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INSIDE TODAY'S EDITION

Minden Press-Herald gears up for biggest publication of the year

STAFF REPORT
Minden Press-Herald

The Minden Press-Her-
ald is thrilled to unveil its
most anticipated edition
of the year—Profile 2025:
A Community Review—
set to hit newsstands this
week. As the largest publi-
cation we produce annu-
ally, this special edition
offers an in-depth look
at the progress, people,
and pivotal moments that
have shaped Minden and
Webster Parish over the
past year.

Profile 2025 is more
than just a newspaper—
it's a reflection of our
community’s resilience,
growth, and vision for the

future. This year’s edition
covers key aspects of local
life, including the econ-
omy, business develop-
ment, and quality of life in
our region. Readers can
expect exclusive inter-
views with city and par-
ish officials, insights from
community leaders, and
a recap of the year’s most
exciting sports stories.
“Our community is con-
stantly evolving, and this
special edition captures
the heart of that transfor-
mation,” said Publisher
Randy Brown. “We're
honored to showcase the
hard work and achieve-
ments of the people who
make Minden and Web-
ster Parish a great place to

live and work.”

The Profile edition has
become a staple of the
Press-Herald, serving as a
historical record of where
we've been and where
we're headed. From new
businesses fueling eco-
nomic growth to the ac-
complishments of local
athletes and organiza-
tions, this publication
shines a spotlight on the

milestones that define
our community.
Beyond the stories,

Profile 2025 wouldn’t be
possible without the sup-
port of our loyal read-
ers and local businesses.
Advertisers play a crucial
role in making this spe-
cial edition a reality, and

press-herald.com

their commitment helps
ensure we can continue
delivering quality jour-
nalism to the people of
Minden and Webster Par-
ish.

“As we celebrate this
year’s edition, we also
look forward to what'’s
ahead in 2025, Brown
added. “We’re grateful for
our readers, our advertis-
ers, and our community
partners. Thank you for
being part of this journey
with us—we can’t wait to
see what the future holds.”

Pick up a copy of Profile
2025: A Community Re-
view this week and join us
in celebrating another re-
markable year in Minden
and Webster Parish.

MOVE IN DAY

Seeds Women’s Center embarks on
exciting new chapter

AMBER MCDOWN
Minden Press-Herald

Seeds Women’s Cen-
ter has officially moved
into its new location at
308 Pine Street, marking
a major milestone in its
mission to support local
families with free preg-
nancy and family ser-
vices.

Reflecting on her first
week as executive di-
rector, Amber Bradford
shared, “I recall envi-
sioning a future where
we could expand our
services and reach even
more families. Today,
that vision becomes a re-
ality as we officially move
into our new, larger facil-
ity”

The move allows for
significant service ex-
pansions, including in-
person mom classes,
on-site dad classes, and
greater opportunities for
volunteers to participate.
These enhancements
will enable the center to
make an even greater im-
pact in the community.

Seeds Women’s Cen-
ter will welcome its first
ultrasound appointment
at the new location on

Seeds Women'’s Center has officially moved into its new facility at 308 Pine
Street, expanding its services to include in-person mom and dad classes, in-
creased volunteer opportunities, and enhanced family support. The center will
welcome its first ultrasound appointment at the new location on March 3.

Monday, March 3, with a
grand opening celebra-
tion to follow soon after.

Bradford emphasized
the center’s continued
commitment to holis-
tic care. “Sometimes
the first need isn’t preg-
nancy. It’s housing, food,
or transportation,” she
said. “We're here, and we
love you. There are other
ways to getlove. And God
loves you.”

With its proximity to
the Department of Chil-
dren and Family Ser-

AMBER MCDOWN/PRESS-HERALD PHOTO

vices, the center is posi-
tioned as a key referral
resource. The move was
supported by commu-
nity donations, including
curtains, lockers, and a
kitchen table, with youth
groups assisting in the
transition.

Seeds Women’s Center
invites local churches,
groups, and organiza-
tions to schedule a pri-
vate tour of the new facil-
ity. Those interested can
contact Amber Bradford
at 318-518-4146 to ar-

range a visit.

The center is still ac-
tively seeking donations
to support its expanded
services. Contributions
are tax-deductible, and
starting in 2025, donors
may be eligible for a 50%
tax credit. Options for
giving include monthly

partnerships, planned
donations, and in-kind
gifts.

For more information
on services or to contrib-
ute, visit seedswomen-
scenter.com.

GOVERNMENT

Minden Mayor Nick Cox
advocates for city projects
during Washington D.C. trip

WILL PHILLIPS
Minden Press-Herald

Minden Mayor Nick Cox
along with Councilmen
Buddy Myles, Michael
Roy, and Andy Pender-
grass recently traveled to
Washington D.C. with
a clear mission: to raise
awareness about the City
of Minden’s key projects
and to garner
federal  support
for them. During
their visit, they en-
gaged with many
federal agencies,
including the
Department of
Transportation,
Department of Ag-
riculture and Ru-
ral Development,
Economic Development
Administration, Delta
Regional Authority, and
Department of Housing
and Urban Development
to pitch their projects for
Minden. They also met
with representatives from
the offices of Speaker Mike
Johnson, Senator John
Kennedy, and Senator Bill
Cassidy.

The primary goal of the
trip was to advocate for
funding and support for
several vital infrastructure
projects:

Miller Quarters Water
Trunk Replacement Proj-
ect - Seeking nearly $2.5
million to replace a cen-
tury-old water main that
connects downtown Min-
den’s elevated water tank
to the city’s water treat-
ment plant. The project
will enhance the city’s wa-
ter distribution network,
supporting over 11,000
residents and near-
ly 400 businesses.

Main Street Wa-
ter Trunk Replace-
ment Project - Re-
questing more than
$1.96 million to up-
grade a critical wa-
ter main, improv-
ingresiliency in the
water distribution
system.

Lewisville Road to
Methodist Camp Connec-
tor Project - A $6.4 million
investment to construct a
new road, enhancing air-
port accessibility and re-
ducing traffic congestion
near Glenbrook School.

Sheppard Street Mul-
timodal Transportation
Project - Seeking approxi-
mately $343,000 for a new
sidewalk to improve pe-
destrian safety and con-
nectivity in a low-income
residential area.

See, DC, Page 3

UTILITIES

Minden finalizes energy partnership with LEPA to secure reliable, sustainable power

.'.& e

MINDEN - Minden
residents, your voices
have been heard loud and
clear. The electricity bills
straining our households
and businesses have long
been a shared burden.
It’s no secret that Minden
carries the unfortunate
distinction of having the
highest electricity rates in
Louisiana. At 16.31 cents
per kilowatt-hour, well
above the state average
of 11.55 cents, our com-
munity is paying a steep
price, both financially
and competitively. Small
businesses feel this pres-
sure just as deeply, with
energy costs cutting into
already tight margins.
This isn’t just a number.

It’s a challenge we face to-
gether every day.

The effects touch every
part of Minden. Fami-
lies among us are mak-
ing tough calls, cutting
back on essentials to keep
the lights on. Local busi-
ness owners grapple with
whether to raise prices or
take the hit themselves,
risking their livelihoods
either way. Meanwhile,
as nearby cities high-
light their affordability,
we're left working harder
to hold onto the people
and businesses that make
Minden our home. This
isn’t just about money.
It's about our pride, our
stability, and the future
we envision for our city.

We are not here to lin-
ger on the problem. We
are here to celebrate the
solution. After months
of careful planning, our
community is taking bold
action. On June 1, 2025,
we'll transition our elec-

tricity supply to the Loui-
siana Energy and Power
Authority, or LEPA. For
those wunfamiliar, LEPA
is a cooperative that har-
nesses the collective pur-
chasing power of munici-
palities like ours to secure

electricity at better rates.
By uniting with other
Louisiana cities, we are
embracing the advantage
that comes from sharing
our purchasing ability.
Sharing the load, we're
paving the way for prog-

ress.

What does this mean
for us? Experts estimate
this shift could lower our
electricity rates by 20 to
25 percent. That’s a mean-
ingful reduction, enough

See, POWER, Page 3
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Buds & Blooms draws crowd for gardening seminars and brunch

AMBER MCDOWN

Minden Press-Herald

The 2025 Buds &
Blooms event, hosted by
the Piney Hills Louisiana
Master Gardeners, took
place Saturday, Febru-
ary 22, at First Methodist
Church, drawing a large
crowd of gardening en-
thusiasts.

Attendees

morning of expert-led

enjoyed a

seminars covering vari-
ous horticultural topics.
Kathy Cropper, owner of
Red Blooms, presented
“Use What You Have,” of-
fering insights on utilizing

existing garden resources.

Birder and educator John
Dillon captivated the au-
dience with his discus-
sion on “Hummingbirds,’
while Dr. Ron Strahan of
the LSU Ag Center pro-
vided practical advice on
“Weed Management in
Landscapes.”

In addition to the edu-
cational sessions, par-
ticipants were treated to
a brunch and had the op-
portunity to take part in
a raffle featuring a Halo
product giveaway. Door
prizes and other activities
added to the excitement
of the event.

Proceeds from Buds &

Blooms will benefit the

AMBER MCDOWN/PRESS-HERALD PHOTO

The Buds & Blooms gardening seminar was well attended on Saturday.

4-H Youth Gardening
Contest and 4-H scholar-

ships. For more informa-

tion on the Piney Hills

Gar-

deners, visit www.phlmg.

Louisiana Master

com or find them on

Facebook.

WPSO

Webster Parish deputies lead training for Louisiana corrections
certification

STAFF REPORT
Minden Press-Herald

Two Webster Parish
Sheriff’s Office deputies
played key roles in a state-
wide  corrections
certification course
last week, helping
train law enforce-
ment leaders from
across Louisiana.

Deputy Jeremy
Haas and Capt. Joel
Thomas served as instruc-
tors for the 2025 Loui-
siana POST corrections
certification class, held at
the Lafayette Parish Sher-
iff’'s Office. Haas, the lead
Master Instructor, and
Thomas worked along-
side instructors from La-
fayette and Livingston

parishes to guide partici-
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pants through the inten-
sive two-week program.
The course focused on
preparing  correctional
leaders for the challenges
of supervising staff, hir-
ing and reten-
tion, navigating
generational dif-
in the

workforce,

ferences
and
making the tran-
sition from peer
to supervisor.
“This isn’t just a class
where you show up and
get a certificate,” Haas
said. “It is two weeks of
learning to teach adults.
Students are in class for
ten to twelve hours a day.
They have a 20-page les-
son plan that must be
turned in at the halfway
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point, and they spend
hours with me and the
other Master Instructors
doing teach-backs of the
lessons we have been
responsible for keeping
current for the past ten to
fifteen years.”

Haas emphasized the
significance of the Web-
ster Parish Sheriff’s Of-
fice’s involvement in the
training program, saying
he was “ ... excited that
the Webster Parish Sher-
iff’s Office could lead the
way for Louisiana POST
training, with me and
Joel Thomas there to help
teach and guide students
for the full two-week
course.”

Sheriff Jason Parker
praised the deputies for

their role in the program.
“I's an honor to be
asked to teach a certifica-

tion class, and their selec-

SIGN UP
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tion as instructors shows
how well respected they
are among other sheriff’s

offices in the state,” Parker
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SS-

said. “They deserve the
praise they have received
for their knowledge and

hard work”
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Dustin Dean Cook

May 25, 1970 - February 20, 2025

; Dustin Dean Cook was born on
5 May 25, 1970, in Minden, Louisi-
ana, to his surviving parents, Ellis
Edward “Cookie” Cook and Jo-Ann
Lanouette Cook. He grew up in
Minden, graduating from Minden
High School before continuing his

education at Blue Cliff Massage
Therapy School and the Bossier Police Academy. He
served on the Minden Police Department and also
trained at Fort Leonard Wood Army Training Center,
where he became a certified heavy equipment opera-
tor. However, he was best known for his years as the
right-hand man at Cook’s Plumbing, working alongside
his father and his best buddy, Robert Koontz, providing
service to Minden customers throughout the years.
Dustin’s greatest joy in life was his children—Braden
Cook (Ariana), Charlene Cook, Deede Johnson, and
Robert Acosta (Savannah)—and his beloved grand-
daughter, Daisy. He was deeply proud of each of them
and cherished his role in shaping their lives. Braden’s
mother, Beth Culbertson, also shared in raising Braden,

and Dustin remained close to his children throughout
his life. They, in turn, treasured him for his unwavering

love, kindness, and infectious laughter.

A passionate competitor, Dustin found joy in the
NWLA Pool Players League, where he shared his love
for the game with Sharon and the children, playing and

competing together.

Dustin is also survived by his sisters, Cheri McDon-
ald (Tim) and Melissa Morgan (Jack), as well as his
nieces, nephews, his fellow pool league members, and
many other family members and friends who will miss

him dearly.

He is preceded in death by his grandparents, Roland
Lanouette, June and Richard Smith, Elaine Hammon-
tree Cook Krouse, and Howard Cook.

Through his hard-fought battle with congenital liver
disease, Dustin was blessed with the love and support
of his wife, Sharon Cook, who stood faithfully by his
side. The family would like to extend a heartfelt thank
you to the compassionate teams at Overton Brooks VA,
DeBakey Houston VA, New Orleans VA, and the Tulane
Transplant Institute for their care and support. In his
final act of generosity, Dustin chose to donate his body
to science, ensuring that his legacy continues to help

others.

Dustin will be remembered for his big heart, strong
work ethic, and the deep love he had for his family
and friends. His presence will be deeply missed, but
his spirit will live on through the laughter, respect, and
love he shared with those around him.

A memorial service will be held at a later date in June

2025.

MISS MINDEN 2025

Miss Minden 2023 Nilah Pollard inspires
community with ‘Share A S.ML.L.L.E.’ initiative

AMBER MCDOWN
Minden Press-Herald

Nilah Lear Pollard, a ju-
nior social work major at
Northwestern State Uni-
versity, was crowned Miss
Minden 2025 on January
18. Originally from Jack-
son, Mississippi, Pollard
has spent most of her life
in Shreveport and now re-
sides in Benton, Louisiana.
With aspirations beyond
pageantry, she plans to
graduate next year, pursue
a master’s degree at Jack-
son State University, and
begin a career as a high
school social work coun-
selor.

Pollard’s journey to the
Miss Minden crown began
with a phone call from her
former director, Mr. Baker,
who encouraged her to
compete. After witnessing
the work of her predeces-
sor, she was inspired to
represent Minden, a city
known for its rich history
and vibrant culture.

“I'm grateful for that call
because it gave me the op-
portunity to connect with
this wonderful community
and strive to leave a mean-
ingful impact,” Pollard said.

Pollard credits her aunt,
Monica, as her greatest
inspiration. A former pag-
eant queen herself, hold-
ing titles such as Miss Hos-
pitality and Miss Jackson
State University in 2003,
Monica has instilled in

Pollard the importance of
dedication, positivity, and
community service.

“She has taught me to
give 110% to whatever I do,
maintain a positive atti-
tude, and use my God-giv-
en gifts to serve my com-
munity,” Pollard shared.

One of Pollard’s most
memorable moments as
Miss Minden so far was
seeing her grandmother’s
excitement about her fea-
ture in the Minden Press-
Herald.

“She eagerly awaited the
newspaper’s arrival and
even considered driving to
Minden to get a copy when
itwas delayed. Hearing her
excitement reminded me
how much this opportuni-
ty means to my family and
the strong support they
provide,” she said.

Pollard’s community ini-
tiative, Share A SM.LL.E.,
is an acronym for Sacrifice,
Mission, Inclusion, Love,
and Encouragement. The
idea was born out of prayer
and a desire to bring posi-
tivity to those in need.

“Recognizing the strug-
gles many people face, I
wanted to use my gifts to
make a positive impact,’
Pollard said. “Through
this reflection, I developed
Share A SM.LL.E., which
allows me to bring positive
change to my community
and beyond.”

To promote her initia-
tive, Pollard has launched

“Encouragement of the
Week” messages on Ins-
tagram Reels, where she
shares uplifting content
and challenges viewers to
spread kindness.

“The positive feedback
has been overwhelming,
with many people repost-
ing the videos to spread
the message. I'm excited to
continue growing this plat-
form and inspiring others!”
she said.

Pollard believes that ev-
ery person has unique gifts
that can be used to serve
the community.

“I want to encourage in-
dividuals to serve with the
gifts they have been given.
Every person is passion-
ate about something, and
that passion can be used to
uplift the broken and build
the community. In every
act of kindness, I encour-
age people to smile, know-
ing it may inspire others
to do the same,” she ex-
plained.

Pollard has experienced
firsthand how a simple
smile can transform a situ-
ation. During her first Miss
Louisiana competition, she
felt nervous about the dif-
ferent phases of the event.
However, moments of
laughter shared with fellow
contestants helped ease
her anxiety.

“Our photographer,
Steven Palowsky, played
a key role by creating joy-
ful moments—every time

he took out his camera,
smiles naturally followed,’
she recalled. “Those mo-
ments helped me relax and
contributed to a wonderful
experience”

For those looking to sup-
port her mission, Pollard
encourages  individuals
to start with what they are
passionate about.

“Find what you are pas-
sionate about and start
there with serving the com-
munity. Not every person
you come in contact with
will share their struggles
with you, but if you choose
to treat everyone with
kindness and serve with a
smile, you can be sure that
someone will reap the ben-
efit and be encouraged to
share their smile, too,” she
said.

As Pollard prepares for
the Miss Louisiana com-
petition, she remains
committed to making a
difference in Minden and
beyond, one smile at a
time.
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DEPENDABLE CAREGIVER
SEEKING WORK.

Have references if needed.
Call 318-224-3813
or 318-268-8842.

Leave message if no answer.

Cn)

e
AEROPRES

CORPORATION

Customer Service Representative / Contract

Packaging Services Coordinator

Aeropres is an innovative national manufacturer of envi-
ronmentally friendly aerosol propellants. We operate gas
plants in California, New Jersey, lllinois, & Louisiana. We
are currently seeking a Customer Service Representative
/ Contract Packaging Services Coord. to join our Team
located in Sibley, Louisiana. As a valued Team Member at
Aeropres you will receive competitive pay and a compre-
hensive benefits package including 401(k) with company
contributions and matching.

Key responsibilities of this position include direct contact
with the purchasing personnel of our customers. This will
require the ability to answer specific questions or forward
the customer to the appropriate personnel to address
the request. Coordinate all freight shipments in and out
of the Sibley plant, and the daily activities of the special
contract packaging services. Month end plant inventory
and fuel/fuel tax preparation are important requirements
of this position. The ideal candidate will be proficient
with Excel based files and maintenance of data records.
Provides business support which includes preparing
reports, processing and tracking orders, data input,
record filing, reporting, and responding to inquiries.
Coordinates and prioritizes daily tasks, is expected to
make some non-routine decisions requiring good
judgment and interpretation.

The qualified candidate will possess a high school
diploma or equivalent and have at least two years of
experience in customer service. This position requires

proficiency in Microsoft Office, attention to detail, effec-
tive communication skills and collaborative interaction
with customers and co-workers. With on-site training the
ideal candidate will be able to perform simple mathemat-
ical calculations to compute product

loads, fuel reports and other statistical reports as
needed. SAP software experience is preferred. Must

have the ability to work well within a team and build rela-
tionships both internally and externally. Have the

self-awareness to use actions that indicate consideration
of others and be aware of your impact on others.

Candidates must be able to pass background check,
physical, alcohol and drug tests and all pre employment
requirements.

Qualified applicants should submit resume to:
Aeropres Corporation, 1324 N. Hearne Avenue, Suite
200, Shreveport, LA 71107 - Attn: Human Resources or
email HRDept@aeropres.com

We are an equal opportunity employer. All qualified applicants
will receive consideration for employment without regard to
race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity,
national origin, disability, or veteran status. Aeropres is dedi-
cated to a culturally diverse, drug-free workplace.

POWER

Continued from Page 1

to lighten the load on our
monthly budgets and give
our businesses a real shot
at thriving. When July and
August roll around, and
those first adjusted bills
land in our mailboxes,
we'll see the change for
ourselves. This is a mo-

ment we've long awaited,
a step we've championed
because it matters to all
of us.

This isn’t just about sav-
ing money. It’s about re-
shaping Minden’s future.
Lower electricity costs
will make our city more
welcoming to families

looking to put down roots
and entrepreneurs ready
to invest. Together, we're
sharpening our edge, en-
suring Minden is known
not for its struggles but
for its resilience and de-
termination. Picture a
city where the lights burn
bright without draining

our wallets, where busi-
nesses flourish free from
crushing overhead, and
where our neighbors no
longer look elsewhere for
a better deal. That's the
Minden we're building as
ateam.

As June approaches,
we'll keep everyone in the

loop every step of the way.
This victory belongs to all
of us, and we want every-
one to feel part of it. As a
community, neighbors,
leaders, and friends who
have all felt the weight of
these rates, we're dedicat-
ed to seeing this through.
Minden, this is our mo-

ment to claim the fairness
we deserve, and to build
a brighter, more afford-
able tomorrow. Let’s stay
tuned for updates as we
approach the switch to
LEPA. Relief is coming,
and we're excited for what
lies ahead as we continue
moving forward, together!

DC

Continued from Page 1

Robertson Lift Station
Replacement Project - A
$1.15 million initiative to
replace an aging lift sta-
tion, ensuring reliable
wastewater management.

Water Quality Cleanup
and Resilience Project -
Louisiana Tech University
and Sparta Foundation
Inc. are leading a $16.6
million project to combat
environmental contami-
nation affecting the Sparta
Aquifer, a crucial water
source for Northern Loui-
siana.

The team traveled to
D.C. as part of Louisiana
takeover week. “Because
it was Louisiana takeover
week, there were little
breakout groups all over
the Hilton Hotel, where
suites would be rented
and people from differ-
ent Louisiana cities and
regions,’ said Cox. He
stressed the importance
of these networking op-

portunities, stating, “We
met with a lot of people.
I'm just telling you that
a lot of people maybe
wouldn’t get the value of
it, but there’s no price tag
you can put on network-
ing. That's how the cookie
crumbles. That’s how the
eggs are scrambled.”
Something else Cox
emphasized was the sig-
nificance of Speaker
Mike Johnson’s familiar-
ity with Minden. “When
in our history as a city
has the Speaker of the
House known the mayor’s
name?” Cox remarked
“The number three and
the free world knows the
City of Minden and knows
a good bit of the people
too. What an opportunity.
If there’s ever been a time
that Minden needs to find
itsway in DC, it's now.”
Mayor Cox’s trip to
Washington D.C. was not
just about meetings and
presentations; it was also
about making meaning-
ful connections. Dur-

ing a meeting with the
Economic Development
Administration, Cox was
surprised to discover a
unique link to Minden.
“My name is Angela Ewell
Madison, and my grandfa-
ther was John Ewell. Ewell
Park was named after my
grandfather. I spent every
summer growing up at my
grandparent’s house in
Minden,” Cox recalled her
saying. “That was a pretty
neat experience.’

Reflecting on the value
of the connections made,
Cox shared, “I was in the
airplane flying over all
these cities and towns on
the way home and it got
me thinking. All these
towns and cities and
these federal agencies
took time for Minden and
made us feel like we were
important, cared about
our needs, and helped
us make connections. It's
humbling”

Mayor Cox also learned
valuable insights about
navigating the complex

federal funding land-
scape. “So the way it works
up there is like you may
meet with 12 federal de-
partments. All 12 of them
have funding, and all 12 of
them might want to fund
your project or they might
not,” Cox explained. He
emphasized the impor-
tance of persistence and
strategic planning, saying,
“You can pitch the same
projects to 12 different
agencies and there are lay-
ers under those agencies.
There are like 490 federal
departments right now.
There’s a ton of them. So
you identify what projects
you have and try to find a
federal agency that could
help you”

One key takeaway was
the concept of the “capi-
tal stack,” which involves
securing partial funding
from one agency before
approaching others to
complete the financial
package. “Probably the
best thing that I learned,
the whole trip as far as

from a very practical
standpoint, was a term
that I had never really
thought about. They really
like it when you get like
half of your project funded
by one agency, and then
you go to the other agency
and layer your project.
They call it the capital
stack,” said Cox.

Mayor Cox understands
that success in Washing-
ton D.C. is not instant but
rather the result of pa-
tience and persistence.
“In this situation, you
plant seeds, you let them
sit there and germinate,
then you get some sprouts,
then you might get a plant.
Then if it’s good and it re-
ally grows, you might get
a fruit. That’s kind of how
this is. It's not like we went
down there and brought
back pocketfuls of cash. It
takes a long time for these
things to materialize, but
we planted the seeds and
we're going to try and get
these trees to grow,” said
Cox.

Reflecting on the over-
all impact of the visit, Cox
concluded, “I can tell
you, from Baton Rouge to
Washington, DC, people
are more and more know-
ing that Minden Louisi-
ana exists. That’s half the
battle. I can guarantee you
who doesn’t get anything,
the ones that never show
up”

Mayor Cox’s proactive
approach and strategic
networking efforts have
laid a solid foundation
for Minden’s growth and
development. His visit
to Washington D.C. has
not only put Minden on
the map but also opened
doors to potential fund-
ing opportunities and
strengthened the city’s
connections with key
federal agencies and law-
makers. As the city moves
forward with its ambitious
infrastructure  projects,
Mayor Cox remains op-
timistic about Minden'’s
future and its place on the
national stage.
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OPINION

VP Vance’s Historic ‘Iron Curtain’ Speech
Will Be Remembered

Echoing Winston
Churchill's ‘Iron Curtain’
speech that ushered in the
Cold War and framed the
geo-political landscape,
Vice President ].D. Vance
just delivered a speech in
Munich, Germany that I be-
lieve will be viewed as his-
toric.

In the speech, VP Vance
robustly reinforced to that
group of snobby, Leftist
elites what many of us sim-
ply consider to be core na-
tional values. Specifically,
Vance issued a clarion call
to world leaders to end both
mass illegal migration as
well as the brutal political
censorship that suppresses
reporting on this issue and
many other crucial public
policy issues, which has cre-
ated an ‘Tron Curtain’ bar-
ring free speech throughout
Europe.

He stated, ‘if you're run-
ning in fear of your own vot-
ers, there is nothing Amer-
ica can do for you” Wow, I
thought. He is making the
argument for America First
to all the “free” nations of
the world. It reminded me
of President Reagan de-
manding that Soviet leader
Mikhail Gorbachev “tear
down this wall” It again
reminded me of Winston
Churchill during World War
IT exhorting the British peo-
ple to stand firm against tyr-
anny and the Nazi menace
and to ‘never surrender.”

Unconcerned with gen-
tle diplomacy VP Vance
emphasized that suppres-
sion of, and attacks on,
free speech are the biggest

security threats of all. He
singled out examples of cen-
sorship that included raids
and arrests for so-called
“hate speech” as well as
broad social media restric-
tions generally. (Recall Elon
Musk being threatened with
a criminal indictment for
“hate speech” simply be-
cause he allowed an address
by President Trump to be
viewed worldwide on his X
platform).

Vance
m ad e
clear that
the Trump
Admin-
istration
will de-
fend free
speech
rights
and will
not en-
gage with
countries
that don’t support tradi-
tional democratic values.
He described how national
leaders are usually focused
on “external threats” to the
security of their countries.
However, Vance contended,
the greatest threat is not Rus-
sia or China but “the threat
from within” represented
by the abandonment of fun-
damental European values
which are “values shared

ROYAL
ALEXANDER

with the United States of

America/

He also conceded Amer-
ica’s faults saying ““.. I will
admit that sometimes the
loudest voices for censor-
ship have come, not from
within Europe, but from
within my own country,

targeting the censorship
that took place during the
Biden Administration when
officials “threatened and
bullied social media com-
panies to censor so-called
misinformation” including
denials that COVID-19 came
from a laboratory in Wuhan,
China.

Vance also underscored
the sea change that has oc-
curred with the 2024 elec-
tion. “Just as the Biden
Administration seemed
desperate to silence people
from speaking their minds,
so the Trump administra-
tion will do precisely the op-
posite.”

Again, Wow. That is lead-
ership!

Vance highlighted exam-
Ples of political censorship
‘wWhere EU-commissioned
commissars warned citi-
zens that they intend to shut
down social media during
times of civil unrest the mo-
ment they spot what they
judge as quote, ‘hateful con-
tent.”

He directly called out Ger-
many, stating German po-
lice forces raided the homes
of citizens suspected of post-
ing anti-feminist comments.
These raids were justified,
Vance stated, under the
claim they were “combatting
misogyny on the internet.”

Regarding Sweden, Vance
described a conviction in-
volving a Christian activist
who participated in “Quran
burnings that resulted in
his friend’s murder” Vance
then read the judge’s rul-
ing which stated, “Sweden’s
laws to supposedly protect

free expression, do not in
fact grant a free pass to do
or say anything without risk-
ing offending the group that
holds that belief” If that’s
so then Sweden doesn’t ac-
tually protect freedom of
speech.

Vance recalled an event
from two years prior where
an individual was arrested
for silently praying outside
of an abortion clinic. “After
British police spotted him
and demanded to know
what he was praying for ... he
replied simply that it was on
the behalf of his unborn son
he and his former girlfriend
had aborted years before.”
He was fined over 9,000
pounds, the BBC reported in
2024.

Vance asserted that “you
cannot win a democratic
mandate by censoring your
opponents or putting them
in jail, whether that’s the
leader of the opposition, a
humble Christian praying in
her own home, or a journal-
ist trying to report the news.”

In retrospect, I'm not even
sure VP Vance’s intended
audience was the often weak
and risk-averse world lead-
ers in that conference room.
I think it was the people of
Europe he was speaking to
and what a message of hope
it is for them.

SHREVEPORT ATTORNEY, ROYAL
ALEXANDER, WORKED IN D.C. IN THE
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES FOR
NEARLY 8 YEARS FOR TWO DIFFERENT
MEMBERS OF CONGRESS FROM
LOUISIANA.

INSPIRATION

Oh, to See Ourselves as Others Do

The poet Robert Burns said
“Oh the gift that God could
give us, to see ourselves as
others see us” which leads
me to ask would we really
want to know how others
see us which may be up for
further discussion” because
there will always be people
who pick on each other.

But for now I would like to
ask what happens when we
major in the minors, by that
I mean when we pick on our
spouses, our parents, our
children or our friends for
what we perceive as faults
-- when we cannot back off
and leave well enough alone
--- when we keep on nit-
picking at someone maybe
we need to ask ourselves if
this is what is really bugging
us or is there a deep seated
problem that we cannot ar-
ticulate?

I am thoroughly con-
vinced that there are many
of us who could benefit from
some deep soul searching or
counseling to help us arrive
at a mutually satistying solu-
tion to problems that plague
us, that keep us awake day
and night, when we cannot
let go -- and just laugh at our

own pettiness.

Though not a psychologist
I think that many of our per-
sonal problems arrive from
a lack of self-worth, of want-
ing to be in control, from
not feel-
ing pretty
enough
or deeply
loved by
our friends
and fam-
ily -- of
our spous-
es, so we
criticize
] each oth-
SARAH er, trying
HUDSON to make
PIERCE them fit

our mold
of how we think people
should behave.

Does any of this make
sense to you?

It does to me.

Itisreally hard to get to the
root of our problems -- to
learn to control our tongues,
our actions and just learn
to love each other uncondi-
tionally .

There’s one thing I know
for sure -- no one likes to be
belittled or made to believe

that “it’s our way or the high-
way!”

I also believe that many
of the crises that occur in
churches, in work-places
and in government often
arise from problems within
the home -- between hus-
bands and wives, when we
can’t gain control in our
homes we may try to control
others who we feel we can
get away with our destruc-
tive behavior.

We find it hard to see our
problems for what they are .

We want to cast blame on
someone else instead of let-
ting well enough alone.

No one wants to be bossed
around.

It doesn’t set well with any
of us. especially between
husbands and wives.

We each deserve to do our
own thing unless we infringe
on someone’s rights.

Maybe this is where many
of these issues arise -- from
someone feeling like that
they are not being consulted
in major decisions -- and of
course most of these deci-
sions seem to most always
seem to come back to mon-

ey.

Though only an arm chair
psychologist I find myself
sometimes caught in the
middle and just want to give
a friend or loved one the
idea that maybe counseling
might be in order because it
is most often hard to see the
real root of our problems.

Harmony is so much more
important than conflict.

I hope something I've said
helps someone who reads
my insights.

It’s so much better to take
care of those we have in
our relationships than to
cast care to the wind and
not show understanding to
those we cherish most.

It is like a good friend one
time wrote “if you criticize
your friends you will find
yourself all alone.”

That’s some of the best ad-
vice I've heard.

Maybe we just need to ask
God for wisdom.

We mostly want to just be
loved unconditionally!

CONTACT SARAH AT SARAHP@AGOL.
CoM

203 GLEASON STREET

Proud Moments for Minden: Celebrating Community Excellence

This week, two significant mo-
ments in Minden remind us of
what makes our community truly
special. These moments are a tes-
tament to the incredible people,
businesses, and organizations
that continue to drive Minden
forward, and it’s an honor to wit-
ness them firsthand.

The first proud moment comes
with the publishing of Profile
2025, featured in this edition of
the Minden Press-Herald. This
annual special edition takes a
deep dive into the accomplish-
ments, growth, and milestones of
our community, showcasing the
stories of Minden that often go
unrecognized. It highlights the
heart and soul of our town—the
individuals and organizations
who make Minden a place of
pride.

I'm incredibly proud of our
team for putting together an edi-
tion that captures the essence of
Minden’s journey. As our editor,
Joshua Specht, pointed out, our
commitment to being a reliable
news source for Webster Parish

DAVID
SPECHT

extends beyond just print. With
Profile 2025, we've ensured that
our community’s achievements
are available to readers both in
print and online, making sure ev-

eryone can
access and
celebrate the
people and
stories that
shape Min-
den.

The sto-
ries inside
Profile 2025
will resonate
with every-
one who
calls Minden
home. From
local busi-
ness owners

s

A\

\ A

to community leaders, this edi-

tion underscores our shared val-
ues and collective spirit. We in-
vite you to dive into these pages,
reflect on how far we've come,
and take pride in the accomplish-
ments we've made together.

The second proud moment

arrives just around the cor-
ner—on Thursday, February 27,
2025—when the Greater Minden
Chamber of Commerce hosts its
83rd Annual Awards Gala at the
Minden Civic Center. This year’s
theme, Let the Good Times Roll,
celebrates the businesses, orga-
nizations, and individuals who
are making an impact on our
community. It's an evening to
honor those who go above and
beyond to help our area thrive.

The evening promises to be
filled with excitement and antici-
pation as we await the announce-
ment of winners in categories
such as Business of the Year,
Small Business of the Year, and
Community Partner of the Year.
The finalists for Business Person
ofthe Year also represent the cali-
ber ofleaders who help shape our
economy and community:

Business of the Year: Clement
Industries, Inc., Harper Chevro-
let GMC, and Interstate Building
Materials.

Small Business of the Year:
Brick Street Coffee, Minden Ath-

letic Supply, and Minden Family
Pharmacy.

Community Partner of the
Year: Living Word Minden, Pearls
of Purpose, and Webster Parish
Council on Aging.

Business Person of the Year:
Kathryn Cropper, Mandi Hart,
and Sara McDaniel.

These finalists represent the
best of Minden—a community
that thrives through hard work,
dedication, and innovation. Their
efforts are not only transform-
ing local business landscapes
but also ensuring that Minden
continues to grow and prosper. I
encourage everyone to be part of
this exciting event and to support
these outstanding individuals
and businesses.

As we celebrate these two
moments—one reflecting on
our past and the other looking
ahead to future successes—let’s
not forget the power of relation-
ships and community. Minden’s
strength lies in its people, its
businesses, and its unbreakable
sense of unity. We are all in this

together, and each of us plays a
vital role in shaping the future.

Let’s continue to support and
uplift each other as we enter the
next chapter of our community’s
story. Whether it’s celebrating a
successful year or honoring the
leaders who are making a dif-
ference, these moments help us
realize that Minden is a commu-
nity worth investing in—one that
continues to grow, innovate, and
lead by example.

As we celebrate these mile-
stones, let’s keep the momentum
going. Thank you to everyone
who contributes to the success
of Minden, whether it’s through
your business, volunteer work, or
simply being a part of this vibrant
community. We look forward
to seeing even more success in
2025, and beyond. Let’s continue
to let the good times roll!

DAVID SPECHT IS PRESIDENT OF SPECHT
NEWSPAPERS, INC., PUBLISHER OF THE MINDEN
PRESS-HERALD, BOSSIER PRESS-TRIBUNE, AND

BIZ MAGAZINE.
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HIGH SCHOOL BOYS BASKETBALL

Playoffs next for
Crimson Tide, Panthers

RUSSELL HEDGES
Minden Press-Herald

The Minden Crimson
Tide closed the regular sea-
son last week a 60-46 vic-
tory over the Benton Tigers
at Benton.

According to Geaux-
Preps.com, Minden (21-3)
is No. 2 in the non-select
Division IT power rankings.
The regular season officially
ended last Saturday.

The top four teams in
the final official rankings re-
ceive byes in the first round
of the playoffs.

Pairings were sched-
uled to be announced Tues-
day with most first-round
games played Friday.

Minden will host a sec-
ond-round game next week.
The day wasn’t set at press
time but it will likely be
Tuesday.

At Benton, Cameron
Parker led the Tide with 22
points. Darnell Morris add-
ed 12 and Carmelo Smith 11.

Minden trailed 23-
18 after the first quarter.
Both teams cooled off in
the second, but the Tide
went into halftime with a
29-28 lead.

Minden began to pull
away in the third quarter,
outscoring the Tigers 19-10.
Morris and Parker scored
seven points each.

Maddox Martinez led
Benton (9-17) with 16
points.

Doyline is the only other
Webster Parish team that

will make the playoffs.

The Panthers (22-8) are
No. 12 in the Class B power
rankings and will host a

DOUGLAS BLOW/SPECIAL TO THE PRESS-HERALD
Christian Lofton and the Minden Crimson Tide are getting ready for the playoffs.

first-round game.

Doyline closed the regu-
lar season with a 100-87
loss to Georgetown last

week.

North Webster closed

its season with a 54-41 loss
to Southwood last week.

HIGH SCHOOL GIRLS BASKETBALL

Minden, North Webster pull
upsets 1n first round of playoffs

RUSSELL HEDGES
Minden Press-Herald

The Minden Lady Tid-
ers and North Webster
Lady Knights both pulled
upsets in the first round of
the playoffs last week.

Minden, the No. 24
seed, rallied past No. 9
Northwest 57-55 in a non-
select Division II game in
Opelousas. North Web-
ster, the No. 17 seed, edged
No. 16 Avoyelles 40-38 in
a non-select Division III
game in Moreauville.

Minden (15-11) was
scheduled to visit No. 8
Bastrop in the second
round. The Lady Rams (19-
8) defeated No. 25 Cecilia
59-39 in the first round.

North Webster (15-13)
was scheduled to No. 1
seed Oakdale (22-5) in the
second round. The Lady

Warriors had a first-round
bye.

At Northwest, Minden
rallied from a 19-point
halftime deficit.

Brooklyn Jefferson kept
her outstanding junior sea-
son going with 27 points.

According to The Lafay-
ette Advertiser, the game
was tied at 55 with 4.8 sec-
onds left and Northwest in
possession. Jefferson stole
the inbounds pass, missed
inside, got the rebound
and made the putback for
the gamewinner.

Down 37-18 at the
half, the Lady Tiders cut
the lead to five after three
quarters.

Shelby Glenn hit two
of her three 3-pointers in
the third and scored eight
points. Markeithdra Willis
also made a 3 and scored
seven. Jefferson was 4-of-

6 from the free throw line
and scored eight.

Jefferson scored 10 in
the fourth quarter. Trav-
esti Byrd scored four big
points.

In addition to her 27
points, Jefferson had 25
rebounds, seven steals and
two blocks. She was 13-of-
16 from the line.

Glenn finished with 11
points. She also had five
assists, six steals and seven
rebounds.

“It was a great team
win,” Minden Head Coach
Cindee Wright-Clark said.

Byrd had nine points,
seven rebounds, four as-
sists and six steals. Willis
had seven points, eight re-
bounds, and three assists.

Alexi Hatter had five
rebounds and two points.
Maddison Crawford had
five rebounds and one

point.

Northwest finished 21-

7.
At Avoyelles, Nazaria
Caldwell led North Web-

ster with 23 points. Shaky-
ra Hawkins added nine.
Makiyah White chipped in
Six.

The Lady Knights
trailed 28-24 at the half.
The game became a defen-
sive battle in the second
half,

North Webster out-
scored Avoyelles 7-4 in the
third quarter to cut lead to
one. Caldwell scored six in
the fourth quarter. White
had a two-point basket
and Hawkins made a free
throw.

Sanaa Harrell led the
Lady Mustangs (10-16)
with 16 points. She hit
three 3-pointers in the first
half and scored 12.

HIGH SCHOOL BASEBALL

Parish teams
post victories

RUSSELL HEDGES
Minden Press-Herald

All four parish teams
that played last week
picked up at least one win.

The Lakeside Warriors
and Minden Crimson Tide
played a very competitive
three-game series. The
teams split a doubleheader
at Minden. The Warriors
won the first game 6-3 and
the Tide took the second
5-4. Lakeside won the third
game 9-8 last Saturday.

Minden also fell to
Haughton 8-1 last week.
Lakeside lost to Ouachita
Christian 3-1.

Glenbrook dropped the
first two games of a three-
game series against Calva-
ry Baptist 6-1 and 77-3. The
Apaches rebounded with a
6-2 win in the final game.

North Webster went
1-2 in the Logansport tour-
nament, falling to Red Riv-
er 11-0 and Jennings 10-7
and defeating Logansport
10-5.

Doyline’s only sched-
uled game last week was
postponed.

Lakeside’s Gage Wil-
liams went 3-for-4 with a
double in the 6-3 victory
over Minden. Eli Camp-
bell’s two-out, two-RBI
single in the fifth gave the
Warriors the 6-3 lead.

Campbell pitched a

complete game.

Minden’s Bray Winston
went 2-for-4. Jaxon Smith
went the distance on the
mound.

Minden won the sec-
ond game with a run in
the bottom of the eighth.
Landyn Huddleston, Hud-
son Brown and Jaxon
Smith led off with consecu-
tive walks. Keegan Pope’s
one-out single gave Min-
den the win.

Lakeside’s Jon Jon
Dick reached base four
times. He went 2-for-2 and
was twice hit by pitches.

In the final game, Min-
den scored five in the top
of the seventh to take an
8-5 lead. But Lakeside an-
swered with four in the
bottom of the inning.

Noah Redding and
Brock Case had consecu-
tive singles to give the
Warriors the win.

Case, Williams and
Redding had two hits
apiece.

Pope led the Tide with
three hits and two RBI.

Sam Ricord went the
distance in Glenbrook’s
win over Calvary. He scat-
tered eight hits, struck out
seven and walked two.

Tyler Brown had four
hits in North Webster’s
win. Cayden Bernard and
Colby Dinkins had three
each.

HIGH SCHOOL SOFTBALL

[Lakeside,

Glenbrook off
to strong starts

RUSSELL HEDGES
Minden Press-Herald

The Lakeside Lady
Warriors and Glenbrook
Lady Apaches got their
seasons off to strong
starts last week.

Both went 3-0. Lake-
side opened the season
with a 10-1 victory over
Captain  Shreve. The
Lady Warriors defeated
Parkway 10-4 and Con-
verse 10-1 in the Lakeside
round-robin tournament.

Glenbrook rolled to
victories over Northwood
19-8, Southwood 25-7 and
Caddo Magnet 16-1 in the
Logansport tournament.

Minden dropped four
games, falling to Win-
nfield 5-3, Logansport 16-
1, Stanley 18-3 and Cap-
tain Shreve 8-4.

McKenna Chreene,
who missed most of last
season with an injury,

struck out 15 and walked
two  against Captain
Shreve. She allowed just
four hits. Chreene also led
off the bottom half of the
first with a home run.

Chreene had a home
run and double against
Parkway.

Moose Jernigan
pitched a  two-hitter
against Converse.

Glenbrook’s Colby
Hollis and Vivian Still
had four hits each against
Northwood.

Hallie Harmon and
Anna Grace Vining had
three each.

Glenbrook hit five
home runs against South-
wood.

Addison Chanler, Gabi

Brown, Gracie Heard,
Harmon and Presli Waller
all hit one.

Brown hit two home
runs against Caddo Mag-
net. Still hit one.

OUTDOORS

These

GLYNN HARRIS

I was drawn to a verse
in the Rodgers and Ham-
merstein’s Sound of Music
that ends “These are a few
of my favorite things”. No,
I'm not putting in a plug for
the vocals of Julie Andrews.
The country boy in me pre-
fers Loretta Lynn’s “Coal
Miner’s Daughter”.

This line got me to think-
ing about some of my favor-
ite things and I thought on
this cold winter day I might
share a few of those things
that are special to me.

Any time I'm on a road
trip, my first stop for re-
freshments is always, nev-
er deviating, a bottle, not
a can but a bottle of real
Coke, and a pack of salted
peanuts. Taking a few sips
from the bottle so it won’t
run over, I pour in the pea-
nuts. Nothing better; the
sweetness and acidy bite
of the Coke blended with
the saltiness and crunch
of peanuts makes any road
trip — unless it’s to the see
the dentist for a root canal
— extra special.

are a few of my favorite things

I love coffee and I have
discovered a blend that
suits my fancy just right. I
stop by the Black Rifle shop
for a pound of “Beyond
Black” coffee. Just enough
cream to lighten the color
just a bit and my day gets
off to a fine start.

When the weather
warms, I like to take my cup
to the back porch where I sit
and sip and watch the birds
while thanking the Good
Lord for His blessings.

Back before age and in-
firmity kept me out of the
woods, I loved to be sitting,
covered in camouflage, with
my back against a tree and
playing mind games with a
savvy old wild turkey gob-
bler. Hearing a thunder-
ing gobble as he responds
to my calls mimicking a
sweetheart of a hen tur-
key and then finally seeing
that white head floating
atop a puffed-out body, tail
fan spread out, as the old
boy comes in, spitting and
drumming to investigate
what he believes is a little
hen anxious for his affec-
tion, was indeed, one of my

favorite things ever.

When the first Saturday
in October came around
every year, wild horses
couldn’t have kept me out
of the woods on opening
day of squirrel season. Sit-
ting at daylight on a moss-
covered fallen log resting
next to a grove of hickories,
oaks or beech trees, was
the ticket. If these trees
were bearing hickory nuts,
acorns or beech mast, there
was no doubt that as the sky
began lightning up, squir-
rels would be leaving dens
for breakfast.

If I was fortunate
enough to down a young
“frier” squirrel, my next
stop was the camp where
the squirrels were cleaned
and a young one was cut
into quarters, seasoned
with salt and pepper and
dusted in flour. Once
the skillet of oil was hot
enough, I loved to listen to
the sizzle as the quarters
turned brown and crispy.
A plate of rice, a couple of
hot biscuits and gravy made
from the drippings made
a breakfast fit for a king.

I declare, the hind leg of a
tender young fried squir-
rel would put Col. Sanders
to shame. A favorite thing?
You betcha.

When I was growing
up, there was a spot known
locally as the Sand Flats
where every fall and winter
morning, a flight of wood
ducks would leave roosts
and wing their way up the
creek to feed. On morn-
ings before school, my dad
would take my brother and
me to the Sand Flat for
the chance at downing a
“squealer”, as wood ducks
were called. The flight only
lasted half an hour but if my
shot was successful, I had
something to brag about to
the kids at school.

When my mama slow
baked a wood duck in her
cast iron pot, it made the
darkest and richest gravy
ever. Spooning it over one
of her hot biscuits alongside
a slice or two of duck breast
was a feast, a favorite thing,
I will never forget.

Okay, enough nostalgia.
I just heard Loretta Lynn
crank up.

A favorite thing to do is to watch a wild turkey gobbler come to the
call at full strut.
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GOOD NEWS

THIS LITTLE LIGTH OF MINE, I'M GOING TO LET IT SHINE

Every household needs (prob-
ably has) 1, 2 or more flashlights.
With our weather patterns, we
get to use them quite often. As a
child, growing up on the coun-
try, electricity did not get to our
house until the mid 40’s (I was
about 6 years old) when we were
able to put away the coal oil
lamps and candles. We stacked
the flash lights in a trusted place.
We all knew where they were in
case of a night storm or distur-
bance. My parents and grand-
mother had their own flash light
(by the bedside). On stormy
nights, you could see the light
moving about as they were up

‘checking things out’

We have a few flashlights at
our house now, and we make
sure we have the proper batter-
ies for them. We use them quite
often in dark recessed areas,
looking for needles in a
haystack situations, as
well as power outages.
Itis important to check
them out from time to
time and not wait until
the midnight storms
come to see if they are
prepared to shine. We
have one in the bedroom; one
in the kitchen area and a couple
in a supply closet within reach, if

needed.

Bill Criaer

This is a good example to re-
mind us when we hide the light
God provides us to guide us
through the ups and downs of
everyday living. He has given us
His light so that it may always be
ready to shine in the
world around us. If we
choose to put it under
the bed or hide it un-
der a box or in a closet,
it does no good for
anyone. We must put
the light on the can-
dlesticks around our
home, or carry it with us wher-
ever we go, so others who are liv-
ing in darkness can see this light.

Jesus said: “If I am lifted up, I

will draw all people unto me.
We are to lift up the light of His
love, compassion, caring spirit,
good will and encouragement
to others wherever we go. This
light of hope, encouragement
and peace is for us to take weary
souls around us.

John writes: “He is the Word
who came and dweltamongus...
He is the Light of the World...
and darkness cannot extinguish
this light...nothing can putit out.
We must let it shine through our
everyday living for the good of
others (John 1) "Let your light so
shine, so that when others see it,
they will not praise you but your

Father in heaven, the Father of

Lights” (Matt 5: 14-16).

Prayer thought: Make me
right with you, O Lord, so that
I may trim my spiritual light to
shine in the dark recesses of
live. Use me to help others who
struggle in the darkness to see
in me a flicker here and there to
guide them along their path way.
Remind us to check the oil in our
lamps and be ready at all times

to SHINE FOR YOU. In Jesus’

name [ pray. Amen.

BILL CRIDER IS CHAPLAIN OF MINDEN
MEDICAL CENTER

THE UPWARD LOOK

Lord Himself is God

“Know that the LORD Himselfis God;

of His pasture. It is because He is the

INSPIRATION

Burn Bright

Fire is one of the most essential ele- city thatis set on a hill cannot be hidden.

It is He who has made us, and
not we ourselves; We are His
people and the sheep of His
pasture.” Psalm 100:3 NASB

Lord God that we gather to-
gether to worship, to sing His
praise, and to obediently follow
His commands.

ments of life capable of great comfortbut  Neither do men light a candle, and put

also devastating destruction. Ashumans, it under a bushel, but on a candlestick;

In an emphatic statement,
David categorically declares
that the Lord Himselfis God.
It is the Lord God that is to
be worshiped and served in
gladness and joy. It is the
Lord God who is the Creator.

Max Hutto

Lord God, I unequivocally
and boldly declare that You are
my God, my Lord, my Shep-
herd. Because of Your mercy
and grace, I worship and serve
You, my Savior.

we share many similarities with
fire. For example, we like fire,
must breathe, be nurtured to
grow, be protected from the el-
ements, and are all fated one
day to be extinguished. Every

moment of our existence like

It is the Lord God who made us, who

sustains us, guides us, and calls us to
worship Him. It is the Lord God who
desires us to be His people, the sheep

MAXHUTTO IS A BAPTIST MINISTER AND A RESI-
DENT OF MINDEN. MORE INFORMATION CAN BE FOUND
AT WWW.UPWARDLOOK.ORG.

ASSEMBLY OF GOD
MINDEN

the fire has the potential to be
light to others but only if we allow it to.

us in the form of a command. Mathew 5

W can

I
Bernard Harris

bright and warm and a guiding

This is not a new concept; God gave it to

14-16 says Ye are the light of the world. A

and it giveth light unto all that
are in the house. Let your light
so shine before men, that they
may see your good works, and
glorify your Father which is in
heaven. I write this message
not to discourage or flatter but
to encourage and inspire. God

has made us provide comfort,

warmth, and ultimately guidance.

BERNARD HARRIS 11 1S A HAUGHTON FIREMAN AND A

LOCAL RESIDENT OF MINDEN

How can we

gyou’re in need of prayer,

help you. Contact the
FBC 24-Hour Prayer Ministry

at 3 7}7| -PRAY.

FIRST BAPTIST CHU-H
301 Pennsylvania Rrenue » Mi r-»rf»
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CLASSIFIEDS

PLACE YOUR AD

classifieds@press-herald.com

Classified line ads are published Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday in the Minden Press-Herald, Bossier Press-Tribune and online at www.press.herald.com

Classified
Rates

Pricing is easy!

$7.75

Per Day - Up to 20 words! Aditional
words are only 30 cents more!

Garage Sales
No word limit.

$11

One Day

$16.50
Two Days

Receive a FREE Garage Sale Kit
with your two day ad!

* Garage Sale ads must be prepaid.

Deadlines

Ads
Line ads and display ads
must be submitted by noon
two days before publication.

Public Notices
Public notices must be submitted
two days prior to publication date
depending on the length. Notices
may be emailed to classifieds@
press-herald.com

Payments
Cash Checks, Billing

Real Estate Notice

“All real estate advertised here is
subject to the Federal Fair Housing

Act, which makes it illegal to ad-
vertise any preference, limitation or
discrimination based on race, color,
religion, sex, handicap, familial sta-
tus, or national origin, or intention
to make any such preference, limita-
tion, or discrimination. We will not
knowlingly accept any advertising for
real estate, which is in violation of
th elaw. All persons are hereby in-
formed that all dwellings advertised
are available on an equal opportunity

basis.

Grow
Your
Business

Call to place your ad!

377-1866

| EGALS

Notice
5095928

Town & Country Health & Rehab is an Equal
Opportunity Employer. We recruit, hire, train,

and employ without discrimination due to race,
religion, age, sex, . national origin, ances-. try,
disability, martial status, obligation to serve in the
Armed Forces of the United States, or any other
characteristic protected by applicable Federal of
State law.

February 5, 12, 19, 25, 2025
Minden Press Herald

Notice

The Minden Housing Authority will hold a Public
Meeting on April 8, 2025, to receive comments on
the 2025 Annual PHA Plan, 2025-2029 5- Year
PHA Plan and the 2025-2029 CFP Capital Fund
5-Year Action Plan Budget/2025 CFP Annual
Statement.

All documents are on display and available for
viewing at the office of the Housing Authority,
located at 1209 East Street, Minden, LA 71055,
Monday through Thursday, between the hours of
8:00 am and 4:00 pm.

February 19, 26,2025
Minden Press Herald

Sheriff’s Sale

REGIONS BANK DBA REGIONS
Q//ISORTGAGE

EDWARD NUNNERY

SHERIFF’S SALE

In the Twenty-Sixth Judicial District Court of
Webster Parish, Louisiana, No. 81841.

By virtue of a WRIT OF SEIZURE AND SALE
issued out of the Twenty-Sixth Judicial District
Court of Webster Parish, Louisiana, in the above
styled and numbered suit and to me directed, |
have seized and taken into my possession and
will offer for sale at public auction to the last
and highest bidder for cash WITH the benefit

of appraisement and according to law at the
principle front door of the Courthouse in the City
of Minden, Webster Parish, Louisiana, on
WEDNESDAY, April 2, 2025,

During the legal sale hours, the following prop-
erty, to wit:

Begin at Northwest corner of the Northeast
Quarter of the Southwest Quarter, Section 31,
Township 23 North, Range 10 West, Webster
Parish, Louisiana,

04 minutes .
econds West 436.03 fest along a possession. Es
es to an existing iron pipe at a fence comer for
the point of beginning: thence continue along the
possession fence North 86 degrees 57 minutes
51 seconds east

feet to a fence comer; thence run Sooth 11
degrees 04 minutes 11 seconds

ion fence to an

m pipe former ***

North right-of-way Porterville Road; thence rum
North 72 degrees 49 fest 241.36 feet along said
omer, the

run North 13

right

30 seconds

toa

along a possession fence to the point of begin-
ning.

Containing

improvements

belonging.

or less,

and

pether rights

reto

Improvements thereon bear the Municipal No.
662 Porterville Road, Sarepta, LA 71071.

SOLD SUBJECT TO ANY SUPERIOR LIENS,
MORTGAGES OR PRIVILEGES THERETO.
Said property seized is that of the defendant and
will be sold to satisfy a judgment rendered in our
Honorable Court.

JASON R. PARKER Sheriff & Ex-Officio Auc-
tioneer

Webster Parish, Louisiana

Pam Brantlu

Pam Brantley - Deputy

February 26, 2025
March 26, 2025
Minden Press Herald

Minutes

PROCEEDING OF THE VILLAGE OF HEFLIN,
STATE OF LOUISIANA, TAKEN IN REGULAR
MEETING HELD ON FEBRUARY 6, 2025.

The Heflin Town Council met at Town Hall,
Heflin, Louisiana beginning at 7:20 p.m. with the
following members present: Mayor Ralph James
council members Matt Austin, Robert Stachow-
icz, Chief of Police Paul Migues, Water System
Operator Jesse Williamson and Village Clerk
Sherry Limosnero. Absent council member Hallie
DeMoss.

The meeting was opened with prayer offered
by Matt Austin, and Robert Stachowicz led the
Pledge of Allegiance. Mayor Ralph James wel-
comed everyone to the meeting.

Upon motion by Matt Austin and duly sec-
onded by Robert Stachowicz, the council adopted
Minutes from December 2024 at Council Regular
Meeting held on January 13, 2025, as presented;
the motion was approved unanimousIB

Robert Stachowicz moved to accept Decem-

ber 2024 Operating Financial Statements as
presented; the motion was duly seconded by Matt
Austin. The motion was approved unanimously.

Upon motion by Matt Austin and duly
seconded by Robert Stachowicz, the council
unanimously approved Water System Reports for
December 2024.

Robert Stachowicz moved to accept the
December 2024 Police Department Recz!)orts as
presented; the motion was duly seconded by Matt
Austin. The motion was approved unanimously.
Matt Austin moved to accept the December 2024
ARP Report as presented; the motion was duly
seconded by Robert Stachowicz. The motion was
approved unanimously.

Council comments were heard, public
comments were heard. There being no further
business to come before this Council meeting
adjourned by Council Member Matt Austin.

Attest by: Sherry Limosnero, LCMC, Village Clerk
Respectfully posted: 1/16/2025

Adopted: 2/6/2025

Publish:

Minden Press Herald

February 26, 2025
Minden Press Herald

SMALL
ADS
WORK

CLEMENTINE HUNTER

FIND HER REMARKABLE ARTWORK
& INSPIRING LIFE STORY AT THREE
LOUISIANA STATE MUSEUMS

LOUISTANA SPORTS
HALL OF FAME &
NORTHWEST LOUISTANA
HISTORY MUSEUM

h LOUISTANA STATE NUSEUN

CAPITOL PARK
MUSEUM

A LOUISIANA STATE MUSELIA

THE CABILDO

h LOUISIANA STATE NUSEUN

Uk Plan Your Vist ot
LouisianaStateMuseums.org

Feed Your Soul.

ExploreLovisionc.com
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GAMES

.

IR

P N A ok
Debermine the code to reveal bthe answer!

(Hint: 20 = T)

11 7 19 19

1 1 21 12 20 19

2 7 19 15 9 20

Solve the code to discover words related to basketball.
Each number corresponds to a letter.

12yspq *(J 14102 ) sp1od "g ssvd 'y :SioMSUy

il

66

16. Gym class

18. General's assistant (abbr.)
19. Baby’s dining accessory
20. Enchantress

22. Prefix denoting “in a”
23. Spiritual leader

CLUES ACROSS
1. Gene type 35. Dog breed: _ Apso
4 1 24 1 4 20 5. Persian male given name 37. Stood up
10. Type of protection 38. Direct and uninhibited
12. Cloud 40. Authorless
14. One who returns to life 41. Blocking type of drug (abbr.)

42.
44.
45.
48.
50.
52.

Retrospective analysis (abbr.)
Root mean square (abbr.)
Macaws

Actress Remini

Polynesian wrapped skirt

City of Angels hoops team (abbr.)

25. Cavities 53. Fitzgerald and Baker are two
26. Relative biological 55. Bowling alley must-have
- effectiveness (abbr.) 56. A way to cool down
J 27. Foot (Latin) 57. Ethnic group in Asia
28. Sweet potato 58. A way to alter
30. Pharaoh of Lower Egypt 63. Set of five
Fun By The 31.Land 65. Removes from the record
Numbers 33. More inquisitive 66. Dummies
67. Set period in office
Like puzzles? CLUES DOWN
Then Il lov
SU(?Ok}lIJO%_hiSO © 1. DC Comics superhero 32. American time
. S, 2. Brew 34. No seats available
mlnd—ben_dlng 3. Play 35.  Stahl, journalist
puzzle will have 4. Single-celled animals 36. Cleft lip
you hooked from 5. Rough to the touch 39. Talk incessantly
the moment you 6. Small island (British) 40. Expresses atomic and
square off, so 7. Often nqted alongside cons molecular wpights (abbr.)
sharpen your 8. Preparation of rootstock 43. A part of a river where
F_J 9. Atomic #44 the current is very fast
penC|I and put 10. Egyptian unit of capacity 44. Curdled milk
your sudoku 11. About secretary 46. Running competitions
savvy to the test! 13. Particular groups 47. A team’s best pitcher
15. Poke fun at 49. Carthaginian explorer
17. Make certain that 51. World-renowned city
something occurs 54. Most common Japanese surname
18. Financial term 59. The bill in a restaurant
21. Justify 60. They
. . 23. Arbiter 61. City of Angels football
Level: Advanced 24.007’s creato team (abbr.)
Here’s How It Works: 27. Czech name for Prague 62. Distinctive practice
Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9 grid, broken down into nine 29. Groans 64. One quintillion bytes
3x3 boxes. To solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through 9 must fill each
row, column and box. Each number can appear only once in each row, A A s|A|P R
column and box. You can figure out the order in which the numbers will S M cli In
appear by using the numeric clues already provided in the boxes. The Z - - o
more numbers you hame, the easier it gets to solve the puzzle!
c B B S
glL|el1i|8|2P|E|9 = R A B
gls]s]r[elele] ]z D : s I v
—
c|8|v|S|L|B6]E|L]8B O T
1IEAABEEBAEE L“A
E|A|R
1AL 1 k4 B |
S|R|I
elalz]t]e]s]elv]s — IRE
slels|v[e]z]8]t N
N E|L
Sle(8lS|i|L)S|8|F » v I
AR 11 FA AR o
'HIMSNY

DENTAL insurance

Get Dental Insurance from Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company. It helps cover over 350
procedures — from cleanings and fillings to crowns
and dentures.

CLEMENTINE HUNTER

FIND HER REMARKABLE ARTWORK
& INSPIRING LIFE STORY AT THREE

¢ See any dentist you want,
but save more with one in our network

* No deductible, no annual maximum
* Immediate coverage for preventive care

Local foster youth

LOUISIANA STATE MUSEUMS

are waiting for

a volunteer
Call to get your FREE Information Kit

1-855-409-6083

or visit dental50plus.com/statewide

Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and Preventive Benefits Rider. Product
not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this
type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not
available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E;
PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: PI50NY; OK: P1500K; TN: P150TN); Rider kinds
B438/B439 (GA: B439B).

6255

With over 5,000 Louisiana children in the child welfare
system, we need volunteers more than ever. As a
CASA volunteer, you will make a life-changing
difference for a child who has experienced abuse or
neglect in your community. Get involved today.
LOUISIANA SPORTS
HALL OF FAME &

NORTHWEST LOUISIANA
HIS SEUM

CAPITOL PARK

MUSEUM

Find a program near you at (
www.|OUIS|anacasa.org

Plan Your Visit at
LouisianaStateMuseums.org

LOUISIANA

[oUISAYA

Feed Your Soul.
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bt BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Bossier Press-Tribune

Where Local Business Gets Done.

BLJJ ROOFING
LARRY BURRELL UWNER

639- 0090/
/FREE

Licensed & Insured Arhorists

THE

Tree
Guys

Minden, LA

Locally Owned
& Operated

Jon Conway & Kevin Crawford
601 Howell St. ¢ Minden, LA 71055
jon (318) 517-3069

Kevin (318) 780-0765

jon thetreeguys@gmail.com ¢ Like Us on Facebook @thetreeguys18

“Oome Ride With Us”

Webeter Parich Police Jury
Office of Community Services

PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

Medical appointmente,
work, shopping, banking or
visiting. From Springhill to

reveport and all points in

2 between we will get you
there with dependable,

courteous services.

Monthly
Bug Paggee

For information or to sehedule a ride
3(8-377-7022 - Minden
318-539-5696 -Springhil

Handicap & wheelchair accessible

Available

Equal opportunity employee/services

Locally Owned & Operated

SPEER
ROOFING

& Construction, LLC

Serving Minden
and surrounding
areas since 2004!

Free Estimates

owner Daniel SPEEI

Phone (3 18) 31 1‘0008

> Asphalt& Concrete Paving
> Dirt Work & Hauling
> Demolition

Your Local One Stop Home Improvement Contractor
* Licensed and Insured
For a FREE estimate, just give us a call!

IAbahamiBnuity Teddy Prultt

(318) 382-3272

€F find us on facebook @pruitthomerenovations

obile Powerwash,
® - Service.®

-l

“CLEAN YOUR HOME
WITH POWE

e Houses ® Moblle Homes

E'S PAVING INC.

\LT & CONCR

747-3140

WWW. DALESLAVING COM

oncrete Paving
Seal Coating

g/YLike us on
facebook.

Lic. Master Plumber 4306

@W

=
(318) 382-3272

Pruitt Family Owned Business

;.'v-

Have you been thinking about

DIGITAL MARKETING?

Your Ad | Two Newspapers |
Two Websites | All Business

Ir

et UstiaiceRtRs
guesswork out of it

with:

DiGciTaL Abs
LanbinG PaGges
SaLes Funnels

ReTarGeTING

ingien
(MEDIA |

7

- £

[m] =[]

inden
ress

[m] e
Scan the QR Code
to get started
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Vote For Your
Favorites!

Name;

Telephone number:

Entry Deadline February, 26, 2025 - 4 p.m.

Everyone has an opinion and now it's time to give yours. Vote for your favorite business in
Webster Parish! The winners will be announced in the Readers’ Choice edition on
Wednesday, April 9, 2025. You may drop the ballot off at the Minden Press-Herald office at
203 Gleason Street in Minden or mail it to the Minden Press-Herald,

PO. Box 1339, Minden, LA 71055. Only one ballot per person will be permitted.

No reproductions or faxes will be accepted.

YOU CAN ALSO VOTE ONLINE AT:
https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/8177380/Minden-Press-Herald-2025-Reader-s-Choice-Ballot-copy

1. Favorite Ambulance Service 47. Favorite Landscaping/Lawn Care Provider

2. Favorite Apartment Complex 48. Favorite Lawn Equipment Dealer
3. Favorite Appliance Store 49. Favorite Lawyer
4. Favorite Auto Body Shop 50. Favorite Liquor Store
- 5. Favorite Auto Parts Store 51. Favorite Lunch Location
6. Favorite Bank 52. Favorite Manufactured Home Dealer/Supplier
7. Favorite Barber Shop 53. Favorite Mini Storage
8. Favorite BBQ 54. Favorite Mechanic
9. Favorite Beauty Shop 55. Favorite Mexican Restaurant
10. Favorite Breakfast Restaurant 56. Favorite Middle School
11. Favorite Car Wash/Detail 57. Favorite New Auto Dealer
12. Favorite Casino 58. Favorite New Vehicle Salesperson
13. Favorite Catering 59. Favorite Nonprofit
14. Favorite Chicken 60. Favorite Nursing Home/Assisted Living
15. Favorite Church 61. Favorite Oil Change Location
16. Favorite Clothing Store 62. Favorite Pawn Shop
17. Favorite Coach (ANY SPORT) 63. Favorite Pediatrician
18. Favorite Contractor 64. Favorite Pest Control Provider
19. Favorite C.P.A. 65. Favorite Pet Groomer
20. Favorite Crawfish 66. Favorite Pharmacy
21. Favorite Customer Service (any business) 67. Favorite Physician/Surgeon
22. Favorite Dance Studio 68. Favorite Pizza Restaurant
23. Favorite Daycare Provider 69. Favorite Place to Stay Overnight
24. Favorite Dentist 70. Favorite Plumber
25. Favorite Drive Thru Restaurant 71. Favorite Principal
26. Favorite Electrician 72. Favorite Public Official
27. Favorite Elementary School 73. Favorite Real Estate Office
28. Favorite Evening Meal Restaurant 74. Favorite Restaurant
29. Favorite Event Destination/Venue 75. Favorite Roofing Company
30. Favorite Eye Care Provider 76. Favorite School Teacher
31. Favorite Financial Advisor 77. Favorite Seafood Restaurant
32.Favorite Florist 78. Favorite Shoe Store
33. Favorite Funeral Home 79. Favorite Small Business
34. Favorite Furniture Store 80. Favorite Tanning Salon
35. Favorite Gas Station 81. Favorite Tax Preparer
36. Favorite Gift Shop (Non-Florist) 82. Favorite Tire Store
37. Favorite Glass Shop - (Non-Eyewear) 83. Favorite Used Auto Dealer
38. Favorite Grocery Store 84. Favorite Used Vehicle Salesperson
39. Favorite Hamburger 85. Favorite Veterinarian

40. Favorite Hardware Store

W

41. Favorite Healthcare Provider

WINNERS
WILL BE PUBLISHED
IN THE APRIL 9TH
EDITION OF THE
MINDEN
PRESS-HERALD!

42. Favorite Heating & Air Provider

43. Favorite High School

44. Favorite Home Health Agency

45. Favorite Insurance Agent

46. Favorite Jeweler

GARDENING WITH DR. JOE WHITE

CHOOSE PLANTS WITH
FRAGRANCE FOR
YOUR LANDSCAPE

JOE W. WHITE, PH.D.
Extension Horticulturist, (ret)
LSU AgCenter

February 2025

hile not nec-
essary, please
know that the

ideal time for planting
woody ornamentals (with
few exceptions) is during
winter season. And near the
end of February the ideal
time has just about expired.
That doesn’t mean you
can’t plant at other times of
the year and be successful,
but your chances of giving
a plant a good start is best
during the dormant season.

So, you have some spac-
es in your landscape where
you would like to have an-
other plant. And you want
one which will work with
your garden design. Here
in the South we have a rel-
atively long warm season

and therefore families tend
to spend a lot of time out-
doors on patios, decks and
porches. Why not give them
a treat by installing a plant
that has a pleasing fragrance
near these locations?

Most persons want to
maximize color, especially
seasonal color, but others
are beginning to realize that
foliage texture is also im-
portant to the overall look.
The other element that is
often over looked is fra-
grance. Since that quality is
only common to a relatively
few plants, you may have to
do a good bit of searching to
find a plant that will deliver
that desired fragrance. Also
consider the mature size and
structure of the plant you
choose to buy.

Some varieties of roses
have a nice fragrance, but
they need full sun for best
performance and often have
to be located some distance
away from the house. The

LOUISIANA
q STATE
MUSEUM

gardens of the American
Rose Society are located
in Greenwood just a little
west of Shreveport and they
have literature that will help
you if you select roses to
produce the fragrance you
want. On one of their lists,
they name Chrysler Imperi-
al, Double Delight, Fragrant
Cloud and Angel Face as
fragrant roses.

Sweet Olive, bush honey-
suckle, gardenias and dwarf
gardenias are other plants
that can perfume the air
near the outdoor spaces that
you frequent. Some of the
citrus species have the ca-
pability of providing a nice
fragrance, but most are not
winter hardy. One of my fa-
vorites which is not includ-
ed in the foregoing lists is
the Night Blooming Jessa-
mine (Cestrum nocturnum)
which produces a powerful
perfume that permeates the
air in a rather large area.
Also not winter hardy, it
can be pruned almost to the
ground and covered with
a heavy mulch before low
temperatures arrive and
will grow into a large plant
during the next growing
season after the mulch is re-
moved. It’s also a good can-
didate for pot culture. It will
do well in either full sun or
partial shade. Under good
environmental conditions it
will become 12 feet tall, but
more commonly it stays at a
height of 6 feet. This plant
has shiny foliage and its
perfume is produced from
tiny tube-like white flowers.

Celebrate in Jackson Square

Think outside the ballroom and celebrate
surrounded by Lowisiana’s hustorical treasures,
or revel amid Carnival costumes and festive
traditions. Let us help you plan your next
soirée at the Cabildo or the Presbytere!

LouisianaStateMuseum.org/Celebrate
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