.

It was the hunting trips,
though, that were the most
exciting. While my short
legs were hard pressed to
step in dad’s footsteps,
I tried to keep up. He’s
shush me if I stepped on
a stick or made too much
noise rustling fallen leaves
as I walked. I learned as I
went along the value of be-
ing quiet and sneaky when
trying to outwit a squirrel.

The day finally came
when he handed me a sin-
gle shot 22 rifle, unloaded,
to carry to the woods with
him. Dad laid his shot-
gun across a shoulder as
he sneaked; I laid my 22
across my shoulder just
like he did as I tried to be
just like him. If a squirrel
was an easy target, he’d let
me take a crack at it with
my 22.

Usually, he’d have to
down the fleeing squirrel
with his 12 gauge because
my marksmanship had not
yet reached a proficient
level. Nevertheless, I was
there in the woods with
him, serving my hunting
apprenticeship under his

watchful eye.

Eventually, I was per-
mitted to hunt alone. At
first, dad would sit me
down on a log in a grove of
oaks with the ground lit-
tered with cuttings while
he slipped off to hunt
alone, never too far to hear
my call if I needed him. I
watched for squirrels while
fighting the feeling of fear
and abandonment.

Time would take care
of this latter concern and
I came to realize that dad
only left me to hunt alone
after he was sure I had
learned enough to be re-
sponsible and safe.

Still later, dad bought
a new shotgun for himself
and he placed in my hands
his trusty old 12 gauge Ste-
vens double barrel. The
gun was heavy but that
didn’t matter. I was now
the owner of a shotgun I
could call my own.

I wish I still had that old
double. I kept it until I was
grown, eventually trading
it for an automatic. The
Stevens double knocked
many a fox squirrel from
the tall pines of the woods
where we hunted and later,
served as my first duck gun.
I can still hear the sturdy
“ping” when I opened the
breech to drop to high
brass #6 shells into the

Fishing Report

LAKE D’ARBONNE
— The lake is still down
some 5 feet. Crappie are
scattered a bit but return to
colder weather will cause
them to bunch up again.
Some are caught along the
stump lines on shiners and
jigs. Bass fishing has been
best fishing the points with
soft plastics or crank baits.
Bream are slow; catfish-
ing good off the banks.
For latest information, call
Anderson Sport Center at
368-9669 or Honey Hole
Tackle Shop at 323-8707.

LAKE CLAIBORNE
— Crappie fishing has
been good with some slabs
caught fishing shiners or
jigs around the deep tops.

Bass are best with Carolina
rigs, square bill crank baits
and Shaky Heads work-
ing best. Bream are slow.
For latest information, call
Kel’s Cove at 927-2264 or
Terzia Tackle at 278-4498.

CANEY LAKE -
Crappie fishing has been
good with some slabs
caught fishing shiners or
jigs around the deeper
tops. Bass are best fish-
ing topwater lures and
buzz baits early around
the grass lines. Bass fish-
ing has been best fishing
secondary points on soft
plastics and crank baits.
For information contact
Caney Lake Landing at
259-6649, Hooks Marina

barrels; the solid “clink”
when I snapped it shut.

Time marches on. My
daughters are grown, mar-
ried and gone from home
but when they were young-
er, I had a covey of fine
grandchildren to spoil and
pamper.

On a particular squirrel
hunt with dogs, I was an in-
terested observer as anoth-
er hunter and his grandson
shared the woods with a
group of us as we followed
squirrel dogs on a hunt. Dr.
Robert Pirtle, Shreveport
dentist, had his 9 year old
grandson, Jake Rodgers,
visiting from Houston.
Watching Pirtle instruct,
assist, caution and teach
young Jake was like turn-
ing back to a page from my
past.

I doubt that Jake realiz-
es at this point in his young
life just how special these
moments were. Eventually,
he will and he’ll be forever
thankful that he had some-
one willing to take the time
and effort to teach him the
ways of the outdoors.

I was fortunate; Jake is
fortunate. We all had the
privilege of being intro-
duced to and nurtured in
the outdoors by someone
who cared enough about
us to offer us that oppor-
tunity.

at 249-2347, Terzia Tackle
at 278-4498 or the Honey
Hole Tackle Shop at 323-
8707.

LAKE POVERTY
POINT - Crappie have
improved on both ends
of the lake with some big
slabs reported. Catfishing
is good. No report on Bass.
For information, contact
the marina at 318/878-
0101.

LAKE YUCATAN -
The water is rising which
should help the fishing.
Right now, fishing is quite
slow. For info call Surplus
City Landing at 318/467-
2250.

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

RUSSELL HEDGES
Minden Press-Herald

The LSU Tigers closed
the 2024 season with a
44-31 victory over the Bay-
lor Bears last week in the
Kinder’'s Texas Bowl at
NRG Stadium in Houston.

LSU finished 9-4 in its
third season under Head
Coach Brian Kelly. Baylor
finished 8-5.

LSU redshirt junior
quarterback Garrett Nuss-
meier completed 23-0f-34
passes for 304 yards and
three touchdowns with
one interception.

Chris Hilton Jr. caught
four passes for 113 yards
and a touchdown. Aaron
Anderson had eight catch-
es for 91 yards. Trey'Dez
Green caught six passes for
63 yards and two touch-
downs. Hilton had a 43-
yard catch to the Baylor 1
that set up one of Green’s
touchdowns.

Caden Durham led the
Tigers on the ground with
60 yards on 13 carries.
Josh Williams had nine
carries for 62 yards and a
touchdown.

“Excited about the win
for our guys, especially
the nine guys that finished
what they started,” Kelly
said. “They committed to
LSU and wanted to fin-
ish it. That’s why I wanted
the ball in Josh Williams’
hand on that goalline play.
Nobody’s been more trust-
worthy and accountable,
there every day for us and
that kind of epitomized
what he’s been about for

L.SU closes
season with
Texas Bowl win

us. And that kind of put the
game away for us.

Williams, a graduate
student, scored on a 4-yard
run with 14:56 left in the
game, giving LSU a 41-24
lead.

“It's been really fun
to coach this team,” Kelly
said. “I know cynics would
say it’s disappointing. It
wasn’t disappointing. It
was a team that was less
than perfect because of
inexperienc, a team that
gained experience.

“We still played with
six true freshman and a
redshirt freshman most of
the time on defense and
they kept batting. So to
win nine games and to win
three in a row at the end
I'm just happy for our foot-
ball team.”

LSU scored on defense
and special teams. Davhon
Keys returned an intercep-
tion 41 yards for a touch-
down to give the Tigers
a 14-0 lead in the second
quarter.

Zavion Thomas re-
turned a kickoff 95 yards
for a touchdown after Bay-
lor cur a 28-7 LSU lead to
14 points in second quarter.

LSU took the 28-7
lead on a 1-yard pass from
Nussmeier to Green with
8:46 left in the second
quarter.

The Bears rallied but
the Tigers led 34-17 at the
half.

Baylor cut the lead to
10 on 4-yard pass from
Sawyer  Robertson to
Ashtyn Hawkins with 6:21
left in the third quarter.

(o

i,

eason, includ-
S
hg two games
against Mans-
field. She had
17 points and
12 rebounds on
Dec. 27 and 11
points and 11
rebounds on
Nec. 20.

=

T 918-382-0800 __—

B ey

1169 Sheppard St. « Minden, LA
Owner: Richard Randle

318-382-0900
Minden Press-Herald & Holcomb's

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK

The Press-Herald Athlete of the Week feature
is brought to you every other Wednesday by
Holcomb’s Body Shop

in Minde:l. \\‘
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GOOD NEWS

Change! Change! Change!
That’s all we hear in the news
today. Changes going on ev-
erywhere!. Changes in taxes,
insurance, traffic laws, of-
fice hours, rules for sports,
etc! And now you tell us, “We
must be changed in order to
enter the kingdom of God?”

Paul tells his friends (2 Cor
5:17) that being a Christian is
a ‘cleansing - changing pro-
cess. We become a new crea-
ture...old behaviors and hab-
its pass away....we welcome a
new attitude and new ways of
living, governed by the direc-
tion of the Holy Spirit - Christ
in us! Yes, a spiritual meta-
morphism takes place when
Christ becomes our Lord.

The mortal must put on im-
mortality, the imperfect must
become perfect (in Christ),
and as this happens, we are
being changed into His like-
ness. We are encouraged to
shun the world that wants us
to “conform into the sinful
images it offers, but allow the
Holy Spirit to transform us

HELLO TO A NEW LIFE IN CHRIST IN 2025

into the living image of God”
How is this done? Impossible
alone! But with God, it will be
the most glorious adventure
one can make. And January
is a good time to embrace this
“change”

Hibernation happens each
winter. As the New
Yearbegins, the sum-
mer and fall birds
become scarce; win-
ter birds invade our
yards, bird feeders
and forest. Squirrels
and other such ani-
mals will nest, allow-

S

all around our flowers and
garden. School children will
study them - how nature re-
peats cycles of reproduction
to bring forth this new life. In
like manner, man is pictured
as being ‘dead in his sins, but
becomes alive when the Light
of the World (Jesus)
takes residence. The
old cocoon disap-
pears and the beau-
tiful butterfly graces
the scene. (A picture
of salvation in one’s
heart.)

Old things pass

ing Mother Nature Bill Crider away....like old hab-
to direct their inbred its -lack of reverence
habits for the long for God and things
winter hibernation. Bees, pertaining to Him, hurting

wasps, butterflies and friends
do the same. And ‘snow birds’
invade the warmer climates
in the South. After the colder
weather leaves us, Spring be-
gins to work her wonders of
beauty in the landscapes of
the world.

Spring will be bringing
forth beautiful butterflies

and neglecting others, letting
evil attitudes prevail, doing
and saying bad things, etc.
Behold all things are new:
Love and respect for God and
others, joy invades our lives,
attitudes become positive,
we look for the good in oth-
ers, love permeates our lives,
God’s Spirit energizes us, we

are eager to forgive others, we
seek God’s will in our actions,
we honor our parents, seek
to obey God’s Command-
ments, etc. We prioritize our
lives to include Bible study,
prayer, worship, Christian fel-
lowship, and helping those in
need around us. We compli-
ment more and criticize less,
we affirm more and show
more thankfulness for our
blessings. Each day is a new
day to live and see how God is
going to use us in the lives of
others. 1 Cor 13, Gal 6, Phil 3
&4, and Col 3 - become more
special each time you read
them. They all point us to the
path of eternal life.

This is not just a process
repeated each year. When
Christ comes into our lives,
He does a ‘lifetime make-
over’ - life-changing for ever-
more. Every day He wants to
bring about more and more
change, drawing us closer to
God. This is how we become
the child our Lord desires us
to be. The ‘Divine Magnetic

Force’ is so strong that it pulls
and tugs us on through life,
even through the gates of
death into eternity.

Isn’t this Jesus’ message Ni-
codemus in John 3:16? ‘Nic,
you must be born again! I
know you don’t understand,
but just trust that I am telling
you the truth; for God and I
have already worked out the
process. It is a rebirth you
need - doing an about-face
in your life!” What a way to
begin a new year, allowing
the Holy Spirit to bring this
change into your life. This is
the time to make a life - eval-
uation and see the ‘changes’
our Lord wants to make in
each of our lives Let Him
change you, change your
world and the way you live!
And it will be a Happy New
Year for sure, regardless of the
winds that blow around us!

BILL CRIDER IS CHAPLAIN OF MINDEN
MEDICAL CENTER

THE UPWARD LOOK

Fading vs. Forever

“The grass withers, the flower fades,

But the word of our God
stands forever” Isaiah 40:8
NASB

As we enter a new year
we often make resolutions
about things we want to
change or do in the new
year. Most resolutions are
about things that don't re-
ally matter in the long run,
those things that wither and

stands forever!

that is forever? This new year, why not
make a resolution to dig deeper
into the Word of God which

INSPIRATION

Conviction vs.

Conviction and Condemnation may
seem to be similar words by their defi-
nition but to God, they are miles apart.
However, many of us as believers don’t
the

understand

difference.

Max Hutto

Lord Jesus, in this new year,
help me to focus on the most
important things. Help me to
learn from Your Word, the Bi-
ble, how to live my life in a way

~ that would honor and glorify

You.

The goal of this writing is to
clarify that difference through
scripture. John 3:17-18 New
International Version says: “17
For God did not send his Son
into the world to condemn the
world, but to save the world
through him. 18 Whoever be-
lieves in him is not condemned,

Condemnation

when he comes, he will convict the world
of its sin, and of God’s righteousness,
and of the coming judgment.” These two
scriptures make distinct separations de-

fining condemnation as judge-
ment and conviction as instill-
ing a strong belief in God’s
righteousness. The death of
our savior on the cross saves
us from condemnation and
the judgment that the enemy
tries to place on us and gives
us the gift of the holy spirit that
convicts us and steers us away

fade away. Isaiah reminds us that life is

but whoever does not believe |
fleeting and quickly fades away. What

from the grip of sin. In closing I
Bernard Harris

MAXHUTTO IS A BAPTIST MINISTER AND A RESI-

remains? What is more important, the
things that wither and fade, or the thing

DENT OF MINDEN. MORE INFORMATION CAN BE FOUND
AT WWW.UPWARDLOOK.ORG.

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
MINDEN

stands condemned already be-
cause they have not believed
in the name of God’s one and only Son.”
While John 16:7-8 New Living Transla-
tion says: “7 But in fact, it is best for you
that I (Jesus) go away, because if I don't,
the Advocate won’t come. If I do go
away, then I will send him to you. 8 And

encourage everyone to pray for
God’s conviction to combat the

enemies condemnation.

BERNARD HARRIS I 1S A HAUGHTON FIREMAN AND A

LOCAL RESIDENT OF MINDEN

How can we

lyou’re in need of prayer,
We can help you. Contact the
FBC 24-Hour Prayer Ministry

at 3 7)7‘ -PRAY.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURGH

301 Pennsylvania gfenue . raﬁ:;,'

.
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CLASSIFIEDS

Classified line ads are published Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday in the Minden Press-Herald, Bossier Press-Tribune and online at www.press.herald.com

PLACE YOUR AD

classifieds@press-herald.com

Classified
Rates

Pricing is easy!

$7.75

Per Day - Up to 20
words! Aditional words
are only 30 cents more!

Garage Sales
No word limit.

$11

One Day

$16.50
Two Days

Receive a FREE Ga-
rage Sale Kit with your
two day ad!

* Garage Sale ads must
be prepaid.

Deadlines

Ads

Line ads and display

ads must be submitted

by noon two days be-
fore publication.

Public Notices
Public notices must
be submitted two days
prior to publication
date depending on the
length. Notices may be
emailed to classifieds@
press-herald.com

Payments
Cash Checks, Billing

Real Estate Notice
“All real estate advertised
here is subject to the Fed-

eral Fair Housing Act, which
makes it illegal to advertise
any preference, limitation
or discrimination based on
race, color, religion, sex,
handicap, familial status,
or national origin, or in-
tention to make any such
preference, limitation, or
discrimination. We will not
knowlingly accept any adver-
tising for real estate, which
is in violation of th elaw. All
persons are hereby informed
that all dwellings advertised
are available on an equal
opportunity basis.

Grow
Your
Business

Call to place your ad!

PLACE
YOUR
AD

TODAY!
377-1866

Lost Puppy

Missing from downtown Minden LA.
If you find or see this puppy please ccontact
Justin Ayliffe on facebook or call

INVITATION FOR BID

The Webster Parish FPD #6 solicits sealed bids
for the following:
Used Fire Department Ladder Truck

The proposals must be in the hands of the under-
signed no later than 10:00 am Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 10, 2025 in the Secretary Office — Webster
Parish FPD #6, 109 Coyle Ave, Cullen, Louisiana
71021. The Bid specification sheet is available at
no charge in the office of the Secretary, Webster
Parish FPD #6. Bid opening will Wednesday, De-
cember 18, 2024 via email cfpdisté @gmail.com
or posted mail P.O. Box 28, Cullen LA71021. The
bid will be awarded at Department Board meeting
to be held on Tuesday, February 11, 2025 at 6pm.

The Webster Parish Fire District # 6 is a tax-
exempt governmental agency.

The Webster Parish Fire District # 6 abides by the
requirements of the Louisiana Bid Law.

ALL BIDS SUBMITTED MUST BE CLEARLY
MARKED:

Webster Parish Fire District # 6 — “BID EN-
CLOSED”

The Webster Parish Fire District # 6 is a tax-
exempt governmental agency.

The Webster Parish Fire District # 6 abides by the
requirements of the Louisiana Bid Law as stated
in R.S. 38:2238.1.

The Webster Parish Fire District # 6 reserves

the right to reject any and all bids and to waive
informalities or to accept the bid, which may best
serve its interest.

December 25, 2024

January 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, 2025
February 5, 2025

Minden Press Herald

That certain manufactured/mobile home situated
on the above described property, being a 2021
42TRU28564AH21, Serial No. SA4080771AL-
A/B, 164 x 56, which said manufactured home/
mobile home was immobilized pursuant to Af-
fidavit of Immobilization dated March 5, 2021 and
filed for record as Instrument No. 588346 of the
records of Webster Parish, Louisiana.

SOLD SUBJECT TO ANY SUPERIOR LIENS,
MORTGAGES OR PRIVILEGES THERETO.
Said property seized is that of the defendant and
will be sold to satisfy a judgment rendered in our
Honorable Court.

JASON R. PARKER Sheriff & Ex-Officio Auc-
tioneer

Webster Parish, Louisiana

Pam Brantley

Pam Brantley - Deputy

January 8, 2025
February 5, 2025
Minden Press Herald

SHERIFF’S SALE
SQHRINGTON MORTGAGE SERVICES, LLC

LOLA HILL MCCUTCHEN AKA LOLA MAE MC-
CUTCHEN

In the Twenty-Sixth Judicial District Court of
Webster Parish, Louisiana, No. 81726.

By virtue of a WRIT OF SEIZURE AND SALE
issued out of the Twenty-Sixth Judicial District
Court of Webster Parish, Louisiana, in the above
styled and numbered suit and to me directed, |
have seized and taken into my possession and
will offer for sale at Public auction to the last

and highest bidder for cash WITH the benefit

of appraisement and according to law at the
principle front door of the Courthouse in the City
of Minden, Webster Parish, Louisiana, on
WEDNESDAY, February 12, 2025,

During the legal sale hours, the following prop-
erty, to wit:

A PARCEL OF PROPERTY described as begin-
ning at an iron stob in the Northwest corner of the
intersection of West Marshall and Pine Streets,
thence run West along the North side of West
Marshall Street 298.7 feet to the Point of Begin-
ning, being the Southeast corner of the property
herein described; thence run North 150 feet,
thence West 60 feet,

thence West 60 feet, thence South 150 feet,
thence East 60 feet to the Point of Beginning, this
being Lot Number 8 of the Jack Batton Subdivi-
sion in Minden, Webster Parish, Louisiana, in
Southeast Quarter of Northwest Quarter (SE/4 of
NW/4) of Section 21, Townshiﬁ 19 North, Range
9 West, as per map and plat thereof on file and of
record in the Office of the Clerk of Court, Webster
Parish, Louisiana, in Map Book 2, at Page 50,
with all improvements thereon.

And a twenty foot strip adjoining the above
described property along its West boundary line,
pursuant to Ordinance recorded at Registry No.
329790 in Conveyance. Book 655, page 756,
records of Webster Parish, Louisiana.

SOLD SUBJECT TO ANY SUPERIOR LIENS,
MORTGAGES OR PRIVILEGES THERETO.
Said property seized is that of the defendant and
will be sold to satisfy a judgment rendered in our
Honorable Court.

JASON R. PARKER Sheriff & Ex-Officio Auc-
tioneer

Webster Parish, Louisiana

Pam Brant!

Pam Brantley - Deputy

January 8, 2025
February 5, 2025
Minden Press Herald

Bid Specifications Sheet
Used Fire Department Ladder Truck

1. 2002 or newer Ladder Truck

2. 400 HP or %reater engine

3. Electric reel

4. Automatic transmission

5. On-board generator

6. 110’ or greater aerial ladder

7.2000 or less aerial hours

8. 4000 or less engine hours

9. (6) person minimum seating

10. Maximum height of 12’ 10" and length of 45’

December 25, 2024
January 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, 2025
February 5, 2025

Minden Press Herald

SHERIFF’S SALE
\FIEEEDOM MORTGAGE CORPORATION

DAVID WILSON TAYLOR AKA DAVID W.
TAYLOR AKA DAVID TAYLOR

In the Twenty-Sixth Judicial District Court of
Webster Parish, Louisiana, No. 81750.

By virtue of a WRIT OF SEIZURE AND SALE
issued out of the Twenty-Sixth Judicial District
Court of Webster Parish, Louisiana, in the above
styled and numbered suit and to me directed, |
have seized and taken into my possession and
will offer for sale at public auction to the last and
highest bidder for cash WITHOUT the benefit

of appraisement and according to law at the
principle front door of the Courthouse in the City
of Minden, Webster Parish, Louisiana,

on
WEDNESDAY, February 12 2025,

During the legal sale hours, the following prop-
erty, to wit:

Begin at the Southeast Corner of the Southeast
Quarter of the Northwest Quarter (SE/Cor of SE/4
of NW/4), Section 21, Township 18 North, Range
10 West, Doyline, Webster Parish, Louisiana; and
run North 558.3 feet to the North line of College
Street; thence run South 89 degrees 27 minutes
West along said North line of College Street, a
distance of 291.5 feet to the Point of Beginning;
thence continue South 89 degrees 27 minutes
West along College Street 100 feet; thence run
North 192.5 feet; thence run North 89 degrees 27
minutes East 100 feet; thence run South 192.5
feet to the Point of Beginning, together with all
buildings and Improvements thereon having a
municipal address of 260 College Street, Doyline,
Louisiana 71023.

SOLD SUBJECT TO ANY SUPERIOR LIENS.
MORTGAGES OR PRIVILEGES THERETO.

>
Said property seized is that of the defendant and
will be sold to satisfy a judgment rendered in our
Honorable Court.

JASON R. PARKER Sheriff & Ex-Officio Auc-
tioneer

Webster Parish, Louisiana

Pam Brantbeer

Pam Brantley - Deputy

January 8, 2025
February 5, 2025
Minden Press Herald

SHERIFF’S SALE
\F;IéANET HOME LENDING, LLC

DAVIN D LANDRY AKA DAVIN DEREK
LANDRY AND ASHLEY D LANDRY AKA ASH-
LEY DENISE LANDRY

In the Twenty-Sixth Judicial District Court of
Webster Parish, Louisiana, No. 81758.

By virtue of a WRIT OF SEIZURE AND SALE
issued out of the Twenty-Sixth Judicial District
Court of Webster Parish, Louisiana, in the above
styled and numbered suit and to me directed, |
have seized and taken into my possession and
will offer for sale at public auction to the last and
highest bidder for cash WITHOUT the benefit

of appraisement and according to law at the
principle front door of the Courthouse in the City
of Minden, Webster Parish, Louisiana,

on
WEDNESDAY, February 12, 2025,

During the legal sale hours, the following prop-
erty, to wit:

Begin at an existing iron pin at the Southwest
corner of the Northwest Quarter of the Southeast
Quarter, Section 13, Township 22 North, Range
11 West, Sarepta, Webster Parish, Louisiana,
and run East 420 feet along the South line of
said Quarter, Quarter to a set 5/8 inch iron rod;
thence run north 50 feet to the point of beginning;
thence continue North 370 feet to an existing iron
pin; thence run East 305.87 feet to an existing
iron pin; thence run South 11 degrees 15 minutes
West 378.06 feet to an existing iron pin on the
North side of Sexton Road; thence run West
383.5 feet along the North Side of Sexton Road
to the Point of Beginning; subject to restrictions,
servitudes, rights-of-way and outstanding mineral
rights of record affecting the property.

Minutes

December 19, 2024

The Sibley Town Council met in a Special Meet-
ing on Thursday, December 19, 2024 at 12pm at
Sibley Town Hall.

Members present were Mayor Robert Smart:
Aldermen Wayne Bolton, Helen Chanler, Richard
Davis, Keith Merritt and Alan Myers.

Richard Davis opened the meeting in prayer;
Keith Merritt led the Pledge of Allegiance.
Richard Davis motioned to adopt Resolution

No. 15-2024 authorizing Mayor Robert Smart

to continue negotiations with the Central Water
System for system consolidation and to seek and
apply for funding opportunities to acquire and
upgrade Central Water System including funding
to upgrade the Town of Sibley Water System ret-
roactive as of December 1, 2024. Wayne Bolton
seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Alan Myers motioned to adjourn, Richard Davis
seconded. Motion carried.

Meetinf; adjourned.

original signed

Robert Smart

Robert Smart Mayor

Attest

original signed

Sherry McCann

Sherry McCann Town Clerk

January 8, 2024
Minden Press Herald

Sheriff’s Sale

Suit number 651659 in the 1st Judicial District
Court of Louisiana

WINNSBORO STATE BANK & TRUST COM-
PANY

Versus

UNOPENED SUCCESSION OF RONALD J.
MORGAN AKA RON J. MORGAN COURTNEY
A. MORGAN

By Virtue of Writ of Seizure and Sale to me
directed from the Honorable 1st Judicial District
Court of Caddo Parish, Louisiana, in the above
numbered and entitled cause, | have seized and
will sell at Public Auction for cash according to
law with benefit of appraisement in Room G-20,
or any other place within the Caddo Parish Court-
house in said City of Shreveport designated by
notice posted in the lobby prior to the sale, during
the legal hours of sales on Wednesday, January
15, 2025 beginning at 10:00 A.M.

PROPERTY ALREADY SOLD ON NOVEMBER
20, 2024; NOT OFFERED FOR SALE;

LOT 11, BLOCK 6, CITY OF SHREVEPORT,
CADDO PARISH, LOUISIANA, AS PER PLAT
RECORDED IN BOOK 250, PAGE 100 OF THE
CONVEYANCE RECORDS OF CADDO PARISH,
LOUISIANA, TOGETHER WITH ALL BUILDINGS
AND IMPROVEMENTS LOCATED THEREON
BEARING SAID GEO# 181437-111-0011-00.
ALL THAT PART OF EAST 690 FEET OF THE
SOUTH HALF OF NORTHWEST QUARTER OF
NORTHWEST QUARTER (S/2 OF NW/4), SEC-
TION 22, TOWNSHIP 20 NORTH, RANGE 10
WEST, WEBSTER PARISH, LOUISIANA, LYING
NORTH OF WEBSTER PARISH ROAD 17; LESS
AND EXCEPT:

BEGIN AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF THE
NORTHWEST QUARTER OF THE NORTH-
WEST QUARTER (SE/C OF NW/4) OF NW/4),
SECTION 22, TOWNSHIP 20 NORTH, RANGE
10 WEST, WEBSTER PARISH, LOUISIANA,
AND RUN NORTH 8 FEET TO THE NORTH
SIDE OF ASHLEY ROAD FOR THE POINT

OF BEGINNING; THENCE RUN NORTH 8
DEGREES 01 MINUTES WEST ALONG THE
NORTH SIDE OF ASHLEY ROAD 211 FEET;
THENCE RUN NORTH 420 FEET; THENCE
RUN SOUTH 80 DEGREES 01 MINUTES EAST
211 FEET; THENCE RUN SOUTH 420 FEET TO
THE POINT OF BEGINNING, CONTAINING 2.00
ACRES, MORE OR LESS, TOGETHER WITH
ALL IMPROVEMENTS LOCATED THEREON
ANé)OALL RIGHTS THERETO BELONGING.

AL

ALL THAT PART OF THE EAST HALF OF
NORTHWEST QUARTER (E/2 OF NW/4) SEC-
TION 22, TOWNSHIP 20 NORTH, RANGE 10
WEST LYING NORTH OF WEBSTER PARISH
ROAD 17 (ASHLEY ROAD), CONTAINING 45.79
ACRES, MORE OR LESS, TOGETHER WITH
ALL IMPROVEMENTS LOCATED THEREON
AND RIGHTS THERETO BELONGING.

Said Property to be sold as belon]girzjg to the
above defendant to pay and satisfy debt specified
in said writ together with attorney’s fee, interest
and costs.

Henry L. Whitehorn, Sheriff and Ex-Officio
Auctioneer.

Attorne

W. BROOKS WATSON

December 11, 2024
January 8, 2025
Minden Press Herald

SHERIFF’S SALE

THE BANK OF NEW YORK MELLON FKA THE
BANK OF NEW YORK AS SUCCESSOR IN
INTEREST OF JPMORGAN CHASE BANK, N.A.,
FKA BANK ONE, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION AS
TRUSTEE FOR CENTEX HOME EQUITY LOAN
TRUST 2001-B

VS.

CANARY M. STERLING, (A/K/A CANARY
MARKRAY, CANARY MARKRAY STERLING,
CANARY STERLING

In the Twenty-Sixth Judicial District Court of
Webster Parish, Louisiana, No. 81809.

By virtue of a WRIT OF SEIZURE AND SALE
issued out of the Twenty-Sixth Judicial District
Court of Webster Parish, Louisiana, in the above
styled and numbered suit and to me directed, |
have seized and taken into my possession and
will offer for sale at public auction to the last

and highest bidder for cash WITH the benefit

of appraisement and according to law at the
principle front door of the Courthouse in the City
of Minden, Webster Parish, Louisiana, on
WEDNESDAY, January 15, 2025,

During the legal sale hours, the following prop-
erty, to wit:

LOT NO. FIVE (5), BLOCK NUMBER THREE g),
OF THE C.O. HOLLAND SUBDIVISION IN TH
SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF THE SOUTHEAST
QUARTER (SH/4 OF SE/4), SECTION 22,
TOWNSHIP 19 NORTH, RANGE WEST, LO-
CATED IN THE CLAY OF MINDEN, WEBSTER
CITY PARISH, LOUISIANA, TOGETHER WITH
ALL BUILDINGS AND IMPROVEMENTS LO-
CATED THEREON.

SOLD SUBJECT TO ANY SUPERIOR LIENS,
MORTGAGES OR PRIVILEGES THERETO.
Said property seized is that of the defendant and
will be sold to satisfy a judgment rendered in our
Honorable Court.

JASON R. PARKER Sheriff & Ex-Officio Auc-
tioneer

Webster Parish, Louisiana

Pam

am Brantleﬁ/

Pam Brantley - Deputy

December 11, 2024
January 8, 2025
Minden Press Herald

SHERIFF’S SALE
BANKS FACTOR, LLC
VS

JAQUEL DAMAAL HARRISON & VICTORIA
FREELON HARRISON

In the Twenty-Sixth Judicial District Court of
Webster Parish, Louisiana, No. 81787.

By virtue of a WRIT OF SEIZURE AND SALE
issued out of the Twenty-Sixth Judicial District
Court of Webster Parish, Louisiana, in the above
styled and numbered suit and to me directed, |
have seized and taken into my possession and
will offer for sale at public auction to the last and
highest bidder for cash WITHOUT the benefit

of appraisement and according to law at the
principle front door of the Courthouse in the City
of Minden, Webster Parish, Louisiana,

on
WEDNESDAY, January 15, 2025,

During the legal sale hours, the following prop-
erty, to wit:

LOT NO. FIVE (5), BLOCK H, HILLCREST SUB-

DIVISION, a subdivision located in the West Half
of the Northwest Quarter (W1/2 of NW/4), Section
22, Township 19 North, Range 9 West, Minden,
Webster Parish, Louisiana, as per map and plat
thereof on file and of record in the Office of the
Clerk of Court, Webster Parish, Louisiana, in Map
Book 2, Page 17. Municipal address being 106
Washington, Minden, LA 71055.

106 WASHINGTON ST., MINDEN, LA 71055
SOLD SUBJECT TO ANY SUPERIOR LIENS,
MORTGAGES OR PRIVILEGES THERETO.
Said property seized is that of the defendant and
will be sold to satisfy a judgment rendered in our
Honorable Court.

JASON R. PARKER

Sheriff & Ex-Officio Auctioneer

Webster Parish, Louisiana

Pam Brantley

Pam Brantley - Deputy

December 11, 2024
January 8, 2025
Minden Press Herald

SHERIFF’S SALE
\L//gKEVIEW LOAN SERVICING, LLC
REX S, SHELEY

Small Ads Work|| 8814 SpueH 8ly Sau07Z |00YdS

In the Twenty-Sixth Judicial District Court of Web-

ster Parish, Louisiana, No. CV80799.

By virtue of a WRIT OF SEIZURE AND SALE
issued out of the Twenty-Sixth Judicial District
Court of Webster Parish, Louisiana, in the above
styled and numbered suit and to me directed, |
have seized and taken into my possession and
will offer for sale at public auction to the last

and highest bidder for cash WITH the benefit

of appraisement and according to law at the
principle front door of the Courthouse in the City
of Minden, Webster Parish, Louisiana, on
WEDNESDAY, January 15, 2025,

During the legal sale hours, the following prop-
erty, to wit:

LOT ELEVEN (11) MADDRY ADDITION, UNIT
NO TWO (2), A SUBDIVISION LOCATED IN THE
SOUTHEAST QUARTER OF THE NORTHEAST
QUARTER (SE/4 OF NE/4), SECTION 22,
TOWNSHIP 19 NORTH, RANGE 9 WEST, MIN-
DEN, WEBSTER PARISH, LOUISIANA, AND
AND IN THE SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF
NORTHWEST QUARTER (SW/4 OF NW4),
SECTION 23, TOWNSHIP 19 NORTH, RANGE
9 WEST, MINDEN, WEBSTER PARISH, LOUI-
SIANA, AS PER MAP AND PLAT THEREOF ON
FILE AND OF RECORD IN THE OFFICE OF
THE CLERK OF COURT, WEBSTER PAR-

ISH, LOUISIANA, IN MAP BOOK 3, PAGE 70,
TOGEHTER WITH ALL IMPROVEMENTS LO-
CATED THEREON AND ALL RIGHTS THERETO
BELONGING; subject to restrictions, servitudes,
rights-of-way and outstanding mineral rights of
record affecting the property.

402 GOODE AVE., MINDEN, LA 71055

SOLD SUBJECT TO ANY SUPERIOR LIENS,
MORTGAGES OR PRIVILEGES THERETO.
Said property seized is that of the defendant and
will be sold to satisfy a judgment rendered in our
Honorable Court.

JASON R. PARKER

Sheriff & Ex-Officio Auctioneer

Webster Parish, Louisiana

Pam Brant Lus

Pam Brantley - Deputy

December 11, 2024
January 8, 2025
Minden Press herald
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Celebrate in Juckson Square

Think outside the ballroom and celebrate surrounded by Louisianas historical
treasures, or revel amid Cornival costumes and festive traditions. Let us
help you plan your next soirée at the Cabildo or the Preshytere!

LouisianaStateMuseum.org/Celebrate Gy
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Solve the code to discover words related to slow cooking.
Each number corresponds to a letter. %9
(Hint: 16 = E)

12 9 10 12 23

43

49

53

56

60

18 19 10 8

IZLIOPUD) “(] APUWLULLS ) MOJS g YOO0LD "} SIIMSUY

CLUES ACROSS

1. Spumante (Italian wine) 38. Astronomy unit of distance

5. Highly impressed 39. Romanian village
1 8 3 20 20 1 6 9 11. Pronoun to identify something 40. Bears first overall pick Williams

specific 43. Irritated

12. Uttered in an impassioned way 44. Clothing for sale has them

16. Outfits 45. One-time world power

17. “Westworld” actor Harris 49. When you anticipate arriving
1 1 6 1 5 1 7 1 6 9 3 21 1 6 18. Stewed game casserole 50. Farm building

19. Indignities inflicted on others  51. Organize thoughtfully

24. Blood type 53. Detective

25. Says beneath one’s breath 54. One who reduces

26. Taxis 56. Nursemaids

27. Transmits genetic information 58. Partner to “Pa”
from DNA to the cytoplasm 59, World’s longest river

- 28. NFL great Randy 60. Commemorates
J 29. Where college students live 63. Compound
30. Brief Yankees sensation Kevin 64. The Lannisters and Starks fought

31. Condiment for one
Fun By The 33. -frutti 65. Email function
Numbers 34. Polish city
Like puzzles? CLUES DOWN |
Then vou'll love 1. Open-roofeq gntrance 33. Bar bill .

Y ! 2. Japanese religion 34. Football equipment
sudoku. This 3. Dancer’s garments 35. Dance music
mind-bending 4. Distributes 36. Russian river
puzzle will have 5. Yemeni port 37. Mary __, cosmetics
you hooked from 6. Spanish doctors 38. Gym class

7. It cools your house 40. Autos
the moment you 8. Engine variant 41. Fourth and honorable name
square off, so 9. Makes more manageable in ancient Rome
Sharpen your 10. Days (Spanish) 42. Defeats (abbr.)
pencil and put 13. Milliliter 44. A way to color
your sudoku 14. Spread out from 45. Planet
savvy to the test! 15. With two replaceable 46. Form of humor
hydrogen atoms 47. Taken without permission
20. Respectful title for a man 48. Go over again
21. Equally 50. Auto parts manufacturer
22. Scarlett’s home 51. Detective’s source
23. Big Blue 52. Home of the Flyers
27. Subway dwellers 54. Short official note
Level: Advanced 29. One-tenth of a liter 55. Emit coherent radiation
Here’s How It Works: 30. Central European river 57. In the year of Our Lord
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 31. Distress signal 61. Atomic #18
32. Expression of sympathy 62. Not from, but...

3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each

row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The Z
more humbers you name, the easier it gets 1o solve the puzzle! O
vlglLlE|L]|81&8|¢E|¢€ |:
188 BEE B D)
slalzls|z]elelv [t 6‘
cli|8lL|86lE)E|8|F A
glilele|¥|LtL2]2]¢&
slelr|olz|elz] 1|6 -
glels]e|ele]v]i]s N
AR kAR A AR §
ElF|L)B|E|L)6|2|8 0
‘HaIMSNVY

A voice for

ectenodmm ¥ :
25¢/gal cash back &/6/"%, child

. Speeds up to
The free Upside app earns you real With over 4,000 Louisiana children in the 100 Mbps with
cash back, even on debit purchases. child welfare system, we need volunteers .p N
more than ever. As a CASA volunteer, you EarthLlnk wu'eless
will make a life-changing difference for a
Get the app and child who has experienced abuse or Home Internet
use code print5. iEglleat Earinvevesd ek Sign up today and

www.louisianacasa.org

get a $100 gift card!* e 1.0
*Terms and conditions apply (@ EqrthLInk

o4l Department of
Offers vary by user and location. Terms and conditions apply. Go to Upside.com for details. Souipes PR S Children &
o T — Family Services

Reliable Internet NOW! 855-936-5998
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Bossier Press-Tribune

Where Local Business Gets Done.

Locally Owned & Operated

SPEER
ROOFING

& Construction, LLC

Serving Minden
and surrounding
areas since 2004!

Free Estimates
Phone (3 18) 31 1-0008

owner Daniel Speer

‘_

Renovationd

Your Local One Stop Home Improvement Contractor
* Licensed and Insured
For a FREE estimate, just give us a call!

IAbahamiBnuity Teddy Prultt

(318) 382-3272

€F find us on facebook @pruitthomerenovations

Licensed & Insured Arhorists

THE

Tree
Guys

Minden, LA
Jon Conway & Kevin Crawford
601 Howell St. ¢ Minden, LA 71055

lon (318) 517-3069
Kevin (318) 780-0765

jon thetreeguys@gmail.com ¢ Like Us on Facebook @thetreeguys18

Locally:Owned
& Operated

BLJJ ROOFING
LARRYBURRELL UWNER/

639 0090
/F REE T

“Oome Ride With Ug”

Webeter Parich Police Jury
Office of Community Services

DUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

Medical appointments,
work, shopping, banking or
S |visiting. From Springhill to
reveport and all pointe in
2/ between we will get you
there with dependable,

courteous services.

Monthly

For information or to echedule a ride
318-377-7022 - Minden

318-539-5696 -Springhil Bue Pacgee
Handicap & wheelchair accessible

Equal opportunity employee/services AUallab le

FOUNDATION REPAIR &
HOUSE LEVELING, LLC

Pier & Beam
Specialist
- T & ° We

* Houses
Leveled

e Pierand = -

Beam ! ‘ | ! 5| repair
Repaired messSSSSS - moisture,
i ) ‘ J @ termite
* Wood and
Floors , water
Replaced | I ' damage

| 318-218-9642
l 7545 Grimm Road
Shreveport, LA71107

Kenneth Gardner
Locally owned and operated
for over 30years

Have you been thinking about

DIGITAL MARKETING?

Let us take the
guesswork out of it
with:

DiGiTaL Aps
LanbinG Paces
SaLes FunneLs

ReTarGeTING

ngen
U

AliTec Plumbing LLC
"One call does it all"

Here to serve all your Plumbing,
Electrical, HVAC, Contracting, )
and Mechanical System Needs

AllTec Plumbing LLC MPL 4713, E/M 53297, HIC 556165, GC 882543, LMGF8166

318-243-1433

website: https://www.alltecplumbing.com/
g
_F find us on facebook

f alltecopps@gmail.com

Mobile Powerwash,
® - Service-®

“CLEAN YOUR HOME
WITH POWER"”

e Houses * Moblle Homes

*CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED*
318-965-9002 OR
CELL 318-455-4685
Bossier .Busmess
Suites

BOSSIER BUSINESS
SUITES

Central Bossier Location
Professional Co-Op Office Suites
$650+ all utilities included

Call for information 318-469-6296
@ Find us on Facebook at: Nttps:/lwww.facebook.com/bbs.properties.2023

Lic. Master Plumber 4306

4@@

(318) 382-3272

Pruitt Family Owned Business

747 3140

L’AVING COM

oncrete Paving
Seal Coating

g/YLike us on
facebook.

Northeast
Louisiana

Containers Wonroe, LA

Storage Container Rental/Sales
Onsite storage available. 8’x20°
containers $79/mo. 8’x40’ containers
$99/mo. Same day or next day
delivery available.
Northeast Louisiana Containers LLC
318-503-6273 504-232-9904
nelacontainers@yahoo.com

WATER PRODUCTION, TREATMENT,
AND DISTRIBUTION
GERTIFICATION TRAINING

Schedule information at:
websterparishwatertrainer.com

RICK BUCKNER, INSTRUCTOR
(318) 639-8310

MlTCHELL

> Asphalt& Concrete Paving
> Dirt Work & Hauling
> Demolition

Contact Keitiedé

Your Ad | Two Newspapers |
Two Websites | All Business

. [m] =31 [m]
inden

e

o

Looking to make some extra income, work
from home, be your own boss, be more
confident, build beautiful friendships, and
live your best life? If so, | encourage you to
join The Mary Kay Family! At the start up price
of just $35 you can accomplish ;

all of these things, like I did!

Just ask me how to get started!

318-423-1838 (O
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GET IT GROWING

Pawpaws: An uncommon yet valuable
addition to the Louisiana landscape

Increasing the use of native plants,
growing your own food and supporting
butterflies are all admirable goals. You
can accomplish all three by planting paw-
paw trees.

These trees — which you’ll sometimes
hear called by their Latin name, Asimina
triloba — are a wonderful but somewhat
uncommon choice for the home land-
scape. Naturally, they can be found grow-
ing in the understory of forests throughout
the southeastern United States. They’re
the host plant for zebra swallowtail but-
terflies, meaning their larvae feed exclu-
sively on pawpaw leaves.

Pawpaw trees provide ornamental
interest in early spring, when they pro-
duce small, crimson- and rust-colored
blooms. Their best-known feature is
their unique, love-it-or-hate-it fruit —
in fact, the largest edible fruit native to
North America.

“It has a flavor like a mango crossed
with a banana,” said Anna Timmerman, an
LSU AgCenter horticulture agent. “Some
of them even have a little vanilla flavor
to them. And they’re ripe in the summer-
time, which is a little unusual for fruits in
our area.”

Like many other native trees, winter is
an excellent time to plant pawpaws, which
grow well in all areas of Louisiana.

“Pawpaws are deciduous, so they do
lose their leaves for the winter period,”
Timmerman said. “When you plant them
while they’re in that dormancy, it gives
the roots adequate time to establish before

LSU AgCenter file photo
(ABOVE) Pawpaw trees.

LSU AgCenterfile photo
(LEFT) Pawpaw fruit is
large, with a unique flavor
that reminds some of man-
go and banana.

Photo by Randy LaBauve/LSU AgCenter
(RIGHT) Pawpaw trees are
deciduous, meaning they
lose their leaves in the win-
tertime.

they bud back out in the springtime.”

In their natural setting, pawpaw trees
grow beneath their taller forest counter-
parts and get only filtered sunlight. Young
trees are especially sensitive to too much
sunlight.

You can plant trees in a shady spot. Or,
while the trees are young, you can provide
protection from the sun.

“A lot of growers who are establishing
them in an orchard will actually use a 50%
shade cloth over the top of them for the
first few years of growth,” Timmerman
said.

Another option is to keep pawpaw seed-
lings in the shade in containers for the first
couple of years, then transplant them into
a full-sun location.

Mature trees planted in sunnier condi-
tions exhibit denser growth and produce
more fruit. Those in the shade display a
looser, open habit. They usually reach 15
to 20 feet tall.

Pawpaws do best in moist, slightly acid-
ic soil.

You’ll need to have at least two genet-
ically different pawpaw trees for pollina-
tion and fruit production. They’re self-in-
compatible, so they must have pollen from
other trees to bear fruit.

“They’re actually pollinated by files,
which is very interesting,” Timmerman
said.

Remember the small reddish flowers
that appear in the spring? The flies are
drawn to them because they resemble rot-
ten meat, Timmerman said.

’

Co
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LOOKING FOR A
NEW GAREER?

DAVID WADE
CORRECTIONAL CENTER JOB FAIR

THURSDAY, JANUARY 9, 2025
9:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M.
WEBSTER PARISH LIBRARY -
THE STEWART CENTER
521 EAST AND WEST STREET
MINDEN, LA 71055

and surrounding areas!
IMMEDIATE OPENINGS  Dealine: Jinate
FOR CORRECTIONAL OFFICERS « Publish: :Ianuar;y 29

e HIRED ON THE SPOT e EXCELLENT RETIREMENT
e AFFORDABLE HEALTH PLAN e SNACKS WILL BE SERVED

call 318-927-0400

FOR DETAILS

* Distributed in the Bossier Press-Tribune,
Minden Press-Herald, doctors’ offices,
nursing homes, waiting rooms, hospitals,
Chambers of Commerce and other local businesses.

* Replinished throughout the year

 Reaching Minden, Bossier, Shreveport

JUST GIVE US A CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION!

(318) 377-1866 - MINDEN
(318) 747-7900 - BOSSIER
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