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SECURITY STRICTLY

Webster Parish Sheriff’s deputies investigate the scene of a shooting at an unpermitted bonfire event on LA Hwy. 531 in Dubberly late
Saturday night. Six individuals were wounded, with two in critical condition. Investigators say hundreds attended the event, which

lacked proper security measures.

Six injured in Dubberly bonfire shooting, investigation

STAFF REPORT
Minden Press-Herald

Six people were in-
jured, two critically, after
gunfire erupted late Sat-
urday at a large gathering
in a rural area of Webster
Parish. The event, billed
as “#BigBlessed Littest
Bonfire Pt. 3, was held
on private property in the
5100 block of LA High-
way 531 and drew hun-
dreds of attendees.

Webster Parish Sheriff

Jason Parker described
the scene as cha-
otic and unregu-
lated. “What we
have is a very large
crime scene with
hundreds of peo-
ple involved, and
we're still inves-

underway

still partying despite the
shootings.  The
sheriff’s office
was unaware of
the event, which
appears to have
been unpermit-
ted, according to
Parker.

tigating,” Parker . T “Our office
said. PARKER knew  nothing

Deputies re- about this event
sponded to re- in advance,” Park-

ports of gunfire before
midnight Saturday, only
to find a massive crowd

er said. “We first learned
this bonfire was posted
on social media late Sat-

press-herald.com

urday. We're not aware
of a request for a permit
at this time, but we're
checking on that”

The event’s promotion-
al materials advertised
live performances, a D]J,
free food and drinks, and
a $15 entry fee. Security
was purportedly “strictly
enforced,” but Parker
said no licensed security
was present. Instead, a
woman collecting en-
try fees and distributing
armbands managed the

COURTESY PHOTOS

crowd. “She started with
around 350 armbands,’
Parker said, noting that
several hundred people
were at the scene.

When deputies arrived,
they faced significant
obstacles. “We couldn’t
even get in there,” Parker
said. “The deputies had
to park on Highway 531
and walk at least a quar-
ter mile to the scene be-
cause there was so much

See, SHOOTING, Page 3

MISS MINDEN 2025

2025 Miss
Minden
competition
set for
January 18

AMBER MCDOWN
Minden Press-Herald

The Young Women’s
Service Club (YWSC) will
host the 2025 Miss Min-
den competition on Sat-
urday, January 18, in the
Minden High School au-
ditorium. The event will
begin at 7 PM.

The annual competi-
tion showcases the tal-
ents, poise, and commu-
nity involvement of local
young women vying for
the titles of Miss Minden
and Miss Outstanding
Teen. This year’s compe-
tition features a talented
group of contestants:

Teen Contestants:

Aynslea Maus

Landry Edwards

Piper Mandino

Kynzie Smith

Miss Contestants:

Jolie Ortego

Adreaunna Scott

Nilah Pollard

SaMaya Boxley

Last year’s Miss Minden
title was awarded to Mai-
son Wilbanks, who has
represented the commu-
nity throughout 2024. The
YWSC invites residents to
attend and support these
young women as they
take the stage for this cel-
ebrated tradition.

Tickets are available
at the door. For more in-
formation, contact the
YWSC or visit their social
media pages.

CRIME

Minden man
arrested on
multiple
warrants and
drug charges

STAFF REPORT
Minden Press-Herald

A 65-year-old Minden
man was taken into cus-
tody on January 4 after
being stopped for a traf-
fic violation and found to
have multiple active war-
rants and illegal contra-
band.

According to the po-
lice report, an officer on
patrol observed Terry
Jones fail to signal a left-
hand turn while turning
onto Martin Luther King
Drive. Recognizing Jones
from previous arrests and
aware of five active war-
rants through the agency,
the officer initiated a traf-
fic stop.

During the stop, the of-
ficer informed Jones of
the active warrants, which
Jones acknowledged.
Jones was asked to exit
his vehicle, and a search
revealed one crack rock,
a pipe commonly used for
smoking crack cocaine,
and filters for the pipe in
his pocket.

A subsequent search
of the vehicle yielded no
additional  contraband.
Dispatch confirmed that
Jones also had two active
fugitive warrants with the
Webster Parish Sheriff’s
Office.

See, CRIME, Page 3

ST. JUDE AUCTION

February 9, 2025.

WILL PHILLIPS
Minden Press-Herald

The 50th Annual Min-
den St. Jude Auction is
set to kick off with an
inspiring theme that
reflects five decades of
community spirit and
generosity: “Thank You
for Being a Friend”

“We are excited to
have ‘Thank You for
Being a Friend’ as our
theme this year to go
along with our 50th
auction to help St. Jude
Children’s Research
Hospital!” said event or-
ganizer Laura Holling-
sworth. “It just made
sense, as we have had so
many great friends over
the years. Contributors,
volunteers,  patients,
and their families, our

community — the list
and relationships are
endless and very spe-
cial to our event. So
thanking 50 years of
friendships working
for the same impor-
tant cause of defeating
childhood cancer just
seemed right all the way
around!”

The Minden St. Jude
Auction will take place
from Thursday, Febru-
ary 6, to Sunday, Feb-
ruary 9, 2025, at the
Minden Civic Center in
downtown Minden. For
those unable to attend
in person, the event
will be broadcast live
on KASO-AM 1240 and
KBEF-FM 104.5, as well
as on Optimum cable
channel 11 and the
event’s website, min-

COURTESY PHOTO

The 50th Minden St. Jude Auction is just around the corner and this year’s

theme will be “Thank You for Being a Friend,” centered around giving thanks
back to the community that has helped support such a fantastic cause for so
many years. The auction itself will be taking place at the Minden Civic Center
in downtown Minden starting Thursday, February 6, and lasting until Sunday,

Minden St. Jude Auction celebrates 50
years with heartfelt theme

denstjude.com.

Participants can look
forward to an exciting
weekend filled with
raffles, auctions, activi-
ties, and opportunities
to support St. Jude Chil-
dren’s Research Hospi-
tal. The website offers
schedules, sponsor in-
formation, raffle and
Grand Prize ticket sales,
T-shirt orders, and up-
dates as the event ap-
proaches. A gallery
showcasing moments
from past auctions is
also available online.

Community mem-
bers are encouraged to
stay connected through
the event’s website and
its social media plat-
forms on Facebook and
Instagram for the latest
news.

COMMUNITY

2025 MLK Celebration
to feature events
honoring legacy

AMBER MCDOWN
Minden Press-Herald

The annual Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Celebration
in Minden will include a
series of events designed
to honor the legacy and
dream of Dr. King. The
festivities will begin on
Sunday, January 19 and
continue through Febru-
ary 15, featuring oppor-
tunities for community

service, reflection, and
celebration.
Commemorative Ser-

vice The celebration will
kick off with a commemo-
rative service at 3 PM on
Sunday, January 19, at
Mt. Zion CME Church. Dr.

Grady Smith, principal of

Woodlawn High School in
Shreveport, will serve as
the keynote speaker. The
event will also include
the presentation of MLK
Leadership, Trailblazer,
and contest awards.

Day of Service and Re-
flection On Monday, Jan-
uary 20, a Day of Service
and Giving will encour-
age residents to engage
in community outreach.
The day will begin with an
MIK Prayer Call at 8 AM

and will be followed by
an Ecumenical March at
10 AM on MLK Drive. The
day will conclude with
MLK Community Reflec-
tions at 6 PM, held virtu-
ally via Zoom.

Black History Parade
and Youth Rally The cel-
ebration will culminate
on Saturday, February 15,
with the MLK Black His-
tory Parade and Youth
Rally. The parade will
begin at 11 AM in down-
town Minden, bringing
the community together
to celebrate Black history
and youth empowerment.

The 2025 MLK Celebra-
tion also includes es-
say and poster contests,
leadership and trailblazer
awards, and performanc-
es by a community choir.
For more information on
how to participate in the
events or contests, con-
tact Michael Walker at
(318) 210-1799.

This series of events
provides an opportunity
for the Minden communi-
ty to reflect on Dr. King’s
message of equality and
unity while engaging in
activities that honor his
enduring legacy.
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FUND-RAISER

Little River Band members to perform benefit

AMBER MCDOWN
Minden Press-Herald

Members of the leg-
endary Little River Band
are set to bring their sto-
ries and songs to Minden
on Sunday, February 2,
2025, for a benefit concert
at Corbeau Creek. The
event, titled “Stories and
Songs from the Road,)
aims to raise funds for
Phillip’s Cottage, a new
nonprofit transitional
home for women and
their children graduating
from the Louisiana Teen
Challenge program.

“When Wayne Nelson,
lead vocalist for Little
River Band, heard about
Phillip’s Cottage, he and
his wife reached out and
immediately offered a
benefit concert to support
our efforts,” said Sara Mc-
Daniel of Simply South-
ern Cottage, the event’s
organizer. “We don’t get
this kind of talent through
Minden, Louisiana. Little
River Band is legendary,

and I am honored they
are sharing their talents
with our community.”

The event, sponsored by
Simply Southern Cottage
and The Villas at Spanish
Court, begins at 6 PM and
features a VIP experience
for those seeking an ex-
clusive opportunity. VIP
packages include a two-
night stay at one of Mc-
Daniel’s 5-star properties,
a brunch at The Fuller
White House on February
2, an exclusive meet-and-
greet with the band, a
Little River Band CD and
book, and a s'mores setup
for guests staying at The
Villas at Spanish Court.

Tickets are available
online at https://tinyurl.
com/Irbminden, and all
proceeds directly
support Phillip’s Cottage.
The transitional home is
designed to provide a safe
haven and support sys-

will

tem for women and chil-
dren as they rebuild their
lives following their time

in the Louisiana Adult &
Teen Challenge program.

McDaniel noted the
importance of this fun-
draiser in bringing the
community together for a
meaningful cause. “100%
of the proceeds from this
event goes to support
Phillip’s Cottage,” she
said. “Please help us pro-
vide a safe haven for these
women who have worked
hard to reclaim and re-
store their lives.”

The event follows the
success of a previous
“Sips and Songs” evening
featuring Point of Grace
at the Fuller White House
in Minden. Organizers
are optimistic this year’s
event will build on that
momentum while offer-
ing attendees an unfor-
gettable evening of music
and storytelling.

For those unable to at-
tend, tickets are transfer-
able, ensuring supporters
can still contribute to the
initiative.

POLICE JURY

Webster Parish Police Jury reelections,
budget approvals mark January meeting

AMBER MCDOWN
Minden Press-Herald

The Webster Parish
Police Jury convened for
its regular meeting on
Tuesday, January 7, 2025,
at the Webster Parish
Courthouse Annex. The
session began with the
unopposed reelection of
Jim Bonsall as president
and Steve Ramsey as vice
president. Jury members
Mike Griffith and Latanya
Grigsby were absent.

A special guest at the
meeting was Cat Cox,
a longtime and former
member of the police
jury. Cox, who will turn 96
on January 9, was recog-
nized for his service and
legacy in the community.

All agenda items were
approved unanimously.
Among the approvals
were:

Resolutions setting sig-
nature authority for jury
leadership and confirm-
ing the first Tuesday of
each month at 10:30 AM
as the regular meeting
time.

Approval of 2025 and
amended 2024 budgets
for both the police jury
and the North Louisiana
Criminalistics Laboratory
Commission.

Financial statements,
check registers, and bank
reconciliations for No-
vember 2024. December

2024 financial reports will
be reviewed at the Febru-
ary meeting.

The jury also approved
2025 beer and video pok-
er license renewals for
establishments through-
out Webster Parish, can-
vassed election results
confirming the passage of
a courthouse 2.78 mill tax
and a Council on Aging
1.75 mill tax, and support-
ed funding resolutions for
community water enrich-
ment projects for Bistin-
eau and Gilgal Water Sys-
tems.

Additional approvals
included a funding ap-
plication for water lines
serving a new women’s
prison, placement of a
“no truck thru traffic” sign
on Pistol Thomas Road,
and ongoing prepara-
tions for inclement winter
weather.

During the meeting,
Johnnye Kennon of Tour-
ism highlighted the suc-
cess of the Christmas in
Minden Hayride and Tour
of Homes, which raised
$2,600 for UCAP. She an-
nounced the Mardi Gras
Parade is scheduled for
Feb. 15. K'Lanie Gordon
of LSU AgCenter shared

that regional shooting
sports competitions are
forthcoming.

Brian Williams, direc-
tor of the Webster Parish
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Office of Homeland Se-
curity & Emergency Pre-
paredness, reported that
sand and salt trucks are
ready ahead of potential
winter weather forecasted
for Thursday night. Police
Chief Mclver confirmed
similar preparations by
local law enforcement.

John Barr, representing
Senator John Kennedy’s
office, noted Kennedy’s
ongoing work interview-
ing cabinet members and
reported that President
Joe Biden had signed
the Social Security Fair-
ness Act on January 3.
Dean Baugh of NLED an-
nounced that the South
Webster Parish industrial
site is close to achieving
LED certification.

Resident Pastor Mil-
ton McDonald expressed
concerns about street
maintenance in his dis-
trict. “The roads are bad;
no markings on the road
to distinguish one side
from the other” he said.
McDonald plans to attend
the February Road Com-
mittee meeting to seek
further discussion.

The Webster Parish Po-
lice Jury meets the first
Tuesday of each month
at 10:30 AM in the Court-
house Annex at 401 Main
Street, Minden. Residents
are encouraged to attend
and participate.
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OBITUARIES

Lynda M. Russell

Funeral services for Lynda M.
ussell were held Saturday, January
11, 2025, at 11:00 a.m. at First Bap-
tist Church West Chapel in Minden,

Louisiana with Bro. Steve Gilley of-

L‘Y -

ficiating. Interment followed at
Gardens of memory Cemetery in Minden under the di-
rection of Rose Neath Funeral Home in Minden, Loui-
siana. The family received friends on Saturday at 10:00

a.m. prior to the service.

Lynda was born August 14, 1945, in Minden, Loui-
siana and entered into rest January 7, 2025, in Shreve-
port, Louisiana.

Lynda was preceded in death by her parents, Otis
and Sarah Minter and her son, Kyle W. Russell.

She is survived by her son, Blaine Russell (Kristine)
of Thibodaux and grandchildren, Tate and Natalie Rus-
sell.

The family extends a special thanks to Tom and Carla
Page for their care and friendship for many years.

In lieu of flowers donations may be made to First
Baptist Minden Youth Fund, 301 Pennsylvania Ave.,
Minden, Louisiana 71055.

i

Goodson

Nelson Charles Goodson, 77, of
Heflin, Louisiana, passed away on
January 9, 2025, at the Northeast

, Louisiana War Veterans Home in
Monroe, LA. He was born August
15, 1947, in Fresno, California.

Nelson served his country in the United States Navy,
on the USS Fechteler and on the USS Jamestown,
which was a spy ship in Vietnam. He traveled all over
the world. Nelson was awarded the National Defense
Service Medal, Vietnam Service Medal with Three
Bronze Stars, and the Republic of Vietnam Campaign
Medal with Device.

He was employed with AT&T (Ma Bell) from 1973 un-
til his retirement in 2009. Nelson enjoyed woodwork-

ing, pottery, staining glass, and bird watching. He de-
signed blueprints for Blazier Construction, a company
his best friend owned and operated. Nelson designed
and built a rock crusher as well for Blazier Contraction.

He is preceded in death by his parents, Charles and
Virginia Nelson Goodson; and son, Brandon Norrell.

Survivors include his wife of 32 years, Anita Wiggins
Goodson; daughter, Margo Gray Holland and husband
Derryl; son, Chase Norrell and partner, Kristin Cater;
four grandchildren, C Braxton Gray, Olivia Norrell,
Levin Tuma, and Nash Stevens; one great-grandson,
Tripp Braxton Gray; mother-in-law, Sue Wiggins; nu-
merous brother and sister in laws, as well as nieces,
nephews and many special friends.

The family would like to extend a special thank you
to the staff at the Northeast Louisiana War Veterans
Home.

Memorial Donations may be made to the Wounded
Warrior Project.a

LIONS CLUB

Sheriff Jason Parker addresses Lions Club,
shares vision for 2025

AMBER MCDOWN
Minden Press-Herald

Webster Parish Sheriff
Jason Parker outlined his
plans and priorities for
2025 as the guest speaker
at the noon meeting of
the Minden Lions Club on
Thursday, January 9. The
Lions Club, a local ser-
vice organization, meets
weekly at the American
Legion Memorial Hall,
119 W. Pine Street.

Sheriff Parker used his
presentation to answer
a series of questions re-
garding public safety,
community engagement,
officer training, technol-
ogy, and traffic safety. His
remarks underscored the
department’s  commit-
ment to staying ahead of
criminal activity and fos-
tering community part-
nerships.

“We will continue to ag-
gressively pursue crimi-
nals and drug traffick-
ers and provide the high
level of law enforcement
our citizens deserve and
expect,” Parker said. He
highlighted ongoing ef-
forts to leverage training,
technology, and software
to enhance the capabili-
ties of his deputies.

Sheriff Parker em-
phasized expanding the
department’s  outreach
programs and training of-
ferings in 2025. “We cur-
rently attend community
events and provide train-
ing or programs when
requested,” he said. With
the addition of a training
division deputy, Parker
noted the department
will broaden its offerings
to civic groups, schools,
churches, and other orga-
nizations.

He highlighted the
completion of a train-

ing facility at the depart-
ment’s firing range and
the addition of a deputy
with extensive certifica-
tions, including firearms
instruction. “You can't
put a price tag on train-
ing,” Parker said. “We no
longer have to depend
on other agencies; we
can keep our training in-
house.”

Sheriff Parker outlined
how advancements in
technology are shaping
the department’s opera-
tions. Recent updates in-
clude a subscription pro-
gram to track suspects
across multiple jurisdic-
tions, upgrades to the de-
partment’s drone capabil-
ities, and enhancements
to the computer-aided
dispatch (CAD) system.

The CAD system will

-~

posed $7.9 million facil-
ity. Parker also discussed
the state’s lack of juvenile
detention beds, noting
that Webster Parish has
only two beds available
and often incurs signifi-
cant costs renting space
from other parishes.

“The criminal element
is constantly evolving,
and we have to get ahead
of them,” Parker said.
He urged citizens to re-
main vigilant and report
anything suspicious. “If
you see something out of
place, don’t hesitate to
call he added.

The Lions Club meets at
noon every Thursday and
invites anyone interested
in community service and
learning from engaging
speakers to join.

soon include patrol vehi-
cle tracking, which Parker
said could significantly
improve response times.
“Two or three minutes
may save somebody’s life
or make the difference
in solving a case,” he ex-
plained.

Addressing traffic
safety, particularly dur-
ing parades and festivals,
Parker emphasized col-
laboration with munici-
pal police departments.
“Anytime that we're called
on to assist, the sheriff’s
office will be there to
support our local law en-
forcement,” he said.

During a Q&A session,
Parker identified the need
for a women’s prison in
Webster Parish as a press-
ing issue. He pledged
$2 million toward a pro-

CRIME

Shreveport woman arrested for criminal mischief at
daycare

STAFF REPORT
Minden Press-Herald

ing in a dumpster on the
daycare’s property. Ac-
cording to police, Ogburn
startled children by jump-
ing out of the dumpster
as they passed by during
morning drop-off hours.
The daycare’s com-
plainant asked Ogburn
to leave the property, but
she instead approached

A Shreveport woman
was arrested the morning
of January 6 after an inci-
dent at Little Step of Faith
daycare on Highway 531.

Whitney Ogburn, 45,
was charged with vagran-
cy and criminal mischief
after reportedly sleep-

on charges of local pro-
hibitory ordinances and
criminal mischief.

No injuries were report-
ed, and normal opera-
tions resumed at the day-
care following the arrest.

the front door, request-
ing a coat or jacket. De-
spite repeated requests to
leave, Ogburn remained
on the premises, prompt-
ing the complainant to
call 911.

Officers  transported
Ogburn to the Min-
den Police Department,
where she was booked

All subjects are consid-
ered innocent until proven
guilty in a court of law.
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DEPENDABLE CAREGIVER
SEEKING WORK.

Have references if needed.
Call 318-224-3813
or 318-268-8842.

Leave message if no answer.

SHOOTING

Continued from Page 1

traffic”

Despite the gunshots,
attendees continued the
party as deputies navi-
gated through blocked

roads and a chaotic
scene.
“The road was

blocked. We could not
have gotten an ambu-
lance down in there if
people had needed to
be transported,” Parker
said. “This is why the po-
lice jury passed the or-
dinance about permits
for large gatherings. We
want to provide safety
for the citizens. We want
everybody to have a
good time, but we also
want to maintain peace
and harmony.”

Parker said investiga-
tors are conducting in-
terviews to determine
what led to the shooting.
“We're still investigating;
we’re not going to leave
any stone unturned un-
til we bring some justice
to those who were in-
jured,” he said.

The investigation will
also focus on the lack of
a permit for the event.
Permits for gatherings
exceeding 200 people
can be obtained through
the Webster Parish Po-
lice Jury. “We want to
help educate people so

they realize that all it
would’ve taken is a dep-
uty parked at the end of
the road, making sure
everyone was coming
through safely, and this
problem may never have
happened,” Parker said.

The property owner
who hosted the event
may face legal conse-
quences. “The property
owner that put on this
event is liable,” Parker
said. “All six of those
folks who were injured
on that property at that
event they hosted can
civilly sue. And I don’t
think they [the organiz-
ers] realize that.”

Parker urged anyone
with information about
the shootings to contact
his office. “We want to
maintain order in the
parish, and we have
ordinances in place
to help prevent these
things from happen-
ing,” he said. “We don’t
know the reasons for the
shootings yet, but this is
what can happen when
you have a combination
of large uncontrolled
crowds, music, and al-
cohol plus little or no
security.”

The investigation is
ongoing. All information
provided to investigators
will remain confidential.

CRIME

Continued from Page 1

Jones was taken into
custody without inci-
dent and transported to
the Minden Police De-
partment for booking.
He will be transferred to
Bayou Dorcheat Correc-
tional Center.

Beyond the outstand-
ing warrants, Jones was

charged with possession
of a Schedule II (crack
cocaine), possession of
drug paraphernalia, fail-
ure to signal, and gen-
eral speed.

All subjects are con-
sidered innocent until
proven guilty in a court

of law.
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OPINION

Zuckerberg Promises to End the
Censorship He Denied was Occurring

Only time will tell if this is a true ‘Come to Jesus’ moment or a
self-serving change in Facebook’s business model

“The truth will out!” Wil-
liam Shakespeare tells us,
and it has.

Certainly since at least
2020, millions of us have be-
lieved that speech—primar-
ily conservative speech—
has been suppressed and
censored by the huge social
media platforms, promi-
nently including Facebook/
Meta. Under the guise of so-
called “fact checking” the
huge platform tweaked its
complex algorithms in such
a way as to tamp down and
de-emphasize the speech
valued and sought by so
many of us.

Well, this week Meta/
Facebook CEO Mark Zuck-
erberg, “in a mea culpa for
the ages” clearly and unmis-
takably ‘walked back most of
the platform’s speech con-
trols. We've reached a point
where it’s just too many mis-
takes and too much censor-
ship.” (Wall Street Journal,
Jan. 7, 2025). Wow. He con-
cluded, interestingly, that
“the recent elections also
feel like a cultural tipping
point towards once again
prioritizing speech.”

This censorship has in-
cluded everything from the
blanket suppression of the
Hunter Biden “Laptop from
Hell” story a few weeks be-
fore the 2020 election—
which polling indicates
would have likely given the
Electoral College and the
election to Trump had vot-
ers known of the contents of
the laptop before they vot-

ed—to the banning of fun-
draising efforts for the legal
defense of Kyle Rittenhouse,
the young man who was ac-
cused of, and then acquitted
of, killing several of the An-
tifa rioters in 2020.

Zucker-
berg had
testified
before
Congress
that no
such cen-
sorship
was going

it was oc-
curring it
was  be-
cause such speech violated
Facebook’s vague and broad
“hate speech” restrictions.
Well, we knew better, and
our belief has now been
confirmed by him.

Further, in addition to
the suppression of speech
it was engaged in of its own
accord, Facebook was also
pressured to censor certain
speech by the Biden Admin-
istration. The Murthy v. Mis-
souri lawsuit and litigation
has proven Facebook’s coer-
cion by, and collusion with,
the Biden Administration.

The, arguably, most egre-
gious example of this sup-

ROYAL
ALEXANDER

pression was the labeling of

any Covid-related speech or
content as “disinformation”
that did not completely ad-
here to the Dr. Anthony Fau-
ci-CDC view of Covid. This
included everything from
the mandatory masking and

on—or if

vaccination of children in
schools to the forced closing
of churches—while the big
box stores and casinos were
allowed to continue oper-
ating—to denying people
the final opportunity to see
their loved ones in nursing
homes and hospitals before
they died.

The Murthy v. Missouri
suit was brought in federal
court in Monroe, Louisiana
by a number of states, in-
cluding Louisiana. The ba-
sis of the suit involved states
and individuals whose Co-
vid posts were censored
who then sued federal gov-
ernment officials for violat-
ing their free speech rights.
Lower courts ruled in favor
of these plaintiffs, finding
that certain government of-
ficials had pressured social
media platforms to censor
and suppress their posts.

The legal question is obvi-
ously oneregarding freedom
of speech and how these
enormous social media sites
choose to “moderate”—in
fact, censor—the content of
speech and whether, either
by their own doing or as a
result of pressure from the
federal government, or both,
these tech giants are sup-
pressing  speech—which,
again, is virtually always
conservative speech.

This is where I think we
are.

Even prior to his purchase
of X (formerly Twitter) Elon
Musk deemed X and other
social medical platforms

as integrally important to
free speech: “Given that
(these platforms) serve as
the de facto public town
square, failing to adhere to
free speech principles fun-
damentally undermines
democracy. What should
be done?” He answered
his own question later by
purchasing X in a direct re-
sponse to the suppression of
speech by Big Tech.

The greatest virtue of free
thought and free speech is
that all kinds of ideas are
thrust into the rough and
tumble of the marketplace
of ideas where the best idea
prevails. It is this collision
of, this testing of, speech and
thought in a free and open
exchange that produces the
best results—and leads the
nation to wise and popular
policy results on challenging
national issues.

For this reason, there are
no more important constitu-
tional freedoms than those
of free speech and freedom
of conscience. When we
are not allowed to speak—
and other parties are not al-
lowed to hear—our liberty is
diminished. It is deeply en-
couraging to see Zuckerberg
announce a return to these
principles.

SHREVEPORT ATTORNEY, ROYAL
ALEXANDER, WORKED IN D.C. IN THE
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FOR
NEARLY 8 YEARS FOR TWO DIFFERENT
MEMBERS OF CONGRESS FROM
LOUISIANA.

INSPIRATION

What

“What doesn’'t kill us
makes us stronger” was first
attributed to Friedrich Ni-
etzsche, a German philoso-
Eher, in the 1800’s. It is the

ey line from Steel Magno-
lias, set in
Louisiana.

I've enjoyed this life with
all it’s challenges, heart-
aches and broken dreams
and if I had it to do over
again I wouldn’t change
anything. Next time around
it might turn out worse.

We can’t undo our mis-
takes so we might as well not
keep on beating ourselves
up.

I always say “I'm not go-
ing to beat myself utp. I'll let
someone else do it for me..”

Even though I lived in an
orphanage as a child, had
a nervous breakdown in
1981, not to count numer-
ous other situations in my
life that would be called
unbearable, I see life as a
patchwork quilt. We have to
wait until the end of life, in

Natchitoches,

doesn’t kill us makes us stronger

eternity, if not sooner, to see
God’s hand in every step of
our journey.

A few things I have
learned, along the way, are
that  this
life is not
forever
and Iwant
to go to
heaven.
Also I
know thatI
have made
many mis-
takes in
my life,

and
HUDSON were - ca
PIERCE sable  of

iving my
life over again I might make
even make more wrong de-
cisions next times if there
are wrong choices.

Sometimes mistakes lead
us to a brighter day.

Life is a learning process.
We have all made mistakes
but with God in the center
of our lives things have a

SARAH if I

way of working out no mat-
ter how dreary the circum-
stances we face.

Life is simply not easy.

No matter what happens
to us, including losing limbs
or family members, these
tragedies can somehow be
used to benefit others and
help us fulfill our purpose
on this earth.

God sees our heart.

I'watched a segment with
John Stossel who had a most
enlightening discussion
about separation of church
and state. He also said he
has yet to really believe in
God but he wants to.

I suspect there are a num-
ber of people who really
want to believe in God. I
know there will always be
a hunger deep inside our
souls until we know and ac-
cept the existence of God
and allow Him to take that
place in our life -- and not
in just a “church house” wa
which comes across as false
and often hypocritical to

those round about us.

God can use each one of
our experiences to make us
a light to a lost and dying
world no matter where we
are or how deep our depres-
sion.

Life is just too beautiful to
give in.

We must not give up. Our
family and friends need us
too much.

We must keep on keeping
on and look to Him for the
answers. Sometimes God
places people in our paths
to help us do that.

Though I am sometimes
just as confused as the rest,
I know that “one day every
knee shall bow and every
tongue shall confess.”

The joy I possess comes
from knowing that Jesus is
the same yesterday, today
and forever and that He al-
ways gets me to the right
place at the right time.

CONTACT SARAH AT SAHAHP@égII\-Ii

203 GLEASON STREET

The Power of Community in the Face of Adversity

As we've all experienced,
Mother Nature doesn’t al-
ways play by our rules. The
winter storm that hit Web-
ster Parish this past week
served as a reminder of the
unpredictability of weather,
and the significant impact
it can have on our daily
lives. Freezing temperatures
and heavy precipitation left
many homes and businesses
without power, but through
the hardships, we also saw
the remarkable strength of
our community.

As of Friday morning, 384
homes and businesses were
without power, and while
the numbers reflect the im-
mediate disruption, what
truly stood out to me in the
aftermath was the quick
response from our utility

teams, neighbors, and local
leaders. Despite the incon-
venience and frustration, the
efforts to restore power and
ensure the
safety  of
our com-
munity
were noth-
ing short of
inspiring.

I want
to take
this  op-
SPECHT

a heartfelt
thank you to the line crews,
emergency responders, and
all those who worked tire-
lessly to get us back on track.
The efforts of Claiborne Elec-
tric Cooperative, the city’s
public works department,

and countless others work-
ing behind the scenes to ad-
dress downed lines, clear de-
bris, and restore power are a
testament to the dedication
and hard work that often
goes unnoticed.

But it wasn't just the pro-
fessionals who stepped up.
The people of Minden and
Webster Parish came togeth-
er, as we always do in times
of need. Neighbors helped
neighbors, families checked
on one another, and small
businesses supported each
other in countless ways. It's
moments like these when
the true spirit of our commu-
nity shines through.

We often talk about the
strength of a community, but
we don’t always get to see it
on full display. This winter

storm was a reminder that
our ability to pull together
and support each other in
times of crisis is what makes
our community truly spe-
cial. Whether it was lending
a hand to someone with-
out heat or simply offering
a word of encouragement
to a friend dealing with the
power outage, these acts of
kindness and selflessness
are what define us.

As we continue to move
forward, let’s remember that
the strength of our com-
munity isn’t just about how
we come together in times
of crisis; it’s also about the
relationships we build and
the care we show for one an-
other every day. Our bonds
make us resilient, and in a
world where so much is un-

certain, that’s something we
can always count on.

So, as we recover from the
storm and face the challeng-
es thatlie ahead, let’s contin-
ue to pull together and take
care of each other. After all,
that’s what makes us who we
are—Minden and Webster
Parish, a community that
supports, uplifts, and stands
strong together.

Here’s to all of you who
make our community great.
Thank you for your contin-
ued resilience and support.

DAVID SPECHT IS PRESIDENT OF

SPECHT NEWSPAPERS, INC., PUBLISHER
OF THE MINDEN PRESS-HERALD, BOSSIER
PRESS-TRIBUNE, AND BIZ MAGAZINE.
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HIGH SCHOOL BOYS BASKETBALL

Tide on roll as
district play nears

RUSSELL HEDGES
Minden Press-Herald

There are several rea-
sons the Minden Crimson
Tide have gotten off to a
blazing hot start to the
2024-25 season. But Min-
den Head Coach Jacob
Brown points to one in par-
ticular.

Brown says his players
don’t “play basketball with
each other but they play for
each other.”

Minden is 13-1 going
into Friday’s game at home
against Booker T. Wash-
ington. It’s the Tide’s best
start since starting the
same in the 2010-11 sea-
son, per MaxPreps.

Brown, who is in his
second season as head
coach after serving as the
Lady Tiders head coach for
14 seasons, isn’t surprised
by the fast start.

Minden lost two seniors
off last season’s 15-9 team.
But a talented and experi-
enced core group returned
including seniors Darnell
Morris, Carmelo Smith,
Christian Lofton and Chris
Harris and juniors Camer-
on Parker, Kameron Harris
and Hudson Brown.

The Tide also got back
junior Jaiden Franklin,
who missed all but one and
a half games with an injury
last season.

“Those kids already
played well together,”
Brown said. “It was just
getting him back into the
mode of playing and being
confident coming off of an
injury. But as far as our re-
cord. My deal is you hope
it’s a mindset that trickles
down through your team —
when we step on the floor
my expectation is that we
win.

“Some mindsets are
winning isn’t everything,
but every time we step on
the floor that’s what we’re
striving for, perfection. We
may not reach it but we can
get as close to being really,
really good or excellent as
we can by striving for that.”

Brown said he places a
lot of trust in his players.

“I have a level of con-
fidence in my players be-
cause they work,” he said.
“And I don’t think they

see it as work because it’s
something they enjoy do-
ing. They enjoy playing
basketball.”

And it goes back to the
fact that theyre a close-
knit group.

“Some of that’s a re-
minder that the main thing
is the guy next to you,”
Brown said. “Yes, individu-
als have to perform. And
each one of them comple-
ment each other and they
bring something different
to the table.

“We've got guys that
may not score a bucket
for a couple of games but
they’re rebounding and
they’re taking charges and
they’re defending. And
that’s what makes us what
I feel is a complete team
night in and night out.”

Brown points to Parker,
who is among three play-
ers averaging in double fig-
ures. He and Morris are the
team leading scorers.

In the Tide’s most re-
cent game, a 42-34 vic-
tory over Loyola on Jan.
7, Parker scored just two
points.

“Kids are going to have
off nights,” Brown said.
“But he guarded extremely
well. He didn’t let his of-
fense dictate how he played
defense. We were able to
find a way to win.

“Any  given  night,
there’s other guys that
stepped up and scored. And
we found a way to win be-
cause we defended. We've
had guys coming off the
bench having six or eight
points. If Kameron Har-
ris isn’t scoring points he’s
blocking shots. I think he
had seven or eight blocks
against somebody.”

Brown also praised
Smith as another example
of someone who plays his
role well.

“I'd say he’s probably
our fourth-leading scorer.
He’s a guy that can score
the basketball but he’ll also
be impacting the game in
other categories, stats and
everything.”

Smith was an all-tour-
nament selection in the
“Doc” Edwards Invitation-
al. He scored in double fig-
ures in all four games.

Brown said his team

ROBERT SUMMERLIN/PRESS-HERALD
Minden’s Carmelo Smith puts up a shot during the “Doc” Edwards

Invitational last month at Airline.

has dealt with the high ex-
pectations of this season
well, tuning out the exter-
nal noise that sometimes
comes with success.

Minden got off to a 10-0
start and won the Minden
Holiday Classic for what is
believed to be the first time
in a decade.

They suffered their first
loss in the “Doc” Edwards,
falling to eventual cham-
pion Ruston 54-36 in the
first round after trailing by
just four after three quar-
ters. They closed the tour-
nament with three straight
wins.

One of the Tide’s main
goals is winning the Dis-
trict 1-4A championship.
Last year, they finished
one game behind tri-cham-
pions Evangel Christian,
Huntington and Bossier.
Evangel and Huntington
have both moved up to Dis-
trict 1-5A.

“We’re really blessed
that we’ve got a group of

guys that complement
each other,” Brown said.
“They’re hungry about

pursuing the district cham-
pionship. We're pursuing
one of those this year. We
were so close last year. I

feel like we're right in the
mix along with other teams
in our district.”

The district looks wide
open. Bossier, a traditional
state power, has had an
up-and-down season, but
the Bearkats have played a
tough schedule.

“You know Bossier is
going to be good,” Brown
said. “Do not look at their
record. They’re going to
have a good team, always
have. Booker T. Washing-
ton, they've gotten off to
an extremely good start.
Northwood is probably
better than their record. I
look for it to be extremely
competitive.

Friday’s game against
BTW (12-5 through Mon-
day) doesn’t count in the
district standings. Minden
starts district play Jan.
24 against Woodlawn at
home.

“It’s going to be a com-
petitive district,” Brown
said. “It does look like it’s
wide open. It’'s going to
shape up to be a battle each
night. I don’t think you
can overlook an opponent.
You have to prepare and
you have to perform that
night.”

HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS BASKETBALL

Three parish
teams get wins

RUSSELL HEDGES
Minden Press-Herald

Because the winter
weather forced postpone-
ments, last week was an
abbreviated one for the
parish’s teams.

But the Minden Lady
Tiders, Lakeside Lady
Warriors and North Web-
ster Lady Knights all
picked up victories early
in the week.

Minden defeated
Loyola 48-14 in Shreve-
port, Lakeside downed
Haynesville 50-32 at

Haynesville and North
Webster defeated North
Caddo 50-41 in Vivian.

At Loyola, Brooklyn
Jefferson led Minden with
21 points. She also had 10
rebounds and four steals.

Travesti Byrd scored
nine points and had six
rebounds, five assists and
three steals.

Mia Feaster had eight
points, five steals and two
assists.

Minden entered this
week 7-9. Lakeside was
3-11. North Webster was
9-6.

HIGH SCHOOL BOYS BASKETBALL

Minden,

Doyline

post victories

RUSSELL HEDGES
Minden Press-Herald

The Minden Crimson
Tide and Doyline Panthers
won games last week.

Because of the winter

weather, several games
were postponed
Minden defeated

Loyola 42-34 in Shreve-
port and Doyline downed

North DeSoto 65-58 in-
Stonewall.

At Loyola, Darnell
Morris scored 21 points
to lead the Crimson Tide.
Carmelo Smith chipped in
nine.

At North DeSoto, the
Panthers improved to 18-2
with the victory.

Doyline hosts Sims-
boro Friday.

HIGH SCHOOL SOCCER

Lady Tiders lead
District 1-111

RUSSELL HEDGES
Minden Press-Herald

The Minden Lady Tide-
rs extended their unbeaten
streak to six with an 8-0
victory over Bossier last
week in Bossier City.

Minden entered this
week 7-4-1 overall and 3-0
in district. The Lady Tiders
lead District 1-IIT at 3-0
with one district game left
against Sterlington on Jan.
23 at home

Sterlington is the only
other team in the district
without a loss but the Lady

Panthers had played only
one district match through
last week.

Minden entered this
week with a four-match
winning streak, all by
shutout. The Lady Tiders
have outscored their op-
ponents 22-0 during the
streak.

In a boys District 1-IIT
match, Minden fell to
Bossier 4-0. The Crimson
Tide entered this week
5-6-1 overall and 0-2 in
district.

Bossier was 12-5-1 and
1-0.

OUTDOORS

Plenty of tzme left

GLYNN HARRIS

We've tossed out the
old calendar and replaced
it with a shiny new 2025
model. Does this mean
that we can forget hunting
until this fall and winter?
Not by a long shot. There’s
still plenty to do outdoors;
ducks season is still going
on, deer will be legal game
for awhile as will rabbits
and quail.

One of my favorite out-
door activities this time of
year was to hook up with
a buddy who owns a good
squirrel dog and head for
the woods for a late sea-
son squirrel hunt. Hunting
squirrels this time of year
is a departure from the
way we did it in October
when season opened. Back
then, we sneaked into the
woods at first light, find-
ing a comfortable seat on a
log and waited for the first
squirrel to shake the end of
a branch. With ample foli-
age still on the trees, it was
a simple matter to sneak to
within shotgun range of a
feeding squirrel.

Once the first frost sent
the leaves showering to the
ground in a burst of color,
hunting squirrels became
more complicated. No lon-
ger was it easy to sneak up
on a squirrel; he’d spot you
the minute you took your
first step in his direction.

This is where a good
squirrel dog earns his Puri-
na. You've kept him around
the place all year, feeding
him and taking him to the
vet. But once the leaves are

off the trees, Fido quickly
makes you forget the dog
food and vet bills. If he’s a
good squirrel dog, he’ll pay
dividends in spades.
Nothing is quite as
much fun as getting to-
gether with a group of
friends and heading for
the woods with a squirrel
dog leading the way. If he’s
well trained, and you're
in good squirrel woods,
you’ll hear him bark treed
before you walk a quarter
mile. Once you locate
the tree where the dog is
treed, teamwork enters
the picture. Hunters sur-
round the tree, affording
every possible angle to give
the tree a visual once-over.
Chances are, someone will
say, “I see him...he’s up
there in that fork above the
crooked limb”, or some-
thing similar. If you're ro-
tating shots and it’s your
turn to shoot, you’ll draw
a bead on the squirrel,
send him plummeting to

GLYNN HARRIS
Pulling on vines will usually send a treed squirrel running.

the ground in a shower of
leaves, and call the dog off
to find another.

It’s not always that sim-
ple. Sometimes, the tree is
covered with vines and the
squirrel is nowhere to be
found. Here’s where an-
other ploy is used to locate
the squirrel.

One hunter will say,
“Y’all stand back and get
to where you can see the
tree. I'm fixin’ to shake
a vine.” No squirrel can
sit still when the tree be-
gins bouncing as a vine is
pulled and shaken.

He'll take off and if it’s
a cat squirrel, you can’t
help but marvel at how fast
he can scoot up the tree,
jumping to another and
never stopping until a load
or two of #6 shot finds its
mark.

Sometimes, a squirrel
heads for a hole in a tree
before the hunters arrive,
and when this happens, it’s
just as well that you call off

or squirrel hunting

the dog and find another
squirrel. He’s not likely to
leave the safety of the hol-
low until the woods grow
quiet again.

The enjoyable part of
squirrel hunting with a dog
is the camaraderie. It’s not
necessary to be quiet and
stealthy. The dog locates
the tree where the squirrel
is hiding and sometimes
the more noise you make,
the better chance the
squirrel will move, giving
away its hideout.

You don’t have a squir-
rel dog? You can squirrel
hunt anyhow this time of
year. Locate a spot where
squirrels are feeding;
you’ll find freshly-cut hulls
on the ground. Find a com-
fortable seat and sit quietly
until you spot a squirrel.
This is a good time to use a
22 rifle where longer range
shots are necessary. An-
other way to hunt squirrels
this time of year without a
squirrel dog is to invite a
few friends along to walk
through the woods, shak-
ing every vine you see. It’s
an almost certain bet that
you'll get some shooting
at a few fast moving squir-
rels.

It might be difficult
to concentrate on squir-
rel hunting with the deep
freeze we're having this
week. However, this too
shall pass and we can con-
centrate on chasing squir-
rel on through the month
of February. Give late sea-
son squirrel hunting a try.
It’s good exercise and a
whole lot of fun.

Fishing Report

BLACK BAYOU -
No report. Contact Hon-
ey Hole Tackle Shop
323-8707 for latest in-
formation.

BUSSEY BRAKE
— For anglers willing
to face freezing tem-
peratures, some really
big crappie are being
caught on jigs and shin-
ers fished really slow in
deep water. No report on
bass. For latest informa-
tion, contact the Honey
Hole at 323-8707.

OUACHITA RIV-
ER — The river is still
low. No report on fish-
ing. For latest informa-
tion, contact the Honey
Hole Tackle Shop at
323-8707.

LAKE D’AR-
BONNE - The lake is
finally full again. Crap-
pie should be biting in
deep water on shiners
and jigs. Bass are slow
to fair fishing jigs very
slow on deep structure.
No report on bream or
catfish. For latest infor-
mation, call Anderson
Sport Center at 368-
9669 or Honey Hole
Tackle Shop at 323-
8707.

LAKE CLAI-
BORNE - Crappie
fishing has been good
with some slabs caught

fishing shiners or jigs
around the deep tops.
Bass are best fishing jigs
in deep water. No report
on bream, -catfish or
stripers. For latest infor-
mation, call Kel’'s Cove
at 927-2264 or Terzia
Tackle at 278-4498.

CANEY LAKE -
Crappie fishing has been
good with some slabs
caught fishing shiners
or jigs around the deep-
er tops. Some big bass
are hitting jigs fished
very slow in deep wa-
ter. No report on bream
or catfish. For informa-
tion contact Caney Lake
Landing at 259-6649,
Hooks Marina at 249-
2347, Terzia Tackle at
278-4498 or the Honey
Hole Tackle Shop at

323-8707.

LAKE POVERTY
POINT - Crappie are
fair on the south end
fishing jigs and shiners
deep. No report on bass
or catfish. For informa-
tion, contact the marina
at 318/878-0101.

LAKE YUCAT-
AN — The water is at
a standstill. Nobody is
fishing as the only ac-
tivity is with duck hunt-
ers willing to brave the
cold. For info call Sur-
plus City Landing at
318/467-2259.
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1. TODAY I WILL NOT
STRIKE BACK

If someone is rude, if some-
one is impatient, if someone
is unkind, I will not respond
in a like manner.

2. TODAY I WILL ASK GOD
TO BLESS MY “ENEMY”

If I come across someone
who treats me harshly or un-
fairly, I will quietly ask God
to bless that individual. I un-
derstand “enemy” could be a
family member, neighbor, co-

worker or stranger. It
doesn’t matter.

3. TODAY I WILL BE CARE-

FUL ABOUT WHAT I SAY

Ten Rules For A Blessed Day (copied)

I will carefully choose and
guard my words being certain
that I do not spread gossip.

4. TODAY I WILL GO THE
EXTRA MILE

I will find ways to
help share the bur-
den of another per-
son.

5. TODAY I WILL

out anonymously and bless
the life of another.

7. TODAY I WILL TREAT
OTHERS THE WAY I WISH
TO BE TREATED

I will practice the
golden rule: “Do
unto others as you

would have them do

unto you”-

Bill Cri&er

FORGIVE

I will forgive any hurts or
injuries that come my way.
Regardless!

6. TODAY I WILL DO
SOMETHING KIND FOR
SOMEONE, But I will

do it in secret! I will reach

With EVERYONE I
encounter.

8. TODAY I WILL RAISE
THE SPIRITS OF SOMEONE
WHO IS

DISCOURAGED. I be-

lieve: “My smile, my words,

my expression of support,

can make the difference to
someone who is wrestling
with life””

9. TODAY I WILL NUR-
TURE MY BODY

I will eat less, I will eat
healthy, I will exercise, I will
thank God for my body and
health.

10. TODAY I WILL GROW
SPRITUALLY

I will spend a little more
time in prayer today. I will
read my Bible more each day
and also begin reading some
things both spiritual and in-
spirational; I will find a quiet

place, at some point in the

day, and listen to God’s voice.

TODAY I WILL REPEAT AT
LEAST 3 TIMES THIS SCRIP-
TURE:

“This is the day that the
Lord hath made; I will rejoice
and be glad (happy) in it

Let this revolution begin in
Minden this week and spread
throughout the area around
as we touch lives wherever

we go today.

BILL CRIDER IS CHAPLAIN OF MINDEN

MEDICAL CENTER

THE UPWARD LOOK

A Dear Friend

“Tychicus, our dearly loved brother

and faithful servant in the
Lord, will tell you all the
news about me so that you

may be informed.” Ephesians |

6:21 HCSB

Several companions trav-
eled with Paul on his mis-
sionary journeys. His dear
friend Tychicus was one of
these companions and was
with Paul while he was im-

a dearly beloved brother and a faithful
servant of the Lord who was
an encouragement to Paul and
would encourage the Ephe-
sians in their walk with Christ.

INSPIRATION

in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put

on the full armor of God, so thatyou can

Armor Up

Ephesians 6:10-12 NIV says be strong

Max Hutto

prisoned in Rome. Tychicus would be
the messenger who carried this letter

to the Ephesians.

sians. Paul highly praised Tychicus as

He would person-
ally share news about Paul to the Ephe-

Lord Jesus, thank You for
dear friends who faithfully
serve with me and encourage
me in Your work. May I be a

dear friend to other believers as

we serve You together.

MAXHUTTO IS A BAPTIST MINISTER AND A RESI-

DENT OF MINDEN. MORE INFORMATION CAN BE FOUND

take your stand against the dev-
il's schemes. For our struggle is
not against flesh and blood, but
against the rulers, against the
authorities, against the powers
of this dark world, and against
the spiritual forces of evil in
the heavenly realms. I started
this writing with this scripture

to make one statement: God is

I
Bernard Harris

AT WWW.UPWARDLOOK.ORG.

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
MINDEN

the only way. We can’t fight the war be-

without God’s guidance and protection.

ing waged on our hearts, souls, and lives

Guidance and protection are provided

pray foryoue

by the armor of God which is composed
of 6 characteristics: truth, righteousness,

readiness from the gospel, faith, salva-

tion, and the word of God.
Lately, life for many has been
hard and, in some ways, it feels
like a losing battle but I'm here
to tell everyone God has a plan
all we need to do is make sure
we are wearing our armor. I
would like to conclude by ask-
ing everyone to pray for our

world and all of its people that

God may bring them peace and hope.

BERNARD HARRIS Il IS A HAUGHTON FIREMAN AND A

LOCAL RESIDENT OF MINDEN

How can.we

=

74
We can help you. Contact the
FBC 24-Hour) Prayer Ministry

at 3 7,7| -PRAY.

FIRST BAPTIST CHURGH

301 Pennsylvania Kenue ‘ran:;:?' S
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CLASSIFIEDS

PLACE YOUR AD

classifieds@press-herald.com

Classified line ads are published Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday in the Minden Press-Herald, Bossier Press-Tribune and online at www.press.herald.com

SOUTHWOOD
APARTMENTS

Located at 214 Nursery Road
Sibley, LA 71073

Rent Based on Income
We accept HUD Vouchers

Fully Electric
Energy Efficient
Central Air & Heat
Electric Range & Frost Free Refrigerator
Carpet/Tile
Mini Blinds
Cable T.V. Hook Ups
Pest Control
Maintenance Service
Laundry Room on Site
Office Hours: 9:00am-12:00pm & 1:00pm-5:00pm Monday-Friday
Please Call or Come By
(318) 371-9326

“Come Live With Us"
TAC Real Estate, LLC

0D
AC-RE, LLC 1800RELAY (18008465277 TIATY)

“Professional Management” 1-800-RELAY (1-800-947-5277 VOICE)

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

42.217104

Lost Puppy

Missing from downtown Minden LA.
If you find or see this puppy please ccontact
Justin Ayliffe on facebook or call

INVITATION FOR BID

The Webster Parish FPD #6 solicits sealed bids for the following:
Used Fire Department Ladder Truck

The Vercg)osals must be in the hands of the undersigned no later than 10:00
am Wednesday, February 10, 2025 in the Secretary Office — Webster Parish
FPD #6, 109 Coyle Ave, Cullen, Louisiana 71021. The Bid specification
sheet is available at no charge in the office of the Secretary, Webster Parish
FPD #6. Bid opening will Wednesday, December 18, 2024 via email cfp-
dist6@gmail.com or posted mail P.O. Box 28, Cullen LA 71021. The bid will
be awarded at Department Board meeting to be held on Tuesday, February
11, 2025 at 6pm.

The Webster Parish Fire District # 6 is a tax-exempt governmental agency.
The Webster Parish Fire District # 6 abides by the requirements of the
Louisiana Bid Law.

ALL BIDS SUBMITTED MUST BE CLEARLY MARKED:
Webster Parish Fire District # 6 — “BID ENCLOSED”

The Webster Parish Fire District # 6 is a tax-exempt governmental agency.
The Webster Parish Fire District # 6 abides by the requirements of the
Louisiana Bid Law as stated in R.S. 38:2238.1.

The Webster Parish Fire District # 6 reserves the right to reject any and all
bids and to waive informalities or to accept the bid, which may best serve
its interest.

December 25, 2024

January 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, 2025
Februa%s, 2025

Minden Press Herald

Bid Specifications Sheet
Used Fire Department Ladder Truck

1. 2002 or newer Ladder Truck

2. 400 HP or g?reater engine

3. Electric reel

4. Automatic transmission

5. On-board generator

6. 110’ or greater aerial ladder

7.2000 or less aerial hours

8. 4000 or less engine hours

9. (6) person minimum seatin:

10. Maximum height of 12’ 10" and length of 45’

December 25, 2024

January 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, 2025
Februar¥’5, 2025

Minden Press Herald

PUBLIC NOTICE

NOTICE OF FILING OF CLAIBORNE ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC.’S
(CEC) APPLICATION FOR APPROVAL OF ESTABLISHMENT OF AN
EMERGENCY RESERVE FUND PURSUANT TO SECTION 3.C. OF FOR-
MULA RATE PLAN.

This notice is given pursuant to Article IV, Section 21, Paragraph (D) of the
Louisiana Constitution of 1974, regarding electricity rates in in the Parishes
of Bienville, Claiborne, Lincoln, Ouachita, Union, and Webster. CEC has
filed an Application forAgprovaI of Establishment of an Emer%ency Reserve
Fund Rider Pursuant to Section 3.C. of CEC’s Formula Rate Plan. This
filing could result in a change in rates. Any comments or questions concern-
ing this filing may be directed to the Louisiana Public Service Commission
at (225) 342-4999.

January 15, 2025
Minden Press Herald

NOTICE
SUCCESSIONS
OF

BETTY H. PARKS and
CHARLES RICHARD PARKS

FILED

DEC 26 2024

DEPUTY CLERK WEBSTER PARISH
NUMBER

18170
26TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT
WEBSTER PARISH, LOUISIANA

ASSIGNED: DIV.
NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR CONTINUATION OF BUSINESS
Nf%TICE IS GIVEN that AMANDA H. PATTERSON, Independent Executrix
of the
Successions of BETTY H. PARKS and CHARLES RICHARD PARKS, has
etitioned this
onorable Court for authority to continue the business known as OMEGA
:I‘,ONTAINER, INC.
0:

A

Flequtest thfat an Interim Ex-Parte Order issue herein authorizing the con-
inuation o

business known as OMEGA CONTAINER, INC. thus allowing AMANDA H.
PATTERSON, Independent Executrix of the Succession of BETTY H.
PARKS and

CHAF}LES RICHARD PARKS, to be granted the right and authority to
operate

sBaid business in any means necessary;

f_{'equtest thfat an Interim Ex-Parte Order issue herein authorizing the con-
inuation o

business known as OMEGA CONTAINER, INC. thus allowing AMANDA H.
EQH(ESRSON, Independent Executrix of the Successions of BETTY H.
and CHARLES RICHARD PARKS, to be granted the right and authority to

ay all
guYstanding debts of the business known as OMEGA CONTAINER, INC.,
including but not limited to checks for payroll, checks for payment of debts

an
I(i:abilities of the company;

Feqq[est thfat an Interim Ex-Parte Order issue herein authorizing the con-
inuation o
the business known as OMEGA CONTAINER, INC. thus allowing AMANDA

H.
PATTERSON, Independent Executrix of the Successions of BETTY H.

PARI

and CHARLES RICHARD PARKS, the authority to execute any and all
documents ) ) ) ) o

necetssary to sell said business, including, but not limited to Buy/Sell Agree-
ments

Cash Sale Deeds, etc.; . . ,
That any heir, legatee or creditor who opposes this proposed sale must file
his/her opposition

within seven (7) days from the date on which the last publication of this
notice appears.

Halli Umnin

DEPUTY CLERK,

26TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT COURT

WEBSTER PARISH, LOUISIANA

January 15, 2025
Minden Press Herald

MINUTES

PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY OF MINDEN, STATE OF LOUISIANA,
TAKEN IN REGULAR SESSION HELD ON JANUARY 6, 2025

The Minden Citx Council met at City Hall in Minden, Louisiana, beginning
at 6:00 p.m. with the following members present: Mayor Nick Cox, Carlton
Myles, Levon Thomas, Latasha Mitchell, Michael Roy, and Andy Pender-
rass. Absence(s): None. Mayor Cox welcomed everyone to the meeting.
rayer was offered by Andy Pendergrass and the Pledge of Alle?iance was
led by Carlton Myles. It is noted for the record that Mayor Cox allowed both
council and public comments prior to every vote.
Andy Pendergrass moved to amend the printed agenda to rename Item (11)
Award Bid No. 05-2025 — AVL Equipment and Installation — Civic Center to
include the Community House. This changes the title of Iltem (11) to “Award
Bid No. 05-2025 — AVL Equipment and Installation — Civic Center and Com-
munity House.” The motion was duly seconded by Michael Roy and carried
unanimously.
Michael Roy moved to adopt the minutes of the Minden City Council
Regular Session held on December 2, 2024, as presented. The motion was
duly seconded by Latasha Mitchell and the vote was unanimously in favor.
Abstention(s): None. Absence(s): None.
Andy Pendergrass moved to elect Carlton Myles, Council Representative
for District A, as Mayor Pro Tempore for the year 2025. The motion was duly
seconded by Levon Thomas and the vote was as follows: Aye(s): Levon
Thomas, Latasha Mitchell, Michael Roy, and Andy Pendergrass. Nay(s):
None. Abstention(s): Carlton Myles. Absence(s): None. The motion carried.
Andy Pendergrass moved to a Oﬁt a Resolution Authorizing Carlton Myles
as Mayor Pro Tempore to Sign Checks Drawn by this Municipal Corporation
on Any Financial Institution in Custody of City of Minden Funds, Effective
upon AdoEtion, as presented. The motion was duly seconded by Michael
Roy and the vote was as follows: Aye(s): Levon Thomas, Latasha Mitchell,
Michael Roy, and Andy Pendergrass. Nay(s): None. Abstention(s): Carlton
Myles. Absence(s): None. The motion carried.
Upon motion by Latasha Mitchell and duly seconded by Michael Roy, the
council unanimously adopted a Resolution to Amend the City of Minden
2024-2025 Budget, as presented. Abstention(s): None. Absence(s): None.
Upon motion by Michael Roy and duly seconded by Carlton Myles, the
council unanimously authorized Mayor Cox to enter into a state contract
between the City of Minden and Scott Equipment Company, LLC for a skid
steer, as presented. Abstention(s): None. Absence(s): None.
Upon motion by Carlton Myles and duly seconded by Andy Pendergrass,
the council unanimously adopted a Resolution Regarding a Lease Purchase
Agreement for the Purpose of Financing a Skid Steer and Accessories, as
presented. Abstention(s): None. Absence(s): None.
Andy Pendergrass moved to adopt a Resolution Establishing Fees for the
Collection and Disposal of Garbage and Refuse Pursuant to Section 74-7
of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Minden, State of Louisiana, as pre-
sented. The motion was duly seconded by Carlton Myles and the vote was
as follows: Aye(s): Carlton Myles, Levon Thomas, Michael Roy, and Andy
Pende[&rass. Nay(s): None. Abstention(s): Latasha Mitchell. Absence(s):
None. The motion carried.
Michael Roy moved to adopt a Resolution Declaring Certain City of Minden
Property as Surplus and Fixing the Terms of Sale, as presented. This
resolution is to surplus an air compressor. The motion was duly seconded
l’z‘y Latasha Mitchell and the vote was unanimously in favor. Abstention(s):
one. Absence(sg: None.
Upon motion by Carlton Myles and duly seconded by Michael Roy, the
council unanimously adopted a Resolution Adopting a Language Access
Plan (LAP) for Limited English Proficiency Persons as Required to Receive
LCDBG and Any Other Federal Funding, as presented. Abstention(s): None.
Absence(s): None.
Upon motion by Carlton Myles and duly seconded by Latasha Mitchell,
the council unanimously adopted Ordinance No. 1153 — An Ordinance to
Authorize an Act of Sale by the City of Minden to Sell Certain Adjudicated
Properties (Parcels 109934 & 110676) by Public Auction; and, Further
Providing with Respect Thereto, as presented. Abstention(s): None.
Absence(s): None.
Michael Roy moved to award Bid No. 05-2025 — AVL Equipment and Instal-
lation — Civic Center and Community House to the lowest qualified bidder
meeting all requirements, American AVL. The motion was duly seconded by
Andy Pendergrass and the vote was unanimously in favor. Abstention(s):
None. Absence(s): None.
Carlton Myles moved to confirm Cody James as a full-time police officer in
the Minden Police Department, subject to passing all applicable tests. The
motion was duly seconded b% Michael Roy and the vote was unanimously in
favor. Abstention(s): None. Al senceﬁs): None.
Upon motion by Michael Roy and duly seconded by Latasha Mitchell, the
council unanimously voted to remand the Minden Planning Commission’s
December 5, 2024, decision for further consideration during the Febru-
ary 6, 2025 Minden Planning Commission meeting. Abstention(s): None.
Absence(s): None.
City Clerk Melaney Langford presented the Budget/Financial Report for the
month of November 2024. No motion was required.
In the absence of Fire Chief Brian Williams, Mayor Cox presented the Fire
Report for the month of December 2024. No motion was required.
The Police Report for the month of November 2024 was unanimously ac-
cepted, as presented, bki motion of Carlton Myles and second by Latasha
Mitchell. Abstention(s): None. Absence(s): None.
Announcements and council comments were heard. The meeting was then
adjourned.
Nicholas A. Cox, Mayor

ATTEST:
Melaney Langford, City Clerk

January 15, 2025
Minden Press Herald

MINUTES

PROCEEDINGS OF THE CITY OF MINDEN, STATE OF LOUISIANA,
TAKEN IN WORKSHOP HELD ON JANUARY 6, 2025

The Minden Citx Council met at City Hall in Minden, Louisiana, beginning

at 4:30 p.m. with the foIIowin% members present: Mayor Nick Cox, Carlton

Myles, Levon Thomas, Latasha Mitchell, Michael Roy and Andy Pender-
rass (arrived at 4:43 p.m.). Mayor Cox welcomed everyone to the meeting.
he following topics were discussed: the Minden City Council Agenda,

various City of Minden matters, the November 2024 Police Report, the De-

cember 2024 Fire Report, and the November 2024 Budget Report. No votes

were cast during these discussions.

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned.

Nicholas A. Cox, Mayor
ATTEST:
Melaney Langford, City Clerk

January 15, 2025
Minden Press Herald

ORDINANCE NO. 1153

AN ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE AN ACT OF SALE BY THE CITY OF

MINDEN TO SELL CERTAIN ADJUDICATED PROPERTIES (PARCELS
109934 & 110676) BY PUBLIC AUCTION; AND, FURTHER PROVIDING
WITH RESPECT THERETO

WHEREAS, the immovable properties described below were adjudicated
to the City of Minden, for nonpayment of taxes; and purchased at a public
auction by high bidder:

PARCEL# 109934: LOT THIRTEEN (13) OF JACK BATTON SUBDIVISION
SITUATED IN THE SOUTHEAST QUARTER OF NORTHWEST QUARTER
(SE % OF NW %) OF SECTION 21, TOWNSHIP 19 NORTH, RANGE 9
WEST, MINDEN, WEBSTER PARISH, LOUISIANA, PER MAP AND PLAT
OF SAID SUBDIVISION ON FILE AN OF RECORD IN MAP BOOK 2, PAGE
50 OF THE OFFICIAL RECORDS OF WEBSTER PARISH, LOUISIANA,
TOGETHER WITH ALL IMPROVEMENTS THEREON AND ALL RIGHTS
THERETO BELONGING.; MUNICIPAL ADDRESS: 612 BATTON STREET,
MINDEN, LA; ADJUDCIATED TO THE CITY ON 05/23/2014

nggihaser: John Swindell Bid: $10,000.00 Auction Date: December 19,

PARCEL# 110676: LOTS 11 AND 12, WARSAW ADDITION TO THE CITY
OF MINDEN, WEBSTER PARISH, LOUISIANA, TOGETHER WITH ALL
IMPROVEMENTS THEREON AND ALL RIGHT THERETO BELONGING;
MUNICIPAL ADDRESS: 617 & 619 SUNSET LANE; MINDEN, LA, ADJUDI-
CATED TO THE CITY IN 2010 & FILED 7/18/2011

;’u;ihaser: Kenneth Walker Bid: $2,933.33 Auction Date: December 19,
0

WHEREAS, LA R.S. 47: 2202 et seq. provides that the City may sell adjudi-
cated property in accordance with law after the expiration of the period for
redemption; and

WHEREAS, the City of Minden has declared the property described below
surplus and not needed for a public purpose and to dispose of said property
in accordance with LA R.S. 47:2202, et seq.; and

WHEREAS, in accordance with L.A. R.S. 47:2202 the City of Minden has
set a minimum bid for public sale for each property and

WHEREAS, the Cigl has offered these properties to the highest bidder at
the time of sale an

WHEREAS, the property described herein above was offered at public auc-
tion on listed dates.

NOW BE IT ORDAINED by the Minden City Council, that any Act of Sale
of the below described property shall contain the following conditions and
requirements:

The properties shall be sold in accordance with LS-R.S. 47:2201 et. seq.,
without any warranty, from either the City or Management Company, what-
soever, even as to the return of the purchase price.

The sale shall be on a form approved by the City Attorney and that the sales
price is paid by certified funds at or near the time of the sale.

The sale shall include a reservation of all mineral rights to the City but shall
convey all surface rights.

The following shall be completed prior to closing of sale:

E&P Consulting Services, LLC shall certify in writing to the City Attorney that
they have examined the mortgage records, conveyance records, probate
and civil suit records of the Parish of Webster and that attached to this
certification will be a written list of names and last known addresses of all
owners, mortgagees, and any other person who may have a vested or
contingent interest in the property, or who has filed a request for notice as
provided in the former provisions LS-R.S. 33:4720.17(B), as indicated in
those records.

E&P Consulting Services, LLC has provided notice to those persons identi-
fied in accordance with LS-R.S. 47:2201 et. seq. Proof of said notice will be
filed in the records of Webster Parish immediately after the Act of Sale.

At the time of closing, the E&P Consulting Services, LLC will certify in writ-
ing to City Attorney and Clerk of Court that the number of days mandated by
LS-R.S. 47:2201 et. seq. has elapsed since the above required notice was
made or attempted and that the property has not been redeemed by the
payment of the taxes owed.

BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, by the Minden City Council, that the Mag/or
is hereby authorized to execute a Cash Sale of the above described adju
dicated properties to the highest acceptable bidder as named. The Cas
Sale shall contain all of the above conditions and requirements and shall be
executed within the timelines specified.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Council of the City of Minden on this 6th
day of January, 2025, by the following vote and upon motion and second of
Carlton Myles and Latasha Mitchell, respectively.

AYE(S): 5

NAY(S):
ABSTENTION(S):
ABSENCE(S):

o o o

Nicholas A. Cox,
Mayor

ATTEST:

Melaney Langford, City Clerk

January 15, 2025
Minden Press Herald

SHERIFF’S SALE
MIDFIRST BANK
VS

BRANDON R GORUM AND CHASITY GORUM
In the Twenty-Sixth Judicial District Court of Webster Parish, Louisiana, No.

By virtue of a WRIT OF SEIZURE AND SALE issued out of the Twenty-Sixth

Judicial District Court of Webster Parish, Louisiana, in the above styled and

numbered suit and to me directed, | have seized and taken into m{) posses-

sion and will offer for sale at public auction to the last and highest bidder

for cash WITHOUT the benefit of appraisement and according to law at the
rinciple front door of the Courthouse in the City of Minden, Webster Parish,
ouisiana,

on
WEDNESDAY, February 19, 2025,
During the legal sale hours, the followin’gzl property, to wit:
LOT EIGHT (8) HILLSIDE SUBDIVISION, PHASE “1”, SITUATED IN THE
NORTHWEST QUARTER OF THE NORTHWEST QUARTER (NW/4
OF NW/4) OF SECTION 19, TOWNSHIP 19 NORTH, RANGE & WEST,
WEBSTER PARISH, LOUISIANA, AS PER MAP AND PLAT OF SAID SUB-
DIVISION FILED IN CONVEYANCE BOOK 897, PAGE 489, REGISTRY
NUMBER 432036 OF THE CONVEYANCE RECORDS OF WEBSTER
PARISH, LOUISIANA; subject to restrictions, servitudes, rights-of-way and
outstanding mineral rights of record affecting the property.
That certain manufactured home/mobile situated on the above described
R‘roperty, being a 2013 Southern Estates Manufactured Home, Model

0. E0908, Serial No. SOU007738, Hud Label No. NTA1592657 & NTA
1592658, which said manufactured home/mobile home was immobilized
pursuant to Affidavit of Immobilization dated March 31, 2016 and filed for re-
cord as Instrument No. 558506 of the records of Webster Parish, Louisiana.
SOLD SUBJECT TO ANY SUPERIOR LIENS, MORTGAGES OR PRIVI-
LEGES THERETO.
Said property seized is that of the defendant and will be sold to satisfy a
judgment rendered in our Honorable Court.
Publication Dates: January 15, 2025 February 12, 2025
JASON R. PARKER Sheriff & Ex-Officio Auctioneer
Webster Parish, Louisiana
Pon Brantlee
Pam Brantley - Deputy

January 15, 2025
February 12, 2025
Minden Press Herald

Sheriff’s Sale

A/K/A BICKIE S. BARLING A/K/A BICKIE BARLING A/K/A BICKIE SERE
RYAN A/K/A BICKIE S. RYAN A/K/A BICKIE RYAN A/K/A BICKIE BARLING
RYAN A/K/A BICKIE B. RYAN

In the Twenty-Sixth Judicial District Court of Webster Parish, Louisiana, No.
80727.

By virtue of a WRIT OF SEIZURE AND SALE issued out of the Twenty-Sixth
Judicial District Court of Webster Parish, Louisiana, in the above styled and
numbered suit and to me directed, | have seized and taken into my posses-
sion and will offer for sale at public auction to the last and highest bidder

for cash WITHOUT the benefit of appraisement and according to law at the
principle front door of the Courthouse in the City of Minden, Webster Parish,
Louisiana,

on
WEDNESDAY, February 19, 2025,

During the legal sale hours, the following property, to wit:

Lot 100, Replat of Sportsman’s Paradise, a subdivision of Webster Parish,
Louisiana, as per plat recorded in Map Book 3, Page 47 of the Convey-
ance Records of Webster Parish, Louisiana, together with all buildings and
improvements located thereon.

SOLD SUBJECT TO ANY SUPERIOR LIENS, MORTGAGES OR PRIVI-
LEGES THERETO.

Said property seized is that of the defendant and will be sold to satisfy a
judgment rendered in our Honorable Court.

JASON R. PARKER Sheriff & Ex-Officio Auctioneer

Webster Parish, Louisiana

Pam Brantley

Pam Brantley - Deputy

January 15, 2025
February 12, 2025
Minden Press Herald

Minutes

MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING
WEBSTER PARISH POLICE JURY
December 13, 2024

MEMBERS PRESENT: Jim Bonsall; President, Steve Lemmons, Nancy
Hines, Randy Thomas, Daniel Thomas, Bruce Blanton, Adam Lee

Absent: Allen Gilbert, Beverly Kennon, Vice President; Steve Ramsey, Mike
Griffith and LaTanya Grigsby

Mr. Jim Bonsall called the meeting to order at 11:00AM and asked
Mr. Steve Lemmons to open the meeting with prayer and Mr. Jim Bonsall
led in the pledge of allegiance

Mr. Jim Bonsall then asked for additions to the agenda.
No additions to the agenda.
There were no comments from the audience concerning the agenda.

Mr. Daniel Thomas moved, seconded by Mr. Randy Thomas to Award the
Contract with Testament Construction for the Women'’s Jail Facility, bids
approved December 3, 2024, American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funded
project, in accordance with bids received December 2, 2024, and authorize
the execution of documents for the Parish of Webster. Motion carried
unanimously.

Mr. Daniel Thomas moved, seconded by Mr. Bruce Blanton to add Recre-
ation funding to the agenda. Motion carried unanimously.

Mr. Randy Thomas moved, seconded by Ms. Nancy Hines to approve
Recreation Funding:

District #6 $500 to the Dorcheat Historical Museum for utilities and $500 to
the Minden Fire Department for rescue equipment.

District #8 $500 to the Minden Fire Department for rescue equipment.
District #4 $1,000 to the Minden Fire Department for rescue equipment.
Motion carried unanimously.

There being no further business to bring before the Jury, the meeting
adjourned.

/sl
Lisa C. Balkom Secretary-Treasurer Jim
Bonsall  President

January 15, 2025
Minden Press Herald
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SHERIFF’S SALE
B1 BANK
VS.
LYNDA WOMACK, AKA LYNDA M.
WOMACK, AKA LYNDA GAYLE MYERS WOMACK, DECEASED, AND

AMY LYNETT WOMACK FOWLER BAKER, AND KRISTIN ANN WOMACK
BARTON AND TOM BRADLEY WOMACK

In the Twenty-Sixth Judicial District Court of Webster Parish, Louisiana, No.
CVv81823

By virtue of a WRIT OF SEIZURE AND SALE issued out of the Twenty-Sixth

Judicial District Court of Webster Parish, Louisiana, in the above styled

and numbered suit and to me directed, | have seized and taken into my

gossession and will offer for sale at public auction to the last and highest
idder for cash WITH the benefit of appraisement and according to law at

the principle front door of the Courthouse in the City of Minden,

Parish, Louisiana, on

WEDNESDAY, February 19, 2025,

During the legal sale hours, the following property, to wit:

Atract of land located in Section 21, Township 17 North, Range 9 West,

Webster Parish, Louisiana, as described as:

Begin at the Northwest Corner of the Northwest Quarter of Northeast Quar-

ter (NW/cor. Of NW/4 of NE/4), Section 21, Township 17 North, Range 9

West, Webster Parish, Louisiana, and run East 938.7 feet; thence run South

488.5 feet to the point of beginning; thence run South 76 degrees 50 min-

utes West 415 feet; thence run South 13 degrees 10 minutes East 315 feet;

thence run North 76 degrees 50 minutes East 415 feet; thence run North 13

degrees 10 minutes West 315 feet to the point of be%innin ,

SOLD SUBJECT TO ANY SUPERIOR LIENS, MORTGAGES OR PRIVI-

LEGES THERETO.

Said property seized is that of the defendant and will be sold to satisfy a

judgment rendered in our Honorable Court.

JASON R. PARKER Sheriff & Ex-Officio Auctioneer

Webster Parish, Louisiana

Pam Brantly

Pam Brantley - Deputy

January 15, 2025
February 12, 2025
Minden Press Herald

ebster

SHERIFF’S SALE

US BANK TRUST NATIONAL ASSOCIATION, NOT IN ITS INDIVIDUAL
CAPACITY BUT SOLELY AS OWNER TRUSTEE FOR
VRMTG ASSET TRUST

VS.
ROGER D. GODWIN
}5”1 t4hze2Twenty-Sixth Judicial District Court of Webster Parish, Louisiana, No.

By virtue of a WRIT OF FIFA issued out of the Twenty-Sixth Judicial District
Court of Webster Parish, Louisiana, in the above styled and numbered suit
and to me directed, | have seized and taken into my possession and will
offer for sale at public auction to the last and highest bidder for cash WITH
the benefit of appraisement and according to law at the principle front door
of the Courthouse in the City of Minden, Webster Parish, Louisiana, on
WEDNESDAY, January 22, 2025,
During the Iegal sale hours, the following property, to wit:
Begin at the Southwest corner of the Southwest Quarter of Northwest
Quarter (SW/C of SW/4 of NW/4), Section 31, Township 23 North, Range
10 West, Webster Parish, Louisiana and run North a distance of 420 feet to
the point of beginning of the property herein conveyed, thence run East 420
feet; thence run North 210 feet; thence ran West 210 feet; thence run South
105 feet thence run West 210 feet; thence run South 105 feet to the point of
beginning; subject to restrictions, servitudes, rights-of-way and outstanding
mineral rights of record affecting the property,
SOLD SUBJECT TO ANY SUPERIOR LIENS, MORTGAGES OR PRIVI-
LEGES THERETO.
Said property seized is that of the defendant and will be sold to satisfy a
judgment rendered in our Honorable Court.

ublication Dates: December 18, 2024
January 15, 2025
JASON R. PARKER Sheriff & Ex-Officio Auctioneer
Webster Parish, Louisiana
Pam Brantlees
Pam Brantley - Deputy

December 18, 2024
January 15, 2025
Minden Press Herald

SHERIFF’S SALE
CARTER FEDERAL CREDIT UNION
SLACK PROVPSERTIES, LLC
ICn \;Q?E;I'zv;enty-Sixth Judicial District Court of Webster Parish, Louisiana, No.

By virtue of a WRIT OF SEIZURE AND SALE issued out of the Twenty-Sixth

Judicial District Court of Webster Parish, Louisiana, in the above styled and

numbered suit and to me directed, | have seized and taken into m% posses-

sion and will offer for sale at public auction to the last and highest bidder

for cash WITHOUT the benefit of appraisement and according to law at the
rinciple front door of the Courthouse in the City of Minden, Webster Parish,
ouisiana,

on
WEDNESDAY, January 22, 2025,
During the legal sale hours, the followin 'grogerty, to wit:
**SEE ATTACHED PROPERTY DESCRIPTION***
SOLD SUBJECT TO ANY SUPERIOR LIENS, MORTGAGES OR PRIVI-
LEGES THERETO.
Said property seized is that of the defendant and will be sold to satisfy a
judgment rendered in our Honorable Court.

ublication Dates: December 18, 2024 January 15, 2025
JASON R. PARKER Sheriff & Ex-Officio Auctioneer
Webster Parish, Louisiana
Pam Brantley
Pam Brantley - Deputy
Loan Number:
EXHIBIT “A”
TRACTA
Aone acre tract, more or less, located in the Northeast Quarter of the North-
east Quarter (NE/4 of NE/4) and in the Northwest Quarter of the Northeast
Quarter (NW/4 of NE/4), Section 31, Township 23 North, Range 10 West,
Webster Parish, Louisiana, described as follows:
Begin at the Northwest Corner of the South Half of Northeast Quarter of
the Northeast Quarter (NW/cor. of S/2 of NE/4 of NE/4), Section 31, and
run East 132 feet; thence run South 205.76 feet to the é)oint of beginning;
thence continue South 122.3 feet; thence run West 396.26 feet; thence run
North 33 degrees 09 minutes East 146.1 feet; thence run East 316.4 feet to
the point of beginning. (Assessment # 118240)
Purported to be municipally known as 423 Morgan Road, Sarepta, Louisi-
ana 71071
TRACT B
Plat of survey of tract located in the Southwest Quarter of the Southwest
Quarter (SW/4 of SW/4), Section 30, Township 23 North, Range 10 West,
Webster Parish, Louisiana, and more particularly described as follows:
Commencing at 1 inch iron pipe located at the Southeast Corner of the
Southwest Quarter of the Southwest Quarter (SE/cor. of SW/4 of SW/4),
Section 30, Townshif 23 North, Range 10 West, and run North 718.8 feet;
thence run West 324.51 feet to 1/2 inch rebar located on the South right of
way on Kings Corner Road for the point of beginning; thence run South 20
degrees 45 minutes East 100.79 feet to 1/2 inch rebar; thence run South
2 degrees 16 minutes West 59.96 feet to 1/2 inch rebar; thence run North
76 degrees 43 minutes West 159.2 feet to 1/2 inch rebar; thence run North
13 degrees 07 minutes East 137.09 feet to 1/2 inch rebar located on South
right of way of Kin%s Corner Road, thence run South 80 degrees 01 minutes
East along said right of way 91.87 feet to the point of beginning; together
with all improvements located thereon and all rights thereto belonging. (As-
sessment # 119967)
Purported to be municipally known as 561 Kings Corner Road, Sarepta,
Louisiana 71071

December 18, 2024
January 15, 2025
Minden Press Herald

NOTICE OF SPECIAL ELECTION

EXHIBIT “A”
Pursuant to the provisions of a resolution adopted by the Board of Commis-
sioners of Fire Protection District No. 2 (Sibley) of the Parish of Webster,
State of Louisiana (the “Governing Authority”), acting as the governing
authority of Fire Protection District No. 2 (Sibley) of the Parish of Webster,
State of Louisiana (the “District”), on November 14, 2024, NOTICE IS
HEREBY GIVEN that a special election will be held within the District on
SATURDAY, MARCH 29, 2025, and that at the said election there will be
submitted to all registered voters in the District qualified and entitled to
vote at the said election under the Constitution and Laws of the State of
Louisiana and the Constitution of the United States, the following proposi-
tion, to-wit:
PROPOSITION

MILLAGE RENEWAL)

hall Fire Protection District No. 2 (Sibley) of the Parish of Webster, State of
Louisiana (the “District”), continue to levy a special tax of 10 mills (the “Tax”)
on all property subject to taxation within the District (an estimated $114,000
reasonably expected at this time to be collected from the levy of the Tax for
an entire year), for a period of ten 10 years, beginning with the year 2025
and ending with the year 2034, for the purpose of acquiring, constructing,
improving, maintaining and/or operating fire protection facilities and equip-
ment, including the purchase of fire trucks, in and for the District, and paying
the cost of obtaining water for fire protection purposes and/or contractin
for fire protection services for the District, provided that a portion of the Tax
proceeds is required to be contributed to state and statewide retirement
systems as provided in R.S. 11:82?

e said special election shall be held at the polling places for the follow-

ing precincts, which polls will open at seven o’clock (7:00) a.m. and close
at eight o’clock (8:00) p.m., in accordance with the provisions of La. R.S.
18:541, to-wit:
PRECINCTS 34(PART) 39(PART)
40 41(PART)
The pollinP places for the precincts set forth above are hereby designated
as the pol mg places at which to hold the said election, and the Commis-
sioners-in-Charge and Commissioners, respectively, shall be those persons
designated according to law.
The estimated cost of this election as determined by the Secretary of State
based upon the provisions of Chapter 8-A of Title 18 and actual costs of
similar elections is $14,600.
Notice is further %iven that a portion of the monies collected from the tax
described in the Proposition shall be remitted to certain state and statewide
retirement systems in the manner required by law.
The said special election will be held in accordance with the applicable
provisions of Chapter 5 and Chapter 6-A of Title 18 of the Louisiana Revised
Statutes of 1950, as amended, and other constitutional and statutory author-
K?/, and the officers appointed to hold the said election, as provided in this

otice of Special Election, or such substitutes therefor as may be selected
and designated in accordance with La. R.S. 18:1287, will make due returns
thereof to said Governing Authority, and NOTICE IS HEREBY FURTHER
GIVEN that the Governing Authority will meet at its regular meetin%gace,
the Sibley Town Hall, 345 N. Main Street, Sibley, Louisiana, on THURSDAY,
APRIL 10, 2025, at 6:00 P.M., and shall then and there in open and public

session proceed to examine and canvass the returns and declare the result
of the said special election. All registered voters of the District are entitled to
vote at said special election and voting machines will be used.

January 15, 2025
Minden Press Herald

SHERIFF’S SALE

FEDERAL HOME LOAN MORTGAGE CORP,
AS TRUSTEE FOR FREDDIE MAC
SEASONED CREDIT RISK TRANSFER TRUST, SERIES 2023-1

VS.

MELBA HOLCOMB MORGAN

}3”1 t2he2Twenty-Sixth Judicial District Court of Webster Parish, Louisiana, No.
7

By virtue of a WRIT OF SEIZURE AND SALE issued out of the Twenty-Sixth

Judicial District Court of Webster Parish, Louisiana, in the above styled

and numbered suit and to me directed, | have seized and taken into my

Bossession and will offer for sale at public auction to the last and highest
idder for cash WITH the benefit of appraisement and according to law at

the principle front door of the Courthouse in the City of Minden, Webster

Parish, Louisiana, on

WEDNESDAY, January 15, 2025,

During the legal sale hours, the foIIowirég FKprcl)j)erty, to wit:

A CERTAIN PIECE OR PORTION OF GROUND, TOGETHER WITH

ALL THE BUILDINGS AND IMPROVEMENTS THEREON, AND ALL

THE RIGHTS, WAYS, PRIVILEGES, SERVITUDES, ADVANTAGES

AND APPURTENANCES THEREUNTO BELONGING OR IN ANYWISE

APPERTAINING, SITUATED IN THE PARISH OF WEBSTER, STATE OF

LOUISIANA, LOT TWENTY (20), PRAIRIE GROVE ESTATES, A SUBDIVI-

SION, LOCATED IN THE NORTH HALF OF THE NORTHEAST QUARTER
N1/2 OF NE 1/2), SECTION 28, TOWNSHIP 18 NORTH, RANGE 9 WEST,

SUBDIVISION OF WEBSTER PARISH LOUISIANA, AS PER THAT PLAT

RECORDED IN BOOK 4, PAGE 1 OF THE CONVEYANCE RECORDS

OF WEBSTER PARISH, LOUISIANA; SUBJECT TO RESTRICTIONS,

SERVITUDES, RIGHTS-OF-WAY AND OUTSTANDING MINERAL RIGHTS

OF RECORD AFFECTING THE PROPERTY,

547 SE 5TH AVE., SIBLEY, LA 71073

SOLD SUBJECT TO ANY SUPERIOR LIENS, MORTGAGES OR PRIVI-
LEGES THERETO.

Said property seized is that of the defendant and will be sold to satisfy a

judgment rendered in our Honorable Court.

JASON R. PARKER Sheriff & Ex-Officio Auctioneer

Webster Parish, Louisiana

Pam Branti

Pam Brantley - Deputy

December 11, 2024
January 15, 2025
Minden Press Herald

LEGAL NOTICE

#\I/I_ist all names, no address required)
arlon Greenard

Clara Johnson Grigsby

George Gri%sbg

THIS NOTICE BY PUBLICATION IS NOTIFICATION THAT YOUR RIGHTS
OR INTEREST IN THE FOLLOWING DESCRIBED PROPERTY LOCATED
IN WEBSTER PARISH, LOUISIANA MAY BE TERMINATED BY OPERA-
TION OF LAW IF YOU DO NOT TAKE FURTHER ACTION IN ACCOR-
DANCE WITH LAW:

Legal Description: Lot 100 x 100 Ft. IN NE/4 OF SE/4 SEC. 18-21-10
Assessment# 121137, as per the assessment in the records of the Tax As-
sessor of Webster Parish, Louisiana

This property was adjudicated to the Police Jury On May 15, 2018. The
threee year redemptive period has passed. Tax sale title to the above
described property has been sold for failure to pay taxes. You have been
identified as a person hwo may have an interest in this property. Your inter-
est in the property will be terminated within 60 days from hte date of this
publication unless you redeem the property or you may otherwise challenge
in a court of competent jurisdiction the potential sale or donation

Webster Parish Police Jury 401 Main St.

Minden, LA 71055

318-377-7564

January 15, 2025
Minden Press Herald
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Celebrate in Jackson Square

Think outside the ballroom and celebrate surrounded by Louisiands historical
treasures, or revel amid Carnival costumes and festive traditions. Let us
help you plan your next soirée at the Cabildo or the Preshytére! O 340]

LouisianaStateMuseum.org/Celebrate B

CLEMENTINE HUNTER
FIND HER REMARKABLE ARTWORK
2 INSPIRING LIFE STORY AT THREE
LOUISIANA STATE MUSEUMS

Plan Your Visit at
LouisianaStateMuseums.org

IoUISIANA

THE CABILDO

A LOUISIANA STATE MUSEUM

A\

[
1

Birds, Bayous, and Bunnies

by the Internationally Acclaimed Louisiana Painter

Sl

EM

A RETROSPECTIVE

Plan Your Visit at LouisianaStateMuseum.org

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR
BILLY NUNGESSER

UISIANA

Feed Your Soul.

ExploreLouisiana.com
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Solve the code to discover words related to bath safety.
Each number corresponds to a letter.
(Hint: 12 =A)

15 25 6 22 22 2 13 19

14 13 12 11

wooyng “(J Juap1oov ) qvid g Lsodddys y :siomsuy

CLUES ACROSS
1. Bar bills 33. Vanished union bigwig
1 2 5 5 6 2 1 2 24 3 5. Recipe measurement (abbr.)  38. Rocker’s tool of the trade
8. Swiss river 41. Dearth
11. Czech Republic capital 43. 2024 Olympics host
13. “Officially known as” 45. Excess blood in the vessels
14. A French abbot 48. Afrikaans
1 1 1 2 3 8 1 3 23 23 7 15. Having a strong sharp smell ~ 49. Agreement between provider
or taste and customer
16. Local area network 50. Spiritual leader of a Jewish
17. Data transmission speed congregation
measure 55. Ancient Syrian city
18. Embarrass 56. Witch

20. When you hope to get there 57. Celebrations

- 21. This (Spanish) 59. Long period of time
22. Gives up 60. A team’s best pitcher
J 25. Churchgoer 61. Current unit

30. Current 62. One-time aerospace company

Fun By The 31. Slang for gun 63. French/Belgian river
Numbers 32. Small drum 64. Swedish rock group
. CLUES DOWN
Like puzzles?
Then you'll love 1. Yearly tonnage (abbr.) 29. Shawl
. 2. Genus of clams 34. S. American wood sorrel relative
sudoku. This 3R
. . . Remark 35. The end
mind-bending 4. Actor LaBeouf 36. Supervises interstate commerce
puzzle will have 5. Ohio town 37. Yes vote
you hooked from 6. Olympic sport 39. Officer of high rank
the moment you 7. Cure 40. Church office
square off, so 8. Behave in a way that.behttles 41. Tire pressure measurement
haroen vour 9. Shgres a b.oundary with 42. From a distance
S p Y 10. Give advice 44. Photographs
penC|I and put 12. Promotional materials 45. Industrial process
your sudoku 14. Assist or encourage, usually  46. Nobel Prize-winning physicist
savvy to the test! in some wrongdoing 47. Map out
19. “Agatha All Along” 48. Mammary gland part of female
actress Kathryn mammal
23. Small piece 51. Honorable title (Turkish)
24. King of Camelot 52. Spongelike cake leavened
25. Parts per thousand (abbr.) with yeast
. 26. Small Milky Way constellation 53. Speak incessantly
Level: Advanced 27. One who challenges 54. Poetry term
Here’s How It Works: authority (abbr.) 58. Relaxing space
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 28. Equal (prefix)

3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each

row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row,
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The Z
more humbers you name, the easier it gets 1o solve the puzzle! O
glr|sle|clcplililg |:
A RAREBEE D)
olz[ilsels]elz]r 6‘
S AR AR PA R IR A
AR A AR R R ARRES
ABEENABAE -
ABEBABEEEE N
Llt|gle|r|6)8|5]|<2 §
vlE|g)c|8|L)8|E|L 0
‘HaIMSNVY

A voice for

. Get an extra
&/6/"%, child 25¢/gal cash back

: Speeds up to
With over 4,000 Louisiana children in the The free Upside app eams you real 100 Mbps with
child welfare system, we need volunteers cash back, even on debit purchases. .p N
more than ever. As a CASA volunteer, you EarthLlnk wu'eless
will make a life-changing difference for a
child who has experienced abuse or Ay - Get the app and Home Internet
neglect. Get involved today. T T use code print5. Sign up today and

www.louisianacasa.org

get a $100 gift card!* e 1.0
*Terms and conditions apply (@ EqrthLInk

o4l Department of
Children & Offers vary by user and location. Terms and conditions apply. Go to Upside.com for details.
Family Services

Reliable Internet NOW! 855-936-5998
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peist-Herao BUUSINESS DIRECTORY

BPT

Bossier Press-Tribune

BLJdJ BQOEINQ
LARRY BURRELL*UWI}E&

639-0090
" FREE n
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Locally Owned & Operated

SPEER

ROOFING

& Construction, LLC

Serving Minden
and surrounding
areas since 2004!

Free Estimates
Phone (3 18) 31 1‘0008

owner Daniel Speer

Licensed & Insured Arhorists

THE

Tree

Minden, LA

Jon Conway & Kevin Crawford
601 Howell St. ® Minden, LA 71055
Jon(318) 517-3069

Kevin (318) 780-0765

jon.thetreeguys@gmail.com ¢ Like Us on Facebook @thetreeguys18

“Come Ride With Ug”

Webeter Parich Police Jury
Office of Community Services

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

Medical appointments,
work, shopping, banking or
S |visiting. From Springhill to
reveport and all pointe in
2/ between we will get you
there with dependable,

courteous services.

Locally Owned
& Operated

For information or to echedule a ride

318-377-7022 -Minden Monthly
318-539-5696 -Springhil

Bug Pagges
Handicap & wheelchair accessible o
Equal opportunity employee/services AUallab le

FOUNDATION REPAIR &
HOUSE LEVELING, LLC

* Houses Pier & Beam
* Pierand ~- e * We
Beam ! ‘ | ! B repair
Repaired messSSSSS - moisture,
il ‘ J termite
* Wood e and
Floors e Water
Replaced z [&1 damage

Locally owned and operated

l 7545 Grimm Road

for over 30years Shreveport, LA71107

Have you been thinking about

DIGITAL MARKETING?

Let us take the
guesswork out of it
with:

DiGiTaL Aps
LanbinG Paces
SaLes FunneLs

ReTarGeTING

ngen
U

Mobile Powerwash,
® - Service-®
“CLEAN YOUR HOME
WITH POWER"”

< Houses ® Mobile Homes

Your Local One Stop Home Improvement Contractor
* Licensed and Insured
For a FREE estimate, just give us a call!

IAbahamiBnuity Teddy Prultt

(318) 382-3272

€F find us on facebook @pruitthomerenovations

AliTec Plumbing LLC
"One call does it all"

Here to serve all your Plumbing,
Electrical, HVAC, Contracting, )
and Mechanical System Needs

AllTec Plumbing LLC MPL 4713, E/M 53297, HIC 556165, GC 882543, LMGF8166

318-243-1433

website: https://www.alltecplumbing.com/

T find us on facebook ¥*f alltecopps@gmail.com

Bossier Business
Suites

BOSSIER BUSINESS
SUITES

Central Bossier Location
Professional Co-Op Office Suites
$650+ all utilities included

Call for information 318-469-6296
@ Find us on Facebook at: Nttps:/lwww.facebook.com/bbs.properties.2023

DALE’'S PAVING INC.

747-3140

LAVING.COM

Seal Coating

(318) 382-3272

Pruitt Family Owned Business

Northeast
Louisiana

Storage Container Rental/Sales
Onsite storage available. 8’x20°
containers $79/mo. 8’x40’ containers
$99/mo. Same day or next day
delivery available.
Northeast Louisiana Containers LLC
318-503-6273 504-232-9904
nelacontainers@yahoo.com

WATER PRODUCTION, TREATMENT,
AND DISTRIBUTION
GERTIFICATION TRAINING

Schedule information at:
websterparishwatertrainer.com

RICK BUCKNER, INSTRUCTOR
(318) 639-8310

MITCHELL

> Asphalt& Concrete Paving
> Dirt Work & Hauling
> Demolition

Contact Keithag™

s

Your Ad | Two Newspapers |
Two Websites | All Business

. [m] =31 [m]
inden

e

o

Looking to make some extra income, work
from home, be your own boss, be more
confident, build beautiful friendships, and
live your best life? If so, | encourage you to
join The Mary Kay Family! At the start up price
of just $35 you can accomplish ;

all of these things, like I did!

Just ask me how to get started!

318-423-1838 (O
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